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KAC seals deal to

buy 25 Airbus jets
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KUWAIT: Loss-making state-owned Kuwait Airways Co
signed contracts with Airbus yesterday to buy 25
planes, its first order for new aircraft in more than 20
years, the airline’s chairwoman said. Under the deals,
KAC will buy 15 A320neo and 10 A350-900 aircraft, with
an option to buy 10 more - five from each category, said
Rasha Al-Roumi, cited by the official KUNA news
agency. Delivery is to commence in 2019. The second
contract stipulates the lease of seven A320s and five
A330s. They will start arriving in December and will all
be delivered before next summer, said Roumi, who was
appointed to the post last month. 

The value of the deals was not disclosed but local
media put the figure at around $4.0 billion. KAC, which
is being readied for privatisation, and Airbus signed a
memorandum of understanding in December. Earlier
this month, parliament called on its legal committee to
investigate the new deals by KAC, and the probe should
be completed within one month. 

The contracts were signed after a main obstacle was
moved out of the way on Monday, a local daily reported
yesterday. Airbus had requested insurance for the
leased planes, but KAC could not make any decision
without the government’s approval. But this changed
during the Cabinet’s weekly meeting on Monday, when
acting finance minister Abdulmohsen Al-Mudej was giv-
en authorization to sign a government letter of credit
that paves the way to make the highly-anticipated deal
official.

Continued on Page13

Contract signed after final hurdle cleared • Nisf officially out

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: For the second day in a row,
bedoons protested in Taima in Jahra
amidst a heavy security blockade
around the area, said security sources,
noting that security forces arrested
political activist Abdul Hakeem Al-Fadhli
and a state security case was filed
against him. 

The sources said security forces used
tear gas and percussion grenades to dis-
perse protesters who took to the streets
to condemn what they described as the
‘abduction’ of bedoon activist Abdullah
Atallah, who was pursued by detectives
in six civilian vehicles, forced to pull over
and arrested for statements he made
insulting Interior Minister Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and his
predecessor Sheikh Ahmad Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah. He had also called for dismiss-
ing the head of the bedoon central
apparatus chief Saleh Al-Fadhalah. 

Continued on Page 13

Bedoons step up protests in Taima

KUWAIT: Fires burn in Taima in Jahra after bedoons held a protest yesterday. (Right) A policeman is treated after he was
injured in clashes. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Justice, Awqaf, and
Islamic Affairs held yesterday its annual celebration
of honoring winners in its Quran memorization
and recitation contest at which His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah was the
guest of honor.

In a speech to the gathering of the contestants,
their families and relatives, and numerous govern-
ment officials, the Minister of Justice noted that
this was the 17th year that the ministry honored
young people who had excelled in memorizing
and reciting the Holy Quran.

Up to 2,640 contestants took part in this year’s
contest, he said, out of whom 1,767 reached the
final eliminations round and 173 winners were
selected from both sexes.

In a similar speech, head of the Secretariat
Affairs at the ministry, Abdulmohsen Al-Jarallah Al-

Kharafi welcomed the increasing number of
female contestants and listed the Secretariat’s
efforts in promoting the status of women in socie-
ty, through the launching of many campaigns
under such banners as Alimony and Child Support,
Marriage Counseling, Women and Means of Self-

Support. Moreover, he said the Secretariat had
issued a Declaration for Protection of Women from
Family Violence. The celebration included showing
a short documentary on the history of the contest,
after which His Highness the Amir gave out valu-
able prizes to the winners.  —KUNA

Amir attends Quran memorization awards ceremony

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah attending the ceremony to honor winners of the Quran memorization and recitation contest.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah is a unique example
of a patriotic leader and continues
to accumulate unique accomplish-
ments in a career he started back in
the early 1960s, Information
Minister and State Minister for
Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah said
yesterday.

The minister’s remark comes as
the country marks today the eighth
anniversary of His Highness the
Crown Prince taking of the consti-
tutional oath before the National
Assembly.

“The high status our country
enjoys within the international

community today is result of the
wise leadership of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah ... and the
two continue to strive to meet their
people’s ambitions for a modern
state with strong backbone of sci-
ence, know-how, and the latest
technology ... (which would enable
it to become) an international trade
center.”

Having served in several posts
since the start of his career, Sheikh
Nawaf succeeded in leaving a
strong impression and legacy, the
minister noted, and had always
served as the greatest example of

striving to preserve national unity,
upholding democracy and the con-
stitution, and stressing rule of law.

“A unique and un-paralleled
example of love of homeland, we
see that His Highness rarely leaves
the country, as he feels ease and
comfort only among his fellow citi-
zens,” the minister said.

His Highness the Crown Prince
successfully served as statesman,
and is seen devoted to serve along-
side his Amir for the welfare of the
homeland and people, as well as to
serve just causes of world peace
and humanity, Sheikh Salman not-
ed.

HH Sheikh Nawaf has a special
place in the hearts of Kuwaitis,

which is equivalent to the pride
and love he has for them, said
Director General and Chairman of
Kuwait News Agency Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Ibrahim Al-
Sabah.

HH has always been providing
support and influential help to
Kuwait throughout the years. He is
a great role model and a faithful
leader who is dedicated to serving
his country and its people as he
continues to leave prominent
impressions in various fields, he
said, noting that his achievements,
especially in Hawally governorate,
were unique as he was able to turn
it into a major tourist and commer-
cial spot. —KUNA

CP a unique example of a patriotic leader

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: The World Bank has a strategy to
ensure healthcare for all people through the
new Universal Health Insurance Law. Many
people, especially in poor countries, don’t
have easy access to healthcare, and they
have to pay great amount of money to get
medical treatment. The World Bank is run-
ning a training event for the heath sector
with a team from Harvard University and the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) in various countries in
the MENA region, and held a workshop in
Kuwait to address challenges and indentify
solutions in the health system in the GCC
countries. This workshop is sponsored by the
World Bank in association with the
International Monetary Fund’s Center for
Economics and Finance (CEF).

“We focus on specific issues related to each
country. We also met Minister of Health Dr Ali
Al-Obaidi and other officials to familiarize poli-
cymakers with the World Bank’s latest regional
strategy on health in the Arab world.
Strengthening healthcare systems in the GCC
countries is key to improved fairness and
accountability, as even in the rich GCC coun-

tries, most expats don’t receive health services
for the same cost as the citizens do,” said Enis
Baris, World Bank Sector Manager for Health
in the MENA region and co-author of the
strategy during a press conference held yes-
terday at the World Bank office. 

The workshop - Health Systems Challenges
and Solutions in Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) Countries - brings together 32 represen-
tatives from the ministries of health, finance
and planning, and health agencies like the
Supreme Council of Health Services, as well as
hospitals and health insurance companies.
The trainers focused on key challenges in the
health systems and the necessary solutions,
drawing on global best practices. This session
is part of a series of human development
related courses held in partnership between
the World Bank and the IMF center.

“The GCC countries have made important
strides in improving the health standards of
their populations but government spending
on healthcare remains low and does not
meet people’s expectations. The GCC govern-
ments spend an average of 7 percent of their
annual budgets on healthcare compared to
the 17 percent spent by OECD countries,”
added Baris. 

World Bank holds health

training event in Kuwait

By Omar Ali

KUWAIT: A source close to the Kharafi Group
(MAK) denied to the Kuwait Times yesterday
reports in Kuwait’s Arabic press that National
Bank of Kuwait Group CEO Ibrahim Dabdoub
had been recruited to become MAK’s Group CEO. 

The report in Alaan online newspaper
sparked a social media buzz, with the report
claiming that the step was intended so that

Dabdoub might ‘reorganize’ the executive
structure of the Kuwaiti conglomerate, one
of the largest in the Arab world. 

Dabdoub has served with the National
Bank of Kuwait for more than 50 years and
was Group CEO since 2008. NBK announced
in December 2013 that the highly respected
banker would step down following the gen-
eral assembly meeting, scheduled for March
2014.

Dabdoub not to be 

Kharafi Group head

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah (center)
speaks near Russian Foreign Minister, Sergey Lavrov (left) and the Gulf
Cooperation Council Scretary General Abdul Latif Al-Zayyani during a press confer-
ence yesterday at Bayan Palace after their third Ministerial Meeting for Strategic
Dialogue between the GCC countries and Russia. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Velina Nacheva

KUWAIT: There are growing attempts to depict
the outcome of the Geneva II talks on the Syria cri-
sis as a failure, which brings suspicion that those
talking about a failure are secretly conspiring a
military solution. This is unacceptable for Russia,
said Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov. “Let’s
wait until it’s (the talks are) over before we say that
it is a failure,” Lavrov said in response to a question
about the differences in opinion on Syria during
the GCC and Russia ministerial meeting held in
Kuwait yesterday. Lavrov agreed that there were
differences of opinion, but said both sides were
committed to a peaceful settlement. 

Lavrov made the remarks during a press con-
ference held after the session of the Third
Ministerial Meeting for Strategic Dialogue
between the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
countries and the Russian federation at Bayan
Palace yesterday. The meeting focused on ways to
boost bilateral relations and mutual cooperation
between the GCC countries and Russia, in addi-
tion to regional and international issues of joint
interest. 

According to Lavrov, the two sides had “minor
differences on tactical matters... but we are mov-
ing towards one goal”.”We concur that everything
must be done to ease the situation in Syria and to
end the bloodshed,” he said. During the press
conference, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Sabah said, “Regarding the situa-

tion in Syria, the views of the two sides were dif-
ferent, but they agreed to continue contacts in a
bid to reach a common understanding.” Lavrov
stressed that there is an urgent task to “ease the
humanitarian situation in Syria” where the suffer-
ing continues. ”Probably it is not as fast as we
want it to be. Humanitarian aid and local cease-
fires should be negotiated,” he said. 

The ongoing bloodshed in Syria, Iran’s nuclear
program and the advancement of the
Palestinian-Israeli peace talks were the focal point
of discussion during the Russia-GCC ministerial
meeting. Lavrov said that earlier in the day he
extended an invitation on behalf of Russian
President Vladimir Putin to HH the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to visit
Moscow. 

On the rising tensions in Ukraine leading to
the death of 25 people, Lavrov said it “was a coup
attempt or a military seizure of power”.  Lavrov
elaborated that the events in Ukraine are a provo-
cation from Western countries who interfere in
the domestic affairs of the country. Flirting with
radicals and threats of sanctions provoked these
actions, he said.  

Since the start of the Syria crisis that has
claimed 140,000 lives in the past three years,
Russia has blocked Security Council resolutions
three times. Yesterday, Interfax quoted Lavrov as
saying that a UN resolution on aid to Syria can be
agreed “in the coming days” if UN Security
Council members do not politicize the issue”. 

Gulf states, Russia 

disagree on Syria
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By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A ‘structural reform’ of Kuwait’s education
system is needed to help build ‘real democracy’ in the
country. This was the message by Rania Al-Nakib,
assistant professor of education and a researcher on
human rights and education, during a panel discus-
sion at the American University of Kuwait (AUK) on
Tuesday. The lecture titled ‘The Meaning of
Democracy in Kuwait’ explored the issue of democra-
cy and the various facets of social and political life
necessary for its full realization in Kuwait. The forum
moderated by AUK’s Farah Al-Nakib also included
Communication Chairman of Gulf University for
Science and Technology Fahad Al-Sumait and politi-
cal and economic researcher Saleh Al-Nafisi, who crit-
ically unraveled the meaning of democracy in Kuwait
and helped AUK students analyze Kuwait’s complex
experiences as a self-proclaimed democratic nation. 

Rania Al-Nakib, who is assistant professor at Gulf
University for Science and Technology, revealed
some of her research where she found the need for a
complete ‘makeover’ of Kuwait’s educational system
to call the nation a ‘real democracy’.  She said the
school system is a reflection of a country as a whole.
“During my case study, I visited and went around
many school campuses - some of my visits were in

the most affluent areas in Kuwait. There was no place
for students to sit, so they ended up on the sidewalk
having their lunch in the hot weather. I wondered if
they have any place indoors to congregate - there
are no cafeterias because the ministry bans them for
health reasons,” she mentioned. 

“I walked inside the library - there were some
tables and only a few books available. Students are
not allowed there during the break, and the auditori-
um was closed. I saw a mosque but the door of the
mosque was locked - I was told it has always been so.
So there is no place for students to get together to
discuss their issues. The classrooms were dull with
almost nothing on the walls. An air of dominance
hangs in the air - if you have such an environment,
you are controlling the students. Their movements
and as well as their knowledge can be easily con-
trolled. You see how they are being dictated to,”
Nakib said. 

Such an atmosphere limits their abilities and
movements. “Even solving simple cases would not be
easily done by these students,” she noted. “The min-
istry has complete control over the teachers - there
are lots of controls and supervisions. The education
system in Kuwait perpetuates the distinctions by cre-
ating homogenous schools. Expats are not allowed
in public schools except for a few whose parents are

teachers. The danger of this system is that it can
ingrain an attitude of supremacy in schools by the
dominant population - all this is undemocratic. If we
want real democracy, and we should be real,” she
pointed out. 

Saleh Al-Nafisi however mentioned that some
issues, especially the rights of expats, which was also
discussed during the forum, were issues related to
human rights. “There are some issues that should be
treated as matters of human rights, except of course
of the bedoons, because either they’ll be granted
nationality or not. It’s a separate issue,” he said. He
however conceded the fact that most of the produc-
tive members of the society are expatriates and not
citizens,” he added. 

On Feb 25, Kuwait marks the date in 1950 that
Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, known in Kuwait as the
father of Kuwaiti democracy, came to power. The
National Day also marks the anniversary of Kuwait’s
independence from Britain in 1961, which was fol-
lowed by the promulgation of the constitution in
1962 and the creation of Kuwait’s National Assembly
the following year. It is said that Kuwait is a modern
and democratic state. But is Kuwait truly a democra-
cy? These were the statements on a banner dis-
played at the auditorium to encourage students to
attend the panel discussion. 

KUWAIT: The US Embassy in Kuwait held a commemoration
event on Tuesday with over 300 guests including students in
the English Access Microscholarship Program, as well as their
families and friends at the Al-Amricani Cultural Centre. The
event was coordinated with AMIDEAST. US Ambassador
Matthew H. Tueller welcomed attendees.

“[This is] a great way to remind ourselves of the longstand-
ing friendship Kuwaitis and Americans have shared, and a great
sign of the support we have shown, each other over the years, a
relationship I have treasured throughout my term as US ambas-
sador.” Guests heard from three prominent Kuwaitis embedded
with the US military during the Gulf War who spoke about their

experiences. The speakers included Adel Abbas, environmental
engineer at Kuwait Gulf Oil Company, Saud Al-Zaid Chief
Corporate Affairs officer at Zain Communication, and Maen M.
Al-Rasheed, Chairman of Boubyan International Industries
Holding Company. The English Access Program is a US
Department of State funded two-year English language pro-

gram for Kuwaiti students administered by AMIDEAST. In addi-
tion to language studies, students engage in cultural and lead-
ership activities, community service, and discussions about
educational opportunities. Since its establishment in Kuwait in
2004, the Access Program has worked with over 1,000 Kuwaiti
students ages 13-15. 

US Embassy, Access students commemorate Liberation Day

KUWAIT: US Ambassador Matthew H. Tueller and other dignitaries attending the commemoration event. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: Professor Rania Al-Nakib talking to AUK professors.  
— Photo by Joseph Shagra
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UN mediator Lakhdar Brahimi announced on Saturday that
round two of peace talks in Geneva had ended with no
success. Despite the fanfare about Geneva talks, we knew

that the talks would fail for objective reasons. At the heart of the
talks is the implementation of the Geneva I of June 2012, some-
thing that the Syrian regime is unlikely to consider. Not surpris-
ing, the sticking point was the Assad’s delegation’s refusal to dis-
cuss a transitional governing body to oversee the transitional
period.

While no date has been set for a future round of talks, the pic-
ture cannot be more obvious. Assad is not expected to send a
delegation to negotiate his departure. On the contrary, Assad
sent the delegation to establish partnership with the West to
fight terrorism. Meanwhile, his forces are still bombarding various
neighborhoods of different cities in order to win the battle mili-
tarily.

Some days ago, the Syrian government went a step further. It
added the opposition delegates at Geneva 2 to a “terrorist list”
and confiscated their assets. This move is nothing but an insult to
the opposition negotiators and their international supporters.
Asked about the reasons for adding the National Coalition to the
“terrorist list,” the Syrian government said: “This has nothing to do
with the Geneva conference. Whoever refuses to fight terrorism
is part of terrorism.” Explicit in the regime’s behavior is that it will
not budge as long as there is no price tag. Assad and his support-
ers - Hezbollah and Iran - understand that the balance of power
on the ground is not favoring the opposition. Therefore, short of
changing this balance of power, Assad will not implement
Geneva I resolution.

To be sure, the United States has just begun to understand
the need for a change in the balance of power on the ground
should it hope for a better results. The impasse in Geneva talks
has pushed the US to rethink its approach to the Syrian crisis. US
Secretary of State John Kerry said on Friday that Washington was
looking for policy options on Syria. In Kerry’s words, President
Obama “has asked all of us to think about various options that
may or may not exist.”

Given the circumstances, Obama has no option but to consid-
er another approach. Therefore, the reassessment of the policy
on the Syrian crisis should send a clear message to Assad that he
cannot continue with his current policy of buying time while try-
ing to finish off the opposition. Perhaps, the US seeks to send
another message to Assad’s allies in Moscow and Tehran. When
the US says that there is no military solution to the conflict, it
does not mean that changing the balance of power on the
ground is not a policy option for Washington. Against this back-
drop, one can understand the inclination of the US to send some
weapons to the moderate elements of the opposition.
Meanwhile, other players in the region, especially the ones who
are frustrated by the weakness of Obama, have unlocked arms
supplies for the rebels. 

In fact, the aerial bombardment of Aleppo has increased the
number of victims to alarming rates. And there is no way of stop-
ping this without neutralizing the Syrian air force. Sadly, the
Syrian regime has been indifferent to the well being of the Syrian
people. Ironically, Assad’s crackdown on Aleppo during the
Geneva talks has been the bloodiest! In brief, it is hard to avoid
the realization that ending the conflict entails a new escalation. In
other words, providing the opposition with effective weapons
can shorten the struggle and put the conflict to an end.

Talks not enough 

for Assad

in my view

By Hassan Barari

All the hype about Kuwait’s national holidays were
enough to deceive my wife into deciding to invite
her nephew, who works as an engineer in Qatar, to

come over and enjoy the celebrations in Kuwait. Like any
normal citizen, I went to the Hawally Immigration
Department and applied for a family visit visa, and was
handed over a number of papers to fill up and was told to
pay fines if any.

I returned the next day and submitted the documents.
They then asked me to provide a photocopy of my wife’s
visa and her civil ID in addition to my own ID. They also
asked for a photocopy of the nephew’s university degree,
as well as the page in his passport that carries the valid
Qatari visa. Furthermore, they asked for the visitor’s birth
certificate because they wanted to make sure that he is
truly my wife’s nephew and not some homeless man that
we are trying to ‘smuggle’ into Kuwait.

After so much effort that involved a lot of phone calls
and stopping by state departments here and there, we
were able to obtain the signature and stamps of the head
of department and his superior on the visa documents.
However, the ‘honorable’ Kuwaiti employee refused to
accept the application because the birth certificate did
not include the name of the person to be invited to
Kuwait.

I tried to explain to her that the certificate is tempo-
rary and was issued to the parents who did not settle on

a name for their child after he was born. I even asked her
to compare the parents’ names and dates of birth as
mentioned in the passport, but the Kuwaiti employee
insisted that the application cannot be processed. At that
point, I tore all the documents and threw them in the
trash, then told her calmly: “It’s not your fault - it is my
fault for putting myself in this situation”.

I went back to my office and told my friend, who
works in a local hotel, about what happened. He asked
me to send KD 50, which is the fee to reserve a room in
his hotel, and a photocopy of the passport of my wife’s
nephew. Six hours after I did what he said, the visit visa
came right to my desk! I later discovered that a resident
in a Gulf state who has a higher academic decree is
exempt from regular visa procedures.

As I sat down and recalled the suffering I went
through during the past few days including going from
one office to another, printing countless documents,
making dozens of international phone calls and stand-
ing in so many lines, the ‘proud to be Kuwaiti’ slogan
came to my mind. I started asking myself what exactly is
it worth being proud of when we have the amount of
failure that we didn’t have only a few years back. How
can we be proud when the productivity of our labor
forces is this low? Or should we be proud of news about
corruption and theft that have become regular in the
daily press? —Al-Qabas

Proud to be unproductive!

kuwait digest

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

This article is about four years late. I should have written
it when I reached the age of forty but it seems that I did
not notice this transition at the time because I was too

carried away by my own ideas, aspirations, intentions and
self conflicts! By the age of forty, a man reaches the climax of
maturity, as the Holy Quran says. This means that he reaches
the zenith of physical and spiritual maturity and thus
becomes more capable of facing and enduring challenges
and daily burdens. However, even if he does not realize it
until years later like myself, he actually starts descending
from that climax and signs proving this fact start showing in
the form of grey hair that start appearing as quickly as shin-
ing stars in the middle of a very dark and clear night, that is,
of course, if he does not turn bald. Wrinkles will start making
grooves on his face, neck and limbs; his muscles and bones
will seem to let him down whenever he attempts routine
movements and physical activities he used to do. 

Honestly speaking, one tends to deny the existence of
those signs at the beginning and tries convincing himself
otherwise. He would keep clinging to the zeal and strength
of childhood and adulthood which soon let him down and
hand him over to the feebleness of his real age. This is the
truth no matter how hard one tries denying it! Life goes on
and our bodies and souls do age, giving us ineffaceable
marks and signs. 

Having said so with total regret for the passing of my
youthful years to which I look back today wishing I had done
this or that, I am not actually implying that by reaching such

an age one should in any way give up doing his favorite
activities or stop thinking of doing tasks that require a great
deal of energy. Reaching the age of forty really means that
man is ready to start his real life and has at least become
spiritually ready to carry on living the new phase with a great
deal of will and determination. His physical fitness and abili-
ties will surely let him down at the beginning, especially if he
had been leading a sedentary lifestyle. However, with some
determination, practice and some exercise, he will soon get
over it!

Ladies and gentlemen, especially those of the same age
as me and those older, one should not give up doing any of
their favorite activities with the excuse of ageing, getting
grey hair or wrinkled features. One should have a hobby that
requires physical movements. He should take up an activity
that fills his heart with passion, his soul with joy and serenity
- an activity that breaks boring monotony and routines and
requires sweat and effort. 

Some people say that ‘You are only as old as you feel’. This
is a nice proverb that I like very much and it is right indeed.
Those who actually feel old will never enjoy life even if they
are still 25 while those with youthful spirits will eventually
conquer grey hair and wrinkles, and remain active and hap-
py to the last minute of their lives. I will keep on clinging to
life, that ever-lasting young maiden, regardless of the fact
that she seems to prefer reaching out to younger people,
which is not true. Life is a bride that keeps holding the hands
of those who hold hers!  —Al-Jarida

Keep holding bride’s hands!

kuwait digest

By Dr Sajed Al-Abdali

The system of ruling in Kuwait is democratic, or
that is what it is supposed to be. Based on this,
the system or authorities that represent it

were supposed to promote that type of ruling both
regionally and internationally in order to create
democratic atmospheres in which people around
the world can enjoy the same level of freedom, jus-
tice and equality that Kuwaiti citizens supposedly
enjoy. Instead, authorities have worked since the
beginning of democratic work to distort the demo-
cratic system and make it less appealing for people
in countries around Kuwait.

Not only did authorities fail to promote the dem-
ocratic system, they also damaged its image and
limited its effect locally. Now, the authority here is
working with Gulf Cooperation Council states to
force the GCC security pact on Kuwait. As its name
implies, the pact is required to provide protection to
GCC countries. Or more accurately, provide protec-
tion to its regimes.

This is not a bad thing, in fact. Gulf states have
the right to protect their security and ruling systems.
But the question is, from who? The Gulf security pact

is concerned in the most part in controlling and con-
victing people and citizens of Gulf states. The agree-
ment is not meant to protect GCC states from for-
eign threats, but from GCC citizens. Here lies the
main problem and clear violation of democracy and
freedoms in the pact.

The democratic system which Kuwait embraced
gives people freedom to select the systems and
rules that govern them. It also gives them the right
to accept or reject anything that governs or regu-
lates their behavior and livelihoods. Therefore, pro-
viding protection to Gulf regimes from their own
people is not only in violation of Kuwait’s constitu-
tion, but also of the principles of the democratic sys-
tem that guarantees pluralism and peaceful change
of regulations.

An agreement to protect regimes violates the
constitution and is against freedom. Since we as
Kuwaitis have struggled for long to protect Kuwait’s
democratic system and constitution, we have a
greater responsibility today to protect the Gulf’s
security, and defend its people’s right of freedom,
justice and equality.  —Al-Qabas

The greater responsibility

kuwait digest

By Abdullatif Al-Duaij
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Hala February, 

all year long

February in Kuwait started with many events and
activities that brought joy to a lot of people in
the country. Meanwhile, the news that revealed

that at least 50,000 people visit Kuwait every day on
average this month is very gratifying, and makes us
wish that similar activities are organized all year long.
The majority of visitors came from Saudi Arabia, Qatar,
Bahrain and the rest of the Gulf states, which gives
regional importance to February’s celebrations in
Kuwait and also points out the facilities of transporta-
tion, money transfer and others that Gulf Cooperation
Council citizens enjoy around member states.

This occasion and the large number of Gulf visitors
make us hope to see similar and increased coordina-
tion in the commercial and cultural fields as well. Hala
February has become a very good opportunity to pro-
mote the Kuwaiti products. It is great to be proud of
what Kuwaitis produce as we celebrate our National
Day. Boosting economic cooperation will definitely
leave a positive impact on the region. Working togeth-

er to reach integrated economic unity should in my
opinion be given top priority ahead of other issues,
including the security pact that is unwelcome in
Kuwait where many believe that it contradicts with
the constitution.

Hala February has become an annual event where
citizens can enjoy great times during the national cel-
ebration season. Not only that, but expatriates who in
some cases have lived most of their lives here, are also
welcome to share the joy of Kuwait’s celebrations.
Moreover, the event has become an annual period for
welcoming visitors from all over the world, including
those who visit Kuwait for the first time.

Let Kuwait be the land of happiness and hospitality
all the time. Together, we can reflect a good image of
Kuwait that makes visitors wish to come visit us over
and over again.

In my view

Hala February has become
an annual event where citi-
zens can enjoy great times

during the national celebra-
tion season.
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KUWAIT: The Indonesian Embassy,
Kuwait yesterday launched an online
application system called ‘e-consular’
providing ‘easier, faster and efficient’ con-
sular services. Inaugurating the system,
Indonesian ambassador Ferry Adamhar
said, “the new system is designed to pro-
vide a robust consular service for our fel-
low Indonesians and our international
guests in Kuwait in obtaining Indonesian
visa without any hassle or delay.

“In a broader sense, the new system
allows the Kuwaitis or foreigners to
obtain visa in a speedy and transparent
manner, sparing the users the nitty-gritty
of the tedious processing,” Adamhar
explained. Andi Ahmad Bastari, Minister
Counselor, Consular Affairs, explained
how the e-consular system offers more
flexibility for travellers who wish to visit
Indonesia. “Go to http://ekonsuler.kbrik-
wait.com. Everything is just a click away.
The new system allows the applicant to
renew passport, legalize documents and
visa applications much faster and easier.
An applicant can fill up the form anytime,
anywhere . They can also know the trans-
action fee. It will also meet the increase
in demand for visa processing at the

embassy,” Bastari added with the support
of a PowerPoint presentation.

The Ambassador said tourist arrivals
from Kuwait to Indonesia have been wit-
nessing a spurt over the last few years.
“I’m glad to notice that more and more
Kuwaitis are showing interest to visit
Indonesia. We have noticed about a 30 to
35 percent growth in arrivals from
Kuwait in the last one year,” he told
Kuwait Times after the launch ceremony. 

“Indonesia is a colorful country with a
diverse culture and rich heritage. It offers
a wide range of unique tourism attrac-
tions,” he said. 

Trade relations
The bilateral trade between Kuwait

and Indonesia has crossed $2.45 billion
during the 2012-13 fiscal year. “Kuwait is
one of our non-traditional markets. We
want to increase our penetration into
these markets both qualitatively and
quantitatively,” he said.

The ambassador said about 60 per-
cent of paper being imported to Kuwait
is from Indonesia.

“At the same, we would like see more
Kuwaiti investments in Indonesia, espe-
cially in infrastructure projects and
tourism sector,” Adamhar said.

KUWAIT: Indonesian Ambassador Ferry Adamhar launches e-consular service at the embassy yesterday.  — Photos by Joseph Shagra

Indonesian embassy Kuwait

launches e-consular system

‘Easier, faster and efficient’ 

NEW DELHI: Kuwait and India have re-
affirmed their resolve to continue the
security cooperation in various areas
concerning both the nations, Kuwaiti
Ambassador to India, Sami Al-Sulaiman
said yesterday.

The ambassador said that during the
meeting of Kuwait’s Chairman of the
national security apparatus Sheikh
Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, cur-
rently on a visit to India, with top Indian
security officials, both the countries dis-
cussed security issues on local, regional,

and international arenas.
“The two sides agreed continuation in

security cooperation. They also agreed to
conduct regular exchange of visits of offi-
cials of concerned authorities,” Al-
Sulaiman said.

The Ambassador said the two coun-
tries also agreed that that they would
move forward with a unified vision over
the security issues concerning them.
Sheikh Thamer arrived in India on Monday
and held various meeting with number of
top security brass of India. — KUNA

The embassy will soon open a display lounge for
economy and establish a virtual trade office on its
premises to enhance commercial and trade relations
between the countries, he added.

Kuwait, India to continue

security cooperation

KUWAIT: With onset of spring, Kuwaiti
skies and beaches are embracing flocks of
migrating flamingos, many seen flying
overhead in groups or resting along the
country beaches.

Their white and red colors add to the
beauty of the clear skies these days, where
spring has tangibly proven its arrival with
much of the arid lands in the deserts turn-
ing green, dotted with patches of blossom-

ing flowers.
Flamingos are some of the migrating

birds that visit Kuwait this time of the year,
seeking the moderate weather conditions
and searching for food namely oysters and
shrimps.

The flamingos’ flocks migrate in the
spring and fall times, roaming the skies
between Asia and Africa, while landing to
feed and breed. —-KUNA

Flamingos decorate 

Kuwait skies, beaches
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KUWAIT: Hawally detectives identified suspects
who attempted to steal an ATM in Salmiya a few
weeks ago, and arrested two of them while a
third remains at large. Investigations reportedly
depended on CCTV tapes which showed two
masked men attempting and failing to pull an
ATM machine using a sports-utility-vehicle that
was later discovered to be stolen. Detectives
examined more tapes which showed that the
suspects left the SUV behind and got inside a
luxury car that was waiting at a distance. The
vehicle’s owner was identified and placed under
arrest Tuesday. The Gulf national denied involve-
ment in the crime initially, but later confessed
when police confronted him with another piece
of evidence - his cell phone signal which was
detected through satellite confirmed that he
used his phone at the crime scene during the
time of the crime. Police went to the suspect’s
house with a search warrant, and found the
gloves and masks used in the robbery. The man
said that he and his older brother attempted the
robbery, while their younger brother was wait-
ing inside the car. Police later arrested the
younger brother while a search is still ongoing
for the older brother. 

Jabriya thieves 
Jabriya police arrested three teenagers

responsible for a series of thefts in which they
targeted schools, restaurants and barber shops
in the area, while the total value of stolen items
reached nearly KD 70,000. The arrest happened
in a police ambush after the three were identi-
fied as prime suspects during investigations in
multiple thefts reported recently in the area. The

teens were referred to the authorities to face
charges after admitting to their crimes during
questioning. 

Illegal resident 
An illegal resident told officers that she paid a

person who told her that he can help her renew
her visa, but instead he reported her to police.
The Asian woman’s confessions were made dur-
ing interrogation following her arrest Tuesday.
She gave information about her compatriot, say-
ing that she paid him KD 350 that he requested
but he did not renew her visa as per their agree-
ment. Investigations are ongoing and a search is
on for the man to be questioned over the
detainee’s accusations. 

Bad food traders 
Three men were arrested in Jahra on charges

of selling food unfit for human consumption to
local restaurants. The three were reportedly
monitored as part of investigations about illegal
activities in the area’s slaughterhouse. Local
police had received information about a group
of men who would collect the waste of slaugh-
tered animals and sell them cheaply to restau-
rants in the area as meat. The three Asian nation-
als were caught in a setup in which an informant
was sent to ‘buy’ meat from them after they were
monitored for three days. The suspects were
remanded in custody pending further action. 

Mishap at festival
A man was hospitalized in a critical condition

following an accident that happened when he
failed to control an errant camel at the heritage

festival in Salmi Tuesday. The Ethiopian was
inside a vehicle that went in pursuit of a camel
that bolted from the festival site. The man tried
to jump from the car as the driver drove adja-
cent to the animal. But instead of landing on the
camel’s back as intended, the man fell to the
ground and suffered serious injuries. He was tak-
en in an ambulance to Jahra Hospital where he
was admitted inside the intensive care unit. A
case was filed.

Body found
Investigations are ongoing to reveal the cir-

cumstances behind a woman’s death in Andalus.
Paramedics and police arrived to a location near
a mosque in the area where the body was dis-
covered. Criminal investigators were called after
the woman was pronounced dead at the scene.
The body was taken for an autopsy to determine
the cause of death after investigators could not
confirm whether the Asian woman died of natu-
ral causes or foul play was involved. A case was
filed at the area’s police station. 

Forged passport
A man was arrested at Kuwait International

Airport after he tried to enter the country using
a forged passport. Passport counter officers
decided did a forgery examination check after
noticing that he was nervous. The Bangladeshi
was put under arrest after the check confirmed
that his passport was forged. The man, who had
arrived from a Gulf state, reportedly tried to use
the passport to bypass an entry ban due to the
blacklisting of his name. He was referred to the
proper authorities for further action. 

Brothers admit Salmiya 

ATM theft attempt

Three teenagers held in Jabriya

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Red Crescent Society organized its annual National
Holidays celebration at social care homes in cooperation with the
Department of People with Special Needs in the Ministry of Social Affairs
and Labor. KRCS volunteers are also scheduled to carry out similar visits to
Razi Hospital and Sabah Hospital before the end of the month.

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator,
announced its sponsorship of the annual
national festival entitled “Spindles for
Charity” under the patronage of the
National Assembly Speaker, Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. The ceremony, organized by the
National Union of Kuwaiti Students (NUKS) -
United Kingdom and Ireland branch, will be
held in London from Feb 28 to  March 2.

The national festival is a longstanding
student festivals organized by NUKS - UK
and Ireland branch every February, in cele-
bration of Kuwait National and Liberation
days. Students from various British and Irish
cities gather every year to commemorate
these special occasions and enjoy a range of
national, cultural, and fun activities. 

Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-Essa - Director of

Public Relation and Social Media  at VIVA
said: “We are delighted to participate in this
annual celebration that gathers young
Kuwaitis studying abroad in various British
and Irish cities under one roof and in a fes-
tive atmosphere combined with a spirit of
brotherhood and patriotism.  VIVA is dedi-
cated to supporting and encouraging stu-
dent events and activities that contribute to
the development of our nation’s youth who,
in turn, will play a pivotal role in shaping
Kuwait’s present and driving its prosperity in
the future.”

Students and their families will partici-
pate in the celebrations and enjoy multiple
social and cultural activities including aca-
demic meetings, sports competitions and
entertainment that will appeal to different
age groups and tastes.

VIVA to participate in national festival in London

KUWAIT: Lu&Lu
Hypermarket, the largest
lifestyle shopping destination
in the country and the lead-
ing regional retailer, recently
won the prestigious Service
Hero 2013 Customer Service
Assessment Award for best
Specialty Store in Kuwait in
the category of supermar-
kets. 

Following closely on the
heels of opening their
biggest hypermarket in
Kuwait at Dajeej, which wit-
nessed record crowds, the
Service Hero Award for Lu&Lu
Hypermarket is a further
attestation of the retailer’s
popularity among customers
in the country. 

Lu&Lu Hypermarket won
the award following in-depth
and stringent evaluation pro-
cedures that assessed the
retailer’s record across eight
different service dimensions.
These included quality and
variety of their products, reli-
ability and speed of service
delivery, staff attitude, con-
venience of location and val-
ue to price, store hygiene,
product availability as well as
the usefulness and function-
ality of their online presence.

Service Hero’s 2013
Customer Services
Assessment Awards
Ceremony, which took place
at Hotel Missoni - Kuwait, on
17 February, also awarded
winners from 16 other indus-
try categories.  The awards,
which were based on a six-
month customer voting
drive, collated the views of a
record 14, 575 online cus-
tomers about 17 industry cat-
egories. 

Each industry category
was measured across eight
service metrics that included
product quality,  reliability,
value for money, location,
speed, staff quality, call cen-
ter and website quality.The
top scoring brands on overall
customer satisfaction in each
service category, which met
the minimum vote require-
ments, were then awarded
pole-position prizes.

Launched in 2010, the
Service Hero Awards are the
only national index which
awards prizes based solely
on consumer feedback. The
assessment is overseen by
an independent advisory
council.

Lu&Lu wins award for best specialty store

KUWAIT: Lu&Lu Hypermarket representative receiving the Service Hero
2013 Customer Service Assessment Award.
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BEIRUT: Lebanese children from an orphanage located next to the site of a bomb explosion react following the attack yesterday. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Two suicide car bombs targeted an
Iranian cultural centre in Beirut yesterday, killing
six people in the latest attack linked to the con-
flict in neighbouring Syria. The attack was quick-
ly claimed by the Abdullah Azzam Brigades, a
jihadist group inspired by Al-Qaeda that previ-
ously claimed a double suicide bombing aimed
at Iran’s embassy in Beirut. Jihadists have carried
out a string of attacks in Lebanon targeting both
Iran and the powerful Shiite movement
Hezbollah, which provide vital support to Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime as it battles a
Sunni-led rebellion.

No Kuwaiti diplomats or nationals in Beirut
were harmed in the blast, the Kuwaiti Embassy
said yesterday. The Kuwaiti Embassy is located in
the same district rocked by the twin explosions.
A statement from the embassy to KUNA pointed
out that “all  diplomats and nationals are
unharmed” and added “condemnation of such

terrorist acts that comes at the cost of innocent
lives and unjustified destruction of public prop-
erty”. The health ministry said six people were
killed and 129 others wounded, with the army
saying one of the cars was loaded with 90 kg of
explosives and the other with 75 kilos. The blasts,
in the capital’s southern district of Bir Hassan,
sent a large plume of smoke over the area and
caused widespread damage. Emergency teams
carried wounded people away from a charred
street strewn with rubble, as local residents
armed with fire extinguishers helped firefighters
put out blazes. The arms of a wounded man
hung limply from the sides of a yellow stretcher
as he was carried from the scene.

“I was driving my car with my wife to the uni-
versity when we were hit by the force of the blast
and I found pieces of human flesh on my face,”
Yousef Al-Tawil, a professor at the Lebanese
University, told AFP. Dozens of children at a near-

by orphanage witnessed the explosion, some cut
by flying debris. Bewildered in the chaotic after-
math, many were crying. 

The Abdullah Azzam Brigades, an Al-Qaeda-
inspired group, claimed the “double martyrdom
operation” on Twitter and pledged to continue
its attacks against Iran and “its party” - a refer-
ence to Hezbollah. “We will continue... to target
Iran and its party in Lebanon, in its security and
political and military centres, until our demands
are achieved,” the group said. “First: that the Party
of Iran (Hezbollah) withdraws its forces from
Syria. Second, that our prisoners are released
from Lebanese prisons.”

Hezbollah acknowledged last year that it has
dispatched forces to bolster Assad’s troops
against an uprising that began in March 2011.
The war regularly spills into Lebanon in the form
of rocket fire from the Syrian side, including 10
rockets that hit the eastern Bekaa yesterday

without causing injuries. The jihadist Al-Nusra
Front in Lebanon, which is loyal to Al-Qaeda,
claimed responsibility via Twitter for five of the
rocket attacks. Hezbollah says its involvement is
necessary to protect Lebanon from Sunni
extremists, but critics accuse it of embroiling the
country in Syria’s conflict. Sunni extremist have
said they will target Hezbollah, which is backed
by Iran, until it withdraws from Syria, and the
group has seen its strongholds hit by several
bomb attacks that have killed civilians. In
November, the Azzam Brigades claimed a double
suicide bombing that killed at least 25 people at
the Iranian embassy, also in the Bir Hassan dis-
trict. Other attacks have targeted the southern
suburbs of Beirut and the eastern town of
Hermel, where Hezbollah commands wide-
spread support.

Yesterday’s bombings are evidence of the
challenges facing Lebanon’s new government,

formed at the weekend and ending a  10-month
political vacuum. Prime Minister Tammam Salam
condemned the attack, saying it was a “message
reflecting the determination of the forces of evil
to harm Lebanon and its children and sow dis-
cord”. “The message has been received and we
will respond to it with solidarity and commit-
ment to civil accord and rallying around our
army and our security forces,” he said in a state-
ment. Interior Minister Nuhad Mashnuq echoed
that on a visit to the scene of the bombing, urg-
ing all political parties to work together to stop
future attacks and to support the army. US
Ambassador David Hale, condemned the attacks
as “abhorrent”, and British Minister of State for
the Middle East Hugh Robertson said “such crimi-
nal and callous attacks cannot be allowed to
destabilise the country and the wider region”. For
its part, Iran’s foreign ministry blamed “agents” of
Hezbollah’s archenemy Israel. — AFP 

Blasts target Iran center in Beirut

6 people killed • No Kuwaiti diplomats, citizens hurt 

KIEV: Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovich accused pro-
European opposition leaders yesterday of trying to seize power
by force after at least 26 people died in the worst violence
since the former Soviet republic gained independence.
European Union leaders condemned what they called “the
unjustified use of excessive force by the Ukrainian authorities”
and said they were urgently preparing targeted sanctions
against those responsible for the crackdown. The White House
urged Ukraine to pull back riot police, call a truce and talk to
the opposition. But the Ukrainian security services said they
were launching an “anti-terrorist operation” across the country
after the seizure of government buildings, arms and ammuni-
tion dumps by “extremist groups”.  

Protesters have been occupying central Kiev for almost
three months since Yanukovich spurned a far-reaching trade
deal with the EU and accepted a $15-billion Russian bailout
instead. The sprawling nation of 46 million, with an ailing
economy and endemic corruption, is the object of a geopo-
litical tug-of-war between Moscow and the West. That strug-
gle was played out in hand-to-hand fighting through the
night, lit by blazing barricades on Kiev’s Independence
Square, or Maidan. As dusk fell on yesterday, protesters
braced for more police action.

Russian President Vladimir Putin and Yanukovich spoke by
telephone during the night and both denounced the events as
an attempted coup, a Kremlin spokesman said. Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov, visiting Kuwait, blamed radical activists
for the bloodshed and said: “I cannot leave without mention
the responsibility that lies with the West encouraging the
opposition to act outside of the law.” 

Moscow announced on Monday it would resume stalled aid
to Kiev, pledging a $2-billion cash injection hours before the
crackdown began. However, the money has not yet arrived
and the Kremlin spokesman would not say when it would be
paid. Ukraine’s hryvnia currency, flirting with its lowest levels
since the global credit crunch five years ago, weakened to
more than 9 to the dollar for the second time this month.

Battle zone
After a night of petrol bombs and gunfire on Independence

Square, black smoke billowed from a charred trade union
building that protest organizers had used as a headquarters.
Security forces occupied about a third of the square - the part
which lies closest to government offices and parliament - with
protesters pouring in to reinforce their defenses on the remain-

der of a plaza they have dubbed “Euro-Maidan”. In a statement
posted online in the early hours, Yanukovich said he had
refrained from using force during three months of unrest but
was being pressed by “advisers” to take a harder line: “Without
any mandate from the people, illegally and in breach of the
constitution of Ukraine, these politicians - if I may use that term
- have resorted to pogroms, arson and murder to try to seize

power,” the president said.
He declared today a day of mourning for the dead. The

state security service said it had opened an investigation into
illegal attempts by “individual politicians” to seize power. One
opposition leader, former world champion boxer Vitaly
Klitschko, walked out of a overnight meeting with Yanukovich,
saying he could not negotiate while blood was being spilt.

When fighting subsided at dawn, the square resembled a
battle-zone, the ground charred by Molotov cocktails.
Helmeted young activists used pickaxes, and elderly women
their bare hands, to dig up paving to stock as ammunition. The
Health Ministry said 26 people were killed in fighting in the
capital, of whom 10 were police officers. A ministry official said
263 protesters were being treated for injuries and 342 police
officers, mainly with gunshot wounds. The interior ministry
said five of the dead policemen were hit by identical sniper fire
in the head or neck. Journalists saw some hardline protesters
carrying guns at the barricades.

EU weighs sanctions
In Brussels, European Council President Herman Van

Rompuy said the 28-nation EU, at an emergency meeting
today, would impose sanctions on those blamed for the blood-
shed. “Our ministers in the Foreign Affairs Council will at their
meeting tomorrow examine targeted measures, such as finan-
cial sanctions and visa restrictions against those responsible
for violence and use of excessive force,” he said in a statement.
US Secretary of State John Kerry, on a visit to Paris, will reiterate
that Washington is open to imposing sanctions on Ukraine, a
US official said. The European Investment Bank, the EU’s soft-
loan arm, said it had frozen its activities in Ukraine due to the
violence. The leaders of Germany and France said after talks in
Paris that sanctions were only part of an approach to promote
a compromise leading to constitutional reform and elections.
“What is happening in Ukraine is unspeakable, unacceptable,
intolerable,” French President Francois Hollande told a joint
news conference. —Reuters

Ukraine leader denounces coup bid

LVIV: Anti-government protesters burn documents in the main Police City Office yesterday. —AFP



OROUMIEH: The first cabinet decision made
under Iran’s new president, Hassan Rouhani,
wasn’t about how to resolve his country’s
nuclear dispute with world powers. It was
about how to keep the nation’s largest lake
from disappearing. Lake Oroumieh, one of the
biggest saltwater lakes on Earth, has shrunk
more than 80 percent to 1,000 square kilome-
ters (nearly 400 square miles) in the past
decade, mainly because of climate change,
expanded irrigation for surrounding farms and
the damming of rivers that feed the body of
water, experts say. Salt-covered rocks that were
once deep underwater now sit in the middle
of desert.

Experts fear the lake - famous in years past
as a tourist spot and a favorite stopping point
for migrating flamingos, pelicans and gulls -
could disappear within two years if nothing is
done. “The lake is gone. My job is gone. My
children are gone. Tourists, too,” said Mozafar
Cheraghi, 58, as he stood on a dusty platform
that was once his bustling teahouse. Less than
a decade ago, he recalled, he hosted dozens of
tourists a day, with his two sons taking them
on boat tours. His children have since left to
pursue work elsewhere.

“I sold a dozen boats and kept half a dozen
here, hoping the water will return,” he said. “But
it didn’t happen.” Rescuing the lake in north-
western Iran, near the Turkish border, was one
of Rouhani’s campaign promises, and his new
cabinet promptly decided to form a team to
invite scholars to help find solutions. The presi-
dent is putting an emphasis on tackling long-
neglected environmental problems critics say
were made worse by his predecessor,

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. An engineer with an
appetite for giant populist projects,
Ahmadinejad pursued policies that led to the
expansion of irrigation projects and construc-
tion of dams.

“Rouhani stands by his campaign promise
to revive the lake,” Isa Kalantari, a popular
scholar appointed by Rouhani to lead the res-
cue team, said at an international conference
in Oroumieh this week. The gathering brought
experts from Iran and around the world to dis-
cuss the best options for reversing the trend
and saving Iran from a major environmental
and economic disaster. “Don’t blame nature
and drought. Human beings, not climate
change, are responsible for this situation. We
dried up the lake because of our excessive
demands and wrong methods. Now, we have
to revive it ourselves. Five million people have
to leave this region if the lake dies,” Kalantari
said.

Kalantari and his team are to come up with
a final rescue plan by May. Twenty proposals
are on the table for saving the lake, including
cloud-seeding to increase rainfall in the area
and the building of pipelines to bring in more
water. Experts have also proposed the creation
of other industries to reduce reliance on agri-
cultural water.

The government has already begun a proj-
ect to raise public awareness and encourage
farmers to abandon wasteful practices and
adopt drip irrigation systems that save water. It
is also urging farmers to switch to less-thirsty
crops. Wheat and pistachios, for example, use
less water than sugar beets.

In the village of Govarchinghaleh, near the

lake, Nader Hazrati and his son, Ali, grow
grapes and almonds. “A decade ago, this was a
green area. Now it is not because of decrease
in rainfall. With the level of water in the lake
going down, water in wells has gone down
too. If we dig deeper, the water gets very salty
and isn’t fit even for agricultural use. Our grape
and almond harvest has fallen dramatically,” Ali
said. Ali, 27, said salty winds have killed some
of his almond trees. The effect on crops has
prompted many villagers to leave the place of
their birth. 

Govarchinghaleh had about 1,000 people
a decade ago. Now, only 300 live in the village
overlooking the shrinking lake. Once there
were three schools; now there is one, serving a
dozen students. Not far away, trucks hauling
salt, a new business, could be seen driving
over the dry lake bottom. Ali Asghar Siab
Qudsi, a university teacher and one of the
organizers of the conference, said dams and
the digging of more than 24,000 unauthorized
wells - in addition to some 30,000 legal ones -
are among the reasons for the shrinking of the
lake. He said increasing evaporation and culti-
vation of thirsty crops such as sugar beets
have worsened the crisis.

Lakes in other parts of Iran are facing a sim-
ilar crisis, though not as severe as at Oroumieh.
Even residents of Tehran experience water
shortages on weekends, and authorities are
making plans for possible rationing in the capi-
tal. Authorities have warned of a national dis-
aster in the coming decade if water is not man-
aged properly. “My No. 1 demand is to see our
dying lake back to life. Will that happen in my
lifetime?” Cheraghi asked. —AP
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DUBAI: Authorities in the United Arab
Emirates are investigating what caused
smoke alarms to be triggered twice on an
Etihad Airways flight from Australia, includ-
ing one incident that caused the flight to
be diverted to Indonesia before continuing
its journey. The Middle Eastern airline said
yesterday that the incidents unfolded the
day before aboard a Boeing 777-300ER car-
rying 254 passengers and crew en route

from Melbourne to the Emirati capital, Abu
Dhabi.

Smoke was detected after takeoff in
two toilets on the flight, EY 461, prompting
the captain to divert to Jakarta, Indonesia,
as a precautionary measure, according to
the carrier. “The flight resumed after a
security search of the aircraft, passengers
and their carry-on luggage. The captain
implemented strict controls over passen-

ger movement in the cabin, particularly
passenger access to the toilets,” Etihad said
in an emailed statement.

The flight then departed again to its
scheduled destination of Abu Dhabi. Two
hours before arrival, another smoke alarm
sounded. The smoke was “dealt with
immediately by the crew,” and the captain
directed crew members to be stationed at
each of the toilets to secure them for the

rest of the flight, according to the airline.
Local authorities interviewed passengers
and crew upon arrival, and the events on
the flight are under investigation.

No injuries were reported. Etihad is the
UAE’s national carrier and is based in Abu
Dhabi. It and Gulf competitors Emirates
and Qatar Airways have been rapidly
expanding their operations in recent years,
turning their desert bases into major

transcontinental transit hubs. The Boeing
777-300ER is a longer, extended-range ver-
sion of the twin-engine 777 wide-body jet.
Etihad has 10 of the planes in its relatively
young fleet, according to its website.
Australia is an increasingly important mar-
ket for Etihad. The government-backed
carrier flies to Brisbane, Melbourne and
Sydney, and in 2012 began buying a
minority stake in Virgin Australia. —AP

UAE’s Etihad probing smoke incidents on flight

OROUMIEH: In this photo, two men walk toward salt-covered rocks that were once deep underwater at
Lake Oroumieh, in northwestern Iran. —AP

Libyan militias keep up 

pressure on parliament
Parliament split between Islamist, non-Islamist blocs

TRIPOLI: Power ful militias that have
demanded Libya’s interim parliament resign
or face detention said yesterday it now has 72
hours to resolve its deadlock, while the
United Nations said legislators should call for
new elections as soon as possible.  The
demands issued Tuesday by the Al-Qaaqaa
and Al-Sawaaq militias, which the country’s
top leaders described as an attempted coup,
have brought the restive North African coun-
try’s long-running political showdown to a
head. Parliament is split between Islamist and
non-Islamist blocs. Its mandate was to have
expired this month, but the Islamists led a
motion to extend it by another year.

Under street protesters’ pressure, the par-
liament voted to hold early elections in the
spring.  But many consider the body a failed
institution and are angered at the prospect of
even this shorter extension, especially one
announced in what they consider vague and
opaque statements. The two militias at first
said that parliament had until 9 pm Tuesday
to hand over power or be arrested as
“usurpers,” but later said they had extended
their deadline by 72 hours to tomorrow in a
deal agreed with UN special representative
Tarek Mitri, according to a statement posted
Al-Qaaqaa’s official Facebook page.

The UN mission to Libya subsequently
denied any such deadline had been agreed,
saying in a statement that media reports
about it were “baseless.” The militia said that
the second ultimatum requires all parties to
reach a “final and radical solution” to the cri-
sis, but did not spell out any consequences if

they failed to do so.
Mitri says he met with the commanders of

the two militias and appealed to them to
“give a chance to political dialogue about
holding general elections at the earliest pos-
sible” opportunity. He warned that the use of
force “threatens the stability of Libya and the
political process.” Embattled Prime Minister
Ali Zidan told reporters late Tuesday that he
had held meetings with the rival militias and
the UN envoy in an attempt to reach a “truce”
and defuse the crisis.

