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EMBASSY OF SOUTH AFRICA
South African Citizens, who are out of
the country, are not already regis-
tered and wish to apply for registra-
tion to vote in the upcoming General
Elections, are hereby offered the opportunity
to apply for registration.

Registration is now open daily during
working hours from 08h30 to 15h30 at the SA
Embassy at Villa No 3, House No 91, Street 1,
Block 10, Salwa.  The closing date for registra-
tion will be 7 February 2014.

To be eligible to register at the SA Embassy,
a person must :

• Be a SA Citizen and be 16 years of age and
older;

• Submit a valid green bar-coded Identity
Document, a valid Temporary Identity
Certificate (valid for 2 months) or a Smart
Card;

• Submit  a valid SA Passport; and
• Submit in person the application form,

the identity document and a valid passport.
NOTE :  If you are already registered to vote

in SA but are now living abroad, you are NOT
required to re-register - best is to check your
registration status on www.elections.org.za.  If
you discover that you are not registered to
vote, then you are advised to register.  

For any further enquiries, phone :  Tel :
25617988 during working hours or visit the
IEC Website at www.elections.org.za

EMBASSY OF US 
The US Embassy in Kuwait has new pro-
cedures for obtaining appointments
and picking up passports after visa
issuance.  We now provide an online
visa appointment system, live call cen-
ter, and in-person pick-up facilities in Kuwait.
Please monitor our website and social media for
additional information. This new system offers
more flexibility for travelers to the US and to
meet the increase in demand for visa appoint-
ments.

The general application steps on the new visa
appointment system are:
1. Go to www.ustraveldocs.com/kw (if this is the

first time on ustraveldocs.com, you will need
to create a profile to login).

2. Please complete your DS-160 Online Visa
Application which is available at
ceac.state.gov/genNIV.

3. Please print and take your deposit slip to any
Burgan Bank location to pay your visa appli-
cation fee.

4. Schedule an appointment for your visa inter-
view online at www.ustraveldocs.com/kw or
by phone through the Call Center (at +965-
2227-1673).

5. If you need to change or cancel your appoint-
ment, please do so 24 hours beforehand, as a
courtesy to other applicants. For more infor-
mation, please visit the US Embassy website -
kuwait.usembassy.gov - as it is the best
source of information regarding these
changes.

EMBASSY OF CANADA
Citizenship and Immigration Canada
(CIC) is happy to announce that a
NEW visa application centre (VAC) is
now open and serving applicants. The VAC is
located at: 12th Floor, Al Nassar Tower, Fahad Al
Salem Street Alqibla Area, Kuwait City, Kuwait
(Parking available at: Al Watiya Souk) 

E-mail: info.cankuw@vfshelpline.com
Telephone: +965 2291 3770. Anyone wishing to
apply for a temporary resident (visitor) visa,
study permit, work permit or permanent resi-
dent travel document is encouraged to take
advantage of the services provided at the VAC.
The VAC is also equipped to collect biometrics,
for all nationals that must submit their biomet-
ric information as part of their application. For
more information on what VACs do, please visit
the CIC website at www.cic.gc.ca/VAC.  
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EMBASSY OF INDIA 
India and Kuwait have enjoyed historical-
ly close, warm and friendly ties.  The visit
of His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Prime Minister of
Kuwait to India in November 2013 has imparted a
new thrust to the strengthening further of the bilat-
eral ties.  To facilitate travel of Kuwaiti nationals to
India for business, tourism, medical and study pur-
poses, the embassy has adopted the following visa
structure for Kuwaiti nationals with immediate
effect:

Please apply Indian visa online at www.bls-inter-
national.com and deposit visa application, with
applicable visa fee and service charge, at either M/s.
BLS International Services, Emad Commercial
Centre, Basement floor Ahmed Al-Jaber Street,
Sharq, Kuwait city (Telephone: 22986607 - Fax:
22470006) or  M/s. BLS International Services,
Mujamma Unood, 4th floor, Office No.25-26 Makka
Street, Entrance 5, Fahaheel, Kuwait (Telephone:
22986607 - Fax: 22470006).  For additional informa-
tion, please contact Second Secretary (Consular) in
the Embassy at sscons@indembkwt.org.

In addition, a service charge of KD 5 will also
apply for each visa service provided.

On January 9th, the American Corner
at the American University of
Kuwait (AUK) Library hosted a cere-

mony to honor the very first group to com-
plete a Massive Open Online Course
(MOOC). The course was entitled”21st
Century American Foreign Policy” and was
offered by Dr. Bruce Jentleson of Duke
University. Dr. Nizar Hamzeh, AUK Interim
President, Dr. Lisa Heilbronn, the Counselor
for Public Affairs at the Embassy of the
United States of America, and Dr.
Gholamreza Vatandoust, an Associate
Professor at the Department of
International Relations, attended the cere-
mony.

