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Gulf braces for tough 
times over oil plunge Min 09º

Max 24ºBelt-tightening has already begun
KUWAIT: Gulf countries are bracing for tough times as vital oil
revenues fall and after they missed a golden opportunity to
diversify their economies in a decade of unprecedented wind-
falls, analysts say. The six nations of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) - Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates - could soon start reeling from
falling oil prices, which have dropped by half from their 2014
highs to around $60 a barrel. 

Pumping about 17.5 million barrels per day, GCC countries
are forecast to lose at least half their oil revenues, or around
$350 billion a year, at current price levels. Oil revenues make
up around 90 percent of income for most GCC states and with
prices now below budget forecasts, their governments are
looking at certain deficits next year. Spending cuts are sure to
follow - and possibly even the region’s first taxes - raising fears
of public discontent and eventually an economic slowdown.

The oil price drop has also sent Gulf stock prices plummet-
ing, wiping out billions of dollars of market value across the
region and hurting major private firms like developer Emaar
Properties and builder Arabtec Holding. The heart of the prob-
lem, leading Kuwaiti economist Jassem Al-Saadoun said, is
that Gulf states failed to seize on surging energy revenues to
build up their economies outside the oil sector.

“Gulf states have missed an important opportunity to
reform and build a real diversified economy,” Saadoun said.
“Public spending has soared to new record highs and it was
not for vital infrastructure projects to diversify the economy. It
was mostly for wages, salaries and subsidies... and handouts
for buying political loyalty especially after the Arab Spring.”

Economists are warning that even with the huge reserves
many have built up, a prolonged drop in oil prices will hit Gulf
states hard. “The prevailing growth model for most oil-export-
ing countries has left them vulnerable to a sustained decline
in oil prices,” the International Monetary Fund said in a
research bulletin last week headlined: “It is high time to diver-
sify”. Ratings agency Standard & Poor’s is warning that an
extended decline in oil prices will likely slow the Gulf
economies, reducing spending on their massive infrastructure
projects and hitting the private sector.

S&P has lowered its outlooks for Saudi Arabia, Oman and
Bahrain, though it has maintained their ratings because of
their impressive reserves. The IMF has said that - barring
Oman and Bahrain, which are already in deficit - GCC states
will not be greatly affected in the short-term as they can tap
into reserves estimated at $2.5 trillion. But these funds, the
IMF warned, will “only provide a temporary cushion”.

In some parts of the region, the belt-tightening has already
begun. Regional powerhouse Saudi Arabia has insisted it will
maintain its high spending levels by tapping into reserves. But
Kuwait has ordered major spending cuts and is considering
lifting petrol and electricity subsidies. In the UAE, Dubai has
announced plans to raise electricity and water charges. Similar
measures are expected by other countries.

Moody’s Ratings said Gulf countries are likely to start with
cuts in spending on “non-strategic investment projects” but
will eventually face tough choices. “Slowing or even reversing
the growth in current government spending, including sub-
sidy reforms, will be more difficult as governments seek to
meet social welfare demands,” the agency said. As oil rev-
enues in Gulf states surged from about $100 billion in 2000 to
$729 billion last year, public spending grew from about $150
billion to $547 billion, according to IMF figures. — AFP

KUWAIT: A picture taken from the top of Al-Hamra Tower yesterday shows a view of Kuwait City. The tower is the tallest
skyscraper in Kuwait and one of the top 10 tallest towers in the world. — Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 5)

PARIS: Kuwait Airways Corporation
(KAC) received on Thursday the first
Airbus A-320 plane as part of a deal to
upgrade its fleet. The delivery ceremo-
ny was held at the Airbus headquarters
in Toulouse, France, the national carrier
announced in the statement. This is the
first of a 37-plane deal by KAC, and
marks the onset of an ambitious plan
to modernize the fleet, head of the
KAC’s Media and Public Relations
Department Fayez Al-Enezi said.

It is a crucial moment for KAC as it
commences modernizing its fleet, the
statement quoted KAC Chairperson
Rasha Al-Roumi as saying.  In
February, Kuwait Airways signed a
final agreement to lease 12 Airbus
A320 jets and buy 25 aircraft includ-
ing ten A350-900s and 15 A320neo

family aircraft as part of the airline’s
fleet renewal strategy. Among a series
of moves to upgrade its fleet, KAC

also agreed last month to buy 10
wide-body 777-300ER passenger air-
craft from Boeing. —  KUNA

KAC receives first 
Airbus A-320 plane

TOULOUSE, France: Kuwait Airways Corporation officials and crew receive
the Airbus A-320 plane on Thursday. — KUNA 
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KUWAIT: Under the auspices of deputy
PM and Interior Minister Sheikh
Mohammed Al-Khaled Al-Sabah and
with the attendance of Undersecretary Lt
Gen Suleiman Al-Fahd, the interior min-
istry celebrated Arab Police Day on
Thursday in a special ceremony held at
the Police Officers Club that was attend-
ed by representatives of Arab ministries
of interior and MoI military and civil
employees and their families.   

On this occasion Fahd received a dele-
gation from Hawally and Mubarak Al-
Kabeer educational areas’ scouts. The
Policewomen Institute also received a del-
egation from the education ministry com-
prising of girl scouts and their teachers. 

MoI marks
Arab Police Day
MoI marks
Arab Police Day
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KUWAIT/PARIS: On the occasion of the World Arabic Language Day, an
Arabic calligraphy exhibit themed “verses and lines” was opened on
Thursday. The gallery, featuring magnificent portraits of Quranic verses, gath-
ered a constellation of Kuwait calligraphers and formative artists, Assistant
Secretary General of National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL)
Mohammad Al-Asousi told KUNA.

“The event and the artistic workshop show our allegiance to the
Arabic language and culture which were able to stand the test of time,”
he said. “NCCAL is keen on working with other local, regional and interna-
tional bodies to spread awareness about the Arabic language and cul-
ture,” Asousi added.

The UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) chose
Dec 18 to celebrate World Arabic Langue Day in Oct 2012 as part of efforts to
promote multilingualism and cultural diversity. The date coincides with the
day in 1973 when the UN General Assembly adopted Resolution No. 3190 to
recognize Arabic as one of the official languages of the UN. 

In the following year, 1974, the UNESCO’s
General Conference adopted Arabic as an official
working language. Upon request of Kuwait,
Algeria, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Tunisia,
Egypt, and Lebanon, Arabic was incorporated
into the work of the executive council later that
same year. Thus adopted by the two main bod-
ies of the organization, UNESCO moved to trans-
late all documents and memos and transcripts
into Arabic and started providing simultaneous
Arabic interpreting services at all meetings and
events. Arabic is one of six working languages at
UNESCO, and is the language of 22 member
states, spoken by 422 million Arabs and over 1.5

billion Muslims around the world.  The World Arabic language Day is an
opportunity to celebrate the prominent role of this language in enriching
human heritage, Director General of UNESCO Irina Bokova said Thursday. Her
opening remarks were made marking the day in a celebration attended by
international specialists and researchers and representatives of UNESCO
member states at the Paris-based UN body.

“By celebrating the Arabic language, we are also acknowledging the
tremendous contri-
bution of its writers,
scientists and artists
to universal culture.
These are the
Arabic language
authors who
enabled the trans-
mission of Greek
knowledge to the
Latin of medieval
Europe, weaving
indissoluble ties

between cultures through time,” she noted. “The works of Averroes, Ibn
Khaldun and Naguib Mahfouz are among the most profound of the human
spirit and it is in Arabic that they deliver their full power. This love and fasci-
nation for the language - expressed for example in calligraphy and poetry, so
dear to the Arab culture - is a crucible from which the greatest cultures have
emerged,” Bokova noted.

“This is the spirit of the UNESCO Universal Declaration on Cultural
Diversity and the programs carried out under the 2003 Convention for the
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage and the 2005 Convention
on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.
We are celebrating the power of the Arabic language to bring us together

around shared values, to give strength to our ideas and depth to
our ambitions, for peace and sustainable development,” she
concluded.

The main theme of this year’s event would be the Arabic let-
ters and its impact on human history. On the sidelines of the fes-
tivity, Kuwait’s UNESCO representative Ambassador Ali Al-Tarrah,

along with Ruler of Sharjah Sheikh Dr Sultan Bin Mohammad Al-
Qassemi and Bokova opened an Arabic calligraphy exhibition.
Afterwards, Tarrah inaugurated the pavilion of the Kuwaiti min-
istry of justice, endowments and Islamic Affairs, which displayed a
number of audiovisual as well as reading materials on Arab,
Islamic and even Kuwaiti heritage. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Assistant Secretary General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) Mohammad
Al-Asousi opens an Arabic calligraphy gallery. —KUNA

NCCAL opens calligraphy gallery
Arabic enriched human heritage: UNESCO chief
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Crime
R e p o r t

Biker rams into 
girl, both killed

By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

KUWAIT: A citizen and an Egyptian girl were killed when the
citizen knocked her off with his speeding motorcycle on
Gulf Street, said security sources, noting that the bike rider
died instantly while the girl’s leg was severed. She died
shortly after arriving at the hospital. 

Wife runs over husband
A policeman working for the correctional facilities filed a
complaint against his wife accusing her of deliberately run-
ning him over with her vehicle when they met in Fahaheel
to settle some old scores. A case was filed and further inves-
tigations are in progress. 

Body found
Firemen retrieved the body of an Asian who had been
reported missing during a fire a few days ago at a Mina
Abdullah laborer dormitory, said security sources, not-
ing that after a report by the company manager about
a missing worker, firemen combed the site and found
the body. 

Racing cars crash
A terrible accident took place during a race organized
by the Quarter Mile Club in Subhan, said security
sources, noting that one of the racing cars swerved
and collided into the cement barrier, while another car
collided into a fire engine at the site. Both drivers and
one of the spectators were injured and rushed to hos-
pital for treatment. 

RABAT: Kuwait’s Minister of Education Bader Al-Essa underscored
the importance of updating curricula in harnessing students’ skills
and enhancing their creativity. In statements to KUNA on the
sidelines of the Seventh Conference of the Ministers of Higher
Education and Scientific Research of the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) member states, Essa also called for improving
scientific research to help achieve sustainable development and
equip the students with the required skills for the labor market.

He pointed out that the government of Kuwait is prioritizing
education and scientific research issues. The government’s stren-
uous efforts to develop education came within the framework of
HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision to
achieve comprehensive development, progress and welfare.

The two-day conference, themed “Higher Education:
Governance, Innovation and Employability” is held by the Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO), in
cooperation with the Ministry of Higher Education, Scientific
Research and Executive Training of the Kingdom of Morocco, and
in coordination with the General Secretariat of the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC).

It examines a number of reports and documents on research
in science, innovation and knowledge economies, promotion of
key factors in higher education and the establishment of OIC col-
laborative efforts in commercialization and entrepreneurship
education (OIC-CECE). A round table will also be organized on the
theme of “Promoting Key Factors in Higher Education:
Governance, Innovation and Employability”.

In addition, the heads of participating delegations in the con-
ference, representing the OIC Member States, will present state-
ments and reports on national programs of higher education, sci-
entific research and technology. At the close of its sessions, the
conference will elect the members of the Consultative Council for
the Implementation of the Strategy for Science, Technology and
Innovation in Islamic Countries and adopt the “Rabat Declaration
on Developing the Higher Education and Scientific Research
System in the Muslim World”. — KUNA 

Essa emphasizes curricula 
upgrade to harness skills

Minister urges scientific research

BEIRUT: Kuwait’s Red Crescent Society (KRCS) along with UAE’s Red
Crescent Society distributed food assistance and blankets to some 500
Syrian families who have taken up refuge in Lebanon. Dr Musaed Al-
Enezi, KRCS’ envoy in Lebanon, told KUNA yesterday that the displaced
Syrian families in Lebanon are in a dire need of humanitarian assis-
tance, especially in winter. He expressed hope that both KRCS and
UAE’s Red Crescent Society could alleviate the sufferings of those dis-
placed, mostly women and children.

Jassim Al-Teneihi, the UAE’s society’s envoy in Lebanon, told KUNA
in another statement that the UAE has been supporting Syrian
refugees in different countries since the Syrian crisis broke out in 2011.
Some Syrian refugees, meanwhile, voiced their gratitude to the Gulf

Cooperation Council countries for their constant humanitarian aid,
stressing that such aid reflects their humanitarian compassion.

Meanwhile, KRCS announced in Amman yesterday the arrival of
seven trucks carrying humanitarian aid to the Syrian refugees in
Jordan. The shipments include clothing, blankets, shoes, dates and
corn that are scheduled to be distributed to Syrians in Jordan, Khaled
Al-Zaid, KRCS envoy in Amman, told KUNA in a statement. He com-
mended facilities offered by Kuwaiti Embassy in Jordan and officials of
both Jordanian and Saudi borders to the KRCS. According to official
figures, Syrian refugees in Lebanon are estimated at about 1.1 million,
and most of them are in northern Lebanon, the country’s poorest
province. — KUNA 

UN welcomes
Iraq  delay

compensation 
NEW YORK: The United Nations chief
welcomed the decis ion of  the
Governing Counci l  of  the  United
Nations Compensation Commission
supporting Iraq’s request to postpone
Iraq’s obligation to deposit five percent
of its oil proceeds into the fund until
Jan 2016. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon is particularly grateful to the gov-
ernment of Kuwait for its support in
accepting the request of the govern-
ment of Iraq, his press office said in a
statement.

Ban expressed his strong solidarity
with the government and the people of
Iraq, currently facing a severe security
and humanitarian crisis, and encour-
aged the internat ional  community ,
including countries in the region, to
further expand cooperation and sup-
p o r t  I r a q  a t  t h i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  t i m e .
Kuwait’s Foreign Undersecretary Khaled
Al-Jarallah announced, on Dec 17, the
state’s acceptance of Iraq’s request to
defer payment of the last compensa-
tion installment amounting to $4.6 bil-
lion. Iraq has paid compensations to
Kuwait for damages incurred as a result
of its aggression on Kuwait in 1990 and
its  seven-month occupat ion of  the
country. — KUNA 

Kuwait, UAE distribute aid to displaced Syrians

LEBANON: Red Crescent Societies from Kuwait and UAE distribute aid to displaced Syrian families in Lebanon. — KUNA 

Kuwait’s Minister of Education Bader Al-Essa 
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View from the top

KUWAIT: Pictures taken yesterday from the top of Al-Hamra Tower show views of
Kuwait City at sunset. The tower is the tallest skyscraper in Kuwait and one of the top
10 tallest towers in the world. —   Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

The Al-Hamra Tower in Kuwait City is the tallest skyscraper in Kuwait and one of the top 10
tallest towers in the world. The tower is 450 m high and has 77 floors and 100,000 sq m of com-
mercial and office space, as well as movie theatres, a rooftop restaurant and a spa. 
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DUBAI: The Bayt.com Status of Working Women
in the Middle East’ survey, recently conducted
by Bayt.com, the Middle East’s leading career
site, and YouGov, a research and consulting
organization, has revealed that while 51 percent
of women in the region consider recruitment
and selection opportunities to be made regard-
less of gender, 31 percent believe that women
are treated less favourably in terms of salary -
which is unsatisfactory to the 48 percent of
women who work to become financially inde-
pendent. 

Reasons for Working
Women in the MENA region mostly seek

employment in order to be more financially
independent (48 percent) and in order to sup-
port or financially contribute to their household
(46 percent). For 45 percent of respondents, tak-
ing a job is a means to broaden their perspec-
tives on life. 

Employment and Years in the Workplace
Almost three quarters (72 percent) of MENA

respondents state that they are employed in a
mixed gender workplace, and most respondents
have 1-2 years (17 percent) of work experience
in total. 15 percent have 3-4 years of experience,
and 13 percent have 5-6 years of experience. 

Across the region, most respondents state
that they work in private multinationals (22 per-
cent) and private small-medium local compa-
nies (21 percent), followed by large local private
sector companies and the public or government
sector (16 percent each).  MENA-wide, most
women (22 percent) are relatively new to their
current industry, having spent 1-2 years in it. 53
percent of women across MENA have spent 2
years or less in their current company. 

Gender Equality 
Two in five women who work in a mixed gen-

der workplace are ‘extremely’ comfortable work-
ing in mixed-gender environments, with a fur-
ther 31 percent who claim they are comfortable
‘to some extent’. Women working in a mixed
gender environment around the MENA region
mostly report to a male manager (77 percent),
and have more men than women in their work-
place (58 percent). Two thirds (66 percent) claim
to have no preference regarding the gender of
their manager. 

Discrimination around the region is consid-
ered to be one of the challenges in the work
environment by the 23 percent of the respon-
dents. 55 percent stated that they were not
asked any discriminatory questions during job
interviews (such as ‘are you planning to get mar-
ried?’ or ‘are you planning to have children?’)
and 54 percent of respondents working in a
mixed gender environment cannot think of any
situation in their workplace where they were
either favoured or discriminated against
because of their gender.

Most respondents working in mixed gender
environments in the MENA region consider men
and women to be treated equally when consid-
ering the number of working hours (65 percent),
training and development (60 percent),advice
and support (54 percent) and recruitment and
selection (51 percent). More concern for equality
is present when it comes to benefits (49 percent
state equal treatment, 27 percent state women
are treated less favourably), salary (46 percent
state equal treatment, 31 percent state women

are treated less favourably), and career progres-
sion (42 percent state equal treatment, 33 per-
cent state women are treated less favourably).

Salary and Promotions 
The majority of women in the MENA region

fall into the $200-2,000 income per month range
(60 percent), 21 percent of whom earn between
$200-500 per month. There is a regional senti-
ment that men receive more pay than women
(43 percent). Nearly half (49 percent) of women
working in mixed gender environments around
the region believe that their chances of being
promoted depend entirely on their perform-
ance, and not on gender, though 34 percent

believe that women have a lower chance of get-
ting promoted than men do. 

Hiring and Appreciation at Work
In terms of treatment, 51 percent of respon-

dents working in mixed gender environments
believe that men and women are treated equal-
ly in their workplace, though 59 percent state
that some employees get preferential or better
treatment than others. In terms of appreciation,
the majority (61 percent) of MENA women work-
ing in mixed gender workplaces believe that
recognition and rewards are handed out based
on performance, and regardless of gender.
Nevertheless, 22 percent believe that men get
more appreciation than women employees. 

Similarly, 56 percent of respondents around
the region state that job offers are made based
on experience and qualifications, with gender
playing no role. 

Equality Compared to Western Countries
The majority of women around the region

(45 percent) believe that working women in
their country have, to some extent, reached the
same level of workplace equality as women in
Western countries, while 22 percent believe this

to be the case to a large extent. 
MENA-wide, women believe that the chal-

lenges they face in the workplace are less
opportunity for job promotions (46 percent); a
stressful and demanding work environment (40
percent), and a lack or insufficiency of job train-
ing and coaching (34 percent). Their top three
reasons for wanting to change jobs are better
salary (70 percent), better benefits (excluding
salary) (29 percent), and more opportunities for
career advancement (25 percent). 

Top Benefits
The most common company benefits

enjoyed by women in the MENA are personal

health insurance (48 percent), paid maternity
leave (35 percent), and company transport or
transport allowance (32 percent). 64 percent of
working women in the region state that there
are no special benefits offered to women by
their current employer, though 21 percent claim
their employer offers some special benefits to
women employees. 

Women in MENA claim the benefits that are
most important to them are higher salary (62
percent), opportunities for long-term career
growth (37 percent), and flexible hours (27 per-
cent). 

When it comes to maternity leave, 26 percent
of women in the MENA state that they have
more than 2 months of maternity, but less than
3 months. 24 percent of them receive 1-2
months. Satisfaction with maternity leave is gen-
erally low across the region; 32 percent claim
low satisfaction, with 33 percent stating neutral
feelings. Close to half (47 percent) of the respon-
dents say that their company offers no paternity
leave for new fathers. 

Challenges and Happiness
Regionally, MENA women find it hard to find

good job opportunities (as stated by 60 per-

cent). They also consider a lack of opportunities
to improve their professional skills (46 percent)
and not having enough opportunities to relax or
socialise (38 percent) to be challenges in their
life. It’s also considered hard to lead a healthy
lifestyle (32 percent), and many women (30 per-
cent) do not feel connected enough within their
industry. 

Working women in MENA consider their
main sources of happiness to be having a suc-
cessful career (55 percent); spending time with
their family (32 percent); and making money (30
percent). 

Work, Marriage and Children
When asked how their career choiceshave

affected their marital life, 35 percent of married
respondents in the MENA region stated it has
had no effect at all, versus 33 percent who claim
it has had a positive effect. 

Future marriage plans are seen by 35 percent
of MENA women to have an effect to some
extent on career choices, though 30 percent
state they have no affect at all. 

Two in five women with children in MENA
claim that their decision to have children has
had no effect on their career, though 31 percent
believe their choice has affected their working
life to some extent. For 22 percent of women, it
has affected their career to a large extent. 

Labour Laws
Across MENA, 43 percent of women claim to

be very familiar with labour laws, with 48 per-
cent stating they are ‘slightly familiar’ with them.
Amongst those who are familiar, 53 percent say
they are fair to some extent, while 21 percent
believe they are fair to a large extent. 

The majority (87 percent) of women partici-
pating in this survey work 30 or more hours per
week. More than half (53 percent) are single; 27
percent are married with children (43 percent
have two children; 33 percent have one child),
and 12 percent are married without children.
Across the MENA region, 41 percent of respon-
dents have one other person earning a salary in
their household; 49 percent of these women
state that the main contribution to their house-
hold comes from a man. 

Suha Mardelli  Haroun, HR Director and
Regional Sales Manager, Bayt.com, said: “There
are clearly mixed sentiments across the MENA
region with regards to women’s opinions of
equality in the workplace. 

Women feel treated equally competent to
men across many skill-sets and continues to be
narrowing quickly. Employers should take
advantage of this skill level to enlarge the talent
pool, and perhaps take it as an opportunity to
recalibrate on elements such as salary, benefits
and advancement opportunities. The fact that
these improve the gender equality gap and
workplace engagement will go towards positive
alignment in levelling out the playing field for all
employees.”

Emilene Parry, Senior Research Executive,
YouGov, said: “It is encouraging to see that
many women in the MENA region believe their
country of residence provides the same level of
gender equality as many Western countries. As
the majority of working respondents in the
region put ‘having a successful career’ among
their top three sources of happiness, companies
should look for ways to appeal to today’s career-
oriented women.”

MENA women reflect on 
gender equality gap 

• 51 percent of MENA women consider employment opportunities to be equal
• 49 percent believe women and men are treated equally in the workplace
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Pakistan forces kill 77 

militants after massacre

Top jihadist slain as Iraq 

Kurds press fightback 

CAIRNS: Police comfort a distressed woman at the scene where eight children aged between 18 months and 15 years were found dead at a home in the northern Australian city of Cairns,
police said yesterday. —AFP

8 children found dead at Australian property
Gruesome mass stabbings just days after Sydney siege

CAIRNS, Australia: Eight children ranging from babies to teenagers
were found dead at a home in the Australian city of Cairns yesterday,
police said, reportedly in a gruesome mass stabbing just days after a
deadly siege in Sydney.

Prime Minister Tony Abbott called the Cairns tragedy heartbreaking,
with Australia already in an outpouring of national grief over Monday’s
dramatic standoff in Sydney, which left two hostages and the gunman
dead. “All parents would feel a gut-wrenching sadness at what has hap-
pened,” he said in a statement. “This is an unspeakable crime.”

Cairns police said they were called to the scene in the northern city
and found the bodies of the children, aged between 18 months and 15
years. A woman in her 30s, who police said is believed to be the mother
of seven of the dead children, was injured in the incident in the suburb of
Manoora, 10 minutes from the city centre. TV footage showed her being
stretchered into an ambulance. 

The victims have not yet been officially identified but police said late
Friday that the eighth child is not from the same family group, as they
said there were no formal suspects for the distressing deaths.  

“We’re not talking about naming suspects or identifying particular
suspects at this stage,” Cairns regional crime coordinator Detective
Inspector Bruno Asnicar said.

“We’re looking at anybody that’s had any involvement. Everybody

who’s had any involvement at all in the past two or three days is a person
of interest.” Cairns is a tropical city with a population of more than
150,000 people and is popular with international tourists as a gateway to
the Great Barrier Reef, one of Australia’s biggest tourist sites.

Only a day earlier, a Melbourne man was jailed for life for smothering
to death his two daughters, aged three and four, in a move the judge
said was aimed at punishing his ex-wife.

In the latest tragedy, the Australian Associated Press cited the injured
woman’s cousin, Lisa Thaiday, as saying a 20-year-old man arrived home
to find his siblings dead inside the house.

“I just can’t believe it. We just found out (about) those poor babies,”
Thaiday said.

Reports widely said the children had been stabbed while the Cairns
Post reported they were also suffocated, although police did not imme-
diately confirm this. 

Community reeling 
Who killed the children remains unclear but Asnicar said there was no

need for the public to be worried, suggesting no one was on the loose.
“As it stands there’s no need for the public to be concerned about

this other than the fact that this is a tragic, tragic event,” he told a media
conference. “The situation is well controlled at the moment. There

shouldn’t be any concern for anyone else out of this environment.”
He added that it was too early to determine the chain of events. “The

crime scene is being locked down and that includes from me,” he said.
“Nobody goes in there until our forensic people have finished and until
we have done that we’re not going to be able to clearly establish any
relationships.” Acting Chief Superintendent Russell Miller said in 40 years
of policing he could not recall another incident like this one.

“The crime scene is wholly contained within the site, the house.  As far
as I know it does not extend beyond the house itself,” he told AFP.  

Cairns Post reporter Scott Forbes, who was on the scene, said the area
where the bodies were found has a large indigenous population. “All of
the people here are actually related to the people who were involved in
this incident,” he told the Australian Broadcasting Corporation, dis-
cussing those who live on the same street. “So they’re all reeling at the
moment. But telling us that she was a very, very protective, very proud
mother who loved her children dearly.”

Local resident Rebecca Levers tweeted: “Horrible to come out of our
house and hear this, that children are involved. Devastating.” A couple
who live around the corner said they did not feel safe in the area and it
was not uncommon to hear fighting and drinking at night.

“It’s pretty scary. Oh my God,” the man, who did not want to be
named, told reporters. —AFP
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In dealings with 
the West, Erdogan

holds all the cards
ISTANBUL: President Tayyip Erdogan’s tightening grip on power
is likely to meet little more than symbolic resistance from the West
next year, as Turkey’s G20 presidency and the fight against Islamic
State trump concerns about a slide towards authoritarianism.

Critics at home and abroad see Erdogan as an increasingly
unpredictable leader, bent on a more powerful presidency and
revenge on his political enemies. They fear he is taking Turkey
ever further from Western standards on rule of law and free
speech. Supporters say he is returning Turkey to its former glory,
restoring its Ottoman and Islamic heritage after nine decades of
rule by a secular elite. They welcome this new assertive approach.

Turkey assumed the rotating leadership of the group of 20
biggest developing and advanced economies on Dec. 1 and aims
to use the role to bolster the voice of low income nations and pro-
mote itself as a trade and diplomatic power. Erdogan’s list of visi-
tors in recent weeks, including Vladimir Putin and the pope, the
US vice president and the EU’s foreign policy chief, underscores
Turkey’s importance on issues including energy security and con-
taining the wars in neighboring Syria and Iraq.

Yet behind the handshakes and pledges of cooperation,
Turkey’s record on freedoms appears to be deteriorating. The past
week has seen police raids on media outlets close to Erdogan’s
political enemies and the trial of soccer fans accused of coup plot-
ting during anti-government protests last year.

“Turkey’s strategic geography dictates that its allies continue
giving it some leeway ... People simply can’t afford to ignore
Turkey, whatever the policies of President Erdogan,” said Fadi
Hakura, Turkey analyst at London think-tank Chatham House.

The media raids drew a rebuke from Brussels. Erdogan
responded by telling the European Union, of which Turkey aspires
to be a member, to mind its own business. The raids, he said, were
a necessary response to “dirty operations” by his enemies and had
nothing to do with press freedom.

An EU source involved in relations with Turkey said he expect-
ed authoritarian steps to escalate in the run-up to a general elec-
tion next June. But he acknowledged the EU’s need for coopera-
tion on issues from Syria to Cyprus tied its hands.

Ottoman sensibilities
Erdogan’s critics say he has waged a systematic war on all

forms of dissent since founding the Islamist-rooted AK Party and
becoming prime minister just over a decade ago. Putting a secu-
larist military that had toppled four governments since 1960 firm-
ly under civilian control won praise, but institutions from the
courts and police to the media and schools have also been
brought under Erdogan’s ideological umbrella.

The message of Erdogan’s AK Party has become “focused on a
romanticized notion of Ottoman Sunni brotherhood,” according
to Jenny White, a Boston University anthropology professor.

“Erdogan (presents himself as) the patriarchal father protect-
ing the honor of his national family and keeping the dangerous
chaos of liberalism at bay,” she wrote in the periodical Current
History this month. His majoritarian view of democracy - telling
critics to beat him at the ballot box - means he rules in the interest
of the 52 percent who voted for him while ignoring the rest, critics
say. —Reuters

JERUSALEM: A rocket fired from the Gaza Strip
struck southern Israel yesterday, the Israeli military
said, in the first such attack since September. The
military said air raid sirens were sounded in the
Eshkol region bordering the Palestinian coastal ter-
ritory. The projectile landed in an open field, caus-
ing no injuries or damage, according to police.

Israel fought a 50-day war this summer with
Hamas, the Palestinian militant group that controls
Gaza. Hamas launched thousands of rockets and
mortars toward Israel, which carried out an aerial
campaign and a ground invasion.

The war left more than 2,100 Palestinians
dead, according to Palestinian and UN officials.  On
the Israeli side, 66 soldiers and six civilians were
killed. Also yesterday, clashes erupted between
Palestinian protesters and Israeli forces at a West
Bank military checkpoint and near the village of
Turmus Aya. There were no injuries reported. The
village was the site of a Palestinian-Israeli scuffle
earlier this month during which Palestinian Cabinet

minister Ziad Abu Ain collapsed. He later died en
route to hospital.

Palestinian and Israeli pathologists subsequent-
ly disagreed over the cause of Abu Ain’s death. The
Palestinian expert said the cause of death was a
“blow,” while his Israeli colleague said Abu Ain died
of a heart attack. In other developments, the Israeli
military yesterday began relaxing travel restrictions
for Palestinian Christians in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip for the Christmas holiday season, saying it
granted 700 permits for Gazans to travel to Israel,
the West Bank and Jordan.

Israel said it was also allowing West Bank
Christians to travel to Israel, permitting 500 of them
to visit their families in the Gaza Strip, subject to
security checks. Israel restricts Palestinians in the
two territories from entering the country without
special permits, citing security concerns. Travel
between the territories is also restricted but those
bans are usually relaxed for Christians during the
holiday season. —AP

Israeli military says Gaza rocket hits Israel

RAMALLAH: Israeli border guards detain a Palestinian protester during clashes following
a demonstration against Israeli settlements in the West Bank village of Turmus Aya,
north of Ramallah yesterday. — AFP

Bodies of Islamic State militants killed during fighting when Kurdish forces pushed towards Sinjar Mountain, lie in a ditch in
Kobani, Iraq, on Thursday. — AP

NAHYAT AL-AYADHIYA, Iraq: Kurdish forces pressed their biggest
offensive against the Islamic State group so far yesterday, buoyed by
US reports that jihadist supremo Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi’s top aide in
Iraq has been killed. Kurdish peshmerga forces were securing the sur-
roundings of Mount Sinjar after breaking a months-old jihadist siege
of the northwestern region while fighting was also reported near the
city of Tall Afar further east. The Pentagon said Thursday that US
strikes had killed several top leaders of the group that proclaimed a
“caliphate” straddling Syria and Iraq six months ago and rose to be the
world’s most feared jihadist organization.