“We reject a military coup, we reject the
use of force to push the Libyan people to take
any action,” he said. He said the only way for-
ward is through the ballot box. The United
States, along with the European Union,
France, Italy, and the United Kingdom issued
a joint statement voicing support to “the
legitimacy of the transitional democratic
process,” saying that “the use of force is not a
legitimate means to divert the democratic
transition.”

The interim parliament, elected in 2012,
was to guide a transition that would see a
constitution drafted then new elections
before Feb 7. Libya is preparing to elect a 60-
member constitutional panel to draft the
charter today. The crisis comes as Libyans
mark the third anniversary of the Feb 17,
2011, start of the uprising that toppled the
42-year-old dictatorship of Muammar
Gaddafi.

After rebel forces toppled Gaddafi, the
country was left bereft of functioning institu-
tions.  Successive governments relied on mili-

tias made up largely of ex-rebels to impose
order. But those militias have allied with par-
liamentary blocs, while a series of assassina-
tions and abductions mostly blamed on mili-
tias have further destabilized the country.

Libya’s split now spans regional, ideologi-
cal and ethnic divides. Al-Qaaqaa and Al-
Sawaaq, from the western Libyan town of
Zintan, back the non-Islamist National Forces
Alliance in parliament.  Other militias, includ-
ing those from the port city of Misrata, are
allied with the Muslim Brotherhood behind
the Islamist bloc. The National Forces Alliance
issued a statement distancing itself from the
militias, saying it has no armed wing.

Mahmoud Jibril,  the founder of the
alliance and one of the most influential west-
ern-minded figures, rejected the show of
force but blamed parliament and the govern-
ment. “This is a reaction to the negligence of
the parliament and the government to fulfill
their mission,” he said in a telephone inter-
view with Al-Assama television, owned by
another figure close to the alliance. The net-
work has been attacked twice in the past two
weeks with rocket propelled grenades, leav-
ing its studios in shambles. Jibril urged all
sides to reach an agreement and for parlia-
ment to hand over power to an elected body.
The Muslim Brotherhood group denounced
the militias’ warnings describing them as a
“blatant call to the rule of force, a direct
threat using weapons and violence to impose
a certain political point of view,” the state-
ment was posted late Tuesday on the group’s
website. —AP

Saving dying lake is main 

priority for Iran leader

BANGUI: Rockets and grenade explo-
sions rocked the capital of the Central
African Republic yesterday as interna-
tional peacekeepers clashed with mili-
tias near the city’s airport. Heavy artillery
fire could be heard in the morning near
the airport in Bangui, where French and
African forces have set up bases as they
seek to subdue the mostly Christian
anti-balaka militia terrorizing the Muslim
population. Bullets landed close to
French soldiers guarding the entrance to
the airport, according to AFP reporters
on the scene, as around 100 people
from a vast refugee camp sought refuge
in the terminal building, only to be
ordered back by the soldiers.

Gunfire could also be heard before
dawn in the Boy-Rabe neighborhood, an
anti-balaka stronghold to the north of
the city. The anti-balaka (“anti-machete”)
militia, holed up in neighborhoods close
to the airport, have lately become the
main target of the African Union-led
MISCA force, backed up by troops from
France’s Operation Sangaris. 

But some in the majority Christian
Central African Republic have reacted
angrily, with locals setting up barricades
near the airport in a bid to hamper oper-
ations against the anti-balaka. The mili-
tia emerged last year to fight back
against rogue fighters from a mostly
Muslim rebel group, the Seleka, who
had been sowing violence since a coup
last March. 

Since the rebels were forced out of
power last month, the anti-balaka have
stepped up reprisal attacks against
Muslim civilians in Bangui and else-
where, killing hundreds and forcing
thousands to flee. The wave of Muslim-
Christian violence has left hundreds

dead, with hundreds of thousands dis-
placed in a surge of killings, mutilations,
rapes that has sparked warnings of eth-
nic cleansing.

Angry reaction 
Interim President Catherine Samba

Panza recently vowed to “go to war” on
the anti-balaka. On Saturday, interna-
tional forces launched a major operation
to disarm the militia, seeking-in vain-to
arrest its self-styled political leader
Patrice Edouard Ngaissona. The follow-
ing day saw a clash between the militia
and MISCA forces that left 11 people
dead in the village of Cantonnier on the
border with Cameroon.

Yesterday 200 to 300 young men
gathered a few hundred meters from
the airport entrance shouting slogans
against the French and African troops, as
well as the country’s transitional authori-
ties.

Protesters had since Tuesday night
put up barricades on the main road
leading to the airport. International
forces were yesterday “progressing
along the boulevard to clear the barri-
cades”, a French military source told AFP.
Chadian President Idriss Deby on
Tuesday called on the UN to provide “all
necessary means” to resolve the crisis. 

“It will take more men, more money...
The task must go to the United Nations,
as the only institution with the means to
pull the CAR out of its current chaos,” he
told a press conference. France deployed
1,600 men in early December in support
of the 6,000-strong MISCA force, and ear-
lier this week announced that it would
send 400 more. The European Union is to
start deploying a 1,000-strong peace-
keeping mission next month. —AF

Peacekeepers, fighters

clash in Central Africa
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LONDON: Former British prime minister Tony
Blair advised a key executive in Rupert
Murdoch’s newspaper empire days before she
was arrested over phone hacking at the News
of the World, a court heard on Wednesday.
Blair also offered to be an “unofficial” advisor
to Murdoch and his son James at the height
of the scandal which led to the closure of the
tabloid in July 2011.

An email written by Rebekah Brooks, then
chief executive of Murdoch’s British newspa-
per group, News International, described an
hour-long phone call with Blair in which he
allegedly told her to “tough up”. The email was
shown to the jury at the end of almost four
months of prosecution arguments in the
phone-hacking trial,  in which Brooks is
expected to take the stand later this week.

The 45-year-old denies charges of conspir-
ing to illegally access voicemails, bribing pub-
lic officials and trying to hide evidence from
police. Brooks’ email was addressed to James
Murdoch, Rupert Murdoch’s son and then
chairman of News International, and was dat-
ed July 11, 2011, the day after the scandal-hit
News of the World published its final edition.

Writing in note form, Brooks described
how Blair allegedly told her: “Keep strong and
definitely sleeping pills. Need to have clear
heads and remember no rash short-term solu-
tions as they only give you long-term
headaches.” He also reassured her that “it will
pass. Tough up”. On July 15, Brooks resigned
and on July 17, she was arrested for the first
time on suspicion of phone hacking. Brooks
wrote that Blair said he was “available to you
(James Murdoch), KRM (Rupert Murdoch) and
me as an unofficial adviser but needs to be
between us. He is sending more notes later”.
The email also says Blair recommended that
Brooks set up an independent inquiry to
investigate senior News of the World man-
agers. Brooks wrote that Blair told her to “pub-
lish part one of the report at same time as the
police closes its inquiry and clear you and
accept shortcomings and new solutions and
process and part two when any trials are
over”. 

Brooks prepares to testify 
Brooks is expected to give evidence today

when lawyers for the seven defendants begin
making their case. They were due to begin
yesterday but were delayed by legal argu-
ments. Brooks denies conspiring to hack

phones while she edited the News of the
World between 2000 and 2003, specifically
conspiring to illegally access the voicemails of
missing schoolgirl Milly Dowler, who was later
found murdered. The allegation in 2011 that
Dowler was targeted proved the final straw in
a slow drip of revelations about phone hack-
ing at the News of the World, prompting
Murdoch to summarily shut down the 168-
year-old Sunday tabloid.

Brooks, once one of the most powerful
women in British media and so close to
Murdoch that commentators dubbed her his
“fifth daughter”, is among three defendants
facing charges of phone hacking. The others
include Andy Coulson, her former lover and
deputy at the News of the World, who
replaced her as editor in 2003, and former
managing editor Stuart Kuttner. They all deny

the charges.
Prime Minister David Cameron will be

watching closely when Brooks and Coulson
take the stand, given his once close ties to
both journalists-and the huge potential
embarrassment. Cameron frequently social-
ized with Brooks and her husband and hired
Coulson as his communications chief after he
left the News of the World in 2007. In related
charges, Brooks is accused of hiding evidence
from the police, allegedly aided by her hus-
band, former PA Cheryl Carter and head of
security Mark Hanna. She faces a further
charge of conspiring to pay a defense ministry
official for stories. Coulson is also accused of
bribery along with Clive Goodman, the News
of the World’s former royal editor who was
jailed for hacking in 2007. They both deny the
charges.  — AFP

Blair ‘advised Murdoch 
executives over hacking’
Brooks denies conspiring to hack phones

LONDON: This file photo shows former British Prime Minister Tony Blair with former News
International Chief Executive Rebekah Brooks. — AP

JUBA: South Sudanese internally displaced people sit in the Tongping UNMISS
(United Nations Mission in South Sudan) base, where over 27,000 people seek
refuge. — AFP

JUBA: International f l ights into South
Sudan’s capital Juba are full, motorbikes are
weaving between the bumper to bumper
traffic and the shops are open. A stark con-
trast to late December, when only soldiers
with heavy machine guns occupied streets
after a political crisis set the city on fire
before the conflict blazed northwards. On
the surface, life is back to normal. But the
almost 45,000 people huddled in two bases
belonging to the United Nations
Peacekeeping Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS) tell a different story.

“We are being forced here by the war,”
says student John Chuol. “There is not peace.
If you go to your house now you’ll be killed,”
he says, resigned to staying in a cramped,
squalid camp forever unless the UN can
transfer him to another country. “If we can
keep our lives here, let it be so.” The camps
are a result of a power struggle between
leaders from the country’s two largest Dinka
and Nuer ethnic groups. A fight between
President Salva Kiir-who is accused of run-
ning a “Dinkocracy”-and Riek Machar, a Nuer,
splintered the army and awoke old rivalries.

Increasing ethnic violence seeded in
Juba has spread across the country like a
cancer, annexing whole communities now
being categorized and mobilized by clan,
and has trumped any notion of national uni-
ty less than three years after South Sudan
won independence from Khartoum. “If you
go there outside, they will kill you immedi-
ately,” says teaching student Peter Akoy, fin-
gering a bead bracelet forming the South
Sudanese flag under which he had thought
the blood-soaked land’s war-weary people
would unify.

Soldiers on the hunt 
“This morning they (soldiers) were there,

at the gate of UNMISS, looking for people,”
says Chuol. Akoy says they returned in the
afternoon. Many reports have been heard
from different UN bases of  shots f i red
inside, fences breached and people execut-
ed. Now, only women leave the camp by
day for water or food, after too many men
simply disappeared.

“They (soldiers) want to kill these peo-
ple.  They make i t  a  k ind of  c iv i l  war
between Dinka and Nuer, and they target
us,” says Chuol. Close to 900,000 people
nationwide have been displaced by the
conflict, many of them to UN bases. They
are sheltering according to which ethnic
group is deemed to rule the city. In Juba,
almost all the 43,000 camp residents are
ethnic Nuer, hiding from their own army.

The government has announced the
arrest of 100 soldiers in Juba for ethnic
killings that survivors describe as days of
house-to-house executions. Whole Nuer
neighborhoods were reduced to rubble and
homes to ashes-some with owners trapped
inside. In the camp’s “VIP area”, former politi-
cians talk of a police state in which they are
prisoners meters from their own homes.

“I’ve got my own house with all the serv-
ices. Here, I sleep in the dust” with no show-
ers and 300 people per toilet, says one of
many who would not give his name. He
says that any attempt to board a flight out
of the country involves seeking approval
from two ministr ies  and then security
forces that have dragged other leading
politicians off  f l ights and placed them
under house arrest.  — AFP

Sudan’s tale of two
cities: Hidden horrors
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Obama heads for ‘three amigos’ summit
WASHINGTON: President Barack Obama headed
south yesterday for a North American leaders summit,
but may find slightly less chumminess than usual at
“three amigos” talks between Canada, Mexico and the
United States. Obama, who departed just before 8:45
am (1345 GMT ) aboard Air Force One, will join
President Enrique Pena Nieto and Prime Minister
Stephen Harper at the ornate palace in Toluca,
Mexico, for the daylong talks. The three nations, mas-
sive trading partners, are locked in several thorny dis-
putes likely to surface in the talks and in a joint news
conference later on.

Obama will no doubt face a new entreaty from
Harper to quickly make up his mind on the Keystone
XL pipeline project, which would carry crude from the
oil sands in Alberta, Canada, across the continental
United States to Texas. Canada is deeply frustrated at

delays in the project, which is awaiting a construction
permit and has caught Obama’s administration
between its backers in the environmental community
and claims it will create thousands of jobs. But Harper
is unlikely to get an answer, as Secretary of State John
Kerry continues his deliberations on whether to give
the project the go-ahead.

“What President Obama will do is explain to
(Harper) where we are in the review... and indicate
that we’ll of course let our Canadian friends know
when we’ve arrived at a decision,” said a senior US offi-
cial on condition of anonymity. “We would fully
expect that Canada would continue to express its
desire to see the process resolved, but it will run its
course.” A State Department report earlier this month
concluded that the pipeline would not significantly
impact global warming, as Canada would extract the

dirty tar sands oil even if it is not built. Pena Nieto will,
meanwhile, likely offer Obama some support, but also
a measure of frustration over the failure to pass com-
prehensive immigration reform in the United States.

The US president made the issue a centerpiece of
his agenda but has seen his hopes of enacting a law
to bring more than 11 million illegal immigrants,
many of them of Mexican origin, out of the shadows,
repeatedly frustrated by Republicans in Washington.
Pena Nieto’s government has also been investigating
claims sourced to documents leaked by fugitive US
contractor Edward Snowden that US National
Security Agency (NSA) eavesdropping programs tar-
geted his communications and those of two previ-
ous Mexican presidents. 

Mexico and Canada are both prospective part-
ners in the 12-nation Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)

trade pact that Washington is hoping to conclude
this year. But they will be keen to know how Obama
plans to overcome opposition from fellow
Democrats to the deal in a mid-term election year, as
well as his hopes of securing “fast-track” powers to
swiftly conclude the deal.

Despite the niggling frictions, US officials are in
no doubt of the value of close relations with
America’s neighbors to the North and South. A third
of US exports go to the two countries and the trade
supports 14 million jobs on US soil, US officials say.
As well as the TPP, US officials say they are also keen
to talk about border security cooperation with
Mexico and wider relations with nations in Latin
America and the Caribbean. But while there is plenty
of business to be conducted in Mexico, there will be
little time for pleasantries. — AFP

NEW YORK: City dwellers facing one of the most brutal win-
ters on record have been dealing with something far more
dangerous than snow falling from the sky: ice tumbling from
skyscrapers. Streets around New York’s new 1 World Trade
Center, the nation’s tallest building, were recently closed
when sheets of ice were seen shearing from the face of the
1,776-foot structure - turning them into potentially deadly,
100-mph projectiles. And sidewalks around high-rises in cities
big and small have been cordoned off with yellow caution
tape because of falling icicles and rock-hard chunks of frozen
snow, a situation that experts warn could get worse over the
next few days as a thaw sets in over much of the country.

“The snow starts to melt and the liquid drips off and makes
bigger and bigger icicles, or chunks of ice that break off sky-
scrapers,” said Joey Picca, a meteorologist at the National
Weather Service in New York, which has had 48.5 inches of
snow this winter and several cycles of freeze and thaw. “Be
very, very aware of your surroundings,” he said. “If you see ice
hanging from a building, find another route. Don’t walk under
hanging ice.”

Some architects say newer, energy-efficient high-rises may
actually be making the problem worse. “They keep more heat
inside, which means the outside is getting colder and that
allows more snow and ice to form,” said engineer Roman
Stangl, founder of the consulting firm Northern Microclimate
in Cambridge, Ontario.Stangl helps developers opt for shapes,
slope angles and even colors - darker colors absorb more
melting sunrays - to diminish ice formation. High-tech materi-
als can be also be used, such as at Tokyo’s Skytree observation
tower, where heaters were embedded in the glass to melt the
ice. Such options are not always possible in older cities with
balconies, awnings and stone details. Barry Negron said he
saw ice hanging perilously off a four-story building near
Rockefeller Center last month and was trying to warn other
pedestrians when he was hit in the face with a sharp, football-
size chunk. Cuts across his nose and cheek required 80 stitch-
es. “I panicked because I saw blood on my hands, and more
coming down,” said the 27-year-old salesman. As he lay on the
pavement, “I heard two young ladies yelling, ‘Oh, my God, oh
my God, help! There’s a lot of blood!’” Since then, he’s nervous
when he walks around the city and has seen other near-hits. “I
look at my scars, and I say, ‘Why did this have to happen to
me?’” Exactly how many pedestrians are hit by falling ice is not
clear, but dozens of serious injuries are reported annually. It’s a
perennial problem in St Petersburg, Russia, where dozens
reportedly are injured or killed every year. Seven people were
injured in 2011 near Dallas when huge sheets of ice slid off
the roof of Cowboys Stadium. Fifteen people were injured in
2010 by a shower of ice from the 37 story Sony Building on
New York’s Madison Avenue.

Outside Chicago’s 100-story John Hancock Center last
month, people scrambled with backpacks and purses over
their heads to avoid falling ice. On Tuesday, signs warning
pedestrians of falling ice stood outside nearly every sky-
scraper and other tall building in Chicago’s Loop as tempera-
tures pushed above freezing for the first time in weeks. Last
week near New York’s Carnegie Hall, at the same under-con-
struction condo tower where a crane dangled during
Superstorm Sandy, chunks of ice tumbled onto cars and bus-
es. “This happens all over the country, all over the world, in
cold climates,” said architect Chris Benedict, who accounts for
ice buildup in designing new structures. New York City’s

Department of Buildings has issued an alert asking building
owners to clear dangerous buildups of snow and rope off
sidewalks, and they have issued citations with a standard
penalty of $1,000 for those failing to do so.

But even the simplest solutions can sometimes be prob-
lematic. After ice was seen falling from 1 World Trade Center
earlier this month, officials closed a nearby street and the
entrance to the underground PATH train station that links
New York with New Jersey. That caused a logjam of thousands
of commuters with nowhere to go. Anthony Hayes,
spokesman for the Port Authority of New York & New Jersey,
which owns the trade center site, said crews have been
removing the accumulation of ice that formed on the 1 World
Trade Center and on an external construction hoist that
stretches from the ground to the 90th floor. A new covered
entrance to the PATH station now protects commuters walk-
ing by. “Hey, what do you want? It’s winter, that’s what hap-
pens - ice,” said Mike McKenna, a 38-year-old management
consultant who was under 1 World Trade Center when the
chunks first started flying. “It was a mess,” he said. “But I went
through 9/11. Falling ice is nothing.” — AP

PARIS: As the bombs and grenades ripped through the trenches,
the Great Powers were also waging another deadly battle, using
the power of words and images to recruit, cajole and shock in “the
first modern propaganda war”. “Daddy, what did YOU do in the
Great War?” wholesome children ask a red-faced father in one of
Britain’s most famous propaganda posters, playing on the shame
that would haunt men who failed to sign up in their country’s
darkest hour of need.

And hundreds of thousands rushed to enlist, entranced by the
brooding image of Lord Kitchener starring expectantly down at
them with piercing eyes and bristling moustache and insisting:
“Your country needs you.” While British propaganda, at least in the
early stages of the War before conscription, was focused mainly
on recruitment, Germany and France sought to bolster morale on
the home front and in the trenches as thousands perished daily.

Propaganda in Germany tended to portray a battle between
the brave and “superior” German soldier and an enemy carica-
tured as morally degenerate and physically inferior. “Euch wer’n
wir laufen lassen” (“We’ll teach ‘em how to run”) splashed one typi-
cal poster, depicting muscle-bound German troops dispatching
pygmy-sized, beret-wearing French soldiers at the point of a bayo-
net. Meanwhile, on Bastille Day 1915, French daily Le Matin told
those at home that “Boche (German) bodies smell worse than the
French”. “Germans shoot really badly and really low,” another paper
claimed. “The authorities calculated that patriotic lying was better
than the raw and terrifying truth when it came to keeping up a
country’s morale and controlling public opinion,” World War I his-
torian Jean-Yves Le Naour told AFP.

Bayoneting babies 
The Great Powers quickly realized the importance of control-

ling information about the slaughter and scrambled to set up
whole government departments to disseminate propaganda,
influence opinion-formers and win hearts and minds both at
home and abroad. The Germans were first off the mark with the
Zentralstelle fuer Auslandsdienst (Central Office for Foreign
Services) and the British were not far behind with the War
Propaganda Board, which became known by its main office
“Wellington House”. Propaganda ministries also sprung up in
France and Italy.

As the war dragged on, propaganda efforts concentrated
on demonizing the enemy, disseminating stories, often wholly
invented, about “war crimes” committed on the battlefield or in
occupied territories. Tales of German soldiers bayoneting
babies or gang raping young girls at gunpoint were legion and
widely believed, providing a powerful recruitment tool and
bolstering the determination of the Allied populations to
“defeat the monster.” Much of this “atrocity” propaganda was
later proven to be either greatly exaggerated or wholly ficti-
tious. Many historians believe this led people to be more skep-
tical when they were told of the horrors of World War II, includ-
ing the Holocaust.

Propaganda was also instrumental in maximizing efforts on
the home front.  Posters sprung up exhorting families to eat less
bread so the soldiers would have more. “Sign up for the 6th war
loan,” demanded a German poster, again showing enemies flee-
ing a soldier’s bayonet. And as the war got increasingly bogged
down in the trenches, both sides turned their propaganda
weapons towards other countries-notably the United States-in a
bid to win them over to the cause. Germany “blanketed the US
with continuous, blatant propaganda,” wrote historian Jonathan
Epstein who added that the British were quick to cut the commu-
nication cable between Germany and the United States, realizing
how vital it was to have a free run in the propaganda war.

‘Civilization against barbarism’ 
In order better to focus the propaganda effort, authorities

scoured letters sent home from the front, excising compromising
passages but also gauging the spirits of those fighting the bloodi-
est war ever seen. “It was more of a check on the post. The aim was
not to censor the thoughts of the troops but to gauge their
morale. It was a sort of opinion poll,” said historian Le Naour. And
in this “total war”, no aspect of life was exempt from the propagan-
da drive-even the classroom.

“School exercises might consist of writing letters full of praise
to soldiers or calculating artillery production,” says French histori-
an Andre Loez. All sides mobilized philosophers and intellectuals
to pontificate on the moral righteousness of their cause. French
philosopher Henri Bergson said that “the struggle against
Germany is the struggle of civilization against barbarism.”—AFP

PENNSYLVANIA: A Patton Township police officer walks a woman to his vehicle. — AP 

Tough winter creates menace
Efficient high-rises make problem worse

Propaganda a potent 
weapon in ‘total war’

SAN DIEGO: A US Border Patrol agent trying to stop a group
of people suspected of crossing the Mexican border illegally
shot and killed a man after being hit in the head with a rock,
reigniting questions over whether the agency overreacts to
such assaults by migrants and suspected smugglers. The man,
who threw the rock at the bottom of a 75-foot ravine, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene after first-aid efforts failed, San
Diego County sheriff’s Lt Glenn Giannantonio said Tuesday.

The agent declined to be treated at a hospital for an injury
that Giannantonio described as minor. The agent and the
man who died were not immediately identified. The Border
Patrol said in a statement that the agent feared for his life.
Two other people in the country illegally were arrested, the
Border Patrol said. Kelly Thornton, a spokeswoman for the US
attorney’s office in San Diego, said they will not be charged
with a crime.

Two Border Patrol agents on foot had separated to cut off
the group, and one of the agents was hit in the face with the
rock, prompting him to fire, Giannantonio said. He didn’t
know how many times the man was shot. The Border Patrol
said the agent was attacked with rocks, including one that hit
him in the head. The shooting, which took place about 6:30
am 4 miles east of San Diego’s Otay Mesa border crossing,
came amid debate over whether lethal force is justified as a

response to rock attacks.  The Border Patrol has long main-
tained that rocks are deadly weapons.

The Police Executive Research Forum, a nonprofit group
that led a government-commissioned review, has recom-
mended that the Border Patrol and its parent agency, Customs
and Border Protection, or CBP, prohibit deadly force against
rock-throwers and assailants in vehicles, Border Patrol Chief
Mike Fisher told The Associated Press last year. The CBP reject-
ed the proposed limits, which Fisher called “very restrictive.”

Under current policy, agents can use deadly force if they
have a reasonable belief that their lives or the lives of others
are in danger. Agents were attacked with rocks 339 times in
the 2011 fiscal year, more than any other type of assault,
according to the Department of Homeland Security inspector
general. They responded with gunfire 33 times and with less-
than-lethal force - a category that includes pepper spray and
batons - 118 times. Rock attacks fell to 185 instances in fiscal
2012, becoming the second-most-common type of assault.
Agents fired guns 22 times and responded 42 times with less-
than-lethal force. The San Diego County Sheriff’s Department
is leading the investigation into Tuesday’s shooting. A
spokesman for the union representing Border Patrol agents
said he was confident the investigation would find the agent
did nothing wrong.—AP

US agent hit by rock kills 
man at Mexican border

Eagles make power 
plant winter home
MONROE: A Michigan utility has welcomed a flock of vis-
itors to the state’s biggest power plant this winter. But
they aren’t all that personable. The south-flying out-of-
towners - nearly 200 bald eagles - have taken up resi-
dence at DTE Energy’s massive plant along Lake Erie,
transforming 800 acres in Monroe into their cozy, cold-
weather abode. The birds have been a common sight
these past few frigid months, patiently perching on tree
branches and using their 6- to 7-foot wingspans to
smoothly glide over the lake and swoop into the plant’s
spillway to snatch gizzard shad, their food of choice.

The iconic raptors are drawn to the plant’s warm
water discharge, which gives them easy access to the
baitfish as well as a vast wooded area where the people-
shy birds can roost in seclusion. DTE Energy has set aside
the land in the back of the plant for wildlife habitat
preservation and is happy to host the eagles when tem-
peratures drop. “People look at it as a very majestic bird,”
said DTE Energy wildlife biologist Matthew Shackelford,
who has been tracking eagles at the plant in Monroe,
about 35 miles southwest of Detroit, for a dozen years -
back when there were only a handful of them wintering
there.

This year, Shackelford estimates that 180 eagles are
living at the plant, which is also home to deer, ducks and
a number of other kinds of birds, including red-tailed
hawks, seagulls and heron. The wintering eagles are the
big draw, though, for plant workers, visiting wildlife
experts and the lucky few who got a bird’s-eye view dur-
ing a public tour last month. Once a year, the plant opens
its doors to a few dozen members of the public. A lottery
was held to select the attendees.—AP
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NEW DELHI: The chief minister of an Indian state
resigned yesterday in protest at a contentious bill to split
his state in two, a plan which has triggered chaotic
scenes in parliament. Kiran Kumar Reddy announced he
was stepping down “with heavy heart” as chief minister
of the southern state of Andhra Pradesh and from the
ruling Congress party over the bill to create the coun-
try’s 29th state. The bill was expected to be introduced
later into parliament’s upper house to carve the new
state called Telangana from Andhra Pradesh, after a
decades-long campaign.

Reddy’s move comes one day after uproar during a
vote on the bill in the lower house that saw a blackout of
live televised proceedings, amid fears opposing MPs
would spark mayhem in the parliament.  Reddy
slammed as shameful lawmakers’ behavior in pushing
through the bill in the lower house without proper
debate, and also attacked the decision to cut the live TV
feed to stop the public watching.

MPs were “robbers, hiding from people, putting off
TV, throwing out those who were objecting”, Reddy was
quoted as saying by NDT V in the state capital of
Hyderabad. He accused Congress and the main opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) of supporting the bill

merely to win votes in the general election due by the
end of May.  Critics say the Congress-led government
has decided to move on Telangana before the polls to
try to win crucial support in the tribal and drought-
prone districts that will form the new state. But they
warn the move may backfire amid an intensifying politi-
cal battle in Andhra Pradesh where Reddy is now
expected to form his own party.

Telangana long neglected 
Supporters have campaigned for 53 years for eco-

nomically deprived Telangana, which they say has been
neglected by successive state governments. Wealthier
coastal regions of Andhra Pradesh have fiercely opposed
the split because they say it would create economic
upheaval. Hyderabad, an IT hub home to giants Google,
Microsoft and Dell, will serve as joint capital of both
states for at least the next 10 years.

The intensity of the anger over Telangana was appar-
ent in parliament in New Delhi last week when lawmak-
ers exchanged blows, tried to destroy equipment and
pepper-sprayed the chamber as the bill was introduced.
Some 17 MPs were suspended over the mayhem which
saw legislators opposed to Telangana trying to pull out

the speaker’s microphone, smashing a glass table and
ripping up papers. One MP unleashed a can of capsicum
spray, prompting a rush for the exit. On Tuesday the TV
broadcast of proceedings was suddenly halted shortly
before the vote on the bill, amid fears there would be a
repeat of the chaos and it would be shown live.

Officials quoted in the Indian media yesterday
blamed the feed cut on a “technical glitch,” but the BJP
claimed the move was planned. “They say that the black-
out of Lok Sabha (lower house) was due to a technical
glitch. No. It was a tactical glitch,” BJP leader in the lower
house Sushma Swaraj said on Twitter on Tuesday.

Ahead of the vote, police were on alert in Andhra
Pradesh where street protests were expected to erupt if
the bill was passed. Protests against the state’s break-up
were held on Tuesday, while supporters staged celebra-
tions in Hyderabad and in some of the 10 districts of
Andhra Pradesh that will form the new state. 

India last redrew its internal boundaries in 2000, with
the creation of three new states in economically
deprived areas in the north. Critics say the bill could
open a “Pandora’s box” of demands for statehood by
other regional groups in the ethnically diverse nation,
which also has a host of separatist movements. — AFP 

Chief minister quits over new Indian state

Live TV broadcast of Telangana bill blacked out

KABUL: An Afghan peanut vendor waits for customers
during snowfall yesterday. The Afghan capital has
experienced its third snowfall of the winter. — AFP 

Abdullah hits Afghanistan 

campaign trail eyeing win 

JALALABAD: Leading Afghan presidential candidate
Abdullah Abdullah has vowed to deliver a knock-out
blow to opponents in the first round of the election to
avoid a repeat of the disputes and delays that plagued
the 2009 vote. Abdullah, who came a close second in the
last election, took to the campaign trail with a pledge to
disprove widespread predictions that the April 5 poll
would fail to produce a clear winner. “It is different this
time from five years ago,” he told AFP on Tuesday during a
roadside tea break on the way to deliver a campaign
speech to several thousand supporters in the eastern city
of Jalalabad.

“I have got confidence that I can do this because of the
feeling we are getting from people around the country.
My personal strategy for victory is to win in the first
round.” Abdullah, a former foreign minister, pulled out of
the second round run-off in 2009 after massive vote-rig-
ging by supporters of President Hamid Karzai, who is con-
stitutionally barred from standing for a third term in
office. “In the last election, President Karzai was the
incumbent and much of his vote was because he used
state apparatus in his favor. He didn’t really win the elec-
tion,” Abdullah said. “Since then I have spent five years in
opposition, working for the people and connecting with
everyone across the country.” Abdullah faces an uphill
battle to win more than 50 percent of the first-round
vote, which he needs for outright victory over 10 rivals
including former finance minister Ashraf Ghani, Karzai
loyalist Zalmai Rassoul and the president’s brother
Qayum. But he is seen as likely to make it through to a
second round run-off scheduled for May 28, with a final
result due at the end of June.

Fraud threat 
Another violent and fraud-riddled election would badly

undermine claims of progress during the 13-year foreign
intervention in Afghanistan, and donor nations constantly
stress the need for a “transparent, inclusive and credible”
process. Abdullah said his biggest fear was “ghost” polling
stations-when voting booths in dangerous areas are
stuffed with fraudulent ballots far from the eyes of neutral
monitors. The interior ministry said this week only about
390 of 6,645 polling stations would be kept closed due to
poor security, despite Taleban insurgents being active
across much of the south and east of the country.  “The
main fraud is (always) where security is not good, and the
security commission must say where elections are not
possible so that no election material is sent there,”
Abdullah said. The Taleban have vowed to target the cam-
paign, and Abdullah travelled to Jalalabad in a high-speed
convoy of 20 vehicles that careered along twisting moun-
tain roads with gun-toting guards at the ready in armored
jeeps. “The ministry of interior are doing their best (to pro-
vide security), I have no doubt, but the circumstances are
complex,” said Abdullah, a former aide to the late anti-
Soviet fighter Ahmad Shah Massoud. At the rally, Abdullah
told the crowd that he would bring national unity and
improved security, tackle corruption and strengthen the
rule of law, as well as deliver on local projects such a new
road to the nearby Pakistan border.

Law student Usna Kowsa, 18, who was one of only
about 30 women in the crowd, said she was an Abdullah
supporter but that she hoped more women would vote
for candidates across the country. “We are ready to vote
now, we are 50 percent of the country and should use our
vote. For me, I think Abdullah has done a lot for the good
of this country,” she said.

Ghani’s well-organised campaign has also held large
rallies of supporters in Kabul, and several of the candi-
dates have participated in a series of televised debates as
the election race warms up. Security on polling day will be
provided by the Afghan police and army, with the US-led
international combat mission winding down its operations
after fighting the Taleban since 2001. The International
Security Assistance Force (ISAF) will help with some trans-
port and logistics during the election, officials say, and be
on stand-by for emergencies. All 55,000 ISAF troops will
leave Afghanistan by the end of this year, but 8-12,000 US
soldiers may be deployed on a training and counter-ter-
rorism mission from 2015 if a long-delayed deal is signed
with the Afghan government. — AFP

Rajiv Gandhi killers set 

to walk free from prison

NEW DELHI: The chief minister of an Indian state yester-
day ordered the release of all seven people jailed for plot-
ting the assassination of former prime minister Rajiv
Gandhi, meaning they could walk free in days. J
Jayalalithaa, chief minister of Tamil Nadu, announced the
decision one day after the country’s top court lifted the
death sentences on three of those convicted over
Gandhi’s killing in a 1991 suicide bomb attack.

“Considering that they have spent over 23 years in
prison, the cabinet decided to immediately release
Santhan, Murugan and Perarivalan under the powers
vested with the state government,” Jayalalithaa said,
according to the Press Trust of India (PTI) news agency,
after a cabinet meeting. Jayalalithaa said she would also
release four others including a woman who are serving
life sentences for their roles in the murder.

Gandhi was killed by a female Tamil suicide bomber in
the southern state of Tamil Nadu. Jayalalithaa, quoted by
PTI, said the cases would be sent to the federal govern-
ment immediately for its approval of the release as
required. Her administration would go ahead with their
release if the Congress-led federal government failed to
respond within three days, PTI said.

A lawyer for the three men who had been on death
row told AFP that since the attack happened in Tamil
Nadu, the state government was allowed to remit their
sentences once they had served at least 14 years behind
bars. “The state needs to now consult with the central
government because a central agency had investigated
the case,” said lawyer Yug Mohit Chaudhary. Finance
Minister P Chidambaram, who hails from Tamil Nadu,
indicated that the government would not try to block the
release.   “Our grief is an irreparable grief. Our grief is
because Rajiv Gandhi was killed, brutally killed,” he told
the NDTV network. —AFP
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BANGKOK: A Thai court ordered the govern-
ment yesterday not to use force against pro-
testers who are seeking to oust the prime min-
ister, a day after violent clashes between riot
police and demonstrators left five people
dead and dozens injured. The Civil Court ruled
that some orders issued by the prime minister
and a special security command center under
an emergency decree were illegal because
they violate the protesters’ constitutional
rights.

The prohibited orders include bans on
gatherings of five or more people, on entering
certain buildings, and on the use of certain
roads by the demonstrators. The court also
prohibited the government from using force.
The court, however, rejected a protester’s
request that it revoke the state of emergency,
saying it was within the executive branch’s
power to enforce such a law. The Cabinet
declared a state of emergency in the Bangkok
area on Jan. 21 after the protesters threatened
to shut down the capital by blocking key inter-
sections and occupying government offices.

Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra’s elect-
ed government has been attempting to avoid
violence to keep the powerful military from
stepping in. Thailand has been wracked by
political unrest since 2006, when Yingluck’s
brother, former Prime Minister Thaksin
Shinawatra, was ousted by a military coup
after being accused of corruption and abuse
of power. Police have been ordered to exercise
restraint and avoid using force, but deadly
gunbattles erupted Tuesday after they moved
into several locations around the city to
remove protesters.

Five people were killed and nearly 70
injured, according to Erawan emergency med-
ical services. Yesterday, thousands of protest-
ers surrounded the prime minister’s temporary
office in Bangkok’s northern outskirts to
demand her resignation. The demonstrators
asked officials at the Defense Ministry complex
to prevent Yingluck from using it as her back-
up office. She has been unable to enter her
regular office compound in downtown
Bangkok because it is blocked by protesters
and some of its gates have been cemented
shut.

The demonstrators also vowed to target
businesses owned by Yingluck’s wealthy fami-
ly. “Wherever she is, wherever she sleeps, we
will go after her,” protest leader Suthep
Thaugsuban told the crowd. “(We) must inten-
sify our fight and we will attack Shinawatra
businesses and their funding sources.”

The prime minister and Cabinet ministers

stayed away from their temporary offices yes-
terday to prevent further tensions, the military
said. Protesters have camped out for a month
at major intersections across the capital to
press for Yingluck’s resignation.

The demonstrators, who mostly draw their
support from the urban middle and upper
class and people in the south, want Yingluck
to step down to make way for an appointed
interim government to implement reforms

they say are necessary to fight corruption and
remove the Shinawatra family from politics. In
its ruling, the Civil Court said the government’s
orders were “violating and affecting the rights
of the protesters under the constitution.”

It noted that Thailand’s Constitutional Court
earlier ruled that the protesters were rallying
peacefully. It said the prime minister therefore

“cannot use force or arms in cracking down” on
them. “When the facts show that there have
been orders to bring a large number of police
officers into Bangkok to crack down on the
protesters, the court, therefore, is ruling to
protect the protesters’ rights to rally peacefully
and without arms,” it added. It was unclear
whether the ruling would affect arrest war-
rants issued for protest leaders for violating
the state of emergency. — AP 

Thai court bans use of force
Court endorses emergency rule

BANGKOK: A woman and her pets on a motorcycle turn back after waiting for a traffic block to
clear near Ratchadamnoen Junction yesterday. — AFP

TOKYO: Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Salman bin Abdul-Aziz shakes hands with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe prior to a meeting at the latter’s official resi-
dence yesterday. Crown Prince Salman is on an eight-day visit to Japan. — AP 

BUCHEON: Kim Se-rin is sure he’ll recog-
nize his sister when they reunite - if they
reunite - in North Korea this week, more
than 63 years after war drove them apart.
And he knows what he’ll say. “I will first
hug her and tell her that I thank her for
having lived so long,” the 84-year-old
retired Seoul City official said. “Then, I will
ask her when our father and mom
passed away and when our sister and
brother died.”

What Kim doesn’t know is what he’ll
do if their reunion - one of hundreds
planned today through Tuesday
between North and South Koreans - falls
victim to the ever-volatile relations
between the two countries. Kim, who has
chronic heart problems, got sick after
North Korea abruptly scrapped reunions
in September, and he hasn’t slept well
since. “I think this will be my last chance,”
Kim said during an interview at his home
in Bucheon, just west of Seoul. “How
much longer can I live?”

Kim and about 500 other South
Koreans plan to visit the North’s scenic
Diamond Mountain resort to take part in
reunions that will reunite relatives for the
first time since the bloody Korean War
ended with an armistice in 1953. More
than 260 North Koreans are expected to
take part. No reunions have been held
since late 2010, and if these meetings
take place, it will be a positive sign for
inter-Korean relations and a tearful relief
to families separated by the world’s most
heavily fortified border.

The rival nations struck a deal last
week to go ahead with brief meetings of
war-divided families, though there’s wari-
ness in Seoul that Pyongyang could back
out again. It is an intensely anxious
moment for the elderly Koreans waiting
to take buses to Diamond Mountain, still
not assured that they will be able to see
long-lost relatives’ faces before they die.

North pushes for better ties 
“I was really shocked last time when

North Korea canceled the reunions. My
health condition has worsened because
of the stress from the cancellation,” 85-
year-old Lee Geun-su said Monday. He
had planned to go to North Korea to see
his younger sister, but on Wednesday,
South Korea’s Unification Ministry
announced that he was too ill to go.

North Korea is pushing for better ties
with South Korea, and has ratcheted
down harsh rhetoric that swelled last
spring with a torrent of threats to launch
nuclear strikes against Seoul and
Washington. Analysts say the North
hopes better relations with Seoul will
attract badly needed foreign investment
and aid. There is still a risk the reunions
could be scrapped. The North earlier
threatened to cancel the reunions due to
upcoming annual military exercises
between Seoul and Washington, which
North Korea calls a rehearsal for invasion.
Pyongyang also has previously cited criti-
cal South Korean news reports as a rea-
son to distrust Seoul.

Millions of Korean families have been
completely separated since the war. Both
governments ban their citizens from vis-
iting each other or even exchanging let-
ters, phone calls and emails. During a
previous period of inter-Korean rap-
prochement, about 22,000 Koreans have

had brief reunions - 18,000 in person and
the others by video. In 2000, South Korea
created a computerized lottery system
for South Koreans hoping for reunions,
and since then nearly 130,000 people,
most in their 70s or older, have entered.
Only about 70,000 are still alive.

Those selected for the aborted
reunions in September get another
chance this week.  However, two of the
South Koreans selected and three of
North Koreans have died since then,
according to South Korea’s Red Cross,
which is helping arrange the meetings
along with its North Korean counterpart.
Time has already robbed Kim of the
chance to reunite with his parents and
two of the siblings he left behind on Dec.
4, 1950, six months after the Korean War
broke out. Red Cross officials told him
that only his 79-year-old sister Kim Yong
Suk is still alive, though he also is expect-
ed to meet a son of his brother. Now a
frail, gray-haired octogenarian, Kim had
taught Korean at a middle school in
Hwangju, about 40 kilometers (25 miles)
south of Pyongyang, and his sister was
among his students. She was smart and
pretty with thick, bobbed hair, and Kim
remembers a fellow teacher who joking-
ly asked to marry her after graduation.

Destiny to die in the South 
“She resembles me. We will recognize

each other when we reunite,” he said,
smiling. Kim said he fled his homeland
with two friends because they worked
for an anti-communist organization and
were afraid of being caught by the North
Korean authorities. He said he left in such
a rush that he couldn’t even tell his fami-
ly members about his departure, and he
had no idea how permanent his decision
would be.

“I thought I could have dropped by
my home... I didn’t know (the separation)
would last this long,” Kim said. Kim joined
the South Korean army after fleeing to
the South, and said he thought seriously
about death during fierce battles with
Chinese soldiers. China intervened in the
war to help North Korea, while the
American-led UN forces fought alongside
South Korea.

He said young Chinese soldiers got
drunk on kaoliang, a fiery, throat-burning
liquor, then climbed a hill in human-
wave attacks, aiming their recoilless rifles
squarely at the office of the South
Koreans’ battalion commander. “So many
people died,” he said. He said huge num-
bers of Chinese soldiers were wiped out
by bombs dropped by American B-29
bombers. “A reservoir turned into a pool
of blood because it rained and mixed
with blood from the corpses,” he said.

Kim thought then that it would be his
destiny to die in the South, away from his
hometown. That has not changed: “I’ve
told my grandchildren to move and bury
my remains next to my parents’ at our
family gravesite after the unification.” He
said that if he meets his sister, he will at
least be able to pass on a message to his
parents in the meantime. “I’ll ask her to
go to the graveyard for our parents to
say that she met me and that I’ve been
living well in South Korea, because I can-
not go there, and this reunion will be our
last meeting,” Kim said. “I will feel very
relieved then.” — AP 

Before North Korean family
reunions, fears of false hope

HONG KONG: Several passengers and
crew members were injured when a
Cathay Pacific jumbo jet hit turbulence
over northern Japan, the airline said yeter-
day, as one passenger likened the experi-
ence to a “rollercoaster”. The Boeing 747-
400, carrying 321 passengers and 21 crew,
was rocked by sudden turbulence when it
flew over Hokkaido prefecture Tuesday.
Cathay Pacific said two crew members and
a number of passengers were injured, but
did not confirm a total of 12 injuries
reported by the South China Morning Post
newspaper.

The flight from San Francisco to Hong
Kong landed at the southern Chinese city’s
airport at 6.26 pm local time to be greeted

by a fleet of ambulances and emergency
vehicles. One of the injured was taken to
hospital on a stretcher. The turbulence was
“more intense than riding a rollercoaster”, a
passenger was quoted by the newspaper
as saying. The plane “was jolted for at least
two minutes. I was thrown up very high,”
he said, adding the turbulence started very
suddenly before any warning.  The airline
said medical assistance was provided to
the injured on board before the flight land-
ed. “Hong Kong Civil Aviation Department
has been informed of the incident, and we
are collaborating with the authority on the
investigation,” a spokeswoman said.
Cathay Pacific is Hong Kong’s flagship air-
line. — AFP

Passengers injured 
on Cathay flight



RIYADH: Britain’s Prince Charles, dressed in a tradi-
tional Saudi robe and a checkered red and white kef-
fiyeh, joined members of Saudi Arabia’s royal family in
performing the ‘Ardah’ sword dance near Riyadh.
Charles, who arrived Monday on his second visit to
the kingdom in a year,  swayed his sword to the
rhythm of drumbeats at the annual cultural and her-
itage Al-Janadriya festival,  late on Tuesday near
Riyadh.

He was accompanied in the dance by several

princes, including deputy prime minister Moqren bin
Abdul Aziz and National Guard chief Prince Mitaab,
who is King Abdullah’s son. The Prince of Wales, in a
regional tour without his wife Camilla, early yesterday
visited Al-Diriyah, the first capital of the Saudi dynasty
where the remains of many palaces and restored
buildings are located. The heir to the British throne
met during his Saudi visit with several Saudi officials,
including Foreign Minister Prince Saud Al-Faisal. He
was to head to Qatar later yesterday. — AFP 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014N E W S

Continued from Page 1

Roumi received the letter after meeting Mudej follow-
ing the Cabinet’s meeting, Al-Qabas reported, quoting
informed sources. Roumi had sent a letter to Finance
Minister Anas Al-Saleh during earlier negotiations with
Airbus officials, requesting governmental approval of the
insurance plan for the rented aircraft. Mudej, who is the
Minister of Commerce and Industry, singed the approval
on behalf of Saleh who is on an official mission outside
the country. The Cabinet reportedly gave Mudej the go-
ahead after reviewing Airbus’ request during its weekly
meeting. It has been reported earlier that the govern-
ment wanted to make sure that all suspicions raised over
the deal are cleared before any promises are made.

Earlier reports also suggested that the Kuwait
Investment Authority, which holds the government’s
stake in KAC, launched a reviewing process for the con-

tracts amid allegations of mismanagement reported by
the local press. Kuwait Airways has an ageing fleet of 15
Airbus and two Boeing aircraft. In addition to mod-
ernising its fleet, the KAC wants to become profitable
before offering a 40 percent stake to a local or foreign
investor. It has posted losses in all but one of the past 21
years, amounting to a total of more than $2.7 billion,
which has been covered by the government. 

Meanwhile, the administrative court yesterday reject-
ed an appeal by former KAC CEO Sami Al-Nisf, who filed
a case against the decision by Minister of
Communications Essa Al-Kandari to fire him in
November. The court explained in its ruling that the sus-
pension is considered within the minister’s legal authori-
ties. Nisf was relieved of his duties after he orchestrated
an earlier deal with Airbus to buy five used aircraft, a
deal that was put on hold after the minister’s interven-
tion. — Agencies 

KAC seals deal to buy 25 Airbus jets

Britain’s Prince Charles, wearing traditional Saudi garb, dances the traditional Saudi ‘Ardha’ with a sword during the Janadriya culture festival in Diriyah in Riyadh on Tuesday. — AFP 

Charles sways sword during Saudi dance

Continued from Page 1

Images also circulated on social media showing
blackouts in some of the area’s blocks and streets, sug-
gesting power was cut. International reports estimate
Kuwait ’s bedoon community at around 120,000.

Bedoons demand citizenship as well as civil and social
rights they are deprived from given their illegal resi-
dence status, but the government argues that only
34,000 qualify for consideration. The rest are considered
Arabs or descendants of Arab people who disposed
their passports to seek citizenship in the oil-rich state.

Bedoons step up protests in Taima

DUBAI: Saudi Arabian authorities have deported
more than 12,000 migrants held under “appalling
conditions” back to their native Somalia, where many
now face life-threatening situations, Human Rights
Watch said yesterday. The New York-based rights
group said in a statement that hundreds of women
and children are among the migrants sent back to a
country where hundreds of thousands live in dire
conditions in camps in the capital, Mogadishu, after
fleeing famine and violence elsewhere. A number of
the deportees are from parts of south-central
Somalia where security has broken down and danger
is rampant.

The deportations are part of a Saudi campaign to
remove undocumented foreign workers after decades
of lax immigration enforcement allowed migrants to
take many low-wage jobs that the kingdom’s own citi-
zens shunned. Saudi authorities, grappling with high
unemployment, now want those jobs for the king-
dom’s citizens. The International Organization for
Migration says the Somali government expects Saudi
Arabia to deport another 30,000 people in the coming
weeks. The United Nations refugee agency says its
staff has been denied access by Saudi authorities to
detained Somalis in the kingdom.

Human Rights Watch said that major donors to
UNHCR, including the European Union and the
United States, should press Saudi Arabia to end its
deportations of Somalis. “The Saudi government is
entitled to promote employment opportunities for
its own citizens, but it needs to make sure it’s not
sending people back to a life-threatening situation,”
Gerry Simpson, senior refugee researcher, said. “Saudi
Arabia has no excuse for not offering protection to
some of the world’s most vulnerable people.”

Human Rights Watch said it spoke to Somalis who
were recently deported who say they were held for
weeks in “appalling conditions” A woman in her ninth
month of pregnancy told Human Rights Watch she
was detained in Saudi Arabia and separated from her
husband. She said a Saudi policewoman beat her on
the back with a baton while she stood in line at the
airport.  She went into labor and gave birth on the
cabin floor of the plane as it flew to Mogadishu, the
rights organization said.

The rights group said others described severe
overcrowding, lack of access to fresh air and daylight,
sweltering heat, and limited medical assistance in
Saudi detention centers. With one exception, none of
the detention centers had bedding and detainees
slept on the floor, Human Rights Watch said. Dozens
of children were also left unattended without care-
givers or parents in difficult conditions where people
fought over food.

Saudi Arabia’s Interior Ministry spokesman could
not be immediately reached for comment. The Saudi
government says it has deported more than a quar-
ter-million migrants since the government began
enforcing its crackdown in November. Around
170,000 of those are Ethiopians, most of whom never
acquired visas, often taking perilous boat journeys
across the Gulf of Aden to Yemen from where they
cross illegally into the kingdom with the help of
smugglers. An additional one million migrant work-
ers were forced to leave the kingdom, or face arrest
and deportation, during an amnesty period ahead of
the government crackdown. The majority of foreign
workers in the kingdom are from India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia and the Philippines, as well as
Egypt and Yemen. — AP 

Saudis deport 12,000 Somalis



By Michael Georgy

Ashadowy Islamist militant
group based in the remote
Sinai desert is emerging as a

major threat to Egypt’s stability, and
there are no signs that the army-
backed government has devised an
effective strategy to contain it. With
assassinations, suicide bombings and
shootings, Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis has
earned a spot on the global jihad map
and its bloody campaign spreading
across Egypt is cause for alarm in the
West, which sees the biggest Arab
nation as a strategic partner. The
group has stepped up attacks on
policemen and soldiers since army
chief Field Marshal Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi
toppled Islamist president Mohamed
Morsi in July. Hundreds have been
killed.

Ansar doesn’t have the firepower
to defeat Egypt’s army, the biggest in
the Arab world. But it is proving to be
media savvy with a new strategy of
targeting foreigners, dealing a devas-
tating blow to tourism, vital for the
struggling economy. “Ansar Bayt al-
Maqdis has rapidly become one of the
most active jihadist groups in the
world and there are strong indications
that it is an Al-Qaeda franchise group,”
said global intelligence firm Stratfor in
a report.

Ansar said it dispatched a suicide
bomber who killed two South Koreans
and an Egyptian near the town of Taba
on Sunday. The attack is likely to keep
foreign tourists, already spooked by
political upheaval following the army
takeover, away from resorts and
ancient sites that once brought in hard
currency. In a video released on
YouTube in December, Ansar said its
mission had evolved from missile
attacks on Israel and blowing up gas
pipelines to a bloody campaign
against Egyptian security forces and
intelligence officials after Morsi’s fall.

On Monday, Ansar warned tourists to
stay away from Egypt or face attack,
part of an apparent tactical shift that
could hit the government where it
hurts most - the economy.

Long Battle Between State 
and Militants 

The stakes are high. Egypt, the
heart of the Arab world, has a peace
treaty with Israel and contains the
Suez Canal. Growing instability could
impact the rest of a region already
destabilized by the conflict in Syria.
Egyptian security forces have experi-
ence fighting militants dating back
decades. Islamist-leaning soldiers
assassinated President Anwar Sadat in
1981, mainly because of his treaty with
Israel. Hosni Mubarak took years to
end an Islamist militant insurgency in
the 1990s, which left tourism in tatters.

This time, the picture is more com-
plex, with Egypt’s political turbulence
offering militants opportunities. Ansar

has capitalised on a security vacuum
which arose after the 2011 popular
uprising that toppled Mubarak. The
group entrenched itself in the Sinai
Peninsula’s mountains and deserts,
forging ties with smugglers, as well as
bedouins who have long felt neglect-
ed by the central government. Ansar
Bayt al-Maqdis, which means support-
ers of Jerusalem, has also exploited the
struggle between Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood and the army-installed
government.

