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MUMBAI: Basketball’s no-headgear rule
has irked the Indian sports minister who
has reacted with anger after two Sikh
members of the men’s national team had
to remove their turbans before they were
allowed to play in the recent Asia Cup in
China. Players are not allowed “Headgear,
hair accessories and jewelry” under the
International Basketball Federation (FIBA)
rules but the Indian duo of Amritpal Singh

and Amjyot Singh told local media they
never had to remove turban until the July
12 match against Japan in Wuhan. 

“We are shocked and outraged. We
have spoken to Basketball Federation of
India and sought a detailed report from
them,” sports minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said in a statement. “We have
also asked International Olympic
Committee (IOC) to issue necessary guide-

lines/instructions to international sports
federations so that such incidents do not
take place again,” he said.

FIBA officials were not immediately
available for comment. “Wearing turban is
a part of me. When they told us we
couldn’t play with one it felt very awk-
ward,” Amjyot told the Times of India
newspaper. “But for the team we decided
to play without turbans.” The Sikh religion

requires followers to grow their hair and
wear a turban, while children must wear
traditional Sikh headgear called the “pat-
ka” or “dastaar” in school. Sonowal said
turbans posed no threats to other players.
“Wearing a turban does not affect fair play
and has not been objected to in interna-
tional sports championships. Therefore,
the latest incident has surprised and
shocked us,” the minister said. — Reuters

India sports minister irked by turban row

WASHINGTON: Washington Mystics guard Ivory Latta (left) and Emma Meesseman (33) (right) fight for possession with Connecticut
Sun guard Renee Montgomery (21) in the second half of a WNBA basketball game on Wednesday, July 23, 2014. — AP 

LOS ANGELES: Tina Charles had 31
points and 15 rebounds to lead the New
York Liberty to a 66-64 win against the
Los Angeles Sparks on Wednesday night,
spoiling the coach debut of Penny Toler.
Cappie Pondexter scored 16 points as
the Liberty (9-13) snapped an eight-
game road losing streak. Charles scored
on a jumper to give the Liberty a 66-62
lead and blocked Jantel Lavender on the
Sparks’ next possession. The Sparks
pulled to 66-64 when Nneka Ogwumike
scored on a baseline jumper. Plenette
Pierson missed two free throws to give
the Sparks a chance to win or tie, but

Kristi Toliver missed a 3-point attempt
and Lavender missed the putback.
Ogwumike led the Sparks (10-13) with 23
points and eight rebounds and Lavender
had 16 points and eight rebounds. Toler
was named interim coach in addition to
her general manager duties Sunday after
former coach Carol Ross was fired.

MYSTICS 89, SUN 75
All-Star Ivory Latta scored 23 points

and Monique Currie had 17 as the
Washington Mystics returned home for a
victory over the Sun. Stefanie Dolson
and Bria Hartley also scored in double

figures for the Mystics (11-13), who last
played a home game July 2. They then
had five consecutive road games, win-
ning three of the last four. Chiney
Ogwumike had 18 points and 10
rebounds for the Sun (10-15).
Connecticut has lost nine of its last 11
games. Latta’s 3-pointer with 6:52
remaining during a 19-4 run gave
Washington the lead for good.
Washington is 3-0 against Connecticut
this year and has won six of seven since
the start of the 2013 season, when coach
Mike Thibault joined the Mystics after
being dismissed by the Sun. — AP 
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Liberty stop Sparks 

Snedeker boosted
by coach change

for the title defense 
MONTREAL: Invigorated by his new swing coach Butch Harmon,
Brandt Snedeker believes he is on the “right path” as he bids to
return to the winner’s circle at this week’s Canadian Open in
Montreal where he will defend the title. American Snedeker has
not triumphed anywhere since he clinched last year’s Canadian
Open by three shots in Ontario but says he has renewed his
appetite for the game over the past month while working with
Harmon. “It’s been a good switch,” the fast-talking Snedeker told
reporters while preparing for the opening round at Royal
Montreal about his decision to part company with his previous
swing coach, Todd Anderson. “Butch is very, very easy to work
with. He’s very, very simple. He’s not into overhauling golf swings
and changing anything that I’ve done my whole career, so it was a
very easy transition for me.”