“I can confirm that since mid-November, targeted coalition air
strikes successfully killed multiple senior and mid-level leaders,”
spokesman Rear Admiral John Kirby said. US officials said among
those killed was Abu Muslim Al-Turkmani, who was Baghdadi’s
deputy in charge of Iraq and would be the most senior IS leader to fall
this year. Kirby said strikes against the group’s leadership were dis-
rupting the jihadists’ “ability to command and control current opera-
tions against” Iraqi federal and Kurdish forces. The leaders of
autonomous Kurdistan described the operation they have spearhead-
ed since Wednesday as the most successful so far against the jihadists.
After the US-led coalition paved the way with some 50 air strikes,
around 8,000 peshmerga reclaimed some 700 square kilometers (270
square miles) in the Zumar and Sinjar regions in two days.

IS fighters fleeing 
Late Thursday, they reached Mount Sinjar, where thousands of

fighters and civilians from the Yazidi minority had been besieged for
months. “The peshmerga have liberated around 70 percent of the
areas around Mount Sinjar, but the southern part of the Sinjar region
is still under IS control,” said Faisal Saleh, a Yazidi who has been
stranded on the mountain with his family.

“The peshmerga are currently offering assistance to those who
need it the most and they are planning to take them to Kurdistan but
that hasn’t happened yet,” he told AFP by telephone.

Khalaf Shamo, a Yazidi fighter also on the mountain, said the
jihadists were destroying positions before withdrawing. “We can see
IS fighters blowing up houses in Sinuni and Khan as-Sur, we can see it
clearly,” he said, referring to two villages north of the mountain.

Mount Sinjar in August saw one of the most dramatic episodes of
the six-month-old conflict in Iraq when tens of thousands of Yazidis
were trapped there without food nor water.

Fears of a genocide against the small Kurdish-speaking minority
were one of the reasons US President Barack Obama put forward for
starting an air war against the jihadists.

The peshmerga also closed in on Tall Afar, a large city from which
huge numbers of Shiite Turkmen were displaced when IS fighters
attacked in June. But residents said the Iraqi army’s elite counter-ter-
rorism unit-known as the Golden Brigade-was leading operations
around the city. “There’s fighting going on, it started last night. I can
hear shooting and explosions not that far away even as we speak. I
can sometimes hear fighter jets,” said Abu Hussein, a 26-year-old who
was a teacher before the jihadist offensive.—AFP

Top jihadist slain as Iraq 
Kurds press fightback

US says several ‘caliphate’ leaders killed
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YOLA, Nigeria: Mohammed Bako stared out at the teeming
Jimeta market in Nigeria’s Yola city, looking for anything suspi-
cious amongst the hawkers selling cheap phones and cars
attempting near impossible turns down narrow alleys. Bako
runs a box-size phone shop in the market, but 18 months ago
took on a new job as head of the local vigilante force working
with the military against Boko Haram.  Two days earlier, the
Islamists carried out deadly attacks, including at a market, in the
two other northeast state capitals that have been under emer-
gency rule: Damaturu and Maiduguri.

“This is what makes us wake up,” Bako told AFP, warning
that complacency in Yola could lead to disaster. Several sus-
pected insurgents have been arrested in Jimeta market in
recent months, he said, in a claim backed by local media
reports. Bako refused to be identified in pictures or on video, for
fear of being targeted by the Islamist rebels blamed for more
than 13,000 deaths since 2009. Threats are rising, he added, but
said he was unfazed and prepared to give his life defending
Yola. “Definitely, we are ready to die,” he said. 

‘Panic Situation’ 
A late October offensive by Boko Haram in the north of

Adamawa stunned many in its capital Yola, which had previous-
ly been removed from the conflict. The Islamists, fighting to cre-
ate a caliphate in northern Nigeria, captured several key towns,
facing almost no military resistance and raising fears that Yola
would also fall into rebel hands. “Three weeks ago, people were
in a panic situation,” said Phineas Elisha, the spokesman for
Adamawa’s Governor James Bala Ngilari. “People were sleeping
with one eye closed and another open... Even if you heard a
burst tyre, people will begin to run” thinking it was a bomb, he
said. Tens of thousands of people fled their homes and the
insurgents reached as far as Gombi, some 120 km from Yola.
The military, backed by vigilantes and local hunters, has since
claimed to have recaptured many of the lost towns. But the
security situation remains uncertain and those displaced by
fighting are too fearful to return home. 

Abandoned by Troops 
Aside from Boko Haram violence, the security crisis in the

northeast has been fuelled partly by a loss of public confidence
in the military. “I don’t think the troops are really serious,” said
Hudu Ibrahim, 40, who fled the town of Uba in late October,
with his four wives and 14 children, trekking more than 100 kilo-
metres through bushlands before finding a ride to Yola.
“Everyday they told us they were doing their best, while you
can see them running,” he said, perched on a step of primary
school which has been converted to a displaced persons (IDP)
camp where he now lives. The military declined to comment
but Ibrahim’s account was supported by many others at the IDP
camps around Yola. Victoria Emmanuel, a self-assured mother
of three who was forced to flee an Islamist offensive on the
town of Michika, said “the military ran away from the area and
left us to our fate”.—AFP

Yola on alert
after Boko

Haram advance

DAKAR: A year after vowing to banish buccaneers from their waters,
countries in the Gulf of Guinea - the new epicentre of piracy in Africa -
are struggling to get their act together. The coastal area extending
from Senegal to Angola has stolen the limelight from the Gulf of Aden
on the piracy front. From hijacking cargo ships and siphoning their
fuel to illegal fishing and transporting contraband, seafaring robbers
are squeezing the region’s economy. Between January and
September the Gulf of Guinea recorded 33 incidents of piracy and
armed robbery, according to the International Maritime Bureau (IMB).

While an improvement on the 47 attacks recorded in the same
period last year, the figure still dwarfed the number of incidents
recorded off the coast of Somalia, where international military patrols
helped keep the reported tally down to 10. The pirates operating off
the coast of Nigeria, Togo and Benin are heavily armed and violent,
according to the IMB. Sometimes crews are held hostage for several
days and subjected to violence, making them increasingly reluctant to
travel these waters. With shipping representing up to 20 percent of
the revenues of some affected countries the banditry is also taking an
economic toll. At a summit in Cameroon in June 2013 regional leaders
decided to set up a centre responsible for coordinating anti-piracy
efforts across the region, with local offices all along the coast. “The 24
heads of state present in Yaounde (Cameroon) didn’t just come for
the visit. The actions are there, we’re no longer just talking about it,”
Cameroon’s Foreign Minister Pierre Moukoko Mbonjo told the inau-
gural edition of the Forum on Peace and Security in Africa in Senegal’s
capital Dakar on Monday.

But the new anti-piracy centres still lack computers and satellite
imagery; national navies are short of patrol boats and speedboats and
regional dialogue has not always been as intensive as promised.

Often the navy, naval police and coastguard work at cross purposes.
“At the national level you have a multitude of services falling over
each other. Every agency tries to have prerogatives that aren’t even
part of its remit,” Rear Admiral Cheikh Bara Cissokho, chief of staff of
the Senegalese navy, told the Dakar forum.

Political Connections 
Furthermore, countries in the Gulf of Guinea are sometimes locked

in bitter border disputes, namely over the control of offshore oil fields.
“How can Ghana and Ivory Coast organise common patrols if their
border hasn’t even been definitively drawn?” asked Barthelemy Blede,
a researcher on maritime security at the Institute for Strategic Studies
(ISS) in Dakar. The funding of the new, regional security framework
has also yet to take shape, “and foreign aid is still limited”, said Blede,
who also lamented that shipowners were still resistant to further
levies on vessels. For all the experts at this week’s Dakar Forum,
Nigeria was the weakest link, with most of the attacks taking place off
its shores. The assailants, meanwhile, were growing their catchment
area by establishing “subsidiaries” outside their home countries, said
Veronique Roger-Lacan, France’s special representative for the fight
against maritime piracy. Speaking at a summit of the west African
regional ECOWAS bloc this week Nigerian President Goodluck
Jonathan said piracy in the region had reached “a worrisome dimen-
sion”. “Nigeria calls for stronger and more effective regional, continen-
tal and global alliance to rid our region of terrorism, piracy and violent
extremism,” he said. The consequences of the high-seas hold-ups may
be more far-reaching than thought. Blede noted that attacks in
Nigeria’s waters had ramped up in the run-up to the country’s presi-
dential election in February. —AFP

MONROVIA: UN chief Ban Ki-moon yesterday
arrived in Liberia on the first stop of a visit to
Ebola-ravaged west African countries for a first-
hand assessment of global efforts to fight the epi-
demic. Ban, who flew in from Ghana, where the
UN Ebola mission is headquartered, was wel-
comed on arrival in Monrovia by Liberian Vice
President Joseph Boakai with full military hon-
ours. Ban will also travel to Guinea, Sierra Leone
and Mali, where the UN is leading the response to
the health crisis.

In Liberia, Ban will meet President Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf as well as officials from the UN
Mission for Ebola Emergency Response or
UNMEER, and visit an Ebola centre run by the US
military. Ban’s visit comes a year after the out-
break began in Guinea and follows sharp criti-
cism from non-governmental organisations that
UN agencies like the World Health Organization
have been too slow to respond. “United Nations

will stand with the people in region until such
time that we make sure that there is no such cas-
es,” Ban told Ghanaian President John Dramani
Mahama at a meeting late Thursday in the capital
Accra. “We must think carefully about how to
strengthen the healthcare systems of the coun-
tries in the region to withstand the future out-
break of infectious diseases,” Mahama added.

Ban is accompanied by Margaret Chan, head
of the World Health Organization, David
Nabarro, the UN coordinator for the fight
against Ebola and UNMEER chief Anthony
Banbury. Last month, Ban had said that, with
increased international mobilization, the out-
break could be brought under control in 2015
Ebola has killed more than 6,900 people, almost
all of them in west Africa. Liberia tops the num-
ber of fatalities at 3,290 deaths but Sierra Leone
earlier this month overtook it as the country
with the most infections. — AFP 

Gulf of Guinea: New
Africa pirate paradise

Nigeria the weakest link

UN CHIEF on tour of 
Ebola-hit west Africa

ACCRA: Dr Moustapha Aly (left), Senior UNMEER Medical Officer, demonstrates to United
Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon (right) how to properly sterilize his hands before a
meeting on Thursday at the house-office of the president. — AFP 

DAKAR: The presidium of the International Forum on Peace and Security in Africa is seen on Dec 16, 2014. — AFP 
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MADRID: Six months into his reign, Spain’s King Felipe VI
is gently polishing the monarchy’s scandal-hit image, get-
ting rid of royal Ferraris and publishing palace accounts -
but critics are demanding he try harder. Yesterday
marked exactly half a year since 46-year-old Felipe took
over the throne, vowing “to make Spaniards feel proud of
their king”. Now as he prepares for his first Christmas
king’s speech on December 24, his record is under scruti-
ny.The crown’s popularity ratings appear to have
strengthened, but anti-monarchist feeling rumbles on in
some quarters. And not all of the scandals that marred the
years leading up to the abdication of Felipe’s father Juan
Carlos have gone away. Juan Carlos outraged Spaniards in
2012 by going elephant hunting in Botswana at the
height of Spain’s recession. Separately, Felipe’s sister
Cristina has been accused in a corruption probe targeting
her husband. When Felipe took over the throne, support-
ers hoped he, his former newsreader wife Letizia, 41, and
their two blonde daughters, nine-year-old Leonor and
Sofia, seven, could freshen the monarchy’s image.

King or ‘Slacker’? 
The new king has since taken steps to make the royal

household more transparent. He launched a new palace
code of conduct and published details of its spending.
Felipe ordered members of the royal family not to accept
any extravagant gifts. Any official presents they receive
must now be donated to national heritage. The palace
has ceded to the state two deluxe Ferrari cars that were
given to Juan Carlos by an Arab sheikh and are now to be

auctioned, palace sources told AFP.
Media have estimated the ex-king’s fortune at $2.3 bil-

lion. The palace denies that figure, saying it includes
assets that actually belong to the state. When Juan Carlos
abdicated, the monarchy’s popularity rating among
Spaniards was down to about a third, according to the
national social research institute CIS. Recent opinion polls
in various newspapers indicate that Felipe has reversed
that decline. One survey in conservative paper La Razon
gave Felipe a 72-percent popularity rating.

One royal expert, Antonio del Moral, said Felipe is
doing “what the Spanish monarchy needed to do to win
back a bit of the prestige it had lost over the past two or
three years”. But Jordi Matas, a political scientist at
Barcelona University, branded Felipe “the slacker-king”.
“Everything is exactly the same or worse, and the new
monarchy’s influence cannot be seen anywhere. A lot of
talk, but few results,” Matas wrote in El Pais newspaper.

Royalists and Republicans 
With limited, mostly ceremonial powers as the head of

Spain’s parliamentary monarchy, Felipe has kept largely
out of politics. He has spoken cautiously on Spain’s most
sensitive current political issue, however: the drive for
independence in Catalonia. Since becoming king he has
made three trips to the northeastern region, where he
has called for unity. 

The government moved swiftly to get Felipe on the
throne in June, defying street protesters who demanded
a referendum on making Spain a republic. But the repub-

lican undertow in Spain “is still very much alive,” said
Moral. Spain’s two main political forces, the governing
conservative Popular Party and the opposition Socialists,
have backed the monarchy since Spain’s transition from
dictatorship in the late 1970s. 

But the political landscape is changing fast. According
to recent polls, the two big parties together have less
than half of the vote. 

The leftwing protest party Podemos is now a serious
challenger ahead of next year’s general election. Its
leader Pablo Iglesias has called for a referendum on
whether to keep the monarchy. “It should be part of our
country’s past, not its future,” he said. — AFP 

Ferraris gone as Spain king polishes image

King Felipe VI

Women step closer 
to frontline combat 

in British army
LONDON: Women have moved a step closer to front line
fighting in the British army from 2016, following a review
of the current ban published yesterday. The paper exam-
ining whether women should be allowed to serve in
ground close combat roles - where the primary duty is to
close in on and kill the enemy - found the change would
not damage troop cohesion. 

Defence minister Michael Fallon backed the idea of
women serving in infantry roles but any such move will be
dependent on research into the physiological effects on
female troops. “Roles in our armed forces should be deter-
mined by ability not gender,” Fallon said. “I hope that, fol-
lowing further work on our training regimes and equip-
ment, we can open up combat roles to women in 2016.”

Women in the land army cannot join the infantry and
armoured corps, but can serve on the front line in a com-
bat role. In the other armed forces, they do serve in a vari-
ety of combat roles across the forces, including as fighter
pilots and sailors, and, from this year, submariners. The
review, launched in May, was carried out by Nicholas
Carter, the professional head of the army. 

The paper “has ended the long-held view that mixed
close ground combat units would have an adverse effect
on cohesion between troops”, the defence ministry said in
a statement. “However, it also calls for further research
into the physiological demands placed on those in close
combat roles before a final decision is made on lifting the
current exclusion on women.”

The ministry said it was important to explore the
impact on women’s health, saying allowing women into
the front line without doing so would be “irresponsible”.
“The physiological research programme will investigate
how training regimes can be constructed to allow women
to integrate safely, whilst protecting combat effective-
ness.” Some 10 percent of the 156,630 regular British
armed forces personnel are women.

Colonel Mike Dewar, a military historian, said women
would be “incapable” of meeting the current battle fitness
requirement for soldiers to be able to pick up another
man, with his rifle and equipment, and carry him 200 m. “I
think it’s politically driven”, he told BBC radio, adding that
he had recently spoken to eight senior army generals who
thought it was “utter and total madness”. — AFP 

MADRID: A man rammed a car loaded
with gas cylinders into the Madrid head-
quarters of Spain’s conservative ruling
party yesterday, police said. The canis-
ters did not explode and there were no
injuries, a police spokeswoman told AFP.
Some reports and officials said the car
also contained explosives. Details of the
suspect’s possible motives remained
unclear yesterday morning. Police ini-
tially said he was thought to be a ruined
businessman, but other officials later
said he was a mentally ill, jobless 37-
year-old from the eastern Teruel region.
Photographs from inside the building
showed the dark blue four-door car cov-
ered in wreckage after coming to a halt
in the lobby.

“A man rammed his own car into the
front of the Popular Party headquarters
in Calle Genova in Madrid,” a police
spokeswoman said. “Inside the car there
were two canisters of butane and a sub-
stance that we have yet to analyse,”
added another spokeswoman. She
would not confirm media reports that
the car contained industrial fertiliser.
Officers arrested the suspect at the scene
of the crash which occurred before dawn
at about 7:00 am (0600 GMT).

‘Terrorism’ Ruled Out
Police cordoned off a large area

around the party building in central
Madrid, causing traffic jams and block-
ing people from getting to work. “There
was a cordon and police told me I could-
n’t pass because there had been some
kind of attack,” said Giuseppe Di Bella, a
28-year-old lawyer who works opposite
the party building. “They said there was
a car carrying gas cylinders. It’s a bit
much for a Friday morning.”

Several metro stations were closed
and services on several lines were sus-
pended for several hours before resum-
ing normal service, police said. The
deputy leader of the party, Maria
Dolores Cospedal, said that “the possi-
bility of a terrorist attack has been ruled
out.” “We wish to send a message of
calm and thank the police for their quick
and efficient response,” she said in a
statement.

The party’s parliamentary spokesman

Rafael Hernando said: “It obviously caus-
es great alarm that someone could
attack a political party - mine or any oth-
er.” Since coming to power in 2011,
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy and his
Popular Party have imposed tough
economic cuts  that  they say were
needed to drag Spain out of an eco-
nomic crisis. Rajoy says Spain is now
recovering, but the unemployment
rate remains extremely high at close to
24 percent. — AFP 

Man rams car into Spain 
ruling party headquarters

Gas-laden car fails to explode

MADRID: A car that was rammed into Spanish Popular Party (PP)’s headquar-
ters in Genova Street is taken away yesterday. — AFP 



DERA ISMAIL KHAN, Pakistan: The most hated man in
Pakistan is a 36-year-old father of three and volleyball enthusi-
ast nicknamed “Slim”.

His real name is Umar Mansoor and the Pakistani Taleban
say he masterminded this week’s massacre of 132 children and
nine staff at a school in Peshawar - the deadliest militant attack
in Pakistan’s history. A video posted on Thursday on a website
used by the Taliban shows a man with a luxuriant chest-length
beard, holding an admonishing finger aloft as he seeks to justify
the Dec. 16 attack. The caption identified him as Umar Mansoor.
“If our women and children die as martyrs, your children will not
escape,” he said. “We will fight against you in such a style that
you attack us and we will take revenge on innocents.”

The Taleban say the attack, in which gunmen wearing sui-
cide-bomb vests executed children, was retaliation for a mili-
tary offensive carried out by the Pakistani army. They accuse
the military of carrying out extrajudicial killings. The accusation
is not new. Many courts have heard cases where men disap-
peared from the custody of security services.  Some bodies
have been found later, hands bound behind the back and shot
in the head, or dismembered and stuffed into sacks.

Some security officials say privately the courts are so cor-
rupt and afraid, it is almost impossible to convict militants.
“You risk your life to catch terrorists and the courts always
release them,” said one official. “If you kill them then they don’t
come back.”

The country is so inured to violence that the discovery of
such bodies barely rates a paragraph in a local newspaper.

Despite this, the school attack shocked a nation where tradi-
tionally, women and children are protected, even in war. Six
Pakistani Taleban interviewed by Reuters confirmed the mas-
termind was Mansoor. Four of them said he is close to Mullah
Fazlullah, the embattled leader of the fractious group who
ordered assassins to kill schoolgirl activist Malala Yousafzai.

“He strictly follows the principles of jihad,” one said. “He is
strict in principles, but very kind to his juniors. He is popular
among the juniors because of his bravery and boldness.”

Mansoor got a high school education in the capital,
Islamabad, two Taleban members said, and later studied in a
madrassa, a religious school. “Umar Mansoor had a tough mind
from a very young age, he was always in fights with other
boys,” said one Taleban member. Mansoor has two brothers
and spent some time working in the city of Karachi as a laborer
before joining the Taleban soon after it was formed, in late
2007, said one commander. His nickname is “nary,” a word in
the Pashto language meaning “slim”, and he is the father of
two daughters and a son, said another commanders.

“(Mansoor) likes to play volleyball,” said one of the Taliban
members. “He is a good volleyball player. Wherever he shifts
his office, he puts a volleyball net up.”

The Taleban video describes him as the “amir”, or leader, of
Peshawar and nearby Darra Adam Khel. Mansoor deeply
opposes talks with the government, the commanders said. “He
was very strict from the start when he joined,” a commander
said. “He left many commanders behind if they had a soft cor-
ner (of their heart) for the government.” —Reuters

Pakistan’s most hated man: Volleyball player, child killer
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Pakistan forces kill 77 
militants after massacre

27 terrorists ambushed in Khyber region
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani warplanes and
ground forces killed at least 77 militants in a
northwestern tribal region near the Afghan
border, officials said yesterday, days after
Taleban fighters killed 148 people - most of
them children - in a school massacre. 

The violence at a school in Pakistan’s
northwest earlier this week stunned the
country and brought cries for retribution. In
the wake of the mass killing the military has
struck targets in the Khyber tribal region and
approved the death penalty for six convicted
terrorists. The military said its ground forces
late Thursday killed 10 militants while
airstrikes killed another 17, including an
Uzbek commander. Another 32 alleged ter-
rorists were killed by security forces in an
ambush in Tirah valley in Khyber yesterday as
they headed toward the Afghan border, the
military said.

Yesterday morning, troops killed 18 more
militants during a “cordon and search opera-
tion” in Khyber, the military said. The military
said the army chief, Gen Raheel Sharif, was
traveling to Khyber yesterday to meet with
troops taking part in the ground operation.

Khyber agency is one of two main areas in
the northwest where the military has been
trying to root out militants in recent months.
Khyber borders Peshawar, where the school
massacre happened, and militants have tradi-
tionally attacked the city before withdrawing
to the tribal region where police can’t chase
them.

The other area is North Waziristan, where
the military launched a massive operation in
June. In the southern province of Baluchistan,
Pakistani security forces killed a senior
Pakistani Taleban leader along with seven of
his associates in three separate pre-dawn
raids, said a tribal police officer, Ali Ahmed.
The Pakistani army chief late Thursday signed
the death warrants of six “hard core terror-
ists” convicted and sentenced to death by

military courts, the army said. It was unclear
when the military planned to hang the six
men, but authorities generally move quickly
once death warrants are signed. Such execu-
tions are usually carried out at prisons under
the supervision of army officers and then the
bodies are handed over to relatives for burial.

There was no information on the men or
the crimes for which they were convicted.
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif on Wednesday
announced that he would lift a moratorium
on executions in terrorism-related cases. The
government has not yet carried out any exe-
cutions. The lifting of the moratorium was

aimed at demonstrating the government’s
resolve. But the decision by an anti-terrorism
court on Thursday to grant bail to the main
suspect in the Mumbai attacks, 

Zaki-ur-Rahman Lakhvi, called into ques-
tion that commitment. Lakhvi is one of seven
people on trial in Pakistan for the assault, but
the trial has produced no results so far. It has
been closed to the media. India reacted with
outrage to news of Lakhvi’s pending release.
Special public prosecutor Abu Zar Peerzada
said he would appeal to the High Court to
cancel the bail and said Lakhvi had not yet
been released. —AP

PESHAWAR: Andaleeb Aftab, (center), teacher and mother of a Pakistani
army-run school student who was killed by Taleban militants, prays with
her family at their home in Peshawar yesterday.  Pakistan is mourning
148 people — mostly children — killed by the Taleban in a school mas-
sacre that prompted global revulsion and put the government under new
pressure to combat the scourge of militancy. —AFP

Anti-Taleban fight 
‘un-Islamic’: Cleric

ISLAMABAD: The head of a hardline Islamabad mosque yesterday
called an army offensive against the Taliban “un-Islamic” and said
the militants’ massacre of 133 children was in retaliation for air strikes
against them. The Tehreek-e-Taleban Pakistan (TTP), claimed the
assault as revenge for an ongoing military offensive against its
strongholds in the tribal northwest. Maulana Abdul Aziz told wor-
shippers at the Red Mosque he “shared the grief” of the victims’ fam-
ilies but said the TTP’s response was understandable.

“O rulers, O people in power, if you will commit such acts, there
will be a reaction,” he said. The army has killed more than 1,700 sus-
pected militants since June in operations against bases of TTP and
other militants in North Waziristan and Khyber tribal areas.

In the wake of the Peshawar attack the army has pledged to
redouble its efforts to wipe out the scourge of militancy, but Aziz
condemned their struggle. “This operation in the North Waziristan is
un-Islamic,” he said. “You may debate it, you may call scholars from
abroad, from India and Bangladesh, I will go before them and prove
it that this operation is un-Islamic.” The Red Mosque, which stands a
stone’s throw from the parliament buildings in the centre of the cap-
ital, was the scene in 2007 of a week-long military siege against radi-
cals which left more than 100 people dead.

The scale of the Peshawar attack and the fact the victims were
almost all children has horrified Pakistan and prompted many to
demand action against Taleban sympathizers, including radical
preachers. But a civil society protest outside the Red Mosque yester-
day afternoon was broken up by police, while members of a hardline
group were allowed to stage their own demonstration nearby.

Earlier this month female students affiliated with the Red Mosque
issued a video statement praising the Islamic State group and calling
on it to avenge the death of Osama bin Laden.

The women belong to the Jamia Hafsa seminary which in April
named its library in honor of the slain Al-Qaeda leader. —AFP

PESHAWAR: People offer prayers for the victims killed in
Tuesday’s Taleban attack on a military-run school in
Peshawar after Friday prayers in Peshawar yesterday. —AP

Nobel peace laureate
urges Nepal to 

protect children
KATHMANDU: Indian Nobel peace laureate Kailash
Satyarthi called yesterday on Nepalese lawmakers to do
more to protect children in the Himalayan nation, home to
more than 1.6 million child laborers. Satyarthi, who is on a
three-day visit to Nepal, urged parliamentarians to
enshrine child rights in a new national constitution cur-
rently being drafted.

“It is your responsibility to constitutionally ensure the
protection, freedom, dignity, education and health of the
children,” he said in an address to parliament. Satyarthi
won the Nobel for a 35-year battle to free thousands of
children from slave labour, splitting the award with the
Pakistani education activist Malala Yousafzai. His Bachpan
Bachao Andolan (Movement to Save Childhood) says it
has liberated more than 80,000 children from bonded
labour in factories and workshops across India and has
networks of activists in more than 100 countries, including
Nepal.

A 2012 International Labor Organization report found
that more than 1.6 million minors in Nepal work as child
laborers. Trafficking is also a major issue in Nepal, where
thousands of children are smuggled to India, Bangladesh
and the UAE every year to work. —AFP
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MACAU: Chinese President Xi Jinping (second right) being welcomed by children at Macau International
Airport as Macau Chief Executive Fernando Chui (right) looks on. —AFP

HANOI: Vietnamese rescuers including hundreds of
troops and miners yesterday freed 12 workers trapped
for nearly four days after a tunnel collapsed during con-
struction of a hydropower plant.

Bad weather and the complicated geology of the site
in the Central Highlands province of Lam Dong had
hampered the rescue effort since Tuesday’s accident,
with fears the workers might not survive after battles to
supply them with oxygen and drain water rising around
them.

Television footage showed rescue teams and work-

ers emerging from the collapsed tunnel and being
greeted by applause, smiles and cries of relief after a
nearly 82-hour mission that gripped the country.
“There’s no better joy than seeing the 12 victims rescued
safely,” Lam Dong provincial secretary Nguyen Xuan
Tien told reporters. “They made magic.”

Most of the workers were hospitalized and in stable
condition. The sole female among those trapped was
given emergency treatment at the site, said the head of
local health department, Pham Thi Bach Yen. The rescue
team dug from both ends of the tunnel and drilled from

above, following light from the torches of the trapped
workers, who were provided with milk, nutrients,
sausages and ginger tea through a tube.

“Our family has been revived,” Pham Viet Diem,
whose son and daughter-in-law were trapped, told
Vietnam Television.

“There’s nothing more emotional than this. Our fami-
ly has been unable to sleep or eat.” The $22 million
hydropower plant, one of dozens planned or under con-
struction in energy-hungry Vietnam, was expected to
produce about 110 million kWh annually. —Reuters

Vietnam rescues trapped workers after 4-day ordeal

MACAU: President Xi Jinping visited a drizzly
Macau yesterday for the 15th anniversary of
the gambling hub’s return to Chinese rule,
with onlookers barred from using umbrellas-
the emblem of democracy protests in near-
by Hong Kong. The two-day trip to the for-
mer Portuguese enclave comes just days
after Hong Kong police cleared the last of
three camps where protesters had spent
nearly three months demanding free leader-
ship elections for the city.

Xi’s visit is an opportunity to drive home
the message that the semi-autonomous ter-
ritory needs to diversify away from casinos,
which have seen revenues dive owing to a
national anti-corruption drive and a stutter-
ing economy. But in the spirit of Hong
Kong’s Occupy movement which gripped
the city from late September, hundreds of
pro-democracy protesters are planning a
march Saturday from Macau’s historic city
centre. Authorities were on guard yesterday
for signs of dissent, with reporters on the air-
port tarmac waiting for Xi not allowed to
hold umbrellas, and handed raincoats
instead.

“They said you couldn’t open umbrellas
at the airport because it would affect the
flights,” a Hong Kong-based reporter who

was among up to 40 journalists at the scene
told AFP. Another reporter said airport
authorities had explained it was too windy
to safely unfurl an umbrella-a symbol of the
Hong Kong democracy movement after
protesters used them to shield themselves
from police pepper spray. And despite the
light rain, no one in the official receiving
party used them either. However, dozens of
enthusiastic elementary school pupils
braved the cold weather to wave Chinese
and Macau flags, and posies of flowers, to
greet Xi.

“I believe that under the one country
two systems and the Basic Law, Macau defi-
nitely will be increasingly stable and better
as time passes,” the leader told reporters
after stepping off the plane, referring to the
territory’s semi-autonomous status.

He also gave his backing to Hong Kong’s
leader Leung Chun-ying, pledging “full trust”
in him.  “The central government will, as
always, support you and the (Hong Kong)
government in your work,” China’s official
news agency Xinhua quoted Xi as saying.

Handful of protesters 
A handful of protesters holding umbrellas

were stopped by police in the afternoon

when they attempted to walk to where Xi
was staying. “Why does such a powerful
authority have to be afraid of a simple sym-
bol of the yellow umbrella?” pro-democracy
activist Jason Chao questioned.

“The message is clear, both the Chinese
and the Macau government are reluctant to
seriously listen to the voices of the people,”
Chao told AFP.

Chao had earlier told AFP that he had
been tailed by unidentified men ahead of Xi’s
visit.  Around a dozen police officers, some
on motorcycles had kept watch on the four
umbrella-wielding protesters.

Several Hong Kong activists including vet-
eran lawmaker Leung Kwok-hung were
reportedly turned back at Macau’s ferry ter-
minal as they held up yellow umbrellas and a
large yellow banner which read “I want real
universal suffrage, have you received the
message, Xi Jinping?”

Graft crackdown hits high rollers 
Macau is the only part of China where

casino gambling is legal, and after the sector
was opened up to foreign competition in
2002 it became a paradise for high rollers,
overtaking Las Vegas as the world’s gaming
capital in terms of revenue. —AFP

China’s Li visits 
Bangkok with Thai 
junta craving allies

BANGKOK: Chinese premier Li Keqiang yesterday signed an
agreement to help construct a railway through Thailand, as
the kingdom’s junta seeks diplomatic support after their
coup was given short shrift by US and European allies. The
dual-track railway, part of a 1,400 kilometer (870 mile) vision
of linking China’s southwestern hub city of Kunming with
Asia’s second busiest port of Singapore, is the centrepiece of
Li’s one-night visit, a Thai government spokesman told AFP.

Li inked a Memorandum of Understanding with Thai
counterpart Prayut Chan-O-Cha at Government House short-
ly after arriving yesterday, paving the way for a joint-venture
to build two railway lines through Thailand. The largest will
cut 734 kilometres through Thailand, from northern Nong
Khai-which borders Laos-to the vast, costal industrial estate
of Map Ta Phut, southeast of Bangkok.

