
KUWAIT/TEHRAN: HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, along
with an official accompanying delegation,
will head  to Iran today on a two-day visit.
Sheikh Sabah’s visit is important in
strengthening relations between the two
nations and also coordinating efforts in
the region, said Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Tehran Majdi Al-Dhafiri yesterday. In a
statement to KUNA and Kuwait television,
Dhafiri said the Amir’s visit to Iran was
vital in tackling issues connected with the

region.
Iran is an important country in the

region and Kuwait’s relations with Iran are
based on mutual respect and coopera-
tion, said the ambassador. Kuwait being
the current president of the GCC and the
Arab League, HH the Amir’s visit to Tehran
has huge political significance, he said.
Dhafiri indicated that both countries were
eager to further bolster relations during
the visit. 
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KU upbeat on Shaddadiya

university despite delays

Project’s completion date pushed to 2020
By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: With the number of students increasing,
Kuwait University - the only public university in the
country that was established in 1966 - does not have
enough capacity for all graduates. The government has
been promising for more than 25 years to build a large
university complex due to severe traffic problems
caused by the colleges of
the KU in Kaifan and
Khaldiya. This new universi-
ty is located in Sabah Al-
Salem University City
(SSUC), popularly known as
Shaddadiya, although only
part of the project is in this
area. 

Students are excited over
the new campus, but they
have been kept waiting. The
project has also been
plagued by various acci-
dents and fires, the most serious being the death of two
laborers that led to the resignation of the minister of
education last month. 

“In such a mega project with a huge number of
laborers (nearly 9,000), accidents can happen.
Moreover, the fires that took place were not very serious
and likely to happen as sparks from soldering works can
ignite wooden material at the site. But the media always
exaggerates,” Sami Al-Fadhli, PR manager of the project,
told Kuwait Times during a tour of the project site. 

KUWAIT: (Left) Kuwait University buildings are seen under construction at its new campus in Shaddadiya yesterday. (Right) An artist’s rendition shows an artificial
lake that will segregate the sexes at the university complex. — Photo by Joseph Shagra 

Sami Al-Fadhli

Envoys hail Amir’s visit to Iran

SAN FRANCISCO: The wildly popular “Gangnam
Style” music video cemented its place yesterday as
one of the defining soundtracks of the digital age,
smashing through the two bill ion barrier on
YouTube. The infectious and satirical mega-hit by
South Korean pop star Psy became a worldwide
sensation, fueling a South Korean “K-Pop” trend
after it was first uploaded to the popular video shar-
ing platform in July 2012. It continues to garner

thousands of looks dai-
ly and already was
hundreds of thousands
above the two billion
mark early yesterday.

Psy’s horse-riding-
style dance moves in
“Gangnam Style” have
been mimicked in a
myriad of videos
uploaded to YouTube
in various languages.
South Korea’s most
successful recent
export has also gained
currency beyond
YouTube, becoming
often copied, much

parodied and endlessly analyzed. “‘Gangnam Style’
actually pokes fun at how the common man fanta-
sizes about life in the fast lane, as symbolized by the
ritzy area in Seoul known as Gangnam,” wrote an
analyst in the renowned Harvard Business Review a
few months after the release of the song, which by
then was already a massive viral hit. “The anti-mate-
rialism theme in the time of a global recession has
helped broaden the appeal of the song,” the analy-
sis said. 

The song’s breach of the two billion views mark
was a first at YouTube, where in February “Baby” by
Canadian pop singer Justin Bieber became the only
other video in the billion-view club.
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KUWAIT: It seems that Kuwait has a
special place in the hearts of
Jordanians. The best proof of this is the
considerable number of main streets
around the kingdom named after
Kuwaiti figures. KUNA met the deputy
secretary general of the Jordanian
capital Yousef Al-Shawarba, who said
that naming Jordanian streets after
Kuwaiti rulers goes back to 1977, with
names like ‘Kuwait’, ‘Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Salem’ and ‘Ahmadi’ streets. 

“ This boosts bilateral bonds

between both countries and their peo-
ples, particularly since Kuwait has sig-
nificant contributions in the develop-
ment of many Arab countries and a
major role in serving and promoting
Arab causes,” he underlined. Al-Qasr
Governor Noufan Oujan told KUNA
that Al-Qasr city has a three kilometer
main street named after HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah that
opened in 2008 with the attendance
of Kuwait’s ambassador to Amman at
the time. — KUNA 

Signs of good ties

AMMAN: Street signs at the Al-Ahmadi St and Al-Kuwait St junction are
seen in the Jordanian capital. — KUNA 
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WASHINGTON: US President Barack
Obama said yesterday that an American
soldier held for nearly half a decade in
Afghanistan has been freed, in what offi-
cials indicated was a swap for five
Guantanamo detainees. “Today the
American people are pleased that we will
be able to welcome home Sergeant Bowe
Bergdahl, held captive for nearly five
years,” said Obama, announcing the
release of the army sergeant.

Bergdahl disappeared in June 2009
from a base in Afghanistan’s eastern
Paktika province, with the Taleban later
saying they had captured him. The Idaho
native was the only American soldier held
captive by the militants. “On behalf of the
American people, I was honored to call his
parents to express our joy that they can
expect his safe return, mindful of their
courage and sacrifice throughout this
ordeal,” Obama said. The US leader
expressed his “deepest appreciation” to
the emir of Qatar “for his assistance in
helping to secure our soldier’s return”.

“The emir’s personal commitment to this
effort is a testament to the partnership
between our two countries,” he said. 

Obama’s announcement came as
Pentagon chief Chuck Hagel released a
statement saying he had informed the US
Congress of a decision to transfer five
Guantanamo detainees to Qatar. “The
United States has coordinated closely
with Qatar to ensure that security meas-
ures are in place and the national security
of the United States will not be compro-
mised,” Hagel said. He also thanked the
emir of Qatar, praising him for his “instru-
mental role in facilitating the return of Sgt
Bergdahl.” Hagel said Bergdahl was “now
under the care of the US military after
being handed over by his captors in
Afghanistan.”

A senior administration official con-
firmed that, “in connection” with
Bergdahl’s return, the United States had
transferred five Afghan Guantanamo
detainees to Qatar. 
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This Dec 8, 2010 file image shows a frame grab from a video released by the
Taleban containing footage of a man believed to be Bowe Bergdahl (left). — AP
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