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He ruled the Boston underworld with an iron
fist for nearly 30 years, while police stood by.
James “Whitey” Bulger has become a

Hollywood myth. But a new documentary seeks the
truth behind the mobster. “Whitey: United States of
America v. James J Bulger” by Oscar-nominated
director Joe Berlinger was presented out of competi-
tion at the Sundance Film Festival this week. “I have
long been fascinated by the Bulger story,” the film-
maker told AFP.  “Here’s a guy who reigned over
Boston’s criminal underworld for almost thee
decades, wasn’t even stopped for a traffic ticket. 

“And when the heat got on, he was tipped off,
fled and was on the road. And when he was finally
caught, it became very clear that for years, they really
weren’t looking for him.” Protected by corrupt offi-
cials, Bulger was all-powerful in Boston in the 1970s,
80s and 90s. But he was finally arrested near Los
Angeles in 2011 after 16 years on the run. After a
long-awaited trial, he was convicted of 11 murders
last August and given several life sentences. The trial
was “one of the biggest legal proceedings in
Massachusetts history, probably since the Sacco and
Vanzetti trial in the 1920s,” said Berlinger, saying he
used it “as a springboard to kind of tell the whole 30-
year story.”

Bulger has had dozens of books written about
him, and was the inspiration behind Jack Nicholson’s
character in Martin Scorsese’s 2006 film “The
Departed,” as well as two other projects currently
being developed in Hollywood. “He has passed into
such popular consciousness in the American cultural
myth-making machine,” said the director.

The documentary is comprehensively

researched, and includes a rare telephone interview
with Bulger himself with his lawyer after last year’s
trial, as well as first-hand testimony from victims’
families. It pulls few punches in recounting 30 years
of terror in Boston and the official corruption which
abetted it. “This film is not an apology for him. He’s a
vicious brutal killer and he deserves to be behind
bars, but there are questions of corruption that have
yet to be answered,” said Berlinger. 

The biggest suspicions concern the FBI, which
was allegedly “bought off” by Bulger to cover his
activities, before alerting him to his imminent arrest
so that he could flee. The Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI), which insists on the contrary that
Bulger was their “spy,” is the only key actor who
declined to take part in the documentary. “My disap-
pointment in the trial is that a number of areas of
inquiry that would have exposed much deeper gov-

ernment corruption were not addressed,” said the
filmmaker.

“People deserve to know how corrupt our institu-
tions can become, if in fact it’s true.” He also regrets
that Bulger was unable to defend his theory that the
prosecutor at the time offered Bulger immunity in
exchange for protection, fearing for his life after a
wave of mafia arrests. “I was greatly disappointed
that the defense of Bulger was so narrowly defined
by the government. He was not allowed to present
certain witnesses. He was not allowed to present his
immunity claim.

“He claims he was given immunity because of a
personal promise to the then prosecutor who could
have prosecuted him. “This was a disappointment
because a basic tenet of the American judicial sys-
tem is that the defendant should be allowed to pres-
ent a full and meaningful defense, even if you don’t
agree with it.”

The reaction of observers after the death of one
of the witnesses during the trial illustrated the gener-
al climate of suspicion. “I don’t believe he was
bumped off by anybody related to the case,” he said.
But he added: “When it was announced that he was
killed, everyone who was covering the case, the peo-
ple attending the trial, discussed as a very real and
tangible possibility that the government might have
been involved in killing him. “This shows you the
depth of depravity that was shown in that court-
room and how shaken to the core people’s belief in
the justice system has gotten.” — AFP

Music’s biggest stars gather tomorrow for the Grammys,
with artists ranging from the Beatles and veteran rapper
Jay-Z to newcomers like New Zealand’s Lorde and rapper

Kendrick Lamar up for honors. French electro sensation Daft Punk,
pop diva Taylor Swift, chart-topper Justin Timberlake and Seattle
hip hop duo Macklemore and Ryan Lewis are also among those
vying for prizes at music’s version of the Oscars in Los Angeles. 

