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CAMBRIDGE, United States: Republican
lawmakers endorsed in principle the
legalization of millions of undocumented
immigrants on Thursday, but stopped
short of backing a pathway to citizenship.
The majority party in the House of
Representatives did, however, specify that
it backs opportunities for young immi-
grants brought to the country illegally by

their parents to become US citizens. Most
experts agree the Republicans’ low level
of support among voters of recent immi-
grant stock cost their candidates badly in
recent elections, and the party is under
pressure to reach out.

But many within the party ranks fear
that passing legislation to help regularize
the situation of millions of undocument-
ed migrants could hurt them with voters
from their white conservative base. At a
retreat for Republican representatives
under the leadership of House Speaker
John Boehner to set priorities ahead of
November’s mid-term elections, mem-
bers drew up an outline approach. “There
will be no special path to citizenship for
individuals who broke our nation’s immi-
gration laws - that would be unfair to

those immigrants who have played by
the rules and harmful to promoting the
rule of law,” said the draft, obtained by
reporters.

The draft said such immigrants “could
live legally and without fear in the US but
only if they were willing to admit their cul-
pability, pass rigorous background
checks, pay significant fines and back tax-

es”. The one-page “Standards of
Immigration Reform” is a only Republican
messaging document in a mid-term elec-
tion year. But it may also represent the
beginning of a thaw in a contentious
issue of a deeply divided Congress. The
principles call for improved border securi-
ty and revamping the country’s outdated
visa and employment verification pro-
grams. But it still leaves House
Republicans at odds with President
Barack Obama and the US Senate.

The upper chamber last year passed a
bipartisan immigration bill that included a
13-year pathway to citizenship for the
more than 11 million people in the United
States living in the shadows. Boehner
assured members behind closed doors
that the House would not take up “or

engage in negotiations with the Senate”
on that measure, but stressed that step-
by-step reform was important. “The safety
and security of our nation depends on our
ability to secure our border, enforce our
laws, improve channels for legal entry to
the country, and identify who is here ille-
gally,” Boehner said.

Plan welcomed
A pro-Republican pressure group, the

Latino Partnership for Conservative
Principles praised the plan as better than
Obama’s, and noted that it did not close
the door to citizenship. “If those who
legalize want to become citizens, they
need to follow the process established by
current law,” said Alfonso Aguilar, who
worked on citizenship issues for former
president George W Bush. The main US
rights group, the American Civil Liberties
Union, welcomed the Republicans’ step
forward, but complained that it does
nothing to tackle injustices in current
immigration system. “To lock up people
in deplorable prisons and detention facili-
ties, deny them a right to a lawyer or even
a hearing before they are imprisoned or
deported is inhumane,” it said.

The political group spearheading pres-
sure from reform, the DREAM Action
Coalition - which is behind Obama’s plan -
gave a guarded welcome to the rival idea,
but said it would wait to see any bill.
Some lawmakers are resisting calls from
Boehner and senior party leaders to move
on immigration, and the party must
decide whether to risk an internal fight
before November’s congressional elec-
tions. Boehner said that new strategies on
immigration as well as fiscal issues were
signals that Republicans were recalibrat-
ing as the party of the “alternative”, rather
than just the opposition.

Paul Ryan, the Republican vice presi-
dential candidate in 2012 who is seen as a
bridge between House leadership and
conservatives, underlined the reluctance
to provide what many in his party have
come to refer as “amnesty” for millions of
immigrants. “I do not think we should
have a special path to citizenship for the
undocumented immigrants,” Ryan said.
“That’s why the House has long said we’re
going to do it our way.” —AFP
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CAMBRIDGE: House Majority Leader US Rep Eric Cantor (left) listens
as Speaker of the House John Boehner speaks during the House
Republican Leadership press conference on Thursday. —AFP

US to seek death 
for accused 

Boston bomber 
WASHINGTON: The United States is to seek a rare federal death penalty for
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, the surviving young student accused of the Boston
marathon bombings, Attorney General Eric Holder said Thursday. Three
people were killed and about 260 wounded on April 15 last year when two
bombs made of explosives-packed pres-
sure cookers went off near the finish line
of the Boston marathon. Several of the
injured lost limbs. Tsarnaev, then 19, and
his 26-year-old brother Tamerlan
Tsarnaev were cornered by police after a
four-day manhunt. Tamerlan died after an
exchange of fire with police and
Dzhokhar was wounded.

