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Therefore, the actions taken by the information min-
istry is not based on the law but “a political decision to
punish Ahmad Jabr for his national positions”.

Lawyer Fawaz Al-Jadaei said the action of the
Information Ministry is illegal because an Amiri decree
revoking citizenship the owner of the two media outlets
has not been issued, and accordingly it is not implement-
ed. Former opposition MP Adel Al-Damkhi said the
actions indicate the existence of a true police state. But
National Assembly deputy speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej
welcomed the government actions and said that the
government does not need prior approval from the
National Assembly because these are sovereign deci-
sions.

Meanwhile. the Interior Ministry has referred a list to
the Cabinet containing the names of eight more Kuwaitis
with a recommendation to revoke their citizenships, a
local daily reported yesterday quoting a government
source. The Cabinet is expected to study the list in its first
session after the Eid Al-Fitr holiday, likely on Aug 4, 2014. 

Meanwhile, the source who spoke to Al-Qabas on the
condition of anonymity revealed that the Kuwaitis whose
citizenships were revoked will automatically lose all privi-
leges that Kuwait grants to citizens, including the govern-
ment housing, healthcare, education, public sector jobs
and commercial licenses. But they do not face imminent
expulsion.

These people and their families will be given a period
to leave houses that belong to the Public Authority for
Housing Welfare, the source added. Their names will also
be blacklisted so that they would be unable to use their
Kuwaiti passports to leave Kuwait, and will be given a

period to hand over their documents and IDs, otherwise
authorities will go to their homes to claim them.

Constitution expert Dr Mohammad Al-Feeli said that
decisions to revoke citizenships cannot be challenged.
“The law makes issues pertaining with Kuwaiti citizenship
out of the judiciary’s jurisdiction,” said Feeli, a constitution
law professor at Kuwait University. Another KU law pro-
fessor, former opposition MP Dr Obaid Al-Wasmi, called
the government’s decision ‘politically motivated’, adding
that the state exacted revenge against its political foes,
and accused the government of violating the concept of
separation of authorities.

Pro-democracy activist Nasser Al-Abdaly told Reuters
the government was relying on rarely used laws to target
“some of those who oppose the policies of the govern-
ment”. He said Barghash’s citizenship was revoked under
a law that forbids Kuwaitis from dual citizenship, while
Jabr was targeted under a law that requires naturalised
Kuwaitis to avoid committing any crime for 20 years. He
said authorities had accused Jabr of working against
Kuwait’s security and stability.

In another development, National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem sent a letter to the leaders of par-
liaments of permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council in addition to other countries urging
them to exert pressure on their governments to stop
the Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip. Ghanem, who
sent the letters in the capacity of the chairman of the
Arab Parliamentarians Union, said the aggressions
committed by Israel against Palestinians amount to
“war crimes”. He said that the Israeli air, ground and sea
aggressions have killed hundreds of Palestinians,
wounded thousands and forced tens of thousands to
flee their homes.

Barrak, opposition figures...
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Our Lord descends each night to the sky of the earth
when the final third of the night remains. He offers His
slaves out of His generosity, saying: “Who is saying a
prayer to Me, that I may answer it? Who is asking some-
thing of Me, that I may give it to him? Who is asking for-
giveness of Me, that I may forgive him?” (Bukhari &
Muslim)

In the last ten days of Ramadan, there is Laylat Al-Qadr
(the Night of Decree) in which every precise matter of wis-
dom is made distinct and all events of the coming year
are decreed. It is on this night that angels descend from
the heavens and blessings become abundant. Whoever
prays its nights, believing in it, and hoping for its reward
from Allah, Allah will forgive all his previous sins. Whoever
misses this night and deprives himself of its good; he is to
blame. 

Allah did not specify its order among the ten nights so
that people may exert their utmost efforts during all ten
days in worship, performing optional night prayer, recit-
ing the Holy Quran and doing righteous deeds. This is also
a means of distinction between those who are active in
devotion and those who are not. If Laylat Al-Qadr were
identified, many people would have limited themselves to
devotion on that night only, neglecting other nights.
There would also be no criteria for evaluation between
the hardworking people and the lazy ones.