Security forces have been busy
with a crackdown against the
Brotherhood, killing hundreds in the
streets, arresting thousands and jailing
its leaders. That distracted the Interior
Ministry from the threat brewing in
the Sinai, a 61,000 square km area
located between Israel, the Gaza Strip
and the Suez Canal. “They had the
space and time to develop in the
tumultuous post-Arab Spring period,”
said Kamran Bokhari, vice president for

the Middle East at Stratfor and author
of “Political Islam in the Age of
Democratization”.

While the Brotherhood has been
driven underground, the government
is still focused on the movement,
stamping out protests and prosecut-
ing Morsi and other leaders. The army
has told the public that victory over
Ansar is imminent. But Ansar’s exten-
sive hit list is growing. Aside from all
the security force members Ansar has
killed, it has also claimed responsibility
for several high profile assassinations
of senior security officials and said it
was behind a failed suicide bombing
attack on the interior minister in Cairo.

Security has been tightened since
those operations and an army offen-
sive has been raging for months in the
Sinai, but the attacks keep coming.
Although the government publicly
asserts the sheer firepower of the army
will eradicate the problem, security
officials are far more cautious in pri-

vate. “It will take time. We can’t ever
know if someone is going to blow
themselves up. It is hard to prevent
suicide attacks,” said one.

Pressure to Act
The government, eager to show

that a political road map unveiled by
Sisi after Mursi’s fall will succeed, does
not have much time. Sisi is expected to
announce his candidacy for president
soon. Elections, which he is expected
to win in a landslide, are due in a few
months. The government wants the
process to go smoothly without more
Ansar attacks that could shake confi-
dence in security forces. Sisi’s followers
regard him as invincible but even they
could become disillusioned if Ansar
keeps challenging the army.

Some liberals who supported
Mursi’s overthrow have started to
question the hardline tactics of the
military and security forces. Some
have been jailed. “The Taba attack,
combined with Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis’
warning that tourists must leave the
country is intended to frustrate eco-
nomic recovery and to subsequently
precipitate greater public opposition
to the military establishment,” said
Anthony Skinner, Middle East and
North Africa Director at risk analyst
Maplecroft.

Bombs are not the only thing that
make Ansar dangerous.  Mystery sur-
rounding the group, believed to have
about 1,000 fighters, makes it hard to
penetrate. Security officials who moni-
tor the Sinai speak in general terms
about the group, saying it evolved
from Islamists who established havens
in the region after Mubarak’s fall.
Weapons smuggled in from chaotic
post-Gaddafi Libya, and Sudan, fell
into the hands of Ansar fighters, who
also convert landmines left in the
desert since Egypt’s past wars with
Israel into roadside bombs, the securi-
ty officials said. —Reuters

By Maggie Fick

Egypt’s army chief, Field Marshal Abdel Fattah
Al-Sisi, won vast popularity by crushing the
Muslim Brotherhood, but even a man seen

by his followers as invincible may be unable to fix
the mess in the politically sensitive energy sector.
Sisi, who toppled Islamist leader Mohamed Morsi
in July and promised to bring calm to Egypt, is
expected soon to stage a triumphal run for the
presidency in elections due within months. His
first big challenge is likely to be power cuts and
fuel shortages - the same issues that plagued
Morsi and helped spur mass protests that enabled
the army to oust him. “Sisi is still very popular, but
he realises that Egyptians can go to Tahrir Square
tomorrow if his administration is seen as not
being as efficient as promised,” said Justin Dargin,
a Middle East energy expert at the University of
Oxford.

Cairo’s Tahrir was the hub of protests that end-
ed three decades of one-man rule by President
Hosni Mubarak in 2011. To many Egyptians, Sisi is
all-powerful, but industry experts, foreign oil and
gas companies and Western diplomats doubt he
can take bold steps to tackle Egypt’s energy night-
mare. Successive governments have failed to
develop a sound strategy to tap major natural gas
reserves even as an exploding population boost-
ed demand for the fuel. Egyptian gas exports
began in the mid-2000s, but more than halved
from 2008 to 2012. They have now slowed to a
trickle, contributing to a global decline in liquefied
natural gas (LNG) supplies. 

Production from maturing gas fields is declin-
ing. The government forecast this month that

consumption will outstrip output for the first time
in the fiscal years starting in July. The army-
installed government is in a bind. Gulf Arab
donors have propped it up with aid that includes
$4 billion in oil products from Saudi Arabia,
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates, but their
diesel is not compatible with Egypt’s gas-based
power plants and big factories.

Nowhere to Turn
Qatar bailed out Egypt with extra gas during

Morsi’s rule, but his ouster badly soured ties with
Cairo. Like its predecessor, the interim govern-
ment has failed to secure a means of importing
LNG directly, so Egypt has nowhere to turn for gas.
A tender for a floating LNG import terminal has
been pending since October. Even if it was in
place, experts say nothing can match the
favourable swap deal Qatar gave Egypt last year.
“We have enough installed capacity but the prob-
lem is with fuel,” said Aktham Abouelela,
spokesman for the Electricity Ministry. “It is not
good for power plants to run on diesel.”

Egypt’s energy troubles are rooted in fuel sub-
sidies that cost the government $15 billion a year,
a fifth of the state budget. The money keeps
pump prices well below market values, giving
Egyptians no incentive to curb their consump-
tion. The subsidies, in place since the era of social-
ist President Gamal Abdel Nasser five decades
ago, drains foreign currency that could instead be
used to pay off debts to foreign energy compa-
nies and improve payment terms to encourage
investment.

Ask any Egyptian minister about the subsidies,
and he will say they must be reformed. But fuel,

along with food, is a powderkeg issue in the most
populous Arab state. In 1977, a cut in bread subsi-
dies ignited riots against President Anwar Sadat.
People power has helped topple two presidents
since 2011. Like others, Sisi may take stop-gap
measures to get through the hot summer
months, when demand for fuel soars - although
outages are now occurring even in winter. Fearful
of public anger over blackouts, the government
will probably reduce gas feedstock to energy-
intensive cement and steel factories. “The situa-
tion is one of duress, of survival,” said Dargin, pre-
dicting Sisi will maintain the costly status quo
even if it means breaking international commit-
ments. Companies forced to cut output in peri-
ods of peak electricity use in recent years will
“have to consider if it’s even profitable to stay in
Egypt for the long term”, he said.

Industry experts also predict that Sisi will keep
breaking contracts with foreign companies such
as BG and diverting gas promised for export to
satisfy domestic demand. BG’s problems in Egypt
have affected its LNG unit so much that it issued a
profit warning last month. Blaming political tur-
moil in Egypt, BG cut production forecasts for the
year and served “force majeure” notices to affect-
ed buyers and lenders.  

Supply Shortages
Since the beginning of this year, Egypt has

been diverting the maximum amount of natural
gas produced by BG and its Malaysian partner
Petronas based on pipeline capacity constraints,
said Martijn Murphy of Wood Mackenzie. “The
government priority will be on guaranteeing
power generation, which accounts for the bulk of

supply, so it will try and minimise shortfalls to this
sector,” said Murphy. “Industry is likely to bear the
brunt of supply shortages. Companies will not
press ahead with new development unless they
get guarantees on future export volumes.
Egyptians expect miracles from Sisi. Foreign com-
panies will look for signs he is willing to reform
the energy sector. 

The stakes are high. If Egypt can’t persuade
companies to exploit its gas reserves, it will be
forced to spend more hard currency on energy
imports, creating the same dilemma it faces with
wheat. Egypt is the world’s biggest importer of
wheat because inefficiency and corruption under-
mine farming along the Nile. Oil Minister Sherif
Ismail hopes Egypt can satisfy its ever-growing
energy demand from own resources, but
acknowledges the government will have to resort
to imports. Until Egypt deals with issues obstruct-
ing gas output by foreign firms, it “will have to cov-
er all its energy needs with imports, either gas or
crude oil”, he told Reuters last week.

Doing so while keeping prices artificially low
domestically will doom attempts to improve
Egypt’s finances. Although foreign reserves have
been boosted by Gulf aid, they are only half pre-
2011 levels, limiting the government’s scope to
buy fuel. Energy imports would also send a dis-
couraging signal to foreign companies, which are
becoming increasingly reconciled to the prospect
of LNG exports halting entirely this summer, said
Peter Hutton, an analyst with RBC Capital Markets
in London. He said Egypt was locked in a vicious
circle given its inability to import LNG. “If you can’t
get gas in, some tough choices will have to be
made. The easiest is not to export.”  —Reuters
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When Arab Spring protests erupted in early 2011,
Morocco’s February 20 pro-reform movement
mobilised mass demonstrations, but three

years on its goals remain frustrated and regional turmoil
has dampened demand for change. The movement that
once brought tens of thousands onto the streets of main
cities now musters just a few dozen activists to call for
democratic reforms or denounce the high cost of living.
“It does seem that as a movement, the February 20
movement hasn’t gone anywhere, its demonstrations
have ended, it hasn’t drafted the same level of support ...
that it initially attracted in early 2011,” said analyst Issandr
Amrani of the International Crisis Group (ICG).

Since the protest group was born, many in Morocco
have watched warily as uprisings that swept away
decades-old dictatorships in other North African coun-
tries, notably in Libya and Egypt, gave way to violence
and political upheaval. “That moment in early 2011 of
euphoria across the Arab world is gone, and for now it
appears that however unsatisfied they may be with the
results a lot of Moroccans would rather not rock the boat,”
said Amrani.

One young activist not afraid to do so is rapper
Lhaqed, an outspoken voice of the February 20 move-
ment who still rails against the system, despite being
jailed for a year in 2012 for defaming the police in his
songs. “The authorities are determined to prevent politi-
cally engaged artists from expressing themselves,” the
rapper, whose real name is Mouad Belghouat, told AFP
last week, after the launch of his new album “Waloo”
(Nothing) in Casablanca was blocked by the police. “The
only change after February 20 is that the citizens today
talk openly about other things, they protest in the slums,
whole neighbourhoods take to the streets,” he said. “But
as for those who rule the country, there’s been no change
at all in my view. We have no independent judiciary, no
free press, corruption remains rife and the country’s mon-
ey is stolen,” the rapper added.

‘Only hope’ 
Hamza Mahfoud, a young journalist who was among

the original February 20 coordinators, admits the experi-
ence in other Arab Spring countries, from the army’s
takeover in Egypt to the rise of radical Islamists in Syria,
has been a “big problem” for the movement, discourag-
ing many in Morocco from pressing for change. But he
insists change has taken place within Moroccan society.
“Even if it’s not enough, the movement prompted the
regime to introduce a new constitution,” he said. In
response to the mass protests in 2011, the king intro-
duced a new constitution designed to curb his near-
absolute powers and held snap polls in November that
year that saw the moderate Islamist Party of Justice and
Development elected for the first time. “More important-
ly ... (the experience) taught the people to take to the
streets and to speak freely,” Mahfoud added.

He pointed to the public response to the royal pardon
granted to a Spanish paedophile last summer, an erro-
neous decision that was hastily revoked after tens of
thousands took to the streets. Veteran human rights
activist Khadija Ryadi said the election of a political party
that had never been in power before, and had cam-
paigned to battle corruption, brought real hope among
Moroccans that their demands would be met. 

It also undermined the February 20 movement’s sup-
port, together with the suppression of protests and the
arrest and imprisonment of scores of activists. “That
doesn’t mean the movement’s role is over. Personally I con-
sider it the only hope in the absence of a political force
capable of articulating the demands and needs of the
people,” she said.

Islamist Prime Minister Abdelilah Benkirane has often
quipped that his government’s reform programme is partly
responsible for the fact that thousands no longer march in
the streets calling for change. But the ICG’s Amrani argues
that, on the contrary, Benkirane appears a lot more tame
than when he came to power, notably in what he has
achieved on key issues like corruption and judicial reform.
“There is a danger in the disappointment that many
Moroccans feel with the quality of their government,” he
warned. “The system is still one where the palace matters a
lot, where things can get made or unmade, and the gov-
ernment has not really been given a free hand.”  —AFP

By Simon Martelli and Hicham Rafih
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Egypt energy quagmire could sink Sisi

The wreckage of a tour bus that was targeted by a suicide bombing on Feb 16 is seen in the
Egyptian south Sinai resort town of Taba on Feb 18, 2014. —AFP

Shadowy Ansar militants rattle Egypt
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KINGSTON: Defending champions West Indies will be without Kieron
Pollard for next month’s World Twenty20 in Bangladesh after the big-hit-
ting all-rounder failed to recover from a knee injury.

A shoulder injury has also ruled fast bowler Kemar Roach out of the 15-
man squad, which will be led by all-rounder Darren Sammy.

“Neither Kieron Pollard nor Kemar Roach were considered for selection
due to continued rehabilitation from injury,” the West Indies Cricket Board

said in a statement.
“Pollard continues to recover from a knee injury

sustained late last year and Roach is still trying to get
over a shoulder injury that forced him to return home
from the tour of India without playing and required

surgery.” West Indies won the last edition of the tourna-
ment in 2012 after beating hosts Sri Lanka in the final

in Colombo.
Squad: Darren Sammy (captain), Samuel Badree,

Dwayne Bravo, Johnson Charles, Sheldon Cottrell,
Andre Fletcher, Chris Gayle, Sunil Narine, Denesh
Ramdin, Ravi Rampaul, Andre Russell,  Marlon
Samuels, Krishmar Santokie, Lendl Simmons, Dwayne
Smith (Writing by Sudipto Ganguly; Editing by John
O’Brien).  — Reuters

Pollard out of Windies squad

WALES: Wales halfback Mike Phillips has been dropped to the bench for tomor-
row’s must-win Six Nations match with France in Cardiff, while wing George North
has moved into midfield in the absence of Scott Williams and Jonathan Davies.

Holders Wales are chasing a third consecutive crown, but after last weekend’s
disappointing 26-3 defeat by Ireland, a win is crucial if they want keep their title
ambitions on track. Phillips, capped 82 times by Wales and with five test appear-
ances for the British and Irish Lions, has suffered behind a struggling forward pack
and makes way for Rhys Webb. “I thought Rhys played excellently for the Ospreys at
the weekend and he comes in and gives us a different dimension and it’s a great
opportunity for him,” coach Warren Gatland said yesterday.

Williams was injured tackling Ireland’s Brian O’Driscoll in Dublin while
Davies, who suffered a chest injury in the November test against South
Africa, has failed to recover sufficiently despite returning for club side
Scarlets, meaning North shifts infield and Liam Williams starts on the
wing. Luke Charteris returns at lock after missing the last match with a
hamstring injury. “Luke has been working really hard over the past
couple of weeks and it’s a big boost for us that he is back,” New
Zealander Gatland added. “George moves into the midfield
and he brings great footwork to the role and we were
impressed when he went there against Australia in the
autumn. His partnership with Jamie will be important as
we look to stop the directness of France and Mathieu
Bastareaud.” —Reuters

Wales halfback dropped
WELLINGTON: All Blacks captain Richie McCaw is contemplating
retiring from rugby following the 2015 World Cup in England, local
media reported yesterday.

The 33-year-old flanker led the All Blacks to their second Webb
Ellis trophy in 2011 and took a six-month sabbatical from rugby last
year to boost his chances of being fit for the 2015 tournament.

McCaw has played 124 test matches for the All Blacks since mak-
ing his debut in 2001 and is considered one of the all-time greats in
New Zealand’s national game, but said he was uncertain if he
would even make Steve Hansen’s World Cup squad.

“You never know but at the moment just to play next year is not
a given any more,” McCaw told The Press newspaper in
Christchurch. “I haven’t even considered beyond (2015) but I would
say it ... would be reasonably unlikely,” he added when asked if he
would be playing in 2016.

McCaw did not pursue a lucrative short-term contract when he
was granted the sabbatical by the New Zealand Rugby Union and
has said in the past he was not interested in playing rugby offshore.

“If you have had enough of being bashed up in training and all
those things, going over there just to earn some money doesn’t
really appeal,” he added. “I would say that is pretty unlikely, too, but,
again, you never say never.”  —Reuters

McCaw mulls retirement

DALLAS: LeBron James scored a season-
high 42 points and the Miami Heat
tuned up for a showdown with
Oklahoma City by beating the Dallas
Mavericks 117-106 Tuesday night.

James, who had his first 40-point
game of the season, scored the first
eight points and 10 overall in a 14-0 run
that put the Heat up 106-95 after they
trailed by one entering the fourth quar-
ter. Miami came out of the All-Star break

by winning for the sixth time in seven
games heading into James’ duel with
Kevin Durant on Thursday night in
Oklahoma City. 

Dirk Nowitzki had 22 points to lead
the Mavericks. The deciding run started
when James, who also had nine
rebounds and six assists, stole a pass
from Shawn Marion in the backcourt
and pulled up for a tying 3-pointer. After
hitting another 3 over Marion to put
Miami ahead for good, James drove for a
dunk following a Dallas turnover. His
previous season high was 39 in a win
over Dallas in Miami.

Dallas missed seven shots and had
three turnovers while the Heat pulled
away for their third straight season
sweep of the Mavericks - six consecutive
wins - since losing to them in the 2011
NBA Finals. Chris Bosh scored 22 points
for Miami and Dwyane Wade had 13
after missing the final two games before
the break with a foot problem. Chris
Andersen scored a season-high 18.

SPURS 113, CLIPPERS 103
Patty Mills scored 16 of his 25 points

in the fourth quarter, Tim Duncan had 19
points and 13 rebounds during a foul-
plagued 38 minutes, and San Antonio
charged out of the All-Star break with a
victory over Los Angeles. The Spurs
played without six-time All-Star Tony
Parker, whom coach Gregg Popovich
said would be sidelined “for the foresee-
able future” because of numerous aches

and pains - including a bruised shin, a
groin strain and lower back spasms.

The veteran point guard, who played
11 minutes in Sunday’s All-Star game, is
the Spurs’ leading scorer and their only
player averaging at least 30 minutes.

Blake Griffin had 35 points and 12
rebounds, Jamal Crawford scored 25 and
DeAndre Jordan grabbed 18 rebounds
for the Clippers. J.J. Redick missed his
fifth straight game with a sore right hip.

Backup shooting guard Manu Ginobili
returned to the Spurs’ lineup and had
nine points in 14 minutes after missing
eight games because of tightness in his
left hamstring.

PACERS 108, HAWKS 98
Paul George scored 26 points, includ-

ing four 3-pointers, to lead Indiana over
Atlanta. David West had 17 points and
Lance Stephenson added 13 to help the
Pacers beat the Hawks for the second
time in three meetings this season.

Kyle Korver scored 19 points, shoot-
ing 5 for 7 on 3-pointers, and Lou
Williams added 18 points for the Hawks,
who have lost six straight.

The Pacers went on a 12-2 run in the
third quarter on a basket by West, two 3-
pointers by George and a dunk and
layup by George Hill to give Indiana a
73-54 lead early in the third. The Pacers
put the game away when Ian Mahinmi
converted a three-point play and Danny
Granger hit a 3 to take a 101-82 lead.

GRIZZLIES 98, KNICKS 93
Mike Conley scored 22 points in his

return after missing seven games with
an ankle injury, Mike Miller added a sea-
son-high 19 and Memphis weathered
New York’s second-half rally.

Miller shot 7 for 11 from the field,
including 5 of 7 on 3-pointers, to help
Memphis win its third straight. His 3 with
45.9 seconds remaining gave the
Grizzlies the lead for good as they scored

the game’s final seven points.
Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 23 to lead

the Knicks, including 14 during their
fourth-quarter push. Carmelo Anthony
finished with 22 points and 11 rebounds.
Memphis built an 18-point cushion in
the first half before the Knicks rallied to
take a seven-point lead in the fourth.

SUNS 112, NUGGETS 107
Gerald Green scored a career-high 36

points, including eight in overtime, and
Phoenix handed Denver its fifth consec-
utive loss. Goran Dragic added 21 points
and 14 assists for the Suns, who com-
pleted a four-game season sweep of the
Nuggets, their first in nine years.

Evan Fournier scored 25 to lead the
Nuggets, who lost a tough game after
being blown out in their previous four
defeats. Kenneth Faried added 21 points
and 10 rebounds for Denver, which was
without leading scorer Ty Lawson (bro-
ken left rib) for a third consecutive game.

CAVALIERS 114, 76ERS 85
Tyler Zeller scored a season-high 18

points and grabbed a career-best 15
rebounds, Kyrie Irving added 14 points
and Cleveland pushed its winning streak
to five games with a blowout of skidding
Philadelphia. Irving, selected MVP of the
NBA All-Star game on Sunday with 31
points and 14 assists, played only 23
minutes in this rout.

Dion Waiters had 13 points before
leaving with a knee injury in the second
quarter. Luol Deng also scored 13 and
Tristan Thompson had 12 points and 10
rebounds for the Cavaliers (21-33), on
their longest winning streak since an
eight-game run in March 2010. That was
LeBron James’ final season in Cleveland.
The reeling Sixers fell to 15-40 with their
ninth loss in a row and eighth straight at
home - their longest skid since the 1996-
97 season. Philadelphia has dropped 19
of 22 overall.

RAPTORS 103, WIZARDS 93
Kyle Lowry had 24 points and 10

assists, and Toronto broke open a close
game in the third quarter before holding
off Washington.

Five Raptors joined Lowry in double
figures, including Amir Johnson, who
returned after missing two games with a
sore right ankle. He scored 14 points.

The Atlantic Division leaders, who
have won three straight, also got 14
from DeMar DeRozan and Greivis
Vasquez.

John Wall led the Wizards with 22
points and Marcin Gortat added 18
points and 11 rebounds. Washington has
lost three straight and five of six. The
Wizards fell to 13-14 at home this sea-
son.

BOBCATS 108, PISTONS 96
Al Jefferson had 32 points, 12

rebounds and seven assists to lead
Charlotte over Detroit. Kemba Walker
scored 22 points and Josh McRoberts
added 14 points and 10 rebounds to
help the Bobcats extend their lead over
the Pistons to 11/2 games for the final
playoff spot in the Eastern Conference.
Jefferson reached 30 points for the sixth
time in nine games.

The teams conclude their home-and-
home set in Charlotte late yesterday.
Andre Drummond, coming off his MVP
performance in the Rising Stars game
last Friday, had 16 points and 22
rebounds for Detroit. But that wasn’t
enough to overcome a terrible shooting
performance by his teammates. Interim
coach John Loyer dropped to 1-2 since
replacing Maurice Cheeks last week.

BUCKS 104, MAGIC 100
Brandon Knight overcame a bizarre

foot injury, scoring 18 points and mak-
ing two free throws with 5.5 seconds left
to seal Milwaukee’s victory over Orlando
in a game between two of the NBA’s
worst teams. Orlando fell to 3-24 on the
road. Despite snapping a four-game los-
ing streak, the Bucks have lost 19 of 22
overall.

Knight played 34 minutes despite
slicing his foot open on a baseboard
while stepping out of his bathroom
shower Tuesday afternoon. He missed 10
of 13 shots from the field but hit all 12 of
his free throws. Before the game, Knight
said he was unsure whether he could
play. He started anyway.

Arron Afflalo scored 21 points and
Nikola Vucevic added 19 for Orlando.
Bucks rookie Nate Wolters hit a 3-pointer
with 29 seconds to go to give Milwaukee
a 99-97 lead. — AP

Heat see off Mavericks

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 29 24 .547 - 
Brooklyn 24 27 .471 4 
NY Knicks 20 33 .377 9 
Boston 19 35 .352 10.5  
Philadelphia 15 40 .273 15

Central Division
Indiana 41 12 .774 - 
Chicago 27 25 .519 13.5  
Detroit 22 31 .415 19
Cleveland 21 33 .389 20.5  
Milwaukee 10 43 .189 31

Southeast Division
Miami 38 14 .731 - 
Atlanta 25 27 .481 13
Washington 25 28 .472 13.5  
Charlotte 24 30 .444 15
Orlando 16 39 .291 23.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 43 12 .782 - 
Portland 36 17 .679 6 
Minnesota 25 28 .472 17
Denver 24 28 .462 17.5  
Utah 19 33 .365 22.5  

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 37 19 .661 - 
Phoenix 31 21 .596 4 
Golden State 31 22 .585 4.5
LA Lakers 18 35 .340 17.5  
Sacramento 18 35 .340 17.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 39 15 .722 - 
Houston 36 17 .679 2.5
Dallas 32 23 .582 7.5
Memphis 30 23 .566 8.5
New Orleans 23 29 .442 15

Indiana 108, Atlanta 98; Cleveland 114, Philadelphia 85; Toronto 103,
Washington 93; Charlotte 108, Detroit 96; Memphis 98, NY Knicks 93;
Milwaukee 104, Orlando 100; Miami 117, Dallas 106; Phoenix 112, Denver
107 (OT); San Antonio 113, LA Clippers  103. 

NBA results/standings

DALLAS: Miami Heat forward LeBron James (6) dribbles against Dallas
Mavericks guard Jose Calderon (8) during the second half of an NBA bas-
ketball game. — AP

MANAMA: World champions Red Bull endured another
frustrating pre-season testing session after last month’s
Jerez ordeal at Bahrain’s Sakhir circuit yesterday behind
Force India’s Nico Hulkenberg. 

Sebastian Vettel’s all-conquering team missed out on
the first five hours of the opening day of the second series
of testing before the 2014 season begins in Melbourne on
March 16. When the German world champion finally got
their RB10 out on the circuit it lasted only 14 laps, his ses-
sion brought to a premature end with an unspecified
breakdown.

Their experience here mirrored the nightmare test they
encountered in Jerez in Spain last month when they only

mustered 21 laps over four days as they struggled to get to
grips with the raft of new technical regulations.

Yesterday ’s opening day honors were taken by
Hulkenburg, the German returning to Force India after a
brief spell with Sauber, posting a quickest time of 1min
36.880 after completing 78 laps. Ferrari’s Fernando Alonso
(1:37.879) came in next, one second behind, with Lewis
Hamilton (1:37.908) third in the Mercedes.

In fourth, carrying on his impressive showing in Jerez,
was McLaren’s Danish rookie, Kevin Magnussen, who had
the satisfaction of finishing one place ahead of Vettel
(1:40.224). The teams have three more days preparation
here this week and four more next week. —Reuters

Hulkenberg clocks fastest time

BAHRAIN: Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes pulls out of the garage for test laps at the Bahrain
International Circuit in Sakhir. — AP
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LOS ANGELES: A year ago, Frenchman Victor
Dubuisson was one of several talented young
players toiling away on the European Tour with
almost no experience in golf’s biggest events and
still seeking his first victory on the circuit.

Within the past four months,  however,
Dubuisson has spectacularly broken free of those
shackles, his maiden win at the inaugural Turkish
Airlines Open in November opening virtually every
door to him at the game’s highest level.

In two months’ time, the 23-year-old Cannes
native will make his Masters debut at Augusta
National and this week he is competing in his first
el ite World Golf  Championships event,  the
Accenture Match Play Championship in Marana,
Tucson.

“I am really looking forward to the Match Play,”
Dubuisson, with his eyes lighting up, told Reuters.
“It’s a great event and I hope I do well because I’ve
never played matchplay golf before.

“It’s really exciting for me. Now I can play all the

big events and the Match Play will be a great expe-
rience for me.  Matchplay golf is such a different
game and I’ll enjoy the whole experience.”

Dubuisson, a brilliant amateur who turned pro-
fessional after he missed the cut at the 2010 British
Open following his only major start so far, says his
breakthrough victory in Turkey totally transformed
his assurance as a golfer.

“It was a really great feeling and it changed my
self-belief a lot,” he recalled of his two-shot tri-
umph in a strong field which included world num-
ber one Tiger Woods, his golfing idol, and U.S.
Open champion Justin Rose.

“I proved to myself that I could win and now
that I have played in some big tournaments, I feel
so much more confident, especially when I’m in a
difficult situation,” added Dubuisson, who headed
the world amateur rankings in 2009. “It was a very
strong field in Turkey and I’m really proud of what I
did because it was the toughest golf day of my life.
I’ve learned that on the course, when you play in a

strong field, you have to stay very patient.”

IMPROVED PUTTING
World number 30 Dubuisson, who was ranked

134th just over a year ago, believes his meteoric
rise owes a great deal to his improved putting.

“I have been working very hard on my putting,
on the stroke, over the last three months,” he said.
“I have a new coach, Benoit Ducoulombier, and my
short game has definitely improved.”

After winning his maiden European Tour title
with an exemplary exhibition of front-running in
Turkey, Dubuisson went on to place third the fol-
lowing week at the season-ending DP World Tour
Championship in Dubai.

That propelled him to sixth in the final Race to
Dubai money list, capping a 2012-13 European
Tour campaign which had featured seven top-10s
in 19 starts.

Asked how much his strong finish had impact-
ed on his goals for 2014, and especially the Ryder

Cup, Dubuisson replied: “The Ryder Cup, I don’t
really think about it.

“If I play well, I think I will be in the team but I
am focused more on the majors and the big events
that I will play.  I don’t really set goals. I just try to
do as good as I can on every shot.”

Dubuisson, who wil l  face American Kevin
Streelman in late yesterday’s opening round at
Dove Mountain, took up golf after watching
Woods win the 1997 Masters in record-setting
style. The Frenchman can hardly believe that he
will compete for the first time at Augusta National
when the year’s opening major takes place there
from April 10-13.

“That is going to be very special,” he smiled. “I
know it’s a very tricky course and I will have to
really check out the course well before the tourna-
ment starts. “I think the practice rounds will be
very important. I have never played there before.
All I know about Augusta is what I have seen on
television.” —Reuters

Talented Dubuisson among game’s elite

CHONBURI: Top-ranked Inbee Park thinks she
can do better this year than last year. Last year
she won the first three majors and six titles over-
all, easily the best season of her eight-year pro
golf career.

Raising her expectations is not about putting
any extra pressure on herself, though. “Every
new season I think about doing better than last
year,” Park said at the LPGA Thailand, where she
makes her season debut today.

“That’s usually my goal. Obviously, it’s going
to be very tough to beat last year’s record. I’m
going to have tough weeks, but I think I’ll be fine
just being a happier person and not thinking so
much about results, and just thinking about
what I can do, what I can control.”

She wasn’t in control a year ago when she
won this tournament. It was handed to her
when Thai teenager Ariya Jutanugarn, with a
two-stroke advantage going onto the last hole,
blew it with a triple bogey. Park has prepared for
the season with five weeks of training and holi-
day in Australia, where she did paddleboarding
for the first time, swam with dolphins, and did
touristy stuff like seeing kangaroos and koalas.
Meanwhile, others got a head-start, including
No. 2-ranked Suzann Pettersen, No. 3 Stacy Lewis
and No. 4 Lydia Ko. No. 5 So Yeon Ryu will also
make her season debut this week.

The winners of the first two US LPGA Tour
events, Jessica Korda in the Bahamas and Karrie
Webb at the Women’s Australian Open, are also

entered. Lewis has already finished second in the
Bahamas and sixth in Australia.

“I’ve been right there in both tournaments,”
Lewis said. “Just a few more putts at the end of

the day and I’m right where I need to be. My
game is really close to where I want it. I’m excit-
ed I’ve kept my top-10 streak going, which has
been fun.”  — AP

Inbee Park starts new 

season with high hopes

Inbee Park

MARANA: Jimmy Walker watches his shot on the second hole during the first round
of the World Golf Championships — Accenture Match Play Championship at The Golf
Club at Dove Mountain. — AFP

ARIZONA: Unpredictability is the abiding theme for
this week’s WGC-Accenture Match Play Championship
at Dove Mountain in Marana, Arizona where every
player in the 64-man field is prepared to expect the
unexpected. Because of the sheer lottery of the
matchplay format, good form does not guarantee
success in Wednesday’s opening round and a player
could easily be sent packing despite piling up a bunch
of birdies in a bogey-free display.

“We know you can shoot 64 and someone
else shoot 63 and you’re going home,” Swedish
world number three Henrik Stenson told
reporters at Dove Mountain on Tuesday.

“You can shoot 74 and you still squeeze by
because the other guy is having a worse day than
you are having. “You’ve got to be able to squeeze
by on the matches when you’re not playing that
well. Hopefully you’ll win the ones where you’re
playing well. It’s all about timing in that sense.”

Stenson is the tournament’s top seed with
world number one Tiger Woods and second-
ranked Australian Adam Scott opting not to play
in the first of the year’s four WGC events.

He said he felt no added pressure due to his
elevated status. “I don’t think it makes a difference
for me here,” explained the 37-year-old Swede. “If
you’re going to have a good week, you need to
play well. “You need to have better luck on your
side and it doesn’t really matter if you’re No. 1
seed or if you’re No. 50 coming into this week.”

Stenson, who ended a stellar 2013 campaign
by topping the European Tour’s money list after
also securing FedExCup honours on the PGA Tour,
will come up against Thailand’s Kiradech
Aphibarnrat in the first round.

BLURRED EXPECTATIONS
Former world number one Rory McIlroy of

Northern Ireland, who was beaten by American

Hunter Mahan in the 2012 final, said the event’s
unpredictability made it very difficult to hold any
expectations for the week. “What is a good week?
You could shoot 67 tomorrow and be going
home,” said McIlroy, 24. “It’s hard to know. You
have to take one match at a time.

“The year that I got to the final here, I didn’t
play very well the first three days and then my
game started to come around. I played well in the
quarters, the semis and the final, as well.

“It’s just one of those formats ... someone can
get hot and that can be it. Expectations, I’ve just
got to go out and try to beat whoever I’m up
against,” added McIlroy, who meets American Boo
Weekley in the opening round.

Mahan, who also reached the final last year
before losing to compatriot Matt Kuchar 2&1, was
delighted be back at a venue where he has pro-
duced a lot of winning golf.

“Excited to be here, excited about this event,”
said Mahan, who will face Spaniard Gonzalo
Fenz-Castano yesterday.  “Obviously I enjoy this
golf course. It’s a lot of fun to play.

“Wherever you’re drawn, you’re going to have
to beat some good players. Who you may go up
against (next) isn’t really relevant and it’s who you
go up against (on the day).

“One year I had to beat Steve Stricker and
Matt Kuchar and Rory McIlroy. You’re going to
have to beat some great players no matter who
you have to play or what bracket you’re in.”
Stenson, US Open champion Justin Rose of
England, American Zach Johnson and double
major winner McIlroy are the top seeds in the
four groups of 16 for this week’s tournament. For
a sixth consecutive year, the elite event that
brings together the world’s best players will be
held on the 7,791-yard layout at Dove Mountain’s
Ritz-Carlton Golf Club. — Reuters

Players ready for 

the unexpected 

at Dove Mountain

NEW YORK: Masters champion Adam Scott is shaking
off the rust after a break following his triumphant
return to Australia and a trip to Hawaii, while plotting
some special moments back in Augusta. Scott, who
became the first Australian to win the green jacket
when he beat Argentina’s Angel Cabrera in a thrilling
playoff last April, said on Tuesday he was gearing up
for next week’s Honda Classic and zeroing in on his
menu for the Champions’ Dinner and details of his
return to Augusta National. “I’d like to serve some-
thing that everyone will really enjoy, and nothing too
crazy so that they won’t,” Scott said about the annual
dinner for former Masters champions during tourna-
ment week in a conference call with reporters. “But
probably, no surprise to anyone, there’s definitely
going to be an Australian theme toward every part of
the dinner and whether that means they are eating
kangaroo, I’m not sure yet, but we’ll see.”

OVERWHELMING RESPONSE
Scott got a splendid taste of Australia when he was

treated to a hero’s welcome on his return following
the Masters triumph.

Huge crowds thronged the courses as he won the
Australian PGA and the Australian Masters and helped
the country lift the trophy at the World Cup of Golf. He
also finished second, one shot back of Rory McIlroy in
the Australian Open.

“I was completely overwhelmed with the response
to all the golf tournaments I played down there,” said
Scott, 33. “The turnout, the crowds, the support, was
just so pleasing to see how well it was all received.”

He went from there to Hawaii, where he registered
a pair of top 10s before heading to his home-base in
the Bahamas to relax and slowly ramp up preparations
for his return to the tour after a six-week hiatus.

“It’s hard, when you’re playing well like I was in
Australia and even in Hawaii, you don’t really want to
take some time off.  You want to keep it rolling,” he
said. “You see a guy like Jimmy Walker out there who is
hot and he’s taking advantage of it, and that’s what
you want to do.

“But I’m also keeping the big picture in mind and
my priorities are the Masters and the other three
majors later this year, and I think the break was neces-
sary, even though I was playing well.” Scott said fulfill-
ing a lifelong dream of winning the Masters was all he
had imagined.

SPECIAL JOY
“Waking up, Monday, having the green jacket just

by the bed or the closet or something, is a year that
you’ll never forget.  I think it’s quite incredible,” he said.
“Seeing people’s reactions to seeing the green jacket
in your house has been a lot of fun for me.”

Sharing the joy with his family made it even more
special. “Being able to share the experience of winning
with my dad overall was the biggest thing. His whole
life has been golf and it was incredible he was there,
but also to share some time at home at length and
talk about it.

“I think they are the nice things. The other stuff, all
the glitz and some of that, is fun I guess, but the stuff
that really is meaningful is something like that,
because my mom and dad gave up so much for me to
pursue golf.”

Scott said he would arrange a trip to Augusta
ahead of tournament week as in previous years and
might bring a special guest with him.

“I think it would be fun to go up with someone and
kind of take it all in, but also I’ve got to focus and take
it all in in the right way, as well,” he said. “It’s going to

be hard. I’ll probably need two days. I need a day to
get my head right and get over the sentimental stuff,
and then a day of work.” Scott said he hoped his
father, who was a golf club maker and now designs
courses, would make the trip with him. “He’s never
played (Augusta), so love to have him play and hope-
fully we can get that in before Masters week.”

When Scott returns the treasured green jacket to
his clubhouse berth at Augusta it will have been well
worn. Asked how often he tries the jacket on in front
of the mirror, Scott said: “Well, when I get to Augusta,
it will be about 365 times I reckon.” — Reuters

Scott gearing up for 

another Masters run

Adam Scott

WELLINGTON: Mahendra Singh Dhoni’s India left
New Zealand still seeking an overseas Test victory
after more than two and a half years’ frustration on
tour. New Zealand won the Test series 1-0 on Tuesday
after the second match at the Basin Reserve ended in
a draw highlighted by captain Brendon McCullum’s
triple century.

India have not won a test overseas since June
2011, when they beat West Indies in the first match in
Jamaica and clinched the series after the next two
games were drawn. They have since lost nine and
drawn two of their 11 overseas matches and with a
team in transition after the retirement of greats Sachin
Tendulkar, Rahul Dravid and VVS Laxman, are strug-
gling to find consistency on foreign shores.

The visitors did not win a single game on their
shortened tour of New Zealand, losing the five-match
one-day series 4-0 with one game tied, and while they
had chances to win both tests, were unable to take
their opportunities. “There were instances where we
could have capitalised on the kind of start we got or if
we had a good partnership in the middle but we
failed to do that,” Dhoni told reporters in Wellington.

“We saw a glimpse of that in the Test match here
and the last test also in the second innings, we
bowled fantastically to come back into the series.

PRESSURE
“Then when we were batting I felt we had a good

partnership going then we lost wickets at the wrong

time and that put pressure back on ourselves.” 
Of the four innings, India’s bowlers played well in

two and their batsmen per formed well in two.
Unfortunately for their passionate supporters who
created a carnival atmosphere at both games, they
were unable to string the performances together in
the same match.

Ishant Sharma took six wickets twice, including a
career-best 6-51 in the first innings in Wellington, but
he also went for 0-164 in the second innings as New

Zealand compiled a record 680-8 declared.
Mohammed Shami was a bustling presence who

threatened on occasion, while Zaheer Khan’s pace was
down, even if his control and swing were still danger-
ous. India’s real problem in their bowling was a lack of
a stand-out attacking spinner, however. Ravindra
Jadeja was given the opportunity to establish himself
but his batting was more threatening than his bowl-
ing on New Zealand wickets.

India’s batsmen also struggled to stamp them-
selves for a full match though Virat Kohli underlined
his class in both the one-day series and tests.

Opener Shikhar Dhawan top-scored with 215 runs
in the two tests and managed to bat his way out of a
slump by grabbing his second test century in the first
match and then 98 in Wellington. 

“I think our bowling performance was really good,
still we can improve our batting,” Dhoni added. “I feel
as a batting unit, we have done well, we have shown
improvement but we have to be more consistent.
“Maybe all the batsmen have one got one good
innings in the last four test matches.

“If we can improve that and make it two or three
innings, then the situation of the team really
improves.” While Dhoni was disappointed, he still felt
that his side had taken a step forward in their two
overseas tours to South Africa and New Zealand. “I
think we have been improving and if you compare
those two series with the last few that we have played
there’s plenty of improvement,” he said. —Reuters

India still winless overseas

Mahendra Singh Dhoni

MELBOURNE: The perennial fitness battles
of Shane Watson are likely to rule the all-
rounder out of Australia’s second Test
against South Africa. Selectors are unlikely
to be crying.

Watson’s unique ability to hog the spot-
light whether playing or languishing injured
on the sidelines may be unmatched in Test
cricket, but another win for Australia in Port
Elizabeth could put the 32-year-old’s career
at a cross-roads.

Struggling to recover from yet another
calf injury, Watson trained apart from the
team on Tuesday. One of the game’s great
survivors, the barrel-chested Queenslander
has clawed his way back into the team after
each breakdown, but his place in Michael
Clarke’s team has rarely seemed so precari-
ous. Like so many times before, Watson’s
injury in the leadup to the first test at
Centurion disrupted Australia’s plans, forcing
selectors to hastily reshuffle the team, blood
a debutant in Alex Doolan and fly in test
exile Shaun Marsh.

Unlike times past, Watson’s replacements
proved their worth as Marsh scored an
important century and number three bats-
man Doolan a defiant second innings 89
against South Africa’s vaunted pace attack,
helping to set up a thumping 281-run win
over the world’s top-ranked test nation. The
Australian public has long been accustomed
to the soap opera-like intrigue surrounding
the player’s fitness, but has become increas-
ingly weary of the line that a half-fit Watson
is better than no Watson at all. “It remains an
unexplained mystery why Watson, at 32 and
with such an agonisingly prolonged history
of injury breakdowns, can just come and go
from the Australian team virtually at his own

discretion,” cricket pundit Kim Hagdorn
wrote in a column published by News Ltd
media.

“He seemingly walks back in whenever
he decides he is fit and ahead of other con-
tenders who have to overcome searching
selection claims with performances at the
minor and pathway levels to the privilege of
playing with the nation’s highest profile
sporting outfit.”

Australia coach and selector Darren
Lehmann has declined to back Watson’s
return to the side, even if fit. “It’s very hard to
fit him in if you’re winning,” Lehmann said
this week. “We have to see what the wicket’s
like, whether we need that extra bowling
option.” Once deemed essential to give
Australia’s pace attack a rest by tying up an
end and taking a timely wicket with his
medium pacers, Watson took only two wick-
ets from his 85.3 overs in the northern Ashes
series. The resurgence of Mitchell Johnson
and endurance of fellow paceman Ryan
Harris, also no stranger to injury troubles,
saw Watson bowled sparingly in the return
Ashes series Down Under.

Lehmann has cast doubt on Watson’s
selection on the strength of his batting
alone, however, which has yielded only four
centuries from 51 matches.

Batting at number three, Watson scored
345 runs at an average of 38.33 in the
return Ashes series, but the runs flowed
largely when the hosts had their foot on
England’s throat. Deciding on a solid num-
ber three has been Australia’s bugbear
since the retirement of former captain
Ricky Ponting over a year ago, and Clarke’s
lavish praise for Doolan may not be music
to Watson’s ears. —Reuters

Watson in fitness battle



S P O RT S

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014

SOCHI: If you thought “All My Children” was good on
TV, wait until you see it on ice. It’s already headed for a
Winter Games near you. The folks who run the
International Olympic Committee may not know
much about soap operas, but they learned long ago
that anything on which you can slap a pair of figure
skates is bound to be an easy sell. Take ice dancing
(please).

It’s an exhibition masquerading as a sport. It’s
about as competitive as opening a can of soup. And
unlike the rough-and-tumble world of pairs figure
skating, there’s no jumping or lifts above the head
allowed. But because of the almost-boundless
appetite around the globe for anything figure skat-
ing-related, if you put two people in cocktail-hour
outfits, have them twirl, twizzle and quick-step
around a rink to schmalzy show tunes for just under
three minutes - voila! - somehow it seems a lot more
compelling. Even more so the better you come to
know their backstories.

Few couples in ice dancing stay together for long
and plenty wind up representing a country other
than the one in which they were born. There are
exceptions, of course: The top two pairs in Sochi,
Americans Meryl Davis and Charlie White, as well as
Canadians Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir, grew up near

each other and have been partners since roughly the
age of 10.

HAPPY COINCIDENCE
And to be sure, there are plenty of mercenaries in

other sports in Sochi, too, the most notable being
speedskater Victor Ahn, formerly of South Korea, now
of Russia. But only in ice dancing does it seem more a
requirement than a happy coincidence.

Fully one-third of the 24 couples who competed in
Sunday night’s short-dance program featured at least
one member whose participation required a new
passport. The brother-and-sister pair skating for
Japan that kicked things off, Cathy and Chris Reed,
were born in Kalamazoo, Mich., still train in New
Jersey, and have a sister, Allison, who used to skate for
Georgia but now competes for Israel.

Lloyd Jones, the male half of the French couple
that followed the Reeds, was born in Britain. Two per-
formances later, Stefano Caruso, who skated for
Germany, was born in Italy. Siobhan Canedy-Heekin,
the female half of the Ukrainian couple that skated
two pairs after that, was born in Beverly Hills, Calif.,
and lives in Connecticut.

Proving that water - at least when frozen - is thick-
er than blood, the brother-sister combination of Nelli

Zhiganshina and Ruslan Zhiganshin are still members
of the same family, but no longer countrymen. The
two couldn’t skate together because of their age dif-
ference, so Nelli bolted Russia for Germany in search
of a partner. Now they’re competitors.

SWAPPING ALLEGIANCES
“Maybe we will do an exhibition number one

day,” she said. “That would be interesting.” Swapping
allegiances, especially in countries where there’s a
logjam due to a surplus of talent, isn’t much more
difficult than a costume change. All it requires is a
release from the national federation to which you
once pledged allegiance, and occasionally a small
payoff to cover previous traveling and training
expenses. Small wonder the inside joke in the sport
sounds like something you might have read on the
back cover of a matchbook in the days when every-
body still smoked: “For $50,000, you, too, can have a
Russian ice dancing partner.”

Laugh if you want, but that pretty much
describes the way the racket works. Some skaters
are a little more cold-blooded about switching than
others, but the way ballet-prodigy-turned-ice-
dancer and New Yorker-turned-Lithuanian Isabella
Tobias put it - “You have to go where life’s opportuni-

ties lead you” - is a sentiment almost all ice dancers
understand.

YEARS OF CAMPAIGNING
“And it seems to be going pretty well so far,” she

added. “Agreed,” said her partner and lifetime
Lithuanian Deividas Stagniunas, who until two months
ago didn’t know whether he’d be in Sochi. “We feel how
lucky we are every second we are here.”

After 25 years of campaigning, ice dancing joined the
Olympics in 1976. Its biggest boost came eight years lat-
er, when a sizzling performance by Jayne Torvill and
Christopher Dean to Ravel’s “Bolero” won the 1984 gold
medal in Sarajevo. Despite repeated tweaks ever since,
nothing has come close to generating that kind of buzz.
But looking the other way at all these shenanigans
might not even be the most cynical part of the IOC’s
decision to give the sport its continued blessing. Never
mind that every ice dancer here has trained for years,
many traveled halfway around the world to get to Sochi,
and a few even forsake hearth and home for a chance to
compete for 2 minutes, 50 seconds in the short dance.
Letting them all onto the ice for free dance would add
another half-hour or so to the program, tops. Sound
tough? Sure. But that’s what happens in a sport where
loyalty is always in such short supply. — AP

Will ‘All My Children’ on ice be next?

KUWAIT: The growing popularity of 20-over cricket amongst
the bankers was once again in evidence as the four teams Gulf
Bank, Ahli Bank of Kuwait, Burgan Bank and  Kuwait

International Bank will waste no time in settling the scores as
all the teams are fully geared up and will be vying for a place in
the Plate final this weekend. The 4 teams are well balanced and

on a given day can produce their best to upset any favorite
teams. On Saturday, February 22, 2014, Gulf Bank will play
against Burgan Bank and Ahli Bank of Kuwait will face Kuwait

International Bank in the semi-final matches to be played at
Kuwait Cricket’s turf ground at Sulaibiya in the ongoing KBC
league 2014 organized by Kuwait Cricket.

Kuwait International Bank team Gulf Bank Team Burgan Bank Team

Gulf Bank, ABK, Burgan Bank and KIB gear up for semi-final clash

Kuwait Banks Club League-2014

SOCHI: Russia crashed out of the Olympic
Games hockey tournament yesterday, slumping
to a 3-1 defeat to Finland in a pitiful quarter-final
performance that prompted jeers from their
shell-shocked fans. Despite taking the lead,
Russia were rocked by a Finnish side that had
also humiliated them 4-0 the last time they met
in the Olympics at Turin in 2006.

“It sucks. There is no more I can say,” admitted
Russia’s highest profile star Alex Ovechkin, one
of the faces of the Sochi Games, after his coun-
try’s second successive Olympic quarter-final
exit. “We had a good start, scored a goal. But two
mistakes cost us the game. We try to score
another one, but all we can try is to score more
goals. I have no more emotions.”

TEAM SELECTION
Head coach Zinetula Bilyaletdinov said: “I did-

n’t expect things to turn out this way.” “I don’t
see any other players out there. The best players
were on the team,” he added when asked about
team selection. Olympic all-time scoring leader
Teemu Selanne and Juhamatti Aaltonen scored
consecutive first period goals for Finland, taking
advantage of two slow-footed Russian defence-
men to erase a one-goal Russian lead. 

Mikael Granlund, who added the third, said
Finland were worthy winners as they looked
ahead to a Friday semi-final against Sweden.

“They had the first goal, but we bounced
back really good, and throughout the game we
defended well and didn’t give them much. We
made it tough on them,” he said.

“We stick together, we play together. We
know what we’re doing, and we defend each
other and that’s how we can succeed and will
succeed. I think we deserved to win.”

CLOBBERED
Ilya Kovalchuk scored the lone goal for Russia,

who were also ousted in the quarters when they
were clobbered by eventual champions Canada
7-3 four years ago in Vancouver.

“The pressure was all on the Russian side,”
said Selanne. “They played four games in five
nights and we tried to use that to our advantage.
So this is a big thing for us.”

After Kovalchuk opened the scoring,
Aaltonen scored on a great individual effort
halfway through the period to tie the score 1-1. 

He stickhandled past Russian defenceman
Nikita Nikitin and took a shot that squeezed
between netminder Semyon Varlamov’s arm and
body.Selanne then scored from in close to make
it 2-1 late in the first period. Granlund outraced
Russian defenceman Vyacheslav Voinov for a
loose puck in the neutral zone and drove to the
net before passing to the middle to Selanne who
beat Varlamov through the legs with 2:22 left in
the first.

Granlund scored a power play goal 5:37 into
the second to make it 3-1.  Selanne took the shot
in the slot and Granlund got the rebound and
banged it home.

The 43-year-old Selanne, who is playing in his
sixth and final Olympics, is the all-time scoring

leader in the Winter Games. Earlier in this tour-
nament he became the oldest male player to
score a goal in the Olympics. “It is hard to believe
that now we can compete against the best
Russian players in the world,” said Selanne. “I am
very proud of our hockey. When we came here
nobody believed we could do this. But our team
believed. “I always say the gap is not very big
between these top teams.” About a minute after

Granlund’s goal Russian coach Bilyaletdinov
replaced starter Varlamov with the backup
Sergei Bobrovski. But it failed to spark the
Russians, who lost despite outshooting the Finns
38-26. Bobrovski stopped all seven shots he
faced in 32:12 minutes of ice time while
Varlamov allowed three goals on 15 shots in just
under 27 minutes. “I got empty inside. I try not
to think about it,” Bobrovski said. — AFP

Russia’s hockey 

stars crash out

KRASNAYA POLYANA: Kaillie Humphries
and Heather Moyse had a simple approach
heading into the final two runs of the
women’s bobsledding competition at the
Sochi Olympics. Going as fast as they could,
they figured, would be enough. Oh, how
right they were. Again.

The Canadians won their second
straight gold medal in women’s Olympic
bobsled, rallying in the final two heats yes-
terday to beat the American duo of Elana
Meyers and Lauryn Williams in USA-1 by
0.10 seconds. Humphries and Moyse fin-
ished a full second ahead of Jamie Greubel
and Aja Evans in USA-2, the bronze win-
ners. Humphries was the World Cup cham-
pion this season, edging Meyers by one
point. For the Americans, there was plenty
of history to savor. It was the first time two
US women’s bobsleds medaled at the
Olympics. Meyers became the first
American woman with two bobsled
medals. And Williams - whose entire bob-
sled career spans about six months - is now
the fifth Olympian to medal in different
events at the Summer and Winter Games.

She has a gold medal from the 4x100-
meter relay in the London Olympics in
2012, as well as a silver from the 100 meters
at the Athens Games eight years earlier.

And Williams hardly seemed dissatisfied
with silver in Sochi. When it was over, she
wrapped herself in an American flag,
jumped up and down and she and Meyers -
a bronze medalist as a push athlete four
years ago - smiled broadly.

IRRELEVANT
Entering the second night of competi-

tion, Humphries and Moyse said the mar-
gin between first and second was irrele-
vant. The way they saw it, knowing time
differences wouldn’t allow themselves to
will the sled to move any more quickly. So
they just focused on themselves. The
Americans gave them some help. Meyers
was first off the hill in the third run and a
couple big mistakes - a bang into the wall
here, a skid in a straightaway there - cost
her time and opened the door.

