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Director Robert Zemeckis is literally going back into the
past for his next project - a stage musical of “Back to the
Future.” Producers said Thursday night that a show

adapted from the sci-fi comedy franchise starring Michael J Fox
will open in London’s West End in 2015, the 30th anniversary of
the film. A Broadway run is a possibility if the new musical flies as
well as the film’s specially equipped DeLorean.

The new musical will have a book by Zemeckis, Bob Gale and
Jamie Lloyd, and new music and lyrics by composer Alan Silvestri
and songwriter and record producer Glen Ballard. Lloyd also will
direct. “The production will include illusions, skateboarding and
many other surprises that will capture the spirit of the film but
freshly interpret it for a new audience,” Lloyd said in a statement
yesterday.

In the 1985 film, Marty McFly becomes a human guinea pig
who travels back to his hometown in 1955. Once there, he gets
caught up in the soap opera lives of his own teenage parents,
including his mom who develops a crush on her future son. The
film was written by Zemeckis and Gale and had plenty of music,
including the Huey Lewis and the News theme tune “The Power
of Love” and Marty McFly’s futuristic rendition of “Johnny B.
Goode.”

The film, which co-starred Christopher Lloyd, Crispin Glover
and Lea Thompson, was so successful that it spawned two more
sequels, “Back to the Future Part II” in 1989 and “Back to the
Future Part III” in 1990. The new musical will join such recent Gen
X screen-to-stage remakes as “Ghost,” “Little Shop of Horrors,”
“Flashdance,” “Dirty Dancing,” “Big,” “Legally Blonde,” “The

Wedding Singer,” “Dirty Rotten Scoundrels” and “Elf.”
Oscar-winner Zemeckis has directed all “Back to the Future”

films, as well as “Who Framed Roger Rabbit,” “Forrest Gump,”
“The Polar Express” and “Flight.” Silvestri has scored many of
Zemeckis’ films, including “Romancing the Stone,” “Forrest
Gump” and “Cast Away.” Ballard, a six-time Grammy Award win-
ner, co-wrote and produced “Jagged Little Pill” for Alanis
Morissette and co-wrote the music for the stage musical adapta-
tion of “Ghost.”

Lloyd’s credits include “Cyrano de Bergerac” on Broadway,
“The Duchess of Malfi” at the Old Vic and “She Stoops to
Conquer” at the National Theatre. Gale, a frequent Zemeckis col-
laborator, has also written comic books, including issues of
“Batman.” Set and costume designs will be by Soutra Gilmour,
illusions by Paul Kieve, lighting design by Jon Clark, and musical
supervision by Alan Williams. Andrew Willis will be skateboard
consultant. The producers of the “Back to the Future” musical
will include Steven Spielberg’s Amblin Entertainment, Colin
Ingram, Universal Stage Productions, Donovan Mannato and CJ
E&M. — AP

Roald Dahl’s “Dirty Beasts” poems have a musical cadence which
may explain why, after the success of stage versions of “Matilda”
and “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”, three of them are

being set to music to introduce young people to the orchestra. The
anteater which gobbles a spoiled rich boy’s aunt, the flying toad
which can turn itself into a roly-poly bird to escape frog-loving French
gourmands, and the girl with a bag of sweets who sits on a porcupine
and has to have quills removed by a dentist have been orchestrated
by composer Benjamin Wallfisch for a February premiere at London’s
Southbank Centre.

“In these times when kids have so many options, I was hoping with
this piece aimed at people under the age of 10 to inspire them to
explore the orchestra,” Wallfisch, 33, who comes from a distinguished
British musical family, told Reuters in a telephone interview from his
home in Los Angeles. The premiere will take place during Southbank’s
“Imagine” children’s festival, which this year features a major strand of
Dahl tributes to coincide with the 50th anniversary of the publication
of “Charlie and the Chocolate Factory”.

Luke Kelly, Dahl’s grandson who helps direct his estate and who

was in London on Friday for the festival launch, said the late Welsh-
born author and onetime fighter pilot had a knack for writing works
that lend themselves to adaptations. “The characters are so boiled
down and the humour is so present I think it does translate to many
mediums, whether it’s musical, films or operas,” Kelly, 27, told Reuters.
Wallfisch, whose enthusiasm for the Dahl project bubbles down the
telephone line, would seem to be an ideal choice for setting his off-
beat, dark-hued poems to music.  He has scored movies ranging from
the Norse action film “Hammer of the Gods”, with an all-electronic
music track, to a lush, Vaughan Williams-esque score for “Summer in
February”, set in an artists’ colony in the English county of Cornwall.

Wallfisch, whose father is the renowned cellist Raphael Wallfisch
and whose cello-playing grandmother survived the Auschwitz exter-
mination camp, has been a huge enthusiast of improvising on the
piano since childhood, and also was strongly influenced by family
trips to the local movie theatre. “In the 1980s there were all these
amazingly great pieces of music being written for film and I tried to
understand and get my head around them. After we would come
back from ‘Star Wars’ or ‘Indiana Jones’ I would go to the piano and try

to figure out what was going on there” in the film soundtrack. “It does
for me what music does best - it hits you hard emotionally,” Wallfisch
said.

‘So outlandish’
For “Dirty Beasts” he has composed what he describes as “a sort of

trilogy which lasts about 20 minutes” to be performed over three con-
certs by the London Philharmonic starting on Feb.  16 with “The
Porcupine”, followed by “The Anteater” on May 11 and “The Toad and
the Snail” on Oct. 26. British television presenter Chris Jarvis will nar-
rate the poems. “It was an incredible chance to find a really colourful
musical illustration for storytelling based on these poems that kids
love and that are so outlandish,” Wallfisch said. The trickiest of the
three, he said, was the poem about the anteater, in which Dahl is hav-
ing fun with the different pronunciations in America and Britain of the
word “aunt”. —Reuters

‘Back to the Future’
musical planned for London

This 1985 file photo originally released by Universal Pictures
shows Michael J Fox as Marty McFly (left) and Christopher
Lloyd as inventor Doctor Emmett Brown in a scene from the
film, “Back to the Future.” — AP

Indian Bollywood actress Sushmita Sen poses during the launch of the book ‘I Am Life’ by
Shraddha Soni in Mumbai yesterday. — AFP 

Dave Haywood (from left) Hillary Scott and Charles Kelley of the country pop music group
Lady Antebellum perform in concert during their ‘Take Me Downtown Tour 2014’ at the Wells
Fargo Center on Thursday, Jan 30, 2014, in Philadelphia. — AP
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