So, seek the reward of Laylat Al-Qadr by doing good
deeds consistently and sincerely. Ask Allah for a share of
His reward and to protect you from coming out of
Ramadan empty-handed. If you hear or recite a Quranic
verse that mentions His mercy, ask Allah to provide you
from His bounties. When you hear or recite a Quranic
verse that contains a warning, ask Allah’s protection from
His punishment. Utter glorifications of Allah many times
in your rukoo’ (genuflection) and make many supplica-
tions in your sajdah (prostration), as a Muslim is nearest to
Allah when he is in prostration. 

A person may supplicate Allah for himself, his parents,
children, relatives and all those who are dear to him from
among the Muslims. Prolong the qiyaam (standing) after
rising from rukoo’ (genuflection) and the jalsah (sitting)
after rising from sajdah (prostration), so that you may
maintain an equilibrium among all the positions of salaah.
The standing after the rising from rukoo’ (genuflection) is
a stance of praising Allah, so utter many greetings, praises
and extolments of Allah in it. The sitting position that is
between the two sajdahs (prostrations) is a stance of sup-
plicating Allah for forgiveness, so ask Allah’s forgiveness
therein.

You may start your qiyaam (the optional night prayers)
with two short Rak’ahs, because Shaytaan (Satan) ties
three knots at the back of your head when you sleep, and
he seals each of them saying, ‘You have a long night
ahead, so sleep.’ If you wake up and remember Allah, a
knot is untied. If you purify yourself then another knot is
undone and if you pray, the third one also gets unknotted.

If any one of you goes to the mosque and the prayer
has commenced, he should join the congregation with
the Imaam rather than praying two rak’ahs ahead of the
congregation, as joining the congregation takes priority in
this case.

Some people leave a gap in the first line, so that the
muezzin (person calling for prayer), or one who recites
Quran, may fill it after the commencement of prayer. This is
not in line with the Prophet’s (PBUH) sunnah, since filling the
gaps in the ranks of worshippers and settling the rows is an
obligation. After the establishment of prayer, the muezzin or
the reciter may stand at the place where the row of the wor-
shippers ends.

Allah Says (what means): “Indeed, We sent it (ie the
Quran) down in the Night of Decree. And what can make
you know what is the Night of Decree? The Night of Decree
is better than a thousand months. The angels and the Spirit
(ie Gabriel) descend therein by permission of their Lord for
every matter. Peace it is until the emergence of dawn.”
[Quran 97: 1-5] — Islamweb

Night of Decree

German pianist Stefan Aaron hovers above Munich’s Franz-Josef-Strauss airport in southern Germany yesterday. Aaron is seated in front of his piano on an aluminum structure that is reminiscent of
a flying carpet and attached to a helicopter. The appearance is the fourth stop on his ‘Orange Piano Tour’ that will take him and his orange piano at exceptional locations around the world. — AFP 

DUBAI: In hiding, targeted by drone strikes and unable
to land a blow in the West, Al-Qaeda’s ageing leaders
are losing a power struggle with ultra-radical young mil-
itants in Iraq and Syria who see themselves as the true
successors to Osama bin Laden. The shadowy network
that targeted the West and its Arab allies for almost a
generation is increasingly seen as stale, tired and inef-
fectual on the hardcore jihadi social media forums and
Twitter accounts that incubate potential militant
recruits.

Western officials insist the network is still a top
threat, in part because turmoil in Arab states gives it
scope to organise: Its affiliates in Syria and Yemen
include experienced guerrillas and expert bomb mak-
ers. But many young Islamists who were of school age
at the time of the Sept 11 2001 attacks on the United
States now look for inspiration not to Al-Qaeda, whose
leader, Ayman Al-Zawahiri, is in his mid-60s, but to a
Sunni Muslim group styling itself a caliphate.

Supporters of the so-called Islamic State admire its
sectarian attacks on Shi’ites in Iraq and government

forces in Syria, confident such violence is part of a
broader war with the West advocated by bin Laden,
killed by US troops in 2011. The generational divide
opening up in radical Islamist ranks threatens to topple
Al-Qaeda from its primacy in trans national militancy, a
stunning loss of prestige for a group whose hijacked
plane attacks killed nearly 3,000 people in New York’s
World Trade Center, Washington and Pennsylvania.

