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Carole King’s gift as a songwriter is all about con-
nection - friends, lovers, strangers experiencing
deep emotions not often exposed to each oth-

er. Over the decades, King has made that connection
with untold millions of fans. Some of those fans came
out to honor the songwriter as MusiCares person of
the year Friday night as part of the build up to
Sunday’s Grammy Awards. Among them, lifelong
friend James Taylor, Gloria Estefan, Alicia Keys and
Lady Gaga, who thanked King for getting her through
some difficult years before she found fame as a song-
writer herself.

Gaga told the crowd she used to lock herself in her
father’s man room as a high school student and listen
to “You’ve Got a Friend” over and over. “And I would
crank up this song so loud,” Gaga said as she sat at a
white baby grand piano in the center of the room
wearing steampunk sunglasses and a flowing white
dress. “And I really believed so much, Carole, that you
were my friend. So thank you so much for the way you
sing right to us in your music.” Toward the end of the
song, Gaga modified the lyrics: “You’ve got a friend,
yes you do, Carole, I love you.”

Lady Gaga earned the first of a handful of standing
ovations at the annual event, a fundraiser benefiting
The Recording Academy’s musician-oriented charity.
A silent auction and other activities before the dinner
and concert raised $5.5 million and the audience
pushed that number higher before the singing start-
ed with a live auction that included $120,000 for a
copy of King’s landmark “Tapestry” album on vinyl
with a set of lyrics handwritten by King. Zac Brown
bought an Acura specially equipped in honor of the
event for $70,000, and the car maker kicked in an
extra $30,000 to the charity.

Estefan, a former MusiCares person of the year,
sang “It’s Too Late,” and told the crowd “Tapestry” was
“the No.1 most impactful” album she’d ever heard.
Keys nailed “Natural Woman,” a song most identified
with Aretha Franklin, also modifying the lyrics at the
end to pay tribute to King. And Train’s Pat Monahan
left the stage to serenade the 71-year-old singer-
songwriter directly on “I Feel the Earth Move.”

Many of the night’s most interesting performances
came from the pairing of artists. Album of the year
nominee Sara Bareilles, Jason Mraz and Zac Brown

joined together on a stripped-down “Beautiful.”
Will.I.Am was joined on stage by protege Leah McFall
and added a rapped verse to King’s “Love Makes the
World.” Miranda Lambert, Jennifer Nettles, Amy Grant
and Martina McBride joined together in a medley of
songs. King’s daughter, Louise Goffin, and Jakob
Dylan sang “Going Back.” And Miguel and Kacey
Musgraves dueted on “I’ll Do My Crying in the Rain,” a
song King and Taylor performed together.

King also was in a collaborative mood. She
brought a pair of Egyptian musicians on stage to add
an Arabic flavor to “Home Again.” Taylor joined her
next, finishing the evening as a part of her band. “As a
songwriter my dream was always and still is to hear
great singers perform my songs,” King told the crowd.
“It does not get any better than this folks.” — AP
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Stars turn out to salute songwriter Carole King

Dr. Dre’s powerful rolodex was put to
good use for the launch of Beats Music
with a concert featuring Eminem,

Diddy and Nas. Nineties hip-hop was the
theme for Dre’s party Friday night at the
Belasco Theatre in Los Angeles. Eminem and
Dre closed the night, performing the hits “My
Name Is,” “Forgot About Dre” and “Lose
Yourself.” “Thank you for being here,” Dre told
the feverish crowd, who jammed along as
classic rap hits played back-to-back. Paul
McCartney, Drake, Selena Gomez and
Macklemore were among those who attend-
ed the tightly packed event.

Mase reunited onstage with Diddy to per-
form “Mo Money Mo Problems” and “It’s All
About the Benjamins,” while Blackstreet
joined Dre for “No Diggity,” which the rapper
produced. Beats Music, a streaming service

set to compete with Spotify, iTunes Radio and
others, launched Tuesday. It is part of the rap-
per-producer’s Beats Electronics brand, which
he launched with record executive Jimmy
Iovine in 2008 and features the ultra-popular
Beats by Dre headphones.