Surviving Beatles Paul McCartney and Ringo Starr will perform
as organizers the Recording Academy belatedly bestow a Lifetime
Achievement Award on the Fab Four, while preparing to mark 50
years since their famous first US TV appearance. Performers at the
awards show include a who’s who of music’s finest, ranging from
Katy Perry and Robin Thicke to veterans Carole King, Chicago and
an unlikely duet by rockers Metallica with acclaimed Chinese
pianist Lang Lang. 

The first couple of hip-hop, Jay-Z and Beyonce, are also expect-
ed to perform while pop legend Madonna will strut her stuff at the
show, brought forward from its usual February date to avoid
media conflicts with the Sochi Winter Olympics. Going into
Sunday’s show, Jay-Z tops nominations with nine nods, followed
by California hip-hop star Lamar, Macklemore and Ryan Lewis,
Timberlake and Pharrell Williams with seven each, while Canadian

rapper Drake scored five.  “This year’s nominations reflect the tal-
ented community of music makers who represent some of the
highest levels of excellence and artistry of the year in their respec-
tive fields,” said Recording Academy head Neil Portnow. Tipped by
many for coveted Record Of The Year is Daft Punk’s “Get Lucky,”
but rival nominees include Kiwi teenager Lorde’s “Royals,”
“Radioactive” by Imagine Dragons and Hawaiian crooner Bruno
Mars’ “Locked Out Of Heaven.” 

Thicke’s “Blurred Lines,” made infamous by Miley Cyrus’ twerk-
ing at last year’s MTV Video Music Awards show, is also competing
for the evening’s top prize. In the Album of the Year category,
Swift’s “Red” will compete with Daft Punk’s “Random Access
Memories,” Macklemore and Ryan Lewis’s “The Heist,” Lamar’s
“Good Kid, M.A.A.D City” and Sara Bareilles’ “The Blessed Unrest.”
Shortlisted for Song of the Year-for songwriters-are “Just Give Me
A Reason” sung by Pink; “Locked Out Of Heaven” sung by Mars;
“Roar” sung by Perry; “Royals” sung by Lorde, and “Same Love”
sung by Macklemore and Ryan Lewis. 

Macklemore and Ryan Lewis was also nominated for Best New
Artist, against Lamar, country singer Kacey Musgraves and British
singer-songwriters James Blake and Ed Sheeran. The 56th annual
Grammy Awards show will include a “Grammy moment” bringing

together country music veterans Merle Haggard, Kris Kristofferson,
Willie Nelson and Blake Shelton. 

The show, at the Staples Center in downtown Los Angeles, will
climax with a rock supergroup featuring Nine Inch Nails, Queens of
the Stone Age, Foo Fighters frontman Dave Grohl and Fleetwood
Mac’s Lindsey Buckingham. Presenters include Cyndi Lauper, Yoko
Ono, Smokey Robinson, and Jared Leto 

who is basking in awards season glory for the Oscar-nominated
activist film “Dallas Buyers Club,” but who also fronts an LA band,
“30 Seconds to Mars.” McCartney will accept a lifetime achieve-
ment award for the Beatles, one of seven to receive the honor also
including Kristofferson, the Isley Brothers and German electro
music pioneers Kraftwerk. McCartney and Starr will also reunite for
a Grammys tribute event being recorded Monday, and set to air on
February 9 — the 50th anniversary of their appearance on the Ed
Sullivan show, launching Beatlemania in the United States. — AFP

Beatles to be honored at Grammys, 50 years on

Macklemore performs during the Grammy Nominations Concert at the Nokia
Theatre in Los Angeles in this file photo. — AFP  photos

Lorde performs at the Grammy Nominations Concert Live!! at the Nokia Theatre at LA Live in Los Angeles,
California in this file photo. 

Sundance film probes myth of Boston mob boss Bulger

This 2011 United States Marshals Service mug shot shows former organized crime figure
James “Whitey” Bulger, who ruled the Boston underworld with an iron fist for nearly 30
years. — AFP 


