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KUWAIT: Red Bull Wakeboarding Athlete Duncan Zuur will be
visiting Kuwait to perform during Kuwait Yacht Show. Zuurfrom
Netherlands will be conducting a daily show from February 2-4
at the Marina Beach starting 4:30pm. He will be displaying his

signature tricks along with backflips and 360 jumps. 
Duncan, a multiple Dutch Wakeboarding Champion, is con-

sidered to be one of the top international wakeboarders and
one of the most successful to come from Europe. Zuur is well-

known for his amazing stunts including wakeboarding across a
flooded St. Mark’s Square in Venice and carving his way down
the narrow canals of Amsterdam as well as displaying his skills
inside Jeita Grotto in Lebanon. 

Red Bull athlete Duncan to perform at Kuwait Yacht Show

JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA: Danish driver Kevin Magnussen believes
he is at less of a disadvantage as he prepares for his first year in
Formula One than would have been the case in other years due to a
number of regulation changes for the new season. Magnussen got off
to the perfect start in his first session in the MP4-29 as he was fastest
on the third day of pre-season in Jerez, southern Spain.

The 21-year-old is just one of a number of changes at McLaren fol-
lowing on from their worst season in more than 30 years in 2013. Ron
Dennis has returned as chief executive officer, whilst the Surrey-based
team announced on Wednesday that Eric Boullier would be their new
racing director. However, the early signs for both McLaren and
Magnussen are good as the four teams powered by Mercedes
engines have made an encouraging start in Jerez.

By contrast, the four Renault-powered teams, including reign-
ing double world champions Red Bull, have struggled to put
together any significant track time as they try to come to terms
with the switch to turbocharged engines. And Magnussen
believes the new landscape brought about by the changes means
he is coming in on a more even playing field. “I wouldn’t say being
a rookie is an advantage, for sure. It is not as big a disadvantage as
it would have been in other years and that is good. “It is a good
season to come in because this car is so different and driving it is
going to be so different that everyone is going to have to learn

that, but I am a rookie and I still have a lot to learn things that oth-
er drivers know very well.

Impressive
“Working in a Formula One team, working on a race weekend, I’ll

not learn anymore about these things until I experience them.”
Magnussen will also have the experience of teammate and former
world champion Jenson Button to guide him. Button admitted on
Wednesday that he didn’t know too much about his new teammate
other than that he had a nice smile. But Magnussen feels he’ll be able
to pick the British driver’s brain for advice as the season progresses.

“He’s a nice guy. He has a lot of experience. I will learn a lot from
him so I am glad to have him as a teammate.” Magnussen’s achieve-
ment on Thursday was even more impressive given he only drove in
the afternoon as Button was given an extra morning on the track after
missing out on Tuesday as the car was not ready. And he is looking
forward to getting more laps under his belt on his first full day yester-
day. “I think I am not really looking into lap times at the minute.
Obviously I’m very happy about what we did and I’m especially happy
about the laps we got in. “I’m also happy about how many laps
Jenson got in. The reliability has been much better than we thought
and hopefully we’ll continue like that tomorrow. “At the moment
mileage is more important than reliability.” — AFP

Red Bull’s nightmare 
test season ends early
JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA: Reigning double Formula One world
champions Red Bull finished the four-day pre-season testing ses-
sion in Jerez, southern Spain, having completed just 21 laps after
ending the day early yesterday.

It was the third day in a row that the Austrian team decided
against running in the afternoon as they have struggled to come
to terms with a series of technical regulation changes for the new
season.

Australian driver Daniel Ricciardo completed seven laps early
yesterday in the RB10, but was over 10 seconds off the fastest
time set by Ferrari’s Fernando Alonso.

“It’s been a very difficult test,” team principal Christian Horner
said in a statement released by the team. “We have had numer-
ous Renault issues as well as chassis cooling issues, which have
affected our progress. However, despite the lack of mileage, what
we have managed to learn shows that the problems should be
solvable for the next test in Bahrain.

“Part of the purpose of this early test was to learn about any
issues ahead of the start of the season and there will now be a lot
of focus on the dyno over the next few weeks.” The race is now
on for Horner and chief technical officer Adrian Newey to come
up with a solution before the next series of testing in Bahrain
which begins on February 19.

There will be eight days of testing in all in two four-day blocks
in Bahrain before the season gets underway for real at the
Australian Grand Prix on March 16. And despite a frustrating
debut with his new team, Ricciardo is confident the issues will be
ironed out by the time it comes to Melbourne.

“It’s such a complex system this year that it is not going to
take 24 hours to solve. It is best now to get some time away from
the track and figure out what needs to be done. “That is not my
job, but I’ll be keeping in touch with the team to check on the
progress.

“I don’t think it’s going to affect us too much. As you have
seen we have the best team in the world and they are going to
turn this thing around. “It is not like the season has started yet
and we’re not losing points by not driving now. We still have a lot
of time to get track time.

“In the few laps I did in the car, it still feels like a race car. It is
nothing too out of the ordinary.” Red Bull’s problems have been
far from isolated amongst the four teams that are powered by
Renault engines.

Caterham and Toro Rosso also struggled to complete a signifi-
cant number of laps on the first three days in Jerez, whilst Lotus
didn’t even make it to Spain due to delays in delivering their new
car. By contrast, Red Bull’s title rivals have made a strong start
and seem well ahead of their preparations for the new campaign.
Mercedes’ drivers Lewis Hamilton and Nico Rosberg have com-
pleted over 250 laps, whilst between them Ferrari and McLaren
have registered the fastest times in each of the four days of test-
ing. — AFP

JEREZ: Mercedes’ German Nico Rosberg takes part in the Formula One pre-season test days at Jerez racetrack in Jerez
yesterday. — AFP

Rule changes a boost 
for rookie Magnussen