Thailand currently has only 250 kilometres of dual track
railway, making train travel painfully slow.

“The railways are a very important issue,” Yongyuth
Mayalarp said. “This is fundamental and will reinforce our
cooperation with China.” Construction on the lines will start
next year and be completed by 2022, he  added, without giv-
ing a projected cost for the ambitious infrastructure link. Li
joins regional leaders-including from Myanmar, Cambodia
and Laos-for the Greater Mekong Summit in Bangkok, where
mega-dams and hydro-electric power schemes will also be
up for discussion, despite mounting concerns over the envi-
ronmental and social impact.

But Li’s visit will also be widely interpreted as an endorse-
ment of Thailand’s new military rulers, who grabbed power
from the elected government in May.

Since the coup, Thailand has found itself out of favour
with Western allies, including the US and European Union
who have repeatedly called for a swift return to democracy.

The junta is desperate to project an image of business as
usual, although the Thai economy remains weak after
months of anti-government protests hobbled the previous
administration, paving the way for the army putsch.

The meeting with Li will show “the good relationship we
have with China” Yongyuth said, while the presence of the
other regional leaders, “reflects the fact that situation is nor-
mal now in our country.” 

“They (the leaders) are all confident in the situation in
Thailand and in the way the country is running,” he added.
China has in recent months devoted diplomatic energy, as
well as huge sums of money, to wooing Southeast Asia,
where its reputation as a regional powerhouse is blighted by
sea disputes and fears over its long-term intentions.

In November, Beijing pledged $20 billion in soft loans and
for infrastructure projects to the 10-members of the
Association of Southeast Asian nations during a summit in
Myanmar. 

Experts say Beijing is determined to outmanoeuvre the
US, which has  embarked on a security “pivot” towards Asia,
as well bolster its trade routes and access to resources-as
China’s breakneck development continues. —AFP

Umbrellas banned as 
Xi arrives in Macau

Pro-democracy protesters plan march today
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ISLAMABAD: A Pakistani government prosecutor
said yesterday he will challenge a court order granti-
ng bail to the alleged mastermind of the 2008 terror
attacks in Mumbai, which sparked strong condem-
nation from India. Zaki-ur-Rehman Lakhvi is accused
of planning the 60-hour siege on India’s commercial
capital that left 166 people dead and was blamed
on the banned Pakistani militant group Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT). A judge in an Islamabad anti-terror
court granted Lakhvi bail on Thursday, prompting
anger in neighboring India which urged the
Pakistani government to appeal.

“I am completing all the legal formalities and
then I will challenge this order in Islamabad on
Monday,” government prosecutor Mohammad
Azhar Chaudhry said. Relations between the two
nuclear-armed rivals worsened dramatically after
the carnage, in which 10 gunmen attacked luxury
hotels, a popular cafe, a train station and a Jewish
centre.

Lakhvi remained in the high security Adyala
prison in garrison city of Rawalpindi even after
Thursday’s court ruling. “Today I am trying to get a
copy of the written (bail) order and then I will file an
appeal in Islamabad high court,” Chaudhry said. The
court’s ruling on Thursday came a day after
Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif vowed to
crack down on terror groups in Pakistan, after
Taliban gunmen massacred 148 people, mostly
teenagers, at a school.

Sharif on Wednesday announced that a six-year
moratorium on the death penalty would be lifted
for those convicted of terror offences. “Bail to LeT
commander Zaki-ur Rehman Lakhvi has come as a
shock to all those who believe in humanity worl-
dover,” India Prime Minister Narendra Modi told par-
liament in Delhi.

The horror of the Mumbai carnage played out on
live television around the world, as commandos bat-
tled the heavily-armed gunmen, who arrived by sea
on the evening of November 26, 2008.

It took the authorities three days to regain full
control of the city and New Delhi has long said there

is evidence that “official agencies” in Pakistan were
involved in plotting the attack.

Islamabad denies the charge but LeT’s charitable
arm Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD), seen as a front for the
militant group, operates openly in the country.

Scourge of militancy 
LeT founder Hafiz Saeed also leads a high-profile

existence despite a $10 million US government
bounty offered for his capture, regularly appearing
on TV and addressing large public gatherings of his
followers. Seven Pakistani suspects have been
charged with planning and financing the attacks
but the failure to advance their trials has been a
major obstacle to normalizing ties between Pakistan
and India.

Delhi accuses Islamabad of prevaricating over
the trials, while Pakistan has claimed India failed to
hand over crucial evidence. India’s foreign ministry
spokesman Syed Akbaruddin complained the case
against the suspects was moving at a “glacial pace”.

Commenting before the announcement of the
appeal, Akbaruddin said the bail order had “taken
this saga to another level”. He said the court ruling
made “a mockery of Pakistan’s commitment to fight
terror groups without hesitation and without mak-
ing distinctions”.

In the wake of the Peshawar massacre on
Tuesday, Sharif said Pakistan would not distinguish
between “good Taliban and bad Taleban” as it seeks
to crush the scourge of homegrown Islamist militan-
cy.

But Pakistan has long been accused of playing a
“double game” with militants, supporting groups it
thinks it can use for its own strategic ends, particu-
larly in disputed Kashmir.

For many Pakistanis, the struggle against what
they see as India’s “occupation” of Kashmir is a just
fight, and they are prepared to tolerate groups
engaged in it. Pakistan and India both control part
of Kashmir but claim the whole of the territory and
have fought two of their three wars over it since
independence from Britain in 1947. —AFP

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s main opposition presidential candidate Maithripala Sirisena
speaks during the launch of his election manifesto in Colombo yesterday. —AP

Pakistan to challenge bail for Mumbai attacks ‘mastermind’

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s main opposition presidential
candidate said yesterday that the country cannot be
charged with war crimes in the International Criminal
Court, but he will launch a domestic inquiry if he wins
a January election. Maithripala Sirisena said in a policy
statement that Sri Lanka has not ratified the statute
establishing the international court and therefore is
not subject to it. He said he would instead institute an
investigation by a local independent court. He also
pledged to protect everyone who contributed to the
defeat of Tamil Tiger separatists in the country’s civil
war from international action.

His main rival, incumbent President Mahinda
Rajapaksa, has asked voters to give him a third term
in office in the Jan. 8 election to stop what he calls an
overseas attempt to take him and his soldiers to the

International Criminal Court. The UN Human Rights
Council is investigating allegations of war crimes by
the government and Tamil Tiger rebels during the
civil war. An earlier UN inquiry said at least 40,000 eth-
nic Tamil civilians died, most from government
shelling, in the final months of the war, which ended
in 2009.

The government is accused of deliberately shelling
civilians and hospitals, and blocking food and medi-
cine for civilians trapped in the war zone. The Tamil
Tigers are accused of recruiting child soldiers, holding
civilians as human shields and killing those trying to
escape. Sirisena, a former health minister, defected
from Rajapaksa’s government last month to become
the main opposition candidate. He is backed by the
opposition United National Party. —AP

Sri Lankan opposition 
pledges war crime probe
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MIAMI: Osvaldo Hernandez holds a picture of US President Barack Obama as he denounces to a television crew
the president’s effort to change the Cuban policy on Thursday in Miami, Florida. —AFP

WASHINGTON: Potential 2016
Democratic presidential candidate
Hillary Clinton knows a political gift
when she sees one. She was quick to
embrace the step this week when
President Barack Obama, a fellow
Democrat no longer having to face an
electorate, relaxed US policy toward
Cuba.

While assailed by Republicans
opposed to restoring ties with the com-
munist-led island, the action has the
power to solidify support for Democrats
among increasingly influential Latino
voters and appeal to voters in farm
states like Iowa eager to do business in
Havana.

Obama’s unilateral move has gently
shaken up the 2016 race to succeed him,
exposing divisions among Republicans
and possibly helping Democrats already
buoyed by his decision to liberalize
immigration policy. Potential contenders
Jeb Bush and Marco Rubio adhered to
the traditional Republican hard line on
Cuba and sharply criticized Obama. But
Kentucky Senator Rand Paul, who has a
libertarian streak, backed the new policy.
A likely White House candidate, Paul told
a West Virginia radio station that the 50-
year-old embargo with Cuba “just hasn’t
worked.”

Clinton, Obama’s former secretary of
state, also had asserted the previous pol-
icy was not working. In her memoir,
“Hard Choices,” she wrote that she urged
Obama to shift.  She welcomed the
change in a statement on Wednesday.

Democrats argue that Clinton’s
embrace of Obama on Cuba could help
her with Latino voters, especially
younger ones in the key state of Florida,
who are less inclined than their elders to
be virulently opposed to the Cuban gov-
ernment.

Of America’s 1.5-million-strong
Cuban-American population, about 80
percent live in Florida. “I think it’ll help
her with the younger folks,”  Democratic
strategist Bud Jackson said of Clinton.

Latinos already like what they see in
Clinton. A Telemundo/NBC News/Wall
Street Journal poll found on Thursday
that 61 percent of Latinos see themselves
supporting Clinton in 2016, 11 points
more than the general population.

More of a plus
The Cuba shift could also prove popu-

lar among those dependent on
America’s agricultural businesses, major
hotels and even sports fans who enjoy
watching the best Cuban players make it
to Major League Baseball. “The political
calculation has to be that this is more of
a plus for a candidate for president than
a minus,” said David Yepsen, director of
the Paul Simon Public Policy Institute at
Southern Illinois University.

A Reuters/Ipsos poll of more than
31,000 adults between July and October
showed Americans largely open to forg-
ing diplomatic relations with Cuba.
About one-fifth opposed such a move,
while 43 percent backed it and around
37 percent were unsure.

But there are potential pitfalls for
Clinton. She will need to stake out some
positions of her own or risk criticism that
she simply represents the third term of a
president who is saddled with a 40 per-
cent approval rating. In their 2008 battle
for the Democratic presidential nomina-
tion that Obama won, Clinton accused
him of being “naive” for offering to meet
leaders of such renegade nations as
Cuba without conditions.

Since flirting with a presidential race,
Clinton for the most part has chosen not
to separate herself from Obama other
than to question his decision not to arm
Syrian rebels, as her memoir reveals.

Lanhee Chen, a Hoover Institution
scholar who advised Republican Mitt
Romney’s 2012 presidential bid, said if
Clinton is “trying to draw some distance
from the president’s foreign policy in
some ways, it was not useful to have
something where she’s perfectly aligned
with him.” There are also risks for Jeb
Bush, a former Florida governor, and
Rubio, a Florida senator. In their criti-
cisms of Obama’s policy, the two
Republicans are aligning themselves
with their party’s conservative base but
their views could appear outdated to
moderate voters.

“I think it’s kind of a blind cul-de-sac
for people like Rubio and Bush to get
pushed into,” said Democratic strategist
Bob Shrum, who was Democratic presi-
dential nominee John Kerry’s campaign
manager in 2004. “It reflects a Florida
that doesn’t exist anymore.” —Reuters

With Cuba decision, Obama 
hands Hillary Clinton a gift
President’s unilateral move shakes up 2016 race

James Holmes’ parents
plead against death

penalty
DENVER: The parents of Colorado theater shooting suspect
James Holmes are pleading for him to be spared the death
penalty. Holmes has pleaded not guilty by reason of insanity
to charges of killing 12 people and injuring 70 in the 2012
attack at a movie theater in Aurora outside Denver. Jury selec-
tion is scheduled to start Jan 20.

In a letter to The Denver Post published yesterday, Robert
and Arlene Holmes say they have always loved their son and
do not want him to be executed. “He is not a monster. He is a
human being gripped by a severe mental illness,” they wrote.
His parents, who live in California, say they also would like to
avoid a traumatic trial. One option would be a plea deal allow-
ing him to plead guilty to the charges in exchange for life in
prison without parole.

“If that happened, our son would be in prison the rest of
his life, but no one would have to relive those horrible events
at a trial the media has permission to televise,” they wrote.

They say the best option for their son would be if he is sent
to an institution for the mentally ill, which could happen if he
is found not guilty by reason of insanity.

Holmes’ parents say they have spent every moment of the
two years since the shooting thinking about the victims and
their families and friends.

“We are always praying for everyone in Aurora. We wish
that July 20, 2012 never happened,” they wrote. The letter is
the first public comment by Holmes’ parents about the shoot-
ing since some brief comments made through a lawyer imme-
diately after the attack in which they also expressed support
for him. They have not disclosed details of their son’s condi-
tion or whether they had any warning that he might become
violent. —AP

CONTINENTAL: Arlene Holmes (center) is consoled
as she leaves the courtroom after a pretrial readi-
ness hearing in the murder trial of her son, James
Holmes, in Centennial, Colorado. —AP

Death penalty
sought in US Jewish

site shootings
OLATHE, Kansas: A prosecutor will seek the death penalty
against a white supremacist who was ruled competent
Thursday to face trial on charges of killing three people at
two Jewish sites in suburban Kansas City. Johnson County
District Attorney Steve Howe announced his intention to
seek the death penalty at a hearing for Frazier Glenn Miller,
74, of Missouri, who has said he felt it was his patriotic duty to
kill Jews.

Miller is accused of killing Dr. William Lewis Corporon, 69,
and his 14-year-old grandson, Reat Griffin Underwood, who
were at the Jewish Community Center of Greater Kansas City
on April 13 for a singing contest audition. He also is accused
of fatally shooting 53-year-old Terri LaManno, who was visit-
ing her mother at a Jewish retirement home in nearby
Overland Park. —AP
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BRUSSELS: The European Union must thrash out a strategy
for Russia that lasts for many years, and looks past sanctions
that have hammered Moscow’s economy, the bloc’s new
leader Donald Tusk warned Thursday.

Leaders at a summit in Brussels also called for the urgent
launch of a huge 315-billion-euro ($380-billion) investment
plan aimed at kick-starting Europe’s economy, although there
were no pledges of hard cash. As the EU agreed new sanc-
tions against Crimea, which was annexed by Russia from
Ukraine in March, former Polish prime minister Tusk used his
first summit as European Council president to take a longer-
term view.

“We must go beyond being reactive and defensive. As
Europeans, we must regain our self-confidence and realize
our own strength,” Tusk told a press conference after the
summit when asked about Russia. “This is maybe not a never-
ending story but we need a long-perspective strategy. It will
need... plans for years, not only for weeks or for months.”

The summit wrapped up after just one evening, a far cry
from often-marathon EU meetings, and a sign of Tusk’s new
style at the helm of the 28-nation bloc.

Tusk’s Russia comments also hinted at a shift in policy,
with EU nations showing little appetite for stronger sanctions
as they eye blowback on their own struggling economies
from the recent collapse of Russia’s currency.

‘Door always open’ 
The EU adopted punitive measures against Moscow for its

backing of rebels in Ukraine following the shooting down of
Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 in July. But the latest set of sanc-
tions, the EU’s first since September, were limited to invest-
ments in Crimea and left Russian businesses and acolytes of
Russian President Vladimir Putin untouched.

Russia’s economy has begun to suffer badly with the run
on the ruble, even as Putin insisted Thursday that it would
recover. European leaders put up a united front on Thursday,
saying that the sanctions could be reversed if Putin changes
course and pro-Kremlin separatists agree to a peace deal
signed in Minsk in September. “The door is always open if
Russia changes its behaviour,” British Prime Minister David
Cameron said after the summit, adding however that there
was a “very clear, unanimous and unified view” at the summit
that sanctions should stay for now.

French President Francois Hollande-who spoke with Putin
and Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko earlier this week-
suggested that the EU could “de-escalate” sanctions if Russia
shifted on the Ukraine conflict, which has claimed more than
4,600 lives. The leaders issued a statement after the summit
saying they were ready to contribute more financial aid to
nearly-bankrupt Ukraine along with the International
Monetary Fund, so long as Kiev introduces political reforms.

Investment plan 
Meanwhile the EU leaders agreed on the need to push

forward European Commission president Jean-Claude
Juncker’s flagship plan to invest in infrastructure and revive
the bloc’s stalling economy.

“We called for the urgent establishment of the strategic
investment program,” Tusk said. The plan counts on seed
money of 21 billion euros leveraged to create 315 billion
euros in eventual investments in huge energy, transport and
technology schemes.

But in spite of Juncker’s call for EU states to put their
hands in their pockets, he said that no specific pledges of
money would be made at the summit. Juncker had a dig at
some leaders who had called the overall package “measly”
and pushed them to contribute.

He added that whatever they give will not be counted as
part of their national budgets, many of which are in breach
of deficit rules that Brussels has tightened up considerably
during the debt crisis. Juncker is set to present new details
on the plan in January and the EU aims to have it up and run-
ning by mid-2015.

German Chancel lor  Angela  Merkel ,  leader  of  the
EU’s biggest economy, said the plan was “welcomed
by all of us” but said work on it must now be “inten-
sive”. — AFP

MOSCOW: A man on crutches walks past a shop window with a poster reading: 90 per cent sale, shop closure, in downtown Moscow yesterday. —  AP
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JOHANNESBURG: For many outsiders, Africa’s big animals are
among the natural wonders of the world and a major tourist
draw. For many Africans, elephants, rhinos and lions - or at least
the bloody trade in their body parts, and the proximity of big,
dangerous critters to their crops, cattle and kin - are part of a
wider “resource curse” that has long afflicted the continent.

Commodities such as oil and minerals - or elephant ivory -
have historically been extracted in Africa in ways that have
enriched a few but failed to spread the prosperity. At its worst,
the curse has fueled colonialism, apartheid and conflict. Framing
wildlife issues in this context may help policy makers find solu-
tions to a poaching crisis, which has seen rhinos and elephants
slaughtered at a record rate. Legalising trade in their horns and
tusk could provide revenue for housing and other social needs
among communities living near wildlife. Similar initiatives in sec-
tors like platinum have been undertaken by black-owned compa-
nies such as Royal Bafokeng Platinum.

But trade in African ivory, for example, has long benefited the
traders, who exploited or terrorised local communities. European
and American demand for ivory for billiard balls reached industri-
al scale in the 19th century, helping to fuel the great power
scramble into Africa. Men such as Tippu Tip, a Zanzibari trader,
made a fortune out of the trade, using slave labor to ferry his
“blood ivory”. King Leopold of Belgium treated the Congo like a
fiefdom.  His officials killed elephants with abandon and confis-
cated tusks from villagers - part of a genocidal campaign to plun-
der natural resources that killed millions of people.

Today, ivory from elephant tusks and horn from rhino still ben-
efit a limited number, including global criminal syndicates, a
point underscored by the arrest this month of 16 people in the
Czech Republic for horn smuggling. The UN has also linked the
ivory trade to terror groups such as the Lord’s Resistance Army,
while a report by conservationists last year found a strong link
between poverty, infant mortality and elephant poaching.

Surge in slaughter 
After the trade in ivory was banned at the end of the 1980s,

poaching declined sharply. It has since been escalating dramati-
cally, driven by consumer demand in China, where ivory is covet-
ed for decorative items and jewelry. Last year was the third con-
secutive year in which at least 20,000 elephants were poached in
Africa, according to the UN-linked Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).

Poaching of rhinos for their horns, used in traditional medicine
in Vietnam and China, has also soared, with South Africa at the
epicenter. According to government data, South Africa had lost
1,020 rhinos in 2014 by the middle of November, compared with
1,004 for all of last year and over triple the 333 poached in 2010.

Based on the average weight of rhino horns, that could repre-
sent 4,000 to 5,000 kgs of the commodity, which conservationists
say is fetching $65,000 a kg on the black market - making it more
valuable than gold or platinum. That works out to a total ranging
from $260 million to $325 million - money that could be used for
development in poor communities such as rural villages in
Mozambique, where many of the poachers killing South Africa’s
rhinos hail from.

Rhino horn can be harvested, because it grows back. South
Africa is considering a proposal to CITES to lift the trade ban on
the commodity, though Environment Minister Edna Molewa
stressed last month that no final decision has been reached yet.

Elsewhere, the wholesale slaying of elephants in regions such
as central Africa is depriving the rural poor of a potential source of
future income in the form of eco-tourism.

Finding ways to generate cash from big animals also has wider
conservation and social imperatives. Poor villagers have to con-
tend with elephants raiding their crops and lions preying on their
livestock or worse. This is another part of the curse that has con-
tributed to African poverty, according to academics such as Jared
Diamond. African animals are especially ornery: the Asian buffalo
has been harnessed to the plough, while Africa’s version is
untamable, putting put the region at an historical disadvantage.
The task facing policy makers and conservationists is to lift the
curse by making big animals an economic boon instead of bur-
den to Africa’s rural poor.  —  Reuters

Dreams and
doubts in Cuba
after US thaw

HAVANA: Stunned by the sudden announcement of
Cuba’s rapprochement with the United States, residents
of Havana on Thursday oscillated between joy and skep-
ticism as they tried figure out what it all means. “I’m still
in shock, stil l  digesting the news,” said Rolando
Rodriguez, a 44-year-old car washer in the capital’s
Vedado district.

“But really I don’t have all the pieces to understand
the puzzle.” Rodriguez said President Raul Castro had
been “very brief” during his solemn speech announcing
the historic news on Wednesday, and the local press
hadn’t offered much in the way of clear explanations.

The dramatic breakthrough in relations between the
Cold War foes came after  Havana released jailed US con-
tractor Alan Gross and a Cuban who spied for
Washington and had been held for 20 years-one of the
most important US agents in Cuba. The United States in
turn released three Cuban spies, and US President Barack
Obama said he had instructed the State Department to
re-examine its designation of Cuba as a state sponsor of
terrorism.

It was a paradigm-changing moment in more than a
half-century of tensions.  Manuel Ramos, a 62-year-old
Cuban-American, is among those who came back to
Cuba in light of reforms that were launched by Raul
Castro after he succeeded his brother Fidel Castro in
2008. In front of the television Wednesday evening,
Ramos admits to shedding a few tears when he finally
heard the news he said he’d been waiting for since his
parents left Cuba 54 years ago to flee the Castro revolu-
tion. Still, like many here, Ramos remains skeptical. 

“Until now, all we have are promises of change. ... It’s
hard to see it clearly.” The simultaneous announcements
of Obama and Raul Castro may have raised the hopes of
many Cubans, but the trade embargo remains in place
and can only be lifted by the US Congress. Still, Obama
said Washington is ready to review trade ties and to re-
open its embassy in communist Cuba, which has been
closed since 1961, two years after Fidel Castro came to
power. ‘Now Obama deserves the Nobel’ 

“A good relationship with the United States will bring
us prosperity. With money from (Americans), the block-
ade will be lifted in three days,” said bicycle-taxi driver
Yordanis Herrera, who works in Havana’s old town.
Electrician Armando Rodriguez, 49, is already dreaming
of “the arrival of thousands of North American business-
es and tourists.”

“Obama ... now he really deserves the Nobel Peace
Prize,” said Rodriguez, who remembers the days before
the revolution. Obama won the prize in 2009 to mixed
reactions from many commentators who wondered if
he’d done enough to merit the honor. Juan del Sol, 52,
who rents the ground floor of his house to an Italian
restaurant, said Cuba could be very important for the
American tourism industry. He wants American tourism
to be freed up but such a measure is suspended until the
embargo is eventually lifted. Silfredo Reyes, owner of the
private restaurant “Abdala” hopes for better supplies for
his business.  “This rapprochement can help Cuba build
the infrastructure which we need to do our work,” he
said, pointing to current difficulties with shortages and
delivery issues.— AFP

Can Africa turn the ‘curse’ of big 
animals into an economic blessing?

TOKYO: A pedestrian is reflected on an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo yesterday. Asian stocks rallied for a
second day yesterday after the Federal Reserve’s reassurance it was in no hurry to hike interest rates. But shares of Sony Corp
dropped as a hacking scandal rocked its American movies unit. — AP 

LONDON: Brent crude oil rose above $60 a barrel yesterday,
recovering from near a 5-1/2-year low as investors squared books
ahead of the year-end festive break after six months of falling
prices. Oil prices were on track for a fourth straight week of
declines after OPEC members last month decided against cutting
production despite a huge global overhang of supply. Brent and
the US crude oil benchmark have almost halved in value since
June and many investors expect further falls unless supply tight-
ens or demand picks up. Brent for February was up $1.10 a barrel
at $60.37 by 0950 GMT. The contract settled down $1.91 on
Thursday, after trading as high as $63.70 a barrel.

US crude was up $1.20 at $55.31. Tamas Varga, oil analyst at

London brokerage PVM Oil Associates, said some investors were
covering short sales and preparing to enter the holidays without
too much exposure after months of volatile trade. “We have some
technical buying and pre-weekend short-covering,” Varga said.
Ken Hasegawa, commodity sales manager at Newedge, agreed:

“Following the long and steep decline in oil prices, we have
seen some buying interest in recent days,” he said. “But there is
still a lot of selling pressure.” Oil companies have been announc-
ing cuts in exploration and capital spending as crude’s price
decline makes projects uneconomical.

Besides the $9 billion in spending cuts already announced,
energy consultancy Wood Mackenzie forecasts that to maintain

their debt levels, oil companies will need to reduce spending next
year by another $170 billion, or 37 percent, from 2014 if Brent
remains around its current level.

At $60 a barrel, only three of the top 40 international oil com-
panies generate sufficient free cash flow to cover spending,
including distribution to shareholders, Wood Mackenzie said. US
oil output is forecast to grow by 800,000 barrels per day (bpd) in
2015, down from 1.6 million bpd this year, Credit Suisse analysts
said in a note.

Saudi Arabia’s powerful oil minister said on Thursday OPEC
could not cut output without the support of other big producers
and attempts to get them on board had not worked.—Reuters

Oil rallies above $60, heads for 4th weekly fall on glut
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BRUSSELS: European Council President Donald Tusk (left) and European Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker arrive for a media confer-
ence after an EU summit in Brussels on Thursday. European Union leaders agreed Thursday to create a strategic investment fund that could
generate up to 315 billion euros ($386 billion dollars) in private- and public-sector money to upgrade infrastructure, jumpstart the EU’s slug-
gish economies and ignite job growth. — AP

NICOSIA: The International Monetary Fund held back 86 million euros
($106 million) in bailout funds for Cyprus yesterday after the island’s par-
liament delayed a vote on foreclosure legislation demanded by lenders.
The money is part of a 10-billion euro package of emergency loans that
eurozone member Cyprus was forced to negotiate to avoid bankruptcy
early last year.

The troika of lenders-the European Central Bank, European
Commission and IMF-have already disbursed several tranches of the pack-
age as the island has kept to the harsh austerity program it had agreed to.
But conservative President Nicos Anastasiades, who has led a minority
government since centre-right coalition partner DIKO quit in February,
failed to get the foreclosures legislation put to a vote on Thursday.
Lawmakers postponed debate on the controversial bill until January 30 in
a move that prompted the IMF to withhold the 86 million euros.

“Critical requirements for the completion of the fifth program review
are now no longer met,” a fund spokesman said. “We support the Cypriot
authorities in their efforts to progress on their ambitious and far-reaching
reform program. We look forward to continued cooperation, and will
agree with the authorities on next steps in the period ahead.”

Finance Minister Harris Georgiades expressed dismay that the bailout

disbursement had been disrupted after nearly two years of painful eco-
nomic adjustment. The “unnecessary and unjustified” delay in approving
the foreclosures legislation had “seriously undermined Cyprus’s credibili-
ty,” he said.

The bill, which would cut the legal process for foreclosing on mort-
gages from years to months, has been deeply controversial ever since it
was demanded by lenders under the terms of its fifth review of the island’s
adjustment program. Due to the delay the sixth review has been post-
poned until January and it may now be further delayed. The latest tranche
amounts to 436 million euros, including the IMF’s 86 million euros. The
European Stability Mechanism approved the disbursement of its 350 mil-
lion euros on December 8.

The lenders say the foreclosures legislation is essential if Cyprus is to
get to grips with its mountain of bad debt. Non-performing loans repre-
sent more than 50 percent of total lending, or 157 percent of the island’s
gross domestic product. Cyprus has already carried out drastic reforms to
its financial sector, winding up its second largest bank and imposing a 47.5
percent haircut on deposits above 100,000 euros at its biggest. It has also
implemented a harsh austerity program that has contributed to the econ-
omy shrinking for 13 straight quarters. — AFP

UK households
to pay $1.6bn 
for backup

power plants
LONDON: British households will pay nearly
1 billion pounds ($1.6 billion) to help guar-
antee the country’s electricity supply in
2018/19, after a government auction deter-
mined who will provide backup power
capacity. Britain is the first country in
Europe to set up a backup capacity market
and governments pushing for renewable
energy production are looking to London to
prove it can work for generators as well as
consumers.

The market is designed to ensure back-
up power is available when intermittent
renewable energy sources fail to produce
electricity. The auction, held by network
operator National Grid, set the price to be
paid to capacity holders at 19.40 pounds
per kilowatt, lower than market experts had
expected.

Deutsche Bank analysts said this could
reduce their earnings forecasts for utilities
SSE and Drax by more than 5 percent as
they had assumed a price of 35 pounds/kW.

Shares in SSE were down 1.7 percent,
while Drax fell 2 percent by 1025 GMT. The
capacity payments are added on to con-
sumers bills and each British household is
expected to pay around 11 pounds more in
2018/19 to pay for the new mechanism. The
affordability of energy bills is a contentious
issue as prices have risen substantially over
past years, partially due to payments for
green energy and social schemes. The
opposition Labor party has promised to
freeze household energy prices if it wins
May’s election. “We are guaranteeing secu-
rity at the lowest cost for consumers,” said
British energy minister Ed Davey. Germany
and France will be watching the auction
outcome closely as they are considering
introducing the same mechanism.

“I would suspect there’s an even greater
degree of confidence now that this is some-
thing that can work,” said Tony Ward, head
of power and utilities at advisory E&Y.

“The auction shows there is appetite
from a whole range of different types of
capacity and that it’s not a mechanism
which is necessarily going to push up the
overall system price.” Some proposed new
power plants missed out in the auction, put-
ting their future in doubt. One of those is
SSE’s Welsh Abernedd plant. SSE said yes-
terday it was now unable to make a final
investment decision to take the project for-
ward. Power generator InterGen also said it
would be unable to sign off on investments
in two new gas-fired power plants after
they failed to secure contracts. The auction
results are subject to verification by
National Grid, due on Jan 2. — Reuters

IMF holds backs $106m
rescue cash for Cyprus

Cypriot parliament delays vote on disclosure bill

MINSK: Belarussians yesterday reacted with panic to the
Russian ruble’s plunge, rushing to buy foreign notes as
they fear a devaluation of their own currency. The run on
t h e  B e l a r u s s i a n  r u b l e  f o r c e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  b a n k  t o
announce a “temporary” tax of 30 percent on all purchas-
e s  o f  f o r e i g n  c u r r e n c y .  T h e  b a n k  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  a l l
exporters to convert half of their foreign revenues into
local currency, while interest rates were raised to encour-
age Belaruss ians to keep their  money in  their  bank
accounts, according to a statement published Friday on
the central bank’s website.

The Belarussian ruble is not officially pegged to the
Russian currency, but the ex-Soviet country’s economy is
heavily dependent on its giant neighbor. Belarussians have
already experienced a dramatic economic crisis in 2011
with a series of devaluations of the currency and galloping
inflation.

Yesterday, several foreign exchange offices were shut
and some people had to queue for two hours to withdraw
cash at banks. The market rate for Belarussian rubles yester-
day morning was 8 percent down on the day before. The
Belarussian stock exchange was closed Friday.