Ms. Asma Al-Kanan, Library Director and
the Coordinator of American Corner
Activities, welcomed everyone and spoke
of what has been achieved over the past
few months, emphasizing the importance
of continuing education and the potential
MOOCs offer to revolutionize the world of

academia. She then invited Farah Al-
Shamali, one of the graduates who com-
pleted the online course and managed the
group, to speak about the experience on
behalf of herself and her colleagues. She
explained that this was a rare opportunity -
to be given a chance to create a new
knowledge base instead of simply taking in
information already accepted as such.  Also,
participating in discussion threads on var-
ied issues with students around the world
proved to be an enlightening experience. 

The three AUK alumni; Radia Al-Afili,
Dalal Marafie and Farah Al-Shamali, were
presented with certificates to signify their
successful accomplishment. President Nizar
Hamzeh expressed his pride in the alumni
who participated, and in AUK offering such
opportunities that encourage critical think-
ing and urges other AUK students and
graduates to follow in their footsteps. 

(From left): Ms. May Katkhuda, Director of Information Resource Center at the US Embassy; Ms Asma Al-Kanan, Library Director and the Coordinator of  American Corner
Activities; Dr. Nizar Hamzeh, AUK Interim President; AUK Alumna Radia Al-Afili; AUK Alumna Farah Al-Shamali; Dr Lisa Heilbronn, Counselor for Public Affairs at the Embassy
of USA; Dr Gholamreza Vatandoust, Associate Professor of International Relations.

AUK Alums successfully 

complete MOOC course

AUK Alumna Radia Al-Afili receiving her award from Dr Hamzeh and Dr Heilbronn. AUK Alumna Farah Al-Shamali receiving her award from Dr Hamzeh and Dr eilbronn.

AUK Alumna Dalal Marafie receiving her award from Dr Hamzeh and Dr Heilbronn.

Indian Community Welfare Fund (ICWF) has been
established by the Ministry of Overseas Indian
Affairs (MOIA), Government of India, with an aim

to provide following welfare services to the mem-
bers of Indian Community in distress:

(i) Boarding and lodging for distressed overseas
Indian workers in household / domestic sectors and
unskilled labourers;

(ii) Extending emergency medical care to the
overseas Indians in need;

(iii) Providing air passage to India to stranded
overseas Indians in need;

(iv) Providing initial legal assistance to the over-
seas Indians in deserving cases,

(v) Expenditure on incidentals and for airlifting
the mortal remains to India or local cremation/burial
of the deceased overseas Indian in such cases where
a sponsor is unable or unwilling to do so as per the
contract and the family is unable to meet the cost.

2. Indian workers in need of emergency assis-
tance or any other overseas Indian citizens who are
in distress would be the main beneficiaries of the
Fund. 

4. The ICWF is self sustained by the Embassy
through funds raised by levying a nominal service
charge on consular services and through voluntary
contributions from the Indian community. So, the
expenditure on the activities mentioned above
would be met by levying a nominal charge as per
GOI guidelines. The amount fixed by the MOIA is Rs
100/- per document for all consular services, which
comes out to be 0.500 KD (rounded figure) in local
currency. The consular services include passport
related services, attestation of documents, relation
certificates, and other miscellaneous services. 
The link pertaining to the details of the ICWF funds is
ttp://moia.gov.in/services.aspx?id1=345&idp=345&
mainid=73 

DOG:
Jack  is a 7 month-old male Jack Russell Terrier. He is
super friendly, social and loves to play! He would do
best in a home with kids over 10. For more information
about Jack call (+965) 67001622 or email
info@kspath.org.

CAT:
Carlton is a 2 year-old male Blue Russian. He is friendly,
laid-back and likes to wander around the house! Carlton
would be a great addition to a family with kids over 12. For
more information about Carlton call (+965) 67001622 or
email info@kspath.org.

Embassy of India
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Souhridavedi conducts New Year, 

family get together celebrations

Souhridavedhi Kuwait conducted New Year
Celebrations & Family Get together in a colorful
atmosphere at Salmiya.  The programme was inaugu-

rated by George Panachayil (President) by lighting the tra-
ditional lamp, Samkutty George, Ashwin M.V., Jean Joseph
Abraham, Lionel Fernandes, Roy T. Sam, Sagar Nair,
Varghese T.T. & Thomas George (Wilson) felicitated on the
occasion.  The get together was attended by members and
their families. A variety of games and various other activi-
ties were conducted for the members which added color
to the event.  The get together ended with a prayer song
by children which was followed by a grand dinner in Kerala
style. Parimanam Manoj (Secretary) welcomed all & Manoj
Menon (Treasurer) proposed the vote of thanks.


