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EL FASHER, Sudan: From aircraft bombs to
cluster munitions and grenades, the
Ordnance Disposal Office of the internation-
al peacekeeping force in Sudan’s war-torn
Darfur has found and destroyed them all.
But for every piece of unexploded weapon-
ry the ODO eliminates, worsening fighting
means that other munitions will take their
place, posing a threat to farmers and peace-
keepers alike. “Those areas where we assess
this year, for example, as free, next year or
next month could be contaminated again
because of some conflict,” says Steven
Harrop, a British Royal Air Force veteran who
is a safety adviser to the 30-member ODO.

That means Darfuris returning to their
fields to sow their crops can “never be 100
percent confident” weapons are not lying
dormant in the soil ready to explode,
Harrop said in an interview at the head-
quarters of UNAMID, the African Union-UN
Mission in Darfur. He and other members
of the UN Mine Action Service are
attached to UNAMID supporting its man-
date to protect civilians in Darfur, a region
about the size of France which has been
devastated by 11 years of war.

The ODO’s insights provide a rare win-

dow into the nature of the conflict in Darfur,
to which foreign journalists are denied
direct access by Sudanese authorities.
Clashes between ethnic minority rebels and
the army continued in 2013 but worsening
inter-communal fighting, largely between
rival Arab tribal militias, meant that even
more guns were fired. Harrop and his col-
league, Emeka Nwadike, say the increased
number of weapons they disposed of last
year reflects the intensified conflict, but also
a change in the way their teams work.

The figures for UXO (unexploded ord-
nance) destroyed had been fairly steady,
with 363 in the 2012-13 year, Harrop said.
Between June and December last year
ODO was busier, eliminating 400 UXO,
including 120 in December alone. “We’re
not really finding... heavy ordnance from
tanks or artillery”, Harrop says. “A lot of it is
items you would expect from ground
fighting,”  - hand grenades, mortars, rock-
et-propelled grenades - “which any group
could be using.” There have also been aeri-
al weapons, including rockets and air-
dropped bombs of 250 kg.

Harrop said they last found an unex-
ploded aerial bomb in October. The UN

Security Council passed a resolution in
2005 demanding that Sudan cease offen-
sive military flights in Darfur. Within the last
few months, ODO destroyed a rarer find,
cluster munitions. “They were still inside
their container and spilled out,” Harrop
said. Launched from the ground or

dropped from the air, cluster bombs split
open before impact to scatter multiple
bomblets over a wide area. Eighty-four
states have signed and ratified the 2008
Convention on Cluster Munitions which
bans the weapons, but Sudan is among the
non-signatories. —AFP

Unexploded munitions a threat in Darfur

GENEVA: A contentious weeklong first round of Syrian peace talks ended
on Friday with no progress towards ending the civil war and the govern-
ment delegation unable to say whether it will return for the next round in
10 days. UN mediator Lakhdar Brahimi, who has tirelessly pursued a
peace deal that other diplomats consider “mission impossible”, said the
opposition delegation would be back on Feb 10, but President Bashar Al-

Assad’s delegates had told him they would have to check with Damascus
before agreeing to return. “They didn’t tell me that they are thinking of
not coming. On the contrary, they said that they would come, but they
needed to check with their capital,” Brahimi told a news conference.

Brahimi listed 10 simple points that he felt the two sides agreed on in
the talks and said he thought there was more common ground than the
sides recognised. But neither side has budged an inch from their main
positions: the opposition wants the talks to focus on a transitional admin-
istration it says will remove Assad from power; the government wants to
talk about fighting “terrorism” - a word it uses to refer to all its armed foes.
“Progress is very slow indeed, but the sides have engaged in an accepti-
ble manner,” Brahimi said.

Expectations had always been low for a breakthrough on political
issues at the talks, the first between Assad’s representatives and his foes in
a war that has killed 130,000 Syrians and driven a third of the population
from their homes. The sides also failed to achieve more modest aims, like
an agreement to allow aid convoys into Homs, Syria’s third largest city,
where thousands of civilians are trapped with no access to food or medi-
cine. “Homs was extensively discussed, although unfortunately there has
been no breakthrough yet,” Brahimi said.

Relentless Carnage
Underscoring the relentlessness of the carnage, the Syrian

Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based monitoring group, said
1,870 people had been killed during the week of talks, including 450 civil-
ians and 40 who died from inadequate access to food and medicine in
areas besieged by government troops. With few achievements on sub-
stance, diplomats say the priority now is just to keep the talks process
going in the hope that hardline positions can be modified over time.
Brahimi inherited the tough task of convening talks from former UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who quit in 2012 saying the job was
impossible as long as global powers were at odds. Since then, the task has
only grown more difficult and the war more violent.

Assad’s forces have recaptured territory, reducing pressure on him to
compromise. Western countries who once held out the threat of interven-
ing against him abandoned plans for strikes last year. The rebels have
become increasingly divided and Islamic militants have gained power on
the ground; they refused to attend the talks. The United Nations invited
Assad’s main backer Iran at the last minute, then reversed and revoked
the offer. The talks began with hardline speeches at a conference last
week and repeatedly seemed on the verge of collapse before the two
sides even entered the same room. Just getting them there was deemed
an achievement. —Reuters

Syrian talks end, govt 
uncommitted to return

UN disappointed aid has not reached Homs

KAFR NABIL, Syria: Anti-Syrian government protesters
chant slogans as they hold a placard of US President Barack
Obama and Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad during a
demonstration in Idlib province yesterday. —AP 

Bombs wound 
Egypt policeman

CAIRO: Two roadside bombs exploded near a
patrol car in Cairo yesterday, and police fired tear
gas at supporters of ousted president Mohamed
Morsi in Alexandria, security officials in Egypt said.
One policeman was slightly wounded when his
patrol car was hit by two roadside bombs in a
Cairo suburb, the interior ministry said. The capital
has been rocked by several bombings and shoot-
ings targeting police over the past week. On Jan
24, a day before the third anniversary of the 2011
uprising that toppled Hosni Mubarak, a car bomb-
ing hit police headquarters, one of four bombs
targeting the force in the city. Six policemen were
killed that day.

Four days later, police general Mohamed
Saeed, an aide to the interior minister, was killed
outside his home by gunmen on a motorbike.
Supporters of Morsi, who was ousted by the army
on July 3, had called for protests yesterday. Police
fired tear gas to disperse a pro-Morsi demonstra-
tion when the deposed Islamist’s supporters
clashed with opponents in the Mediterranean city
of Alexandria, security officials said. Similar pro-
Morsi demonstrations were staged in Cairo,
Sharqiya and Fayoum, they said. 

The military-installed authorities have
launched a deadly crackdown on Morsi’s support-
ers, mostly Islamists, since his removal. Rights
group Amnesty International says that at least
1,400 people have been killed in the crackdown.
Morsi supporters continue to stage regular
protests demanding his reinstatement. —AFP

DARFUR: An unexploded bomb is seen on the way to Tabit from
Shangil Tobaya in this March 27, 2011 file photo. —AFP

CAIRO: An Egyptian man walks past por-
traits of Egypt’s military commander
Field Marshal Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi on the
6th October Bridge yesterday. —AFP