The current panic behaviour “is explained by the loss in
value of the Russian ruble and rumors of an imminent deval-
uation of the Belarussian ruble,” said economist Vladimir
Tarasov. “At the moment, the crisis is only technical: the
banks were not ready to respond to such a demand for for-
eign currency. But in the days to come, it could become a
major financial crisis if Russia does not give it several billion
dollars in aid,” he added. The IMF lent Minsk $3.5 billion in
2009 but refused to give it further support since 2011 as
Belarus refused to implement the liberal reforms and
impose the budgetary cuts it demanded. — AFP

Ruble crisis sparks run on Belarus currency
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TOKYO: The Bank of Japan yesterday
struck a more upbeat view of the world’s
number three economy, saying exports
were showing signs of picking up while
factory output has started to “bottom
out.” The comments came as policymak-
ers wrapped up a two-day meeting
where they held off fresh easing meas-
ures, after announcing in late October a
huge expansion of the BoJ’s asset-buy-
ing program. At a post-meeting press
briefing, bank governor Haruhiko Kuroda
repeated a pledge to do whatever is nec-
essary to achieve the bank’s  2.0 percent
inflation target in 2015, part of a wider
bid to end the deflation that has plagued
the economy for years.

A plunge in crude oil prices is threat-
ening the bank’s target, but cheaper
energy should give the wider economy a
shot in the arm and generate higher
prices, he said. The oil price drop has also
narrowed Japan’s gaping trade deficit
while a sharply weaker yen has been a
plus for exporters. 

“The fall in oil prices has positive
effects on the overall economy,” Kuroda
told reporters. The central bank kept up
its view that Japan was seeing a moder-
ate recovery, in l ine with other
advanced economies including the
United States. “In this situation, exports
have shown signs of picking up,” the BoJ
said earlier in the day. Private consump-
tion remains “resilient” while real-estate
investment has “started to bottom out”,
the bank said, echoing its view of factory
output, which edged up 0.2 percent on-
month in October, beating market
expectations.

“Business sentiment has generally
stayed at a favorable level, although
some cautiousness has been observed,”
it added. Highlighting that caution, the
BoJ’s quarterly Tankan survey this week
showed confidence among major
Japanese manufacturers edged down in
the three months to December.

A separate bank report Thursday
showed firms were holding a record
amount of cash equivalent to almost half
the country’s gross domestic product,
despite calls for more wage hikes and
capital spending. However, Tokyo’s
efforts to stoke the economy, which ini-

tially bore fruit, took a hit after an April
sales tax rise slammed the brakes on
growth as Japan sank into recession dur-
ing the third quarter.

More easing possible 
The decline prompted Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe to delay a second sales tax
rise initially planned for next year and
call snap elections that he easily won on
Sunday. However, Fitch last week placed
Japan’s sovereign credit on Rating Watch
Negative, warning that delaying a sec-
ond tax rise would jeopardize efforts to
shrink one of the world’s heaviest public
debt burdens.

The move came after Moody’s down-
graded Japan’s credit rating, citing “ris-
ing uncertainty” over the debt situation
and Abe’s faltering efforts to kickstart
the economy.

The BoJ’s decision yesterday means it
will keep trying to pump cash into the
banking system at an annual pace of
about 80 trillion yen ($670 billion), a

scheme designed to stimulate the wider
economy.

In October, the bank surprised mar-
kets by announcing it would expand
asset purchases by as much as 20 trillion
yen annually to the current level, send-
ing the yen into freefall. It also slashed its
economic growth forecast by half and
trimmed consumer price expectations as
its much-touted inflation target looked
increasingly out of reach-stoking specu-
lation of further easing measures in
2015.

“Wage growth is set to remain slug-
gish next year and, with households also
likely to be trying to rebuild their sav-
ings, we expect consumer spending to
be subdued,” Capital Economics said in a
note. “This suggests that GDP growth in
2015 will be much weaker than many
expect. Weak demand alongside recent
falls in commodity prices will weigh on
inflation, triggering more easing by the
Bank of Japan, perhaps as early as the
spring.” — AFP

BRUSSELS: Some 1,000 protestors against aus-
terity and a massive EU-US free trade deal sur-
rounded the main European Union buildings in
central Brussels yesterday, snarling rush-hour
traffic as police closed roads. The protest, bring-
ing together farmers on their tractors and vari-
ous environmental groups, was meant to coin-
cide with the second day of an EU leaders sum-
mit but that wrapped up late Thursday instead.

On a normally busy road junction next to the
European Commission’s imposing headquarters
building, the demonstrators burned effigies of
EU leaders watched over by a heavy police con-
tingent, AFP reported. Police cordoned off the
EU quarter in the Schuman district of Brussels,
causing early morning chaos in one of the city’s
busiest areas.

“Merry Christmas and Happy Austerity” read
one banner the protestors put up outside the
new European Council building.

The Belga news agency put the number of
demonstrators at around 1,000 with farmers
bringing in about 30 tractors before setting off
across the city. Washington and Brussels aim to
seal their Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership by end-2015, creating what would
be the world’s largest free trade deal. EU lead-
ers reaffirmed that target at the summit. TTIP is
presented as a major economic boost but
many in Europe fear it will undermine stan-
dards on food and consumer safeguards, while
giving US businesses too much leeway to chal-
lenge EU governments to the disadvantage of
their citizens. — AFP

Anti-austerity, free trade 
protest snarls Brussels

PARANA: Argentina’s President Cristina Fernandez (right) and her Economy Minister Axel
Kicillof attend the 47th Mercosur Summit in Parana, Argentina. — AP

Stars align to boost
modest French
recovery hopes

PARIS: The euro has fallen, oil prices have tumbled, and bor-
rowing rates are at record lows: French President Francois
Hollande has had much of his economic wishlist granted, and
it may just help him kickstart a long-awaited recovery in 2015.
Granted, the short-term lethargy and structural problems in
the euro zone’s second-largest economy mean that it will
remain a major worry for others in the single currency bloc.
But the global context together with new reforms due to kick
in next year are leading some to bet that France can achieve
its 1 percent growth target for next year - modest by many
standards but more than twice the 2014 growth estimate of
0.4 percent. Crude oil prices have nearly halved since June
and the euro, a drop in which has long been sought by
French politicians to help exports, has lost 11 percent since
May. At the same time, Paris is borrowing at its cheapest rates
ever.

“The chances of the government getting the 1 percent
growth it based its budget on have risen quite substantially,”
said Peter Jarrett, head of division responsible for France at
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development. “Now it’s not an unreasonable number, while a
month or six weeks ago I would have said it was optimistic,”
he said. Some at the sharp end of the economy agree. “Three
stars are aligned: the weaker euro, cheap oil and low interest
rates. This should help kickstart economic activity,” Xavier
Beulin, head of France’s FNSEA farm lobby, told Reuters. For
Beulin, the maths are simple: poultry farmers make a loss on
exports to markets such as the Middle East with a euro at
$1.35. But at $1.23, where it is now, they make
money.Agriculture may only be a small part of the economy,
but the fall in oil prices also cuts costs for truck and taxi driv-
ers, whose noisy protests have piled pressure on Hollande’s
government. Economists at France’s INSEE statistics office
estimates that a sustained fall of 20 euros in oil prices could
add as much as 0.5 percentage points to growth in the subse-
quent year if it leads consumers to spend and businesses to
invest.

If oil prices remain at early December levels throughout
2015 French industry could expect a 3.4 billion euro windfall
compared with 2013, said Denis Ferrand, managing director
of economic institute COE-Rexecode. Competition in the
refining sector means the chunk of the drop in crude prices
being passed on to industry and consumers has risen to 80
percent in France in the last year compared with 60-70 per-
cent in previous years. While energy imports are limited by
France’s nuclear production, firms remain sensitive to oil
prices as they use a lot of power: in 2012, France needed
142.9 kilos of oil equivalent to produce 1,000 euros of GDP,
compared with 129.2 kg for Germany and 105.1 kg for Britain,
Eurostat says. Excluding energy prices, French core inflation
contracted for the first time on record in November and while
in the long run this raises deflation fears, some of the coun-
try’s cash-strapped businesses have started feeling short-
term benefits. A majority of company treasurers cited a posi-
tive impact of raw material prices on cash levels last month, a
COE-Rexecode survey showed - the first time this has hap-
pened since the question was first asked in the monthly sur-
vey two years ago.—Reuters

BoJ strikes more upbeat 
view on ailing economy

Exports pick up, factory starts to bottom out

TOKYO: The Bank of Japan (BoJ) governor Haruhiko Kuroda answers a question
during his regular press briefing following the bank’s two-day policy meeting in
Tokyo yesterday. — AFP
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BEIJING: China revised up the size of its economy in 2013 but
sees that having little effect on economic growth this year, amid
expectations that Beijing may roll out more stimulus to support
the slowing economy. Gross domestic product was up 3.4 per-
cent to an estimated 58.8 trillion yuan ($9.5 trillion) in 2013, the
National Bureau of Statistics said yesterday, following a new eco-
nomic census.

That marks a rise of 1.9 trillion yuan, or $305 billion, in the size
of the Chinese economy that year, slightly below the entire gross
domestic product of Malaysia during the same period, according
to World Bank statistics.

The upward revision of GDP, which reflected greater contribu-
tion from the services sector that may create more jobs as facto-
ries struggle, will do little to ease pressures on the government to
support the slowing economy, analysts say. “The economy still
faces downward pressure and the government is likely to lower
its growth target for 2015,” said Tang Jianwei, an economist at
Bank of Communications who expected the government to main-
tain policy stimulus next year.

Services accounted for 46.9 percent of 2013 GDP, up from an
initial estimate of 46.1 percent, while the secondary sector -
which includes manufacturing and construction - accounted for
43.7 pct of GDP, down from 43.9 pct.

The third economic census, which was published earlier this
week, showed that the services sector had expanded at a faster
clip than the manufacturing sector between 2009 and 2013.

The statistics bureau said it was still revising the historical GDP
data series, which could show revised economic growth for 2013
and previous years.

“The revision of 2013 GDP could affect the size of 2014 GDP
but will basically not affect GDP growth for 2014,” the bureau said
in a statement. Some analysts had previously expected the GDP
revision to make it easier for the government to meet its growth
target of around 7.5 percent in 2014.

The past two censuses led to a 16.8 percent revision to 2004
GDP size and a 4.4 percent increase in 2008. China’s economic
growth weakened to 7.3 percent in the third quarter, and
November’s soft factory and investment figures suggest full-year
growth will miss Beijing’s 7.5 percent target and mark the weak-
est expansion in 24 years.

Economists who advise the government have recommended
that China lower its growth target to around 7 percent in 2015.
The bureau did not say whether it had added research and devel-
opment (R&D) spending into GDP or revised the way it calculates
the value of “housing services”.

“If they had chosen the new methodology, the final revised
numbers would have been significantly higher, Angela Beibei
Bao, China analyst at Rhodium Group in New York.

R&D spending, which is around 2 percent of GDP, is classified
as a business cost, not investment, in China. China has been try-
ing to improve its statistical system amid widespread skepticism
about the reliability of its data. — Reuters

LONDON: Gold steadied yesterday, struggling to rise
above the $1,200 an ounce mark as the dollar firmed
and investor appetite for risk increased on expectations
of rising US interest rates. Spot gold was unchanged at
$1,197.30 an ounce by 1040 GMT. The metal was head-
ing for a 2 percent weekly fall after two weeks of gains.

US gold for delivery in February gained 0.2 percent
to $1,197.30 an ounce. The Fed, after wrapping up a
two-day meeting on Wednesday, signalled it was on
track to increase rates next year but said it was taking a
patient stance, allowing gold to keep losses in check.
Higher interest rates would hurt non-interest-bearing
bullion, which had been boosted by central bank liq-
uidity and a low interest rate environment in the years
following the 2008 financial crisis.

“Right now, the market is struggling to move away
from $1,200... the fact that we made a move below
$1,189 after the FOMC and no stops were triggered
could indicate that there is not a great deal of selling at
this stage but at the same time I don’t think we have
much upside above $1,225,” Saxo Bank senior manager
Ole Hansen said.

“The market is evenly positioned at the moment
and that leaves it open to react to news as it comes
heading into January.” Fed’s no-rush stance to with-
draw stimulus from the US economy sent European
shares up, after Asian stocks enjoyed their best day in
15 months and Wall Street boasted its biggest two-day
advance since late 2011. The dollar rose 0.1 percent
versus a basket of leading currencies, while the safe-

haven yen fell on expectations of further stimulus next
year to bolster Japanese inflation.  Benchmark Brent
crude oil futures rose almost 2 percent. Gold is usually
seen as a hedge against oil-led inflation.

In India, gold importers are offering a discount of $2
an ounce versus London prices for the first time in
almost five months due to excess market supply.

Importers generally charge a premium over London
prices but demand in the world’s second-biggest gold
consumer is expected to fall sharply this month after
shipments surged in the past three months. Among
other precious metals, silver rose 0.5 percent to $15.93
an ounce. Platinum was unchanged at $1,197.60 an
ounce and palladium lost 0.3 percent at $786.00 an
ounce. — Reuters

Gold below $1,200/oz on dollar

China revises up size 
of 2013 economy

Govt says revision won’t affect 2014 economic growth

CHICAGO: Lian Weiliang, Chinese Deputy Director of the National Development and Reform Commission, is seen speaking at a
news conference in Chicago yesterday at the close of the US-China Joint Commission on Commerce and Trade meeting, which
was held in Chicago this week. — AP

Nigeria toughens
currency trading
curbs to halt fall

LAGOS: Nigeria’s central bank yesterday announced new meas-
ures to curb currency speculation as part of an effort to defend
the naira which has been hit hard by the collapse in global oil
prices. Customers who purchase foreign currency through the
interbank market or an authorized trader must use the funds
within 48-hours, said a statement issued by the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN). “Failing (this), such funds must be returned to the
CBN for re-purchase at the Bank’s buying rate,” it said, warning
that sanctions would be imposed on those who fail to comply.
The measure targets speculators who seek profit by buying up
foreign currency in hopes that the naira will continue to fall.

Nigeria, Africa’s largest oil producer, depends on crude
exports for 70 percent of government revenue and some 90 per-
cent of its foreign exchange earnings. The government has said
that plummeting crude prices have put huge strain on revenue
and have announced a series of measures to respond to the crisis.
Last month the CBN devalued the naira by eight percent, conced-
ing that defending the currency had put unsustainable strain on
dwindling government revenue.

The CBN had devalued its currency late November to a new
target rate of 168 naira to the dollar. But the currency’s street val-
ue was much weaker than that, with a dollar fetching more than
180 nairas. President Goodluck Jonathan warned Tuesday that
Nigeria could be forced to cut further the amount of oil revenue it
uses for government spending if the global crude price contin-
ued to plummet. Abuja sets a so-called benchmark oil price,
which has been slashed to $65 from $78 earlier this year. Revenue
from oil exports up to that price go into general government
spending. US benchmark West Texas Intermediate (WTI) for
January delivery was trading at $54.84 yesterday, while deals for
Brent crude for February were done at $59.59. — AFP

Trade between China,
Mozambique nears $3bn

MAPUTO: Trade between China and Mozambique increased
to nearly $3 billion this year, said China’s ambassador. Trade
between the world’s second largest economy and the poor
southern African nation rose from $1.64 billion in 2013 to
$2.94 billion between January and October 2014, said
ambassador Li Chunhua. Cooperation had expanded from
traditional sectors such as infrastructure development and
agriculture to include manufacturing and tourism, he said. Li
spoke Wednesday evening in the capital Maputo at a photo-
graphic exhibition.

“The Chinese government is willing to make an effort to
promote cooperation in various areas,” said Li. China is
Mozambique’s third largest trading partner, after South
Africa and the European Union, according to the ambassa-
dor. The two countries have worked together since 1975,
when Mozambique gained independence from Portugal.

Natural gas discoveries and increased mining for minerals
such as coal, have boosted the historically impoverished
country’s economy, according to the World Bank.—AP
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LONDON: Defending the ruble has cost Russia around $80
billion this year, and depending on who’s doing the calcu-
lations, its usable hard currency reserves are now either
starting to run low, or at a healthy $400 billion-plus.

While Russia has only slowed the ruble’s slide, it looks all
right by any yardstick of whether its reserves are adequate.
According to official data on Thursday, its foreign currency
and gold reserves were $414.6 billion in the latest week.
While down from $509.6 billion at the end of last year, the
latest total would still cover more than a year of Russian
imports, far above the three month level generally consid-
ered to be the safe minimum. The other leading measure
requires reserves at least to equal a country’s external debt
payments for the coming year;  Russia has four times that.

Russia’s currency has lost about 45 percent against the
dollar this year due to diving prices for oil, Russia’s main
export, and Western sanctions imposed over the Ukraine
crisis. But, since floating the ruble last month, the central
bank has intervened on the currency market in only rela-
tively small amounts. Instead it has tried to slow the slide
by raising interest rates by 7.5 percentage points in two
takes, even though the economy has already been crushed
by the sanctions and oil collapse.

Doomsayers attribute this shift to a desire to conserve
what, on closer examination, may be pretty sparse reserves.
Anders Aslund, a senior fellow at the Peterson Institute in
Washington DC, is one of those who say the official head-
line reserves figure is deceptive. That’s because it includes
two “rainy-day” funds built up over the years, which strictly
speaking should not form part of reserves, he says.

Aslund wrote this week in the Financial Times that strip-
ping out the two funds with combined assets of $172 bil-
lion, plus gold worth $45 billion and $12 billion in IMF
drawing rights, would leave Russia with usable, or liquid
reserves of around $200 billion. After accounting for
Russia’s current account surplus, which makes hard curren-
cy funds available for repaying foreign debts, the country
would still have to delve rapidly into the reserves to meet
its obligations.

“In each of 2015 and 2016, Russia has net external debt
payments equal to $100 billion after subtracting its current
account surplus. In other words Russia’s liquid reserves
would be finished after two years,” Aslund said. “The cen-
tral bank appears helpless because it is.”

President Vladimir Putin told a news conference on
Thursday that the $415 billion worth of reserves was
enough to cope with any crisis but would not be spent
“thoughtlessly”.

Officials are wary of spending the reserves too fast as
the country is forecast to go into recession next year.
Without doubt, the situation is far bleaker than 2008-2009
when reserves were $600 billion - well in excess of total
external debt, private and public. Since then, a borrowing
binge by companies has worsened the reserves-to-debt
ratio. Banks in particular - faced with weak earnings, shrink-
ing deposits and hard currency debts - may need more
central bank help, analysts at BNP Paribas said, estimating
that the equivalent of $72 billion had already been dis-
bursed this year. A draft law aims to allocate an extra tril-
lion rubles ($17 billion) to support the banking sector.

Many would argue there is nothing wrong with that,
because the rainy day money is meant for hard times such
as now, when oil prices are low and companies cannot
raise global capital.

More importantly, disbursing cash to the private sector
from one of the two wealth funds will not entail a drop in
reserves, said Citi strategist Ivan Tchakarov. The central
bank holds the rainy day funds, usually in dollar assets, on
behalf of the government. If the finance ministry wants to
raid them to help a bank, the fund sells the dollars to the
central bank in exchange for rubles.

“The overall reserves remain unchanged as what the
(fund) is losing is gained by the central bank (CBR). The rou-
bles that the CBR prints to buy the dollars are then used by
the finance ministry to lend roubles to bank X,” Tchakarov
explained. Printing currency is inflationary for the econo-
my, Tchakarov admitted, but from a reserves point of view
“there will be no change and Russian foreign reserves will
remain as they were”.— Reuters

Arguing over
Russian reserves:

$400bn or half that?

SHANGHAI: In Blagoveshchensk on Russia’s side of the Chinese bor-
der, Mou Jiani has turned her home into a warehouse, stocking up on
Apple Inc iPhones, handbags and milk powder to sell back home as
Chinese shoppers take advantage of the ruble’s slide. Chinese workers
and overseas students in Russia have been snapping up goods at low
prices caused by the steep fall in Russian ruble rates before brands
can adjust them. These shopping “agents”, knows as “daigou”, stock-
pile the products before selling them at a profit to buyers back home.
“In the last few weeks more people have contacted me on messaging
apps Weibo and WeChat than I have time to reply to,” said Mou, a
trading company worker, who acts as a daigou in her spare time.

The most popular items include smart phones, shoes, handbags
and watches, she said. Shoppers usually pay using Alibaba’s Alipay
system on her personal Taobao website, after which she ships the
products back to China. Her website received over 3,000 visits on
Thursday, a sharp rise from previous levels, she said.

Firms have moved to hike prices or even halt sales, but nifty shop-
pers have still been able to buy up products on the cheap. A Louis
Vuitton bag in Russia cost just over half the Chinese price on
Wednesday, one daigou said. These shopping agents are not new for
Chinese shoppers, who often look abroad to buy luxury items to
bypass steep import taxes at home. However, posts on China’s
Twitter-like Weibo asking about “Russian Daigou” soared this month
to close to ten thousand from a couple of hundred each month
before. “I hear buying luxury goods is as cheap as buying cabbage,”
one Weibo user wrote online on Thursday.

“Raking in thousands”
Other agents said Chinese shopper numbers started to spike after

the ruble fell 11 percent against the dollar on Tuesday.  It is down

around 45 percent this year. Walking around Moscow’s upmarket
GUM department store on Red Square, a Chinese student who wrote
her name as Chzhen Khuey, 24, said buying goods in Russia for stores
in China was a lucrative business.

“Chinese stores put money on your debit card and you use the
card to make purchases here; clothes, handbags, whatever. Famous
brands are very cheap now.”

But a saleswoman at a Bulgari store nearby said almost all of her
buyers had been Russians, and locals have rushed to buy cars, elec-
tronic goods and designer clothes. The retail opportunity has also tak-
en off in Kazakhstan, bordering Russia to the south. “The turnover of
goods with Kazakhstan has soared,” said Ivan Gorbachev, a 28-year-
old manager at Russian trade and logistics company Sibir ImpEx in the
southern city of Novosibirsk. “They (Kazakhs) are stocking up to fill
their own warehouses,” he told Reuters by telephone.

Chinese consumers, meanwhile, have been quick to respond,
although some remain wary of fakes and fluctuating prices. “I have
concerns about the risks because I usually buy from the United States
or Japan. I’m worried about fake things, but if prices are much cheap-
er than here then I will buy,” said Shanghai-based student Liu Kiko.
Consumers like Liu may have to act quickly as firms look to hike prices
or pull sales. Apple said this week it had taken down its online store in
Russia due to extreme fluctuations in the value of the ruble.

“There’s really just a small window to manipulate the drop,” said
Ben Cavender, Shanghai-based principal at China Market Research
Group. Where price gaps emerge, however, Chinese daigou said they
could make sizeable profits. One daigou, surnamed Pan, who is study-
ing in Moscow, said he had started selling luxury products like watch-
es and jewelry in the last few days. “It’s not a pipe dream to rake in
thousands (of dollars) in just one night,” he said.  — Reuters 

Chinese shopping ‘agents’ 
cash in on ruble plunge

China traders pounce on wild swings in ruble

MOSCOW: A sign of a currency exchange office is placed outside an advertising poster in Moscow yesterday. — AP

BERLIN: Consumer confidence in Germany saw a boost in
December as shoppers hit the stores for Christmas and looked
ahead to the new year with optimism, a poll found yesterday.

After stabilising in November following several months of
decline, “consumer sentiment showed solid development in
December,” market research company GfK said in a statement.

“The consumer climate is continuing its upward trend.”
Looking ahead to 2015, GfK’s headline household confidence
index was forecast to rise to 9.0 points in January from 8.7
points in November. “Consumers apparently now assume that
the period of economic weakness in Germany will pass and the
domestic economy wil l  return to growth in the coming

months,” it said in a statement. 
The GfK reading is based on responses from about 2,000

households regarding their expectations about pay and the econ-
omy as a whole in the coming months, as well as their willingness
to spend money. Sentiment in Europe’s top economy has stabi-
lized recently, as concerns about the impact on investment of the
crises in Ukraine and the Middle East have subsided.

On Thursday, the widely-watched Ifo business climate index
showed solid gains in December after rising for the first time in
seven months in November. The HDE retail association has fore-
cast total sales from the Christmas season of 85.5 billion euros
($105.0 billion), up 1.2 percent from last year. — AFP

German consumer confidence 
grows at year-end: Survey
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A man dressed as
Santa Claus poses for
photographers with
king penguins at the
Marineland animal
exhibition park in
Antibes, southeast-
ern France, yester-
day.— AP
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Aishwarya Rai
Bachchan to make

comeback with ‘Jazbaa’

Former Miss World and popular Bollywood actress
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan will make her comeback with
“Jazbaa.” Rai Bachchan’s last release was 2010’s

“Guzaarish,” after which she took time out to have a child.
“Jazbaa” is a contemporary thriller set in modern-day
Mumbai. Its main three protagonists are a lawyer, a suspend-
ed cop and a schoolteacher to be played by Rai Bachchan,

Irrfan Khan (“Jurassic
World”) and Shabana
Azmi (“The Black Prince”),
respectively. Sanjay
Gupta (“Shootout at
Wadala”) will direct and
co-produce.

“I  chose Aishwarya
because India is a com-
pletely male-driven soci-
ety and so is its cinema.
The lead protagonist in
my film is a woman, and
therefore it was impera-
tive that I cast someone
with the right histrionic
capabilities as well as
strong shoulders to carry
the film. The fact that this
will be the first film in

nearly five years with which she returns to the cinema
screens is an added bonus,” Gupta told Variety. The film
begins shooting in mid-January, and a first look will be
revealed at Cannes, where Rai Bachchan is a regular on the
red carpet as the face of global brands. She also served on
the Cannes jury in 2003. A worldwide release is planned for
August or September.

“Jazbaa” is the first in a multifilm deal to produce main-
stream commercial Hindi-language titles between Gupta’s
White Feather Films and India’s Essel Vision Productions, the
studio wing of Zee Entertainment Enterprises, a behemoth
television conglomerate that also has a strong presence in
the Marathi- and Bengali-language film industries. — Reuters

Writer-director Damien Chazelle is only
29, but he is already living his dream of
the Hollywood big-time. His second

feature “Whiplash”-about the stormy relation-
ship between a bullying teacher and his jazz
drumming student-swept up trophies at
Sundance, Deauville and elsewhere, and is
tipped for glory in Tinseltown’s looming awards
season. It won a nomination for best supporting
actor for J.K. Simmons at the Golden Globes,
which take place next month.

Chazelle told AFP about his adventures mak-
ing the film, winning awards and schmoozing
everyone up to and including the Oscar-
bestowing Academy of Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences.

Q: How is the Oscars and awards season
campaign going? 

A: “The path really began in Sundance near-
ly a year ago (the film won two prizes there). We
made the film in six months, from preparation
to post-production (with filming done in a
super-fast 19 days). So we spent more time talk-
ing about it than actually making it! I am work-
ing with Sony Pictures, they are people who
really know how to make this kind of film work.
And now, from December to January, it’s
(Hollywood) awards season. It’s important to
meet members of the Academy at special
screenings, question and answer sessions. But if
people don’t like your film, you can’t do any-
thing!”

Q. What do you think of Sony Picture’s
decision to cancel the release of “The
Interview”?

A: “They didn’t have any choice. But it’s dan-
gerous that this can change the prospects for a
film. It can lead to some degree of self-censor-
ship by filmmakers. If there is something good

to come out of it, it’s maybe that (studios) will
understand that they need more computer
security, which is more important than people
thought.”

Q: Can you talk about your next film, “La
La Land,” about Los Angeles?

A: “It’s a musical comedy with Miles Teller-
who has the main role in ‘Whiplash.’ I tried for a
long time to persuade people to make this film,
since 2010, and now it’s going to be made
thanks to ‘Whiplash.’ When I was at university I
made a musical comedy as my end-of-course
thesis, and I wanted to make another one. For
me, to make a real musical comedy here in
Hollywood is a dream.”

“It takes place in Los Angeles. It’s two artists
who are trying to find their way and who fall in
love. As in ‘Whiplash,’ it’s a story about the diffi-
culty of finding a balance between life and art.
It’s very personal. In ‘Whiplash’ there was a lot
of me and my own experiences. It’s the same
thing in ‘La La Land.’ I am very nostalgic for the
golden age of cinema and musical comedies-
Jacques Demy, Ginger Rogers, Fred Astaire,
Gene Kelly... It was the last generation who
danced to jazz, just before rock. The 1930s to
the 1960s is an era which means a lot to me, not
only cinematically but musically.”

Q: Did your father, a scientist, understand
your artistic dreams more than those of the
character in “Whiplash”?

A: “I was lucky to have a very encouraging
family, who understand what I wanted to do.
Well, they didn’t really have a choice because I
knew when I was very young that I wanted to
make films, as soon as I saw my first movie. My
father is a mathematician, but he’s also a big fan
of jazz and blues. For him, America is the land of
music.” — AFP

Young Oscar-tipped director’s
Hollywood dream comes true

Photo shows US film director
Damien Chazelle, 29, posing
for a photocall for the film
“Whiplash”. — AFP

Hollywood loves its overseas villains. Evil forces from
Russia, China and North Korea have tirelessly menaced
our big-screen heroes in recent years. But, in the wake

of the dramatic cancellation of “The Interview,” an entire
species of movie baddies might be in danger of extinction.
One film already bit the dust. “Pyongyang,” an adaption of a
graphic novel set in North Korea, was given the ax Wednesday
after distributor Fox abandoned the project and producer New
Regency was forced to shutter any plans. Director Gore
Verbinski (“Pirates of the Caribbean”) had imagined the proj-
ect about an animator who goes to North Korea for work and
is accused of espionage as a starring vehicle for Steve Carell.

“I find it ironic that fear is eliminating the possibility to tell
stories that depict our ability to overcome fear,” Verbinski said
in a statement to trade website Deadline. While it’s possible
that another company could pick up the rights, it’s just as like-
ly that “Pyongyang” might never make it to the big screen.
Neither Fox nor New Regency responded to requests for com-
ment, but Verbinski said that the decision was directly related
to the Sony fallout.

The big question is whether or not more films, or even
ideas, will be dead on arrival, borne out of a fear that a threat
could jeopardize an entire release. Seth Rogen knew he was
being provocative with “The Interview’s” depiction of Kim
Jong Un, but was quick to point out that “it’s just a movie.” For
creative types, it’s a dangerous precedent. “Are we now living
in a world where we’re not allowed to say that these are bad
people?” asked director Judd Apatow in an interview with the

Los Angeles Times. “Are we not allowed to make a movie
where ISIS is the bad guy now? That’s been happening since
Charlie Chaplin made ‘The (Great) Dictator.’ 

There’s so much political correctness that there (are) almost
no villains left. ... Comedians attack power and corruption and
things that feel wrong.” But everyone knows creativity isn’t the

sole force behind what eventually makes it to the multiplex.
Business interests reign supreme. As foreign box office
becomes more and more important for the bottom line, stu-
dios have been forced to take a microscope to all elements of
storytelling to ensure they’re not ostracizing a potential rev-
enue source. North Korea was supposed to be the “safe” vil-
lain, too.

Pantomime villain
In 2011, the filmmakers behind the “Red Dawn” remake

even changed the film’s aggressors from Chinese to North
Koreans in post-production so as not to negatively impact
grosses from China, which has since become the world’s
largest film market outside of the US. From “Die Another Day”
to “Salt” and “Olympus Has Fallen,” North Koreans have
become the default go-to baddies for silly action flicks that
don’t want to offend China, Russia, or anyone else who might
think of seeing their movies.

“North Korea was seen as a make-believe rogue nation - its
own mythology only helped them to become this - that could
be so easily made into a pantomime villain,” said Simon
Fowler, a blogger and film critic who studies depictions of
North Korea in film. “But as they’re just starting to show their
teeth, they are becoming a lot less comical.” What happens
now is still very uncertain. While North Korea might just
become comedy’s biggest target, studios with more expensive
properties - none of whom would comment for this article -
will probably have to play it safe. — AP

‘The Interview’ jeopardizes
overseas movie villains

This film image released by Film District shows Jeffrey
Dean Morgan, left, and Chris Hemsworth in a scene from
the film, “Red Dawn.” — AP
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Smashing Pumpkins’
Corgan looks

ahead, not back

The Smashing Pumpkins are dead. Long live the
Smashing Pumpkins. It’s fair to say lead singer Billy
Corgan has an ambivalent relationship with his band -

as well as with the music industry, the media, fellow musi-
cians and his fans. “People say, ‘Are you going to break up the
band?’” Corgan said backstage before a recent London show.
“What band is there to break up? There is no band.”