The Islamic State, known as the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL) until the June 29 declaration of the
caliphate, has galvanized young followers by carving
out swathes of territory in Iraq in a rapid advance last
month. US intelligence agencies estimate around 7,000
of the 23,000 violent extremists operating in neighbour-
ing Syria are foreign fighters, mostly from Europe.
Diplomats in the region say many of these foreigners
are fighting for the Islamic State, which also deploys
them Iraq.

Jihadi Bastion
The group, whose leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi calls

himself a “caliph” or head of state, fell out with Al-Qaeda
in 2013 over its expansion into Syria, where his follow-
ers have carried out beheadings, crucifixions, and mass
executions. Saudi dissident Saad Al-Faqih told Reuters
that the declaration of a caliphate was not as important
for the militants’ prestige as the lightening military
advance that preceded it, beginning with the capture of
Mosul on June 10. “The declaration is a very loud noise,
but not as effective as the success in conquering vast
areas of Iraq,” he said. “That conquest has had a huge
psychological effect in the whole region,” the exiled dis-
sident said.

No Al-Qaeda affiliate has officially endorsed the
Islamic State, and scholars sympathetic to Al-Qaeda
have denounced it, pointing to what they see as ISIL’s
willingness to use violence in turf disputes with Al-
Qaeda’s affiliate in Syria. But their disapproval is cold
comfort for Al-Qaeda. The caliphate, analysts say, was
declared with potential recruits in mind, not to win
kudos from leading scholars.

For many, ISIL’s creation of a jihadi bastion spanning
western Iraq and eastern Syria, and the slick online pres-
ence that publicises it, compare favourably with Al-
Qaeda’s failure for almost a decade to land a big attack
in the West. The contrast is not lost on Islamists such as
Abdul Majeed Al-Heetari,  a Yemeni cleric who
reproached Al-Qaeda in a message on his Twitter and
Facebook pages on July 15. Noting Al-Qaeda leaders
were in hiding in Asia, he asked: “Who is worthier and
stronger in the shariah (Islamic law) and worthy of obe-
dience: a secret organization whose people and leader-
ship are on the run, or a clear regime and a state that is
empowered on the ground with people and reasons?”

‘Fantasy World’
Raising the rhetorical temperature, he said Al-Qaeda

sought an Islamic State in a “fantasy world”, even as its
leaders languished in “deserts, wastelands, mountain-
tops, and valleys”. Even among Al-Qaeda’s closest

friends in South Asia, sentiment appears mixed. The
Afghan Taleban, which gave bin Laden sanctuary in the
1990s, posted a message urging Muslims to avoid
extremism and remain united, a message apparently
aimed at the Islamic State. Privately, some Taleban com-
manders told Reuters they did not want to anger Al-
Qaeda, who they considered a long-time ally in the
fight against NATO troops in the region. But some
Taleban commanders were enthusiastic about ISIL. One
militant in his thirties said “dozens of my colleagues
from here are with them”. 

The buzz around the Islamic State is reflected not
only by the flood of recruits it has attracted in Syria and
Iraq. It is also seen in a propaganda war waged online
by scholars supporting and opposing the Islamic State.
Cole Bunzel, a doctoral student at Princeton University,
wrote that Islamic State’s most effective voice was a
Bahraini cleric, Turki Al-Bin’ali, who he said was just 29
years old. He “represents the assured spirit of a younger
generation of jihadis ready and willing to break with an
established cadre of jihadi intellectuals and carve their
own path.”

Al-Qaeda’s Silence ‘Not Wise’
High profile spats have highlighted the generational

split. Bin’ali is a former follower of Abu Mohammed Al-
Maqdisi, a Jordanian scholar and influential jihadist
thinker. When the two men fell out over Maqdisi’s
denunciation of the Islamic state, Maqdisi suggested
young ultra-radical scholars like Bin’ali were disrespect-
ing their elders. “Take heed of seniority,” Maqdisi warned
the young preachers, accusing them of “wanting to
stand upon the shoulders of our best and brightest and
then discredit their intellects.” Earlier Bin’ali had attrib-
uted another elderly militant’s criticism of the Islamic
State to “confusion” likely caused by age. Some counter-
terrorism officials worry that Al-Qaeda’s affiliates may
redouble efforts to stage a spectacular attack in the
West to try to salvage their reputation. — Reuters 

Young Islamic State robs Qaeda of militant prestige