Humphries and Moyse responded. The
U.S. lead had been 0.23 seconds; after
Canada-1’s third run, the margin was more
than cut in half to 0.11 seconds.

All that was a wrap entering the final
heat was the bronze, with Greubel and
Evans 0.76 seconds away from second
place entering Run 4, but with a cushion of
0.64 seconds between themselves and
fourth. Put simply, they needed only to
stay upright to win bronze. When they did
that, the first to reach them to jump up
and down and start the congratulatory
party were Lolo Jones and Jazmine
Fenlator, the USA-3 team, part of the “wolf-
pack” the women’s team had described
themselves as repeatedly in recent weeks.
With that,  the race was on for gold.
Humphries threw down a sizzling 57.92 in
the fourth run to put the pressure on USA-
1. And moments later, Meyers had another
early skid in her final trip down the track,
essentially deciding the gold. —AP

KRASNAYA POLYANA: The team from Canada CAN-1, piloted Kaillie Humphries with
brakeman Heather Moyse, start their third run during the women’s bobsled competi-
tion at the 2014 Winter Olympics. — AP

Canada rallies past US for 

women’s bobsled gold

SOCHI: Finland forward Jussi Jokinen shoots on Russia goaltender Sergei Bobrovski during
the third period of men’s quarterfinal hockey game in Bolshoy Arena at the 2014 Winter
Olympics. — AP

SOCHI: In the end, Claudia Pechstein walked
away from her sixth Olympics with only a
small distinction. No medal, no records, no
revenge.

“Again, I was the best German. The old one
must do it again,” the 41-year-old said. Yet that
shred of satisfaction fell far short of her expec-
tations. The 5,000 meters has been her signa-
ture race ever since she won her first of three
golds in the event at the Albertville Games 22
years ago.

She wanted to be back on the podium in
Sochi. Instead, she finished fifth yesterday, her
famed stamina fading through another long-
distance race on tough ice. She crossed the
line slumped, but would not rule out trying
again in four years.

“Why should this be the end?” she said
rhetorically when asked if she might skate at
the 2018 Pyeongchang Games in South Korea.

Exhaustion took over while Martina
Sablikova of the Czech Republic celebrated
her second straight gold over the distance.
She won her first 5,000 gold when Pechstein
was forced to sit out the Vancouver Olympics
because of a hotly contested doping suspen-
sion. A sense of injustice has driven the

German veteran ever since. Pechstein was
banned not based on a positive doping test,
but a suspicious blood profile which she says
is genetic.  She said repeatedly she wanted to
mount the medal stand in Sochi to show she
had beaten the skating authorities.

With a total of nine medals overall she
already had most of all speedskaters and
another gold would have matched Soviet
skater Lidiya Skoblikova’s total of six.

Pechstein was still the best of a slumping,
medal-less German team. She came closest to
getting on the podium in the opening race
when she finished fourth in the 3,000 meters.
She may have made a tactical error by decid-
ing to race the 1,500, where she finished 19th.
Sablikova sat out the race to be better pre-
pared on Wednesday.

Pechstein blamed the track - “Not my kind
of ice. Dutch ice,” she said, referring to the
record performance of the Netherlands, which
has won 21 of 30 medals so far. It was not to
be. “It was a dream, but not every dream
comes through,” she said. Still, an hour after
the race, she was already dreaming again.
“That tenth medal in 2018 in Pyeongchang is
still possible,” she said. — AP

Claudia leaves Olympics empty handed
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SOCHI: Right from the start of the tournament, the
only way to envision the Russians winning a gold
medal in hockey was to close both eyes and keep
them shut.

They stumbled out of the gate before escaping
Slovenia and then lost their nerve in a shootout loss
against the United States. Perhaps the only person
inside the Bolshoy Ice Dome who couldn’t see that
was Vladimir Putin, who from a magisterial perch
high above the rink, somehow arrived at the conclu-
sion that his side was still the better team. No one
dared ask the president whether his seat faced the
rink. There was no confusing what happened
Wednesday, when Finland outhustled, outsmarted,
outhit and ultimately outed the Russians as a top-
heavy team with exactly one player who was playing
as if the entire country was counting on him to bring
the gold home.

That would be captain Pavel Datsyuk, who played
five games on a bad leg, but left no questions about
the condition of his heart, shining again in a 3-1 loss.

Not so Alex Ovechkin, who is the most visible
Winter Olympics athlete in the land but disappeared
from the score sheet after getting his only goal just
past the one-minute mark in the opener. 

Ditto for Evgeni Malkin, who also scored in the
first period against Slovenia and then effectively
took the rest of tournament off. The only depart-
ment where the Russians outdid the Finns was shots
on goal, 38-22. But after Ilya Kovalchuk drove home
a one-timer off a deft pass from Datsyuk for a 1-0
lead, there was no way the Russians were going to
slip a pillow mint past Finnish goalkeeper Tuukka
Rask, let alone another puck.

Juhamatti Aaltonen equalized for Finland, and
43-year-old Teemu Selanne followed up with a goal
that sucked all the air out of Russia and epitomized
the way their team played the whole way through.

Teammate Petri Kontiola deflected a cross-ice
pass back over the blue line that Russian defense-
man Slava Voynov lazily chased down along the left
board, even as Finland’s Mikael Granlund was bear-
ing down on him. Granlund squeezed past Voynov -
who either didn’t know he was being pursued or
didn’t care - then stole the puck and cut for the net.
Racing up the right side of slot was Selanne, already
the Olympics’ all-time goal scorer, who somehow
surprised the rest of the Russian defenders by arriv-
ing just in time to tuck Granlund’s hard-won assist
into the net. Increasingly desperate Russian coach

Zinetula Bilyaletdinov replaced his starting goal-
keeper, Semyon Varlamov, with Sergei Bobrovsky six
minutes into the second period. Then he started
upping the minutes for all those NHL stars who were
supposed to make this a glorious homecoming, but
will likely spend the rest of these games in hiding.

By the end, Kovalchuk had logged a team-high
23:15, followed by Alexander Radulov (20:00)
Datysuk (19:13) Malkin (19:19) and Ovechkin (18:30).
Fat lot of good all of that did any of them. The Finns
didn’t take a shot for the final eight minutes of the
second, and managed just five in the third. They did-
n’t need to.

“We let our guard down a little bit, but we
defended well and kept them outside,” Rask said
with a mischievous grin, “so that was good.”

Rask’s smile and the diplomatic answers provided
by the rest of the Finnish side spoke volumes. None
were going to say the Russians quit, or didn’t have
enough firepower left to worry them, or even that
the Finns knew they could run out the clock against
a team that never proved it knows how to chase a
game. While several of his teammates displayed
their best moves while evading reporters, Datsyuk
stopped and said simply, “Inside, I’m absolutely

empty.” Ovechkin said, “No emotion right now,”
which made you wonder how he would have
described the rest of the week. Finally came
Bilyaletdinov’s postgame news conference. It was an
absolute howler. 

One exchange best summed it up: Asked if the
overall result was a “catastrophe,” he replied “This
was an unsuccessful game.” A moment later, another
reporter without a microphone simply began
yelling. The best guess is that it was some kind of fol-
low-up to the “catastrophe” question.

“Let’s not play word games,” Bilyaletdinov said
wearily. “You can call it whatever.” The Russians who
packed the Bolshoy Ice Dome couldn’t clear out fast
enough. Even beating a hasty departure, however,
they offered plenty of ideas for what Bilyaletdinov
could call his team’s woeful experience.

“We’ve been preparing for the home games for
seven years and what?” said Sergey Kazakov, a busi-
nessman from Moscow. “Just a group of stars but no
team and no result.”

“The coach is to be blamed for the result, only the
coach,” said Alexei Korovin, a manager from Tomsk,
Siberia, who added a moment later, “I wish my mon-
ey back.” All $50 billion? — AP

Mr. President, was your seat facing the rink?

KRASNAYA POLYANA: Russia’s Vic Wild competes on the way to winning the men’s snowboard parallel giant slalom semifinal at the Rosa Khutor
Extreme Park. — AP

KRASNAYA POLYANA: Vic loves Alena. Alena loves
Vic. Russia loves them both. The edgy world of
snowboarding took on a softer side yesterday,
weaving a Hollywood-ready story about love and
marriage, gold and bronze, lifelong goals fulfilled
amid just a touch of political intrigue.

Vic Wild, an American native who now com-
petes for Russia, captured the Olympic gold medal
in parallel giant slalom about 15 minutes after his
wife, Russia’s Alena Zavarzina, won the bronze.

“For both of us to have success on the same
day, it’s truly incredible,” Wild said. “I don’t know
how this happened.” It started five years ago while
they were traveling in the same pack on the World
Cup snowboard racing circuit. Vic, born and raised
in White Salmon, Wash., competed for the United
States. Alena, a native of Novosibirsk, rode for
Russia. “When I first met her, I knew something
was a little different, so I was very careful with how
our relationship went,” Wild said. “Very, very, very
careful.” Love bloomed. Zavarzina, the 2011 world
champion, doesn’t enjoy sharing every little detail.
“I’ll tell them when I’m old, in my memoir,” she said.

Meanwhile, parallel giant slalom - essentially
Alpine racing on a snowboard - was going
nowhere in America, even after its greatest
moment in that country, the stirring bronze-medal
victory of liver transplant survivor Chris Klug at the
2002 Salt Lake City Games.

Financial support dwindled. Wild saw where
things were headed and dreamed about how
great it would be to ride for Russia.

Neither Wild, 27, nor Alena, 24, considered
themselves the marrying types. But that was the
quickest way for Wild to gain citizenship and a
chance to compete for a country that puts more
money than America into this more Europe-centric
version of snowboarding.

So, they tied the knot in July 2011 in what Wild
described as “a full-on Siberian wedding.” “It was
crazy and probably more stressful than today,” he
said. “I was so scared. Walking into one building
and thinking to myself, ‘Dude, you’re way too far
away to run.’ I had to walk through. Best decision I
ever made.” The gold-medal payoff came on a sun-
soaked afternoon on the mountain where hun-
dreds of Russian fans chanted “Mo-Lo-Detz, Mo-
Lo-Detz” - Russian for “Well Done” - every time Wild
and Zavarzina came down the hill and won, which
was a lot.

Parallel giant slalom starts with 16 riders brack-
eted based on qualifying times posted earlier in
the day. From there, the head-to-head racing con-
sists of two trips down the mountain, with the
fastest rider over the two heats advancing to the
next round.

The day could’ve ended with husband and wife
both holding gold, but Zavarzina skidded out 12
gates from the bottom in the second heat of her
semifinal against eventual gold medalst Patrizia
Kummer of Switzerland. A few minutes later, Wild
won his semifinal race, meaning he was assured of
either gold or silver. Then, it was Zavarzina’s turn
again. She beat Austria’s Ina Meschik to guarantee

there would be an Olympic medal on both night-
stands back at their 300-square -foot flat in
Moscow.

Wild closed out the racing with a second-heat
comeback in the final against Switzerland’s Nevin
Galmarini. Then came the celebration. Husband
and wife met for a long embrace at the bottom,
followed by the requisite photo op - the two drap-
ing the Russian flag over their shoulders, flowers in
one hand, snowboards in the other.

“This is what he worked for,” Zavarzina said.
“He’s so far from his hometown. He did an amazing
job. He had to switch countries, switch nationali-
ties, accept some things some people would never
accept.”

Wild said the choice was easy: Russia wanted
him. The United States did not. “If I was still riding
(for the United States), I’d be back home with
some mediocre job doing something mediocre,”
he said. “That’s not what I wanted to be. I wanted
to be the best I could be. I’m so stoked to win for
Russia.”

He said he’s not tying this victory to any mes-
sage for the powers that run snowboarding in
America. The US has won a world-leading five
snowboard medals at these Olympics, four of
them in the halfpipe or slopestyle course and one
in the more TV-friendly racing discipline of snow-
boardcross.

The country sent only one parallel giant slalom
rider to the Olympics - Justin Reiter, a longtime
friend of Wild who finished 24th.

“People in the US don’t understand it, and if
they don’t understand it, they don’t connect with
it,” said Wild’s mother, Carol Wild-DeLano. “So, then,
it’s less TV coverage. The funding gets reduced. It
tunnels into the ground eventually.” Maybe in
America. Certainly not in Russia.

The Russians have been looking for a foothold
in the action-sports world for a while now but
have had trouble finding it amid all the flips and
spins. They found it Wednesday on the giant
slalom course, and it was a perfect pick-me-up for
a nation of sports fans reeling from the men’s
hockey team’s loss in the quarterfinals a few hours
later down in Sochi. There could yet be more fun
on the mountain for Russia.

In an effort to get more Europeans, and
Russians, involved at the snowboard park, the
International Olympic Committee added another
version of this event - the shorter parallel slalom -
to the program for this year. The debut of that
event is set for Saturday, and Zavarzina and Wild
will be in those races, too.

“It’s a beautiful sports story,” said Svetlana
Gladysheva, the former Alpine skier who is now
the president of the Russian ski federation.
Someday, maybe they’ll call it “To Russia With
Love. — AP

Russia’s snowboard couple 

medals together in Sochi

KRASNAYA POLYANA: Russia’s Alena Zavarzina
celebrates after winning the bronze medal in
the women’s snowboard parallel giant slalom
final at the Rosa Khutor Extreme Park, at the
2014 Winter Olympics. — AP SOCHI: Winter Olympics medals table yester-

day (after eight of eight gold medal events):

Gold    Silver    Bronze Total
Norway 9 4 7 20
Germany 8 3 4 15
United States 7 5 11 23
Russia 6 9 7 22
Netherlands 6 7 9 22
Switzerland 6 3 1 10
Canada 5 9 4 18
Belarus 5 0 1 6
Poland 4 0 0 4
France 3 2 6 11
China 3 2 1 6
Austria 2 6 1 9
Sweden 2 5 4 11
Czech Republic 2 4 2 8
Slovenia 2 1 4 7
South Korea 2 1 1 4
Japan 1 4 2 7
Finland 1 3 0 4
Great Britain 1 0 1 2
Slovakia 1 0 0 1
Italy 0 2 5 7
Australia 0 2 1 3
Latvia 0 1 2 3
Croatia 0 1 0 1
Kazakhstan 0 0 1 1
Ukraine 0 0 1 1

Olympics medals table

SOCHI: Martina Sablikova really wanted this
gold medal. Not even the Dutch were going
to keep her off the top step of the podium.
Sablikova defended her Olympic title in the
women’s 5,000 meters Wednesday, chasing
down Ireen Wust to deny the Dutch a seventh
speedskating gold. “My feet hurt,” Sablikova
said, “but I’m very happy.”

The 26-year-old from the Czech Republic
set a track record at Adler Arena with a time
of 6 minutes, 51.54 seconds. It’s not like the
Dutch didn’t show up.

They added two more medals to their
record haul, as Wust took the silver in 6:54.28,
while 35-year-old mother Carien Kleibeuker
grabbed the bronze in 6:55.66 - then scooped
up her 5-year-old daughter for a victory lap
around the infield.

Racing against Sablikova in the seventh of
eight pairs, Wust knew she had to push the
pace early and hope to hang on. She built a
21/2-second lead but began to fade just past
the midway point. Sablikova went right on by
- and never slowed up.

“When I saw my competitor was going
ahead, I told myself, ‘Really, aren’t you going
to get her?’” Sablikova said. “It gave me extra
energy. I wanted to prove to everyone that I
could do it again.”

The standings were a reversal of the 3,000,
when Wust beat Sablikova to deny the Czech
skater a shot at repeating as a double gold
medalist in the two longest women’s events.
Sablikova was determined to hang on to her
title in the 5,000, even dropping the 1,500 -
an event she won bronze in four years ago -
to focus her preparation fully on the final indi-
vidual speedskating race of these games. The
strategy paid off.

“This was a real tough one, but that’s
always the case in the 5k,” Wust said. “In the
last few laps I was dying.” That said, Wust was
fine settling for silver, her fourth medal of the
Sochi Olympics.  Unlike the 1,500, where she
was a heavy favorite but lost to country-
woman Jorien ter Mors, there was no sense of
a gold slipping from her grasp.

“Now I feel like I have won silver,” she said.
“In the 1,500 it felt like losing gold.” The Dutch
speedskaters have now won 21 medals over-
all, their single team producing more hard-
ware than every country except Russia and
the United States. They have won six of 10

events, swept the top three spots in four
races, and will be big favorites to close the
Olympics with two more golds in the team
pursuit races, which would mean a fifth
medal for Wust. “We’re on a golden mission,”
she said.

Forty-one-year-old Claudia Pechstein of
Germany was denied again in her quest for a
10th career medal. She finished fifth, missing
the podium by less than 3 seconds.

The lone American in the race, three-time
Olympian Maria Lamb of River Falls, Wis., was
last among the 16 skaters, more than 38 sec-
onds off Sablikova’s winning time. The U.S.
team has yet to win a medal in Sochi.
Kleibeuker was the oldest female speedskater
to represent the Netherlands at the Winter
Games. After the flower ceremony, she car-
ried around her daughter Annemijn in a joy-
ous celebration. “She said, ‘Momma, you
thought you would not get a medal,’”
Kleibeuker said. “Fortunately, we have one
now.” Kleibeuker was 10th in the 5,000 at the
2006 Turin Games, where she witnessed a
bribery attempt by two members of the
Dutch speedskating team. This time, the
Olympics were all about her results on the ice
- and celebrating it with her family. She had
not seen Annemijn for two weeks, but they
were able to share a kiss just before the race.

“It is not something I would advise to any-
one,” Kleibeuker said. “It requires sacrifice, but
it is planning first and foremost.”

Pechstein won the 5,000 three straight
times starting with the 1994 Lillehammer
Games, and also had a silver and a bronze in
the grueling event. She was determined to
win another medal in Sochi after being
banned from the Vancouver Games over a
doping case which was based on abnormal
blood levels rather than a positive test.

She steadfastly denied any wrongdoing,
kept on skating and qualified for her sixth
Olympics at an age when most skaters have
long since retired. But Pechstein couldn’t
make the podium in Sochi, finishing fourth in
the 3,000, one spot worse in the 5,000, and
19th in the 1,500. “It’s too bad I didn’t win a
medal, but the competition was tight,”
Pechstein said. “It’s a victory for me to be here
again.” So, was this her final Olympics? “Why
would this be the end?” Pechstein shot back.
“I’m not going away.”— AP

SOCHI: Norwegian biathlon star Ole Einar
Bjoerndalen yesterday became the greatest
Winter Olympian in history by taking a record
13th medal with gold in the mixed relay at the
Sochi Games.

Bjoerndalen, 40, now holds the record out-
right for the most medals at Winter Games
after overtaking his compatriot, the cross
country ski legend Bjoern Daehlie, who won
12 medals. 

Bjoerndalen has now also won eight gold
medals at Winter Olympics, equalling
Daehlie’s own record.  In an astonishingly long
career for an endurance athlete, Bjoerndalen
won his first medals at the 1998 Nagano
Olympics in Japan.

Only US swimmer Micheal Phelps and
Soviet gymnasts Larissa Latynina and Nikolai
Andrianov have won more medals at Summer
or Winter Olympics.  In a sign of his appetite
for victory, Bjoerndalen now has eight golds,
four silvers and just one bronze.

With a star-studded team of Bjoerndalen
and Emil Hegle Svendsen for the men’s legs
and Tora Berger and Tiril Eckhoff for the
women’s, Norway’s victory hardly ever
appeared in doubt during the mixed race.

Svendesen was so far ahead after his final
shooting he had time to pause and raise his
hands up in triumph in front of the fans.

Bjoerndalen celebrated his historic medal
with an impeccable shooting performance,
missing no targets in either the prone or the
standing positions.

“It’s cool. It’s a big thing for me,” he said of
the record afterwards with characteristic
understatement. Berger, who took the first
leg, said she had tied not to dwell on the his-
toric importance of the event ahead of the
race. “I didn’t think about history, I just think
it’s good to get gold,” she said.

‘NEVER GIVE UP’
Bjoerndalen had begun the Sochi Games

in blazing style, taking gold in the sprint event
but then faded in the next three races. 

He still has one more chance for another
gold in the men’s relay on Saturday and if he
wins would also overtake Daehlie’s record for
the most golds.

The Czech Republic took a strong silver
medal but were 32.6sec behind the
Norwegians. The Italian team screamed with
delight after taking a surprise bronze. —AFP

Sablikova wins another 

gold in women’s 5,000

SOCHI: Martina Sablikova of the Czech Republic skates her way to gold in the
women’s 5,000-meter speedskating race at the Adler Arena Skating Center during
the 2014 Winter Olympics. —AP

Bjoerndalen greatest Winter 

Olympian with 13th medal
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JOHANNESBURG: Egyptian football club Al-Ahly
must shrug off dismal domestic form if they are to
win a record-extending sixth CAF Super Cup title
today. The ‘Red Devils’ host Tunisians CS Sfaxien at
the 75,000-seat Cairo Stadium in an annual one-off
match-up between the Champions League and
Confederation Cup holders.

Ordinarily, Ahly would be firm favourites to
embellish a Super Cup record of five victories and
one defeat, while two previous appearances by
Sfaxien ended in losses.

But these are not normal times for the eight-
time African champions with a national league loss
at El-Gouna last weekend the third in nine outings.

Many Egyptians must be rubbing eyes in disbe-
lief as they study the Group A championship table
and see Ahly only third behind unfashionable
Smouha and Arab Contractors.

El-Gouna are just two points off the bottom
while the other defeats came against Contractors
and El-Daklyeh, another lower-half side.

However, embattled coach Mohamed Youssef
believes the importance of the Super Cup can reju-
venate a team struggling to overcome injuries and
retirements. “Playing a quality team like Sfaxien
should help my players regain confidence,” the 43-
year-old former Ahly and Egypt defender told the
club website.

Youssef, who replaced Libya-bound compatriot
Hossam El-Badry last year, brushed aside media
calls for his resignation. “I have no intention of
abandoning Ahly. There are problems and I am
going to fix them,” he pledged. “My players must
forget El-Gouna and concentrate on Sfaxien.” 

The retirement last December of midfield con-
ductor Mohamed Abou Trika-one of the greatest

footballers produced by Egypt-deprived Youssef of
an inspirational influence.

But there was encouragement ahead of the
Sfaxien clash with injury-prone striker Emad
Moteab, who turns 31 on the day of the match,
declared fit after a hamstring lay-off.

Another boost came from the Egyptian authori-
ties, who have waived a security-linked spectator
ban imposed on most football fixtures and the
organisers are hoping for a 30,000 crowd.

While Ahly struggle, Sfaxien are third in the 16-
team Tunisian title race, seven points adrift of
twice Champions League winners Esperance with
11 rounds left. Sfaxien edged visiting LPS Tozeur 1-
0 last weekend, but victory came at a price with a
self-inflicted injury preventing Gabonese midfield-
er Ibrahim Ndong facing Ahly.

Angry at being substituted by recently appoint-

ed coach Hamadi Daou, teenager Ndong kicked an
advertising board and fractured a leg.

“We appreciate the status of the Super Cup and
are determined to play without pressure. Sfaxien
are a big team and our mission is to prove that by
defeating Ahly,” said Daou.

Youssef led Ahly to a 3-1 overall victory against
South Africans Orlando Pirates last November with
a draw in Soweto followed by a two-goal Cairo tri-
umph. 

Former Dutch star Ruud Krol steered Sfaxien
to success over Democratic Republic of Congo
outf i t  TP Mazembe in  the second-t ier
Confederation Cup. The Tunisians surrendered a
2-0 f i rst - leg advantage before hal f - t ime in
Lubumbashi only for Fakhreddine Ben Youssef to
grab a crucial away goal with the final seemingly
destined for penalties. — AFP

Off-form Ahly face tough CAF Super Cup test

PARIS: Former Tottenham manager Juande
Ramos will be reunited with the English Premier
League side in the last 32 of the Europa League
today as Spurs travel to Ukraine for their first-leg
tie against Dnipro. Ramos guided Tottenham to
the League Cup title in 2008, the last time the
London club won any silverware, but was uncer-
emoniously sacked the following season after
less than a year in the job.

The Spaniard, a two-time UEFA Cup winner
during his reign at Sevilla, acknowledges he
faces an uphill climb if he’s to repeat such suc-
cess with Dnipro. 

“Spurs are superior. They’re clear favourites
and there’s a very good chance of us getting
knocked out,” Ramos told British daily The
Guardian. “One Spurs player may be our annual
budget. You can prepare players and Spurs could
still score four. Why? Because they’re better. 

“I can say: ‘Look out, (Aaron) Lennon’s quick
on the outside.’ They know but, voom-voom and
he’s gone. What are you going to do, chuck a
rope round him?” lamented Ramos.

Spurs are competing for a top-four spot in
the league, and despite having to travel to
Norwich just three days after a 3,000-mile round
trip to eastern Europe, manager Tim Sherwood

insisted he would field a strong side against
Dnipro. “I love it (the Europa League). There are a
lot of games coming up but we haven’t got to
worry about that. “We are out of all the other
competitions and we have got a big enough
squad,” said the Spurs boss, who could also wel-
come back Brazilian midfielder Sandro after two
months out.

Swansea City resume their European adven-
ture with the visit of Serie A heavyweights
Napoli to south Wales. Swansea, who sacked
manager Michael Laudrup earlier this month,
were knocked out of the FA Cup at Everton over
the weekend but a glamorous fixture against
one of Italy’s leading clubs should make for a
special evening for a club that almost tumbled
out of the Football League just over a decade
ago. “It promises to be a great occasion at the
Liberty, Napoli are having a good season in Italy
and we’re under no illusions about how tough it
is going to be,” said goalkeeper Gerhard
Tremmel.

“But we’ll be focussed, we’ll prepare well and
we want to get a good result ahead of the sec-
ond leg.” Gonzalo Higuain’s status is uncertain
with the striker struggling with a back problem,
while goalkeeper Pepe Reina is also an injury

concern for Napoli boss Rafael Benitez, who
steered Chelsea to the title last season. Benitez is
well acquainted with English opposition having
also spent seven years at Liverpool and knows
the Italians cannot afford to underestimate
Swansea. “It will  be extremely difficult,  as
Swansea play good football and won’t let us
keep possession for long.” Italian league leaders
Juventus were the most notable casualty from
the Champions League group stage, but
Antonio Conte insists they will still take Europe’s
second-tier club competition seriously.

“We’re still disappointed to have gone out of
the Champions League... but after two years in
which Juve have grown immensely, we now
have the aim of winning something in Europe,”
said Conte, who has set his side the objective of
winning both Serie A and the Europa League.

Three-time winners Juve host Turkish side
Trabzonspor-unbeaten in this year’s competi-
tion-in the first leg in Turin, while last year’s los-
ing finalists Benfica travel to Greek outfit PAOK.

Two-time former champions Porto are at
home to 1980 winners Eintracht Frankfurt, while
2009 victors Shakhtar Donetsk go to Viktoria
Pilsen today with past champions Ajax, Sevilla
and Valencia also in action. — AFP

Spurs, Ramos reunite in 

Europa League last 32

THESSALONIKI:  Benfica players warm up during a training session in the northern Greek port city of Thessaloniki yesterday. Benfica faces
PAOK today for an UEFA Europa League round of 32, first leg soccer match. — AP

BARCELONA: FC Barcelona’s new player Brazilian Neymar da Silva Santos Junior
(right) poses with Barcelona’s President Sandro Rosell at Camp Nou stadium on June
3, 2013. — AFP

MADRID: Spain’s public prosecutor sought
yesterday a criminal tax indictment against
Barcelona football club over the signing of
Brazilian star Neymar, a copy of the filing
showed.

The prosecutor believes Barca owe the
taxman a total of 9.1 million euros ($12.5
million, £7.5 million) in two agreements
reached, firstly in 2011 and then finally in
2013 to bring the player to the Spanish
champions from Santos.

Barcelona paid 10 million euros to a
company controlled by the player’s par-
ents, N&N, in 2011 with the intention of
signing the player in 2014.

However, they brought that plan for-
ward by a year to complete the deal via a
complicated series of contracts last May.
The indictment claims there are “a suspi-
cious number of simulated contracts...that
deserve at the very least to be investigated
for a possible crime against the public
purse.”

Barcelona insisted that they have not
broken the law at any point during the deal
and signalled their intent to clear the club’s
name.

“The club’s dealings with respect to
this operation, and in light of all informa-
tion available, were at all times in line with
the relevant legal legislation,” they said in a
statement.

“We express our total willingness to
collaborate with the judicial authorities in
this matter, as we have done since the first
moment the issue arose and in any other
area in which our presence may be
required.”

The club’s former president Sandro

Rosell resigned last month over the judicial
wrangle sparked by Neymar’s singing,
which the club said cost 57.1 million euros.

The process was started by a complaint
being made by one of Barca’s own mem-
bers, Jordi Cases, against Rosell for misap-
propriation of funds for not declaring pub-
licly that 40 million of the 57.1 million fig-
ure quoted by Barca was paid to N&N. 

However, in a press conference follow-
ing Rosell’s resignation, the club revealed
that the entire cost of the operation includ-
ing Neymar’s signing bonus, commissions,
marketing deals, a donation to the player’s
foundation and other collaborative agree-
ments amounted to a total of 86.2 million
euros.

The state prosecution service in Brazil
has also called its tax authorities to investi-
gate the case to ascertain if potential tax
fraud has taken place.

Earlier this month in an uncharacteristic
blast, the player reacted angrily to the con-
stant coverage over how much he cost.
“I’ve been quiet until now! But I can’t go on
listening to all these things about my trans-
fer,” he wrote on the social media network
Instagram.

“A lot of people come out and talk a
load of rubbish-calling our character into
doubt. “I also understood we have masses
of false friends.” On the field the 22-year-
old’s first season in Spain has been disrupt-
ed by injuries.

However, he has managed 12 goals in
28 appearances to date and was involved
as a substitute as Barca beat Manchester
City 2-0 in the first leg of their Champions
League last 16 tie on Tuesday. — AFP

Charges sought against 

Barca for Neymar deal

LONDON: Fulham have officially dis-
missed manager Rene Meulensteen,
assistant coach Ray Wilkins and technical
director Alan Curbishley only weeks after
appointing them, the Premier League’s
basement side club said on Tuesday.

The west London club’s revolving door
continued to spin with first team coaches
Mick Priest and Jonathan Hill joining the
exodus of backroom staff following the
appointment of new manager Felix
Magath on Friday.

MONTEVIDEO: Five-times South American
champions Penarol fear Libertadores Cup elimi-
nation in the group stage after a 2-0 home
defeat by Mexico’s Santos Laguna at the usually
impregnable Centenario in Montevideo.

“It’s super complicated (now),” said coach
Jorge Fossati after his side were undone by goals
from Santos full backs Jonathan Lacerda and
Jose Abella in the Group Eight match on Tuesday
night.

“ That ’s five points lost.  I f  we’d won (on
Tuesday), the point in Venezuela would have
been one gained, (but) today that’s two points
lost,” he told reporters as he also reflected on last
week’s 1-1 draw at Deportivo Anzoategui.

Penarol are not the great team they were last
century, when they lifted the crown three times

in the 1960s and twice more in the 80s, but a
home defeat by a guest team from Mexico in
South America’s top club competition is humili-
ating. “We are going through times of tension,
nervousness, anxiety for a result ... and that
makes us fall into lack of precision,” said Fossati,
who took charge last month in a second spell at
Penarol after steering them to the Uruguayan
league title in 1996.

Fossati, a former Uruguay coach, led LDU
Quito of Ecuador to victory in the Copa
Sudamericana, the region’s equivalent to the
Europa League, in 2009 and Al-Sadd of Qatar to
the Asian Champions League crown in 2011.

Santos lead the group with a maximum six
points after they also beat Argentina’s Arsenal 1-
0 at home last week. — Reuters

Penarol face early exit

ECUADOR: Union Espanola’s Sebastian Oscar celebrates his goal against Independiente del
Valle from Ecuador during their 2014 Copa Libertadores football match. — AFP

Fulham sack five, hire two

Today’s 
matches on TV

UEFA Europa League

Anzhi v Genk 20:00
beIN SPORTS 9
beIN SPORTS  9 HD
Dnipro v Tottenham 21:00
beIN SPORTS 1
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Juventus v Trabzonspor 21:00
beIN SPORTS 4
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Odessa v Lyon 21:00 
beIN SPORTS 5
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Slovan v Alkmaar 21:00
beIN SPORTS 8
beIN SPORTS 8 HD
PAOK v Benfica 21:00
beIN SPORTS 2
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Esbjerg v Fiorentina 21:00
beIN SPORTS 12
beIN SPORTS 12 HD
Dinamo v Valencia 21:00

beIN SPORTS 3
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Lazio v Razgard 23:05
beIN SPORTS 5
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
Plzen v Shakhtar 23:05
beIN SPORTS 12
beIN SPORTS 12 HD
Porto v Frankfurt 23:05
beIN SPORTS 3
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Swansea v Napoli 23:05
beIN SPORTS 4
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Betis v Rubin 23:05
beIN SPORTS 1
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Ajax v Salzburg 23:05
beIN SPORTS 8
beIN SPORTS 8 HD
Maribor v Sevilla 23:05
beIN SPORTS 2
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

Fulham also announced immediate
replacements with Tomas Oral named as
first team coach and Werner Leuthard now
responsible for conditioning.

“I’m very grateful to Rene, Alan and Ray,
as well as Mick and Jonathan, for their com-
mitment to Fulham,” chairman Shahid Khan
said in an official statement on www.ful-
hamfc.com. “Their efforts were admirable
and appreciated, and I wish them the best.
“Felix has come to Fulham with purpose
and exceptional confidence, and I know
he’s extremely pleased to have Tomas Oral
and Werner Leuthard join him for the mis-
sion ahead.  “From today forward, the focus
is singularly on winning football matches
and remaining in the Barclays Premier
League.  The work has begun.” The 60-year-
old Magath was named manager despite
Meulensteen only being given the job in
December after Martin Jol’s sacking, with
the Dutchman initially having joined in
mid-November to work alongside his com-
patriot.

Meulensteen, whose team had drawn at
ex-club Manchester United and narrowly
lost to Liverpool in their last two games, has
described the appointment of former
Bayern Munich coach Magath as a sign
Fulham were hitting “the panic button”.

German Magath has extensive coaching
experience in the Bundesliga but has never
worked abroad before. Fulham, who have
been ever-present in the top flight since
2001, are four points from the safety zone
with 12 games to go.

The 2010 Europa League runners-up
were taken over by Khan, the owner of the
Jacksonville Jaguars NFL franchise, last
July. — Reuters
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LONDON: Bayern’s Arjen Robben (right) shoots against Arsenal’s Jack Wilshere during a Champions League, round of 16, first leg soccer match. — AP

LONDON: Bayern Munich are in pole position to
reach the Champions League quarter-finals after
a sublime strike from Toni Kroos inspired the
holders’ 2-0 win against 10-man Arsenal yester-
day. Pep Guardiola’s side rode their luck in a dra-
matic last 16 first leg clash at the Emirates
Stadium, but their class eventually told as Kroos
produced his moment of magic and Thomas
Mueller bagged the killer second goal in the
closing stages.

Bayern survived an early penalty miss from
Arsenal’s Mesut Ozil and a squandered spot-kick
of their own by David Alaba.

But Arsenal goalkeeper Wojciech Szczesny
had been sent off in the incident that led to
Bayern’s penalty and the visitors eventually capi-
talised on their numerical superiority through
Germany midfielders Kroos and Muller. 

Bayern will be expected to finish the job in

the second leg on March 11, but Arsenal can take
heart from their 2-0 win in Munich at the same
stage last season, even if that result wasn’t
enough to stop Arsene Wenger’s team bowing
out on away goals.

Wenger, who sprang a selection shock when
he opted to pick raw French striker Yaya Sanogo
ahead of experienced France international
Olivier Giroud, was left to curse his misfortune as
Arsenal’s promising start fizzled out.

Bayern, treble winners last season, swaggered
into north London widely acclaimed as firm
favourites to win both the tie and eventually the
competition itself to cap another majestic cam-
paign. But Arsenal tore into Bayern with a relish
that seemed to shock the Germans and quickly
carved out two decent chances, with first
Sanogo and then Santi Cazorla denied by
Manuel Neuer. Arsenal’s frenzied start had clearly

rattled the visitors and they should have been
ahead in the ninth minute.

Jack Wilshere slipped a perfectly-weighted
pass behind the Bayern defence and Ozil took a
touch before cleverly clipping the ball inside
Jerome Boateng, wrong-footing the centre-back
who responded by clumsily stretching out his leg
and sending the Germany midfielder crashing to
the turf.

Italian referee Nicola Rizzoli awarded the
penalty, but Ozil has been in poor form of late
and he appeared hesitant before sending a tame
effort straight down the middle which his child-
hood friend Neuer kept out with a fine one-
handed save.

With Bayern labouring, Boateng, booked after
conceding the penalty, was fortunate to escape a
second yellow card following a heavy challenge
on Wilshere.

But Guardiola’s men gradually recovered their
equilibrium and should have taken the lead in
the 40th minute. Arjen Robben played a simple
pass to Kroos and he burst into the penalty area
for the chipped return ball without being tracked
by the statuesque Arsenal rearguard.

Robben’s first touch took the ball past
Szczesny, who caught the Dutch international
with his leg, conceding a penalty and in the
process earning a red card, the 100th of Wenger’s
18-year reign.

After a long delay, Lukasz Fabianski came on
as the replacement goalkeeper and Austrian left-
back Alaba, perhaps put off by the stoppage, hit
a poor penalty which clipped a post and
bounced wide.

Bayern’s inconsistent first half prompted a
tactical reshuffle at the break, with Guardiola
sending on Rafinha for Boateng and moving Javi

Martinez to central defence, allowing right-back
Philipp Lahm to move in midfield and dictate the
tempo.

The changes worked wonders and Mario
Goetze and Robben tested Fabianski before the
Germans broke the deadlock in the 54th minute.

With Arsenal defending too deep, Lahm was
under no pressure as he teed up Kroos and the
midfielder, in space on the edge of the penalty
area, curled a sumptuous first-time shot into the
roof of the net.

Substitute Mueller appealed in vain for anoth-
er penalty following Laurent Koscielny’s trip, but
he picked himself up to deliver the knockout
blow in the 88th minute.

Timing his run to meet Lahm’s cross, Mueller
found space in the centre of Arsenal’s defence
and directed a diving header past the exposed
Fabianski.  — AFP

Kroos missile destroys Arsenal

MILAN: Atletico Madrid striker Diego Costa headed
home late on to seal a 1-0 win over AC Milan yesterday
and give a huge boost to the Spaniards’ hopes of qualify-
ing for the quarter-finals of the Champions League.

Milan had kept Diego Simeone’s side on a tight leash
throughout a thrilling encounter at the San Siro, but
after missing three golden chances to take a first-half
lead, the hosts were stunned in the 83rd minute when
Costa rose to head inside Christian Abbiati’s near post
following a corner.

Atletico, currently joint top of the Spanish top flight,
will now fancy their chances of qualifying for the last
eight of the competition for the first time since 1997
when the sides meet at the Vicente Calderon in a fort-
night.

The visitors started crisply, stringing passes together
with apparent ease and Costa holding off challenges to
give Milan an early reminder of their current form.

However Los Colchoneros failed to build on that
momentum and, after weathering the early storm,
Clarence Seedorf’s side found their feet to go on and hit
the woodwork three times in an enthralling opening
half.

Milan sniffed the opener when Adel Taarabt’s ball was
put through for Kaka only for the Brazilian to send a curl-
ing left-footed strike off Thibaut Courtois’s crossbar.

Minutes later Taarabt’s cross was met by Kaka, but
Courtois performed heroics down low to palm the for-
mer Real Madrid man’s precision header off the post.

Tempers flared when Emiliano Insua put in a crunch-
ing tackle on Mattia De Sciglio and, after both sets of
players clashed, the Argentine was shown a yellow card.

De Sciglio tried to play on, but soon hobbled off to be
replaced by Ignazio Abate.

DANGEROUS 
Atletico had few clear chances in the opening peri-

od, while Milan proved dangerous on the counter, just as
Simeone had predicted, and they came close again on
the half-hour when Balotelli’s backheel found Kaka,
whose latest effort skimmed the bar on its way over.
Atletico started strongly after the interval and on 52
minutes Costa was allowed space at the back post to
attempt a bicycle kick when a cross was whipped in at
the back post, but his effort was off target.

Kaka then sidestepped a challenge on the edge of the
area but sent a tame shot wide. Balotelli was coming in
for some punishment and, before being replaced by
Giampaolo Pazzini,  he had a number of free-kick
attempts.

One, on 65 minutes, was deflected out for a corner,
from which Michael Essien sent a glancing header wide
of Courtois’s upright.

Atletico had the momentum in the closing stages
and, on 75 minutes, Costa did well to hold off his marker
and set up Raul Garcia, whose drive from 20 metres was
blocked down low by Abbiati. Seedorf replaced Balotelli
with Pazzini on 77 minutes but by then a tiring Milan
had little left to offer.

The visitors pressed and, after a first-time Garcia effort
had just missed the target, they made the difference
from a corner, which Abate inadvertently headed
towards the back post where Costa met it with a power-
ful header of his own. — AFP

DUBAI: Petra Kvitova, who is trying to work her way back
into the top three after illness and injury, suffered a blow
when the defence of her Dubai Open title lasted no more
than one match yesterday.

The former world number two from the Czech Republic
was beaten by Spain’s Carla Suarez Navarro, who spent
much of the match trailing but her refusal to give up was
rewarded with a 1-6, 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) win and a place in the
quarter-finals.

Navarro’s consistently heavy ground strokes and superi-
or movement prospered more as the conditions grew
slower, and she recovered first from a set and 2-4 down,
then from 2-4 down in the deciding tie-break. Kvitova
made one good recovery herself, coming from 2-4 in the
final set to lead 5-4 before attempting to close the match
out on her serve.

But her flat-hitting game increasingly lacked consisten-
cy and gradually the proximity of defeat began to apply its
own pressure.

“I started really well, played pretty aggressively, and
made a lot of winners, and she didn’t have really time to hit
well,” Kvitova said. “But when I was leading in the second
set, I lost very badly my serve, and I think that from that
moment I was like a little bit mentally down.”

That may partly have accounted for the two errors she
made with her forehand drive, so often her best weapon,
which allowed Navarro to come from 2-4 down to 4-4 in
the tie-break and which proved the decisive shift of for-
tunes. Navarro now plays Alise Cornet, the in-form French
number one who followed her conquest of Simona Halep,
the seventh seeded Rumanian who won in Qatar last
Sunday, by winning 6-3, 6-4 against Kirsten Flipkens. 

Another seed to fall was Sara Errani, the fourth-seeded
Italian, who lost early in the Middle East for the second
successive week, beaten 6-2, 5-7, 6-1 by Sorana Cirstea, the
world 27 from Romania. — AFP

Kvitova falls Costa late show gives
Atletico precious win

DUBAI: Carla Suarez Navarro of Spain serves the ball to
Petra Kvitova of Czech during the third day of Dubai Duty
Free Tennis Championships. — AP



Business
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014

US adopts tough capital 
rules for foreign banks 

Page 23

Supply risks keep 
Brent above $110

Page 24

Singapore budget to 
tighten noose on the 
rich amid discontent

Page 22

Tenants become investors; Abu Dhabi engineers property rebound 
Page 25

KUWAIT: Photo shows a Kuwait Airways plane preparing for landing over the Sukarno-Hatta airport in Tangerang. State-owned Kuwait Airways Co yesterday signed two contracts with Airbus to purchase 25 planes and lease 12 others, the official
KUNA news agency reported.— AFP 

DUBAI: When Dubai’s biggest property developer decided
to change its chief executive last year, it did not inform the
stock market for weeks. The incident underlined the chal-
lenges which investors face as Gulf exchanges boom. Stock
markets in the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council are set to
attract billions of dollars of fresh foreign money in coming
years as the region develops into a mainstream investment
destination.

Index compilers MSCI and S&P Dow Jones are upgrading
the United Arab Emirates and Qatar to emerging market sta-
tus. Saudi Arabia is preparing to open its market to direct
foreign investment, though it has not fixed a date. Gulf mar-
kets have stayed strong during the global turmoil of recent
months, as the region’s trade and budget surpluses make
them safe havens. But in one key way, the Gulf markets lag:
the amount of information which listed firms reveal, fund
managers say.  Secretive company managements, poor dis-
closure mechanisms and patchy enforcement of disclosure
rules mean information is often more scarce than it is in
markets elsewhere in the world.

That raises the risks for investors and can sometimes
even create opportunities for insider trading, in which small
groups of well-connected insiders trade on information well
before it becomes public knowledge. “Regulations and their
implementation in GCC markets, especially those of UAE
and Qatar, have improved but they have a long way to go
compared to those in the US or London - which reflects how
new these markets are,” said Slim Feriani, chief investment
officer at London-based Advance Emerging Capital. “There
will be scandals, because of the nature of the governments
and companies, which makes it difficult to have full trust in
them.”

Disclosure
All major Middle East exchanges have rules requiring listed

companies to disclose important information in a timely way,

but the rules are not consistently obeyed. Securities markets
in the Gulf are younger than many of their counterparts over-
seas - Saudi Arabia launched a regulated market in the early
1980s - so an investor-friendly culture has not yet developed.
Family-controlled firms traditionally operate secretively; many
big firms are controlled by governments which are reluctant
to reveal too much information to the public.

“It’s because of cultural roots - most of the companies
in this region are built by trading families who think
everything is a trade secret, and they don’t like to disclose
anything unless they are forced to,” said Abdullah Alawi,
head of research at Aljazira Capital in Jeddah. Only 6.3
percent of GCC firms covered by the Standard and Poor’s
credit rating agency have “strong” scores for management
and governance, compared to 9.5 percent for the Europe,
Middle East and Africa region, and 7.5 percent for the
entire world.

Tommy Trask, director of corporate ratings at S&P, said
the reasons for the low GCC score were board independ-
ence and transparency, ownership control and manage-
ment culture. “Companies we rate in the Gulf region tend
to be owned by governments or powerful local families,
both of which can be detrimental to corporate gover-
nance,” Trask said. Boards of directors of infrastructure
companies are largely dominated by government officials,
making them susceptible to decisions being made in the
interest of government policy and not of minority share-
holders or creditors, he added.

State-linked Emaar Properties, Dubai’s largest listed
company by market value, quietly replaced its Group
Chief Executive Low Ping late last year, appointing Abdulla
Lahej as her replacement, industry sources said. But the
company did not announce this to the stock exchange
until late January, three days after Reuters reported the
news. Emaar did not respond to emails seeking comment
on the delay. A lack of forward guidance for analysts dur-

ing companies’ conference calls on their business is anoth-
er frustration.  

“As an analyst, you’re always worried about not being
told the same thing as others,” said Sanyalaksna
Manibhandu, senior analyst at NBAD Securities in Abu
Dhabi. “There is an inconsistency - the regulator encour-
ages transparency but the companies will say we can’t
give you certain information.” A Reuters survey of a dozen
international fund managers found Saudi Arabia ranked
highest among the five main Middle Eastern exchanges
for disclosure of corporate information, with 43 points out
of a possible 60. Qatar followed with 41 points and Egypt
with 39. Kuwait came bottom with just 18 points.

Trading
Erratic corporate disclosure in Gulf markets can lead to

big and unexplained share price moves, sometimes
extending over several days, that are eventually followed
by major corporate announcements. In these cases it is
usually not clear that any improper trading has occurred -
but the suspicion can be hard to avoid. “Unexplainable
market moves destroy investor confidence. You need to
see prices react to news - whether positively or negatively -
and you need to see it happening legitimately in the mar-
ket, with a proper flow of information,” said Ali Adou, port-
folio manager at Abu Dhabi’s The National Investor.  

All of the national regulators have rules against insider
trading or other improper market activity. The UAE’s
Securities and Commodities Authority, for example, says a
person who exploits unpublicized information for personal
benefit can be liable to imprisonment of up to three years
and a fine of as much as 1 million dirhams ($270,000). But
around the region, authorities may lack the investigative
muscle to go after illicit investors, and there have not been
the high-profile legal cases against insider traders seen in
other countries such as the United States. “There are classic

cases of leaks in information which can’t be proved, and
we don’t have answers,” said Alawi.

The picture is not entirely grim. Egypt, which has a stock
exchange history dating back over a century, has a rela-
tively strong reputation for acting against improper trad-
ing. Last month its financial regulator cancelled a day of
trades in shares of Cairo-listed investment bank EFG-
Hermes, which had soared before the bank announced a 1
billion Egyptian pound ($144 million) share buy-back.
Some fund managers believe more exposure to foreign
capital, and Gulf countries’ desire to diversify their
economies beyond oil, will encourage them to tighten
standards in coming years.

In Saudi Arabia, that already appears to be happening
as the Capital Market Authority prepares the stock market
for its eventual opening to direct foreign investment. The
regulator issued tens of millions of riyals (millions of dol-
lars) in fines to investors in 2013 for breaches of trading
regulations, and fined some companies small amounts for
poor disclosure. Adou at The National Investor said that
while the Gulf’s regulatory framework was overall below
par compared to developed markets, a lot of effort had
gone into improving transparency and corporate gover-
nance in recent years.

But some analysts think the government’s relationship
to regulators may need to change for any major improve-
ment. “GCC regulators need to be independent of and
have a mandate enabling them to work independently
from the government for the level of corporate gover-
nance to improve,” said Nasser Saidi, founder and president
of Nasser Saidi & Associates, an economic consulting com-
pany based in Dubai and Beirut. The Reuters survey found
Egypt ranked highest among the five main Middle East
markets for enforcement of rules against illicit trade, with
43 points. Saudi Arabia, at 35 points, came second; Kuwait
was again at the bottom with only 14 points.  — Reuters

Secretive firms puzzle investors as Gulf bourses grow

Exposure to foreign capital may prompt reforms

SYDNEY: The G20 holds its first meeting of the year this
weekend with new Fed chief Janet Yellen in the hot seat
as emerging economies suffer the side-effects of the US
central bank’s exit from a mammoth stimulus spree.
Currencies from Argentina to Russia, South Africa and
Turkey have been in freefall, in part because heavyweight
US investors are repatriating funds in anticipation of
higher returns at home as the Fed tightens years of
relaxed monetary policy. Deficit-ridden developing
economies have plenty of their own home-grown prob-
lems, but the evolving “taper” has become a lightning rod
for global discontent as Yellen makes her international
debut in charge of the Federal Reserve. 

Australian Treasurer Joe Hockey, who is chairing the
meeting Saturday and Sunday of G20 finance ministers
and central bankers in Sydney, wants to resist a “talkfest”
and stay focused on ways to stimulate growth and create
jobs in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. “The G20
is at an important juncture. It must show it is able to act
decisively to implement policy reforms outside of a glob-
al crisis. Complacency is our enemy,” he said, laying out a
pro-growth agenda that was backed by US Treasury
Secretary Jacob Lew in a letter to his G20 colleagues.

But Hockey added: “We will not ignore recent instabili-
ty in international financial markets, and in particular, the
impact on emerging market economies.” The meeting
comes soon after Yellen, in her inaugural testimony to
Congress as Ben Bernanke’s successor, painted a steady-
as-she-goes course for Fed policy including the wind-
down of the post-2008 policies that flooded capital mar-
kets with cheap cash. The Fed is keeping a close eye on
market volatility, she said in the February 12 testimony,
but offered little sympathy for the plight of emerging
economies. And the US bank-in an accompanying report-
said those countries should get their own houses in order
first. 

‘Not my problem’
Adam Hersh, senior economist at the Center for

American Progress Action Fund, said Yellen recognized the
concerns of developing countries about the impact of US
monetary policy on capital flows and exchange rate volatil-
ity.  “She also seems to say ‘it’s not my problem’,” he added.
“That’s not going to be welcomed by the developing coun-

try members of the G20.”
Indeed, according to Reserve Bank of India governor

Raghuram Rajan: “The US should worry about the effects of
its policies on the rest of the world. “We would like to live
in a world where countries take into account the effect of
their policies on other countries and do what is right,
broadly, rather than what is just right given the circum-
stances of that country,” he said at the end of January.
China’s capital controls and world-beating forex reserves
have insulated the yuan from the turmoil seen elsewhere,
but it is facing a gradual easing of economic growth that
risks becoming another headache for G20 trading part-
ners. 

And even for China itself, the US taper is cause for con-
cern, said Hua Min, professor of economics at Fudan
University in Shanghai.  “Many emerging economies have
seen their currencies depreciate by large margins and
stock prices slump over the past month. This has rung the
alarm bell for us,” he said. Despite the Chinese deceleration
and market instability, the G20 countries meet at a relative-
ly healthy juncture for global growth prospects. In January,
the IMF increased its estimate for world growth this year a
touch to 3.7 percent, after a 3.0 percent pace in 2013. It
was the first time in nearly two years that the Fund revised
its growth forecasts upward.

Mike Callaghan, director of the G20 Studies Centre at
the Lowy Institute think-tank, said Australia should use its
presidency to push for a comprehensive G20 strategy out-
lining how member countries will work together to put
global growth on a new track. The strategy, he added,
must incorporate all aspects of policy-fiscal, monetary,
financial,  structural,  tax, trade and development.
“Importantly, it should move away from a focus on rebal-
ancing global growth and reducing external imbalances,
and embrace the reforms needed to lift potential growth in
all countries,” he said. — AFP 

Dubai agrees 

roll-over of $10 b

crisis debt to UAE

DUBAI: Dubai has reached agreement on rolling over $10
billion in debt extended by the central bank of the United
Arab Emirates during the global financial crisis, sources
familiar with the matter said yesterday. The emirate bor-
rowed the money five years ago and the debt is due to
mature next month. It helped Dubai and its state-linked
companies avoid default during the crisis, when the emi-
rate’s real estate market crashed and loan markets froze.
“The deal is done,” one source said, declining to be named
because the matter has not been formally announced.
“The debt will be rolled over at better terms,” he added,
without giving details of the terms or saying for what
period the debt would be rolled over. The previous bonds
carried a 4 percent coupon.