Corgan may be the Pumpkins’ only remaining original
member, but the non-band has just released its eighth studio
album, “Monuments to an Elegy.” A slice of grungy pop-rock
featuring guitarist Jeff Schroeder, who joined the Pumpkins
in 2007, and Motley Crue drummer Tommy Lee, it’s received
good reviews - though not good enough for Corgan. “There’s
no way this is a three-out-of five record,” he said, grumbling
about one newspaper’s assessment.

You might think that sounds a bit thin-skinned for the
man behind two best-selling 1990s albums - “Siamese
Dream” and “Mellon Collie and the Infinite Sadness” - now
regarded as classics. But Corgan is not the type to rest on his
laurels. He says he abhors nostalgia, and turned down good
money to do a retro “Siamese Dream” tour. “I know exactly
where that goes,” he said. “That’s Vegas.” Corgan is an icon of
‘90s American indie rock, perhaps second only to his late
friend Kurt Cobain.

In the decades since, Corgan has revealed a willingness to
speak his mind on everything from politics to astrology and a
knack for nursing a grudge. He has had a public spat with
Cobain’s widow, Courtney Love, and recently berated
Anderson Cooper after the CNN host poked fun at Corgan’s
cat-cuddling cover shoot for Paws Chicago magazine.
Swaddled in a sweater and scarf backstage at a London club,
47-year-old Corgan is sensitive to the cold - and to criticism. He
is alternately confident and insecure of his place in music histo-
ry, which makes him both prickly and refreshingly honest.

Best reaction
“Imagine if every week of your life for the rest of your life

somebody’d be walking down the street going ‘Here’s a pic-
ture of you when you were 18. Didn’t you have a better hair-
style then? Look at this T-shirt you were wearing. Don’t you
want to wear that T-shirt again?’ That’s what it’s like,” he said.
“It’s a mirrored paradigm which you cannot escape. And if
you complain, which I have, you’re not grateful.” He’s had his
ups and downs, but feels with the new record that he’s
regaining his musical mojo.

“This is the best reaction I’ve had on an album, up off the
street, in 20 years,” Corgan said. He says creativity is a funny
thing. “When you have it, it feels like a font that just flows
through you, and everything gets real easy. And then one day
it sort of slows down or it stops and you tell yourself, ‘I’m just
having a bad day or a bad month.’ And then next thing you
know, people start doubting you, you don’t have that magic
touch. And then you start doubting yourself.” Corgan plans to
release a companion album to “Monuments to an Elegy,” -
titled “Day For Night” - in late 2015. He says he has finally
embraced the philosophy of Popeye: “I yam what I yam.” “I
wish I had Robert Plant’s voice, or Robert Smith’s voice,” he
said. “I got this one, OK, so go with it. But you have to go
through all that to come out the other side, to find strength
and power in it.” — AP

Smashing
Pumpkins 

frontman Billy
Corgan poses for a

portrait in 
promotion of

the band’s new
album

“Monuments To
An Elegy” in New

York. —AP

Revelers dance at the ‘Morning Gloryville’ dance party in east London. — AFP photos

At dawn before commuting to his
job in London’s business district
Canary Wharf,  26-year-old

Nathaniel Hone joins hundreds of revelers
at a dance party fuelled only by coffee and
smoothies. At 6:15 am in trendy Bethnal
Green, where art galleries prevail over the
franchises common elsewhere in the capi-
tal, the dark streets are almost deserted
under the drizzle on a recent visit. At the
end of an alleyway lined with graffiti of
wide-eyed owls runs the Regent’s Canal,
overlooked by the metal skeleton of an old
gasworks, shaped like an amphitheatre.

A line of morning revelers is waiting
patiently at the entrance of the Oval
Space, a 560 square meter (6,000 square
foot) venue with the feel of an old ware-
house. Welcome to “Morning Gloryville”:
an alcohol-free disco held before party-
goers head to work. “Morning Gloryville
started a year and a half ago. We only had
about twenty-six people at the first event,”
said co-founder Samantha Moyo, 26. “Now
we’re attracting a thousand people per
event, and we’re in 16 cities all over the
world,” including Bangalore, New York,
Paris and Tokyo. Babies and children can
“rave” for free - provided the infants wear
earmuffs against the pulsing club music.
Moyo describes it as “basically partying
without drink and drugs.” Instead of beer
or cocktails, those who attend can avail of
a bar offering smoothies such as the
“Incredible Hulk”, a green concoction
made of apple, banana, lemon, spinach
and spirulina-an algae touted as a nutri-
tious dietary supplement.

Fancy dress 
DJ Miles Metric, wearing a skin tight

hot pink outfit, is behind his turntables as
the dancers begin to arrive. Some are
dressed in pyjamas, while others are in col-
orful outfits, carnival fashion or in fancy
dress as tigers, bears and horses. One
group of young people, probably more

attracted to the health and fitness aspect
of the event, wear sneakers, shorts and
tank tops. “Good morning! Are you ready?”
one of the organizers shouts into the
microphone. “Yes!” reply a hundred enthu-
siastic voices, quickly drowned out by the
blaring music. Kaye, 35, wearing gold

sequinned pants, neon pink shoes and
rainbow butterfly wings on her back,
admitted it was hard to get up at 6:00am.
“Everybody’s wearing fancy dress, it’s col-
orful, we’re having coffee, smoothies,
we’re having a good time,” Kaye said. “It
made my day better already.” —AFP

Fuelled by coffee, 
Londoners hit morning 

disco before work

Revelers dance at the ‘Morning Gloryville’ disco (above and below).
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Vancouver is consistently ranked as one of the world’s most liv-
able cities. The city offers diverse ethnic neighborhoods, old
and new, and lots of options for shopping and dining. But

many of the west coast Canadian port city’s most beautiful attractions
are free. Public art dots the urban landscape and there are miles of
beaches and forested walks readily accessible by transit bus or train.

Stanley Park
One of the world’s largest urban parks, Stanley Park is named for

the British lord for who gave his name the National Hockey League’s
Stanley Cup.

Stroll along the English Bay sea wall from the trendy West End
neighborhood, under the Lions Gate suspension bridge, and watch
freighters and cruise ships passing beneath with mountains as a back-
drop. Or cut through the park’s forested center and meander along
fern-lined paths as old-growth rain forest cedars tower above, cutting
past Beaver Lake as herons fly overhead. At Brockton Point, majestic
west coast aboriginal totem poles rise among the trees. Not far away
is a children’s water park at harbor’s edge. The park, Vancouver’s gem,
also boasts rose and rhododendron gardens with some 8,000 plants.

Granville Island
A favorite with locals and visitors alike, bustling Granville Island

rests on the south shore of False Creek with views of downtown,
English Bay and 2010 Winter Olympics venues.

Its center is the Granville Island Public Market, several buildings of
hawkers, artists and a tantalizing selection of food from meat and
vegetables, to chocolate and bagels bound to stop any dieter in their
tracks. A vast outdoor deck looks onto False Creek where visitors feed

seagulls and enjoy performance artists.
The island’s Rail spur Alley is home to a wide array of artisans,

glassblowers and craft shops. It’s also just a good place to sit back and
watch the world pass by over coffee - and remember, drinking coffee
here is a sport.

Dr Sun Yat-Sen Park
Visitors can relax in a pagoda at the edge of a lily pad-filled pond,

where a turtle might poke its head above the water as giant carp
swim idly by in the dark green waters. Filled with stonework and
bamboo-lined trails, the garden rests behind moss-covered, tile-
topped Chinese walls amid the bustle of downtown Vancouver. Yet it
remains an oasis of peace in the eye of the urban storm.

Across the street is the Rennie Gallery at Win Sang boasting a col-
lection of contemporary art. Tours are free by appointment. Parts of
the collection are regularly on loan to New York’s Guggenheim and
Metropolitan museums, the Pompidou in Paris, Smithsonian in
Washington and Tate in London. Nearby is Vancouver’s Chinatown,
small compared to others but an interesting melange of sights, smells
and sounds.

Gastown
Gastown is the heart of old Vancouver. With evocative street

names like Gaoler’s Mews and Blood Alley, Gastown revolves around
the statue of “Gassy” Jack Deighton, a colorful rogue credited with
being one of Vancouver’s pioneers. Stroll down the tree-lined, cob-
bled sidewalks of Water Street from Waterfront Station and enjoy
buskers, pop into a west coast aboriginal art gallery.

But take care if you wander two blocks south to the heart of

Vancouver’s skid row at Main and Hastings. There’s an ornate library
endowed by philanthropist Andrew Carnegie as well as an open
street drug market.

Macmillan space centre
Explore the mysteries of the night sky at Vancouver’s H.R.

MacMillan Space Centre on Vanier Point in the Kitsilano neighbor-
hood. The facility’s Gordon Southam Observatory features a half-
meter (1.6-foot) Cassegrain telescope. The observatory dome, 10
meters (33 feet) in diameter, was built in 1979 and is open to the pub-
lic Saturdays 8 pm -midnight. — AP

5 free things in Vancouver,
from parks to Gastown 

This undated image shows strollers on Vancouver’s Stanley Park seawall in British Columbia,
Canada, as they pass Siwash Rock while looking out onto English Bay. — AP photos

This undated photo provided by Tourism Vancouver shows visitors framed in an archway at
Dr Sun Yat-Sen Classical Chinese Park in Vancouver.

People examining produce at a stall at the Granville Island Public Market in Vancouve. A street scene from Gastown, a neighborhood in Vancouver.

The facility’s Gordon Southam Observatory.
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In this Nov 28, 2011 file photo, a boy jumps into the water at the Malecon in Havana.

Don’t rush to book that flight to Cuba just yet. While the
US plans to restore diplomatic ties with the Caribbean
island nation, globe-trotting tourists won’t be able to

hop on a plane to Havana anytime soon. It remains illegal for
most US citizens to travel to - and spend money in - Cuba.
Congress would first have to lift its half-century old trade
embargo.

Still, travel companies are salivating at the chance to set up
shop in Cuba. Delta Air Lines, JetBlue Airways, Hilton
Worldwide, Marriott International and the Carnival Corp. all
expressed interest this week. With the renewed interest in
Cuba, here are some answers to the most popular travel ques-
tions.

Q: Can US citizens vacation in Cuba?
A: Probably not. The president’s announcement doesn’t

open the door to most American travelers.

Q: Who can visit?
A: The US Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control over-

sees travel to Cuba. There are 12 categories of people who are
allowed to visit. They include: close relatives of Cubans, aca-
demics, those traveling on official government business, those
on humanitarian or religious missions, journalists and people
on accredited cultural education programs.

A: I fit into one of those groups. Where can I book a
flight?

Q: It’s not that simple. The government gives out licenses
to tour operators who then help travelers obtain visas and sell
spots on trips to Cuba. Many of them are mom and pop travel
agencies in Florida, catering to Cuban-Americans. Others are
large tour companies offering weeklong educational trips for
$3,000 to nearly $8,000 a person. American Airlines, JetBlue
and Sun Country offer charter flights to the Cuban cities of
Havana, Holguin, Santa Clara and Cienfuegos but the only way
onto those planes is through one of these agencies.

A: Are there other ways for Americans to visit Cuba?
Q: The Cuban government doesn’t prohibit Americans

from visiting. So for years, intrepid travelers have broken the
US law by entering Cuba via Mexico or Canada and asking offi-
cials not to stamp their passports.

Q: How much do flights cost?
A: Air Canada is charging $750 for nonstop flights in

February from Toronto to Havana. A nonstop flight on Cubana
from Cancun to Havana during the same period is $410 and a
trip to Havana from Panama City on Copa Airlines is $670.

Q: How do US travelers pay for things in Cuba?
A: Banks and credit card companies are prohibited from

doing business in Cuba. So don’t expect to see ATMs or busi-
nesses accepting Visa, MasterCard or American Express. In oth-
er words, bring lots of cash.

Q: Will that change?
A: It could be one of the earliest liberalizations. But even

when credit card companies are allowed into the country,
their acceptance won’t initially be widespread. Large hotels
would likely be the first businesses to let travelers swipe to pay
but mom and pop restaurants or local shops could take much
longer.

Q: What can travelers expect from hotels, taxis and
restaurants?

A: Part of the appeal of Cuba is that, in many ways, it is
frozen in time. Most hotels and nightclubs date back to the
pre-Castro era. Cuba is known for its beautiful classic cars. That
is great, unless you are used to being shuttled to the airport in
an air conditioned Cadillac Escalade and staying at hotels with
800-thread-count sheets.

Q: How many cigars can I bring back home?
A: The US government eased its export restrictions to allow

travelers to bring up to $400 in goods out of Cuba. However,
only $100 of that can be liquor or tobacco products.

Q: Will Cuba be ruined?
A: That is a big fear for many travelers. They don’t want to

visit yet another Caribbean island overrun with Starbucks,
McDonald’s, jewelry stores and T-shirt stands. There could be a
rush by tourists to see Cuba before the masses arrive. — AP

Questions and answers about Americans

traveling to Cuba 

This April 7, 2011, file photo, shows the front end detail of
a classic Chevrolet with a decorative license plate frame
that read in Spanish, “Havana Cuba, What A Good Life”, at
a classic car rally in Havana, Cuba. — AP photos
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In the end, what saved Detroit’s art muse-
um from being sold off painting by paint-
ing was a legal pad covered in doodles.

The Detroit Institute of Arts has been owned
by the city since 1919, when Detroit was
“rolling in dough,” as museum director
Graham Beal put it. But in 2013, with the
city’s bankruptcy looming, the art collection
was eyed as an asset worth hundreds of mil-
lions - money that could bail out the pen-
sion fund.

Then in August 2013, bankruptcy media-
tor Judge Gerald Rosen started doodling on
the back of a legal pad so full that it had no

more blank paper. He circled the words
“state,” “art” and “pensions,” connecting
them with arrows and dollar signs. 

Now that Detroit museum
has been saved, go see it 

Photo shows
visitors near the
Detroit Industry
Murals at the
Detroit Institute
of Arts. 

This undated photo provided by the Detroit
Institute of Arts museum in Detroit shows
visitors in front of Andy Warhol’s “Double
Self-Portrait,” which is part of the museum’s
contemporary collection. — AP photos

Vincent van Gogh’s 1887 painting
“Self-Portrait.” “Nail Figure” from the museum’s African collection.
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From that sketch a deal was born - dubbed
the “Grand Bargain” by the Detroit Free Press -
that saved both the pensions and paintings.
Ultimately the deal included $350 million from
the state of Michigan, $370 million from pri-
vate foundations and a promise from the
museum to raise $100 million.

Despite being seen “through the lens of
the city’s urban disaster,” Beal insists that the
DIA is “a very normal place.” And his aspira-
tions are modest: “I don’t want to be the Met, I
don’t want to be the Louvre. I want to be a
place people come to because it means some-
thing to them.”

That seems to be happening. In 2012, vot-
ers in three counties approved a property tax
to fund the museum, getting free admission
for themselves in return. Attendance has since
risen from 460,000 to 786,000 annually - not
that Beal cares only about numbers. If he did,
he said, he’d bring in Egyptian or
Impressionist shows and watch the lines form.

Beal and other museum executives have
come under fire recently for accepting raises
and bonuses. Beal says the money was a stan-
dard part of his compensation, but regardless
of that controversy and other challenges, at
least the art is safe for posterity. And if you
care to see what all the fuss was about, here
are some highlights from the DIA collection.

Diego Rivera: Detroit industry murals
These murals were done in the 1930s by

Diego Rivera as a tribute to Detroit’s manufac-
turing industry. Rivera spent time studying the
Ford River Rouge car factory as preparation for
the 27-panel fresco cycle, which fills an enor-
mous room called Rivera Court. The murals are
laden with symbolism - like a baby growing in
the bulb of a plant - but they also depict work-
ers, bosses, equipment and both the benefits
and dangers of industrialization.

Renaissance treasures
The museum’s most acclaimed works

include “The Wedding Dance” by Pieter
Bruegel the Elder, showing a joyous, almost
cartoon-like peasant celebration, and
“Annunciatory Angel,” by Fra Angelico, a gold
leaf-and-tempera piece that shimmers with
light. Tintoretto’s “The Dreams of Men” is
installed in a ceiling that was designed specifi-
cally for it. The Italian government made it a
condition of sale that the painting could never
leave the building - which made the prospect
of a forced sale even more untenable.

Ahead of its time
In 1922, the DIA became the first US museum
to acquire works by Vincent van Gogh and

Henri Matisse. Van Gogh’s “Self-Portrait”
(1887) shows him in a broad-brimmed hat and
full red beard. Matisse’s “The Window” (1916)
depicts a drawing room with chair, table, bowl
of flowers and a view through a curtained win-
dow to a green garden and tree, all in muted
colors.

Modern times
From the museum’s contemporary collec-

tion, don’t miss Andy Warhol’s “Double Self-
Portrait.” In the African-American collection,
look for Tyree Guyton’s “Caged Brain,” a
mixed-media work by the artist behind
Detroit’s Heidelberg Project, an open-air
installation in which abandoned buildings are
turned into urban art.

Around the world
The museum’s Dutch collection is one of the

finest in the country. Educational displays point

out that the paintings often depict luxury
goods from around the world, showing how

global trade affected everyday life in Europe in
the age of exploration. In the African collection,
look for “Nail Figure,” a late 19th century wood-
en figure pierced by more than 300 nails,
screws and other objects, each one symbolizing
the resolution of a problem in the community.

Innovative and fun
educational displays

In 2007, the museum launched new ways of
presenting art, providing written context to
explain why each work is important. Beal says
they were accused of “dumbing down and
Disney-fication,” but he believes it helps visi-
tors engage more with what they’re seeing. A
display of female figures by Picasso challenges
viewers to match each painting with a photo
of the woman who inspired it. And the “Art of
Dining” is a mesmerizing video in the gallery of
18th -century decorative arts, simulating a
three-course feast for aristocrats. —AP

Tintoretto’s
“The Dreams

of Men,” a
mid-16th 

century oil on
canvas

installed on a
ceiling at the 

museum in
Detroit.

“The Wedding
Dance” by

Pieter Bruegel
the Elder,

painted in
1566, showing

a joyous 
celebration by

peasants. 

This Dec 5, 2014 photo shows a class learning about the Detroit Industry Murals at the Detroit Institute of Arts.

“Caged Brain,” a mixed media work by
Tyree Guyton that is part of the museum’s
African-American collection.
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This file photo in makeshift shelters at the Gaillard property in the western French town
of Echire, shows a collection of 60 antique cars, dating from the ‘30s to the ‘70s, including
Bugatti, Hispano-Suiza, Delahaye, Maserati and Ferrari models. — AFP photos

Artcurial Motorcars managing director Matthieu Lamoure and expert Pierre Novikov
checking a model among a collection of 60 antique cars. 

In a small village in western France, in
makeshift  shelters bared to the ele-
ments, a treasure trove of extremely rare

cars has been discovered after lying forgot-
ten for almost 50 years. Under a pile of
dusty old car magazines, one of only 37
Ferrari 250 GT SWB California Spiders ever
made valued at up to 12 million euros ($14
million) is among some 60 classic gems dis-
covered by the el i te  Artcur ia l  auct ion
house.

The once- in-a- l i fet ime discovery ,
announced earlier this month, was likened
by Artcurial managing director Matthieu
Lamoure to stumbling upon the car world’s
equivalent of the tomb of Egyptian pharaoh
Tutankhamun. Lamoure and senior special-
ist Pierre Novikoff got a tip-off about the
timeworn fleet while criss-crossing the
country earlier this year hunting for rare
pieces.

On the farm-Artcurial is keeping the
exact location secret-they found a hodge-
podge of makeshift structures, describing
shock after shock as they realised the treas-
ures they contained. “This was somewhere
between a metallic graveyard and a muse-
um,” said Novikoff, describing valuable cars
invaded by ivy, and in some cases corrugat-
ed iron resting directly on the cars.

“We were overcome with emotion.
Probably much like Lord Carrington and
Howard Carter, on being the first for cen-
turies to enter Tutankhamun’s tomb,” said
Lamoure. They may be rusted and weather-
beaten, but the legendary names such as
Bugatt i ,  Hispano-Suiza ,  Talbot-Lago,
Panhard-Levassor ,  Maserat i ,  Ferrar i ,
Delahaye and Delage are described by
Artcur ia l  as  “works  of  art . ”  The rare
California Spider-a car which features 13
times on the list of the 100 most expensive
cars ever sold-was bought new by French
actor Gerard Blain and later sold to fellow
actor Alain Delon.

Delon was photographed with American
actresses Jane Fonda and Shirley MacLaine
in the car, which historians thought to be
lost forever. Also uncovered is an extrava-
gant  Talbot  Lago T26 Cabriolet  that
belonged to Egypt’s last monarch King
Farouk, an immensely rich ruler known for
grotesque extravagance, and avid collector

who along with fast cars amassed one of
the world’s most famous coin collections.
“This is surely the last time that such a dis-
covery will be made, anywhere in the world.
What is so special here is the number of
cars, the range and the quality and pedi-
gree of the models,” said Novikoff.

‘Sleeping beauties’
But how does such a jackpot of mythical

automobiles end up on a rural French farm,
left to rust for half a century? While classic
cars are now snapped up and extremely
valuable ,  this  was not  the case a  few
decades ago when inventor and automo-
bile enthusiast Roger Baillon became one of
the first collectors. He had a transport busi-
ness in the west of France where he in 1947
designed and built his own car known as
the Bluebird, all while raking in a fortune in
the post WWII boom in the sector.

He bought the property in 1953 to turn
into an automobile museum, snapping up
classic cars-some saved from the scrapyard-
and according to Lamoure, even bought a
little train which he planned to use to give
tours of his museum. “When the vehicles
arrived he put them away without much
fuss, one next to the other. He restored
some and left others as they were,” said
Novikoff. Much of the collection was built
up between 1955 and 1965.

But when the 70s swung in, Baillon’s
business went into decline, and he held a
large sale of his car collection at the end of
the decade and to car historians, that was
the end of that. 

But it turned out he had clung on to
many of the collection’s jewels. Now, the
lost “sleeping beauties” will again change
hands, in an auction on February 6, 2015,
where they are expected to fetch up to 16
million euros.

They will be displayed and sold as they
are, and Lamoure said he hopes some will
be left as such as works of art, although
some buyers may choose to restore them.
“This is a very rare opportunity presenting
works of art unknown to the market! For
the Talbot Lago T26 Grand Sport coupe
Saoutchik, caved in at the rear, I think it
should be left in this condition. It is a sculp-
ture.”— AFP

Forgotten treasure of
rare cars found in French village

Photos show a collection of 60 antique cars, dating from the ‘30s to the ‘70s, includ-
ing Bugatti, Hispano-Suiza, Delahaye, Maserati and Ferrari models, some of them
rare, are parked on.
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In this Aug 6, 2009 file photo, tourists visit the Great Mosque of Cordoba in southern Spain.

The regional government of
southern Andalusia is protest-
ing what it says are moves by

the Catholic Church to downplay or
eliminate references to the Islamic
past of Cordoba’s ancient Mosque-
Cathedral, one of Spain’s leading
tourist attractions.

The region’s tourism department
says the practice by church authori-
ties who own the complex of calling
it simply “The Cordoba Cathedral” on
its web site, pamphlets and tickets
could hurt tourism and confuse the 1
million-plus tourists who annually
visit the “mezquita” (mosque), as it is
known popularly.

Cathedral officials deny the name-
change, saying the official title has
been “The Cathedral of Santa Maria
of Cordoba” since the 13th century,
when the mosque was transformed
into a cathedral. The department
said Monday it had sent a letter seek-
ing a meeting with the church. — AP

Church criticized 
over Cordoba mosque name 

A tourist visits the Great Mosque of Cordoba in southern Spain.
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BY RON HARRIS

ATLANTA: What to buy an experienced photographer or video
shooter? There is some strong gear on the market from Nikon, GoPro
and Domke.

Nikon D750 camera ($2,300 body only; 
$3,000 kit with 24-120mm lens)

I couldn’t find anything to complain about the D750 after spend-
ing a few weeks with it. The handsome digital single-lens reflex cam-
era, or DSLR, deserves the accolades it has received so far. Under the
hood is a full-frame, 24.3 megapixel sensor capable of capturing sharp
images rich with a solid range of accurate color and tonal quality. The
D750 can shoot full high-definition video at 60 frames per second -
crucial for any kind of slow-motion work.

I was most impressed with the color purity of the still images. I had
to do very little tweaking during editing to reveal the full vibrance of
the scene I had captured. When paired with the 24-120mm lens sold
as part of a kit, the camera captured video that was well stabilized,
with little jitter or shake from my hands.

The D750 has built-in Wi-Fi for direct communication with tablets
and smartphones running Nikon’s free app. I can use the app to trig-
ger the shutter or transfer images from the camera, allowing me to

share them on social media more easily. The D750 has slots for two SD
memory cards for extra storage. It also has a tilting LCD screen - which
came in handy when I wanted to hold the camera high or low without
finding a ladder or crouching. The camera is one of the best full-frame
cameras available for seasoned photography enthusiasts. It feels and
looks professional in the hand, and it delivers with quality images.

GoPro Hero 4 Black ($500)
GoPro continues to excel in action cameras. The company’s latest

model, the Hero 4 Black, shoots video in full 4k resolution, which is
also known as ultra-high-definition. That’s a lot of crystal-clear
imagery in a camera not much bigger than three matchboxes stacked
on top of each other.

The 4k resolution is at the standard 30 frames per second, though.
For the more impressive 120 frames per second, resolution is limited
to the standard high-definition 1920 x 1080.

Nonetheless, the 4k footage doesn’t disappoint. I shot some chil-
dren’s soccer matches and hiked to a creek. On a 4k display, small
details pop into view, like blades of nearby grass and dust on smooth
surfaces. It really is the next level of video imagery, and many pros are
already upgrading to 4k video gear in anticipation of a future when
everyday consumers have the capability to view it. Many higher-end
TV sets and monitors are being sold with 4k capability.

GoPro sells a variety of add-ons, such as waterproof cases. I partic-
ularly recommend the $80 touch-screen LCD back because it makes it
easier to adjust the camera setting, and preview and review footage
and shot composition. Otherwise, you’re shooting without a display
or viewfinder. Make sure you’re going to buy a 4k-capable television
or add a hot new 4k-capable graphics card to your computer.
Otherwise, you won’t be enjoying the full resolution the GoPro Hero 4
Black has to offer. Don’t confuse the Black edition with the Hero 4
Silver, which is black in color but doesn’t have 4k.

Domke Next Generation Director ($330)
No hot shot photographer or indie filmmaker is going to be happy

without a sharp bag to toe their gear around in. Domke has long been
the go-to brand for photojournalists, and its Director bag is a smart
choice for light travel with a DSLR camera and a couple of small to
medium lenses.

I was able to do some nice walk-around photo sessions with the
Director slung over my shoulder. In it were the Nikon D750 and the
24-120mm kit lens, as well as an additional 20mm wide-angle lens, a
Google Nexus 7 tablet, my smartphone and a small pouch for extra
memory cards. The bag has customizable divider inserts, expandable
zippered pockets and a tough-as-nails luggage strap. This is much
better than tossing all of your precious photo gear into a flimsy back-

Gift Guide: Strong photo, video gear options 
NEW YORK: This Dec 16, 2014 photo shows the Domke Next
Generation Director photography bag. — AP photos

Nikon D750 camera GoPro HERO 4 Black camera

ATLANTA: Not all selfies are created equal. Some are blurry, are
poorly framed or miss the action entirely because you might be
scrubbing your thumb fishing for a virtual shutter button as the
moment passes you by.

Although phone manufacturers are trying to help by building
in tools for better selfies, many of these have their limits. For bet-
ter selfies, consider some of these gadgets for yourself or your
loved ones.

Halo/Hisy ($25)
This one is really simple. The Halo is a small plastic button that

serves as a wireless shutter trigger for your phone’s camera. Its
only job is to trigger your phone’s shutter when you click the but-
ton. One function, one result.

My tests with the Halo for my Android phone went smoothly.
The company makes an iPhone version called Hisy. You need to
install its free camera app, Shutter Panorama, as neither Halo nor
Hisy works with the regular camera app that comes with the
phone.

Shutter Panorama doesn’t have too many manual settings or
special features. But the device does a good job in allowing me to
place my phone in places other than my hand. I got some nice
shots of myself and my dog by putting the phone against a rock
in the front yard and sitting a few feet away. It’s more elegant
than setting the camera’s timer and running to get in the shot.

Kodak Pixpro SL25 ($300)
The Pixpro SL25 from Kodak is essentially a camera lens that

mounts onto your phone, allowing for higher resolution than
what your phone’s camera can capture. The Pixpro communi-
cates with your phone over Wi-Fi and lets you compose the
image on the phone’s screen. Once the photos are snapped using
the shutter button on the Pixpro, the phone serves primarily to
review and share the images to social media services.

The downside is you have a second device to carry around,
which defeats the purpose of taking selfies on the fly. The upside
is image quality. The Pixpro shoots sharp 16 megapixel photos
and full high-definition video at 1080p. This quality is common for
rear cameras, but not the front ones for selfies. The Pixpro has
fold-out arms to attach to my phone, such that the two devices
act as one. That, in itself, isn’t different from using just the phone
for selfies. But I was able to hold the Pixpro and press the shutter
in ways I could not with my phone. For instance, I was able to
have my finger rest on a physical button on the Pixpro instead of
searching on the phone’s touch screen for a virtual one.

I had a lot of success using the Pixpro unattached to my phone
as well. It has a wide-angle lens that fits plenty of action into the
frame. Some phones are coming with better front cameras. The
one on HTC’s new Desire Eye is 13 megapixels, the same as the
rear camera. There’s even a front flash. You’ll still get sharper
images with the Kodak attachment.

Satechi Smart Selfie Extension Arm Monopod ($50)
This telescoping monopod from Satechi helps get more than

just yourself in the frame. Similar to the Kodak unit, this monopod
has spring-loaded rubber pieces that grip the phone on its sides,
holding it firmly in place. From there, you simply extend the tele-
scoping device out to its full three feet and get lots of buddies or
surroundings into the shot.

What really helps is that a shutter button on the grip of the
pole connects to your phone via Bluetooth, allowing you to snap
the selfie without reaching up to the phone. Once I paired the
monopod to my phone and launched my default camera app, I
was able to easily snap various selfies with a birds-eye view and
other vantage points longer than my arm.

The Satechi unit worked fine with my phone’s default camera,
but not with other camera apps I enjoy, such as FxCamera and
Candy Camera.—AP

Gift Guide: Help your selfie
with some add-on gear 

NEW YORK: Photo shows the Satechi Smart Selfie Extension
Arm Monopod. — AP photos

Halo smartphone accessory from Hisy

Kodak Pixpro SL25
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NEW YORK: Do you really need an app to tell you to brush and floss?
It seems every household appliance is getting some smarts these
days, meaning some connection to a phone app and the broader
Internet. But then what?

To give you a feel for what that connectivity brings, here’s a closer
look at a few “smart” products for the home. There are plenty more if
you look around. As I tried these out, I kept thinking to myself whether
these products really needed that connectivity. You’ll need to decide
whether the benefits are worth the higher prices.

The smart toothbrush
I tested the Oral-B Pro 7000 SmartSeries electric toothbrush with

Bluetooth connectivity. A free app that goes with it has a timer that
tries to make sure you spend two minutes brushing - 30 seconds on
each quadrant of your teeth. The app then reminds you to brush your
tongue, floss and rinse with mouthwash. It sends me notifications
when I haven’t been doing that consistently (oops!). The app also
offers weekly and monthly charts on your brushing activities.

I was skeptical when I started using this toothbrush. It relies a lot
on self-reporting. Although the toothbrush will warn when you’re
putting too much pressure on your teeth, it can’t tell whether you’re
actually brushing your entire mouth. You can spend the entire two
minutes on one area, even as the app tells you to move on. And floss-
ing? I was pressed for time getting to my dentist appointment, so I
told the app I flossed that morning - even though I didn’t.

