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KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of State
for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah
and  Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah visited
the company’s booth at the opening ceremony.

KUWAIT: Bonuses awarded to Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation staff for profit
shares are illegal because they were
released by the KPC board, whereas reg-
ulations indicate that the Supreme
Petroleum Council has exclusive authori-
ty to make such decisions. This was men-
tioned in a legal study carried out by the
State Audit Bureau.

Meanwhile, the study which was pub-
lished by Al-Jarida daily yesterday reveals
that that the KPC board violated the law
a second time when it failed to receive
approval from the SPC and Civil Service
Council before it started paying the new
bonuses in January 2011.

Around 19,000 Kuwaiti employees in
the oil sector are threatening to go on
strike within two weeks in protest after
the KPC took a decision earlier this year
to cut the bonuses that were given as
rewards for annual profits recorded by
the state-run corporation and its affiliat-
ed companies. A meeting with Oil
Minister Dr Ali Al-Omair Tuesday night
ended without solving the problem
according to the head of the oil sector’s
labor union Abdulaziz Al-Sharthan.

This comes while a ‘senior oil sector
source’ told Al-Anba daily that the KPC
has no plans to revert its decision, and
even prepares to launch an unprecedent-
ed emergency plan “to secure oil facilities
and maintain work sustainability”.
“Coordination is in place with the Kuwait
Fire Services Directorate, the Interior
Ministry, the Ministry of Electricity and
Water and other state departments to

replace the striking staff members as per
the cabinet’s directions to ensure that the
work stoppage does not affect oil pro-
duction”, said the source who spoke on
the condition of anonymity.

On Wednesday, Dr Ali Al-Omair said
that Kuwait Petroleum Corporation “feels
the responsibility to take all necessary
measures to protect the oil sector from
danger if workers go ahead with their
strike”. “The KPC will deal with events
according to the law... and the ministry’s
doors are open to listen to the employ-
ees views without wasting any opportu-
nity to prevent the strike”, said Al-Omair,
who is also theState Minister for National
Assembly Affairs.

Oil labor unions objected to the deci-
sion of KPC to reduce rewards and incen-
tives. When asked about the results of
the meeting between unions and KPC
executives Al-Omair said the meeting did
not reach a dead-end, rather it was posi-
tive according to what we heard from
KPC board of directors.

Angry reactions
The news about the strike drew angry

reactions in the public sector where
Kuwaiti employees often complain that
their salaries are much lower in compari-
son with their peers in the oil sector.
Members of the parliament urged the
government to avoid falling under labor
pressure as they reiterated the large dis-
parity between the oil and public sec-
tors’ payrolls. MP Nabeel Al-Fadhl even
urged public sector employees in a

statement yesterday to go on strike in
order to demand pay equality with the
oil sector.

The labor threats also drew negative
reactions in the religious scene, as both
Sunni and Shiite scholars argued that
work stoppage in a financially stable sec-
tor goes against Islamic teachings.
Reports on Thursday indicated that
President of the Supreme Consultative
Committee on the Implementation of
the Provisions of Muslim Sharia Law, Dr
Khalid Al-Mathkoor, and Representative
of Shiite references in Kuwait Sayyed
Mohammad Baqir Al-Mahdi both agreed
that the strike in the oil sector is prohibit-
ed in Islam and that those who partici-
pate in it are ‘sinners’. Al-Mathkoor said
the strike will lead to great harms in the
country, it will stop cars, planes, electrici-
ty and hospitals, he said that such strike
is not allowed according to Sharia or the
manmade law.

Meanwhile Al-Mahri said thar partici-
pation in the strike called for by some
workers in the oil sector is not allowed
due to its effects on public order which
Sharia calls for preserving. He said com-
promising it is haram (prohibited). He
said anyone who participates in the
strike is a sinner because it will adversely
affect people.

Both scholars said that such a strike
may interfere with people’s affairs and
even cause deaths especially among
premature babies and  kidney patients
due to the lack of oil in power generat-
ing stations.
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Zain stands high 
in P2BK exhibition 

KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications compa-
ny in Kuwait, announces its participation in the opening
ceremony of the 7th annual ‘Proud to be Kuwaiti’ exhibi-
tion. The ‘P2BK’ exhibition is a key event that provides
established corporations in the country to offer advice
and support to the country’s young aspiring business
leaders and entrepreneurs. Zain is the main sponsor of
the popular exhibition which extends until the end of
February.

Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Sheikh Salman Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah and  Minister
of State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah visited the company’s booth sec-
tion at the exhibition’s opening ceremony, showing
admiration to the initiatives undertaken by Zain in its
continued support of Kuwaiti youth in small businesses.
Zain’s sponsorship of this popular exhibition is aligned
with its corporate social responsibility strategy that aims
to provide appropriate opportunities to which youth can
demonstrate their capabilities and talents. 

The company also stated that P2BK’s 7th annual exhi-
bition, which comes under the patronage of His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Subah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, is
considered the biggest Kuwaiti forum that sheds light on
Kuwaiti young startup businesses and supports their
achievements. The event witnesses an overwhelming
attendance by the public in addition to the presence of
national and international prominent figures.

Commenting on the company’s participation in the
opening ceremony, Omar Al-Omar, Zain Kuwait’s Chief
Executive Officer said “Our partnership of the most popu-
lar and anticipated event of the year is sprung from our
core belief of the Kuwaiti youth’s capabilities and their
value to Kuwait’s true wealth.”

“Being part of this remarkable national event for the
fifth consecutive year showcases Zain’s dedication to
empowering the entrepreneurial and voluntary skills of
youth in Kuwait. P2BK delivers outstanding knowledge to
our youth for them to be able to progress in their fields of
interest as well as to spark the light of enthusiasm within
them. At Zain we believe that by investing in our young
generation, we are therefore paving the way for a pros-
perous future to our community” Al-Omar added.

Al-Omar also offered assurances that Zain would con-
tinue to support youth development in Kuwait with the
view to constantly meeting and exceeding its social obli-
gations. The company will additionally look for more ways
and collaborations with various institutions and agencies
to promote a diverse array of youth-related activities.

British ambassador 
congratulates Amir

KUWAIT: Kuwait marked the eighth
anniversary of the accession of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the
rulership of the state of Kuwait over
the weekend. His Highness
assumed his role as the Amir of
Kuwait on Jan 29, 2006.

On this occasion, the British
Embassy in Kuwait extended its sin-
cere congratulations and re-
affirmed the strong and historic
bonds that define UK-Kuwait relations.

Speaking on this occasion the British Ambassador,
Frank Baker stated: “Many congratulations to His Highness
Sheikh Sabah Ahmed Al-Jabber Al-Sabah on the eighth
anniversary of his rule. We in the UK are particularly grate-
ful for his strong leadership in deepening our close bilater-
al relationship, crowned by his historic State Visit to the UK
in November 2012. More broadly, His Highness remains a
leading voice on the world stage for peace, moderation
and friendly relations. And Kuwait under his rule, as seen
in the recent hosting of the successful UN pledging con-
ference for Syria, remains a staunch supporter of humani-
tarianism and international cooperation.”

KUWAIT: A man arrested under suspicions on spreading
rumors about an alleged conspiracy against Kuwait’s ruling
structure was remanded in custody for the second time since
his arrest after he was questioned by the Public Prosecution
on Thursday.

The suspect, who is being held pending investigations
regarding his involvement in spreading the rumors on Twitter,
is set to stand before the judge again in eight days after which
the judge can decide to remand him for an additional period
of time.

Meanwhile, former parliament speaker Jassem Al-Kharafi
who filed a case over the conspiracy commented by hoping
that investigations would reveal who is truly behind the
rumors. “The main reason behind [filing] the case was to find
the heads”, Al-Kharafi told reporters at a National Day celebra-
tion hosted by the Austrialian embassy on Wednesday.

The suspect was arrested two weeks ago after the Public
Prosecution took over the case. Al-Kharafi demanded action
to investigate allegations which accused him of conspiring
with former prime minister Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah against the ruling structure. The man reportedly oper-
ated a Twitter account with the handle @7R77777 which he
used to claim that an audio recording of the alleged conversa-
tion was in possession of former minister Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Fahad Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, Al-Qabas reported yesterday that the Public
Prosecution is still mulling whether to question three more
Twitter activists as suspects in the case. The Public
Prosecution reportedly obtained testimonies of activists
Mohammad Al-Jassem, Saad Al-Ajmi and Mushari Buyabes on
Tuesday, and a newspaper report the following day suggested
that no charges are expected to be pressed against them.
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