Official spokesmen and other central bank and gov-
ernment officials in the UAE declined to comment or
were unavailable to comment. The debt had been widely
expected to be rolled over; while Dubai is now recovering
strongly from its crisis, thanks to a resurgent real estate
market and booming trade and tourism industries, it still
faces major liabilities in coming years. According to the
International Monetary Fund, about $78 billion of debt
held by Dubai and its state-linked entities will come due
between 2014 and 2017. 

Much of this is the legacy of the crisis: payments
agreed between the emirate and its lenders under multi-
billion dollar debt restructurings for its state-linked con-
glomerates, such as a $25 billion debt reorganization by
Dubai World. In November, the Dubai government will
face the maturity of as much as $10 billion of five-year
bonds and sukuk which two Abu Dhabi banks - National
Bank of Abu Dhabi and Al Hilal Bank - agreed to buy from
the emirate as part of the crisis aid. —Reuters

New Fed chief set for baptism of fire at G20

Janet Yellen 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.762
Indian Rupees 4.545
Pakistani Rupees 2.690
Srilankan Rupees 2.155
Nepali Rupees 2.851
Singapore Dollar 224.340
Hongkong Dollar 36.420
Bangladesh Taka 3.628
Philippine Peso 6.333
Thai Baht 8.703
Irani Riyal transfer 0.271
Irani Riyal cash 0.273

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 75.350
Qatari Riyal 77.639
Omani Riyal 734.020
Bahraini Dinar 750.500
UAE Dirham 76.951

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 39.550
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 40.141
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.319
Tunisian Dinar 179.900
Jordanian Dinar 399.030
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.896
Syrian Lira 2.014
Morocco Dirham 35.484

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 282.450
Euro 390.060
Sterling Pound 472.820
Canadian dollar 259.130
Turkish lira 129.990
Swiss Franc 319.960
Australian Dollar 255.620
US Dollar Buying 281.250

GOLD
20 Gram 240.000
10 Gram 121.000
5 Gram 62.500

COUNTRY                                  SELL CASH SELLDRAFT
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007346 0.008346
British Pound 0.465787 0.474787
Czech Korune 0.006111 0.018111
Danish Krone 0.047812 0.052812
Euro 0.381638 0.389138
Norwegian Krone 0.042405 0.047605
Romanian Leu 0.086063 0.86063
Slovakia 0.008090 0.018090
Swedish Krona 0.039674 0.044674
Swiss Franc 0.310017 0.320217
Turkish Lira 0.125659 0.132659

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.247334 0.258834
New Zealand Dollar 0.229400 0.238900

America
Canadian Dollar 0.252254 0.260754
US Dollars 0.278550 0.282900
US Dollars Mint 0.279050 0.282900

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003320 0.003920
Chinese Yuan 0.045219 0.048719
Hong Kong Dollar 0.034354 0.037104
Indian Rupee 0.004268 0.004668
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002668 0.002848
Kenyan Shilling 0.003269 0.003269
Korean Won 0.000255 0.000270
Malaysian Ringgit 0.081960 0.087960
Nepalese Rupee 0.003070 0.003240
Pakistan Rupee 0.002392 0.002672

Philippine Peso 0.006426 0.006706
Sierra Leone 0.000069 0.000075
Singapore Dollar 0.220504 0.226504
South African Rand 0.019997 0.028497
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001888 0.002459
Taiwan 0.009207 0.009387
Thai Baht 0.008383 0.008933

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.743279 0.751279
Egyptian Pound 0.036841 0.039941
Iranian Riyal 0.000078 0.000079
Iraqi Dinar 0.000183 0.000243
Jordanian Dinar 0.394439 0.401939
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.0000000 1.0000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000138 0.000238
Moroccan Dirhams 0.024381 0.048381
Nigerian Naira 0.001195 0.001830
Omani Riyal 0.728123 0.733803
Qatar Riyal 0.076927 0.078140
Saudi Riyal 0.074737 0.075437
Syrian Pound 0.002166 0.002386
Tunisian Dinar 0.175160 0.183160
Turkish Lira 0.125659 0.132659
UAE Dirhams 0.075973 0.077122
Yemeni Riyal 0.001284 0.001364

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY                                      SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 259.95 256.95
Canadian Dollar 261.74 262.74
Swiss Franc 321.50 319.50
Euro 390.89 391.89
US Dollar 282.05 285.05
Sterling Pound 475.96 478.96
Japanese Yen 2.81 2.83
Bangladesh Taka 3.630 3.900
Indian Rupee 4.540 4.840
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.157 2.592
Nepali Rupee 2.847 3.382
Pakistani Rupee 2.696 2.790
UAE Dirhams 76.86 77.32
Bahraini Dinar 750.70 752.77
Egyptian Pound 40.51 41.11
Jordanian Dinar 401.43 407.08
Omani Riyal 733.51 740.81
Qatari Riyal 77.89 78.44
Saudi Riyal 75.34 75.74

Rate for Transfer                                                           Selling Rate
US Dollar 282.400
Canadian Dollar 260.100
Sterling Pound 473.890
Euro 388.410
Swiss Frank 317.425
Bahrain Dinar 745.670
UAE Dirhams 76.865
Qatari Riyals 78.415
Saudi Riyals 76.175
Jordanian Dinar 397.985
Egyptian Pound 40.511
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.157
Indian Rupees 4.554
Pakistani Rupees 2.690
Bangladesh Taka 3.628
Philippines Pesso 6.327
Cyprus pound 693.629
Japanese Yen 3.776

Syrian Pound 2.971
Nepalese Rupees 3.841
Malaysian Ringgit 86.290
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 46.985
Thai Bhat 9.670
Turkish Lira 129.143

Al Mulla Exchange

Currency Transfer Rate (Per 1000)
US Dollar 281.850
Euro 389.850
Pound Sterling 471.750
Canadian Dollar 259.850
Indian Rupee 4.539
Egyptian Pound 40.138
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.152
Bangladesh Taka 3.629
Philippines Peso 6.312
Pakistan Rupee 2.690
Bahraini Dinar 750.650
UAE Dirham 76.750
Saudi Riyal 75.300

*Rates are subject to change

SINGAPORE: Migrant workers from India construct a road leading to the
Financial District, background, in Singapore. Singapore’s wealth and contin-
ued growth rely in large part on foreign workers. Yet as the numbers of
migrant workers soar, tales of abuse and exploitation are threatening to
take some of the shine off the city-state’s international reputation. —AP

News

British unemployment up 
LONDON: Britain’s unemployment rate edged
up to 7.2 percent in the quarter to December,
official data showed yesterday, easing pressure
on the Bank of England to raise interest rates.
Unemployment rose from a near five-year low
level of 7.1 percent in the quarter to the end of
November, the Office for National Statistics said
in a statement. The Bank of England (BoE) is fac-
ing pressure from financial markets to begin
raising its main interest rate from a record low-
level of 0.50 percent as Britain’s economic recov-
ery takes hold. With markets pricing in future
rate rises, sterling has shot up to three-year
highs against the dollar. Canadian national Mark
Carney took charge of the BoE last August and
launched a forward guidance policy, under
which he said the central bank would not raise
borrowing costs until the unemployment rate
falls to at least 7.0 percent. Carney has since
tweaked the guidance with official data show-
ing unemployment falling much faster than
expected up until yesterday’s data. Under the
amended guidance set out last week, the BoE
will seek to absorb all the spare capacity in the
economy as it looks to keep inflation close to a
government-set target of 2.0 percent, before
moving to hike its key lending rate. 

S Africa inflation rises
JOHANNESBURG: South African consumer
prices rose 5.8 percent in January, official statis-
tics showed yesterday, tipping the scales
towards another interest rate rise when the
reserve bank next meets in March. Statistics
South Africa reported that consumer prices rose
by 0.4 of a percentage point versus December,
pushed higher by increased transport and food
prices. The 5.8-percent rate was slightly above
consensus and is close to the six percent upper
end of the South African Reserve Bank’s target
range. The central bank unexpectedly raised
rates to 5.5 percent at its meeting in January,
citing concerns about inflation. Before its rate
hike, the central bank had forecast inflation
would peak about 6.6 percent toward the end
of the year. The latest figures will add to calls for
a further rate rise when the bank meets again
on March 25 to 27. “Despite the fact that the
rand has pulled back recently, the inflation out-
look remains poor,” said analysts at Nedbank.
“(We) expect that the Reserve Bank will raise
rates by 50 basis points at the next Monetary
Policy Committee meeting and then keep rates
steady until the second half of 2015.” 

China probes US firms
BEIJING: Beijing said yesterday it has been
probing two US companies including mobile
chipmaker Qualcomm since last year over
potential anti-trust violations, extending
Chinese investigations of foreign industries to
the technology sector. The confirmation by the
National Development and Reform Commission
(NDRC), one of China’s three anti-trust watch-
dogs, came after both companies had already
acknowledged the investigations. NDRC official
Xu Kunlin discussed the probes yesterday at a
press conference, saying they were launched
after separate complaints by unnamed Chinese
industry players that the US companies were
abusing their market dominance to charge high
prices. Qualcomm, a top maker of smartphone
chips, said in November it had been notified the
company was the subject of an anti-trust inves-
tigation by Chinese authorities and that it was
cooperating with the “confidential investiga-
tion”. The other probe target, mobile device and
technology development company InterDigital,
said earlier this month that it “will continue to
cooperate with NDRC’s anti-monopoly investi-
gation and work with NDRC to resolve any
remaining concerns”. Chinese authorities last
year launched sweeping investigations into
alleged malpractice by foreign firms in various
sectors including pharmaceuticals and baby
formula. State television also took to task over-
seas companies such as technology giant Apple
over warranty polices, carmaker Volkswagen AG
over quality issues and Starbucks over coffee
prices. 

in brief
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LONDON: British defense contractor BAE Systems has
finally agreed pricing with Saudi Arabia on its long-
delayed Eurofighter Typhoon jet deal with the Gulf state,
potentially leading to more contracts across the region.
Sales to countries such as Saudi Arabia have become
increasingly important to BAE as it  contends with
shrinking defense budgets in the United States and
Europe, but the company’s profits have been held back
by years of talks over the 2007 deal to supply Saudi with
72 Eurofighters for 4.43 billion pounds ($7.4 billion).

The original contract, known as the Salam deal, had
to be renegotiated af ter  Saudi  requested more
advanced weaponry and equipment for the Typhoon
fleet. The saga has been watched closely by countries
such as Bahrain, Qatar and Malaysia as they weigh up
the Typhoon against competitors including Lockheed
Martin’s F-35, Dassault Aviation’s Rafale fighter and the
Gripen made by Sweden’s Saab. “There is considerable
relief that this long-running problem has been resolved,”
independent defence analyst Howard Wheeldon said. “It

does open up some very interesting doors, not only in
Saudi Arabia, but across the Arabian Peninsula.”

BAE, which reports 2013 results today, said that a
price has now been agreed between the British and
Saudi governments. Though it did not disclose full
details, BAE said the terms were broadly consistent with
guidance the company gave in October for 2013 earn-
ings, when it warned that failure to complete the deal
could hit full-year profit by 6-7 pence per share. “This is
an equitable outcome for all parties,” Chief Executive Ian
King said, adding that the agreement builds on the com-
pany’s relationship with a “much-valued customer”.

Cash concerns
Shares in BAE, which builds the Eurofighter alongside

European aerospace group Airbus and Italian defense
contractor Finmeccanica, were up 0.3 percent at 1036
GMT, having jumped by 4 percent in early trade to a two-
month-high of 455 pence. BAE had continued Eurofighter
deliveries to Saudi during the negotiations, prompting

investor concern over rising amounts of cash being com-
mitted to the program without being able to book profits.
It also suffered a blow in December, when United Arab
Emirates withdrew from talks over a potential $9.8 billion
deal to buy 60 jets. 

Yesterday’s announcement, however, removes much
of the uncertainty for BAE, which said it will start receiv-
ing cash from the Salam deal in the first-half of this year.
“With Salam cash coming in, this should give BAE more
flexibility for cash deployment moving forward,” RBC
Capital Markets analyst Robert Stallard said. “It also
allows the (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia) to move on to oth-
er potential agreements.” With the Salam price finalized,
BAE and Saudi Arabia are now likely to begin talks on a
second batch of Eurofighters, which could bring an
order for up to 72 more aircraft. The announcement also
bodes well for the 1 billion pound share repurchase pro-
gram BAE launched in February, the full implementation
of which was contingent on finalization of the Salam
deal. —Reuters

BAE Systems agrees pricing 

on Saudi Eurofighter deal 

BAE eyes Mideast as West’s budgets shrink

SINGAPORE: Singapore is known as a tropical
refuge for the world’s wealthy, endowed with
exclusive residential enclaves, a marina for
super-yachts, two casinos and an annual
Formula One race that brings in the global jet-
set. But as the orderly city-state comes within a
whisper of overtaking Switzerland as the
world’s largest offshore wealth hub, a growing
public backlash is forcing the government to
tone down its policies catering to the rich.

The government’s budget tomorrow could
raise levies on high-end cars and purchases of
multiple properties, along with a possible
widening of the top income-tax rate, say econ-
omists. It would build on measures announced
last year that cooled Singapore’s red-hot prop-
erty market and targeted mostly rich home-
owners.  With maximum income tax rates of 20
percent and no capital gains tax, Singapore
has long been synonymous with affluence,
boasting the world’s highest concentration of
millionaires.  Daimler’s Mercedes was the top
selling car brand last year, followed by BMW,
government data shows.

Businesses that service the wealthy say
their clients fear the new policies could mark
the start of a trend as the long-standing ruling
party, under pressure since its worst-ever elec-
tion showing in 2011, tries to ease the burden
in a country where the average monthly wage
is $3,705 ($2,315). “There are a lot of people
who don’t know what’s next,” said Juliet Poh,
owner of SG Vehicles, which sells car brands
Ferrari, Rolls-Royce, Aston Martin and
Lamborghini.

Cars in Singapore are already expensive by
most global standards owing to the cost of a
government 10-year licence that must be pur-
chased with each new vehicle. But in last year’s
budget, the government introduced a new
tiered tax system targeting luxury cars. The first
S$20,000 ($15,900) of a car’s open market val-
ue is taxed at 100 percent, the next S$30,000 at
140 percent, and anything above S$50,000 at
180 percent. As a result, sales of luxury cars fell
more than 80 percent in the second half of
2013, official data shows. 

In measures partly aimed at buyers of mul-
tiple homes, the government also tightened
property curbs last year, including a rise in
stamp duties. Sales of private homes to the
wealthiest 15 percent of the population have
tumbled in the past few months. “A lot of peo-
ple are affected by the property curb. It is like
an indirect curb on cars,” said Poh, whose deal-
ership saw car sales drop around 50 percent in
2013. “A lot of people can’t buy-and-sell prop-
erties and do not make money. Thus, they
don’t have the cash flow to buy the cars.”

Public anger
Public anger at the rich-poor divide and

new taxes aimed at the ultra rich has been
bubbling in fiscally stretched large Western
economies since the 2008 global financial cri-
sis. The changes in Singapore illustrate how
that is spreading to countries usually seen as
low-tax enclaves for the wealthy. Ten years
ago Singapore courted the world’s wealthy,
offering permanent residency to people with
personal assets of at least S$20 million, as long
as they parked a certain amount here. That
scheme was scrapped two years ago amid
criticism over the number of wealthy immi-
grants. Switzerland is now seeing a similar
debate. 

Canada’s government this month ended a
program that effectively allowed rich Chinese
nationals to buy permanent residency. Critics
said it allowed wealthy foreigners to buy their
way into the country without long-term bene-
fits. “All these very established cities for high
net worth individuals are feeling the strain,”
said Tan Choon Leng, head of the private
wealth practice group at legal practice RHTLaw
Taylor Wessing LLP in Singapore. Singapore
income inequality, measured by the Gini coef-
ficient, is the biggest after Hong Kong among
advanced economies, based on its 2012 read-
ing of 0.478. The level eased in 2013 to 0.463,
according to government figures.

Poor people
The budget is likely to play well with an

electorate increasingly hostile towards osten-
tatious displays of wealth, a mood that was
highlighted last month when an expatriate
wealth manager fled to Australia following
uproar over his complaints on social media
about “poor people” riding public transport
while his Porsche was in for repairs. While
average wages in Singapore rose last year by
6.5 percent, the wealth of Singapore’s high net
worth individuals raced ahead 11.5 percent,
the 2013 World Wealth Report by Capgemini
and RBC Wealth Management shows.

Wealthy foreign residents include Eduardo
Saverin, the co-founder of Facebook, who has
called Singapore home since 2009. Brazilian-
born Saverin, who renounced his U.S. citizen-
ship in 2011, was ranked 7th on a Singapore’s
rich list published by Forbes Magazine with an
estimated net worth of $2.65 billion. Locals
who made fortunes in real estate, finance and
trading figured prominently but the list also
included New Zealand-born investor Richard
Chandler with $2.8 billion, ranked 6, and
China-born property developer Zhong Sheng
Jian with $1.35 billion, ranked 16. —Reuters

Singapore budget 

to ‘target the rich’

KUALA LUMPUR: Flamboyant AirAsia boss
Tony Fernandes savaged state-backed flag
carrier Malaysian Airlines and the nation’s
aviation authorities yesterday, accusing
them of mismanagement that was harming
the travelling public. The budget airline
mogul posted the comments on his Twitter
feed a day after fierce rival Malaysia Airlines
(MAS) announced it had lost a whopping
1.17 billion ringgit ($355 million) in 2013.
“AirAsia Allstars, take a bow. Malaysia
Airlines lost over a billion,” Fernandes tweet-
ed.  “So much money wasted. If people were
more efficient Malaysians would spend less
on travel.”

Fernandes bought ailing AirAsia in 2001,
quickly turning it around with his no-frills,
low-fare formula. AirAsia has put severe
pressure on inefficient MAS, which analysts
say is hampered by poor management,
bloated and demanding unions and govern-
ment interference. On Tuesday MAS also
reported its fourth straight quarterly loss
and warned of a “challenging” year ahead.

The airline has bled money in recent
years and announced a series of turnaround
plans, but the poor earnings have contin-
ued. “I wonder if it’s fair that Malaysia Airlines
can lose so much money and protect its
market share. Can only do that with taxpay-

ers money,” Fernandes tweeted.  The outspo-
ken Fernandes also took aim at Malaysian
regulators, implying they were seeking to
hinder MAS’s competition. “Imagine how
many jobs AirAsia could have created if
(there was) effective regulation. We have
done amazing. Unbelievable. Despite all the
roadblocks,” he said.

The two airlines briefly buried the hatch-
et in 2011, when Fernandes agreed to a
strategic tie-up aimed at helping to revive
struggling MAS. But the deal was called off
just months later, with Fernandes faulting
“massive” MAS union resistance to reform
and hinting at deep problems in the rival air-
line. AirAsia is currently at odds with govern-
ment-controlled airport operator Malaysian
Airport Holdings Berhad over a two-year
delay and cost overruns in the construction
of a new budget terminal outside the capital
Kuala Lumpur.

AirAsia is set to be the main presence at
the facility. Its current opening date is May 2
but recent media reports have suggested it
may yet be pushed back again. Fernandes
said MAHB “spends double what it could”.
AirAsia, which has some of the lowest unit
costs in the world, has raked in business
awards and accolades over the years, while
expanding aggressively. —AFP

AirAsia boss takes aim at 

rival, Malaysia regulators
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KUWAIT: Ali Alghanim & Sons Automotive - the official
importer for BMW Group vehicles in Kuwait - has further
diversified its range in the premium compact segment
with the introduction of the all-new BMW 2 Series Coupe.
Offering a combination of unbeatable driving dynamics
and appealing aesthetics, the BMW 2 Series Coupe is in a
league of its own. Replacing the BMW 1 Series, the nifty
new coupe will offer customer’s BMW’s signature driving
experience through a range of innovative driver assistance
systems and BMW ConnectedDrive infotainment features.

Commenting on the vehicles arrival in Kuwait, Yousef
Al-Qatami, General Manager, Ali  Alghanim & Sons
Automotive said: “2014 promises to be another exciting
year for Ali Alghanim & Sons Automotive and BMW, and we
are extremely excited and thrilled to start the year by
launching the all-new BMW 2 Series Coupe in Kuwait. This
vehicle will certainly redefine the premium compact seg-
ment and help us provide an exceptional option for
Kuwait’s discerning automotive market.”

The individual vehicle concept is underlined by its spe-
cific front and rear end design, dynamically stretched lines
and an almost 11-centimetre increase in body length over

the BMW 1 Series. Lines tapering down dynamically
towards the BMW kidney grille lend the front end of the
BMW 2 Series Coupe a forward-surging presence. The
modified contours of the headlight units narrow at their
inner extremes, while a standard accent strip - or, if the
optional bi-xenon lights are fitted, an LED accent light -
cuts across the top of the hallmark BMW twin circular
lights. 

The side view of the BMW 2 Series Coupe sees signature
brand features like a long bonnet, short overhangs, set-
back passenger compartment and Hofmeister kink. The
rear of the BMW 2 Series Coupe is a broad and powerful
affair, an impression reinforced by the single-piece light
units reaching far into the car’s flanks in the L-shape famil-
iar from other BMW models. An unmistakable night design
is provided by the likewise L-shaped LED rear light strips
within the units. 

BMW Sport Line
Available as an alternative to standard specification for

the BMW 2 Series Coupe, BMW Lines offer harmoniously
coordinated exterior and interior design and equipment

features. Both lines include 17-inch light-alloy wheels in
exclusive designs, ambient lighting with variable use of
colors and special seat upholstery, interior trim strip and
car key designs.  Once chosen, the BMW Sport Line brings
a high-gloss black finish for the outer air intake surrounds,
the front of the kidney grille bars, the cross rib in the centre
air intake and the rear apron, emphasizing the dynamic
credentials of this two-door newcomer.  When the BMW
Modern Line is selected it serves the cause of progressive
elegance through the use of matt aluminum for the design
elements mentioned above and a body-colored paint fin-
ish for the cross rib in the centre air intake.

Also available from the launch of the BMW 2 Series
Coupe is the M Sport package which has been developed
specially for the model. This option comprises bespoke
suspension tuning, optional 18-inch M light-alloy wheels in
double-spoke design, aerodynamically optimized body
elements, plus a special design for the BMW kidney grille
and an exhaust tailpipe embellisher in high-gloss chrome.

Connectivity with added variety
With the BMW 2 Series Coupe’s ConnectedDrive func-

tionality, drivers can travel better, arrive more relaxed
and take advantage of an on-board mobile office, info-
tainment systems and get connected through social
media functionality. Special driving features include a
rain sensor  with automatic  headl ight  ac t ivat ion,
Adaptive Headlights including cornering light, variable
headlight distribution and adaptive headlight range
control for city and motorway driving. This model can
also be equipped with anti-dazzle High Beam Assistant,
Cruise Control, Park Assistant and the innovative Driving
Assistant option which comprises the camera-based
Lane Departure Warning and Collision Warning systems.

Power to suit individual needs
The all-new BMW 2 Series Coupe will be launched

with two power ful  engine var iants  with BMW
TwinPower technology. Topping the range will be the
M235i Coupe, a BMW M Performance model with a 3.0
liter six-cylinder engine, 326hp and pushing 240 kW
between 580 and 6000 rpm. It will be complemented by
the BMW 220i Coupe four-cylinder engine with 135
kW/184 hp. 

Ali Alghanim & Sons launches all-new BMW 2 Series Coupe 

WASHINGTON: Raising the US minimum
wage would lead to the loss of about half a
million jobs by late 2016 but lift almost a mil-
lion Americans out of poverty, the
Congressional Budget Office forecast in a
report on Tuesday that reignited debate over
one of President Barack Obama’s top priorities
this year. Buoyed by polls showing three-quar-
ters of Americans in favor of a minimum wage
hike, Obama and his fellow Democrats advo-
cate raising the minimum hourly wage to
$10.10 from the current $7.25 in a move to
boost the stagnant wages of millions of low-
income workers.

In the long term, Democrats also want to
tie future minimum wage increases to infla-
tion, avoiding the legislative fights over wages
for lower-paying jobs. The Obama administra-
tion challenged the CBO’s estimates on poten-
tial job losses, citing the findings of a large
group of private economists who saw little or
no negative impact from a minimum wage
hike. White House Council of Economic
Advisers Chairman Jason Furman said CBO’s
report failed to take into account that higher
wages would make more workers more pro-
ductive and save employers money through,
for example, lower absenteeism in the work-
place.

Republicans in Congress and allies in the
business community have long argued that
minimum wage hikes encourage employers
to shed workers to help offset higher salaries,
and have vowed to fight the move ahead of
the congressional elections in November.
They quickly seized on one of the findings in
the CBO report: that raising the minimum
wage in three annual steps to $10.10 an hour
would result in about 500,000 jobs being lost
by late 2016. “With unemployment Americans’
top concern, our focus should be creating, not

destroying, jobs for those who need them
most,” said Brendan Buck, a spokesman for
House of Representatives Speaker John
Boehner, a Republican.

But Democrats also found something to
tout in the report, which found that a $10.10
minimum hourly wage would bring 900,000
people above the poverty threshold of
$24,100 a year for a family of four. Some
300,000 people would be lifted out of poverty
if the minimum wage were raised to $9 an
hour in two annual steps, CBO said. House
Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi said that
enacting the wage hike would put “more
money in the pockets of millions of con-

sumers, strengthening the economic security
of working families, and closing the opportu-
nity gap for those struggling most to make
ends meet.”

The non-partisan CBO also said that
increasing the hourly wage could reduce US
budget deficits by a small amount for several
years, though it would then increase them
slightly in later years. Nearly half of all US
states have enacted their own minimum wage
increases, with 21, plus the District of
Columbia, mandating an hourly minimum
wage higher than the current federal level.

Unemployment benefits battle
In the run-up to the November elections,

when the entire 435-member House and 36 of
100 Senate seats are up for grabs, Democrats
are making income inequality and stagnant
wages a centerpiece of their campaigns. The
Democratic-controlled Senate could debate
minimum wage legislation as early as next
month, according to leadership aides. CBO
estimated that families in poverty would see a
total $5 billion increase in real income with a
minimum wage of $10.10 an hour and $1 bil-
lion under a $9 hourly wage.

Altogether, 16.5 million workers would see
their earnings rise with a $10.10 hourly wage,
while 7.6 million would benefit at the $9-an-
hour wage, according to the CBO report.
Besides arguing for a minimum wage
increase, Democrats also have been calling for
a renewal of federal unemployment insurance
benefits, which expired at the end of
December. Republicans have blocked renew-
ing the temporary benefits aimed at those
without a job for extended periods in the
aftermath of a deep economic recession,
arguing that job creation steps instead of sub-
sidies were needed.

The US unemployment rate currently sits
at 6.6 percent, down from a post-recession
high of 10 percent in 2009 but still painfully
high. Senate Republicans and Democrats so
far have failed to reach a compromise on the
benefits. Noting the difficulties in projecting
the employment impact of a minimum wage
increase, CBO said, “There is about a two-
thirds chance that the effect would be in the
range between a very slight reduction in
employment and a reduction in employment
of 1.0 million workers” under a $10.10 hourly
wage. At a minimum hourly wage of $9, CBO
estimated, the employment picture could
range from a very slight increase to a loss of
200,000 jobs.— Reuters

US minimum wage hike would 

kill jobs but alleviate poverty

Around 500,000 jobs could be lost by 2016

WASHINGTON: Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid, D-Nev
speaks on Capitol Hill in Washington. President Barack
Obama is working to put two major emerging trade deals
with Europe and Asia on a ‘fast track’ to passage. — AP

US trade bills divide 

Obama, Democrats

WASHINGTON: The White House says it will continue to press
Congress for authority to speed approval of trade deals even as
election-year politics makes the task harder. The Obama adminis-
tration is engaged in two difficult trade negotiations, one with
Japan and 10 other Pacific nations, and the other a proposed
trans-Atlantic deal with European Union nations. The trans-Pacific
talks are closer to completion.

President Bill Clinton used such so-called “fast-track” powers to
push through the North American Free Trade Agreement among
the US, Canada and Mexico in 1993. President George W Bush
used fast-track authority to push through Congress the Central
American Free Trade Agreement in 2005. The fast track process,
more formally known as “trade promotion authority,” empowers
presidents to negotiate trade deals and then present them to
Congress for up-or-down votes, with no amendments allowed.

Such trade deals have always been more popular with
Republicans than Democrats. That’s largely because business
interests aligned with Republicans have always formed the core
support for efforts to expand trade, while labor unions traditional-
ly supportive of Democrats claim trade deals like NAFTA have cost
US jobs, helping to send them overseas. Politically, what it means
is that Republican House Speaker John Boehner is on President
Barack Obama’s side this time. Fast-track critics Senate Majority
Leader Harry Reid and former House Speaker Rep. Nancy Pelosi,
the Democratic congressional leaders, are working against the
president from their own party.

Against fast track
The day after Obama asked for fast-track authority in his State

of the Union policy address to Congress last month, Reid asserted:
“I’m against fast track. ... Everyone would be well-advised just to
not push this right now.” White House spokesman Jay Carney said
Tuesday that despite such objections from Democratic leaders,
“we’re going to continue to press for this priority.” Carney was
asked whether recent generally pessimistic-sounding comments
on prospects for fast track by Vice President Joe Biden to a
Democratic conference could be taken as recognition by the
White House that the trade legislation wasn’t going anywhere
anytime soon. Carney said no but added that the administration is
“mindful ... that there are differing views in both parties, not just
the Democratic Party” on the subject. But opposition to the trade
deals is more pronounced on the Democratic side. Late last year,
151 House Democrats, roughly three-quarters of the chamber’s
Democratic membership, signed a letter to Obama signaling their
opposition to granting him fast-track trade authority.

In the past, Obama has not been an ardent supporter of the
fast-track process. Even without fast track, Obama was able to win
congressional passage of free-trade pacts with Colombia, Panama
and South Korea the old-fashioned way in 2011. And he has yet to
make a high-profile major push for renewal of the powers since
his State of the Union comments. If ratified, the proposals - the
Trans-Atlantic and Trans-Pacific Trade and Investment
Partnerships - would create the largest free-trade zone in the
world, covering roughly half of all global trade. But the free-trade
talks are generating strong emotions at home and abroad. Many
Democrats up for re-election in November are concerned about
lost jobs that are important to labor unions and are abandoning
Obama on this issue. Meanwhile, some European allies are push-
ing back, still peeved over recent disclosures of National Security
Agency surveillance of them. Obama had hoped an agreement
could be reached on the trans-Pacific talks before he visited Japan
and other Asian nations in April. But the trans-Pacific talks have
been complicated by disputes over environmental issues and
resistance in some Asian countries to a wholesale lowering of
trade barriers.—AP

KUWAIT: Amidst the February celebrations
and festive activities, Honda Alghanim stays
true to its commitment in satisfying its cus-
tomers by extending its special February
offer for a few more days before the holi-
days due to the positive response it received
during the initial five days of the campaign.
The offer includes a free service contract
valid for 3 years or 60,000 kilometers
(whichever comes first) on the 2014 Honda
Accord Sedan and Coupe as well as the
2014 Honda Odyssey.  

Honda Alghanim has taken this step in
an effort to grant individuals who purchase
new Honda car quality benefits that
enhances the Honda experience. One of the
featured Honda cars is the family-friendly
and spacious Odyssey, a luxurious vehicle
with power sliding side doors, lane watch
system, the ODMD touch screen system as
well as entertainment for passengers in the
backseat via a DVD player. 

Another featured car is the practical and
elegant Accord Sedan that merges comfort
and exceptional performance, both of
which suit the demands of those with a
modern, fast-paced lifestyle. The Accord
Sedan includes a navigation system,
rearview camera and engine start/stop but-
ton. The Accord Coupe, the third featured
vehicle, exhibits a sportier and dynamically
sleek allure that is visible with its comfort-
able power leather seats, ODMD touch

screen, lane watch system and dual LED
headlights. 

The exclusive offer provides customers
and Honda enthusiasts the chance to bene-
fit from the limited time promotion giving
people another reason to revel in the festive
month of national celebrations. Customers
are encouraged to take advantage from this
limited-time offer by visiting the Honda
showroom in Safat Alghanim. The show-
room is open from 8:30 AM until 10:00 PM
from Saturday to Thursday and from 9:30
AM until 10:00 PM on Fridays.

Alghanim Motors, the sole distributor of
Honda automobiles, power products,
marine and motorcycles in Kuwait is com-
mitted to providing customers with flexible
payment solutions, as well as offering com-
fortable amenities in its new service center
located in Shuwaikh. The Alghanim Motors
Service Center provides efficient and cost-
effective services at all times. 

The waiting lounge offers customers a
wide array of amenities such as an electron-
ic gaming area, digital satellite channels,
free wireless Internet access as well as relax-
ing massage chairs. Honda Alghanim’s cus-
tomers will also enjoy excellent customer
service, quality maintenance options and
competitive prices on genuine spare parts,
all of which are provided by a team of pro-
fessional and highly skilled technicians. For
more information call 1822777.

WASHINGTON: The US Federal Reserve on
Tuesday adopted tight new rules for foreign
banks to shield the US taxpayer from costly
bailouts, ceding only minor concessions despite
pressure from abroad to weaken the rule.
Foreign banks with sizable operations on Wall
Street such as Deutsche Bank and Barclays had
pushed back hard against the plan because it
means they will need to transfer costly capital
from Europe. The Fed, which oversees foreign
banks, gave them a year longer to meet the
standards, and applied it to fewer banks than in
a first draft, but the rule was largely unchanged
from when it was first proposed in December
2012. “The most important contribution we can
make to the global financial system is to ensure
the stability of the US financial system,” Fed
Governor Dan Tarullo, in charge of financial reg-
ulation, said in a speech at a board meeting at
which the Fed unanimously adopted the rule.
The reform is designed to address concerns that
US taxpayers will need to foot the bill if
European and Asian regulators treat US sub-
sidiaries with low priority when rescuing one of
their banks.

The largest foreign banks, with $50 billion or
more in US assets, will need to set up an inter-
mediate holding company subject to the same
capital, risk management and liquidity standards
as U.S. banks, the Fed said. The Fed broke with its
tradition of relying on regulators abroad in over-
seeing foreign banks after the 2008 financial cri-
sis, during which it extended hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in emergency loans to overseas

banks. “(The rule reduces) the likelihood that a
banking organization that comes under stress in
multiple jurisdictions will be required to choose
which of its operations to support,” Fed staff said
in a document.

Discriminatory measures
Europe has warned of tit-for-tat action, with

European Union financial services commissioner
Michel Barnier saying in October that the bloc
would draw up similar measures if the Fed
pushed ahead with its plans.  “It’s too early to
give a detailed response,” Barnier said in an
emailed statement. “In any case, we can certainly
not accept discriminatory measures that would
treat European banks less favourably than
American banks.” The Fed estimated that
between 15 and 20 foreign banks will need to
set up an intermediate holding company after
the cutoff was raised to $50 billion of assets in
the United States, from $10 billion in the pro-
posed rule. The Fed also gave foreign banks a
year longer to meet the requirement to set up
the new structure, with the new deadline set as
July 1, 2016. Both changes had been widely
expected in the market. The new structure gives
banks less flexibility to move money around
than under the current rules, which let banks use
capital legally allocated in their home country.
The Fed has taken a tougher stance than others
on some of its bank capital rules. It has, for
instance, proposed a leverage ratio - a hard cap
on borrowing - of 6 percent of assets, well above
the 3 percent global requirement. —Reuters

WASHINGTON: Sen Tom Harkin, D-Iowa speaks with reporters on Capitol Hill in
Washington. Boosting the federal minimum wage as President Barack Obama and con-
gressional Democrats are proposing would increase earnings for more than 16.5 million
people by 2016 but also cut employment by roughly 500,000 workers, Congress’ nonpar-
tisan budget analyst said. — AP 
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TOKYO: A man talks on the mobile phone in front of an electronic stock
board of a securities firm in Tokyo. —AP

LONDON: Hesitant share investors kept a wary eye on
interest rates in China while the euro left the dollar in its
wake yesterday after soft US economic data argued
against any rapid withdrawal of Federal Reserve stimulus.
The action was light, with European shares barely budg-
ing in early trading after a month when the region’s
stocks have dropped seven percent and then climbed
back up again. In the currency market, the euro was hold-
ing on to broad-based gains at $1.3755, having stretched
as far as $1.3769 overnight, its highest in seven weeks
and breaching a key resistance barrier at $1.3740.

It was also firm at 140.52 yen, while the dollar eased
back to 102.14 yen and sterling regained some of the
ground it had conceded on Tuesday awaiting the publi-
cation of minutes from the Bank of England’s last meet-
ing. “The euro strength over the last few days has been
more of a process of elimination rather than fundamental
euro area strength,” said Alvin Tan, an FX strategist at
Societe Generale in London. “The US data has been weak
over the last couple of weeks and the UK inflation num-
ber yesterday helped kick euro-sterling higher.”

Dealers have been surprised by the euro’s resilience

given speculation the European Central Bank would have
to ease policy further to avert the risk of deflation. But
with the euro-zone economy sustaining signs of a slow
pick-up, wagers on a move next month have been cut.
“One could expect that if the real economy is getting up
and if we see that in Germany wage increases are quite
substantial, there might be a certain self-correcting trend
(in inflation),” ECB member Ewald Nowotny told Reuters
in an interview. “So we will see whether this needs some
specific action or whether ... there would be a merit for
waiting.” 

Stock buyers hesitant; euro holds gains
China’s central bank stirs anxiety; European shares steady

LONDON: Gold edged down yesterday as
investors reaped profits after a rally to 3-1/2
month highs and as the dollar steadied ahead
of the Federal Reserve’s minutes of its January
meeting, while Asian physical buying sub-
sided. “The market is very cautious as it is
awaiting the Fed minutes to be released later
today and there is also lower demand out of
China and Asia in general,” MKS SA senior vice
president Bernard Sin said. “Based on the
technical environment though the rally may
not be over, because the short-term trend is
still bullish and we are building higher lows ...
at times, it looks overbought but any retrace-
ment looks healthy.” 

Spot gold eased 0.1 percent to $1,319.40
an ounce by 1102 GMT. Bullion has risen
around 9 percent so far this year and touched
$1,332.10 an ounce on Tuesday, the strongest
since Oct 31, before shedding gains.
Technically, near-term resistance levels for
spot gold stand at $1,338 and the July high of
$1,348, analysts said. US gold futures slipped
0.4 percent to $1,319.30 an ounce. Investors
have been seeking shelter in gold on fears of
slowing growth in China and as a string of US
data showed the world’s largest economy had
been hit by cold weather.

Tuesday’s New York manufacturing and US
housing data were the latest numbers out of
the United States to disappoint investors,
increasing pressure on the dollar, which hit its
lowest level for the year against a basket of
currencies, before regaining some ground.
The numbers bolstered the case for the

Federal Reserve to be patient in its tapering of
its huge bond-buying program, ahead of the
release of minutes from its January policy
meeting when it opted to trim asset buying
by another $10 billion. The minutes are due
later.

Earlier this month, new Fed Chair Janet
Yellen indicated that the central bank was still
inclined to keep tapering. In other markets,
European equities were in a hesitant mood as
investors kept a wary eye on interest rates in
China. “Outlook wise, we continue to remain
fairly constructive on gold over the short-
term, although we have to suspect that the
bulk of the price climb is likely behind us,” INTL
FCStone analyst Edward Meir said in a report.

ETF flows
Holdings of the largest gold-backed

exchange-traded fund (ETF), New York’s SPDR
Gold Trust, fell 0.63 percent on Friday from
Thursday, and the largest silver-backed ETF,
New York’s iShares Silver Trust, decreased 0.59
percent during the same period. Premiums
for gold bars in Hong Kong were steady at
$1.30 to $1.70 an ounce over the spot
London prices Silver fell 0.4 percent to $21.79
an ounce. Platinum lost 0.1 percent to
$1,417.94 an ounce, while palladium was up
0.1 percent to $734.47 an ounce. The plat-
inum market was also awaiting a joint brief-
ing of the chief executives of the world’s top
three platinum producers at 1300 GMT as a
strike over wages at their operations in South
Africa grinds on. —Reuters

Gold inches lower

LONDON: Brent oil held above $110 a barrel
yesterday, underpinned by political concerns
in Africa and Venezuela, while a fresh bout of
freezing weather kept US crude near a four-
month high. An unusually cold winter in North
America has sapped heating oil supplies and
buoyed prices. Weekly data due today should
show a 1.8 million barrel drop in US distillates
stocks, according to a Reuters poll. 

US crude touched an intraday high of
$103.14 a barrel, close to the high of $103.25
reached in the previous session. The contract,
which expires today, was up 35 cents at
$102.78 a barrel by 1055 GMT. Brent crude fell
back 20 cents to $110.26 after settling on
Tuesday at the highest level this year. “It’s very
cold on the east side of the US and crude
stocks are falling and the forecast still looks
very cold for the next six-to-10-day period,”
said Bjarne Schieldrop, an analyst at SEB in
Oslo. 

Crude inventories at Cushing, Oklahoma,
the delivery point for West Texas Intermediate
(WTI) contracts, have fallen by 1.4 million bar-
rels since last Tuesday, traders said, citing a
report from industry intelligence provider
Genscape. TransCanada’s Gulf Coast pipeline is
diverting crude from the US Midwest to the
Gulf Coast. This has narrowed Brent’s premium
to WTI by more than $6 since the start of the
year to about $8 a barrel. The American
Petroleum Institute’s weekly petroleum stocks
report will be delayed by one day, while the

Energy Information Administration’s report will
be released today at 11 am EST.

Risk watch
Political factors pushed Brent oil to its high-

est close this year on Tuesday. Internal strife in
South Sudan and Libya disrupted oil supply,
while protests in Venezuela raised concerns.
“Venezuela is for now only under street
protests, but those protests are starting to be
large and we have to keep in mind that the
riots, chaos and deaths in Ukraine also initially
started with just street protests,” said Olivier
Jakob, an analyst at Petromatrix. “The
Venezuelan risk factor cannot be discounted.”
In Libya, oil output was down at 375,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd) on Tuesday as protests con-
tinued to affect a pipeline from the major El
Sharara field, a National Oil Corporation
spokesman said.  

Libyan militias stepped up pressure on
Tuesday, demanding that parliament hand
over power immediately. South Sudanese
rebels said they had seized control of the capi-
tal of the oil-producing Upper Nile state on
Tuesday, an assault that the government said
breached a ceasefire and which casts doubt
over planned peace talks. Six world powers
and Iran began substantive talks on Tuesday in
pursuit of a final settlement on Tehran’s con-
tested nuclear program in the coming months,
despite caveats from both sides that a break-
through deal may prove impossible. —Reuters

Supply risks keep 

Brent above $110

China wary
In Asia, Japan’s Nikkei pared its early losses to

end off 0.5 percent, battling to maintain the
momentum of Tuesday’s 3 percent rally which fol-
lowed a decision by the Bank of Japan to expand a
scheme to encourage more bank lending. Seoul
lost 0.4 percent, but Sydney edged higher on solid
earnings results, while emerging markets focused
on unrest in both Ukraine and Thailand. 

Dealers had also kept a careful eye on China’s
central bank after it drained funds from the money
market on Tuesday, though it took no new action
yesterday which helped the Shanghai market
bounce by 1.1 percent. The People’s Bank of China
(PBOC) is trying to engineer a gradual upward shift
in the cost of money to encourage companies to
deleverage and discourage high-risk shadow bank-
ing activity. Investors are anxious in case the tight-
ening goes too far and hurts economic growth,
concerns that have periodically put pressure on
currencies and shares across the Asian region.

Fed minutes
Wall Street was expected to see another sub-

dued day later with futures prices pointing to 0.1
percent dips for both the S&P 500 and the Dow
Jones Industrial indexes. Weaker-than-expected
data on New York manufacturing and US housing
on Tuesday added to the case for the Federal
Reserve to be patient in reducing its bond-buying

and pushed Treasury yields lower, so undermining
the dollar’s interest rate advantage.  Yields on the
benchmark 10-year US Treasury note eased a few
basis points to 2.70 percent in Europe with bench-
mark German Bunds mirroring the move.

Later, the Fed will release minutes of its
January policy meeting when it decided to trim its
monthly asset buying by another $10 billion. Fed
Chair Janet Yellen has since indicated that the cen-
tral bank was still inclined to keep tapering,
though markets assume the run of soft data will
encourage patience in its efforts. Figures from the
US Treasury on Tuesday hinted at one possible
reason for the euro’s performance in the FX mar-
ket - an outflow of almost $120 billion from US
assets in December.

In contrast, the euro-zone attracted inflows into
stocks of 111 billion euros. At the same time, the
euro-zone enjoyed a record current account sur-
plus of 216 billion euros in 2013, while the United
States ran up a deficit of almost $400 billion. In
commodity markets, gold slipped to $1,320.85 an
ounce after running into selling at a 3-1/2-month
peak of $1,331.10. US crude rose to a fresh four-
month high on forecasts of lower crude and oil
products stockpiles due to new pipeline capacity
and robust winter demand. Nymex crude futures
were 20 cents higher at $102.63, having jumped
2.4 percent on Tuesday, while Brent crude edged
down 37 cents to $110.09 a barrel. —Reuters



B U S I N E S S

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014

ABU DHABI: For years, Abu Dhabi’s real
estate market has paled next to its more
dynamic, glamorous rival in neighboring
Dubai. But that may be changing as Abu
Dhabi engineers a market recovery that could
attract billions of dollars of fresh foreign
investment. Real estate prices in Dubai
jumped over 20 percent last year, analysts
estimate, as the emirate rebounded from a
crash in 2008-2010 which slashed prices by
more than 50 percent from their peaks.
Equally dramatic, though less well publicized,
was last year’s rebound in Abu Dhabi’s prop-
erty market, which suffered similar damage
during the global financial crisis.

Prime residential sale prices in Abu Dhabi
jumped 25 percent and rentals climbed 17 per-
cent in 2013, real estate advisory firm Jones
Lang LaSalle estimated. Real estate services firm
Asteco said apartment sales prices rose 29 per-
cent in the fourth quarter of last year over the
same period of 2012. Much of Dubai’s recovery
has been due to an influx of foreign money as
the emirate’s trade and tourism industries
boom. By contrast, Abu Dhabi’s rebound
appears to have been triggered by clever gov-
ernment intervention in the market.

By altering the dynamics of its property
market, the emirate’s government may suc-
ceed in making Abu Dhabi real estate more
competitive with Dubai and lure some of the
money pouring into the United Arab Emirates
from the Gulf, India, China and elsewhere. “A
cross section of investors are focused on Abu
Dhabi - people from Dubai with cash are

coming here because yields are stronger,”
Gurjit Singh, chief development officer at
Aldar Properties, Abu Dhabi’s largest real
estate developer, said last week.    

Population
Abu Dhabi and Dubai have similar popula-

tions of just over 2 million, but Dubai has tra-
ditionally had a much more active and open
real estate market. This is partly because Abu
Dhabi developers have focused on villas for
rich locals, limiting supply of high-end apart-
ments favored by foreign investors. The short-
age may explain why, according to Jones Lang
LaSalle, average apartment prices are 1,190
dirhams ($325) per square foot in Abu Dhabi,
only marginally below 1,220 dirhams in Dubai.
Regulation and bureaucratic red tape have
also put off some investors in Abu Dhabi, as
has the emirate’s conservative cultural envi-
ronment compared to freewheeling Dubai.

While there are no comprehensive, reli-
able figures for foreign investment in the
UAE’s property sector, real estate firms and
bankers estimate billions of dollars have
poured into Dubai over the past decade,
while Abu Dhabi may have attracted less than
half its neighbor’s total. But a series of steps
taken by Abu Dhabi authorities over the past
18 months appear to be changing the pic-
ture. Firstly, the government gave Abu Dhabi
public sector employees living outside its
borders until September 2013 to relocate
within the emirate or face losing their hous-
ing allowances.

Surge in demand
This took aim at thousands of people living

in Dubai and commuting to work in Abu
Dhabi. Although concrete figures for how
many families moved in response to the poli-
cy are not available, property agents say there
was a surge in demand for Abu Dhabi hous-
ing, driving rents up; some people are still in
the process of relocating, government officials
say. Last November, Abu Dhabi scrapped a 5
percent cap on annual rent increases. This
made investment in property more attractive;
since then, some landlords have hiked rents
by as much as 50 percent.

“When rents go up, you find tenants
change to investors and that is happening in
Abu Dhabi,” said Masood Al Awar, chief execu-
tive of Tasweek, an Abu Dhabi-based property
developer, adding that enquires from
investors in zones of Abu Dhabi where for-
eigners are allowed to buy property were
increasing. Last month, Abu Dhabi
Municipality announced that residential units
in those zones would be registered under Abu
Dhabi’s freehold law, with property ownership
deeds issued to investors. Officials have still
not explained exactly how the registration
system will work and it appears that Abu
Dhabi’s definition of “freehold” is narrower
than the comprehensive, permanent owner-
ship meant by the term elsewhere in the
world.

However, the announcement was viewed
as an effort by the emirate to make its proper-
ty market more welcoming to foreign

investors. Previously, most investment in Abu
Dhabi has involved legally less definitive sales-
purchase agreements rather than title deeds,
experts said. In the last few years, Aldar and
some other real estate developers operating
in Abu Dhabi, such as Tamouh and Manazel,
have announced more of the kind of high-end
apartment projects which could appeal to for-
eign investors, suggesting they are alert to this
source of demand. 

The bubble
Abu Dhabi must still meet several condi-

tions to become a top destination for interna-
tional property investment, analysts say.  One
is for the emirate to show that its real estate
developers can manage supply and demand
to avoid a repeat of the kind of imbalances
which contributed to the crash several years
ago. Supply began to rise rapidly last quarter;
around 10,000 housing units were delivered
last year and twice that number will be deliv-
ered in 2014, according to estimates by prop-
erty consultants Cluttons. The total housing
stock in locations monitored by Jones Lang
LaSalle is around 218,000 units.

To absorb the new supply, Abu Dhabi will
need to keep expanding its population. Its
huge oil sector creates wealth but does not
lure many of the foreign professionals who
can be expected to buy homes in the emirate;
so it will need to create more private sector
jobs in areas such as banking and tourism.
“The next development boom will be led by
construction. If a glut of supply comes, we

need to see a big change in demand.  After
that what we need is a long-term job genera-
tion,” said David Dudley, regional director for
Jones Lang LaSalle.

Abu Dhabi is in a strong growth phase,
with the economy officially forecast to grow
6.7 percent this year after 7.4 percent in 2013,
so for now, job creation may not be a prob-
lem. But more steps to clarify and flesh out the
regulatory environment will also be needed,
lawyers and property developers said. “We
need additional decrees to clarify the law” on
freehold registration, said Fouad Barbar, part-
ner at Bin Shabib & Associates & Legal
Consultants. “Call it leasehold or freehold,
what is needed is a registration process with a
registrar, a strata law and a mortgage law.
Having these will boost the market.”

Government officials and executives at real
estate companies say authorities plan further
steps to oversee the rental market, to prevent
the recent lifting of rent caps from causing
excessive volatility that could drive away ten-
ants. Abu Dhabi Municipality declined to com-
ment, but one such initiative is the imminent
launch of a residential property rental index
that would create zones for rent levels in the
emirate, local daily Al Itihad reported. “It is ear-
ly days but this was expected to follow after
the rent cap removal. It will protect landlords
and tenants and ensure uniformity in rents,”
said William Neill, head of Cluttons Abu Dhabi.
“As market regulations improve, Abu Dhabi
will see more foreign investment in the resi-
dential property market.” —Reuters

Abu Dhabi engineers property rebound 

Scrapping of rent cap encourages investors

ZURICH: Nestled between the peaks of the
Swiss Alps, the Hotel Schweizerhof has provided
rooms for weary skiers and hikers for more than
a century, profiting like scores of other business-
es from Switzerland’s close ties to Europe. But a
shock vote last week to cap all immigration to
the landlocked country and introduce quotas for
those from the European Union, now threatens
to cut the hotel off from the pool of workers on
which it relies.

“Switzerland is too small, we don’t have
enough qualified people here - not in tourism,
not in the health sector, not in other industries,”
said Andreas Zuellig, manager of the hotel,
which stands in the Swiss ski resort of
Lenzerheide and draws around 40 percent of its
staff from the EU. In a country that depends
heavily on foreigners in all sectors of the econo-
my, Zuellig is not alone in worrying about the
consequences of the referendum, which the
Swiss government opposed but must now write
into law within three years. In addition to the
Swiss tourism industry, the financial services and
scientific sectors, which together account for
nearly a fifth of gross domestic product (GDP),
have been spooked by the vote.

Scienceindustries, the business association
that groups the Swiss pharmaceutical, chemical
and biotechnology companies, says nearly one
in two workers in the sector are EU citizens.
“Long term, it could mean that we invest and
hire less in Switzerland and more in our opera-
tions outside of Switzerland,” said Paul
Verbraeken, a spokesman for Evolva, a maker of
ingredients for the health and cosmetics indus-
try which employs around 50 people in
Switzerland, two-thirds of them from the EU.

Ruedi Noser, chairman and majority owner of
Noser Group, a producer of software for the
telecommunications and other industries,
echoed that view, saying his company was likely
to step up its foreign expansion in the wake of
the vote. “It was already clear that we had to
expand abroad before, but the vote certainly
underscores the importance of doing so for our
company,” said Noser, who employs 420 people
in Switzerland, 70 in Germany, ten in North
America and around seven in Asia. Analysts at
Credit Suisse estimate that the Swiss economy
as a whole could generate 80,000 fewer jobs
over the next three years as a result of the refer-
endum.