But after I switched back to a manual toothbrush, I found myself
gradually reducing my brushing time. I also stopped flossing and
doing all those other good things. The connected toothbrush won’t
go beyond what you can do with a timer and self-discipline, but it
proves useful when you lack both.

The model I tested isn’t out in the US until next month, likely for

about $220. A cheaper model, the 5000, retails for $159 and does
most of what the 7000 does, with the exception of an extra mode for
tongue cleaning. Both are more expensive than the $65 to $100 retail
prices for standard Oral-B electric toothbrushes. It’s possible for family
members to share the device - with different brush heads, of course -
but it’s cumbersome and not really designed for that.

The smart kitchen
A Smart Optimal Brew edition of the Mr Coffee coffeemaker lets

you schedule brewing or start the machine remotely, such as when
you’re still in bed or a few minutes from the front door. It won’t do the
more annoying tasks of refilling the water and replacing the coffee
grounds, though. I find it takes more work to unlock the phone, open
the app and launch the brewing than to walk over to the coffeemaker.
If I hit the brew button just before jumping in the shower, the coffee’s
ready by the time I’m out. What would really make the coffeemaker
smart is to observe when I shut the snooze on my phone alarm, as
that’s when I’m ready to get up.

I recognize that most people have bigger living spaces than I do.
So if the coffeemaker is downstairs, it might be useful to start it
remotely before the shower. But you can already do that with timers.
To justify the smart coffeemaker, your sleeping patterns would need
to be so unpredictable that you’d need to change that after you wake
up.

The device costs $250, or about $20 more than a comparable
model without the smarts. That’s not a huge price difference for the
benefit. The coffeemaker uses WeMo’s app from Belkin, which means
the coffeemaker might one day coordinate with light switches,
motion sensors and other WeMo-enabled products.

Another such WeMo product is a $130 Crock-Pot slow cooker. It
allows you to adjust cooking times and temperature remotely, if

you’re running late from work, for instance. It’s more than twice the
price of a regular Crock-Pot, so it’s a tougher sell than the coffeemak-
er. I feel uneasy about leaving a cooking appliance on all day, but the
manufacturer points out that people do that with timers already, and
the app lets you verify whether you remembered to turn it off.

Both of these kitchen products feel first generation. They’ll need
more functionality through software updates in the future.

The smart scale
Although I wanted to call Withings’ Smart Body Analyzer dumb for

telling me I gained 5 pounds, I verified that with a scale at my gym.
Sigh. Once I got past that, I found it to be one of the more useful con-
nected products. You have to stand on it for longer than a typical
bathroom scale as it logs your weight, body fat, heart rate and air
quality. That data will automatically transfer to an app - the same one
used by other Withings’ products, including a fitness tracker. The app
also takes advantage of Apple’s HealthKit system to sync with Apple’s
Health app and data from rival vendors.

Even without all that syncing, it’s great to be able to track your
weight over time (the heart rate, not so much, as that changes
depending on whether you just exercised). I’ve tried over the years to
track my weight with a spreadsheet, but I keep forgetting (perhaps on
purpose) after stepping off the scale.

Up to eight people in a household can use the same scale. It will
send readings to the right profile, based on a comparison with past
weights. There’s an extra step if you’re similar in weight to someone
else. The multi-sensor scale retails for $150. A version that does only
weight goes for $100. Although you can get a regular scale for much
less, connectivity makes sense here. Manufacturers need to give con-
sumers a good reason for having that connectivity - and in this case,
Withings does. — AP

NEW YORK: This product image provided
Oral-B shows the Oral-B PRO 7000
SmartSeries toothbrush with Bluetooth con-
nectivity. — AP photos

This product image provided by Mr Coffee shows the Mr
Coffee Smart Optimal Brew Coffeemaker with WeMo.

This product image provided Withings shows the Withings Smart Body Analyzer
health tracking scale.

Home products come with connectivity 

BEIJING: Faced with rising cybercrime like the attack on Sony
Pictures Entertainment, companies worldwide are under pres-
sure to tighten security but are hampered by cost and, for
some, reluctance to believe they are in danger. The Sony
attack, which US officials blamed on North Korea, was unusual
because it included threats of violence if the Hollywood studio
released its movie “The Interview,” a comedy that depicts the
assassination of the North’s leader. But it is just the highest-
profile case in a growing flood of data breaches that have risen
in sophistication over the past five years.

The growing skill of hackers has driven a shift in strategy for
companies, which see they cannot be stopped and have
switched to trying to limit losses, said Kwon Seok-chul, presi-
dent of Cuvepia Inc., a security firm in Seoul. He said his compa-
ny has received a growing number of requests from financial
institutions and other businesses alarmed by reports of break-

ins including last month’s Sony attack.
“There is no way to block hacking,” said Kwon. “They are

consulting with us for new types of defense measures.” US offi-
cials have told reporters they believe North Korea was con-
nected to the Sony attack, though the evidence is only circum-
stantial. The threats of violence prompted Sony to cancel the
release of “The Interview.” The North Korean government earli-
er denied involvement but called the attack a “righteous
deed.”

Other governments also have been implicated in commer-
cial hacking. In May, US authorities charged five officers from
the Chinese military’s cyber warfare unit with hacking into
American companies to steal trade secrets. During last year’s
Christmas shopping season, US department store chain Target
Corp. disclosed it suffered a breach that exposed details of as
many as 40 million credit and debit card accounts.—AP

TOKYO: In this Thursday, Dec 18, 2014 file photo, people
walk out from the headquarters of Sony Corp. — AP

Sony hack adds to security 
pressure on companies 
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THE GRANDMASTER ON OSN MOVIES ACTION

01:00 Kill For Me-18
03:00 Spiderwick Chronicles-PG
05:00 Tales Of The Night-PG
06:30 Searching For Sugar Man-PG15
08:30 Atlas Shrugged-PG15
10:30 Spiderwick Chronicles-PG
12:30 Son Of Rambow-PG
14:30 Beasts Of The Southern Wild-
PG15
16:30 Atlas Shrugged-PG15
18:30 Meet Joe Black-PG15

00:00 Witches Of East End
01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 Grimm
04:00 Boardwalk Empire
05:00 Good Morning America
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 24
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 Castle

00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Colbert Report
01:30 Married
02:00 Last Man Standing
02:30 Mixology
03:00 The Neighbors
03:30 Last Man Standing
04:00 Growing Up Fisher
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Better Off Ted
06:00 Til Death
06:30 My Name Is Earl
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Growing Up Fisher
08:30 Better Off Ted
09:00 The Neighbors
09:30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
10:00 Young & Hungry
10:30 My Name Is Earl
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 Til Death
12:30 Growing Up Fisher
13:00 Better Off Ted
13:30 My Name Is Earl
14:00 Last Man Standing
14:30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine
15:00 Young & Hungry
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 Til Death
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Hot In Cleveland
18:30 Modern Family
19:00 Modern Family
19:30 Young & Hungry
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:00 The Daily Show Global Edition
21:30 The Colbert Report Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Mixology
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:20 Philly Throttle
01:10 Highway To Sell
02:00 Fast N’ Loud
02:50 Storage Hunters
03:15 Container Wars
03:40 Garage Gold
04:05 How It’s Made
04:30 How It’s Made
05:00 Treehouse Masters
06:00 Ben Earl: Trick Artist
06:50 Magic Of Science
07:15 Magic Of Science
07:40 Troy
08:30 Get Out Alive With Bear Grylls
09:20 Deadly Islands
10:10 Manhunt
11:00 Philly Throttle
11:50 Philly Throttle
12:40 Philly Throttle
13:30 Idris Elba: King Of Speed
14:20 Idris Elba: King Of Speed
15:10 Idris Elba: King Of Speed
16:00 Gold Rush
16:50 Gold Rush
17:40 Alaskan Bush People
18:30 Get Out Alive With Bear Grylls
19:20 Deadly Islands
20:10 Manhunt
21:00 Garage Gold
21:25 Garage Gold
21:50 Garage Gold
22:15 Garage Gold
22:40 Garage Gold
23:05 Airplane Repo
23:55 Street Outlaws

00:00 Battleground Brothers
01:00 Armageddon Outfitters
02:00 Megacities
03:00 Mega Factories: Supercars
04:00 Engineering Connections
05:00 Live Free Or Die
06:00 Ape Man
07:00 Knights Of Mayhem
08:00 Battleground Brothers
09:00 Armageddon Outfitters
10:00 Megacities
11:00 Beyond Magic With Dmc
12:00 The Next Mega Tsunami
13:00 Hard Time
14:00 Chasing UFOs
15:00 Access 360 World Heritage
16:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey
17:00 Naked Science
18:00 Master Of Disaster
19:00 Witness Disaster
20:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey
21:00 Naked Science

02:00 The Barrens
04:00 Body Parts
06:00 Bad Company
08:00 White House Down
10:15 Knockout
12:00 The Peacemaker
14:00 The Grandmaster
16:00 White House Down
18:15 Knockout
20:00 G.I. Joe: Retaliation
22:00 The Chronicles Of Riddick

00:00 A Haunted House-18
02:00 Dumb And Dumberer: When
Harry Met Lloyd-PG15
04:00 Friends With Kids-PG15
06:00 What About Bob?-PG
08:00 Fred 2: Night Of The Living Fred-
PG
09:30 What About Bob?-PG
11:30 Jesus Henry Christ-PG15
13:30 Men At Work-PG15
15:30 Fred 2: Night Of The Living Fred-
PG
17:00 Sweet Home Alabama-PG15
19:00 Proof Of Love-PG15
21:00 Deuce Bigalow: European
Gigolo-18
22:45 Go-18

01:15 The Letter-PG15
03:00 Celeste And Jesse Forever-PG15
05:00 The Trouble With Bliss-PG15
07:00 Nobody Walks-PG15
09:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle-PG15
11:00 The Trouble With Bliss-PG15
13:00 The Factory-PG15
15:00 Knife Fight-PG15
17:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle-PG15
19:00 The Caller-PG15
21:00 Pawn-PG15
23:00 End Of Watch-18

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:30 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 THS
02:20 E! News
03:15 Kourtney And Khloe Take The
Hamptons
04:10 E!ES
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Kourtney & Kim Take New York
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
09:45 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 E!ES
11:10 THS
12:05 E! News
13:05 Giuliana & Bill
14:05 Giuliana & Bill
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 THS
20:00 Kourtney And Khloe Take The
Hamptons
21:00 Untold With Maria Menounos
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 House Of DVF

00:40 Four Weddings UK
01:30 Brendan’s Magical Mystery Tour
02:00 Paul O’grady For The Love Of
Dogs
02:55 Emmerdale
05:00 Coronation Street
07:05 Cilla
08:00 Murdoch Mysteries
09:45 Derren Brown - An Evening Of
Wonders
11:10 Brendan’s Magical Mystery Tour
13:15 Tricked
14:05 The Jonathan Ross Show
15:00 Andrew Lloyd Webber Special:
40 Years...
16:20 Big Star’s Little Star
17:15 Paul O’grady For The Love Of

00:00 The Barrens-18
02:00 Body Parts-PG15
04:00 Bad Company-PG15
06:00 White House Down-PG15
08:15 Knockout-PG15
10:00 The Peacemaker-PG15
12:00 The Grandmaster-PG15
14:00 White House Down-PG15
16:15 Knockout-PG15
18:00 G.I. Joe: Retaliation-PG15
20:00 The Chronicles Of Riddick-PG15
22:00 Ice Soldiers-PG15

00:00 Suits
01:00 Devious Maids
02:00 American Horror Story: Freak
Show
03:00 Supernatural
04:00 Switched At Birth
05:00 Grey’s Anatomy
06:00 Suits
07:00 Sleepy Hollow
08:00 C.S.I.
09:00 Switched At Birth
10:00 Grey’s Anatomy
11:00 Devious Maids
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 C.S.I.
15:00 Suits
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 C.S.I.
19:00 Once Upon A Time
21:00 The Strain
22:00 Sons Of Anarchy
23:00 Supernatural

00:05 Chopped
00:55 Amazing Wedding Cakes
01:45 BBQ Crawl
02:10 BBQ Crawl
02:35 Pizza Cuz
03:00 Pizza Cuz
03:25 Charly’s Cake Angels
03:50 Amazing Wedding Cakes
04:40 All You Can Meat
05:05 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
05:30 Reza’s African Kitchen
05:50 Siba’s Table

06:10 Sweet Genius
07:00 Tastiest Places To Chowdown
07:25 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
07:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
08:15 Food Network Challenge
09:05 Siba’s Table
09:30 Have Cake, Will Travel
09:55 Have Cake, Will Travel
10:20 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
10:45 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
11:10 Siba’s Table
11:35 Siba’s Table
12:00 Guy’s Big Bite
12:25 Unique Eats
12:50 Unique Eats
13:15 Hungry Girl
13:40 Hungry Girl
14:05 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:55 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:20 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:45 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
16:10 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
16:35 Siba’s Table
17:00 Siba’s Table
17:25 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:40 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
19:05 Barefoot Contessa - Back To

Basics
19:30 Siba’s Table
19:55 Siba’s Table
20:20 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
20:45 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:10 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
21:35 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
22:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:25 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:50 Fast Food Gone Global - Special
23:40 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

Dogs
18:05 Breathless
19:00 Andrew Lloyd Webber Special:
40 Years...
20:30 Cilla
21:25 Big Star’s Little Star
22:20 The Jonathan Ross Show
23:15 Coronation Street

22:00 Master Of Disaster
23:00 Beyond Magic With Dmc

13:00 Witches Of East End
14:00 24
16:00 Live Good Morning America
17:00 Castle
18:00 Witches Of East End
19:00 24
20:00 Castle
21:00 Witches Of East End
22:00 Grimm
23:00 Boardwalk Empire
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THE BARRENS ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION 

MEN AT WORK ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

03:00 European Senior Tour
Highlights
04:00 European Senior Tour
Highlights
05:00 NFL Gameday
05:30 Volvo Ocean Race Highlights
06:00 Golfing World
07:00 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
07:30 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
08:00 Top 14 
10:00 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
10:30 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
11:00 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
11:30 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights

00:45 World Match Racing Tour
02:00 Golfing World
03:00 Live NHL
06:00 Sevens World Series Highlights
06:30 Challenge Series Golf Highlights
07:00 PDC World Darts Championship
12:00 Trans world Sport
13:00 Sevens World Series Highlights
13:30 This is PGA Tour
14:00 Challenge Series Golf Highlights
14:30 Golfing World
15:30 Live PDC World Darts
Championship
19:30 NHL
21:30 Sevens World Series Highlights
22:00 Top 14

00:30 ICC Cricket 360
01:00 ICC Cricket World Cup Tales

01:45 The World’s End-PG15
03:45 The Hot Flashes-PG15
05:30 All Is Lost-PG15
07:15 One Direction: This Is Us-PG
09:00 The Way Way Back-PG15
11:00 Labor Day-PG15
13:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
15:00 Peeples-PG15
17:00 The Way Way Back-PG15
18:45 Her-PG15
21:00 Admission-PG15
23:00 Machete Kills-18

01:00 Wizards And Giants
02:45 Escape From Planet Earth
04:30 Unstable Fables: Tortoise vs.
Hare
06:00 Barbie Fairytopia Mermaidia
08:00 Krazzy Planet
09:45 Astro Boy
11:30 Princess And The Pea
13:00 Escape From Planet Earth
14:30 Happily N’Ever After 2: Snow
White
16:00 The Apple & The Worm
18:00 Astro Boy
20:00 Barbie And The Magic Of
Pegasus
22:00 Happily N’Ever After 2: Snow
White
23:30 The Apple & The Worm

00:00 The Host-PG15
02:30 Oblivion-PG15
05:00 21-PG15
07:30 Holidaze-PG15
09:15 Transformers-PG15
11:45 Oblivion-PG15
14:00 Madea’s Witness Protection-
PG15
16:00 Holidaze-PG15
17:45 Good Deeds-PG15
19:45 What To Expect When You’re
Expecting-PG15
21:45 Rush-18

00:00 Storage Wars
00:30 Storage Wars

01:30 New Zealand v South Africa ODI
Highlights
02:30 Australia v South Africa ODI
Highlights
03:30 Big Bash League T20 Highlights
04:30 Big Bash League T20 Highlights
05:30 Story of the World Cup 1992
07:00 ICC Cricket 360
07:30 LG ICC Awards 2014
08:30 Big Bash League T20 Highlights
09:30 Big Bash League T20 Highlights
10:30 ICC Cricket 360
11:00 Live Big Bash League T20
14:30 ICC Cricket 360
15:00 LG ICC Awards 2014
16:00 India v Sri Lanka  ODI Highlights
17:00 Big Bash League T20 Highlights
18:00 Big Bash League T20
21:30 ICC Cricket 360
22:00 Australia v South Africa ODI
Highlights
23:00 Big Bash League T20 Highlights

00:15 Crimson Tide
02:15 Picture Claire-FAM
03:45 Shanghai Knights
05:45 Toy Story 3-FAM
07:30 Bringing Down The House
09:15 Last Orders-PG
11:00 One Day-PG
13:00 Miracle
15:15 Crimson Tide
17:15 The Patriot
20:00 The Odd Life Of Timothy Green-
U

01:00 Pawn Stars
01:30 Pawn Stars
02:00 American Pickers
03:00 Storage Wars
03:30 Storage Wars
04:00 Storage Wars
04:30 Storage Wars
05:00 Pawn Stars
05:30 Pawn Stars
06:00 Pawn Stars
06:30 Pawn Stars
07:00 Storage Wars: New York
07:30 Counting Cars
08:00 Counting Cars
08:30 Counting Cars
09:00 Counting Cars
09:30 Counting Cars
10:00 Counting Cars
10:30 Counting Cars
11:00 Pawn Stars
11:30 Pawn Stars
12:00 Pawn Stars
12:30 Pawn Stars
13:00 Pawn Stars
13:30 Pawn Stars
14:00 Pawn Stars
15:00 Christmas Specials
16:00 American Restoration
16:30 Christmas Specials
17:00 Duck Dynasty
18:00 Pawn Stars
18:30 Pawn Stars
19:00 Pawn Stars
20:00 Christmas Specials
21:00 Shipping Wars
21:30 Shipping Wars
22:00 American Pickers
23:00 Storage Wars
23:30 Storage Wars

12:00 Top 14 
14:00 World Match Racing Tour
15:00 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
15:30 Hero Indian Super League
Highlights
16:00 Live Hero Indian Super League
Football
19:00 Golfing World
20:00 World Match Racing Tour
21:00 NFL Gameday
21:30 Volvo Ocean Race Highlights
22:00 Live PDC World Darts
Championship

21:30 Hyde Park On Hudson-PG15
23:30 Once Fallen-18

21:45 The Nightmare Before
Christmas-PG
23:00 What Women Want-PG

00:00 The Listener
01:00 Fit For Fashion
02:00 The Bridge
03:00 Dirt
04:00 Detroit 1-8-7
05:00 Dirty Sexy Money
06:00 According To Jim
08:30 MasterChef Australia
11:00 Happy Endings
11:25 Happy Endings
12:00 Melissa & Joey
12:25 Melissa & Joey
13:00 Army Wives
15:30 Fit For Fashion
16:30 The Listener
17:30 How I Met Your Mother
17:55 How I Met Your Mother
18:30 According To Jim
18:55 According To Jim
19:30 Grey’s Anatomy
20:15 Grey’s Anatomy
21:00 According To Jim
21:30 According To Jim
22:00 Fit For Fashion
23:00 The Listener
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As part of social commitments and contributions,
OICC Kuwait once again set an example by giving an
amount of IRS.300,000/- (OICC Insurance Amount)

to the bereaved family of Chirayil Varghese Jose, a member
of OICC from Trichur District, who died of heart-attack in
Kuwait last month. AICC Working Committee member
and Former Defense Minister A.K. Antony, handed over
the Insurance amount to Jayan Elanjikkal, brother-in-law
of Late Varghese Jose, at a function held at KPCC office,
Thiruvananthapuram, chaired by M.M. Hassan, KPCC Vice-
President.

V.M. Sudheeran, KPCC President, Oommen Chandy,
Chief Minister, General Secretaries responsible for N.
Subbramanyam, Mannar Abdul Lathief , Secretary Ajay
Mohan,  Varghese Puthukulangara,  President, OICC
Kuwait National Committee, spoke on the occasion.

OICC distributes welfare assistance

An intensive one day course on the journey of the soul
from the grave to its destination - heaven or hell, was
conducted on 5th December 2014 at Masjid Al-Kabeer.

The salient topics covered included, different phases of a
soul’s journey from the grave to its destination, based on the
deeds performed in this world.

The highlighted examples included the life of Prophet
Mohammed (Peace be upon him) and his companions to draw
attention of the audience to the intricacies of Islam and the

prescribed way of life, and that of peace, and being beneficial
to mankind.

The workshop was attended by a varied and large group of
diverse audience of multiple faiths.

The workshop was organized by Indian Muslim Welfare
Association (IMWA) in cooperation with the Islamic Center of
Kuwait (ICK) in collaboration with Standard Bearers Academy
(SBA), under the auspices of Ministry of Awqaf & Islamic Affairs
and Administration of Grand Mosque, Kuwait.

Shaikh Mirza Yawar Baig, who conducted this workshop, is
a renowned International speaker and corporate consultant
for various multinational organizations. Shaikh Yawar will be
conducting a five day residential program on Leadership
Excellence (LEC) in Kuwait in the last week of February 2015,
with a theme of “Lighting up the world by igniting minds”.

For more information about LEC, registrations and future
lectures, events and workshops, please email at
sba.kuwait@gmail.com

LIFE after Death - A workshop
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For the fourth year in a row, Movenpick
Hotel Kuwait has received Green Globe
certification, the international standard

for sustainable operations and management
designed specifically for the travel and
tourism industry. Green Globe’s Middle East
Partner FARNEK confirmed Movenpick Hotel
Kuwait’s certification with an audit of all hotel
departments. The audit found that the hotel
achieved 83% of all applicable criteria, which
places the property in Green Globe’s high
achiever category.

Green Globe provides internationally
accredited certification, focusing on the
preservation of environment and reduction in
the use of energy and water and the con-
sumption of natural resources. The certifica-
tion awarded to Movenpick Hotel Kuwait
inspires guests to appreciate the property’s
quality of service and healthy atmosphere, as
well as the wide range of garden settings that
they can enjoy during their stay.

As a part of its excellent commitment to

nature conservation, M?venpick Hotel Kuwait
offers guests the unique opportunity of plant-
ing a tree bearing their name. The tree plant-
ing ceremony is repeated on each anniversary
of the guest’s visit to the hotel. Movenpick
Hotel Kuwait’s General Manager, Hassan
Hassanein said, “We are honored to receive
Green Globe certification which we achieved
in record time and beyond all our expecta-
tions. This award is considered one of the
most important achievements of the year.
And it will continue to move us forward in
achieving all of our goals, which are to please
our guests and strengthen our future plans in
support and preservation of the environment
in Kuwait.”

Communication Manager Elsayed Elasy
added, “At Movenpick Hotel Kuwait we all
worked hard and were all excited to receive
this global certificate. The process lasted
many months and now we can harvest the
fruit of our efforts to preserve our environ-
ment and resources.”

Movenpick Hotel Kuwait awarded green globe 
certification for fourth year in a row

The athletics team of the Indian Community
School, Kuwait set a record with an unparal-
leled 13th consecutive Championship

Trophy at the recently concluded 16th CBSE
Kuwait-Cluster Athletics Meet, 2014-15. ICSK won
the trophy by securing 330 points. Also to the
credit of ICSK athletes are 20 gold medals, 14 sil-
ver and 9 bronze medals. Commendably, 3 new
meet records and 4 individual championships
were bagged by the champion school.

The individual champions from ICSK are
Christa Filo Vincent of class X, Janet D’Souza of
class XI, Bijoy Sam Abraham of class X and Craig
Rodrigues of class XI. Christa Filo Vincent won the
1st position in 100m &High Jump and set a new
meet record in High Jumpunder-16 girls. Janet
D’Souza won the 1st position in Triple Jump &
1500 munder-19 girls’ category. Bijoy Sam
Abraham won the 1st position in the 400m &
800m under-16 boys’ category and also set new
meet records for both events. Craig Rodrigues
secured 1st position in the long jump &triple
jump for the under-19 boys’ category.

Notably, Bijoy Sam Abraham and Christa Filo
Vincent were declared the Best Athletes for the
year 2014-15 at the Cluster Meet. The manage-
ment, staff and students of the ICSK extend hearty
congratulations to the athletes and physical edu-
cation teachers of the school who continue to
bring laurels to the school.

ICSK bags Kuwait-Cluster Athletics Champion for 13th time
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HANOI: Grinning widely, Tran Quang
Thieu brandishes the day’s haul: 10
kilos of rats caught in rice paddies near
Hanoi. A menace to Vietnam’s rice
crop, the vermin are regularly trapped
- and sometimes eaten. In his village of
Van Binh, on the outskirts of Hanoi,
Thieu and his team work night and
day in the area’s rice paddies. They
estimate 20 percent of the annual
grain crop is lost to hungry rats. Rice is
an essential part of the Vietnamese
economy - the communist country is
the world’s second largest exporter of
the staple grain. “We used to have to
accept the loss of large chunks of our
paddies - the rats destroyed it. It made
us wonder why we bothered working
so hard,” explains 46-year-old farmer
Hoang Thi Tuyet. 

Rodents can be a determined ene-
my. “It’s hard to trap them, they’re
clever, they move fast and in Vietnam
there are 43 different species of rat to
contend with,” Thieu says. But in 1998,
Thieu had a breakthrough - he invent-
ed a new kind of rat trap, more effec-
tive than anything farmers had previ-
ously tried, that worked without bait
and relied on extremely strong
springs. Thieu estimates his traps - and
his unique rat hunting methods - have
since killed millions of rats.

“The agricultural losses caused by
rats are enormous - and these rodents
can cause fires and explosions by
chewing electric cables in houses and
factories,” said the septuagenarian. At
least 500,000 hectares of rice paddy is
lost to rats each year, out of some 7.5
million hectares planted across
Vietnam, said Nguyen Manh Hung of
the Institute of Agricultural Sciences.
“Rats cause hundreds of millions of
dollars of damage, before we even
mention the risk of communicable dis-
eases,” he said.

Family Business 
So it is no surprise that Thieu - who is

known as the “Rat King” for the trap that
made him a fortune - is an extremely
busy man. “We get requests to come
and catch rats from all over the country
but we can’t take them all up, we just
don’t have the time,” he said. His five
children have all joined the family busi-

ness and between them they now run
six specialised companies to trap rats.
Some 30 million of his special traps have
been sold - they are used throughout
Vietnam but also further afield in neigh-
bouring China and Cambodia. 

And Thieu doesn’t just sell them to
rice farmers either: he’s signed contracts
to help hospitals, hotels, restaurants and

schools to exterminate pests - even the
Hanoi police headquarters. “Once, we
trapped some 300 kilos of rats in just
one night at a tourist resort in Hanoi,” he
said proudly.  Over the last few years, the
rat population has exploded in Vietnam
due to a decline in the population of
their natural predators - snakes and cats. 

Both serpents and felines are popular

delicacies in Vietnam - a country of some
90 million people - and their widespread
consumption, thanks in part to an
increasingly affluent middle class, has
allowed the rat population to grow
unchecked. For this reason, many local
authorities are encouraging people to
kill rats. In Thai Binh, just south of Hanoi,
authorities are offering farmers cash for

rat tails - a means of encouraging them
to kill the pests in a simple intervention
that protects rice crops without using
chemicals.

Grilled or Steamed? 
In addition, rat hunters can also sell

their bounty to restaurants. Paddy rats
are widely consumed in the communist
country, from the Red River Delta in the
north to the country’s rice basket, the
Mekong Delta, in the south. Some of the
rats captured by Thieu in his traps are
sent to restaurants.  Others are given to
the farmers whose fields they were
caught in, who either eat them or use
them to feed their pigs or fish. “For a
long time we’ve eaten rat in Vietnam.
Especially since the war, that was when
people - mostly farmers - started eating
them for want of other meat,” Thieu
said.  Paddy rats - a healthier grain fed
animal than their city cousins - are pre-
pared in a variety of ways nationwide
depending on the province, often grilled
or steamed with lemongrass. “Rat meat
is very oily, like suckling pig, and very
rich in protein,” said Do Van Phong, sit-
ting in a Hanoi restaurant with two large
paddy rats on a plate in front of him.

The dish is popular in Vietnam but
there are no official figures on how
many restaurants serve it.

But anecdotal evidence suggests it is
widely consumed. State media reports
that between three and four tons of
paddy rat a day is imported from neigh-
bouring Cambodia for the restaurant
trade.

According to Phan Phan, a villager in
Dinh Bang district in northern Bac Ninh
province, rat meat has become a key
part of local culture.

“It’s a common dish, it’s good to eat
regularly, especially at family occasions-
even weddings. People think it helps us
to escape bad luck.” —AFP

‘Rat King’ helps farmers fight costly vermin

HANOI: This picture taken on Nov 20, 2014 shows Tran Quang Thieu
(left), nicknamed “Rat King”, and farmer Nguyen Huu Binh collect-
ing trapped rats in a field. —AFP

BALTIMORE: For healthcare workers on the frontlines of the
Ebola epidemic in West Africa, risking their lives in stifling
protective suits, relief could soon be on the way. Researchers
at Johns Hopkins University have developed a new-style out-
fit that is not only more comfortable, but also less likely to
accidentally infect its users. Conceived during a weekend
hackathon in October, it has just won funding from the US
Agency for International Development (USAID), lifting hopes
it could be in production and out in the field in a matter of
months.

“I don’t want to say this is a profound revolution in PPE
(personal protective equipment) suits,” professor Youseph
Yazdi, director of the university’s Center for Bioengineering
Innovation and Design, told AFP. “But you don’t want rocket
science. You want simple improvements that can actually
save lives, have an impact on health and safety ... but get to
the field quick,” he said alongside a bright yellow prototype
mounted on a mannequin in the center’s open-plan design
studio.

Ebola, one of the deadliest viruses known to man, spreads
through direct contact with the bodily fluids of an infected
person - and those who care for the sick are especially vulner-
able. Of the nearly 7,000 people who have so far died of
Ebola, at least 365 were healthcare workers, the World Health
Organization said this week. Existing protective suits help,
but they suffer from shortfalls that the Johns Hopkins team - a
diverse group of about 80 that included doctors, engineers,

technicians, even a Baltimore wedding gown designer - set
out to identify and correct.

Start with Zipper
They started with the zipper. Typically it’s at the front - the

side of a protective suit most likely to be splattered with toxic
bodily fluids, and close to the nose and mouth areas. “It is the
doffing (of a suit) that has a lot of risk,” said Willibrord Shasha,
a doctor with Jhpiego, a non-profit John Hopkins affiliate that
introduces health care innovation into developing countries.
The new suit opens at the back. Reach behind the shoulders,
grab a pair of tabs behind the shoulders, then bend over fully
to the floor and step on the tabs. As the back zip opens, the
suit begins to peel itself off, falling onto the floor with mini-
mal intervention by the wearer, ready for safe disposal.

Improved ventilation and comfort comes from a novel
belt-mounted dry air device. About the size of a large paper-
back novel, it consists of a desiccant canister and a small fan,
connected to the hood with a plastic tube. “I’ve tried it on
myself in a simulation room (at Under Armour, the Baltimore-
based sportswear brand) set at the same conditions as in
West Africa, close to 135 degrees heat index,” Yazdi told AFP.
“You put the suit on, and within like a minute you feel like
you are going to suffocate ... but then, when this dry air is
blowing in, even though it’s hot dry air, it’s a huge relief.”

Another simple but significant variation is the size of the
clear face visor. It’s huge, enabling Ebola sufferers to get a full

BALTIMORE: Dr Youseph Yazdi, Executive Director for
the Johns Hopkins Center for Bioengineering
Innovation & Design, discusses the new and improved
prototype biohazard suit specifically targeted for viral
outbreaks such as Ebola on Thursday. —AFP

view of their caregivers, relate more easily with them and feel
reassured. “I think it will make a lot of people go to hospitals
and health centers, because they’ll know their own people
are treating them, not aliens,” said Shasha, a Cameroon
native who has worked throughout West Africa.