“The nature of the conduct at issue
and the resultant harm compel this deci-
sion,” Holder said in a statement on the
prosecution of the 20-year-old, a US citi-
zen from a Chechen Muslim family.
Experts say the announcement - which was widely anticipated - is partly a
symbolic gesture to the American public, for whom the bombings reignited
traumatic memories of the September 11, 2001 attacks, and does not nec-
essarily mean Tsarnaev will be executed if found guilty.

The shaggy-haired onetime student has pleaded not guilty to 30 federal
charges related to the bombings, including 17 serious charges that can car-
ry sentences of death or life in prison. These charges include using a
weapon of mass destruction resulting in death, as well as conspiracy and
bombing of a place of public use resulting in death, and carjacking.
Tsarnaev is also charged in connection with the fatal shooting of a campus
police officer at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology during the
brothers’ wild overnight getaway attempt.

The brothers are said to have built the bombs with help from an online
Al-Qaeda magazine, but they are not accused of having received help from
any organized foreign terror group. Carmen Ortiz, the federal prosecutor in
Massachusetts, home to Boston, said in a statement: “We support this deci-
sion and the trial team is prepared to move forward with the prosecution.”
She added: “The case will now continue to proceed through the pre-trial
process and the next scheduled court event is a status conference set for
February 12, 2014.”

The full trial, which will garner worldwide media interest, is likely to
begin in the autumn and is expected to take about five months of what is
sure to be harrowing testimony from runners and spectators, some of
whom suffered life-changing injuries. Massachusetts abolished the death
penalty in 1982, but Tsarnaev is accused under federal law. Of nearly 500
death sentences sought at federal level, only 70 were handed down and
there have been only three actual executions since the reinstatement of the
federal death penalty in 1988. If Tsarnaev is executed, he will be the first
defendant to be put to death at federal level since Timothy McVeigh, who
went to the death chamber in June 2001 for the Oklahoma City bombing.

Richard Dieter, director of the non-profit Death Penalty Information
Center, told AFP: “It’s just an option on the table. There are many more steps
to go in this process.”  Judy Clarke, a renowned lawyer and specialist on the
death penalty who has saved several high-profile convicts from the gallows,
is representing Tsarnaev. She will fight hard, Alan Dershowitz, a professor of
law at Harvard, said recently. Their client “wants to live and he wants to
avoid execution, they are not going to say, ‘I want to die, I want to join my
brother’”. —AFP

GUADALAJARA, Mexico: Mexican securi-
ty forces backed by helicopter arrested
one of the leaders of a major drug cartel in
a dramatic military raid Thursday in the
country’s second-largest city. Ruben
Oseguera Gonzalez, known as “El
Menchito,” is believed to be the second-in-
command of the powerful Jalisco New
Generation cartel, which is led by his
father, and controled the group’s econom-
ic resources. Authorities suspect Oseguera
also ordered the execution of people who
refused to work with him, planned the
theft and sale of fuel in the region and was
responsible for preventing the intrusion of
rivals onto the cartel’s territory.

Oseguera was among five people
detained by security forces in Guadalajara,
Public Security Undersecretary Monte
Alejandro Rubido told reporters. He “is pre-
sumed to be responsible for coordinating
the sale and transfer of drugs from South
America,” Rubido added. Backed by a heli-
copter, dozens of soldiers sealed streets
and raided farm properties in the Zapopan
section of Guadalajara, a city of 4.4 million
people that is the state capital of Jalisco. In
apparent response, armed men set fire to
at least three vehicles - two buses and a
milk truck - in the south of the city. “It’s an
operation against organized crime, an
investigation we’ve been conducting,” a

military commander who requested
anonymity told AFP.

Oseguera was arrested with 13 guns
made for the exclusive use of the army,
fragmentation grenades and large sums
of cash, according to Rubido. Officials say
the suspect’s father, Nemesio Oseguera
Cervantes, known as “El Mencho,” con-
trols Jalisco New Generation and its drug
trafficking along the Pacific coast, partic-
ularly at the port of Manzanillo, where
cocaine and the chemicals to make it are
transported. Oseguera’s capture comes
after the federal government launched a
vast operation to take control of the
troubled western state of Michoacan,

which borders Jalisco.
Jalisco New Generation is one of the

country’s most recently formed cartels and
is locked in a heated turf battle with the
rival Knights Templar in Michoacan.
Michoacan has been the scene of an
unfolding showdown between the gov-
ernment, vigilante groups and the Knights
Templar cartel. On Monday, authorities
arrested Dionicio Loya Plancarte, alias “El
Tio” (The Uncle), one of the Knights
Templar’s top five leaders. Drug-related
violence has killed tens of thousands of
people in Mexico since late 2006, when for-
mer president Felipe Calderon launched a
nationwide crackdown on cartels. —AFP
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