Funding fears
Immigrants have helped drive the Swiss suc-

cess story, including Swatch founder Nicolas
Hayek who was born in Lebanon, and German-

born Henri Nestle, who founded the world’s
largest food and beverage company. At bio-tech
start-up InSphero, a producer of 3D cell struc-
tures used to test drugs in pre-clinical trials,
around 80 percent of the people applying for
current vacancies are non-Swiss, its German
founder and CEO Jan Lichtenberg said.
Lichtenberg is not only worried the extra red
tape from quotas will make it harder to hire top
talent, but also concerned about counter-mea-
sures from the EU throwing up another unwel-

come hurdle for exporters.
“If you take everything together, such as the

strong Swiss franc and then the additional
export and import costs, it ’s not helping
Switzerland as a competitive economy,” said
Lichtenberg, whose firm makes around 50 per-
cent of its revenues in Europe. He is also con-
cerned that the company, which gets around 1
million francs in funding from the EU, may be
excluded from future funding rounds, if
Switzerland’s bilateral agreements with the 28-
member bloc unravel.

On Sunday,  the European Commission
announced it was postponing negotiations

with Switzerland on its participation in multi-
bi l l ion dollar  research and educational
schemes, which allocate grants to fund science
projects in areas such as information technolo-
gy, health and nanosciences.  “Everything
that’s not going to market in the next 12-18
months is currently research that’s funded by
European projects.  If we were cut out of that it
would mean that we would have to look for
money from other sources,” he said.

Still, some Swiss firms see a silver lining in

the vote. Annette Heimlicher, chief executive
of Contrinex, a maker of sensors for factory
automation, says the current system makes it
difficult to employ non-EU specialists, a prob-
lem because it sells a large amount of goods
to Asia. “If we focus on Europe and hiring
Europeans, we won’t be competitive in Asia in
years to come,” said Heimlicher, whose com-
pany employs more than 500 people, includ-
ing specialist engineers and product man-
agers from Asia. She hopes the referendum
can lead to a more efficient system which
boosts recruitment of people from outside
the EU. —Reuters

Swiss companies fret over 

immigration vote backlash 
Banking, pharma sectors rely heavily on foreign workers

ATHENS: A woman walks by a homeless man and a wall with text reading ‘Good luck’
in Athens. Crisis-hit Greece has taken a step closer to recovery with official data
showing that the six-year recession choking the country was easing faster than
expected. —AFP

PARIS: French President Francois Hollande (right) holds a meeting with
German Chancellor Angela Merkel (2nd left) at the Elysee Palace in Paris yes-
terday. Hollande has asked the European Union to put in place targeted
sanctions against Ukrainian leaders by today. —AFP

BERLIN: Germans, once a nation of ardent auto-
mobile enthusiasts, are not buying cars as much
as they used to. Instead, they’re sharing them. The
country has become the world’s biggest user of
one-way car sharing plans, where people can find
a vehicle using their smartphone, drive it across
town and leave it there without having to return
it to a central base. The powerful auto industry
first ignored the trend, but is now jumping on
board. Some companies are betting big on car
sharing, not just for short trips within cities, but
also for longer ones between them.

It follows a culture shift in the country that
invented the automobile, where cars were once
commonly described as the Germans’ “favorite
child.” Excellent public transport, high fuel prices
and a strong environmental movement mean
that for many Germans the car has become an
expendable accessory, or at worst an expensive
liability. New vehicle registrations fell below 3 mil-
lion last year, continuing a two-decade decline.
Meanwhile, the average age of buyers rose above
52 for the first time, compared with an average
age of 46 in the mid-1990s. “The young buyers
are dying off,” said Ferdinand Dudenhoeffer, who
heads the University of Duisburg-Essen’s Center
for Automotive Research.

As a result, the auto industry has embraced
car sharing as a means of reaching a younger
generation for whom the idea of owning a vehi-
cle is as outdated as their parents’ record collec-
tion. “I want to pay for things when I use them,”
said Martin Blankenstein, a 35-year-old manage-
ment consultant who uses several different car
sharing companies. For decades such services
were station-based. Vehicles could only be picked
up in certain places and had to be returned to the
same location. But six years ago car sharing took
a different turn, with the launch of the first one-
way offers.

These flexible services have spread to major
cities across Europe and North America thanks to
the adoption of smartphones, and have really
taken off in Germany, where more than half of all
the journeys were booked last year. Using a
mobile app, customers can find a nearby car,
book it at short notice, drive it across town and
leave it there without having to return to the
starting point. Billing is by the minute. Twenty
minutes of use will typically cost 4-6 euros ($5.50-
$8.20) with fuel, insurance and parking included.
All-day rates range from 39-59 euros for most
flexible car sharing services.

What might seem like a costly extravagance
for regular users can become attractive for people
who rarely use a car. Advocates say the cost tends
to be half of what a taxi would charge for the
same journey. On Tuesday, Daimler launched a
new option for its Car2Go short-term rental serv-
ice that allows customers to take one of its
Mercedes-Benz B-class vehicles from Berlin to
Hamburg, or vice versa, and leave it there. The
move marks a departure for Car2Go, which until
now has only offered two-seater Smart cars for its
600,000 customers to zip around within 25 cities
across Europe and North America.

Daimler is following in the tire tracks of
DriveNow, a joint venture between its rival BMW
and car rental firm SIXT, which began offering a
similar service between Cologne and Duesseldorf
last year. “We’re responding to requests from our
customers, who say they occasionally need a big-
ger car that they can take outside the city bound-
aries,” said Marcus Spickermann, the head of
Daimler Mobility Services GmbH, which operates
Car2Go. The success of car sharing in Berlin, with
its trend-setting image, has attracted foreign
manufacturers such as Citroen. The French
automaker launched its Multicity electric car shar-
ing service in the German capital. —AP

As German car sales drop, 

industry bets on sharing

KUWAIT: Behbehani Motors Company is celebrating
another record year of excellent results and remark-
able achievements in both the Porsche and
Volkswagen brands in Kuwait. Established by late
Morad Yousef Behbehani in 1956, Behbehani Motors
Company has been the sole distributor for Porsche
and Volkswagen vehicles in Kuwait for over half a cen-
tury. With a mission to deliver the highest level of cus-
tomer satisfaction and the highest valued products
and services in the automotive industry in Kuwait,
Behbehani Motors Company has maintained a com-
mitment to being a leader in quality service and con-
tinuously exceeds customer expectations. 

Evident of the company’s commitment to being an
automotive leader in Kuwait, Porsche Centre Kuwait
marked a 35% increase in sales for 2013, reaching a
remarkable mark of 1,500 new Porsche vehicle deliver-
ies to customers across the German sports-automak-
er’s range: Boxster, Cayman, 911, Cayenne and
Panamera vehicles. Porsche Centre Kuwait also led the
region in the sales of the 911, Cayman and Panamera
models, showcasing the importance of the Kuwaiti
market within the GCC.

In addition, Volkswagen Kuwait witnessed a 30%

increase over 2012, hitting an unprecedented mark of
3,381 vehicles sold across the German powerhouse
brand’s large line-up of vehicles, including the
Volkswagen Golf, Jetta, Passat, Tiguan, and Touareg.
Moreover, Touareg sales ranked the highest in the GCC
region in 2013. Volkswagen Kuwait also marked an
impressive worldwide success by being the only deal-
ership regionally to receive the prestigious Diamond
Pin Award which is the highest award presented by
Volkswagen factory in Germany. In addition
Volkswagen Kuwait also ranked as the number one
pre-owned dealership through adopting the Das Welt
Auto standards.  

Commenting on the exceptional year Behbehani
Motors Company has enjoyed, Mike Ellenthorpe,
Behbehani Motors Company Group General Manager,
stated: “We would like to sincerely thank all our cus-
tomers for their trust in our products and services;
2013 has been a phenomenal year for the Porsche and
Volkswagen teams and Behbehani Motors Company
overall. The performances speak for themselves, show-
ing the group has maintained a commitment to
improving and upholding all aspects of the company’s
offerings, whether it has been in customer service,

sales & aftersales, or marketing”.
Ellenthorpe added “Behbehani Motors Company

will continue to uphold this commitment and our val-
ues, and strive to improve even further on our 2013
achievements in 2014, such as receiving the Porsche
Middle East Marketing Excellence Award & Aftersales
Award for a third consecutive year in a row, and
achieving an increase in vehicle sales and customer
satisfaction levels for both Porsche and VW brands”.

Behbehani Motors Company remains dedicated
towards striving for excellence through investing in its
people and facilities, ensuring that customers receive
professional and efficient service. As part of this vision,
the company is currently undergoing the develop-
ment of a new 22,000sq meter service centre and
17,000sq meter body shop, each to deliver top-level
service experiences for both the Porsche and
Volkswagen brands. The company also has plans to
inaugurate the biggest VW showroom in the world
here in Kuwait with an estimated size of 5,000sq
meter. Porsche Centre Kuwait will furthermore be see-
ing evolvement in an extension to the new car show-
room and the addition of a new standalone pre-
approved showroom.

Behbehani Motors celebrates 

outstanding achievements
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SINGAPORE: Russia and Iraq are boosting crude
shipments to a Chinese market where oil
demand is growing at its slowest in more than
20 years, forcing rival suppliers to divert cargoes
elsewhere. The redirected shipments from Latin
America, Africa and some Middle Eastern pro-
ducers that were originally expected to go to
Chinese refineries will drag on benchmark prices
this year, and state oil companies have already
started cutting official selling prices in their
search for buyers. 

Russia’s Rosneft, backed by its government to
push East Siberian oil to Asia, and Iraq, armed
with big discounts and easy terms, have landed
contracts that will raise their combined ship-
ments nearly 50 percent more than China’s
import demand is forecast to grow in 2014. With
state refiner PetroChina  and oil major BP Plc
also delaying or dropping refinery projects in
China due to worries about demand growth,
sellers will be scrambling for shares in a market
smaller than they had anticipated.

“Lots of people all around the world want to
sell crude to Asia, and there may not be enough
demand for everyone,” said Andrew Reed at
Energy Security Analysis, Inc. China’s oil demand
rose just 1.6 percent last year, its slowest pace

since 1992. Its crude imports grew 4 percent,
their slowest since at least 2007, according to
Reuters data, and down from a rise of more than
17 percent in 2010. Although top China oil com-
pany China National Petroleum Corp (CNPC) has
said the nation’s crude imports will rise 7.1 per-
cent this year, or about 370,000 barrels per day
(bpd), the bumps in Russian and Iraqi supplies
would more than match that increase.

Russia’s biggest oil producer Rosneft, which
supplied over 300,000 bpd to China in 2013, will

ship an additional 180,000 bpd this year, with
China-bound exports eventually to rise to more
than 900,000 bpd. “It’s a logical move. Russia is
simply trying to secure a long-term offtaker of its
crude,” Reed said. As Iraq pushes hard to raise its
market share in China and Asia, it is set to
become China’s second-largest crude supplier
this year by increasing shipments by 68 percent
to 882,000 bpd. Last year, Iraq passed Iran to
become China’s fifth-largest supplier after cut-
ting its official selling prices for its main crude
Basra Light.  

Fight for share
China’s increased imports from Russia and

Iraq only intensifies the fight for Asian market

share among other oil exporters. Producers in
Latin America and Africa are already offering
steeper discounts to Asian buyers as import
needs in their traditional US and European mar-
kets drop. “As the Atlantic basin needs less and
less oil, crude from Latin America, Africa and
Russia will have to find a new home,” said Jeff
Brown of FG Energy.

‘They’re looking to Asia’
This prospect of oversupply and ongoing

slow growth in China prompted investment
banks such as Goldman Sachs and Barclays in
December to lower their oil price forecasts for
2014. Dutch bank ABN AMRO in January cut its
average Brent price for this year to $95 a barrel
from $100.  “Oil oversupply is here to stay, at
least in the next few years, outpacing the rise in
demand and thus keeping oil prices under pres-
sure,” it said in a research note. This month, how-
ever, the International Energy Agency (IEA)
became the third major forecaster to say that
global oil use would be higher than expected
this year due to economic growth in the United
States and Europe.

Oil inventories are also at their lowest since
2008 because of stronger-than-expected
demand and supply problems in a number of
OPEC countries, the IEA said. Still, the bump in
supplies to China from Russia and Iraq look
especially bad for Latin American exporters, who
had been looking to Asia as surging US shale oil
output robs them of decades-old customers. By
the end of the first quarter, shipments of Latin
American crude to China are likely to have fallen
by 10 percent from a year earlier to around
504,300 bpd, according to data compiled by
Thomson Reuters. Compared with the first quar-
ter of 2012, that volume would mark a fall of
about 25 percent.

Latin American producers deliver a set vol-
ume of crude and products to China under
annual deals, and Chinese companies some-
times launch tenders to resell a portion of them,
after factoring in domestic requirements. “If
China’s oil demand slows down, resales of
Venezuelan and Ecuadorian crude and products
will increase,” said a trader working in a private
firm and involved in PetroChina’s sales. All
Ecuadorian fuel oil  being delivered by
Petroecuador to PetroChina, some 100,000 bpd,
is currently being resold by PetroChina, and it
also frequently resells crude and different
Venezuelan refined products, the trader said.
Shipments of West African grades to China are
also likely to fall in January and February versus
a record in November, although it is too early to
say if the drop reflects a decline in China’s
appetite for the crudes.  —Reuters

Russia, Iraq squeeze other 

oil suppliers out of China 

Latin America, Africa volumes to China drop

TRIPOLI: Libyan army soldiers stand guard at a petrol station in the capital Tripoli.
Libya is immersed in an oil crisis unprecedented since the closure this summer of key
oil sites, depriving the state of most of its revenue, three years after the revolution
that toppled the regime of Muammar Gaddafi. —AFP

KUWAIT: At the beginning of year 2014,
Boubyan Bank (The Best Islamic Up-And-Comer
Bank in the World) obtained a PCI-DSS
Certification - an international accreditation of
the Bank for customers’ payment and card data
security. GM - Banking Operation Group Fahad A
Al Fouzan commented on this achievement say-
ing: “This represents a new success added to the
continuing successes of Boubyan Bank with
regard to the security and confidentiality of our
customers’ data, the fact that manifests our care
for the protection and confidentiality of cus-
tomers’ data on one hand, and on the other hand
shows our incessant efforts to keep pace with
the latest international standards in information
security and confidentiality technology.”

Record Timeframe
Al- Fouzan pointed highlighted that Boubyan

Bank succeeded in obtaining the PCI-DSS
Certification within a record timeframe as a result
of the dedication and continuous efforts of dif-
ferent departments in coordination with the
project team throughout a whole year, the fact
that shows staff adherence to Team Work as a
core value for Boubyan Bank. Al-Fouzan added:
“Other banks take from 3 to 4 years in average to
obtain this international certification, and even
more some do not manage to obtain it due to
the stringent standards and requirements”.

On his part, Mr. Nitin Bhatnagar (Head-

Business Development CEMEA) said: “PCI-DSS is
amongst the most stringent technical security
standard considered across the globe. SISA
team has worked very closely with IT Project
management department in the bank to ensure
implementation of practical and cost effective
solution in certifying with the PCI-DSS standard
Ver 2.0”. “This was possible only through SISA
years of experience, technical expertise and
pool of seasoned qualified security assessors
(QSA). PCI-DSS is an internationally recognized
certification for customers’ cards data security,
and is a standard for the security and confiden-
tiality of data in the institutions handling differ-
ent payment cards data.

SISA is a leading institution in the region that
grants this certification after conducting audits
on all systems, operations and processes to verify
their compliance with the international stan-
dards in this area. SISA is accredited by PCI
Security Standards Council, which is an interna-
tional agency established by American Express,
Discover Financial Services, JCB International,
MasterCard, Visa Worldwide, and Visa
International. The PCI-DSS compliance initiative
always help in building and maintaining a secure
network, protect cardholder data, maintain a vul-
nerability management program, implement
strong access control measures, regularly moni-
tor and test networks and maintain an informa-
tion security policy.

Boubyan Bank obtains 

PCI-DSS Certification

KUWAIT: Growth in bank credit accelerated to
8.1% year-on-year despite the relatively mod-
erate gain in December. Credit closed the year
on a solid note, reflecting the gradual recovery
in lending. Base effects pushed growth higher
due to a weak figure a year ago in December
2012.

The gain in bank credit in December was a
soft KD 73 million, which followed November’s
modest figure. It was the non-financial busi-
ness sector which again pulled the numbers
down with a drop in credit. However, there has
been a clear acceleration in business credit
during 2013. Meanwhile, consumer lending
recorded a stronger gain than in recent
months, though we expect the sector to main-
tain a moderating growth trend.

Household debt 
Household debt (personal facilities ex-

securities) was up KD 128 million, its strongest
gain in three months. Growth accelerated
slightly to 16.2% year-on-year. The sector has
seen growth moderate from the middle of
2013, a trend we expect to continue during
2014.  Non-bank financials saw an unusual but
small  gain in credit  fol lowing months of
deleveraging; credit to the sector was up by
KD 11 million. Still, deleveraging is likely to
continue this year despite the positive figure
during the month, albeit at a slower pace.

All remaining credit was down KD 66 mil-

lion in December, though year-on-year growth
gained thanks to the base effects. Growth in
2013 rose to 6.9% (7.9% if credit for securities
trading is excluded). The real estate sector was
the only source of growth in December with a
KD 99 million gain. Industry, trade and “other”
sectors all saw declines. Credit for the pur-
chase of securities was also down KD 24 mil-
lion. Money supply (M2) growth slowed to
9.5% year-on-year despite a healthy gain in
private deposits of KD 233 million driven by
strong gains in foreign currency deposits and
more modest KD deposit gains. M1 growth
eased to 12.4%.

Deposit  rates on dinar t ime deposits
remained mostly unchanged in December
though they are down compared to the end of
2012. During the year, the sector average 12-
month deposit rate saw the largest decline of
157 basis points (bps) to 1.12%. The average
rate on six-month deposits was 105 bps lower
than a year before at 0.94%. Shorter term
deposits saw smaller declines in rates with the
one-month and one-week down by only 15
bps and 17 bps, respectively.

By contrast, local interbank deposits saw
rates rise during 2013 after hitting record
lows in 2Q13. The average one-week and
one-month interbank rate (KIBOR) rose by
around nine bps during the year to 0.46%
and 0.57%, respectively. The overnight rate
gained four bps. 

Credit improves to 8% on 

stronger business lending

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
yesterday announced the three lucky win-
ners in Al Jawhara weekly draws during the
month of February. NBK has re-launched Al
Jawhara account by offering customers
more chances to win bigger prizes; KD
5,000 weekly, KD 125,000 monthly and a
grand prize of KD 250,000 quarterly.
Ahmad Yousef Mohammed Al Nasrallah,
Jasem Mohamed Abdulla Al Jaafar and
Wael Bader Yousef Al Majed each won KD
5,000.

The winners expressed their gratitude
and thanked NBK for its great services and
promotions. Al Jawhara is one of Kuwait’s
leading cash prize accounts offering
numerous benefits to its customers. Not
only is it an interest-free account with regu-
lar deposit and withdrawal privileges, it
also entitles account holders to enter the
weekly, monthly and quarterly Al Jawhara
draws. 

Each KD 50 in an Al Jawhara account
entitles the customer to one chance in any
of the draws. All prizes are automatically
credited to the winners’ accounts the day
after the draw.  The more money held in Al
Jawhara account, the greater the chances
of winning. Al Jawhara account is available

to both Kuwaitis and expats and can be
opened at any of NBK’s branches in Kuwait.
For further information visit www.nbk.com,
or call Hala Watani at 1801801. 

NBK announces the 

Al Jawhara winners

SINGAPORE: Chinese low-cost carrier
Spring Airlines is set to make an order for
up to 30 Airbus A320 aircraft worth $3 bil-
lion at list prices, the company’s chairman
said, amid an expected surge in budget
flights in China. The airline hopes to divide
the order between the current model of
the Airbus A320 and the re -engined
A320neo, Wang Zhenghua said in an inter-
view on the sidelines of a regional low-
cost airlines conference in Singapore. 

Shanghai-based Spring, which has a
fleet of 40 A320s, is the largest dedicated
budget carrier in China. Its success, and a
relaxation of airline regulations by the
Civil Aviation Administration of China
(CAAC) in 2013, have paved the way for
competitors to enter the low-cost market
in the country. Spring wants to start tak-
ing deliveries from the new order from
2015. The new aircraft will replace existing
planes and add capacity in the Chinese
domestic market. “We are looking to make
a large purchase,” said Wang. “Now is the
time for additional growth.” China’s airline
market, which is dominated by state-
owned carriers l ike Air  China,  China
Eastern Airl ines and China Southern
Airlines, is seen as being on the brink of a
low-cost travel boom. 

This is due to the large number of air-

ports that are being developed to connect
hundreds of its cities, and the growing
demand for air travel within the country
for both leisure and business. Spring had
been prevented from ordering new air-
craft in 2012 and 2013 by the CAAC, which
was concerned about over-capacity and
competition in the Chinese domestic mar-
ket. Those restrictions were lifted in late
2013, said Wang. The CAAC has also
rescinded a rule that prevented airlines
from offering discounted fares, allowing
the airline to offer even cheaper fares to
stimulate the market, he added.

This has resulted in several  new
entrants coming into the low-cost market.
China Eastern is converting its Beijing-
based subsidiary China United Airlines
into a low-cost carrier, while the HNA
Group, which owns Hainan Airlines and
Hong Kong Airl ines,  is  conver ting
Chongqing-based subsidiary West Air into
a low-cost carrier (LCC). “We believe that
by early 2015, there will be four to five
LCCs in China. There will be a lot of com-
petition and we must be prepared for
that,” Wang said. “The regulatory authori-
ties will be monitoring the entry of the
new players, but I think there will be a big
impact on the airline industry. Without a
doubt, there will be a price war.” —Reuters

China budget carrier Spring 

eyes $3 billion A320 order

SINGAPORE: An Airbus A350-900 is displayed on the tarmac during the
Singapore Airshow. Airbus on February 12 received its first order of the year
for its flagship A380 when leasing firm Amedeo signed an $8.3 billion deal
for 20 of their superjumbos. —AFP
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CHICAGO: Doctor ratings are less popular than
those of toasters, cars and movies when it comes to
online consumer sites. That’s according to a survey
that found most adults hadn’t checked online physi-
cian reviews - and most said a conveniently located
office and accepting patients’ health insurance was
more important. Still, the sites do appear to be sway-
ing opinions. About a third of patients who viewed
online sites sought out or avoided physicians based
on their ratings.

The findings come from a nationally representa-
tive Internet-based survey of 2,137 adults. Results
were published online Tuesday in the Journal of the
American Medical Association. The 2012 survey may
overestimate awareness among the general popula-
tion, since about 1 in 5 Americans don’t have Internet
access. But the researchers attempted to compen-
sate for that by providing free Internet-connected
computers for consumers without access.

The results suggest that online doctor ratings
have gained popularity since earlier surveys.  That’s a

concern since there’s no way to know if a review is
real or fake, or what might have motivated the
reviewer, said lead author Dr. David Hanauer, a pedia-
trician and associate professor at the University of
Michigan.

More than one-third of those surveyed had
checked out online reviews for movies, restaurants,
appliances or electronics, and more than 1 in 4
viewed online car ratings. But less than 1 in 5 said
they had viewed online physician ratings.

Consumer reviews of doctors’ can be found on
dozens of online sites, including some that only rate
doctors and others like yelp.com that cover a
panoply of goods and services. Most reviewers don’t
include their full names or remain anonymous.

Some doctors who oppose the idea make their
patients sign “gag orders” agreeing not to post com-
ments about them online. Hanauer said he doesn’t
do that. He added that he hasn’t found any reviews
of himself online.

The American Medical Association - the nation’s

largest physicians’ group - is wary of the sites.
“Anonymous online opinions of physicians should be
taken with a grain of salt, and should certainly not be
a patient’s sole source of information when looking
for a new physician,” Dr. Ardis Dee Hoven, AMA’s pres-
ident, said in a statement.

Hanauer questioned whether doctors should be
subject to “crowdsourced” reviews like other com-
modities. He said doctors risk getting bad reviews for
sound medical advice simply because patients don’t
agree with it. For example, antibiotics only fight bac-
teria but parents often want pediatricians to pre-
scribe them for kids’ colds or other viruses. Doctors’
refusals might result in a bad review, but that would
be misleading, he said.

Roberta Clarke, a Boston University health care
marketing specialist, said there’s no reason that doc-
tors shouldn’t be the focus of consumer reviews, but
that online sites need to do a better job of providing
meaningful information.

There are no standards, some sites charge a fee to

look at doctor reviews, and sites that use stars or
checkmarks don’t always explain what’s being rated,
Clarke said.

Oliver Kharraz, founder of ZocDoc.com said his
New York-based site avoids the pitfalls of many by
offering more than just reviews. Patients can sched-
ule appointments on the site with doctors who pay
to be listed, and only patients who make appoint-
ments are allowed to give reviews. Patients also get
suggested topics for review including bedside man-
ner and waiting times. “The review needs to be done
right in order for it to make sense,” he said. Lori
Goldstein, a beauty salon owner in Chicago’s sub-
urbs, said she has used online ratings sites to help
find doctors for her mother and herself, and has writ-
ten bad online reviews for her fathers’ doctors
because she thinks they give him too many prescrip-
tions. “I wanted to warn people,” she said. But
Goldstein said consumers have to be smart about
using online doctor reviews. “You have to be careful
because you can’t believe everything,” she said. — AP

Online MD reviews: Cars, movie sites more popular

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Saturday, Feb 8, 2014 photo, Fanya Young, right, and other par-
ticipants work on their computers during a coding and team formation session at
FinCapDev San Francisco Hackathon in San Francisco. A record 1,500 hackathons around
the world are planned for this year, up from just a few dozen in 2010, and their focus is
broadening from developing lucrative apps to solving problems with coding for an array
of issues including dental, fashion, immigration, transgender and social justice. — AP

Computer whizzes brainstorm 
for cash at ‘hackathons’

BATH: Some of the Navy’s futuristic weapons
sound like something out of “Star Wars,” with
lasers designed to shoot down aerial drones and
electric guns that fire projectiles at hypersonic
speeds.

That future is now. The Navy plans to deploy
its first laser on a ship later this year, and it
intends to test an electromagnetic rail gun pro-
totype aboard a vessel within two years. For the
Navy, it’s not so much about the whiz-bang
technology as it is about the economics of  such
armaments. Both costs pennies on the dollar
compared with missiles and smart bombs, and
the weapons can be fired continuously, unlike
missiles and bombs, which eventually run out.

“It fundamentally changes the way we fight,”
said Capt. Mike Ziv, program manager for direct-
ed energy and electric weapon systems for the
Naval Sea Systems Command.

The Navy’s laser technology has evolved to
the point that a prototype to be deployed
aboard the USS Ponce this summer can be oper-
ated by a single sailor, he said. The solid-state
Laser Weapon System is designed to target what
the Navy describes as “asymmetrical threats.”
Those include aerial drones, speed boats and
swarm boats, all potential threats to warships in
the Persian Gulf, where the Ponce, a floating
staging base, is set to be deployed.

Rail guns, which have been tested on land in
Virginia, fire a projectile at six or seven times the
speed of sound - enough velocity to cause
severe damage. The Navy sees them as replacing
or supplementing old-school guns, firing lethal
projectiles from long distances.

But both systems have shortcomings. Lasers
tend to loser their effectiveness if it’s raining, if
it’s dusty, or if there’s turbulence in the atmos-
phere, and the rail gun requires vast amount of
electricity to launch the projectile, said Loren
Thompson, defense analyst at the Lexington
Institute.

“The Navy says it’s found ways to deal with
use of lasers in bad weather, but there’s little
doubt that the range of the weapon would be
reduced by clouds, dust or precipitation,” he said.

Producing enough energy for a rail gun is
another problem. The Navy’s new destroyer, the
Zumwalt, under construction at Bath Iron Works
in Maine, is the only ship with enough electric
power to run a rail gun. The stealthy ship’s gas
turbine-powered generators can produce up to
78 megawatts of power. That’s enough electrici-

ty for a medium-size city - and more than
enough for a rail gun.

Technology from the three ships in that DDG-
1000 series will likely trickle down into future
warships, said Capt. James Downey, the program
manager.

Cost-prohibitive 
Engineers are also working on a battery sys-

tem to store enough energy to allow a rail gun
to be operated on warships currently in the fleet.
Both weapon systems are prized because they
serve to “get ahead of the cost curve,” Ziv said.

Each interceptor missile aboard a US Navy
warship costs at least $1 million apiece, making
it cost-prohibitive to defend a ship in some hos-
tile environments in which an enemy is using air-
craft, drones, artillery, cruise missiles and
artillery, Thompson said.With a laser operating
on about 30 kilowatts of electricity - and possi-
bly three times that in the future - the cost

amounts to a few dollars per shot, Thompson
said.  The “Star Wars” analogy isn’t a bad one.

Just like in the movies, the Navy’s laser directs
a beam of energy that can burn through a target
or fry sensitive electronics. Unlike the movie, the
laser beam is invisible to the human eye.  The
targeting system locks onto the target, sending
a beam of searing heat. “You see the effect on
what you are targeting but you don’t see the
actual beam,” Ziv said.

Other nations are developing their own
lasers, but the Navy is more advanced at this
point.Most folks are stunned to learn the tech-
nology is ready for deployment, Ziv said. “It’s fair
to say that there are other countries working on
this technology. That’s safe to say. 

But I would also say that a lot of what makes
this successful came from the way in which we
consolidated all of the complexity into some-
thing that can be operated by (a single sailor),”
he said. — AP

American Navy ready to 
deploy laser for first time

‘That future is now’

SAN DIEGO: In this July 30, 2012 photo provided by the US Navy, a laser weapon sits temporar-
ily installed aboard the guided-missile destroyer USS Dewey in San Diego. The Navy plans to
deploy its first laser on a ship in 2014, and intends to test an electromagnetic rail gun proto-
type aboard a vessel within the following two years. — AP

ISTANBUL: In this Feb 8, 2014 file photo, people hold a banner that reads “we resist
against bans “ as they protest against Internet restrictions in Istanbul, Turkey. Media
reports say close to 80,000 people have stopped following Turkey’s president
Abdullah Gul on Twitter after he signed a controversial bill increasing government
controls over the Internet into law yesterday. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: SocialRadar is a new mobile
application that could become a cool way to
find nearby friends and discover other interest-
ing people living or working in the same neigh-
borhood. Or it could just end up being another
creepy example of how digital devices are mak-
ing it easier for our whereabouts to be tracked
by just about anyone, including strangers.

Here’s how SocialRadar works: After receiv-
ing permission to tap into your existing connec-
tions on Facebook and other online networks,
the app plots the locations of friends and family
members, as well as SocialRadar users you don’t
know. You can choose how far you want
SocialRadar to look, from several hundred feet
to around the whole world.

Sometimes, SocialRadar identifies the loca-
tions of friends and family based on geographic
information posted on a social network, such as
a check-in from a San Francisco bar. Those
friends and relatives don’t have to be
SocialRadar users.

More often, SocialRadar simply keeps tabs
on other SocialRadar users based on their
iPhone’s location, as long as their privacy set-
tings allow the surveillance. This means
SocialRadar users also will see the locations of
complete strangers who also have installed the
app.

It’s still too early to conclude whether
SocialRadar will emerge as a friendship magnet
or a stalker’s best friend. So far, the iPhone app
has been downloaded by fewer than 100,000
users since its release in late January. Other ver-
sions of SocialRadar are in the works, including
an app tailored for Google Glass, an Internet-
connected headset that perches a thumbnail-
sized display screen above the user’s right eye.
Besides Facebook, SocialRadar also pulls infor-
mation from Twitter, Foursquare, Instagram,
LinkedIn and Google Plus.

SocialRadar is run by Michael Chasen, who
founded education software maker Blackboard
and sold the company for $1.6 billion in 2011 to
Providence Equity Partners. So far, Chasen has

raised nearly $13 million from venture capital-
ists and other early investors backing
SocialRadar’s attempt to make it easier to set up
lunch or an impromptu meeting with a friend
who just happens to be a few blocks away.

“I think people will be surprised to find out
how much serendipity they have been missing
in their lives until they use this app,” Chasen
said. SocialRadar also provides insights into oth-
er SocialRadar users you don’t know. In theory,
this is supposed to make it easier to strike up
new friendships when you spot people near
your office or home who share your tastes or
may have attended the same college.

By introducing strangers with common
interests, SocialRadar eventually hopes to
morph into its own social network, so it won’t
have to rely so heavily on the connections
already made in other online services.

To its credit, SocialRadar provides easily
accessible settings to restrict who can see your
whereabouts and peruse your profile. A scroll-
ing dashboard at the top of the home screen
makes it easy to toggle from a “public” setting
that makes you visible to anyone on the app to
“friends only” or even to “anonymous” or “invisi-
ble.” SocialRadar’s profile settings also enable
users to conceal their ages and other personal
details.

Managing these privacy controls seems par-
ticularly important for the minors who are
allowed to use SocialRadar. Like Facebook,
SocialRadar is available to anyone 13 and older.
Like most parents, I worry that many teens
won’t fully understand the importance of limit-
ing when and where their locations can be
tracked.

Mostly out of curiosity about what might
happen, I have been allowing my whereabouts
to be constantly seen on SocialRadar. But the
app hasn’t opened any new doors yet. Perhaps
that will change if SocialRadar catches on with
more people. For now, though, I am mostly see-
ing the locations of a lot of strangers who seem
to have little in common with me.—AP

SAN JOSE: It used to be that “hacking” was just
a type of crime, a computer break-in. But today,
the term is also part of a growing - and perfectly
legal - mainstay of the tech sector.

Computer programming competitions
known as “hackathons” have spread like viruses
in recent years as ways for geeks, nerds and
designers to get together to eat pizza, lose
sleep and create something new.

The formal, marathon group brainstorming
sessions are focused on everything from devel-
oping lucrative apps to using computer code to
solve the world’s problems. This year a record
1,500 hackathons are planned around the
globe, up from just a handful in 2010.

“A hackathon is the fastest way to actually
do something about an idea,” said Nima
Adelkhani, organizer of the weekend-long Hack
for Peace in the Middle East competition in San
Francisco this month.

Law enforcement has not abandoned the
term. Dozens of federally convicted “hackers”
are serving prison sentences for computer fraud
and other cybercrimes. And the Justice
Department’s cybercrime budget this year is $9
million to target offenses that include “hacking.”

But the new uses have popped up with
increasing frequency since a pair of tech events
in 1999 where developers worked together to
write programs. Yahoo gets recognition for the
first official hackathon in 2005. And Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg has been largely credited
with helping broaden the definitions by urging
his staff to “hack” by “building something quick-
ly or testing the boundaries of what can be
done.” A new Facebook option that went live
Thursday allowing users more than 50 ways to
identify their gender beyond male and female
was conceived during a company hackathon
four months ago. This month, the first global
hackathon for Black Male Achievement was
held in Oakland, Calif. Music Hack Day is coming
in Tokyo and Hackomotive competitors will
develop apps in Santa Monica, Calif., that make
it easier to buy and sell cars.

During these sorts of tech-heavy, weekend
competitions, teams of computer program-
mers, software engineers and developers hud-
dle over monitors for hours, working up new
apps for smartphones or other devices. A panel
of judges selects winners, and prizes are usually
awarded. “Developers are a rare breed where
they get paid a lot of money to do this job dur-
ing the week, and they enjoy it so much they
want to do it more on the weekend,” said Jon

Gotfriend, who’s been going to hackathons for
more than three years.

As such events have become more popular,
a set of rules has coalesced. Teams are typically
made up of a handful of people. Designs, ideas
and even mock-ups can be worked on in
advance, but everyone starts writing code at
the same time. And teams own whatever they
come up with.

The opening stages of a hackathon can be
exciting as challenges, prizes, teams and judges
are introduced. But within hours there’s a quiet
buzz and lots of keyboard clicking as program-
mers make their ideas a reality.

Participants arrive with sleeping bags,
deodorant, toothbrushes, pillows and laptops.
By morning’s wee hours, pizza, energy drinks
and bean bag chairs are in hot demand. Candy
of all kinds is consumed, and by the time the
buzzer goes off after 24 or 48 hours, most par-
ticipants are disheveled and a little loopy.

Like the tech industry itself, hackathon par-
ticipants are mostly men. But some organizers
are trying to change that. There was an unusual-
ly high number of women at a hackathon at the
AT&T Developer Summit in Las Vegas last
month after organizers promised $10,000 extra
to any team with a majority of females. It
worked; both winning teams were led by
women. But in every other way, the event was
typical.

“There are just four important things you
need for a hackathon: food, wifi, power and
people,”  said hackathon aficionado Mike Swift.
“When you have those, people want to build
together.” Swift went to his first hackathon in
2010. At an event a few months later, he and his
friends created Hacker League, a program that
helps organizers coordinate their events online.
“Since then hackathons have totally exploded,”
he said. In December, Intel purchased Hacker
League for an undisclosed amount.

Another well-known hackathon success sto-
ry is GroupMe, a free online chat program
inspired by a project conceived during a New
York competition in 2010 and acquired by
Skype in a reported $85 million deal. But as
these think sessions have grown from dorm
room all-nighters to high-stakes events, prob-
lems have arisen. In December, San Francisco-
based Salesforce.com took heavy criticism from
participants after it awarded a $1 million
hackathon prize - the largest such reward to
date - to a former employee who had used pre-
existing code during the competition.—AP

Philippine leader
defends 

controversial
‘cyber libel’ law

MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino yester-
day defended a controversial cybercrime law penalising
online libel, a day after the top court upheld its legality in
a setback for campaigners who argue it could curb
Internet freedom. The Cybercrime Protection Act was
passed in 2012 to stamp out online scourges such as
fraud, identity theft, spamming and child pornography,
but its implementation was suspended after coming
under challenge from various groups.

However the Supreme Court on Tuesday ruled that
one of its most controversial provisions, the section
which penalises cyber libel, “is not unconstitutional”.
Aquino defended the ruling, saying the law would not be
used to stifle dissent in the Philippines, considered to be
one of Asia’s most freewheeling democracies.

“Will freedom of expression be stopped? I don’t think
that is the purpose of the law,” Aquino told reporters. “We
were taught in school that your rights end where they
impinge on the right of others.” Opponents say the law
gives the government sweeping powers to curb Internet
freedom due to provisions that impose heavy prison
terms for online libel-in a country where major protests
have been organised through Facebook and Twitter.

Aquino insisted that the law should apply equally to
digital platforms. “If there was libel on TV, said on radio
and written in the newspaper,  should that be exempted
in another format?” he said. “But I repeat, if you are saying
the truth, why would you fear libel?”

While the Supreme Court ruled against a provision
giving authorities sweeping powers to shut down web-
sites or record Internet traffic data in real time, it upheld
the online libel provisions. Critics fear the government
could misuse the law to go after journalists who report
on official corruption. “By extending the reach of the
antediluvian libel law into cyberspace, the Supreme
Court has suddenly made a once infinite venue for
expression into an arena of fear, a hunting ground for the
petty and vindictive, the criminal and autocratic,” the
National Union of Journalists of the Philippines said in a
statement.—AFP

Mobile app shows 
where to find friends
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KUWAIT: Dar Al Shifa Clinic recently announced
the arrival of one of Middle East’s leading celebri-
ty plastic surgeons and a member of the
Brazilian Society of Plastic Surgeries, Dr Toni
Nassar in Kuwait, who in turn conducted a work-
shop recently at Courtyard by Marriott Hotel, to
educate nearly 60 doctors from private and pub-
lic sectors on the latest breakthrough procedures
performed in plastic surgery. The partnership
with Dr Nassar reflects the clinic’s keenness to
continue to expand its scope of services in an
effort to provide comprehensive healthcare solu-
tions that accommodate its patients’ needs. 

Dr Toni Nassar, a recipient of the Helosia Bos
Prize in the field of reconstruction of the scalp
with expanders from the Association of the
Former-Students of Professor Ivo Pitanguy in
September 2000 is considered a valuable
resource of new age information. Dr Nassar’s
artistic abilities as well as his combined knowl-
edge to achieve superior results along with top-
quality medical care across the cosmetic surgery
field has earned him international recognition, in
which patients and prominent celebrity figures
from all over the world utilize his skills. In 2010,
Dr Nassar was nominated by French based TV
M6 as “The Plastic Surgeon of the Stars”, and has

participated in Miss Lebanon Elections 2008, in
which he was awarded with the title of “Beauty
Ambassador in Lebanon”. He was also featured
on renowned broadcast channels such as CNN,
M6, LBC and MTV.

Dr Nassar is also known for conducting a wide
range of comprehensive medical based cosmetic
procedures that include botox, lip, cheek and
facial surgeries, Nefertiti neck lift, non-surgical
face lifts; SMAS face lift, rhinoplasty, breast aug-
mentation, male breast reductions, and body
sculpting through buttocks augmentation. His
knowledge and professional skill set in utilizing
the latest in what modern science has achieved
as well as advanced medical technologies with
regard to stem cell technology for buttocks aug-
mentation, laser hair removal, women cosmetic
surgery, and skin treatments using plasma tech-
niques, was a clear indication of why patients
from around the globe appeal to him for their
preferences.

On this occasion, Dr Toni Nassar said: “It gives
me great pleasure to continue cooperating with
Dar Al Shifa Clinic through my frequent visits and
be able to contribute with my skills to help
patients in Kuwait achieve their desired results in
the field of cosmetic surgery. From beauty treat-

ments to plastic surgery, cosmetic medical care
today spans a wide range of procedures that can
help patients realize the best outcomes.
Together with the team at Dar Al Shifa Clinic, we
will continue to personalize beauty for our
patients and help them realize their full poten-
tial.”

Dr Bilal Sakr, Medical Director at Dar Al Shifa
Clinic said: “Dar Al Shifa Clinic stands by its objec-
tive of attracting the best known medical talent
such as Dr Toni Nassar, and am sure that his pres-
ence with us adds more value to the overall
medical structure of the clinic. Through his
recent studies and such workshops for the med-
ical field practitioners in Kuwait, we look forward
to meeting the best outcomes and patients’ con-
tinued trust across Kuwait and the GCC region.”

Dr Ghada Welwel, Dar Al Shifa Hospital’s
Strategy and Business Development Executive
also said: “Our collaboration with the Middle
East’s leading plastic surgeon is part of our
encompassing strategy to offer a comprehensive
healthcare approach to our patients and medical
practitioners in Kuwait. We are confident that Dr
Toni Nassar will maintain demonstrating exem-
plary results by using state-of-the-art techniques
coupled with a scientific-based approach.”

Dar Al Shifa Clinic hosts workshop on breakthrough plastic surgeries 

Dr Toni Nassar

WASHINGTON: Thanks to smart-
phones, email, video games and photo
sharing are available at the touch of a
finger.  But attach a special case and
that same phone can produce an elec-
trocardiogram (EKG) from the electrical
impulses in your hand and send it to a
doctor.

“It’s a neat little device,” says E.B. Fox,
who uses a heart monitor and app from
AliveCor to keep track of his arrhythmia.
The 57-year-old North Carolina resident
says he has been using the device since
October. If he thinks there is a problem,
he can email a reading to his doctor for
an evaluation. “I have no doubt it ’s
saved me one doctor’s visit at least,” said
Fox.

The heart monitor is just one exam-
ple of progress in the booming mobile
health-or mHealth-industry, which is
changing both the way doctors practice
medicine, and the way patients handle
medical decisions.”Mobile apps are one
of many mHealth tools that are helping
to engage consumers and patients in
their own health care,” David Collins,
senior director of the mobile division at
the non-profit Healthcare Information
and Management Systems Society, told
AFP.

Slashing health care costs 
Doctors and developers alike are

hoping that these mobile apps and
devices will lead to lower health care
costs. Health care businesses such as
hospitals and insurance companies tra-
ditionally focus on quantity, counting
the number of patients seen and proce-
dures done. But as the system shifts and
firms try to quantify the quality of care,
factors such as whether a patient
returns to the hospital within 30 days of
treatment come into play, and can affect
insurance payouts for care.  The idea is
that if patients track their own health,
using mobile apps and other tools, the
extra data can reduce the numbers of
doctor’s visits, and make each one more
effective.

The Scripps Translational Science
Institute in California is in the middle of
a study examining the relationship
between medical costs and mobile
medical devices, specifically in patients
with chronic conditions Participants

receive an iPhone and either a blood
pressure monitor, heart monitor, or glu-
cose meter to track their high blood
pressure, arrhythmia, or diabetes for six
months.

Lead researcher Cinnamon Bloss said
the team will be looking to see if by
monitoring their own symptoms,
patients can avoid unnecessary trips to
the doctor or emergency room, as Fox
has.

Patient compliance not easy 
A few months into the study, Bloss

has already noticed one longstanding

problem that persists despite the ease
of using mobile apps-patient compli-
ance.  “We’re offering a free phone and
device for a disease they already have,
but many people don’t want to be both-
ered, don’t want to take the time,” Bloss
said.

And according to Iltifat Husain, the
founder of the app review website
iMedicalApps.com, a lack of adherence
to treatment plans can have significant
financial and health-related conse-
quences.

“Patients who are non-compliant
end up costing us billions of dollars in
the health care system. I see it on a daily
basis,” he said at an event at the
Brookings Institution in Washington.

“I’ll see it in patients who come in in
essentially a diabetic coma because
they weren’t taking their medications
appropriately.”

Better apps 
As smartphones are increasingly a

part of everyday life, even for older
Americans, Husain says mobile health
tools are improving.  “The quality of
medical apps has grown tremendously
in the last year or two, due to people
having a higher medical app literacy,” he
told AFP.  That’s also due to the guide-
lines released by the US Food and Drug

Administration in September last year,
which Husain said were helping to ward
off the release of dodgy apps that could
put patients at risk.  “Initially you had
the Wild West-now you have a sheriff
who’s come to town,” Husain said.

But in a rapidly growing field that
allows massive amounts of data to be
collected, Husain offered a few words of
caution.

“Just because we can monitor vital
signs and other things doesn’t necessar-
ily mean we should. It doesn’t necessari-
ly mean that it leads to a better out-
come,” he warned. “As a society, we
need to figure out if we’re willing to
change the fundamental physician-
patient relationship.” — AFP

Medicine goes mobile with 
smartphone apps, devices

Smartphones increasingly a part of everyday life

KUWAIT: British Ambassador to Kuwait Frank Baker and
Sheikh Dr Ibrahim Al Duaij, governor of Ahmadi, attended
the grand opening of Genatak, the first center in Kuwait
specialized in genomic medicine. Located in the Mazaya
Complex in Jabriya, Genatak offers a full suite of diagnostic
tests that help patients identify genes that cause genetic
syndromes or illnesses. 

The state-of-the-art medical center offers DNA
sequencing that can detect genes associated with heredi-

tary breast cancer, other forms of cancer, cardiac risk fac-
tors as well as non invasive tests for Down’s Syndrome,
Trisomy and other prenatal tests. Genatak also provides
genomic medicine support for undiagnosed genetic disor-
ders as well as providing full disease risk profiles. 

Led by Fahd Al Mulla, director of Genatak and head of
Molecular Pathology at Kuwait University, Genatak offers
cutting edge technology to support preventive medicine
for Kuwait and the Middle East.

Genatak grand opening

CHICAGO: For many older Americans who lost jobs
during the recession, the quest for health care has
been one obstacle after another. They’re unwanted by
employers, rejected by insurers, struggling to cover ris-
ing medical costs and praying to reach Medicare age
before a health crisis.

These luckless people, most in their 50s and 60s,
have emerged this month as early winners under the
nation’s new health insurance system. Along with their
peers who are self-employed or whose jobs do not
offer insurance, they have been signing up for cover-
age in large numbers, submitting new-patient forms at
doctor’s offices and filling prescriptions at pharmacies.

“I just cried I was so relieved,” said Maureen Grey, a
58-year-old Chicagoan who finally saw a doctor this
month after a fall in September left her in constant
pain. Laid off twice from full-time jobs in 

the past five years, she saw her income drop from
$60,000 to $17,800 a year. Now doing temp work, she
was uninsured for 18 months before she chose a mar-
ketplace plan for $68 a month.

Americans ages 55 to 64 make up 31 percent of
new enrollees in the new health insurance market-
places, the largest segment by age group, according to
the federal government’s latest figures.  They repre-
sent a glimmer of success for President Barack
Obama’s beleaguered law.

The Great Recession hit them hard and for some its
impact has lingered. Ageing boomers are more likely
to be in debt as they enter retirement than were previ-
ous generations, with many having purchased more
expensive homes with smaller down payments, said
economist Olivia Mitchell  of  University of
Pennsylvania’s Wharton School. One in five has unpaid

medical bills and 17 percent are underwater with their
home values. Fourteen percent are uninsured.

As of December, 46 percent of older jobseekers
were among the long-term unemployed compared
with less than 25 percent before the recession. And
those financial setbacks happened just as their health
care needs became more acute.  Americans in their
mid-50s to mid-60s are more likely to be diagnosed
with diabetes than other age groups, younger or older,
accounting for 3 in 10 of the adult diabetes diagnoses
in the United States each year. And every year after
age 50, the rate of cancer diagnosis climbs.

The affordable coverage is “an answer to a prayer
really,” said Laura Ingle, a 57-year-old Houston attorney
who had been denied coverage repeatedly because
she has sarcoidosis, an autoimmune disease. She
recently had back surgery for a painful condition that’s
been bothering her for months.

One night in September,  64-year-old Glenn
Nishimura woke up with wrenching pain that sent him
to the emergency room. It was his gallbladder. A doc-
tor recommended surgery. Instead, Nishimura went
home. A consultant to nonprofit groups, he was self-
employed and uninsured.

“I checked myself out because I had no idea what
this was going to cost,” the Little Rock, Ark., man said.
“They didn’t want me to go, but they didn’t stop me.”
Nishimura lost his coverage after leaving a full-time
position with benefits in 2007, thinking he could land
another good job. The recession ruined that plan. After
COBRA coverage expired, he was denied coverage
because of high blood pressure and other conditions.

He made it until September without a major illness.
A second night of gallbladder pain and a chat with a

doctor persuaded him to have the surgery. After get-
ting the bills, he negotiated the fees down to $12,000,
which he considered “a big hit, but it could have been
worse.” The average cost of a gallbladder removal in
Arkansas was listed at three times that. Nishimura
dipped into his savings to cover the bill.

In December, he chose a bronze plan on the new
insurance marketplace that costs him $285 a month
after a tax credit. The deductible is $6,300, so he hopes
he doesn’t have to use his coverage.  He can get on
Medicare in April, just in time for his annual checkup.

“Now there’s the peace of mind of knowing the lim-
its of my obligation if I have catastrophic health
needs,” he said. Dr. Bernd Wollschlaeger said he’s
noticed a recent increase in patients in this age group
at his family practice in Miami. Lots of them have
untreated chronic conditions that have progressed to
an advanced stage.

“Many have delayed necessary treatments due to
costs and expect a total and quick workup on their
first visit,” he said, adding they want referrals to spe-
cialists and tests including colonoscopies and mam-
mograms.

The abundance of older patients signing up is no
surprise to the Obama administration, which conduct-
ed internal research last year that showed the “sick,
active and worried” would be the most responsive to
messages urging them to seek coverage.

Signing up younger, healthier enrollees is seen as
more difficult, but crucial to keeping future insurance
rates from increasing. The administration said those
age groups may put off enrolling until closer to the
March 31 deadline.

“We have always anticipated that those with more

health needs would sign up early on, and that young
and healthy people would wait until the end,” adminis-
tration spokeswoman Joanne Peters said.

Some of the ageing boomers were determined to
get coverage in the marketplace, despite repeated
problems and frustration with the federal website.

The hours spent online and over the phone paid off
for real estate agent Greg Burke and his beautician
wife, Pat. The empty-nesters qualified for a tax credit
that will lower their monthly health insurance premi-
ums by nearly half. The Burkes, from Akron, Ohio, are
among the 38 percent of marketplace enrollees in the
state between 55 and 64 years old. He’s 61 and had a
knee replaced six years ago.

They will now spend $250 a month for health insur-
ance,  “a huge savings,” Greg Burke said.   Their
deductibles also dropped from $2,500 each to $750
each, meaning they will pay less out of pocket.

In Miami, licensed practical nurse Marie Cadet, who
is 54, often works double shifts to make ends meet for
herself and her 12-year-old daughter. She had been
paying more than $150 a month for health insurance,
with a $3,000 deductible. In effect, she paid most med-
ical costs out of her own pocket,  including about $80
a month for blood pressure medicine.

After choosing a plan from the marketplace, Cadet’s
monthly payment dropped to $86 a month, with the
government kicking in $300. Her deductible fell to a
more affordable $900. “Now,” Cadet said, “I’m not
scared anymore.”. — AP

Older Americans are early winners under health law

This photo obtained February 6, 2014 courtesy of AliveCor, shows the AliveCor
Universal Heart Monitor on a mobile phone. Thanks to smartphones, email,
video games and photo sharing are available at the touch of a finger. But
attach a special case and that same phone can produce an electrocardiogram
(EKG) from the electrical impulses in your hand and send it to a doctor. — AFP
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DURBAN:  Carrying Zulu warrior shields and draped in
leopard skins, the men of South Africa’s Shembe Church
move hypnotically as they go through the steps of a tra-
ditional religious ritual.

But the striking spotted pelts around the dancers’
chests are slowly being swapped for synthetic faux fur-
thanks to a pact between conservationists and church
leaders. Leopard skins are a symbol of pride and royalty
in the Shembe religion, which was founded a century
ago in the country’s eastern KwaZulu-Natal region with
roots in Christianity and Zulu customs.

However, with the big cat populations threatened by
loss of habitat and poaching, Shembe leaders have
backed a cheaper and predator-friendly alternative that
still upholds tradition.