The suit is made of Tyvek, a DuPont synthetic fabric
already widely used for industrial coveralls, heavy-duty mail-
ing envelopes and weather-resistant “housewrap” for build-
ings under construction. “It resists tearing, it resists liquid
penetration so you don’t get any splashes going in, but it also
breathes, so it does have some degree of comfort,” Yazdi
said. Johns Hopkins has already been contacted by manufac-
turers of existing PPE suits keen to make the new outfit - and
Yazdi said they would be best placed to do so. —AFP

New Ebola workers’ suit 
promises comfort, safety



H E A L T H
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2014

LA FLECHE, France: Forget trekking to
the Arctic.  French tourists are opting for
the luxury way to spend the night with a
polar bear: Beside a log fire not far from
home. The only thing on ice is the cham-
pagne. Since it launched “A night at
home with the bear” in October, La
Fleche zoo in western France has
booked up its comfy lodge overlooking
Taiko the polar bear’s enclosure until the
end of 2015. Safari-style lodges are part
of a strategy by French animal parks to
update ageing structures and attract
new visitors. They follow a worldwide
trend, from an Africa-themed resort at a
zoo in Canberra, Australia, to party
nights at zoos from London to Los
Angeles.

La Fleche zoo, which opened in 1946,
was in need of boost when it opened its

first lodge in 2013. Visitor numbers soon
increased and the park now has eight
lodges. Their style reflects the architec-
ture of areas where the neighbouring
animals would normally reside: Arctic
lodges with log fires for observing polar
bears, Asian-style lodges surrounded by
bamboo and rice-paddies for tiger-
watching. With immense bay windows,
the three-star, six-person polar bear
lodge costs at least Ä200 ($250) per
adult per night.

Visitors can observe Taiko and anoth-
er polar bear, Katinka, swimming under-
water through a massive window con-
nected to the comfortable parental
suite. Champagne and a gastronomic
dinner are on the menu, while the howls
of Arctic wolves ring out through the
night. “The idea is that visitors feel like

they’re in a cocoon suspended in time,
totally immersed in the animal environ-
ment,” said the zoo’s owner Stephane
Da Cunha. Six other lodges are due to
open by 2016, ahead of “a big African
savannah project”, to include a hotel
complex for business customers. The
project - which cost more than 300,000
euros ($370,000) for the most luxurious
polar bear section alone - should be
profitable within several years since the
accommodation is fully booked, Da
Cunha said.

Fickle Public 
Other French zoos are trying similar

initiatives, including Cerza, in western
France, and Sainte-Croix, in the north-
east, which houses European animals.
Visitors to Sainte-Croix must wait almost
one and a half years to make a reserva-
tion for its most expensive lodge near
the wolf enclosure, said spokesman
Clement Leroux. Le Pal zoo, in southern
France, will increase its lodges from 24 to
31 in 2015. “There’s an extremely strong
demand,” said its director, Arnaud
Bennet. Zoos have to renovate to keep
up with a fickle public, said Sophie
Huberson, from the national union of
leisure, amusement and cultural spaces.

All zoos which have created unusual
lodgings have seen their takings rise,
Huberson said. “They’ll all end up follow-
ing this model, which lets them increase
their capacity to invest,” she said. “Those
which don’t evolve will see their visitor
numbers drop.” Some zoos, like the main
zoo in Paris, have invested in more natu-
ral and spacious surroundings in a bid to
attract more visitors. They aim to extend
the time visitors stay, so they eat at on-
site restaurants and buy souvenirs, in an
economic model similar to that of theme
parks, Huberson said. —AFP

LA FLECHE, France: Two young women look at Taiko, a polar bear play-
ing in its pond, from their lodge in the zoo of this French western city
on Dec 12, 2014. —AFP

Sleeping with bears: French zoos evolve
Warming leads 

to run-ins with 
polar bears

KUUJJUARAPIK, Canada: Word spread quickly: a polar bear,
then two, were spotted near this remote Inuit village on the
shores of Hudson Bay, about 1,800 km north of Montreal.
Children were whisked indoors. Hunters armed with rifles set out
from Kuujjuarapik on snowmobiles in a blizzard to kill the intrud-
ers, before the bears could get close enough to take a bite out of
any of the town’s 1,500 residents. Clashes between bears and
people so far south of the Arctic were unheard of a century ago.
“Polar bears were just stories when I was growing up in the
1920s,” said elder Alec Tuckatuck. 

But there have been more and more sightings of late, he
said, as warming forces the world’s largest carnivore to aban-
don its traditional ice-covered hunting grounds and migrate
further south. As of early December, stable ice had not yet
formed on Hudson Bay, where the bears would traditionally
feast on seals, adding layers of fat that would carry them
through the next summer. The summers in Kuujjuarapik are
getting longer and winters are relatively “very short,” Tuckatuck
commented. “We now have (only) seven months of snow,” he
lamented.

This is having a dramatic impact on the lives of Inuit and bears
alike - and leading to more unwanted clashes between them,
some even further south than Kuujjuarapik. A polar bear was
spotted in 2010 in Shamattawa, Manitoba, about 400 km south
of Hudson Bay. In the Nunavut hamlet of Taloyoak, six intrepid
polar bears had to be put down in the past three months after
wandering into the community. “They’re not cuddly little Coca-
Cola bears,” Bob Lyall, of the local Hunters and Trappers
Organization, told Canadian media. “They’re hungry bears com-
ing through town and looking for food.”  

In Kuujjuarapik, Inuit hunters have also had to search else-
where than ice floes for food. The bay ice, Tuckatuck said, “can
break up (underfoot) at any time.” Hunters cannot safely venture
onto the ice in search of seals or beluga whales, and so they have
turned their sights inland on caribou - marking a major cultural
shift away from the ice that long sustained their people. —AFP
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Kuwait KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO
WEDNESDAY (18/12/2014 TO 24/12/2014)

SHARQIA-1
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 12:00 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 3:00 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 6:00 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 9:00 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 12:05 AM

SHARQIA-2
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 2:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 4:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 6:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 8:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 10:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-3
HOME 12:30 PM
HOME 2:30 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 4:15 PM
P.K -HINDI 6:45 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 6:45 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 9:45 PM
HOME 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
HOME 11:45 AM
HOME 1:30 PM
HOME 3:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 5:15 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 5:15 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 8:15 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 10:45 PM
HOME 1:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 11:30 AM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 2:15 PM
MONTANA 5:00 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 7:15 PM
MONTANA 10:00 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-3
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 11:45 AM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 1:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 3:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 5:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 7:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 9:45 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 11:45 PM

FANAR-1
FOXCATCHER 11:45 AM
THE GOOD LIE 2:30 PM
FOXCATCHER 4:45 PM
THE GOOD LIE 7:30 PM
FOXCATCHER 9:45 PM
FOXCATCHER 12:30 AM

FANAR-2
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 2:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 4:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 6:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 8:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 10:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:45 AM

FANAR-3
DECOR (Arabic) 11:30 AM
DECOR (Arabic) 2:00 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 4:30 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 7:00 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 9:30 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 12:05 AM

MARINA-1
HOME 11:45 AM
HOME 1:45 PM
HOME 3:30 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 5:15 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 7:45 PM
DECOR (Arabic) 10:15 PM
HOME 12:45 AM

MARINA-2
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 2:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 4:00 PM
PENGUINS OF MADAGASCAR 4:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 6:00 PM

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 8:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 10:00 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 11:30 AM
MONTANA 2:15 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES -3D 4:30 PM
MONTANA 7:15 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 9:30 PM
MONTANA 12:15 AM

AVENUES-1
HOME 1:15 PM
HOME 3:15 PM
HOME 5:15 PM
HOME 7:15 PM
HOME 9:15 PM
HOME 11:15 PM
HOME 1:15 AM

AVENUES-2
THE GOOD LIE 12:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 2:30 PM
THE GOOD LIE 5:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 7:30 PM
THE GOOD LIE 10:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 12:45 AM

AVENUES-3
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES -3D 11:30 AM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 2:30 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES -3D 5:30 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 8:30 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 11:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 12:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 3:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 6:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 9:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 12:30 AM

360º- 1
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES -3D 11:30 AM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 2:30 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES -3D 5:30 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 8:30 PM
P.K -HINDI 8:30 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 11:30 PM

360º- 2
THE GOOD LIE 1:30 PM
THE GOOD LIE 4:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 6:30 PM
THE GOOD LIE 9:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 11:45 PM

360º- 3
MONTANA 1:15 PM
MONTANA 3:30 PM
MONTANA 5:45 PM
MONTANA 8:00 PM
MONTANA 10:15 PM
MONTANA 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.1
THE GOOD LIE 11:30 AM
THE GOOD LIE 1:45 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES -3D 4:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 6:45 PM
THE HOBBIT: THE BATTLE OF THE FIVE ARMIES 9:00 PM
THE GOOD LIE 12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.2
MONTANA 11:30 AM
FOXCATCHER 1:45 PM
FOXCATCHER 4:30 PM
MONTANA 7:15 PM
FOXCATCHER 9:30 PM
MONTANA 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.3
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 2:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 4:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 6:15 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 8:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 10:30 PM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-1
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: SECRET OF THE TOMB 11:45 AM
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM:SECRET OF THE TOMB 1:45 PM

TUITION

ACCOMMODATION

CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION WANTED
FOR SALE

Room for rent in C-A/C flat
from 25 Dec 2014 for couple,
airport road Khaitan. Contact:
66253647.
(C 4889)
17-12-2014

M.Com fifteen years experi-
ence in independently han-
dling accounts of medium
sized companies up to final-
ization level familiar with
computerized accounting
systems seeking suitable
position. Mobile # 66019422. 
(C 4886)
15-12-2014

Mazda CX9 - 2008, run
86,000 km only, registered up
to Nov 2015 & Hyundai,
Tucson 2012, registered up to
Dec 2015. Both vehicles are in
excellent condition and serv-
ices are maintained by the
dealer. Interested person
please call 97894854.
(C 4890)

17-12-2014

We need a teacher for
account’s level 300 & 301. Tel:
99019450. (4888)
16-12-2014

I, A. Sahaya Newton, son of
Thiru Augustine, born on
24th February 1980 (native
district: Tirunelveli), residing
at old No.40, New No.6-40,
Thilagar Street, Perunkudi,
Kavalkinaru, Tirunelveli-
627105, shall henceforth be
know as A. MARIA SAHAYA
NEWTON.
18-12-2014

Mitsubishi Lancer Ex model
2010, km 55,000, golden col-
or, good condition, KD 1850.
Contact: 97800987. 
(C 4887)
16-12-2014

Mitsubishi Galant 2009, blue
color, (4 clr) full options, KD
1450. Tel: 50994848.
(C 4884)

Nissan Pathfinder 2002,
black color, full options. KD
1250. Tel: 66729295.
(C 4885)

Fajr: 05:12

Shorook 06:37

Duhr: 11:45

Asr: 14:35 

Maghrib: 16:53

Isha: 18:16

Prayer timings

THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY FOR 
CIVIL INFORMATION

Automated enquiry about the Civil ID card is

1889988



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 20/12/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
JAI 574 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 239 Amman 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JZR 539 Cairo 00:40
KLM 413 Amsterdam/Dammam 00:40
THY 772 Istanbul 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
QTR 1084 Doha 01:00
RJA 642 Amman 01:05
DLH 637 Dammam 01:15
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:35
MEA 406 Beirut 01:40
JZR 259 Beirut 02:00
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:30
UAE 853 Dubai 02:35
JZR 553 Alexandria 02:45
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 02:50
FDB 067 Dubai 02:55
MSR 612 Cairo 03:10
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:10
KKK 6507 Istanbul 03:20
OMA 643 Muscat 03:25
QTR 1076 Doha 03:45
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:05
KAC 546 Alexandria 04:10
JZR 503 Luxor 05:25
THY 770 Istanbul 05:35
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:40
BAW 157 London 06:40
KAC 416 Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta 06:45
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 07:10
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
QTR 1086 Doha 07:50
KAC 352 Kochi 08:10
KAC 302 Mumbai 08:20
KAC 206 Islamabad 08:25
UAE 855 Dubai 08:40
KAC 362 Colombo 08:45
KAC 344 Chennai 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:20
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 11:00
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:15
KAC 204 Lahore 11:25
MSC 405 Sohag 11:25
JZR 165 Dubai 11:30
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
SYR 341 Damascus 12:00
UAE 871 Dubai 12:50
JZR 241 Amman 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
IAW 157 Al Najaf 13:20
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:35
AGY 680 Alexandria 13:40
KAC 382 Delhi 13:45
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:15
TBZ 5483 Mashhad 14:20
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:25
FDB 057 Dubai 14:30
JZR 175 Dubai 14:45
KAC 742 Dammam 14:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 14:55
GFA 221 Bahrain 15:00
KAC 284 Dhaka 15:15
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:40
KNE 462 Madinah 15:45
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:45
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
FDB 051 Dubai 16:00
KNE 460 Riyadh 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:10
NIA 251 Alexandria 16:15
KAC 562 Amman 16:20
JZR 357 Mashhad 16:30
JZR 257 Beirut 16:30
QTR 1072 Doha 16:40
RJA 640 Amman 16:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:55
IRM 1180 Mashhad 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

IZG 4161 Mashhad 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:55
UAL 982 IAD 17:55
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
UAE 875 Dubai 18:00
JZR 177 Dubai 18:20
KAC 542 Cairo 18:25
KAC 118 New York 18:30
FDB 063 Dubai 18:40
ABY 121 Sharjah 18:40
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:50
KAC 618 Doha 19:15
KAC 674 Dubai 19:25
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:30
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 19:45
IRA 669 Mashhad 19:50
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:55
KAC 104 London 19:55
KAC 614 Bahrain 20:00
JAI 572 Mumbai 20:00
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:05
JZR 189 Dubai 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
FDB 061 Dubai 20:20
KNE 474 Jeddah 20:25
ABY 123 Sharjah 20:35
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:50
KAC 786 Jeddah 21:05
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
MEA 402 Beirut 21:20
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:30
FDB 073 Dubai 21:35
UAE 859 Dubai 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
QTR 1074 Doha 21:55
KNE 480 Taif 22:00
JZR 135 Bahrain 22:05
KLM 415 Amsterdam 22:15
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
FDB 059 Dubai 22:30
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:30
MSC 403 Sohag 22:45
JZR 157 Dubai 23:05
UAL 981 Bahrain 23:10
JZR 185 Dubai 23:15
AGY 684 Sohag 23:15
THY 764 Istanbul 23:35
FDB 071 Dubai 23:45

Departure Flights on Saturday 20/12/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
JZR 562 Sohag 00:05
PIA 206 Lahore 00:40
FDB 072 Dubai 00:45
JAI 573 Mumbai 01:10
KLM 413 Amsterdam 01:55
KAC 203 Lahore 02:00
DLH 637 Frankfurt 02:15
KAC 283 Dhaka 02:25
SAI 442 Lahore 02:30
MEA 407 Beirut 02:40
THY 773 Istanbul 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 03:25
KAC 381 Delhi 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:50
FDB 068 Dubai 03:55
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:10
KKK 6508 Istanbul 04:10
OMA 644 Muscat 04:15
QTR 1085 Doha 04:30
MSC 406 Sohag 05:05
QTR 1077 Doha 05:15
THY 765 Istanbul 05:40
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 06:35
JZR 164 Dubai 06:55
RJA 643 Amman 07:05
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:15
JZR 240 Amman 07:15
THY 771 Istanbul 07:30
JZR 778 Jeddah 07:55
FDB 054 Dubai 08:25
BAW 156 London 08:45
QTR 1087 Doha 08:50
JZR 256 Beirut 09:05
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:50

KAC 101 London/New York 09:50
UAE 856 Dubai 09:55
JZR 174 Dubai 10:10
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:20
KAC 561 Amman 10:25
JZR 356 Mashhad 10:30
FDB 056 Dubai 10:35
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:50
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
KAC 541 Cairo 11:05
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:15
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:25
KAC 741 Dammam 11:45
RBG 554 Alexandria 11:55
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:20
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:25
UAE 874 Dubai 12:30
SYR 342 Damascus 13:00
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
JZR 176 Dubai 13:45
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
IAW 158 Al Najaf 14:20
AGY 685 Sohag 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 15:00
KAC 785 Jeddah 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
TBZ 5484 Mashhad 15:20
KNE 473 Jeddah 15:20
JZR 188 Dubai 15:40
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:45
KNE 471 Jeddah 15:50
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:05
KAC 501 Beirut 16:15
KAC 773 Riyadh 16:20
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:25
KNE 463 Madinah 16:30
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:35
KNE 481 Taif 16:50
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
NIA 252 Alexandria 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:45
JZR 538 Cairo 17:45
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:50
RJA 641 Amman 17:55
IRM 1187 Tehran 18:15
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 156 Dubai 18:30
JZR 184 Dubai 18:40
IZG 4162 Mashhad 18:45
JZR 238 Amman 18:50
JZR 134 Bahrain 19:10
UAL 982 Bahrain 19:15
ABY 122 Sharjah 19:20
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
UAE 876 Dubai 19:40
QTR 1081 Doha 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:55
GFA 218 Bahrain 20:15
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
IRA 666 Esfahan 20:50
KAC 361 Colombo 20:50
JAI 571 Mumbai 21:00
MSR 607 Luxor 21:05
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:05
KNE 475 Jeddah 21:10
KAC 331 Trivandrum 21:10
ABY 124 Sharjah 21:15
KAC 351 Kochi 21:15
FDB 062 Dubai 21:20
OMA 648 Muscat 21:20
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ALK 230 Colombo 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:15
MEA 403 Beirut 22:20
FDB 074 Dubai 22:30
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:30
UAE 860 Dubai 22:50
KNE 461 Riyadh 22:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:55
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
QTR 1075 Doha 23:05
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 23:15
KAC 543 Cairo 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:30
MSC 404 Sohag 23:45
FDB 060 Dubai 23:55

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats
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ACROSS
1. Relating to a recently developed fashion or style.
4. Mature fruiting body of an ascomycetous fungus.
12. System of measurement based on centimeters and grams and seconds.
15. A health resort near a spring or at the seaside.
16. Any of several muscles of the trunk.
17. Temporary military shelter.
18. The sense organ for hearing and equilibrium.
19. Marked by or composed of disconnected parts or sounds.
20. The United Nations agency concerned with the interests of labor.
21. Green algae common in freshwater lakes of limestone districts.
23. Of a temperature scale that registers the freezing point of water as 32 degrees F
and the boiling point as 212 degrees F at one atmosphere of pressure.
24. Of or relating to a hair.
26. Responsibility for a bad situation or event.
28. A hard gray lustrous metallic element that is highly corrosion-resistant.
30. A metric unit of volume equal to one thousandth of a liter.
32. An unexpected winner.
35. Any of several plants of the genus Camassia.
39. Having relatively few calories.
40. A genus of Ploceidae.
42. A Loloish language.
43. Water frozen in the solid state.
46. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
47. (Spanish) Saffron-flavored dish made of rice with shellfish and chicken.
52. Large genus of perennial and biennial pungent bulbous plants.
54. The back side of the neck.
55. A member of the extinct Algonquian people formerly living in northern Indiana
and southern Michigan.
56. Inquire about.
58. A full skirt with a gathered waistband.
66. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
67. A colt with undescended testicles.
70. Emperor of Rome who introduced a degree of freedom after the repressive reign
of Domitian.
71. The use of nuclear magnetic resonance of protons to produce proton density
images.
72. Large arboreal boa of tropical South America.
74. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974) that was responsible for research into atom-
ic energy and its peacetime uses in the United States.
75. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by behavioral and learning disorders.
76. A great raja.
77. The compass point that is midway between north and northeast.

DOWN
1. One thousandth of a second.
2. Large elliptical brightly colored deep-sea fish of Atlantic and Pacific and
Mediterranean.
3. A unit of elastance equal to the reciprocal of a farad.
4. Used in an attack.

C R O S S W O R D 7 6 0
5. (usually followed by `to' or `for') On the point of or strongly disposed.
6. The skilled practice of a practical occupation.
7. Predatory black-and-white toothed whale with large dorsal fin.
8. A scented lozenge used to sweeten the breath (e.g. to conceal the odor of tobac-
co).
9. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flowers.
10. A groove or furrow (especially one in soft earth caused by wheels).
11. Type genus of the Psophiidae.
12. A republic in southern South America on the western slopes of the Andes on the
south Pacific coast.
13. A Russian prison camp for political prisoners.
14. A violent weather condition with winds 64-72 knots (11 on the Beaufort scale)
and precipitation and thunder and lightening.
22. Tall perennial herb of tropical Asia with dark green leaves.
25. Tropical American tree grown in southern United States having a whitish pink-
tinged fruit.
27. Large burrowing rodent of South and Central America.
29. Situated at an apex.
31. A device in which something (usually an animal) can be caught and penned.
33. An alloy of iron with small amounts of carbon.
34. A federal agency established to coordinate programs aimed at reducing pollu-
tion and protecting the environment.
36. Jordan's port.
37. Walk or tramp about.
38. A river that rises in central Germany and flows north to join the Elbe River.
41. No longer having or seeming to have or expecting to have life.
44. A British imperial capacity measure (liquid or dry) equal to 60 minims or 3.5516
cubic centimeters.
45. Shrubby lichens of the family Usneaceae having a flattened thallus.
48. Trace the shape of.
49. Being ten more than one hundred forty.
50. Speaking a Slavic language.
51. A gliding joint between the distal ends of the tibia and fibula and the proximal
end of the talus.
53. Denoting a quantity consisting of six items or units.
57. The capital and largest city of Yemen.
59. A United Nations agency created to assist developing nations by loans guaran-
teed by member governments.
60. A sudden short attack.
61. French couturier whose first collection in 1947 created a style (tight bodice and
narrow waist and flowing pleated skirt) that became known as the New Look (1905-
1957).
62. The inner and longer of the two bones of the human forearm.
63. A theocratic republic in the Middle East in western Asia.
64. Divisible by two.
65. Any competition.
68. The longer of the two telegraphic signals used in Morse code.
69. Aircraft landing in bad weather in which the pilot is talked down by ground con-
trol using precision approach radar.
73. A person who announces and plays popular recorded music.
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BALTIMORE: Olympic swimming superstar Michael
Phelps appears in court yesterday in his home state
of Maryland for driving under the influence of alco-
hol and speeding.

Phelps-the most decorated Olympian of all time
with 18 golds out of 22 total medals-has been sus-
pended from competition for six months since his
arrest in September.

He has said he was “deeply sorry” for the DUI rap,
which prompted him to check into a six-week rehab
program amid questions over his return to competi-
tion.

Police say Phelps’ white Land Rover was doing 84
miles (135 kilometers) per hour in a 45 mph zone in
Baltimore’s Fort McHenry Tunnel early on the morn-
ing of September 30. “He was unable to perform sat-
isfactorily a series of standard field sobriety tests,”
police added in a statement at the time.

Phelps was charged with driving under the influ-
ence (DUI) of alcohol, excessive speed and crossing
double lane lines. The swimming champion quickly
expressed remorse, telling his 1.6 million Twitter fol-
lowers he took “full responsiblity” for the “severity” of
his actions.

“I know these words may not mean much right
now but I am deeply sorry to everyone I have let
down,” he said, as USA Swimming barred him from
competition until April.

Phelps retired from competitive swimming after
the 2012 Olympics in London, but launched a come-
back earlier this year.

He made a dazzling return to international com-
petition in August, picking up three gold medals at
the Pan Pacific Championships in Australia.

His strong showing, under the guidance of his
longtime coach Bob Bowman, bolstered hopes he

might compete for the United States at the 2016
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro.

In recent weeks, he has been seen training at the
storied North Baltimore Aquatic Club. He has also
posted upbeat Thanksgiving family photos on his
Instagram feed.

Ten years ago, as a teenager, Phelps pleaded
guilty to driving while impaired in rural Maryland.

He was sentenced to 18 months’ probation and
fined $250 for what he later described as an “isolated
incident.” Lawyers specializing in DUI cases doubted
Phelps would do jail time, given how no accident
occurred and that a decade has elapsed since his last
offence.

“He’s probably looking at a suspended jail sen-
tence,” Scott Richman, who has prosecuted hun-
dreds of DUI cases,  told the Baltimore Sun newspa-
per. —AFP

Michael Phelps set to appear in US court over DUI rap

MARRAKESH: FIFA president Sepp Blatter arrives for a press conference in the Moroccan city of Marrakesh.
Top US lawyer Michael Garcia resigned as the football ruling body’s chief corruption investigator in protest
at the handling of his report by FIFA’s leadership. —AFP

MARRAKECH: FIFA’s executive committee has unanimously
agreed to allow the publication “in an appropriate form” of the
report on the bidding process for the 2018/2022 World Cups, but
gave no indication of when it might happen.

Soccer’s governing body had previously said it could not
publish the 430-page report of former investigator Michael
Garcia for legal reasons but will now do so once “ongoing proce-
dures against individuals are concluded”, FIFA president Sepp
Blatter said in a statement yesterday.

Soccer’s governing body had been under pressure to publish
a redacted version of Garcia’s report to help shed light on what
happened during the turbulent process for the tournaments
awarded to Russia and Qatar respectively. In the statement FIFA
said it had asked the Adjudicatory Chamber of the Independent
Ethics Committee to publish the report in “an appropriate form”
once ongoing procedures against individuals are concluded. “I
am pleased they have agreed. It has been a long process to
arrive at this point and I understand the views of those who have
been critical,” Blatter said.

“We have always been determined that the truth should be
known. That is, after all, why we set up an independent Ethics
Committee with an investigatory chamber that has all necessary
means to undertake investigations on its own initiative.”

The decision followed a presentation by Domenico Scala,
head of FIFA’s audit and compliance committee and one of only
six people to have seen the report.

Garcia, who said himself that the report should be published,

spent 18 months investigating allegations of corruption in the
bidding process, during which he interviewed 75 witnesses.

Evidence
In November, FIFA’s ethics judge Hans-Joachim Eckert issued

a 42-page summary based on Garcia’s report which identified
cases of “inappropriate conduct” in a number of the bids but
said there was not enough evidence to justify re-opening the
bidding process.

In yesterday’s statement, Blatter reiterated that the bidding
process for the awarding of the 2018 and 2022 World Cups
would not be re-opened. “We will not revisit the 2018 and 2022
vote and a report by independent, external legal experts com-
missioned by Mr. Scala supports the view that there are no legal
grounds to revoke the Executive Committee’s decision on the
award of the 2018 and 2022 World Cups,” he said.

“Now it is important that the work of the Ethics Committee
continues and that any instances of wrongdoing are fully investi-
gated and their perpetrators pursued and sanctioned.”

Garcia, who appealed against the summary of his investiga-
tion, saying it contained misrepresentations, resigned on
Wednesday, one day after a FIFA tribunal ruled his application to
be inadmissible.

Blatter announced yesterday that Swiss lawyer Cornel
Borbely would take over as acting chairman of the investigatory
chamber and said the full Garcia report has been made available
to the Swiss General Attorney’s office. —Reuters

FIFA to publish Garcia 
report in ‘appropriate form’

Bruised Toulon 
limp back to 

Top 14 action
PARIS: French and European champions Toulon return to Top 14
duty today missing a host of international stars and bristling with
resentment over a 12-week ban handed out to full-back Delon
Armitage.

Adding to the champions’ discomfort is the knowledge that
fellow cash-rich giants Racing-Metro have already started their
assault on future domination with their audacious capture of All
Blacks superstar Dan Carter.

Toulon have a one-point lead over Clermont at the top of the
table ahead of their game against relegation-threatened Lyon on
Saturday.

But they go into the match without lock forward Bakkies
Botha (nose injury), back rower Steffon Armitage (shoulder),
scrum-half Sebastien Tillous-Borde (knee) and winger Bryan
Habana (knee). 

All were hurt in their bruising back-to-back European Cup
confrontations against Leicester while 31-year-old full-back
Delon Armitage has been banned for three months after being
found guilty of using offensive language towards spectators at
Leicester’s Welford Road ground in the first match between the
two sides.

“It’s incomprehensible,” Toulon president Mourad Boudjellal
told La Provence in reaction to the suspension. “This is not nor-
mal, it’s based on allegations of two spectators. We have not
ruled out taking legal action against the two English supporters.”

Toulon are still also without long-term injury victims hooker
Craig Burden and back row forward Juan Martin Fernandez
Lobbe as well as star fly-halves Matt Giteau and Frederic
Michalak. Racing Metro, who are four points off the lead, host La
Rochelle still riding high after their capture of Carter for the 2015
campaign.

The 32-year-old New Zealand fly-half will move to France after
the 2015 World Cup on a deal reported to be worth up to 1.6 mil-
lion euros ($2 million) per season, which would make him the
best-paid player in the world.

Of more immediate concern to Racing is the loss until the
middle of February of Irish fly-half Jonathan Sexton, who has
been forced to rest following a series of hits to the head while on
international duty.

Racing are also without fly-half Johannes Goosen, winger
Juan Imhoff, centres Jamie Roberts and Alexandre Dumoulin as
well as scrum-half Mike Phillips.

Third-placed Stade Francais face Grenoble, in sixth, on Friday
as the Top 14 weekend gets underway.

Stade’s back row forward Antoine Burban will return after an
absence of three months with a foot injury for a game in which a
victory would take the Parisians to the top of the pile.

A win would also be a third on the road this season after a 25-
22 victory at Castres and a 28-24 triumph at Toulon.

“We must remain humble and as usual go about our business
with serenity and determination,” said Stade coach Gonzalo
Quesada.

Today, 19-time champions Toulouse, the only side left in the
European Champions Cup with a perfect record of four wins in
four games, look to translate that form into their mediocre
domestic season. —AFP
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ATLANTA: In this Sept. 3,  2012, file photo, Atlanta Braves’ Kris Medlen pitches against the Colorado Rockies during the
first inning of a baseball game in Atlanta. Former Atlanta right-hander Medlen has agreed to an $8.5 million, two-year
contract with the Kansas City Royals after missing last season while he recovered from Tommy John surgery. —AP

KANSAS CITY:  After twice having Tommy John surgery, Kris
Medlen was looking for a team to give him a chance. The
defending AL champions were willing to take the gamble.

Kansas City announced an $8.5 million, two-year contract
Thursday with the former Atlanta right-hander, who missed all
of last season and became a free agent when the Braves failed
to offer a contract by the Dec. 2 deadline.

“I think my career is kind of based on not only being given
opportunities but also putting myself in position to take
advantage of those opportunities,” said Medlen, who is on
track to join the Royals mid-season. “Injury wise it hasn’t
helped, but I feel like this is another opportunity given to me.”

Medlen will make $2 million next year and $5.5 million in
2016 and could earn up to $10 million in performance bonus-
es based on starts and innings. The deal includes a 2017
option with a $1 million buyout. The 29-year-old went 14-12
with a 3.11 ERA in 2013, his only full season as a starter, and
went 4-0 with a 1.00 ERA in his last five starts.

Medlen, who hurt his elbow in spring training, also missed
most of the 2011 season while he was rehabbing from Tommy
John surgery.

“We expect Kris to be more of a second-half guy,” Royals
general manager Dayton Moore said. “Kris is going to want to
get out of the gate and go. We have a two-year commitment
with him and the bottom line is yeah, we need him to help us
win a World Series, but more importantly, we need to have
him have another 10-plus years in the big leagues.”

The 29-year-old Medlen went 15-12 with a 3.11 ERA in
2013, his only full season as a starter. 

He was at his best late in the season, going 4-0 with a 1.00
ERA in his last five starts. Medlen was expected to fill a spot in
the Braves’ rotation this past season, but he hurt his elbow in
spring training and required surgery. He also had Tommy John
surgery late in the 2010 season.