A six-times winner on the PGA Tour, Snedeker has recorded
only two top-10s in 19 starts during his 2013-14 campaign but has
been encouraged by his improving form since linking up with
Harmon. “I feel like my game is finally back to where I know I can
compete again and play again,” said the 33-year-old, who tied for
ninth in last month’s US Open at Pinehurst. “Not that it was ever
that far off, but I’ve got the confidence back and I know what I am
doing. (It) has been great the last three weeks that I’ve worked
with him (Harmon) and I feel like I’m on the right path.”

Strong appreciation
Though Snedeker has never previously played at Royal

Montreal, he gained a strong appreciation for the par-70 layout
while watching the Presidents Cup held there in 2007. “I’ve heard
great things about it,” said Snedeker. “I remember watching the
Presidents Cup on TV and seeing a great finishing stretch of holes
and realizing it probably is going to be the determining factor this
week on who wins.

“So I’m excited about getting out there and trying to defend
my championship.” World number seven Matt Kuchar and fellow
American Jim Furyk, a twice former Canadian Open champion
who is ranked 10th, head a strong field at Royal Montreal this
week. Once again, there will be the usual weight of expectation
from Canadian fans who have waited patiently for the tourna-
ment’s first home-grown winner since Pat Fletcher at Vancouver’s
Point Grey Golf and Country Club in 1954. Canadian Graeme
DeLaet, who has yet to win on the PGA Tour, is looking forward to
being roared on by local supporters this week, regardless of how
well he and his compatriots fare. —Reuters

BALTIMORE: Rivals at the LPGA International Crown see this
week’s global team matches as a sneak peek at the fight for
gold in golf’s 2016 Olympic return in Rio de Janeiro. “This is
definitely the best preview we have ever had of the Olympics,”
world number one Stacy Lewis said. “I know we got a long
ways to go before Rio, but this is certainly a really good pre-
view to see what we’re going to have in Rio.” After years of
watching the Olympics with no chance of playing, the US star
marveled at the opportunity she now enjoys.

“It’s a bit surreal. To think that you could be a part of the
opening ceremonies and the closing ceremonies, those kind of
things that you see on TV, just to be a part of that and to stay
with all the other athletes, it’s hard to really even imagine it,
because obviously we never have been there,” she said.  “But
at the same time, you don’t want to think about it too much
because then you start putting too much pressure on your-
self.” With just over two years remaining before the Olympics
and the qualifying period just under way, 12th-ranked Paula

Creamer acknowledged the tough fight to make the US team,
which can include no more than the four top-ranked American
women.  “You can’t get too far out of the race for it to get in,”
Creamer said. “The criteria is pretty tough. You want to be
within the mix. You don’t ever want to feel like you need to
push a little bit harder and focus too much on it.” Thailand’s
Onnarin Sattayabanphot hopes the Crown, which pits eight
teams of four women in match play to decide global bragging
rights ahead of the Olympics, will provide a sense of the
national pride and pressures that will come in Brazil in 2016. “I
think that this week will really help get our team ready for the
Olympics,” she said. “The Olympics is a once-in-a-lifetime expe-
rience, so I think this week will definitely help to get us pre-
pared for the Olympics.”

Players seek team event 
Many players expressed disappointment that there was

only an individual Olympic gold medal, and no team contest,

at stake, while also noting that such an Olympic event could
evolve in the future, perhaps as early as 2020 in Tokyo.  “I was
definitely disappointed to not see any kind of team format,”
Sweden’s Anna Nordqvist said.  “I think stroke play is fair. It
brings out the best game in everyone. But when I watched
the Olympics, a lot of things I relate to is seeing the team for-
mat and playing for your country.”

Australia’s Karrie Webb, a seven-time major champion,
does not want match play in the Games, however. “I wish
there was a team component to it. I don’t wish that it was a
match play,” she said. “Stroke play brings out the best play-
ers at the end of the week. You could have had individual
medals and also a team component medal.” Spain’s Beatriz
Recari figures this week will help her efforts to reach Rio.
“Every time you watch the Olympics it’s like, ‘My God, I real-
ly want to be there,’” Recari said. “I’m really excited. I think
this week is  going to be a huge boost towards the
Olympics.”— AFP 

Crown will give clues on 2016 Olympic gold fight