Other performers Friday included Busta
Rhymes, Bone Thugs-N-Harmony, Arrested
Development, Method Man, Redman and
Scarface. Beats Music was curated with Nine
Inch Nails frontman Trent Reznor. Eminem’s
“Bezerk” is nominated for best rap perform-
ance at today’s Grammy Awards, pitting him
against Jay Z, Kendrick Lamar, Drake and
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis. — AP

The aftermath of an American school shooting relates
to William H Macy’s directorial debut. The award-win-
ning actor premiered his first feature-directing effort

at the Sundance Film Festival Friday, where he received a
standing ovation from the capacity crowd. “One of the
many gifts that have come to me from directing... is that I’ve
fallen in love with this business all over again,” the 63-year-
old said before his film’s world premiere. “Rudderless,” which
Macy helped write, tells the story of a father who discovers
and performs his son’s original songs after the college stu-
dent dies in a campus shooting. Billy Crudup, Anton Yelchin
and Macy’s wife, Felicity Huffman, star in the drama that
screened as the festival’s closing-night film.

Co-writers Casey Twenter and Jeff Robison, both new
dads, said they “wanted to write a story that could be an
example of unconditional parental love.” Macy said they
didn’t want to make a movie about gun control. “I have the
feeling that if I gave a handgun to every single person in
this room, that the chances of something bad happening
go up pretty exponentially,” he said. “On the other hand, I
love to shoot. I love to plink, and I have nothing against
hunting. It’s a complex problem.”

He was so excited to unveil his film at Sundance that he
took several photos of the audience from the theater stage
before the screening began. He told the crowd to raise their

hands and yell, then said, “You won’t mind if that’s what I
say you did at the end of the film.” Both Crudup and Yelchin
performed the outstanding original music featured in the
film. Indie rocker Ben Kweller also has a small role, as does
Macy. He said making the film was the most intense and
most invigorating work he’s ever done. “I really want to try
this again,” he said. “I love directing.” The Sundance Film
Festival wraps today. — AP 

Winning a Grammy Award may be the goal
today, but getting a chance to perform at
the annual awards show in front of tens of

millions of TV viewers worldwide could be the
biggest career maker of the night for up-and-coming
singers and musicians. The Grammys, rated in a recent
industry poll by Billboard magazine as the second-
best promotional opportunity for an artist or group
behind performing at football’s Super Bowl halftime
show, will offer that chance to several young singers
like country music’s Kacey Musgraves, Hunter Hayes
and New Zealand teen pop wunderkind Lorde.

“It is a humongous opportunity,” said the 22-year-
old Hayes, who is nominated for best country solo
performance this year after earning three nods as a
newcomer in 2013. “It’s a huge introduction and
endorsement, not only to get to perform in front of
these pioneers and musical masterminds but to get
the endorsement from the Academy in that way,”
added Hayes, referring to Grammy organizer, the
Recording Academy, which tapped him to perform
last year too.

This year’s top performances include pop stars
Beyonce, Katy Perry, promising rappers Kendrick
Lamar, Macklemore & Ryan Lewis, as well as former
Beatles Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr. Grammys

can be notoriously difficult to predict and this year
seems to be particularly vexing because there is no
predominant genre or theme. The nominees for the
top award, album of the year, represent five different
sounds, from country pop’s Taylor Swift to French DJ
duo Daft Punk.   

“I’d have to say it is a bit of an odd year in music
and not necessarily in a bad way,” said producer Jeff
Bhasker, nominated for three top awards this year
including song of the year for “Just Give Me a Reason,”
by Pink and Nate Ruess. He sees a “reshuffling of the
deck as far as what listeners are hungry for,” noting
that popular music is becoming more intimate and
slowing down from the up-tempo dance music of
years past. 

In the end, the awards could easily be eclipsed by
performances and the kind of spontaneity that tends
to make the Grammys one of the most surprise-filled
nights in show business. “The thing to remember with
the Grammys is that it’s not necessarily about who’s
going to be the biggest winner of the night,” said
Keith Caulfield, the associate director of charts at
Billboard. “It’s going to be about those moments on
TV that you won’t see anywhere else that will res-
onate with the public and move them to go stream or
buy a song or an album,” he said.—Reuters
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David Wain (left) writer/director of “They
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bers Amy Poehler (center) and Paul Rudd
at the premiere of the film at the 2014

Sundance Film Festival, on Friday, Jan 24,
2014, in Park City, Utah. — AP 
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This photo shows music industry entrepreneur Jimmy Iovine (left) and hip-hop mogul Dr.
Dre at a Grammy Party in Los Angeles. — AP photos 
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Honoree Carole King (left) and CEO/President of the National Academy of
Recording Arts & Sciences Neil Portnow perform onstage at The 2014 MusiCares
Person Of The Year Gala Honoring Carole King at Los Angeles Convention Center
on January 24, 2014 in Los Angeles, California. — AFP photos