“The leopard skin has got a significance because it
shows power,” said Lizwi Ncwane, spokesman for the
church officially known as the Nazareth Baptist Church.
“For the past four months now, we have been using fake
skins because we are trying to bring awareness among
our people,” he told AFP.

Boasting more than five million members, tens of
thousands of faithful flock to a special service every
January where older men move to the rhythmic sound
of drumbeats and low trumpets.

“ That is the way we worship God, we worship
through prayers as well as dances,” said Ncwane. But
participants must wear the colourful ceremonial dress,
which includes a loin cloth of monkey tails, a leopard
skin belt, elaborate headgear with ostrich feathers and
above all a cape of leopard skin slung across their naked
chests.

“It represents being the king,” explained mineworker
Sphiwe Cele, who says he paid 4,500 rand ($412) for his
legally-hunted authentic leopard skin-a fortune for the
average South African.

“Of course we are not the king of the Zulu, but
Shembe said we are the kings of our homes, so we must
wear this today when we go to the traditional gather-

ing,” he added. In a country where leopard hunting per-
mits are only affordable for the very rich or foreign
tourists, conservation groups dispute that the trophies
worn at Shembe gatherings are legal.

‘Totally illegal’ 
“This is the biggest display of illegal wildlife contra-

band on earth,” said Guy Balme, Africa leopard pro-
gramme director with US-based conservation group
Panthera. “Everything you see here is totally illegal,” he
said at one of the dances as music rang out in the back-
ground. Most of the skins come from poachers in South
Africa and neighbouring Mozambique, Zimbabwe and
nearby Malawi, he said.

Listed as “near threatened” by the IUCN Red List of
Threatened Species, leopards number between 5,000
and 7,000 in South Africa today, according to conserva-
tion group Landmarks Foundation director Bool Smuts.

“They certainly are on a distinct decline,” he said, cau-
tioning that no official figures exist. To stem poaching,
Panthera in recent years  has worked to develop
authentic-looking fake leopard skins and to convince
the Shembe to use them.

Some less well-off dancers were already wearing a
form of fake fur with cow and impala skins painted with
leopard spots, said leopard programme coordinator
Tristan Dickerson. “So I thought, ‘well if I came up with a
realistic version, maybe we can introduce it to the
church’,” said Dickerson. The fabric is produced in China,
then shipped to Durban where it is sewn into the final
product.

“It has taken four years to get to the point where we
are now, where they are accepting the furs and they are
using them,” said Dickerson. Panthera aims to distribute
6,000 mantles by mid-2014 — free for now-and has
already given out a third of that.

About 10 percent of members’ furs are now estimat-
ed to be fake, since the church threw its weight behind
the initiative.—AFP

Zulu church embraces faux fur to protect leopards

DURBAN: Two boys among thousands of Shembe men, members of the Shembe Church (Nazareth Baptist Church), a tra-
ditionalist Zulu church, clad in leopard-skin dance during a ceremony to worship God on January 26, 2014 in Durban.
Leopard skins symbolise pride and royalty to the Nazareth Baptist Church, whose members are encouraged to don the
costly dress for customary rituals. But as lost habitat and poaching send the cats’ numbers plummeting, church leaders
have agreed with conservationists to offer a cheaper, kitty-friendly synthetic alternative. — AFP
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SEND US YOUR
INSTAGRAM PICS

What’s more fun than clicking a beauti-
ful picture? Sharing it with others! Let
other people see the way you see

Kuwait - through your lens. Friday Times will
feature snapshots of Kuwait through Instagram
feeds. If you want to share your Instagram pho-
tos, email us at

instagram@kuwaittimes.net

Remal Sand Sculpting Festival 
The Remal International Festival is open at the

Kuwait International Fairgrounds. 73 of the world’s best
sand artists came to Kuwait and worked together to
reimagine the stories of 1001 Nights and according to
the organizers, the sand park will be the world’s largest.
For a preview of what to expect, check out my previous
post on this festival at Kuwait International Fairgrounds
until April 26 from 12 noon.

Proud 2 be Kuwaiti 2014 
The P2BK 2014 event at the Kuwait International

Fairgrounds  Mubarak Al-Abdullah, Hawally and will
end on February 25th. This year the set up is going to
be similar to last years with an outdoor old souk that
was built specifically to host this event. There will be a
ton of Kuwaiti businesses participating including
already established ones as well as new ones plus you
have the Remal sand sculpting festival taking place
alongside it as well. 

Design Diwan: Pathways Through Art 
We are delighted to announce the details of our 3rd

diwaniya, happening on Wednesday February 19th from
6-8pm at the Modern Art Museum, Kuwait City, Al
Asimah, Kuwait. Our guest speaker is artist Amira
Behbehani on the topic “Pathways Through Art,” a dis-
cussion of the role of the artist in modern society.

Cinemagic: Upstream Color 
Today, February 20th 2014 at 7:30pm at CineMagic

Kuwait Ltd, Salem Al Mubarak Street, Kuwait. Upstream
Color. One of the most unique films of all time, adored
by critics from all corners, a film that had audiences and
critics discussing it to no end after its premiere at the
Sundance Film Festival. Shane Carruth, the man behind
Primer which we screened last year, Directed, Produced,
Wrote, Scored, Shot, Edited, and Starred in this utterly
mad film. I won’t even try to explain the plot as it can-
not be explained.

K’S PATH adoption drive at Pet Spa 
K’S PATH adoption drive taking place on Saturday

22nd of February from 4 to 7 pm at Pet Spa Al Rai.
Come and meet the wonderful, adoptable dogs from
K’S PATH.

Guided Tour: House of Mirrors 
The House of Mirrors is home to the family of the

late renowned artist, Khalifa Al-Qattan. His wife has
spent vast amounts of time creating scenes on the
walls, the floors & even the ceilings to showcase what
can be done with broken pieces of mirror and glass
when accompanied by an artists’ touch. Enjoy a cup of
tea, an artful snack and a guided tour to view the splen-
dors of this ‘bedazzled’ home. Cameras are welcome.
February 24 @ 5 pm - 8 pm. 

Cinemagic: Beasts of the Southern Wild 
Thursday, February 28th 2014 at 7:30 pm at

CineMagic Kuwait. Beasts Of The Southern Wild
Winner of the Camera d’Or at The 2012 Cannes Film
Festival and the Grand Jury Prize at Sundance, along
with 65 other worldwide awards, Beasts of the
Southern Wild covers the tragedy of a Louisiana bay-
ou cut off from the world by a levee as seen through
the eyes of 6-year-old Hushpuppy. Her life is about to
change as she is faced with both her hot tempered
father and mother.

Art and Feast festival
Kozhikode District Association Mahilavedi is organ-

ising Art & Feast Festival-2014, a full day program for
ladies and children on 21st February 2014 at Indian
Community School, Khaitan from 9.30 AM onwards. A
variety of Arts & Cookery competitions with very
attractive prizes for women of all ages aim to promote
their talents. The festival will be inaugurated by Mrs.
Gargy Jain, wife of Ambassador of India to Kuwait. The
presence of the Master chef Mrs Jumanah Kadri who is
reputed all over GCC as well as India for her unique and
mouthwatering traditional and multinational cuisines,
as a judge for the cooking competitions adds to the
attraction of the event. The different competitions for
ladies are organized as follows Cooking Competition
(Pudding/Snacks-Ladies, either one or both) Hair
Decoration (18 Years onwards-Ladies) Registration:

Ladies of all Communities in Kuwait can participate
in these competitions. Details of the competitions are
available at our website www.kdakuwait.com. The can-
didates can register online through our website or
through the following Mobile numbers: 97896263,
97141673, 69391238 & 55839915. The registrations are
open only for a limited number of candidates and
hence hurry up to confirm your chance.

AROUND KUWAIT

AUK wins Argana Art Contest with 

a painting on women empowerment

American University of
Kuwait (AUK) art students
Fatemah Al-Shobbar and

Zahraa Hamadi won first and
third place, respectively, in the
Universities Art Competition. The
competition, which was co-spon-
sored by Argana Resorts & Hotels
and the UNDP, is an intercolle-
giate art contest created to pro-
mote young artistic talents and
support the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) Millennium Development
Goals. The awards ceremony and
exhibition was held at the C-Club,
Kuwait.  More than 25 students
from universities around Kuwait
submitted artwork to the compe-
tition under the theme of “Power
of Life”. 

During the opening ceremo-
ny, the top three winning art-
works were announced, two of
which were submissions made
by AUK students Fatemah Al-
Shobbar and Zahraa Hamadi,
who won the first and third titles
respectively.

The event was attended by
the top management teams of
participating universities and
sponsors.  In his opening
remarks, AUK President Dr. Nizar
Hamzeh emphasized the signifi-
cance of this event in manifest-
ing what he called “a perfect
partnership between the corpo-
rate and educational sectors in
Kuwait.”  Hamzeh also highlight-
ed the liberal arts philosophy of
AUK, which supports creativity
and talent in all fields that “con-
tribute to the development of

the community and the world at
large.” 

Fatemah Al Shobbar, the com-
petition winner, expressed her
thoughts about women empow-
erment through an image of a
woman reading while sitting in
the middle of a messy library,
surrounded by books which were
scattered everywhere around
her. Fatemah explained that it
resembled the tough path of
women seeking education.
“Finding our desired path as
women is challenging, especially

in this community. I have wit-
nessed and lived up to some of
it. We undo books on shelves,
shuffle through them, and flip
pages. This journey continues
until we find what we truly desire
and what is right for us after
turning it into a messy journey,”
said Al Shobbar.  

When the results were
announced, Fatemah, who was
not expecting the first place was
surprised. “Winning that night
definitely felt amazing and I
would like to thank AUK, espe-

cially Professor Sharon Lawrence,
for choosing me for this compe-
tition and all those who support-
ed me through it,” she said.
Meanwhile, Zahraa Hamadi, the
third place winner, expressed
her wish to eradicate extreme
hunger and poverty in the world
through her submission of a
painting that depicted a boy
locked in a cycle of hunger and
poverty while the world around
him enjoyed luxury.   

The Universities Art
Competition was not the first vic-
tory for AUK art students this
year. AUK was awarded first place
in the REUSE competition, which
was held at the Avenues Mall last
January with Moustafa Al
Khashab’s dubbed “Metallic
Stallion” art piece.  Through its
active participation in communi-
ty wide activities, the Art and
Graphic Design (GDES)
Department at AUK continues to
support the mission of AUK to
enrich the society and create
community involvement.

A photo of the exhibition. Group picture of the winners and the contest sponsors.

The judges panel speaking to Fatemah Al Shobbar (1st
place winner) before announcing the final results.

Zahraa Hamadi (3rd place winner) with AUK President
Nizar Hamzeh and Professor Sharon Lawrence, Chair
Art and Graphic Design (GDES) Department.

President Nizar Hamzeh giving his opening remarks.

Third place winner Zahraa HamadiFirst place winner Fatemah Al Shobbar

Happy
birthday
to our

dearest son
Mohd Abdullah
Misal, who cele-
brates his 9th
birthday today.
May Almighty
Allah bless him
with good health
and bright
future. Best wish-
es come from
father Mohd
Abdur Roouf,

mother Mukul Begum, brother Shamim Ahmed,
Shiful Islam, Hisham, sister Farjana Akter, uncles
Mostofa, Anowar, Abdur Rahim, and all friends,

relatives in Bangladesh and Kuwait.

Greetings

Kuwait National English School,
Hawally, celebrated its best
ever 2014 Annual Science and

Technology Fair on Thursday January
30, 2014 in the Al Farabi Theatre. The
theme for this year’s Science Fair was
“Robotics”. As usual, the entire age
range of the school participated
from the very youngest students in
the Primary right through to the
Secondary Department. 

The event started on Wednesday
with three distinct field trips to the
Gulf Glass Factory (Chemistry), the
Old Car Museum (Physics) and the
Kuwait Danish Dairy products
(Biology). Our students were
impressed to explore and experience
science in the real world.  

On Thursday, there was a full
school assembly during which
Madame Chantal Al Gharabally,
School Director, addressed the
school population and stressed the
importance of Science and

Technology to the young generation.
Her speech was centered on philo-
sophical thought towards ethics in
science through various examples
such as Recycling, Getting Green,
Use of Solar energy, Water of Life, etc.
Madame Chantal highlighted the
work of famous scientists and
explained the importance of their
work. She concluded that mankind
must team together to save the envi-
ronment. 

During the whole week the entire
school participating in a series of
events: Projects, Drawings, writing
Poems, Power Point presentations,
Essay competitions, displayed their
exhibits and “hands on” experiments
and showed an incredible knowl-
edge and understanding of Robotics
in Science.  Experiments included
working models of solar robots, solar
cars, wave energy, using the electrol-
ysis of water to activate a watch,
using solar panels to charge mobile

phones, simulating experiments
using our school’s up to date, state of
the art IT Technology etc. It was very
well attended and each year group
took turns to attend the event
throughout the day. 

The day culminated with a
Science Quiz with teams of students

from Primary and Secondary
Departments competing to show
their understanding of scientific facts
and principles on Robotics. Winners
among students from the Primary
and Secondary Departments were
rewarded with prizes and medals
from the School Director.

The Kuwait National English
School Science fair was an excellent
event that showcased the successes
of our students. The school has
invested extensively in Science and
Technology over the last few years
and this event is very encouraging to
see this realized in the enthusiasm
and achievement of the entire school.

Madame Chantal Al Gharabally,
School Director, and the team of
Science & Technology teachers from
the entire school have been holding
the event each year (since 1998) in
January, on the occasion of the cen-
tenary of the discovery of
Radioactivity, as a way to develop
student’s skills and interest in the
subjects of Science and Technology.
This interest is obviously building, as
each year students seem to get an
earlier start on their Science Day
exhibits in order to know everything
they can about their science topic
before the fair begins.

KNES annual science & technology fair
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Cinemagic: The 

Act of Killing 

Saturday, February 22nd 2014 at 7:30 pm The
Act Of Killing at CineMagic Kuwait Ltd,
Salem Al Mubarak Street, Kuwait. One of the

rawest and most intriguing films of the year, win-
ning over 32 awards, and nominated for Best
Documentary at this year’s Oscars, The Act of
Killing is a terrifying but unmissable film. A docu-
mentary that challenges former Indonesian death
squad leaders to reenact their real-life mass-
killings in whichever cinematic genres they wish,
including classic Hollywood crime scenarios and
lavish musical numbers. 

Stage set for ‘Keli 2014’

The stage is set for ‘Keli 2014’, a two-day the-
atre festival of Gulf Malayali Diaspora, on Feb
25 and 26 at Khaitan Indian Community

School Auditorium. The festival is held under the
aegis of Kuwait Chapter of Kerala Sangeetha
Nataka Akademi (KSNA), a Kerala Government
body. Three renowned theatre personalities from
Kerala-Dr P V Krishnan Nair, T M Abraham and
Santhoshkumar-will adjudge the five plays taking
part in the competition. On Day 1 (Feb 25), two
plays will be staged starting at 4.30pm. First play
to be staged is ‘Amme Mappu’ by Kalpak Kuwait
followed by ‘Pashu’ by Nirbhaya Theatre. On day
two, three plays will be presented from 4pm
onwards. They are ‘Oru Kottukaranum Kure
Thullakkarum’ by Thanima Kuwait, ‘Ushna
Mekhalayile Penkutty’ by Future Eye Theatre and
‘Randam Bhavam’ by Kala Kuwait. Entry will be free
on both days. All art lovers are welcome.

NCCAL hosts Iranian 

blind art fair

The National Council of Culture, Arts and
Letters announced hosting an exhibition for
blind Iranian female artists, starting from

March 2, 2014. The event takes place at the Ahmad
Al-Adwani Hall in Abdullah Al-Salem, and lasts
through March 6, 2014. It is set to inaugurate at 7
pm, while visiting hours are announced on two
periods, the first from 9 am to 12  pm, and the sec-
ond from 5 pm to 9 pm. The exhibition, titled
‘Beauty in our Eyes’, is organized in cooperation
with the cultural attaché in the Iranian embassy in
Kuwait.

CRYcket 2014 

tournament

Friends of CRY Club (FOCC) will hold 17th CRY
(Child Rights & You) cricket tournament for chil-
dren will be held at the GC grounds at Fahaheel

Sports Club on Friday, 27th Mar 2014 from 6:30 am
to 6 pm.  

The one day “CRYcket” tournament participated
by children under 14 (born on or after 01.01.2000), is
a very popular annual family event. The children are
grouped into teams in two age categories and play
softball cricket while spectators, parents and well-
wishers enjoy a carnival atmosphere. 12 teams each
are set to participate in the Under-12 and Under-14
divisions initially in four groups in round robin fash-
ion leading to 4 winners who will clash in the semifi-
nals. The 7-over matches will be played simultane-
ously on two playgrounds. 

Apart from the winners’ trophies, medals and cer-
tificates from CRY-India will be given to each player.
Experienced umpires will control the games assisted
by official scorers. The teams will play in recognition
of a much felt need among less fortunate children in
the Indian subcontinent and will carry the message
of compassion towards them. They will spread
awareness of the work done by CRY, an international
organization, that believes that every child is entitled
to basic rights of survival, protection, development,
education and participation.

For details & game rules, visit the FOCC website
http://www.focckwt.org or contact: Kuwait City
22437684 Abu Halifa:  66204295 Hawalli:  99300257
Fahaheel:  99364073 Ahmadi:  23985216 / 99578073
Jleeb Shuyoukh - 97226589 Salmiya: 66810338.

TIES centre

Quran Quotes and Tafseer class by Hassan T.
Bwambale on Monday February 24, 2014. 

After reading Quranic verses aloud and explaining
them very briefly, Hassan will explain the various con-
notations of some words and phrases to show the liter-
ary beauty and miracle of the Quran. The class will
involve an open discussion in a casual, relaxed setting
with the aim of reflecting and pondering verses from
the Noble Quran, as well as learning how to recite
them. On February 24,  2014, we will concentrate on
Surat Ad-Duha (The forenoon - After Sunrise). All those
interested are welcome on Monday February 24, 2014
at 7 pm.  

2- The TIES Center is glad to announce that a new
batch of Arabic classes will begin on Sunday, March 16,
2014 till Thursday April 24, 2014. We are offering classes
for all levels, from beginner to advanced. Our classes are
specially tailored to meet the needs and requirements
of expats living in Kuwait. The classes are intended for
all expats who wish to learn Arabic. Whether you want
to learn Arabic for business, basic communication, or
simply as a hobby, the TIES Center is an ideal choice.

Throughout the course, the students will learn how
to read, write and speak Arabic in a friendly, relaxed and
welcoming environment.

TIES Arabic program highlights
l Lessons are step by step with a well-structured cur-

riculum.
l Lessons build confidence for speaking, listening,

reading, and writing.
l Lessons combine language learning with cultural

insights.
l Lessons are specially tailored for expats living in

Kuwait.
l Lessons offer an opportunity to interact with other

Westerners, who are taking the courses.
For more information or registration, please call

25231015/6 or log onto: www.tiescenter.net

Marina Hotel Kuwait invites guests
to take advantage of a special
promotion coinciding with

Kuwait commemorating the 53rd National
Day and 23rd Liberation Day. With the
onset of the festivities, the hotel invites
you to celebrate “Hala February” with spe-
cial offers and a guaranteed memorable
stay for all guests with their friends and
family. 

Hala February is one of the highly
anticipated events of the year stimulating
economic activities and trade, while also
enriching the tourism sector through a
wide range of festivities. 

Guests can avail of an exclusive pack-
age for a minimum of three nights for
two persons that include a delicious
breakfast buffet in addition to free
access to the hotel’s various facilities,
gym, beach and pool. The special offers
commence from 22nd February 2014

until the 1st March 2014.
Unwind in the finest ambiance at the

hotel and enjoy with your family and
friends a delightful dining experience.
Start your morning with steaming coffee
and a delicious breakfast buffet at Six
Palms restaurant followed by a delectable
lunch and dinner at the Atlantis
Restaurant with a magnificent view over-
looking the azure waters of the Arabian
Gulf. 

These exclusive offers combined with
the hotel’s attractive features provide an
exciting getaway. The hotel is located near
the shopping areas, where “Hala February”
promotions and entertainment is at a high
point. 

“Hala February” is the prime time to
experience true Arabian hospitality,
Marina Hotel’s facilities, friendly staff and
family touch create the perfect holiday
atmosphere.

Join in the February celebrations at Marina Hotel Kuwait

Bangladesh Ambassador Ali-Al-Dafri visited Bangladesh Military Command headquarters on February 5. The ambassador was briefed on BMC activi-
ties. Later he joined with the officers of Bangladesh military contingent and discussed issues related to the development of BMC. The Ambassador
expressed his deep satisfaction on the activities of BMC and hoped that it will expand further. He assured to render all sorts of assistance for the

development of BMC. Commander BMC, Brigadier General S M Shamim-Uz-Zaman thanked Ali-Al-Dafri for sparing his time and visiting BMC Command
Headquarters at Subhan camp.

Bangladesh ambassador visits

Bangladesh military contingent

Nanjing, one of the most famous capital cities of
many ancient Chinese dynasties, has fostered a
brilliant art flower - Little Red Flower Art Troupe,

with her historical glories and modern evolution. Little
Red Flower as a children performing art group with
strong traditional features, special taste of kids, vibrant
modern traits and exquisite performing expertise, is
highly valued as a gorgeous flower in the garden of
performing art. Little Red Flower Art Troupe (China) was
held on 17th - 18th, February, 2014 at the Abdulaziz
Hussein Theater Cultural Center in Mishref. It was
organized by the Secretary-General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters and the
Ambassador of the People’s Republic of China to Kuwait
Cui Jian Chun. 

The Nanjing Little Red Flower Art Troupe, was estab-
lished in 1950s as the first children art troupe in China.
She is also an elementary art school, and the curriculum
of Little Red Flower includes both regular course and
special art educations. Little Red Flower has honored
Nanjing, Jiangsu, and China with her outstanding
achievements in artistry in the past decades.

In an era of the reform and opening policy, Nanjing
Little Red Flower has served as a unique role in the
international cultural communication. Many foreign
delegations visiting Nanjing turned up their thumbs to
the little artists’ performances. Having visited the USA
twice, France one, and Japan 9 times, Singapore twice,
and etc., Little Red Flower has contributed great to the

international culture communication with high remarks
she has won. Little Red Flower’s charming dance and
singing have raised waves of applause and deeply
impressed the people of these countries and regions.

Such successful international cultural exchanges

have made Little Red Flower more eminent at home
and abroad, made Nanjaing more known to people of
other countries, and promoted the world’s understand-
ing of China. Little Red Flower will blossom more and
more gorgeously in the future.

Little Red Flower troupe charms audience with dance, singing

—Photos by Joseph Shagra
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LAST MAN STANDING ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

HERE COMES THE BOOM ON OSN MOVIES HD

00:30 What Happened Next?
00:55 What Happened Next?
01:20 The Big Brain Theory
02:10 Mythbusters
03:00 Car vs Wild
03:50 Border Security
04:15 Auction Kings
04:40 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
05:05 How Do They Do It?
05:30 How It’s Made
06:00 Sons Of Guns
07:00 Car vs Wild
07:50 Finding Bigfoot
08:40 Fast N’ Loud
09:30 Border Security
09:55 Auction Kings
10:20 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition

00:15 Doctors
00:45 Stella
01:30 Alan Carr: Chatty Man
02:00 One Foot In The Grave
02:30 The Office Specials
03:15 The Shadow Line
04:15 The Weakest Link
05:00 Me Too!
05:20 Nuzzle & Scratch: Frock n Roll
05:40 Boogie Beebies
05:55 Garth And Bev
06:05 The Large Family
06:15 Me Too!
06:35 Nuzzle & Scratch: Frock n Roll
06:55 Boogie Beebies
07:10 Garth And Bev
07:20 The Large Family
07:30 The Weakest Link
08:15 One Foot In The Grave
08:45 The Impressions Show With
Culshaw...
09:15 Eastenders
09:45 Doctors
10:15 Famous, Rich & In The Slums
11:10 Stella
12:00 The Weakest Link
12:45 One Foot In The Grave
13:15 The Impressions Show With
Culshaw...
13:45 Eastenders
14:15 Doctors
14:45 Famous, Rich & In The Slums
15:40 Stella
16:25 The Weakest Link
17:10 Eastenders
17:40 Doctors
18:10 Famous, Rich And Jobless
19:00 My Hero
19:30 Extras
20:00 Silk
20:50 Hustle

00:00 Homes Under The Hammer
00:50 Come Dine With Me
01:40 MasterChef Australia
02:50 Celebrity Fantasy Homes
03:35 Cash In The Attic
04:30 Bargain Hunt
05:15 The Hairy Bikers’ Cookbook
05:40 Baking Mad With Eric Lanlard
06:25 Gok’s Clothes Roadshow
07:15 Celebrity Fantasy Homes
08:00 Cash In The Attic
08:50 Homes Under The Hammer
09:45 Celebrity MasterChef
10:35 Baking Mad With Eric Lanlard
11:25 The Hairy Bikers’ Cookbook
11:55 Come Dine With Me
12:45 Gok’s Clothes Roadshow
13:30 Celebrity Fantasy Homes
14:20 Antiques Roadshow
15:15 Design Star
16:00 Design Star
16:45 Bargain Hunt
17:30 Cash In The Attic
18:20 Antiques Roadshow
19:15 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
20:10 Food Glorious Food
21:00 Raymond Blanc’s Kitchen
Secrets

01:00 The Grey-18
03:00 My Own Love Song-PG15
05:00 The Iron Lady-PG15
07:00 Girl In Progress-PG15
09:00 Here Comes The Boom-PG15
11:00 Perfect Plan-PG15
13:00 Fastest-PG15
15:00 The Words-PG15
17:00 Here Comes The Boom-PG15
18:45 The Host-PG15
21:00 The Twilight Saga: Breaking
Dawn Pt. 2-PG15
23:00 The Bourne Legacy-PG15

00:00 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
00:20 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
00:45 Sonny With A Chance
01:30 Suite Life On Deck
02:15 Wizards Of Waverly Place
02:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
03:00 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
03:20 The Suite Life Of Zack & Cody
03:45 Sonny With A Chance
04:05 Sonny With A Chance
04:30 Suite Life On Deck
04:50 Suite Life On Deck
05:15 Wizards Of Waverly Place
05:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
06:00 Austin & Ally
06:25 Dog With A Blog
06:45 A.N.T. Farm
07:10 A.N.T. Farm
07:35 Wolfblood
07:55 Gravity Falls
08:20 My Babysitter’s A Vampire
08:45 Jessie
09:05 Good Luck Charlie
09:30 Shake It Up
09:55 Austin And Ally
10:15 A.N.T. Farm
10:40 Dog With A Blog
11:05 Suite Life On Deck
11:25 My Babysitter’s A Vampire
11:50 That’s So Raven
12:15 Hannah Montana
12:35 Shake It Up
13:00 Good Luck Charlie
13:25 Austin & Ally

00:30 Memoirs Of A Geisha-18
03:00 The Forgotten-PG15
04:45 Marley-PG15
07:15 Jack The Bear-PG15
09:00 Snow Flower And The Secret
Fan-PG15
11:00 Dark Horse-PG15
13:00 Drew Peterson:
Untouchable-PG15
15:00 L’ Eleve Ducobu-PG15
17:00 Dark Horse-PG15
19:00 The Tall Man-PG15
21:00 Dreaming Of Joseph Lees
23:00 Trishna-18

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Colbert Report
01:30 Modern Family
02:00 Modern Family
02:30 Girls
03:00 The Cleveland Show
03:30 How To Live With Your
Parents
04:00 Seinfeld
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Seinfeld
06:00 Raising Hope
06:30 Friends
07:00 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
08:00 Seinfeld
08:30 Seinfeld
09:00 The Simpsons
09:30 The Mindy Project
10:00 Hot In Cleveland
10:30 Friends
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Two And A Half Men
12:30 Seinfeld
13:30 Friends
14:00 How To Live With Your
Parents
14:30 The Mindy Project
15:00 Hot In Cleveland
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 Two And A Half Men
17:00 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 New Girl
19:00 The Mindy Project
19:30 Hot In Cleveland
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
21:30 The Colbert Report
22:00 Modern Family
23:00 The Big C
23:30 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon

01:00 The Wild Girl-PG15
03:00 A Kiss At Midnight-PG15
05:00 Another Harvest Moon-PG15
07:00 The First Grader-PG15
09:00 The Wild Girl-PG15
11:00 Red Lights-PG15
13:00 One Angry Juror-PG15
15:00 The Trial-PG15
17:00 The Giant Mechanical Man-
PG15
19:00 Buried-PG15
21:00 The Whistleblower-18
23:00 Hesher-18

13:45 A.N.T. Farm
14:10 Jessie
14:35 Dog With A Blog
15:00 Wolfblood
15:25 Gravity Falls
15:50 Good Luck Charlie
16:10 Violetta
17:00 A.N.T. Farm
17:20 Austin And Ally
17:45 Gravity Falls
18:10 Jessie
18:30 Good Luck Charlie
18:55 Dog With A Blog
19:20 Violetta
20:05 Jessie
20:30 Wolfblood
20:50 Dog With A Blog
21:15 Gravity Falls
21:40 Shake It Up
22:00 Austin & Ally
22:25 A.N.T. Farm
22:50 Good Luck Charlie
23:10 Wizards Of Waverly Place
23:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place

00:00 Chelsea Lately
00:30 The Dance Scene
01:25 Style Star
02:20 THS
03:15 Extreme Close-Up
03:40 Extreme Close-Up
04:10 The E! True Hollywood Story
05:05 THS
06:00 THS
07:50 Style Star
08:20 Fashion Police
09:15 Scouted
10:15 Married To Jonas
10:40 Chasing The Saturdays
11:10 The Drama Queen
12:05 Fashion Police
13:05 Extreme Close-Up
13:35 E!ES
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 The Wanted Life
18:00 E! News
19:00 Fashion Police
20:00 Giuliana & Bill
21:00 The Drama Queen
22:00 Party On
22:30 E! News
23:30 Chelsea Lately

00:00 C.S.I.
02:00 American Horror Story :
Coven
03:00 The Client List
04:00 Scandal
05:00 Twisted
06:00 C.S.I.
09:00 Scandal
11:00 Twisted
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 C.S.I.
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 The Carrie Diaries
20:00 American Idol
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 The Americans

00:00 Arena-18
02:00 Sultanes Del Sur-PG15
04:00 The Speed Of Thought-PG15
06:00 Last Man Standing-PG15
08:00 Big Trouble In Little China
10:00 Batman: The Dark Knight
Returns Part Two-PG15
11:45 Battleship-PG15
14:00 Big Trouble In Little China
16:00 Disturbia-PG15
18:00 Battleship-PG15
20:15 Graystone-PG15
22:00 Devil’s Bridge-PG15

00:00 For A Good Time, Call-18
02:00 The Angel’s Share-PG15
04:00 White Chicks-PG15
06:00 The Runway-PG15
08:00 Shrek The Third-FAM
10:00 Summer School-PG15
12:00 White Chicks-PG15
14:00 Chasing Liberty-PG15
16:00 Summer School-PG15
18:00 Back To The Future-PG15
20:00 Revenge Of The Nerds-18
22:00 Kissing Jessica Stein-18

00:00 Dead Lines-PG15
02:00 Oz The Great And Powerful
04:15 Gnomeo & Juliet-PG
06:00 From Prada To Nada-PG15
08:00 Paranorman-PG
10:00 Mrs. Miracle-PG15
11:45 Oz The Great And Powerful
14:00 A Heartbeat Away-PG15
16:00 Paranorman-PG
18:00 The Double-PG15
20:00 Scary Movie 5-PG15
22:00 Silent Hill: Revelation-18

00:15 David Rocco‚Äôs Dolce Vita
00:45 Street Food Around the World
01:10 Bondi Rescue
02:05 Street Food Around the World
02:35 Eat Street
03:00 Maverick Chef
03:30 Bondi Rescue
03:55 Street Food Around the World
04:25 Banged Up Abroad
05:20 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
06:15 Mega Food
07:10 Bondi Rescue
07:35 David Rocco‚Äôs Dolce Vita
08:05 Street Food Around the
World
08:30 Bondi Rescue
09:00 Bondi Rescue
09:25 Street Food Around the World
09:55 Eat Street
10:20 Maverick Chef
10:50 Bondi Rescue
11:15 Street Food Around the
World
11:45 Banged Up Abroad
12:40 George Clarke’s Amazing
Spaces
13:35 Mega Food
14:30 Bondi Rescue
14:55 David Rocco‚Äôs Dolce Vita
15:25 Street Food Around the
World
15:50 Bondi Rescue
16:20 Bondi Rescue
16:45 Street Food Around the
World
17:15 Eat Street
17:40 Maverick Chef
18:10 Bondi Rescue
18:35 Street Food Around the
World
19:05 Banged Up Abroad
20:00 Eat Street
20:30 Maverick Chef
21:00 Bondi Rescue
21:30 Street Food Around the World
22:00 Extreme Tourist Afghanistan
22:55 Deadly Arts
23:50 Street Food Around the
World

02:00 Inside The PGA Tour
02:30 PGA European Tour Weekly
03:00 HSBC Sevens World Series
Highlights
03:30 Premier League Darts
07:00 HSBC Sevens World Series
10:00 Trans World Sport
11:00 Live AFL Nab Challenge 
14:00 Super Rugby
16:00 Trans World Sport
17:00 Live Dubai World Cup
Carnival
21:00 Live World Golf
Championships

10:45 How Do They Do It?
11:10 How It’s Made
11:35 What Happened Next?
12:00 What Happened Next?
12:25 The Big Brain Theory
13:15 Mythbusters
14:05 Border Security
14:30 Auction Kings
14:55 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
15:20 Countdown To Collision
16:10 Fast N’ Loud
17:00 Ultimate Survival
17:50 Dirty Jobs
18:40 Car vs Wild
19:30 Sons Of Guns
20:20 How Do They Do It?

00:15 Deadliest Space Weather
00:40 Time Warp
01:30 Weird Connections
02:00 The Gadget Show
02:25 Tech Toys 360
02:50 Alien Encounters
03:45 Deadliest Space Weather
04:35 Prototype This
05:25 Moon Machines
06:15 The Gadget Show
06:40 Tech Toys 360
07:05 Superships
08:00 Punkin Chunkin 2010
08:50 Unchained Reaction
09:40 The Gadget Show
10:05 Tech Toys 360
10:30 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
11:25 Superships
12:20 Prototype This
13:10 Moon Machines
14:00 Deadliest Space Weather
14:50 Weird Connections
15:20 The Gadget Show
15:45 Tech Toys 360
16:10 Alien Encounters
17:00 Moon Machines
17:55 Da Vinci’s Machines
18:45 Building The Biggest
19:35 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
20:30 How Tech Works
21:20 What Is That?
21:45 What Is That?
22:10 The Gadget Show
22:35 Tech Toys 360
23:00 How Tech Works
23:25 How Tech Works
23:50 What Is That?

00:20 Predator CSI
01:10 Shocking Sharks
02:00 Shark Island
02:50 Swamp Men
03:45 Caught In The Act
04:40 World’s Deadliest Snakes
05:35 Shark Island
06:30 Swamp Men
07:25 The Lion Whisperer
08:20 Dead or Alive
09:15 World’s Deadliest Killer Three
10:10 How Big Can It Get
11:05 Jobs That Bite!
12:00 Hooked
12:55 Shark Eden
13:50 Swamp Men
14:45 Caught In The Act
15:40 Dead or Alive
16:35 Deadly Super Cat

00:00 Wrong Turn 4: Bloody
Beginnings
02:00 Arena
04:00 Sultanes Del Sur
06:00 The Speed Of Thought
08:00 Last Man Standing
10:00 Big Trouble In Little China
12:00 Batman: The Dark Knight
Returns Part Two
13:45 Battleship
16:00 Big Trouble In Little China
18:00 Disturbia
20:00 Battleship
22:15 Graystone

00:30 The Haunting Of
01:30 The First 48
02:30 My Ghost Story
03:30 My Ghost Story
04:30 The Haunting Of
05:30 Private Crimes
06:00 Beyond Scared Straight
07:00 The First 48
08:00 Homicide Hunter
09:00 Homicide Hunter
10:00 Beyond Scared Straight
11:00 Frenemies
11:30 Frenemies
12:00 Beyond Scared Straight
13:00 Born To Kill
14:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
14:30 Snapped: Women Who Kill
15:00 Frenemies
15:30 Frenemies
16:00 Born To Kill
17:00 Curious & Unusual Deaths
17:30 Private Crimes
18:00 Homicide Hunter
19:00 The First 48
20:00 The Devil You Know
21:00 Beyond Scared Straight
22:00 Private Crimes
22:30 Born To Kill
23:30 Killer Kids

01:00 Super League 
03:00 Top 14
05:00 Inside The PGA Tour 
05:30 PGA European Tour Weekly
06:00 Trans World Sport
07:00 Futbol Mundial
07:30 World Golf Championships 
14:00 NHL 
16:00 AFL Nab Challenge
18:30 Total Rugby 
19:00 WWE NXT
20:00 NHL 
22:00 Live Premier League Darts 

17:30 Super Pride
18:25 Jobs That Bite!
19:20 Shark Eden
20:10 Swamp Men
21:00 Caught In The Act
21:50 Dead or Alive
22:40 Deadly Super Cat
23:30 Super Pride

Mark Wahlberg 
docudrama 

‘Breaking Boston’ 
gets premiere date

A&E Network will premiere “Breaking Boston,”
Mark Wahlberg’s new original docudrama
about working-class women coming of age

against tough odds, on Thursday, March 13. The six-
part docudrama, which Wahlberg is executive pro-
ducing, follows a group of four blue-collar women in
their twenties trying to break the cycle of their peers.
All are trying to recover from bad relationships or
bad choices.

Wahlberg, who also
stars in A&E’s
“Wahlburgers,” recent-
ly earned his high
school diploma at the
age of 42, and said he
can relate to trying to
shake off  bad influ-
ences. “These are real
women tell ing their
original stories of try-
ing to break out of
what ’s expected of
them,” he said.  “ The
odds are difficult, but I
believe they can make
it.” The series follows
Kristina, 29, who avoided jail time when her ex-
boyfriend was caught running a drug ring out of
their home; Valerie, 22, who had two DUIs and a jail
sentence, and is now attending college; Noelle, 25,
who recently lost her brother in a car accident and is
supporting her mother; and Courtney, 25, a single
mom with a 7th-grade education and a dream to get
into beauty school.

“Breaking Boston” is produced for A&E Network by
44 Blue Productions, Closest to the Hole Productions,
Leverage Entertainment and Bill Thompson
Productions. Stephen Levison and Bill Thompson are
also executive producers. Executive producers for 44
Blue Productions are Stephanie Drachkovich and
Jennifer Colbert. Executive producers for A&E Network
are Lily Neumeyer and Devon Graham. — Reuters

How Kevin Hart’s ‘Ride Along’
and ‘About Last Night’ are 

double-crushing the box office

Kevin Hart fans were seeing double at the box
office this weekend - and some paying double,
judging by results - proving again that the

“Ride Along” and “About Last Night” star is one of
Hollywood’s few bankable young talents. He’s also a
hot free agent, delivering big returns to two different
studios on overlapping weekends. Sony’s romantic
comedy remake “About Last Night,” on its way to a
$28.5 million opening over the Presidents Day week-
end, will finish second only to “The Lego Movie” jug-
gernaut. Universal distributed “Ride Along,” which
spun out $10 million in its fifth weekend for a whop-
ping $117 million so far.

If you count his big performance in the NBA’s
celebrity All-Star game, Hart pulled off a triple-dou-
ble this weekend - but the box-office two-fer alone
was impressive with the two films accounting for
$38.5 million. The opening of “About Last Night”
didn’t match the record $41 million Martin Luther
King weekend debut of “Ride Along” in January. But
the Valentine’s Day weekend comedy - in which Hart
stars with Michael Ealy, Regina Hall and Paula Patton -
was R-rated, and so couldn’t draw younger moviego-
ers. Hart’s high profile across multiple platforms
makes him a one-man movie marketing machine.
He’s a cable TV comedy staple and this weekend he
was shamelessly pumping “About Last Night” at the
NBA event. He’s big on social media, with nearly 10
million Twitter followers, and he’s not afraid to use
them: “If you haven’t seen my new movie “About Last
Night” yet WHAT IN THE HELL ARE YOU WAITING
FOR???? It’s REALLY GOOD SO GET UP & GO SEE IT,”
Hart tweeted on Sunday.

Would Hart do an overall deal in Hollywood? Sony
would love to have another Adam Sandler-sized com-
edy blue chip on its board, and the studio has to be
looking forward to June, when Hart will be back for
“Think Like a Man Too.” The sequel was directed by
Tim Story and produced by Will Packer, who was also
behind “About Last Night” and “Ride Along.” But Hart’s
DIY strategy keeps turning up hits, and with the in-
production comedy “The Wedding Ringer,” he’s work-
ing with Screen Gems and Miramax for a 2015
release.

Double dips by actors in two movies in wide
release at the same time aren’t that unusual. Tom
Hanks overlapped in “Captain Phillips” and Disney’s
“Saving Mr. Banks” for a few weeks recently. Sony’s
pirate saga opened in October and has made $106
million, while the Disney drama has taken in $82 mil-
lion domestically since its December debut.

James Franco had a fun double last March, when
he was starring as the wiz in Disney’s “Oz the Great
and Powerful” and the gangster rapper Alien in
“Spring Breakers.” The A24 crime romp opened to $4.8
million on the same weekend that “Oz” was taking in
$21 million and getting knocked off after two weeks
at No. 1 by “The Croods.” But it doesn’t always work
out. Ryan Reynolds pulled off a dubious double last
July, when he starred in “R.I.P.D.” and was one of the
voices in “Turbo.” Fox’s animated snail tail opened to a
soft $21 mil l ion on the same weekend that
Universal’s pricey cowboy ghost tale debuted with
just $12 million and became one of 2013’s biggest
bombs.

Meanwhile, Monday’s updated estimates show
that Warner Bros animated comedy “The Lego Movie”
played even bigger than expected on Sunday, and its
four-day haul will hit $63.5 million. That’s not far from
its $69 million three-day opening last weekend.
MGM’s “Robocop” finished third with $25.6 million
over the four days and has brought in $30.5 million
since opening Wednesday.

Universal modestly-budgeted “Endless Love”
opened to $15 million over the four days and was
fifth, behind George Clooney’s World War II art heist
saga “The Monuments Men,” which will bring in $18
million in its second week. 

The weekend’s other wide opener, Warner Bros’
fantasy romance “Winter’s Tale,” managed just $8.1
over the four days for seventh. — Reuters
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KNCC PROGRAMME  FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(20/02/2014 TO 26/02/2014)

SHARQIA-1
POMPEII (DIG) 12:30 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 2:45 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 5:00 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 7:15 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 9:45 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 12:05 AM
NO SUN

SHARQIA-2
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 2:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 4:00 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 5:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 8:00 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 10:15 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN

SHARQIA-3
PATRICK (DIG) 12:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 2:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 4:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 6:30 PM
CODE RED (DIG) 8:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 10:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN

MUHALAB-1
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 1:45 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 3:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 5:30 PM
KHOUTAT GIMI (DIG) 7:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 9:45 PM

MUHALAB-2
WINTER’S TALE (DIG) 1:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 4:00 PM
CODE RED (DIG) 6:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 8:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 10:00 PM

MUHALAB-3
THE LEGO MOVIE (DIG) 12:30 PM
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 2:30 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 4:45 PM
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 7:15 PM
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 9:30 PM

FANAR-1
PATRICK (DIG) 12:30 PM
WINTER’S TALE (DIG) 2:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 4:45 PM
WINTER’S TALE (DIG) 6:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 9:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 11:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 1:00 AM
NO SUN

FANAR-2
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 1:00 PM
KHOUTAT GIMI I?E ???? (DIG) 3:30 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 6:00 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 8:15 PM
KHOUTAT GIMI I?E ???? (DIG) 10:30 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN

FANAR-3
ROBOCOP (DIG) 1:30 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 4:00 PM
GUNDAY (DIG) (HINDI) 6:30 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 9:30 PM

ROBOCOP (DIG) 12:05 AM
NO SUN

FANAR-4
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 2:00 PM
THE LEGO MOVIE (DIG-3D) 3:45 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 5:45 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 7:45 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 10:00 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN

FANAR-5
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 12:45 PM
CODE RED (DIG) 3:30 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 5:30 PM
CODE RED (DIG) 8:00 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 10:15 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN

MARINA-1
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 1:45 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 3:30 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 5:30 PM
CODE RED (DIG) 7:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 9:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 12:05 AM
NO SUN

MARINA-2
PATRICK (DIG) 1:30 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 3:45 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 6:15 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 8:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 10:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN

MARINA-3
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 1:00 PM
WINTER’S TALE (DIG) 3:30 PM
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 5:45 PM
KHOUTAT GIMI (DIG) 8:00 PM
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 10:15 PM
POMPEII (DIG-3D) 12:30 AM
NO SUN

AVENUES-1
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 1:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 3:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 5:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 7:00 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 9:15 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 11:45 PM
NO SUN

AVENUES-2
ROBOCOP (DIG) 1:30 PM
CODE RED (DIG) 4:00 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 6:30 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 9:00 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 11:30 PM
NO SUN

AVENUES-3
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 2:15 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 4:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 7:15 PM

3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 9:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN

AVENUES-4
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 2:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 4:15 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 6:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 8:45 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 11:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 1:15 AM
NO SUN

360º- 1
PATRICK (DIG) 2:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 4:15 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 6:30 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 8:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 11:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 1:15 AM
NO SUN

360º- 2
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 2:30 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 5:00 PM
LONE SURVIVOR (DIG) 7:30 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 10:15 PM
AMERICAN HUSTLE (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO SUN

360º- 3
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 2:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 4:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 6:00 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 8:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 10:00 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN

AL-KOUT.1
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES: 
THE MOVIE (DIG) 12:45 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 2:30 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 4:15 PM
OGGY AND THE COCKROACHES:
THE MOVIE (DIG) 6:30 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 8:15 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 10:30 PM
POMPEII (DIG) 12:45 AM
NO  SUN

AL-KOUT.2
PATRICK (DIG) 1:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 3:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 5:45 PM
KHOUTAT GIMI (DIG) 7:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 9:45 PM
PATRICK (DIG) 11:45 PM
NO SUN

AL-KOUT.3
THE LEGO MOVIE (DIG) 12:30 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 2:30 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 5:00 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 7:30 PM
THE MONUMENTS MEN (DIG) 10:00 PM
ROBOCOP (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN

AL-KOUT.4
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 1:00 PM
3 DAYS TO KILL (DIG) 3:15 PM
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Arrival Flights on Thursday 20/2/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 MUMBAI 00:10
KLM 411 AMSTERDAM 00:30
JZR 267 BEIRUT 00:40
JZR 539 CAIRO 00:40
THY 772 ISTANBUL 00:45
QTR 1084 DOHA 00:55
SAI 441 LAHORE 01:30
GFA 211 BAHRAIN 02:10
THY 764 SABIHA 02:15
JZR 555 ALEXANDRIA 02:25
UAE 853 DUBAI 02:35
ETD 305 ABU DHABI-INTL 02:45
JAI 576 COCHIN 02:50
MSR 612 CAIRO 03:10
THY 5462 ISTANBUL 04:30
MSR 5508 BEIRUT 04:40
KAC 412 MANILA 06:45
JZR 503 LUXOR 05:50
JZR 529 ASYUT 06:20
QTR 1076 DOHA 03:45
MSC 401 ALEXANDRIA 03:45
FDB 67 DUBAI 04:20
THY 770 ISTANBUL 05:35
DHX 170 BAHRAIN 05:40
QTR 8650 DOHA 05:45
FDB 69 DUBAI 05:50
BAW 157 LONDON 06:40
KAC 206 ISLAMABAD 07:40
KAC 332 TRIVANDRUM 08:15
KAC 302 MUMBAI 07:55
KAC 352 COCHIN 08:10
KAC 362 COLOMBO 08:45
KAC 284 DHAKA 08:50
IRA 617 AHWAZ 07:50
QTR 1086 DOHA 07:50
FDB 53 DUBAI 07:50
SVA 512 RIYADH 08:15
UAE 855 DUBAI 08:40
ABY 125 SHARJAH 09:00
ETD 301 ABU DHABI-INTL 09:20
IRA 605 ISFAHAN 09:30
FDB 55 DUBAI 09:40
QTR 1070 DOHA 09:55
FDB 8057 DUBAI 10:25
IZG 4161 MASHAD 10:35
GFA 213 BAHRAIN 10:40
MSC 403 ASYUT 11:15
MSC 405 SOHAG 11:20
JZR 165 DUBAI 11:30
MEA 404 BEIRUT 11:55
AXB 393 KOZHIKODE 19:15
GFA 217 BAHRAIN 19:30
OMA 647 MUSCAT 19:55
TAR 328 DUBAI 20:00
FDB 61 DUBAI 20:05
MSR 618 ALEXANDRIA 20:05
JAI 572 MUMBAI 20:10
KAC 546 ALEXANDRIA 14:05
KAC 382 DELHI 13:05
KAC 786 JEDDAH 18:45
KAC 788 JEDDAH 15:10

KAC 674 DUBAI 19:25
KAC 118 NEW YORK 16:35
KAC 562 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 14:50
KAC 672 DUBAI 14:00
KAC 542 CAIRO 18:05
KAC 614 BAHRAIN 19:35
KAC 774 RIYADH 19:30
KAC 618 DOHA 19:00
KAC 502 BEIRUT 18:50
JZR 779 JEDDAH 16:05
JZR 135 BAHRAIN 18:00
JZR 177 DUBAI 18:20
JZR 241 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 12:45
JZR 561 SOHAG 12:55
JZR 535 CAIRO 15:50
JZR 777 JEDDAH 17:55
JZR 257 BEIRUT 14:45
JZR 787 RIYADH 17:00
JZR 189 DUBAI 20:15
SYR 341 DAMASCUS 12:30
TBZ 5483 MASHAD 12:35
UAE 871 DUBAI 12:50
MSR 610 CAIRO 13:00
MSR 579 SOHAG 13:05
FDB 57 DUBAI 13:50
QTR 1078 DOHA 13:55
SVA 500 JEDDAH 14:30
KNE 472 JEDDAH 14:35
GFA 221 BAHRAIN 15:00
KNE 460 RIYADH 15:05
KNE 470 JEDDAH 15:35
NIA 251 ALEXANDRIA 15:50
OMA 645 MUSCAT 15:55
QTR 1072 DOHA 16:40
UAE 857 DUBAI 16:40
ETD 303 ABU DHABI-INTL 16:50
RJA 640 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 16:55
SVA 510 RIYADH 17:15
ABY 127 SHARJAH 17:25
GFA 216 BAHRAIN 17:30
UAL 982 WASHINGTON DC DULLES 18:00
QTR 1080 DOHA 18:40
FDB 63 DUBAI 18:45
KAC 104 LONDON 19:35
KAC 176 GENEVA 19:15
ABY 129 SHARJAH 20:20
KNE 480 TAIF 20:50
DLH 634 FRANKFURT 20:55
ALK 229 COLOMBO 21:10
FDB 71 DUBAI 21:15
MEA 402 BEIRUT 21:20
ETD 307 ABU DHABI-INTL 21:35
UAE 859 DUBAI 21:40
GFA 219 BAHRAIN 21:45
QTR 1074 DOHA 22:00
KLM 417 AMSTERDAM 22:05
AIC 981 CHENNAI 22:30
FDB 59 DUBAI 22:30
JZR 181 AL MAKTOUM INTERNATI 21:30
JZR 239 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 22:20
JZR 185 DUBAI 23:20
UAL 981 BAHRAIN 23:10
PIA 205 LAHORE 23:15
ETH 3718 LIEGE 23:30

Departure Flights on Thursday 20/2/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 GOA 00:05

AXB 490 MANGALORE 00:15
JAI 573 MUMBAI 01:10
KLM 411 AMSTERDAM 01:45
DLH 635 FRANKFURT 02:10
SAI 442 LAHORE 02:30
THY 773 ISTANBUL-ATATURK 02:55
KAC 381 DELHI 03:50
UAE 854 DUBAI 03:50
ETD 306 ABU DHABI 04:00
MSR 613 CAIRO 04:10
QTR 1085 DOHA 04:15
MSC 406 SOHAG 04:45
FDB 68 DUBAI 05:00
QTR 1077 DOHA 05:15
THY 5463 ISTANBUL-ATATURK 05:30
JZR 560 SOHAG 06:20
FDB 70 DUBAI 06:30
JAI 575 ABU DHABI 06:45
JZR 164 DUBAI 06:55
THY 765 ISTANBUL-SABIHA 07:05
QTR 8650 BEIRUT 07:15
GFA 212 BAHRAIN 07:15
KAC 545 ALEXANDRIA 07:15
JZR 240 AMMAN 07:20
THY 771 ISTANBUL-ATATURK 07:30
FDB 54 DUBAI 08:30
BAW 156 LONDON 08:45
IRA 616 AHWAZ 08:50
QTR 1087 DOHA, QATAR 08:50
JZR 256 BEIRUT 08:55
JZR 534 CAIRO 09:00
SVA 513 RIYADH 09:15
KAC 787 JEDDAH 09:25
KAC 561 AMMAN 09:25
KAC 671 DUBAI 09:30
ABY 126 SHARJAH 09:40
KAC 101 LONDON 09:50
UAE 856 DUBAI 09:55
ETD 302 ABU DHABI 10:05
IRA 606 MASHHAD 10:20
FDB 56 DUBAI 10:20
JZR 778 JEDDAH 10:35
QTR 1071 DOHA 10:55
KAC 501 BEIRUT 11:10
FDB 8058 DUBAI 11:10
GFA 214 BAHRAIN 11:25
KAC 541 CAIRO 11:30
IZG 4162 MASHHAD 11:35
KAC 165 ROME 11:50
MSC 404 ASYUT 12:15
MSC 402 ALEXANDRIA 12:20
JZR 776 JEDDAH 12:25
MEA 405 BEIRUT 12:55
KAC 785 JEDDAH 13:00
SYR 342 DAMASCUS 13:30
JZR 786 RIYADH 13:35
JZR 176 DUBAI 13:45
TBZ 5484 MASHHAD 13:50
MSR 580 SOHAG 13:50
MSR 611 CAIRO 14:00

UAE 872 DUBAI 14:15
FDB 58 DUBAI 14:30
QTR 1079 DOHA 14:55
JZR 134 BAHRAIN 15:00
KAC 673 DUBAI 15:05
KAC 617 DOHA 15:30
KNE 473 JEDDAH 15:30
JZR 188 DUBAI 15:40
GFA 222 BAHRAIN 15:45
KNE 481 TAIF 15:50
SVA 505 JEDDAH 16:00
KAC 773 RIYADH 16:05
KNE 471 JEDDAH 16:30
KAC 613 BAHRAIN 16:35
NIA 252 ALEXANDRIA 16:50
OMA 646 MUSCAT 16:55
JZR 180 AL MAKTOUM INTERNATIONAL 16:55
JZR 238 AMMAN 16:55
ETD 304 ABU DHABI 17:35
QTR 1073 DOHA 17:40
MSR 5509 CAIRO 17:40
JZR 538 CAIRO 17:50
UAE 858 DUBAI 17:50
RJA 641 AMMAN 17:55
ABY 128 SHARJAH 18:05
SVA 511 RIYADH 18:15
GFA 216 BAHRAIN 18:20
JZR 184 DUBAI 18:40
JZR 266 BEIRUT 18:50
UAL 982 BAHRAIN 19:15
JZR 512 SHARM EL SHEIKH 19:20
FDB 64 DUBAI 19:25
QTR 1081 DOHA 19:40
AXB 394 KOZHIKODE 20:15
GFA 218 BAHRAIN 20:15
KAC 283 DHAKA 20:30
FDB 62 DUBAI 20:45
TAR 328 TUNIS 20:50
OMA 648 MUSCAT 20:55
KAC 331 TRIVANDRUM 20:55
ABY 120 SHARJAH 21:00
MSR 619 ALEXANDRIA 21:05
JAI 571 MUMBAI 21:10
KAC 351 KOCHI 21:10
KAC 343 CHENNAI 21:30
KNE 461 RIYADH 21:35
KAC 543 CAIRO 21:40
DHX 171 BAHRAIN 21:50
FDB 72 DUBAI 21:55
ALK 230 COLOMBO 22:10
MEA 403 BEIRUT 22:20
ETD 308 ABU DHABI 22:20
GFA 220 BAHRAIN 22:30
KAC 301 MUMBAI 22:35
UAE 860 DUBAI 22:50
KAC 205 ISLAMABAD 22:55
JZR 552 ALEXANDRIA 23:00
KLM 417 DAMMAM 23:05
FDB 60 DUBAI 23:10
QTR 1075 DOHA 23:10
JZR 528 ASYUT 23:25
KAC 415 KUALA LUMPUR 23:55
KAC 411 BANGKOK 23:55

THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY FOR
CIVIL INFORMATION

Automated enquiry
aboutthe Civil ID card is

1889988

CHANGE OF NAME

112
SITUATION WANTED

SITUATION VACANT

ACCOMMODATION

FOR SALE

MATRIMONIAL

Fajr: 05:04
Shorook 06:23
Duhr: 12:02
Asr: 15:15
Maghrib: 17:41 
Isha: 18:58

I, Mundayadankandy
Puthiya Purayil Jaseel, hold-
er of Indian Passport No.
F9952543 residing at
Kadeeja Manzil IX 223, Haji
Metta, P.O. Kanhirode, VIA
Koodali, Kannur, Kerala -
670592, hereby change my
name to Jaseel Ebrahim.
17-2-2014

Sharing accommodation
available for Pakistani bach-
elor in 2B/bath apartment
in Khaitan, rent KD 90.
Contact: 96618664. 
(C 4648)
18-2-2014

Sharing accommodation
flat with African family, 1
room + special bathroom,
price KD 100, Abu Alifah.
66971502. (C 4642)
16-2-2014

Toyota Yaris, model 2013,
mileage 3,500 white exteri-
or, price KD 2,550. Phone:
99240654. (C 4649)
19-2-2014

Nissan Pathfinder 2003
model, good condition. Call
97277135.

Cooker with bottle and
regulator, washing
machine, tumble dryer con-
denser, microwave mirror
four door wardrobe, queen
size bed mattress as new,
sofa and lounge chairs cof-
fee tables, desk and office
chair TV 42” LCD dining
table and four chairs side
board bookcase, chopping
block mobile. Ph: 94400865.
(C 4647)
18-2-2014

Mitsubishi Galant 2011, sil-
ver color, excellent condi-
tion, KD 2200. Mob:
66729295. (C 4644)

Mitsubishi Lancer Ex 2013,
white color, full options, km
19000, KD 2750. Tel:
50994848. (C 4645)
16-2-2014

Pakistani Punjabi speaking
male belonging to landlord
family aged 25 executive in
family business (engineer-
ing services co) needs com-
patriot up to 23 living in
Kuwait. Email: 
zaidiformerdiplomat@hotmail.com
Fintas PO Box 1476 Code
51015. (C 4641)
16-4-2014

Cook for Kuwaiti family,
familiar with local dishes,
preferably if knows to read
English, transferable resi-
dence. 97577377. (C 4646)
16-2-2014

IT-Engineer young and
energetic with bachelors
degree in electronics &
telecommunication, passed
in first class (honors), and
holding Master Degree in
Business Administration,
having working experience
in India and abroad, hold-
ing Kuwait residence is
looking for suitable

employment. Contact:
96681344. (C 4643)
17-2-2014



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014

Difficulties, blocks and all manner of hot spots may be discovered and
worked through today. Follow through with your responsibilities—people

will continue to make demands on your time. What you know you need to do will out-
weigh what you want to do but there will be rewards for your hard work in due time.
Patience, do not try to push an issue with co-workers or friends during this time. Although
the stress will not be removed for a while, you will be more able to deal with the pressures
after the noon break. Creating a structure to empower and maintain your ideals and prin-
ciples becomes a high priority, an article of faith. By taking on greater responsibilities of
this kind, you become an inspiration to others.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You may have a hard time concentrating today as there could be continu-
ous interruptions. You might make better progress if you camped out in a library. Consider
placing an at-work sign on your desk; this might help. Perhaps some time away from your
work will help to break up the groups of people that may be hanging around your desk.
Client relationships are very important to you and you may find yourself spending some
time in the afternoon making phone calls to clients and creating the opportunity to make
new clients. Away from work this afternoon, you get an opportunity to communicate with
friends that have a talent in common with you. This could mean choir practice or a writer’s
group or some other weekly group where you find enjoyment.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Identify and simplify any financial dealings this month. This will help you
avoid pitfalls that could lead to some real problems. Be aware of power

struggles and avoid becoming involved in them. Setting limitations and making yourself
clearly understood are beneficial to your success in anything you set out to do just now.
Relationships, whether they are partnerships, personal or the social scene in general, are
very important to you and can have a very decided influence on your career and work-
place. Someone pays back a debt today. Some kind of healing process is at work in your
life: you isolate what does not work, eliminate it and go on from there. Your sexual and
personal appeal is at a high now. It seems as though magic is working in your favor.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You are full of all sorts of information to inspire and encourage your team to
move forward. This may be a sports team but more than likely you will be involved with a
sales team. You might prefer to ignore responsibilities today and do some socializing, but
you will be surprised at your progress if you concentrate on productivity. Other people
may wonder about your secret to success. There are wonderful things that inspire you and
it may be time you consider inspiring others; perhaps you could become a personal coach.
Inspiring people to use their minds in achieving success is a wonderful talent of yours. You
are in a good position to communicate with groups and society in general. This could

include teaching.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

There is progress in your career and you may see indications of a raise or
promotion soon. The real action is behind the scenes around work, which may mean you
will require guidance and practice to become skilled with new equipment or new instruc-
tions. You may want to copy a few instructions to read at home later but never fear; you
learn quickly. Take your work one step at a time and you will be pleased with the end
result. This is a very good time to communicate your goals and put them into words.
Complete any tasks, jobs, projects, etc., that have been left to the side now. You have a
deep interest in what makes things tick and who, or what, pulls the strings; and this is the
hallmark of the mental cycle that now begins in your life.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

This is a touch-and-go time when it comes to your emotions. Others may
cut you off or make it difficult for you to express yourself. You may feel that

you lack depth and the ability to move or communicate with others. Your ideas may not
find the support you need. You would benefit from a class, book, lecture or a little research
on business communication skills. This will help increase your confidence and give you
more power in knowing office politics. Before the year ends, you will have higher-ups
looking at you to be the next to climb the ladder of success. You can get quite a lot accom-
plished if you just pace yourself for today. Helping those who cannot help themselves—
and getting such help when you need it—is an essential lesson now.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Communication today may be less important than listening; good ques-
tions are the secret to a successful outcome. Concentrating on your own work this after-
noon, you will find you have a lot of energy for completing most any task. Co-workers fol-
low your example. There will be future opportunities to express yourself, timing is every-
thing. Use this afternoon to think through some new personal plans. Listen to your intu-
ition and you will be headed in the right direction. Beyond the town in which you live you
will find a new love or a new close friend. You could meet this person in some group gath-
ering, such as a class or at a convention. You may spend time later this evening organizing
your closet, car or drawers, etc.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Don’t be afraid to move forward now. All sorts of things can be accom-
plished with your positive attitude. Someone may try to hold you back by offering you
interesting distractions. Stand firm by what you intuitively know you need to do and then
move forward for your own advancement and self-esteem. If you are looking to widen
your work abilities, look in the areas of mechanics, accounting, teaching, writing or
telecommunication. You can talk about your feelings with great insight. All that is psychic,
mysterious and spiritual comes to the forefront at this time. This can be inspiring or it can
be confusing, depending on how you are able to integrate it into your overall experience;
just tackle one subject at a time. Your artistic talents are heightened at this time.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

It is a great time to schedule in an old friend for lunch today. If you have
been doing more than your share of work for another co-worker lately, it is

time to break away from that activity. You could put your own job at stake by performing
that person’s job plus your own. You can demonstrate great understanding to the needs of
others just now. Hold your head up and be confident in your own abilities. You will have
heads turning toward you today with your positive attitude. Whether or not you are single,
a co-worker may show more than appreciation for you today. Social entertainment sur-
rounding your professional peers can be rewarding this evening. This is one of your best
days for love. A loved one may be unpredictable tonight.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Good fortune in both financial and business matters may lead you into
unexpected directions. New spending patterns, perhaps focused on high-

tech interests, are in the future. There is an exchange of ideas that may warrant a round-
table discussion. Subjects, regarding advertisement, become a focal point now. You could
be most persuasive with others and you enjoy the art of working-the-crowd, particularly if
you are in a large meeting. Learning and knowing a little about a lot of things and staying
in touch and on top of the latest developments are the things that satisfy a need for men-
tal stimulation and benefit those around you as well. Young people figure more promi-
nently in your life this afternoon. A new animal is about to come upon the scene.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Early morning meetings and conferences are good places to show off your
skills. Your ability to act and accomplish what is set out before you is commendable and
acknowledged. Continue this afternoon to push forward with your work and do not allow
any outside force to slow your progress. You will find this a profitable and successful day.
This is a busy time. New beginnings can be seen on the horizon and this is probably due to
your preliminary work in setting the possibilities into motion. This may mean a promotion,
a new relationship, new business or any other number of things that get you where you
want to go in order to accomplish some big goals. Good for you; give yourself a big pat on
the back and enjoy being entertained.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Higher-ups are willing to observe or view your ideas. Your work will be well
regarded. You are where you are because that is where you need to be. You gain attention
and receive rewards for your accomplishment—be patient of others. You respect honesty
and think that people should be as open with you as you are with them. There is a chance
to clear a matter of confusion and gain an understanding. Hesitation in any area of your
life may come from a fear of failure. Your adaptability prevents you from being the object
of this misconceived criticism. Remember to get the appropriate rest necessary for physi-
cal and mental strength. Good advice from a guide or older person may be expected. A
family member needs your praise.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 465

ACROSS
1. The basic unit of money in Uruguay.
5. A member of the majority people of
Punjab in northwestern India.
12. An informal term for a father.
15. (botany) Of or relating to the axil.
16. A system of principles for philosophic or
scientific investigations.
17. An agency of the United Nations affiliated
with the World Bank.
18. Port city in northwestern Belgium and
industrial center.
19. A learner who is enrolled in an education-
al institution.
20. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation
equal to 100 ergs per gram of irradiated
material.
21. Carry out or participate in an activity.
23. A colorless odorless gaseous element
that give a red glow in a vacuum tube.
24. A large fleet.
26. The former capital and 2nd largest city of
Brazil.
29. The trait of lacking restraint or control.
32. A silvery soft waxy metallic element of
the alkali metal group.
35. The cry made by sheep.
36. Lacking sufficient water or rainfall.
39. A heavy gray-white metallic element.
42. Ox of southeast Asia sometimes consid-
ered a domesticated breed of the gaur.
43. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.
44. Tropical starchy tuberous root.
45. A logarithmic unit of sound intensity.
46. A sudden loss of consciousness resulting
when the rupture or occlusion of a blood
vessel leads to oxygen lack in the brain.
47. A sock with a separation for the big toe.
51. A metallic element of the rare earth
group.
52. A son who has the same first name as his
father.
55. A crisp smooth lustrous fabric.
59. A unit of magnetic flux density equal to
one weber per square meter.
60. Any plant of the genus Caragana having
even-pinnate leaves and mostly yellow flow-
ers followed by seeds in a linear pod.
63. Distinguished from Bovidae by the male's
having solid deciduous antlers.
67. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
68. Not easy to combine harmoniously.
71. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
72. Relating to or characteristic of or occur-
ring on the sea or ships.
73. The process of translating photographs
into a digital form that can be recognized by
a computer.
74. A hospital unit staffed and equipped to
provide intensive care.
75. A lipoprotein that transports cholesterol
in the blood.
76. One who professes great sensitivity to the
beauty of art and nature.
77. Tag the base runner to get him out.

DOWN
1. Especially one side of a leaf.
2. A feeling of strong eagerness (usually in
favor of a person or cause).
3. (legend) Chalice used by Christ at the last
supper.
4. Order by virtue of superior authority.
5. Affected manners intended to impress
others.
6. The products of human creativity.
7. A group of southern Bantu languages.
8. Similar to the color of jade.
9. Used of a single unit or thing.
10. Ruffed grouse.
11. (prefix) Within.
12. English theoretical physicist who applied
relativity theory to quantum mechanics and
predicted the existence of antimatter and
the positron (1902-1984).
13. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
14. An informal term for a father.
22. French film maker influenced by surreal-
ism.
25. A crime syndicate in the United States.
27. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not
the external persona) that is in touch with
the unconscious.
28. Develop under favorable conditions, such
as germs and bacteria.
30. African tree having an exceedingly thick
trunk and fruit that resembles a gourd and
has an edible pulp called monkey bread.
31. Toward the mouth or oral region.
33. Neckwear worn in a slipknot with long
ends overlapping vertically in front.
34. West Indian tree having racemes of fra-
grant white flowers and yielding a durable
timber and resinous juice.
37. 1/1000 gram.
38. (Greek mythology) The goddess of for-
tune.
40. South American shrub having edible
greenish plumlike fruit.
41. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit
juice.
48. A soft silvery metallic element of the alka-
li earth group.
49. Coming into existence.
50. (old-fashioned) At or from or to a great
distance.
53. A port city in southwestern Croatia on the
Adriatic.
54. A state in midwestern United States.
56. Feed, care for, and rear young birds for
flight.
57. A village of huts for native Africans in
southern Africa.
58. A long pointed rod used as a weapon.
61. In bed.
62. The sister of your father or mother.
64. Characteristic of false pride.
65. A ruler of the Inca Empire (or a member
of his family).
66. Material used to daub walls.
69. Antibacterial drug (trade name Nydrazid)
used to treat tuberculosis.
70. Neckwear consisting of a long narrow
piece of material worn (mostly by men)
under a collar and tied in knot at the front.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

Al-Madeena 22418714

Al-Shuhada 22545171

Al-Shuwaikh 24810598

Al-Nuzha 22545171

Sabhan 24742838

Al-Helaly 22434853

Al-Faiha 22545051

Al-Farwaniya 24711433

Al-Sulaibikhat 24316983

Al-Fahaheel 23927002

Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 24316983

Ahmadi 23980088

Al-Mangaf 23711183

Al-Shuaiba 23262845

Al-Jahra 25610011

Al-Salmiya 25616368

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

(1) Ear, Nose and Throat (2) Plastic Surgeon

Dr. Abdul Mohsin Jafar, 
FRCS (Canada)                                         25655535

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210
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The chic US footwear brand, Steve Madden, has
recently launched its spring summer 2014 range for
men and women. From strappy sandals to chic

wedges, the SS’14 collection for ladies embodies 60s Brit
Rock lifestyle. Spring is all about festivals, picnics, con-
certs, and parties and the Steve Madden girl is doing it all
in style. Strappy flat sandals like Daisey and Kroatia are
stylish day wear while sky high styles like the Magnetik
and Areaa are perfect for those late nights on the town.
Miss Madden takes her love of vintage to the next level
by sporting the styles of the Romans. The Glendael gives
a sensational twist to the Gladiator trend by adding
height with a stacked platform and heel. 

Turning heads is standard practice for the Steve
Madden girl, and the knee high Sparta, will make sure
you are grabbing attention wherever you go. The shorter
Plato, offered in a plethora of colors, is perfectly styled
with shorts, vintage t-shirt, and floppy hat and sunnies -
best suited for warm spring days spent outside! Sky-high
cork wedges, like the Roperr and Pride have elastic
uppers, which make them daytime adventure-approved.
Take the fierce Stretche stiletto out on nights when you
want to embrace your inner rock goddess. As far as the

SM chick is concerned, festival season never ends. The
Bfringer and Bmocha, with their fringe details, are festi-
val-approved. 

If you are looking for a little more structure, you can
rock out with the BBoxer and BBentley. These gorgeous
bags have silhouettes perfect for any occasion, day or
night, but the zipper and hardware details add an extra
edge to any look!

Steve Madden’s Spring 2014 collection for men has all
the designs for the fun loving man who enjoys concerts,

after parties, jam sessions, vintage shopping and more
parties! Clad in skinny jeans, vintage band t-shirt and sun-
glasses, the Steve Madden guy makes his own path! From
dapper brogues to streamlined loafers to casual styles,
Steve Madden has the many trends to suit a man’s various
tastes.

From the Ditmarz, with its perforated upper, to the
Cayler, with its striking buckle detail, to the Churchil, with
its denim upper, The SM guy has shoes that are not only
perfect for any situation in which he finds himself, but

which also makes him stand out in the crowd! Steve
Madden brogues elevate his look, and also give him the
edge he’s looking for. The Dewke and Disick offer 60s-
inspired moods that work perfectly with his style.

The Steve Madden guy lives for details. The Tasmania
and the M-Beachy update the classic flip flop with inter-
esting textures and colors to maintain a cool vibe, true to
his style! So hurry now to the nearest Steve Madden store
and pick your favorite style for the season! Available at
The Avenues- The Mall.

Steve Madden launches season’s 
must-have dynamic styles for men and women!

Jaden Smith:

I’m here for you 
Shia LaBeouf

Jaden Smith has reached out to Shia LaBeouf, insisting he has a “fellow
insane” friend in him.  The 15-year-old star tried to visit the 27-year-old
Hollywood actor - who wore a brown paper bag over his head to the

German premiere of his new film ‘Nymphomaniac’ earlier this month and has
repeatedly insisted he is no longer famous - at his #IAMSORRY silent art installa-
tion in Los Angeles, and though they never got to meet, Jaden wants Shia to
know he is “seriously” there to give him support.  Jaden - who is the son of
actors Will Smith and Jada Pinkett Smith - wrote on Twitter: “I Waited In Line
Today On Beverly Blvd To See @thecampaignbook I Never Got See Him But I
Had A Very Important Message To Deliver.  “I’m Here If You Need A Fellow
Insane Person To Talk To. But I’m Seriously Here Not Like One Of Those I’m Here
For You’s That Everybody Says. (sic)” Jaden - who only follows Shia on Twitter -
added: “It Was A Message That Only Could Be Understood Artist To Artist. @the-
campaignbook I’m Here For You I Believe In What Your Doing (sic)”
Meanwhile,Shia’s ‘Nymphomaniac’ co-star Felicity Gilbert is concerned his
recent antics are “dangerous” because the public don’t understand what he is
doing. She told The Metro newspaper: “I think this is his own project. His own
creation. But I think people don’t necessarily sympathise with him that easily
and so it is a dangerous thing to do.”

Richie supports Spears in Vegas

Nicole Richie was “crawling on all fours” while watching
Britney Spears in Las Vegas.  The reality star-turned-fashion
designer went to support the ‘Perfume’ singer during her

residency at Planet Hollywood Resort and Casino last night and
enthusiastically danced and sang along to the show.  Britney took
to her Twitter account to thank the 32-year-old star for going to
see her perform.  She posted: “Can we all give a round of applause
to @NicoleRichie for playing along in the show tonight? U looked
hot crawling on all fours ;).  (sic)” Nicole also posted two photo-
graphs on Instagram of her at the show and in one she is seen
holding up a Britney Spears’ t-shirt, after she was invited up on
stage.  Wearing a stylish black outfit and fur jacket, Nicole can be
seen laughing stood next to the brunette superstar and the pair
are surrounded by scantily-clad male dancers. Another snap shows
Nicole with her arms around Britney, 32, who is wearing a black
leather and animal print one-piece, accompanied with the caption
“#GOODBYE” and the tag ‘Vegas’. Nicole has been a huge fan of
Britney since she was a teenager and previously posted a video of
her copying the star’s signature dance moves.  She said: “I have
been a huge Britney fan since I was 16 and have been to all of her
concerts.”

Aguilera’s new fiance 
spent  year planning ring
Christina Aguilera’s new fiance spent a year designing her engagement ring.

The 33-year-old singer’s boyfriend, Matt Rutler, popped the question on
Valentine’s Day and he spent months planning the proposal because he wanted

to “reflect” their “journey” in the jewelry. A source told Us Weekly: “Matt has been work-
ing on the ring for over a year and been working on the proposal for several months.
“Matt spent a year’s time mastering all the specific details with the designer to signify
their love and their journey together - it’s all reflected in the ring.” Matt - who has been
dating Christina since they met on the set of her 2010 movie ‘Burlesque’, on which he
was a production assistant - took inspiration from two of the ‘Beautiful’ hitmaker’s
favorite pieces of jewelry and thought carefully about the meaning behind the nine
gemstones which accompany the diamond. The source continued: “Matt knew what
her two favorite rings were and married them together into one, incorporating all the
details that she specifically loved. Every jewel and diamond placing has a reason and
meaning for being placed there.” The colored gemstones were placed beneath the
main diamond “so they always touch her actual skin in forever-encouraging love ... and
surrounding her at all times.” The band is also woven with diamonds to symbolize how
the couple’s bond will continue to grow stronger. Christina was previously married to
music executive Jordan Bratman, for five years until 2010, and they have six-year-old
son Max together.

Conor Maynard; I won’t
end up like Bieber

Conor Maynard says he won’t make the same mistakes as Justin
Bieber because he’s “good at not breaking the law”. The 21-year-
old singer recognizes there are temptations all around for young

pop stars like himself and 19-year-old Justin, who has had several run-ins
with police recently including being arrested and charged with driving
under the influence (DUI), resisting arrest and driving without a license in
Miami in January. Conor has assured his fans he has no plans to copy his
pop peer but he does have sympathy for the pressure Justin must be
under as one of the world’s most famous musicians.  The ‘R U Crazy’ hit-
maker quipped to BANG Showbiz: “I don’t worry about ending up like
Justin. I can just not do any illegal stuff! I feel like I’m good at not break-
ing the law. That’s always a good trait to have as a person. Speaking
about Justin’s situation, he added: “As an outsider looking in I feel like
that maybe he feels as though he can’t do anything right, no matter
what he does he’s going to be shot down. Maybe in he thinks, ‘If you
want me to do things wrong, I’ll show you.’ But you never know what’s
going on in people’s heads, you never know the pressures and the stress-
es that Justin has.” Conor - who is busy working
on his second album - insists he has been able
to stay grounded because he has kept a close
group of trusted friends around him that
knew him before he became famous. The
singer - who per-
formed at the
Brooklyn Bowl as
part of BRITs
Week at The O2
on Tuesday night
and was sup-
ported by Lewis
Watson -
explained: “I’ve
kept the friends I
already had, 100 percent.
I’ve heard that advice from
a million people. When Wiley and I shot
our video to ‘Animal’ lots of my friends
came down and Wiley said, ‘Make sure
you keep your friends around as much
as you can and for as many things as
possible.’ I ’ve taken that advice on
board and keep the same people
around me. At the moment I’ve got the
right people around me that keep me
on the right path.”

Nile Rodgers got sober because he worried his lifestyle would destroy his musi-
cal ability. The Chic guitarist - who is expected to perform with Pharrell Williams
at tonight’s (19.02.14) BRIT Awards - admits drugs used to be an “important”

part of his life, but he quit his habits because his career meant more to him than party-
ing. He said: “I felt that that would be an impingement on my ability to play music. “I
remember reading an article by Keith Richards saying he could live without drugs but
he couldn’t live without music and I feel exactly the same way. “My life revolved around
music but drugs were an important component, just as much so as any intellectual
property or breathing or eating food.” Nile realized he needed to get sober when his
behavior at Madonna’s 35th birthday party stunned his friends. He told Metro newspa-
per: “As of Madonna’s next birthday, if I’m lucky, it will be 20 years since I’ve had a drink
or drug in my body, which is the most remarkable, incredible thing. “It was her party
down in Miami Beach. I remember it not because I have a conscious memory of it but
because everybody filled in the blanks for me when I was writing my autobiography. “I
have first-hand testimonies from people who were completely aware and sober going,
‘Oh my God Nile we’ve never seen you like that’, and that was all I needed to hear, peo-
ple that I trusted telling me for all intents and purposes I had gone mad.”

Rodgers puts music 
before drugs

Sheen wants Mueller to 
move back into mansion

Charlie Sheen wants Brooke Mueller
to move back into her Beverly Hills
home. The ‘Anger Management’ star -

who has been locked in a bitter custody
war with Brooke over four-year-old twins
Bob and Max - previously announced he
intended to sell the Mulholland Estates
mansion, which he bought for her and is
situated close to his own home, but he has
now relented as he wants to keep the boys
nearby when she regains custody of them.
A source told RadarOnline.com: “Charlie
now wants Brooke to move back into the
house after she regains custody of the boys.
“It’s important to Charlie that the boys be in
the same neighborhood and close by.  So,
he is no longer threatening to sell the
house. Brooke stays in the house during her

custodial visits with the twins and she is looking forward to moving back in.”
Charlie previously wanted to sell the $4.8 million house - where the twins are
currently living with their uncle Scott Mueller - and it was expected Brooke
would be out the house before the end of last year.   A source previously said:
“Charlie knows someone that is extremely interested in buying the house. He
hasn’t formally listed the house for sale, because he is hoping to just do a pri-
vate sale, without having the bother of putting it on the market.  “Brooke
might be out of the house by the end of the year. If Charlie’s potential buyer
backs out, he will formally list it. The house will likely sell very quickly because
inventory is extremely low, and Mulholland Estates is a very desirable place to
live.”  Brooke - who has been to rehab 20 times - lost custody of the twins in
May last year when she was put under involuntary psychiatric hold, stem-
ming from an alleged drug overdose.  Bob and Max were being looked after
by another of Charlie’s ex-wives, Denise Richards, until they displayed violent
behavior to her own children, and were placed in the care of Brooke’s brother
Scott. Charlie - who married Brooke in 2008 before divorcing her in 2011 -
also has a grown-up daughter Cassandra from a previous relationship and
daughters Sam, nine, and Lola, eight, with Denise. He recently got engaged to
girlfriend Brett Rossi.

Kanye West is making a movie with Brett Easton Ellis. The con-
troversial author was initially reluctant to work with the
‘Bound 2’ hitmaker, but was instantly won over when he heard

the rapper’s latest album ‘Yeezus’, though he is unsure when the
project will go ahead. He said: “It’s in Kanye Land, and that’s subject
to a whole other time frame.” offered Ellis on the status of the film.
“He came and asked me to write the film. I didn’t want to at first.
Then I listened to ‘Yeezus’. It was early summer last year and I was
driving in my car. He’d given me an advance copy, and I thought,

regardless of whether I’m right for this project, I want to work with
whoever made this. So I said yes. And that’s how it happened.  “That
was seven or eight months ago. We’ll see what happens.” As well as
being a fan of Kanye’s music, the ‘American Psycho’ author finds him
a fascinating person, though he admits he doesn’t always come
across well to the public. He added in an interview with Vice: “I really
like him as a person. I know he comes off in this performance-art
way in the press, but if you’re just alone with him in a room talking
for three hours, it’s kind of mind-blowing.”

West making a movie with Ellis
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Bruce Springsteen, center right, performs with the E Street Band on stage in Sydney yesterday. — AP

David Bowie could become the old-
est recipient of a Brit Award.
Bowie, 67, nominated in the best

British male solo artist category for his
unexpected comeback last year with
album “The Next Day”, is tipped to win
the award for the first time since 1984.
The current oldest winner is Welsh croon-

er Tom Jones, who received an honorary
prize for his outstanding contribution to
music in 2003, when he was 62.

Bowie is ranked the 1/3 odds-on
favorite by bookmakers to beat James
Blake, Tom Odell, John Newman and Jake
Bugg-who are all at least 40 years
younger than him. It would be only
Bowie’s second proper win at the Brits-
besides his 1984 award, his only other
title was an honorary one in 1996 for his
outstanding contribution to British
music. If Bowie turns up to collect his
prize at the O2 Arena in London it would
be a huge surprise as he has kept an
enigmatically low profile in New York for
the past decade.

British teen heartthrobs One Direction
are the act to beat for the best video
prize for their single “Best Song Ever”.  The
award will be decided by social media for
the first time at the Brits, with voting
open to fans around the world as the
show will be screened on YouTube in a
bid to boost its international status.

With almost 18 million followers on
Twitter, Harry Styles and his One
Direction bandmates have a clear advan-
tage.

Ellie Goulding is expected to take the
best British female prize, while Sheffield
rockers Arctic Monkeys-who drew critical
acclaim for a more polished sound on
fifth album “AM” - are hot favourites for
the best British group prize. Katy Perry,
Pharrell Williams-who provided the
vocals behind Daft Punk’s global smash
hit “Get Lucky”-and Arctic Monkeys will
perform live during the show. — AFP

Bowie tipped to become 
oldest Brit Award winner

File pic ture shows British singer
David Bowie performs at the Zenith
in Paris. —AFP For a documentary subject as forceful as

Elaine Stritch, filmmakers may need to turn
to nature a typhoon might do it - to find any-

thing approximate. Even the camera must warily
keep its distance in “Elaine Stritch: Shoot Me.” She
warns its operator when he gets too close: “I don’t
know whether this is  a skin commercial, or what.”
Stritch captivates just walking down the street:
greeting fans, chastising cabs, swaying to the
music of the sidewalk. “I wish I could f—-ing
drive,” she says at the opening of the documen-
tary. “Then I’d really be a menace.”

The strong types usually seen in movies-
caped men with powers, action heroes with six-
packs - have nothing on this long-legged, 89-
year-old New York broad. Stritch, who has long
eschewed pants of any sort, has the kind of fero-
cious voice that old age can’t quiet. Chiemi
Karasawa’s “Elaine Stritch: Shoot Me” is an irre-
sistibly entertaining documentary that captures
Stritch during what she unsentimentally calls
“almost post-time.” After seven decades perform-
ing in New York - on Broadway, in countless
cabaret nights at the Cafe Carlyle - Stritch’s enor-
mous energy has been knocked by the increasing
years, diabetes, and surgeries on her hip and eyes.

But “Shoot Me,” made over the last few years, is
a document not of Stritch’s dwindling, but of her
feisty persistence. As the film shows, she has trou-
ble remembering lyrics and sometimes struggles
to get out of bed. At home and during rehearsals,
it chronicles her grand exit from New York, her
home since she was 17, and her decision to retire
back to Michigan. Stritch is a paragon of old-fash-
ioned show business: A brassy and blunt survivor
of New York theater life. More than a decade ago,
the New York Landmarks Conservancy named her
a living landmark.

“I like the courage of age,” she declares.
Karasawa shoots Stritch in intimate, unglamorous
situations, most notably one night in a hospital

bed with curlers in her hair, chastened by a health
scare: “It’s time for me,” she says. “I can feel it
everywhere.” A theatrical being down to her soul,
Stritch is often a fascinating companion, throwing
off such candid reflections, joining an elevator
operator in song, or miming a limp to avoid a
parking ticket in the Hamptons. But she is also,
unquestionably, a handful.

Her needs are many, which her musical direc-
tor Rob Bowman patiently tries to meet. She
repeatedly criticizes the documentary’s very own
cameraman, ordering him to more aggressively
shoot her unpacking a box of her cherished
English muffins. The question of how taxing it is
to work with Stritch is unavoidable. D.A.
Pennebaker’s 1970 documentary on the cast
recording of “Company” showed her sparring with

Stephen Sondheim. In “Shoot Me,” we glimpse a
letter from Woody Allen before they shot the film
“September,” warning her of overly dramatic
behavior and requesting that she “keep the ques-
tioning to a rock-bottom minimum.” Tina Fey, who
cast Stritch in a recurring role on her sitcom “30
Rock,” says: “It’s a bear. And it’s always worth it.”

Stritch is worth it not just because of her tal-
ent, but for her inspiring perseverance. She’s a
born entertainer, and a spirited remnant of a dis-
appeared New York. She sings from “Follies”:
“Good times and bum times, I’ve seen them all/
And, my dear, I’m still here.” “Elaine Stritch: Shoot
Me,” a Sundance Selects release, is not rated by
the Motion Picture  Association of America.
Contains expletives. Running time: 82 minutes.
Three and a half stars out of four. — AP

Review

Elaine Stritch undimmed 
in documentary

These film images
released by the

Sundance Selects
shows Elaine Stritch in

a scene from ‘Elaine
Stritch: Shoot 

Me’. —AP photos

Anwar Congo makes no secret of the fact that he killed
about 1,000 people with his bare hands, boasting about
the methods he used to murder alleged communists in

1960s Indonesia. There were blocks of wood used to cave in
skulls; machetes with which he butchered victims, or a simple
wire that he says helped achieve quick and effective strangu-
lation. Congo’s testimony provides the chilling framework for
director Joshua Oppenheimer’s Oscar-nominated documen-
tary “The Act of Killing”, which turns its cameras on to the per-
petrators of massacres that claimed at least 500,000 lives.

Oppenheimer says that the attention the film has received
around the world is forcing Indonesia to address a dark
episode in its history, which ushered in the 32-year rule of dic-
tator Suharto. The film won the prize for best documentary on
Sunday at the Bafta awards, the British Oscars where it was
also nominated for best foreign film. It is also in the running
for best documentary at the Oscars on March 2.

“I thought I had wandered into Germany 40 years after the
Holocaust to find the Nazis were still in power,” Oppenheimer
said of the men who feature in his film. “They are very proud
of what they did and often told me the stories with smiles on
their faces,” he said on the phone from Los Angeles. In the film
the men, who carried out the killings during a purge triggered
by a failed coup in late 1965, show little if any remorse.  “What
I hope-should we be so lucky as to win the Academy Award-is
that it will encourage Indonesians to finally hold their leaders
to account for their crimes,” said Oppenheimer.

Some in Indonesia have not welcomed the film, contend-
ing the country was already taking its own steps towards com-

ing to terms with the episode-and that such outside interfer-
ence hinders the process. While Oppenheimer has publicized
the film, a number of the Indonesians involved in its produc-
tion-including the person cited as one of its co-directors-have
chosen to stay anonymous in fear for their safety.

‘Imposing denial’
To get the likes of Congo to talk, the film invites those

involved in the killings to reenact their past as though they
were making a feature film, including musical numbers and

even attempts at slapstick humor. Those involved do not seem
aware that the film will cast them in a bad light. It makes for
compelling-and disturbing-viewing. “I was not sure whether it
was safe to approach these people at all, but when I did I
found they were immediately boastful,” Oppenheimer said.
Army General Suharto blamed the coup attempt on
Indonesia’s Communist Party, and the military actively encour-
aged-and in some cases took part in the anti-communist
killings that erupted in some parts of the country. 

Suharto put down the coup and used the episode to mus-
cle out then- president Sukarno and take power, later ruling
Indonesia for three decades. Paramilitary groups such as the
one Congo was part of were given license to gather and kill
suspected communists, and seize their property and posses-
sions.  No action has ever been taken against those responsi-
ble for the deaths. “I suddenly realized that all these men are
boasting not because they are proud but because they know
what they did is wrong,” said Oppenheimer. “They are trying to
deny that to themselves and impose that denial on the whole
society.” The film was produced by Oscar- winner Errol Morris
(“The Fog of War”) and Oscar-nominated Werner Herzog
(“Encounters at the End of the World”). It has so far picked up
32 international awards. 

Taking sides 
“The Act of Killing” was not granted a general release at

Indonesian cinemas, with the government raising doubts
about the film’s portrayal of history. Beyond special select
screenings, the film is available for download. The killings are

not closely examined by school textbooks and were not wide-
ly discussed during Suharto’s iron-fisted rule. However follow-
ing his fall in 1998, and in recent years, Indonesians have
begun to talk about the issue more openly with frequent
newspaper stories, academic seminars and published mem-
oirs. Critics say more needs to be done, and point to the fact
the Attorney General’s office has refused to start a probe
despite an extensive 2012 report from Indonesia’s official
human rights body which claimed to have found extensive
evidence of abuse. Presidential spokesman Teuku Faizasyah
said the film “is simplifying a dark, complicated period of his-
tory,” and was one-sided.

In a statement issued earlier this month to the Jakarta
Globe newspaper, the film’s anonymous co-director denied
the charge it had been produced by foreigners out to nega-
tively affect Indonesia’s global reputation. “A negative image is
when unfairness and impunity is being sustained. Negative
image is when there was no apology conveyed to the victims
and the families of the victims of the crimes against humanity.
A negative image is to make the architect of the mass killing a
hero,” the co-director’s statement said.

And Oppenheimer, who is working on a follow-up focus-
ing on the victims’ side of the story, is convinced “The Act of
Killing” has helped mainstream media in Indonesia address
the genocide and open it up further for public debate.
“There’s no stuffing the genie back in the bottle,” he said. “It is
opening a space for people to finally acknowledge the most
painful and troubling aspect of contemporary Indonesia
without fear.” — AFP

Oscar-nominated ‘Act of Killing’ confronts Indonesia’s dark past

He’s got Tonys and a Grammy. Now
songwriter Robert Lopez is a little
stunned that he might soon take

home an Oscar. “My only dream coming out
of college was to get a show up in New York
and having it reviewed,” he says. “Quite hon-
estly, I just wanted to be doing something in
the theater that wasn’t just for free.” Lopez,
who helped create “Avenue Q” and “The
Book of Mormon,” is up for an Academy
Award next month along with his co-writing
partner and wife, Kristen Anderson-Lopez,
for best song honors.

The songwriting duo’s “Let it Go” from the
“Frozen” soundtrack is one of four eligible to
win, including Pharrell’s “Happy” from the
“Despicable Me 2” soundtrack, U2’s
“Ordinary Love” from “Mandela: Long Walk
to Freedom,” and “The Moon Song” by Karen
O. of the Yeah Yeah Yeahs for Spike Jonze’s
“Her.” At the Oscars, Broadway star Idina
Menzel will sing “Let it Go,” as she did in the
film. Lopez and his wife recently got to meet
some of their competition and were a tad
intimidated. “It’s a strong year and these are
artists that we look up to and think of as
rock stars. We don’t think of us in the same
league,” he said.

At a photo shoot, Lopez and Anderson-
Lopez posed beside Bono, Jonze, Karen O.
and Pharrell. “We just felt like this couple
that somehow wandered in and got to be in
the picture,” he says, laughing. “We felt like
photobombers.” Others might disagree,
pointing to the huge success of “Frozen,”
about a magically icy princess and her sister.

It has earned more than $864 million global-
ly and prompted many YouTube tributes.
Disney is even in talks about adapting
“Frozen” into a Broadway musical.

Before the Academy Awards ceremony,
Lopez will be in the spotlight for another
reason: He is one of the speakers at the
third TEDxBroadway conference, which
brings together producers, marketers,
entrepreneurs, academics and artists to try
to answer the question, “What is the best
Broadway can be?” This year the annual
gathering is set for Feb. 24 at New World
Stages. Lopez plans to talk about a critical
moment in his life before he worked on
“Avenue Q” when he shifted his focus from
trying to please potential employers to writ-
ing music to please audiences. The hits and
awards soon followed. He and his wife are
eager to restart work on a musical they had
to shelve while they worked on “Frozen,”
which was informed by their raising of two
daughters. The new one is an original show
called “Up Here” and it will be directed by
Alex Timbers at a regional theater to be
named later. “It’s a very high-concept musi-
cal along the lines of ‘Avenue Q’ but on a
larger scale.” One thing Lopez said he’s
grateful for is that his wife - with whom he
created the 2011 Disney film “Winnie the
Pooh” and “Finding Nemo - The Musical” at
Disney World - is getting more recognition.
“I love seeing her finally get credit for the
great artist that I think she is,” he said. “She’s
been whispering in my ear my whole career
and helping me along the way.” — AP

Robert Lopez on 
upcoming Oscars, TEDx talk



THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2014

l if e s t y l e
F a s h i o n

Katy Perry has been crowned the Woman of the Year
at the 2014 Elle Style Awards. The ‘Dark Horse’ hit-
maker was presented with the honor, in recognition

of her efforts to empower women across the world and her
huge success in the music industry, by Kylie Minogue at
the glitzy ceremony at One Embankment in London on
Tuesday night.

‘The Voice’ UK coach, 45, was clearly thrilled to meet the
29-year-old star as she shared a photograph of them at the
event on Twitter shortly afterwards, writing: “I presented
the 1&only @katyperry with her @ELLEUK Woman of the

Year award. Con-grats and con-kittens!! (sic)” Meanwhile,
‘Thor’ star Tom Hiddleston, 33, was named the magazine’s
Man of the Year and sent a video message expressing his
gratitude, as he was unable to attend the event.

Other big winners were Lily Allen and Tinie Tempah,
who were named the female and male UK Recording
Artists of the Year. ‘Happy’ hitmaker and Oscar-nominee
Pharrell won the International Recording Artist trophy,
while ‘Harry Potter’ star Emma Watson, 23, was named
Actress of the Year.

Suki Waterhouse, who met her boyfriend Bradley

Cooper at the awards last year, was named Model of the
Year, while top fashion photographer David Bailey was
honored with a Lifetime Achievement trophy.

Full List of Winners: 
UK Recording Artist Female: Lily Allen
British Designer of the Year: Christopher Kane
ELLE Model of the Year: Suki Waterhouse
UK Recording Artist Male: Tinie Tempah
Accessory Designer of the Year: Kate Hillier
ELLE Man of the Year: Tom Hiddleston
Red Carpet Designer of the Year: Emilia Wickstead

Contemporary Designer of the Year: Isabel Marant
Fashion Innovator: Nicola Formichetti for Diesel
International Recording Artist: Pharrell Williams
Actress of the Year: Emma Watson
Lifetime Achievement: David Bailey
ELLE Woman of the Year: Katy Perry — Bang Showbiz

London
Fashion Week

Katy Perry named Woman of the Year

Models present creations from designer KTZ during the 2014 autumn / winter London Fashion Week in London.— AP/AFP photos

Czech model Karolina Kurkova, left, presents Diesel fash-
ion director Nicola Formichetti with the Fashion Innovator
award.

British model Suki Waterhouse,
Model of The Year winner, poses
with her awards.

British actress Emma Watson. British model Cara Delevingne
attends the Elle Style Awards in
central London. — AFP photos

British singer Lily Allen attends
the Elle Style Awards.

US singer Katy Perry poses with
the ELLE Woman of the Year
award.
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In the wake of a fresh diversity push among models and
under the headline “New York Fashion Week: Diversity Talks
But White Faces Walk,” the culture and style website Jezebel

has already crunched the numbers on the number of models
of color who walked this time around, declaring the math
shows little progress. The site looked at 148 shows during
eight days of previews concluding Thursday and found 985
looks were worn by models of color out of 4,621. That, Jezebel
said on its website Friday night, means about 79 percent of
those models were white.

That number is slightly smaller than last season, the site
said, but has changed little from roughly 80 percent of looks
worn during New York Fashion Weeks over the past six sea-
sons. Last September, black models Iman and Naomi
Campbell, along with veteran modeling agent Bethann
Hardison, launched the Balance Diversity campaign, which
included open letters to organizers of fashion weeks in New
York, London, Paris and Milan that called out designers whose
catwalks were almost entirely white. They have a new recruit
in British model Jourdan Dunn, who told The Guardian recent-
ly it’s “lazy” for fashion editors to ignore black models based
on the argument that they don’t sell, according to Jezebel.

Jezebel acknowledged that for a few shows it was difficult
to break down models by race because it could not obtain the
names of the models who walked. The site scoured photos on
Style.com and excluded menswear, breaking the count into
black, Asian, Latina and “other,” where Middle Eastern women
would fall. It counted non-European Latina models as Latina
and called its system flawed when considering mixed-race

models. That said, the site estimated 9.75 percent of the mod-
els counted were black, 7.67 percent were Asian, 2.12 percent
were Latina and .45 percent were “other.”

As is often the case, some models of color walked for more
designers than others. For example, Jezebel said, black models
Grace Mahary and Herieth Paul walked in 17 and 13 shows,
respectively. For comparison’s sake, newer face Leila Nda
walked eight. Cindy Bruna, who closed Cushnie et Ochs,
walked in nine shows. Asian model Tian Yi was in 13 shows,
and Xiao Wen Ju, Sung Hee Kim and Chen Lin were all in 14.

Jezebel said only a few designers used entirely white casts,
while others regressed. Calvin Klein, for instance, used five
models of color last season but featured two black models this
time around, according to the site. Last September, Balance
Diversity called out by name some industry heavyweights in
an open letter to the Council of Fashion Designers of America
challenging them to work for more diversity. The designers
included Donna Karan, Proenza Schouler, The Row, Victoria
Beckham and Klein as among those who used almost no black
models in the February shows a year ago. This time, Jezebel
named as designers with diverse casts Diane von Furstenberg,
Desigual, Bibhu Mohapatra, Ohne Titel, Pamella Roland,
Naeem Khan, Zac Posen and Tracy Reese. Anna Sui and
Creatures of the Wind used models of color to open and close
their shows, the site said.—AP

Jezebel says little progress
in model diversity
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Models present autumn/win-
ter 2014-2015 collection cre-
ations by Lady Cacahuete on

the last day of Madrid
Fashion Week in Madrid.

AP/AFP photos
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Ukrainian dancers of the National Ballet of Kiev perform during the Arbil Festival on February 18, 2014 in Arbil, the capital of the autonomous Kurdish region of northern Iraq. — AFP

St Patrick may have banished snakes and
brought Christianity to Ireland, but perhaps
his greatest feat was one of sheer endurance.

After all, there were hundreds of other future saints
roaming Ireland at the time, but Patrick is the one
who gets the party. On March 17, Guinness will
flow from Malin to Moscow, the Chicago River will
run green and parades will be held worldwide to
celebrate the fifth-century preacher and patron
saint of Ireland.

“St Patrick’s legacy is pretty impressive,” says his-
torian Brian Lacey, “especially considering he wasn’t
even Irish.” Patrick was British, captured at the age
of 16 by a band of raiders and brought as a slave to
Ireland. For six years he tended sheep on a remote
mountain in County Antrim and wrestled with
visions from God. After escaping, he went on to
become a bishop who traveled throughout Ireland
building churches, baptizing converts and perform-
ing countless miracles along the way.

In recent years there have been calls to rein in
the revelry and reclaim the religious aspects of the
national holiday. Some are even attempting to
boost the name recognition of other saints (early
Irish records list as many as 1,700) and bring their
stories to the attention of the world.

There are hundreds of holy wells, sacred round
towers and monastic remains all over Ireland and it
seems every town and village boasts its own spe-
cial miracle maker.

Glendalough, County Wicklow: St Kevin
At Glendalough (valley of two lakes) in County

Wicklow, visitors can wander through the remains
of a monastic settlement that for 500 years was one
of Ireland’s greatest centers of learning. Founded
by Kevin in the sixth century, the soaring round
tower, churches and gravestones, as well as “St
Kevin’s Bed” - a man-made cave carved into the

rock high over one of the lakes - creates a strikingly
evocative scene and almost mystical sense of the
past.

Tour guides offer tales of how Kevin cast a mon-
ster into the upper lake, rebuked an ardent woman
suitor (one unlikely legend has him hurling her
from his cave into the depths below) and once,
while fasting, allowed a blackbird to build a nest on
his outstretched hand. The story goes that he kept
his arm outstretched until the chicks hatched.

There are endless such yarns woven around the
saints. At the time Ireland was dubbed “the Island
of Saints and Scholars” and monastic settlements
had to compete for pilgrims and patrons - causing
in-house scribes to pen ever more dramatic tales of
saintly powers.

Kildare, County kildare: St Brigid
Brigid, for example, is said to have turned water

into ale, diverted rivers from their courses and con-
jured up extra bacon for unexpected guests. When
she decided to build a monastery in Kildare in the
fifth century, she needed land from a local chief-
tain. He grudgingly agreed to give her as much as
her cloak would cover. Miraculously, the cloak kept
spreading for as many acres as she wanted.

Today, a round tower and cathedral mark the
spot in Kildare where Brigid’s abbey once stood. On
the outskirts of the town is a tranquil park with an
ancient well, said to have healing powers, next to a
tall bronze statue of the saint wearing a cross and
holding a flame.

Clonmacnoise, County Offaly: St Ciaran
In neighboring County Offaly, visitors can

explore the magnificent remains of the sixth-centu-
ry monastic site founded by Ciaran in
Clonmacnoise. It includes the ruins of a cathedral,
two round towers, three Celtic crosses and the

largest collection of early Christian gravestones in
Western Europe.

Ciaran’s path to sainthood was launched as a
young man, when he supposedly restored life to a
dead horse - just one example of his way with ani-
mals. Legend has it that a fox carried his psalter
(psalm book) and a stag held his books on its
antlers while he studied.

After performing the usual round of miracles,
Ciaran decided to build a monastery at
Clonmacnoise, smitten, he said, by the beauty of
the lush green plains and sweeping views of the
river Shannon. First though, he had to settle a
boundary dispute with a neighbor who offered
him land as far as he could throw his cap. After
uttering a prayer, a gust of wind swept Ciaran’s hat
across the fields. To this day, a sudden squall in the
midlands is sometimes called “Ciaran’s wind.” The

neighbor was eventually made a saint as well - St
Manchan.

Ardmore, county Waterford: St Declan
Farther south, at the picturesque seaside village

of Ardmore, visitors can learn about St Declan and
how he crossed the sea on a huge flagstone which
ran aground on a local beach. High on a hill above
the village are the spectacular remains of his fifth-
century settlement, including an ancient church
decorated with intricate stone carvings, one of the
tallest round towers in Ireland, and the remains of
an oratory where Declan is buried.

The saint still has a cult following in County
Waterford, which he Christianized before St Patrick.
The waters of St Declan’s well are said to possess
healing powers, especially for aching joints and
backs. And every year pilgrims flock to Ardmore to

celebrate his feast day on July 24 and throw a
weeklong party in his name.

St Patrick and many more
There are hundreds of other saints and saintly

shrines. At Fenit harbor in County Kerry in south-
west Ireland, a large bronze statue depicts St
Brendan, the sixth-century navigator who set off on
an epic voyage across the Atlantic in a wooden
boat covered with ox hides. Brendan is said to have
landed in Newfoundland, and to this day his follow-
ers claim the saint was the first to discover America.

Relics of saints also abound. The preserved head
of St Oliver Plunkett - who was hanged, drawn and
quartered in Britain in 1681 for his Catholic faith - is
housed in an elaborate shrine at St Peter’s Church
in Drogheda, a port town north of Dublin. For cen-
turies St Laurence O’Toole’s 900-year-old heart was
on display at Christ Church Cathedral in Dublin
until, shockingly, it was stolen in 2012 and has not
been recovered.

And, though he wasn’t Irish, St Valentine’s third-
century remains also ended up in Dublin, pre-
served in an elaborate reliquary at the Carmelite
church on Whitefriar Street. Still, Patrick remains the
star. This year Dublin will host a four-day extrava-
ganza including beer fests, ceilis (Irish folk dancing),
street performances and a lavish parade in honor of
“La Fheile Padraig” (St Patrick’s feast day).
Downpatrick in Northern Ireland, where the saint is
reputedly buried (and which has a huge visitor cen-
ter dedicated to all things Patrick) is throwing a
nine-day program of events. All this for a man who
famously described himself as “a sinner, the most
unlearned of men, the lowliest of all the faithful,
utterly worthless in the eyes of many.” — AP

Photo shows Celtic crosses and centuries-old gravestones on a sixth century
monastic settlement.

Photo shows St Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin, built in 1220 in honor of Ireland’s
patron Saint.

Photo shows the soaring round tower on the remains of an ancient monastic
settlement in Glendalough, County Wicklow.

Photo shows a book next to the altar of St Valentine in the Carmelite Church in Whitefriar
Street, Dublin.

Not just St Patrick: Ireland home to many saints 