“It’s tough enough going through it once,” Medlen said.
“It’s terrible going through it twice.” —AP

Anna Fenninger 
fastest in Women’s 
downhill training

VAL D’ISERE: Anna Fenninger posted the fastest time in a
World Cup downhill training run yesterday with Austrian
teammate Regina Sterz in second and Lindsey Vonn third.

Training was interrupted for about 45 minutes after
Austrian skier Stefanie Moser crashed, and many racers
struggled with a difficult jump near the top of the Oreiller-
Killy course. Austrian team doctor Klaus Pribitzer said in a
statement that Moser sustained a mild concussion and
damaged interior ligaments in her right knee. She was to
travel back to Austria later Friday to undergo further tests.

Fenninger, who is second in the overall standings
behind Tina Maze, was .42 seconds faster than Sterz and.
45 quicker than Vonn.

“Moser crashed, everyone had problems with the jump,
so I was a bit nervous. I didn’t ski my best,” said Vonn, who
lost about half a second on her run. “Apart from my mis-
take, it was a pretty fast run and it gives me confidence for
tomorrow.”

Vonn was a little surprised by the intensity of the jump,
which had to be slightly flattened following Moser’s crash.
“It’s not that far, it’s just really high off the ground and
then right when you land it’s a little compression,” the
American said. “All things considered it was a pretty solid
time. I know I can do much better but I’m confident and I
feel good.”

The downhill race is today, followed by a super-G
tomorrow. Vonn, coming back from a career-threatening
knee injury, won a downhill in Lake Louise, Canada, this
month, her first win in nearly two years. The next day, the
four-time World Cup champion was second in a super-G.

Her previous World Cup victory was in GS in January
2013 in Maribor, Slovenia, and she has raced only seven
races since. Less than two months after that win, she
injured her right knee in a crash at the world champi-
onships. —AP

SAN DIEGO: Slugger Matt Kemp has joined the Padres after
San Diego and the Los Angeles Dodgers finalized a five-play-
er trade Thursday night.

The teams agreed to the trade last week during the win-
ter meetings in San Diego. It was the first of three big deals
by new Padres general manager A.J. Preller, who also has
added outfielder Wil Myers, the 2013 AL Rookie of the Year,
from Tampa Bay and All-Star catcher Derek Norris from
Oakland.

The Padres, desperate to pump up the worst offense in
the majors, also get $32 million from the Dodgers to help off-
set the $107 million remaining on Kemp’s contract. The
Padres’ obligation of $75 

million to Kemp over five years becomes the biggest deal
in club history.  Kemp twice made the All-Star team during
his time in L.A., as well as winning two Gold Glove and two
Silver Slugger awards. His 182 homers rank fourth in Los
Angeles Dodgers history.  San Diego also gets catcher Tim

Federowicz. The Dodgers receive catcher Yasmani Grandal
and right-handers Joe Wieland and Zach Eflin.

Padres President Mike Dee declined to comment on
reports that the team was concerned with certain aspects of
Kemp’s physical. “It was a process that played out in a way
that was, I think, consistent with what we thought going into
it,” Dee told The Associated Press. “We had a player that had
some prior injures and we wanted to make sure we did a full
exam. A.J. and his team did their due diligence, conferred
with our medical team and ultimately were comfortable
moving forward.” Kemp has had shoulder and ankle opera-
tions in recent years. Last May, he was groomed to play left
field because the Dodgers weren’t confident he could han-
dle the defensive demands of playing center field after
undergoing ankle surgery the previous offseason.

Suspended
The Padres had a historically awful offense in the first

half of 2014 before pulling out of it to finish third in the NL
West. Still, they were at the bottom of the majors with a
.226 average, .292 on-base  percentage and 535 runs. Their
109 homers were the second-fewest in the bigs.

The 30-year-old Kemp had a strong second half in 2014
for the NL West champion Dodgers.  He finished the sea-
son with a .287 average, 25 home runs and 89 RBIs.

Grandal, 26, led the Padres with 15 homers last season
while hitting .225.  Grandal was suspended for the first 50
games of 2013 after testing positive for testosterone and
then tore up his right knee in a collision at the plate that
July. He’s also played first base.  An 11-player, three-team
trade that will bring Myers to the Padres is expected to be
finalized Friday morning.

On Thursday night, Preller made a deal with Oakland to
obtain Norris and minor league right hander Seth Streich
for righties Jesse Hahn and R.J. Alvarez along with an inter-
national signing bonus slot. —AP

Padres, Dodgers finalize Kemp trade

Kris Medlan and Royals agree 
to $8.5 million, 2-year deal

VAL GARDENA: Kjetil Jansrud speeds down the
course during an alpine ski, men’s World Cup
downhill, in Val Gardena, Italy, yesterday.
Jansrud finished in second place.  —AP
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KUWAIT: Tournament of Sheikh Jaber
Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah will conclude today
at Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic
Shooting Complex. The competition last-
ed three days as shooters competed in
the Olympic 10m pistol and rifle as well
as archery.  Secretary General of the Arab
and Kuwait Shooting Federations Obaid
Al-Osaimi expressed thanks to Sheikh
Jaber Al-Abdallah who is among the pio-
neers and founders of the shooting
sports club, and supporter of shooters as
he encourages them to continue making
achievements and keep Kuwait’s flag
always flying high in their international,
Arab,  regional and Gulf tournaments. 

He said that KSSC board of directors
appreciate the countless stands and con-

tributions by Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah to
shooting in Ahmadi governorate ranges
since its establishment and have gone
through several stages until it occupied
its international status.

Al-Osaimi lauded the preparations
and facilities made by the organizing
committee, and thanked the media for
their role in the success of the Shooting
Sporrt Club events. He also invited all
shooting enthusiasts to come to the club
and enjoy the competition and encour-
age shooters to be at their best.

Results of the first day 
competition are as follows:

10m air gun-shooting school-men: 
1-Abdullah Ahmad Al-Mutairi 178/200

2-Abdullah Adel Al-Mutairi 164/200
3-Abdullah Fahad Al-Shimmari

123/200
10m air pistol- juniors men

1- Khalifa Zaid Al-Thafiri 548/600
2- Mohammad Mishal Al-Thafiri

525/600
3- Abdulrahman Al-Balood 489/600

10m air gun-juniors-men
1- Ali Farhan Al-Mutiri 615.2
2- Mohammad Adel Abdelrahman

610.4
3- Abdelmalek Fahad Al-Enezi  583.4

10m air pistol- men
1- Saad Mane’ Al-Ajmi- National

Guard                193
2- Ali Saad Al-Mutairi - KSSC

190.

Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdallah Al-Sabah shooting tourney to conclude today

JACKSONVILLE: Jordan Todman pro-
duced a 62-yard touchdown run to help
the Jacksonville Jaguars beat the
Tennessee Titans 21-13 on Thursday in a
clash between struggling teams already
looking ahead to next season.

The Jaguars trailed 10-0 but rallied
with 21 unanswered points, with their
final TD coming on Todman’s long run
in the fourth quarter.

“I heard the call (for me to carry the
ball), and it was my first carry of the day
so I was excited,” Todman told reporters.

“I saw there was an opportunity to
cut it back and make a guy miss and
then it was off to the races. It was a great
feeling. Everything happened to fall in
place.”

Jacksonville accumulated 177 yards
on the ground and did not turn the ball

over to earn the victory, their second in
four games after they had started the
season 1-10.

Rookie quarterback Blake Bortles
played through a sprained right foot
and sparked his team’s comeback with a
four-yard pass to Mercedes Lewis in the
second quarter.

Bortles only tossed for 115 yards but
also ran for 50. Jacksonville running
back Toby Gerhart gave the Jaguars a
14-10 lead with a one-yard plunge in the
third before Todman did the rest.

Tennessee’s last victory came against
Jacksonville on Oct 12 and the Titans (2-
13) now have lost nine consecutive
games.

“It’s all about winning in the National
Football League,” Titans wide receiver
Leon Washington said.

“We didn’t win the game so we’ve
got to figure out a way as to how do we
get over the hump.”

Third-string quarterback Charlie
Whitehurst started for Tennessee and
was solid in throwing for 287 yards, one
touchdown and no interceptions.

He connected with Leon Washington
on an eight-yard TD in the first quarter
while Ryan Succop booted two field
goals to account for the rest of the
Titans’ scoring.

Whitehurst completed 24-of-35 pass-
es in place of Jake Locker and Zach
Mettenberger, who are both out with
shoulder injuries.

Tennessee wide receiver Kendall
Wright caught four passes for 73 yards
in his return from a two-game absence
with a hand injury. —Reuters

Todman run helps Jaguars 
take down Titans 21-13

JACKSONVILLE: Jacksonville Jaguars running back Jordan Todman (30) smiles as he runs 62 yards for a
touchdown against the Tennessee Titans during the fourth quarter of an NFL football game Thursday, in
Jacksonville, Fla. —AP

Obaid Al-Osaimi

Seahawks set sights 
on playoff return

LOS ANGELES:  Super Bowl champions Seattle will try to move
closer to an NFL post-season berth today when they take on
playoff-bound Arizona in an NFC West division clash.

Heading into the penultimate week of the regular season, 21
teams are still eyeing the playoffs.

Only three teams-Denver, Indianapolis and New England-
have locked up division titles and Arizona are the only other
club to have punched their post-season ticket.

The Cardinals were assured of their first playoff berth since
2009 on Sunday, and a 12th win of the season would give them
the division crown as well as home field advantage throughout
the NFC playoffs-but victory will be a tall order against the surg-
ing Seahawks, who are still in the hunt themselves for the NFC
West crown.

The Seahawks have won four straight and seven of their last
eight. “We’re having a great time right now,” Seahawks safety
Earl Thomas said. Arizona are also down to their third quarter-
back, after Drew Stanton exited 

early from last week’s win against St Louis with a right knee
injury. Stanton was making his fifth start since Carson Palmer
went down with a season-ending left knee injury in November.

That leaves Ryan Lindley, now seeing his first NFL action
since 2012, to guide the Cardinals offense as they try to maxi-
mize their chances of a Super Bowl appearance in a season in
which their home stadium is hosting the championship extrav-
aganza.

NFC East leaders Dallas control their own destiny as they
host AFC South champions Indianapolis.

They can clinch a playoff spot with a win and a loss for
Philadelphia at Washington in another NFC East clash today.

“We can’t really worry about how it all plays out,” Cowboys
tight end Jason Witten said. “We have to handle our business
and control what we can. At this point in the season, you know
what you are playing for and it’s just one game at a time.”

The Cowboys’ league-leading rusher DeMarco Murray broke
his left hand in a win over Philadelphia last week, but has
returned to limited practice and could play.

Pittsburgh can clinch at least a wildcard berth with a victory
over Kansas City.

At 9-5 they are tied for second with Baltimore in an AFC
North headed by Cincinnati, who face a tough contest with
Denver on Monday.

Baltimore, meanwhile, visit a Houston team that will have
rookie Tom Savage at quarterback because of a leg injury to
Ryan Fitzpatrick.

NFC South showdown 
New Orleans host Atlanta in a game that could prove crucial

in deciding the NFC South title.
The Saints lead the weak division but both Atlanta and

Carolina remain in the mix.
Carolina will host Cleveland this week, and the Panthers

need to win their last two games and have the Saints lose at
least once to gain the division title.

Panthers quarterback Cam Newton is expected to start as he
continues to progress after breaking two bones in his lower
back in a road accident last week.

The Detroit Lions will try to take another step toward a play-
off berth and perhaps the NFC North crown as they visit
Chicago. —AFP
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BRISBANE: India were fighting back after
Australia gained a 97-run innings lead on the
back of another century from new skipper
Steve Smith and a wagging tail in the second
Gabba Test yesterday.

The tourists had cut the deficit back to 26
runs by the close on the third day at 71 for
one with Shikhar Dhawan on 26 and
Cheteshwar Pujara not out at 15.

The day belonged to the Australians, trail-
ing by 187 runs at the start but piling on 258
runs for the last four wickets with Smith lead-
ing the way.

Smith posted his second ton of the series
and Johnson a swashbuckling 88 off 93 balls
to give Australia the edge to win the Test
over the closing two days and take a 2-0 lead
in the four-match series.

Smith and Johnson shared in a ground
record 148-run stand for the seventh wicket
to take the steam out of the Indians.

“It was six for 240-odd and India were
bowling well and Mitchell Johnson came out
and really took it to the Indian bowlers,”
Smith said.

“Our whole tail batted beautifully and to
get us above 500 was remarkable, we had a
good day of cricket and hopefully we start
well in the morning and pick up a few wick-
ets.”

Mitchell Starc chipped in with 52 off 59
balls, Nathan Lyon hit 23 and Test debutant
Josh Hazlewood cracked an unbeaten 32 to
frustrate India’s attempts to wrap up the
innings.

Starc bounced back from his indifferent
bowling in the first innings and struck a major
blow with the wicket of Murali Vijay for 27 in
the 11th over of India’s second innings.

Vijay, who had scored three consecutive
half-centuries including 144 in the first
innings in Brisbane, was in two minds
whether to play only for the ball to strike his
bat and hit the stumps.

The day’s highlight was Johnson’s game-
changing innings, which finished tantalisingly
short of his second Test century when he was
caught behind off Ishant Sharma for 88 off 93
balls with 13 fours and a six.

Smith followed five balls later when he
was finally dismissed in the series for 133.

He inside-edged Sharma onto his stumps
to end a 303-minute vigil. It had taken India
704 minutes to finally get Smith’s wicket over
three innings.

‘Leaking runs’
Smith scored 162 and 52 in last week’s

Adelaide Test win and continued to be the
bane of the tourists with another consum-
mate knock.

Smith, who took over the captaincy after
Michael Clarke injured his right hamstring in
the first Adelaide Test, was the fifth Australian
skipper to score a century in his first Test as
captain.

Monty Noble, Clem Hill, Lindsay Hassett
and Greg Chappell all scored hundreds in the
first innings of their debut Test as skipper
with Chappell the last against the West Indies
at the Gabba in 1975.

India began the third day well with two
wickets inside the opening hour but
Johnson’s lusty hitting quickly swung the
game Australia’s way.

India’s tactics of sledging and bowling
short to Johnson back-fired as it only served
to energise him and attack the bowling.

“They tried to be quite aggressive with
Mitch bowling short and trying to get stuck
into him and I think that played into his
favour,” Smith said.

“Mitch and Rohit (Sharma) were having a
little bit of banter. Mitch took them on and
they didn’t really have an answer for him.”

The dramatic turnaround came after the
dismissals of Mitchell Marsh and Brad Haddin
inside the first hour of play.

Marsh did not offer a shot and was bowled
for 11 by Ishant Sharma, probably expecting a
higher bounce.

Speedster Varun Aaron produced a vicious
throat ball on his first delivery after drinks
that Haddin could only fend away to bat-pad
where Pujara took an easy catch for six.

“We took two early wickets in the morning,
but after that (there were) too many bounc-
ers,” paceman Umesh Yadav said.

“We were leaking runs, at least 50 runs.
We started trying different things. We’re try-
ing our best, but sometimes we’re leaking
runs.” — AFP

India 1st innings 408 (M. Vijay 144, A. Rahane
81; J. Hazlewood 5-68) 
Australia 1st innings (Overnight: 221-4)
C. Rogers c Dhoni b U. Yadav 55  
D. Warner c Ashwin b U. Yadav 29  
S. Watson c Dhawan b Ashwin 25  
S. Smith b I. Sharma 133 
S. Marsh c Ashwin b U. Yadav 32  
M. Marsh b I. Sharma 11  
B. Haddin c Pujara b Aaron 6   
M. Johnson c Dhoni b I. Sharma 88  
M. Starc b Ashwin 52  
N. Lyon c Ro. Sharma b Aaron 23  
J. Hazlewood not out 32  
Extras (lb-4 nb-10 w-5) 19  
Total (all out, 109.4 overs) 505 
Fall  of wickets: 1-47 D. Warner,2-98 S.
Watson,3-121 C. Rogers,4-208 S. Marsh,5-232
M. Marsh,6-247 B. 

Haddin,7-395 M. Johnson,8-398 S. Smith,9-454
N. Lyon,10-505 M. Starc
Bowling:
I. Sharma 23-2-117-3(nb-6 w-2), V. Aaron 26-1-
145- 2(nb-4 w-1), U. Yadav 25-4-101-3(w-2), R.
Ashwin 33.4-4-128-2, Ro. Sharma 2-0-10-0.                 
India 2nd innings    
M. Vijay b Starc 27  
S. Dhawan not out 26  
C. Pujara not out 15  
Extras (lb-2 nb-1) 3   
Total (for 1 wickets, 23 overs) 71  
Fall of wickets: 1-41 M. Vijay
To bat: V. Kohli, A. Rahane, R. Sharma, M.
Dhoni, R. Ashwin, I. Sharma, V. Aaron, U.
Yadav.
Bowling: M. Johnson 8-3-29-0(nb-1),  J.
Hazlewood 6-0-24-0, M. Starc 4-1-10-1, S.
Watson 5-3-6-0.

Aussies edge ahead of 
India with Smith ton

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at stumps on the third day in the second Test between Australia and India yester-
day in Brisbane, Australia.

BRISBANE: India’s Shikhar Dhawan (L) completes a run as Australia’s wicketkeeper Brad
Haddin prepares to catch the ball during the third day of the 2nd cricket Test match
between Australia and India at Gabba in Brisbane yesterday. — AFP 

CENTURION: Vernon Philander took four wick-
ets to plunge the West Indies into trouble on
the third day of the first Test against South
Africa at SuperSport Park yesterday.

The West Indies were 184 for six at tea, still
368 runs behind South Africa’s first innings total
of 552 for five declared.

A double strike by Philander ended a promis-
ing opening partnership by the West Indies,
with both opening batsmen falling to the accu-
rate fast-medium bowler.

His third wicket was the crucial one, that of
West Indian veteran Shivnarine Chanderpaul,
and he dismissed Jermaine Blackwood in the
last over before tea.

Kraigg Brathwaite and Devon Smith saw off
South Africa’s new ball attack, putting on 72 for
the first wicket before Philander dismissed both
in successive overs.

The right-handed Brathwaite looked solid
and well-organised from the start, but left-han-
der Smith survived a confident appeal for leg
before wicket by Philander with his score on five
in the second over.

Smith was given not out by umpire Billy
Bowden. South Africa sought a review. It
showed the ball clipping the outside of leg
stump and the decision stayed with the umpire.

Smith went on to make 35 before being
caught behind off Philander’s fourth ball of a
second spell.

He was given not out by umpire Bowden but
Philander immediately asked for a review which
showed a faint bottom edge as Smith played a
cramped pull shot.

The catch was taken by AB de Villiers, who
took over the gloves after regular wicketkeeper
Quinton de Kock sprained his right ankle during
the warm-up. Faf du Plessis was also not on the
field, suffering from stomach cramps.

Brathwaite fell for 34 in Philander’s next over,
edging a low catch to Hashim Amla at first slip.

Philander took two for two in four overs in
his second spell.

Kyle Abbott had Leon Johnson caught at
cover for 33 after lunch and Morne Morkel
took the important wicket of Marlon Samuels,
who chopped the ball on to his stumps after
making 33, the fourth successive batsman to be
dismissed in the thirties.

That left Chanderpaul holding West Indian
hopes, but Philander returned to the attack and
had the left-hander caught at second slip for 21,
with Blackwood following in similar fashion four
overs later. Philander had taken four for 26 at
tea. — AFP

Philander plunges 
W Indies into trouble

PRETORIA: West Indies batsman Devon Smith plays an LBW delivery from South Africa’s
bowler Vernon Philander on the third day of their 1st cricket test match at Centurion Park in
Pretoria, South Africa, yesterday. — AP
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LOS ANGELES:  Shortly after the Los Angeles Kings gave up
their eighth consecutive goal to St. Louis over the last two
games, the defending Stanley Cup champions finally gathered
themselves and answered back. Martin Brodeur and the Blues
were overwhelmed by the response. Anze Kopitar had a career-
high five points, Jake Muzzin scored the tiebreaking power-play
goal with 11:02 to play, and the Kings rallied from an early
three-goal deficit for a 6-4 victory Thursday night.

“Some teams would probably pack it in after the 3-0 (deficit),
but not this team,” said Kopitar,  who had a goal and four
assists. “We have a lot of character. We have a lot of guys that
care about each other and like playing for each other.”

Marian Gaborik had two goals and an assist, while Jeff Carter
had a goal and three assists as the champs avenged a 5-2 loss in
St. Louis on Tuesday with just their second win in seven games.

The Kings limped home from a 1-3-1 road trip and played an
ugly first period - but just as they’ve done in the last three post-
seasons, they remained masters of raising their game when
absolutely necessary.

“There was no question we thought we could come back,”
Gaborik said. “We thought we had a chance always. It feels like
the playoffs - two big, heavy-duty teams playing each other like
that.”

Dwight King also scored from mid-ice with 7:54 left on a
bizarre bounce over Brodeur, capping a rough third start for St.
Louis by the NHL’s career victories leader.

David Backes, Dmitrij Jaskin and Kevin Shattenkirk scored in
a 2:48 span of the first period for the Blues, whose five-game
winning streak ended. Jori Lehtera also scored for St. Louis,
which hadn’t allowed more than four goals in a game this sea-
son. “We were careless at times, and that’s a big part of it,” Blues
coach Ken Hitchcock said. “We did a really poor job of manag-
ing the puck as the game went on, so we turned it into a track
meet.”

After Carter tied it with his first goal in 14 games, Muzzin put
the Kings ahead with a wicked wrist shot just underneath
Brodeur’s crossbar. King then padded the lead with a dump-in
shot that inexplicably leaped over Brodeur’s shoulder.

“I knew it was going to be a bad bounce, so I wanted to cov-
er the low part of the net,” Brodeur said. “But I didn’t expect that
thing to go right over my head. It was almost like a lacrosse ball.
It kind of gained speed on the second bounce. It never hap-
pened to me before.”

Brodeur returned to St. Louis’ net for the first time since Dec.
8, facing Jonathan Quick in a matchup of two goalies with a
combined five Stanley Cup championships, six Jennings
Trophies, four Vezina Trophies, three Olympic medals, a Conn
Smythe Trophy and 158 NHL playoff victories.

Brodeur and Quick both were shredded, yet each also made
a handful of highlight-reel saves in the third period of a wide-
open game. Quick made 24 saves, and Brodeur stopped 31
shots.

St. Louis swiftly seized a 3-0 lead starting with Backes’ adroit
deflection on a power play for his eighth goal. “It was good and
bad to get that lead,” Brodeur said. “I think when you come in
from a long road trip like the Kings did, they took their medi-
cine. But then they really picked up their game, played physical
and created a lot of offense.”

Kopitar scored just his second goal in 15 games on a setup
from Gaborik, who tied it later in the second period with his sec-
ond power-play rebound goal - his fifth goal in three games.

St. Louis went back ahead just 36 seconds later when
Lehtera flipped a soft backhand past Quick for just his first goal
in 15 games since Nov. 15.

PITTSBURGH 1,  COLORADO 0
Blake Comeau scored 2:24 into overtime to give the

Pittsburgh Penguins a 1-0 victory over the Colorado Avalanche
on Thursday night. Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 29 shots, regis-
tering his sixth shutout of the season just hours after the
Penguins thought their starting goalie had the mumps.

Fleury, who recorded his 34th NHL shutout, was tested after
missing Wednesday’s practice with an illness, but the results
came back negative and he was cleared for Thursday’s game.
Sidney Crosby also returned Thursday after missing three
games with the mumps, as the Penguins managed three wins

and five of a possible six points without their captain. They
have won six of nine. Comeau’s goal was his 11th of the sea-
son. He tapped the winner past goalie Calvin Pickard after
Evgeni Malkin deflected Rob Scuderi’s shot from the point in
front. Pickard stopped 47 shots for the Avalanche, who lost for
the sixth time in seven games.

HURRICANES 4, MAPLE LEAFS 1
Justin Faulk had a goal and an assist, and Eastern

Conference-worst Carolina broke a six-game losing streak with
a win over previously surging Toronto. The Hurricanes (9-19-3),
who entered with the NHL’s worst record, had scored only one
goal in each game of their skid. Their offensive outburst
snapped the Maple Leafs’ six-game winning streak.

Chris Terry, Andrej Sekera, and Elias Lindholm also scored
for Carolina. Nathan Gerbe and Eric Staal both had two assists.
The Hurricanes are 19-7-1 against the Maple Leafs in the last 27
meetings. Dion Phaneuf scored for Toronto. Cam Ward had 25
saves for Carolina. Toronto’s Jonathan Bernier stopped 33
shots.

CAPITALS 5, BLUE JACKETS 4, OT
Eric Fehr scored 42 seconds into overtime to lead

Washington over Columbus. The Capitals extended their point
streak to seven games and snapped the Blue Jackets’ winning
streak at seven. Joel Ward, Jason Chimera, Karl Alzner and Troy
Brouwer also scored for the Capitals, 5-0-2 in their last seven
games - including a 20-round shootout loss at Florida on
Tuesday. Braden Holtby had 22 saves. Nick Foligno had two
goals and an assist, Michael Chaput scored his first NHL goal,
and Jack Johnson also tallied for the Blue Jackets, who fell one
short of tying the team’s longest winning streak. Bobrovsky
stopped 31 shots. Columbus went past regulation for the fifth
straight game and for the sixth time in seven.

PANTHERS 2, FLYERS 1, SO
Dave Bolland scored the winning goal in the shootout to

lead Florida over Philadelphia. Brandon Pirri also had a goal in
the shootout for Florida (14-8-8), which played beyond regula-
tion for the fourth straight game.

The Panthers were coming off Tuesday’s 2-1 victory over

Washington that set an NHL record by going 20 shootout
rounds. Nick Bjugstad scored the winning tally in the shootout
of that game but missed against Philadelphia. This one took
six rounds as only Pirri and Philadelphia’s Jakub Voracek
scored in the three regulation rounds of the shootout. After
Bolland beat Steve Mason, Roberto Luongo stopped Sean
Couturier to send the Panthers to the win. Florida improved to
4-4 in shootouts while Philadelphia dropped to 0-5. Scottie
Upshall scored in regulation for Florida. Voracek had
Philadelphia’s goal.

DUCKS 2, CANADIENS 1
Matt Beleskey scored the tiebreaking goal in the third peri-

od to lead Anaheim over Montreal in a game the host
Canadiens lost top scorer Max Pacioretty to an injury. Hampus
Lindholm also scored for Anaheim and Frederik Andersen
made 23 saves for his 18th win. David Desharnais scored for
Montreal, and Carey Price stopped 21 shots. Pacioretty left the
game 4 minutes into the third period after taking a late hit
into the boards from Anaheim’s Clayton Stoner. Pacioretty

spent several seconds on his knees before being helped to
the dressing room. With P.K. Subban just stepping out of the
penalty box, Beleskey got the go-ahead score - his team-lead-
ing 15th goal - by beating Price at 8:33 of the third period.

SHARKS 4, OILERS 3
Matt Tennyson and Barclay Goodrow scored within 34 sec-

onds of each other midway through the third period to lift
San Jose Sharks over Edmonton.

Logan Couture and James Sheppard also scored for the
Sharks, who won their season-best fourth straight and
eight of nine overall. Steven Pinizzotto and Ryan Nugent-
Hopkins scored a couple of minutes apart in the second
period to give the offensively challenged Oilers a 3-2 lead.
Boyd Gordon, in his first game since returning from a back
injury, also scored. Edmonton scored three goals for the
first time in 10 games but still fell a fifth straight time in San
Jose. The Oliers have not won when scoring at least three
goals since Nov. 9, a span of 19 games. Edmonton has
scored a league low 69 goals. —Agencies

LA Kings erase deficit, 
move past Blues 6-4

MONTREAL: David Desharnais No 51 of the Montreal Canadiens shoots the puck in front of Clayton Stoner No 3
of the Anaheim Ducks during the NHL game at the Bell Centre on Thursday in Montreal, Quebec, Canada. —AFP
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LISBON: Benfica’s Brazilian forward Jonas Oliveira (L) heads the ball with Braga’s defender Andre Pinto during the
Portuguese Cup football match SL Benfica vs SC Braga at the Luz Stadium in Lisbon on Thursday. —  AFP 

PARIS: Marseille, Paris Saint-Germain and Lyon head into
the final round of games before Christmas this weekend
looking to take the symbolic crown of Ligue 1’s ‘Autumn
Champions’.

The significance of being on top of the table at the sea-
son’s halfway stage is debatable, although PSG looked
down on the rest of Ligue 1 at Christmas in each of the last
two years before eventually being crowned champions in
May. The capital club come into this weekend in second
place, a point behind leaders Marseille, with Lyon two
points off top spot in third place.

OL managed to close the gap on the top two after both
suffered defeats last weekend, with Paris losing for the first
time in the league this season at Guingamp.

Laurent Blanc’s side host Montpellier at the Parc des
Princes on Saturday, and there is pressure on PSG after
they followed losses to Barcelona in the Champions League
and then Guingamp with an unconvincing 3-1 victory at

second-tier AC Ajaccio in the League Cup in midweek. “We
are a team who are going through a bad spell, and at times
like that nothing smiles for you,” said Blanc, whose biggest
problem just now lies in central defence, where Brazilian
duo Thiago Silva and David Luiz are struggling to find their
best form. 

“It is true that our defence has been a recurring problem
since the start of the season, and it is something of a para-
dox that we also have the best defence in the league. “Our
biggest job is there, although there are other things we
need to do.” Mid-table Montpellier have scored seven
goals in their last two games, but  PSG should be too
strong for the 2012 champions, with the likes of Silva,
Thiago Motta and Zlatan Ibrahimovic set to return
refreshed after being rested in midweek. Before that game,
Blanc had declared that some of his players would “stay
behind to recharge a little physically and mentally to be
ready for the match against Montpellier”.

However, visiting coach Rolland Courbis is relishing the
chance to spring a surprise. “End the year with a win at
Paris Saint-Germain? Now there’s a challenge,” he said. “I
want my team to get in amongst them and bother them.” 

Courbis and his side host PSG in their next competitive
match too as the two came out of the hat together in the
French Cup draw, with the last-64 tie to be played in early
January.

Monaco unhappy 
A victory for PSG will take them above Marseille, at least

before Marcelo Bielsa’s side play on Sunday at home to
Lille. The visitors come into the game fresh from beating
Bordeaux on penalties in the League Cup on Wednesday
night and must now try to stop OM recording a ninth
straight league win at the Stade Velodrome. Lyon, mean-
while, travel to Bordeaux chasing a fourth successive
league win and a return to form after being eliminated
from the League Cup on penalties by Monaco. —AFP

MADRID: Barcelona’s star strikers will need to rediscover their
scoring touch to stay in the title race in La Liga as the Catalan out-
fit host struggling Cordoba today.

In the absence of the injured Neymar, Lionel Messi and Luis
Suarez drew a blank in a 0-0 draw at Getafe last weekend that saw
Luis Enrique’s men fall four points behind in-form league leaders
Real Madrid. However, with the European champions playing San
Lorenzo in the final of the Club World Cup on Saturday evening,
Barca can cut the gap to a single point heading into the new year.

“Ahead of the match against Cordoba, it is important to end
the year on a winning note and give some joy to the fans,” mid-
fielder Ivan Rakitic said on Thursday.

Barca will end the year having failed to claim a single trophy
for the first time in six years, but, despite an indifferent start to
Luis Enrique’s time in charge, Xavi Hernandez is confident of end-
ing that drought in what is likely to be the final season of his illus-
trious Barcelona career.

“The motivation doesn’t stop with the passing of the years,” he
said. “To play for the best team in the world always carries the
same motivation. “We will fight for the three competitions. It will
be difficult, but we  believe we can fight for the league, the Copa
del Rey and the Champions League.”

Enrique is hopeful of having Neymar and Daniel Alves back fit
from ankle and hamstring injuries respectively. However, Pedro
Rodriguez showed he can be a capable understudy for the
Brazilian should Neymar miss out again as he netted a hat-trick in

the 8-1 humiliation of Huesca in the Copa del Rey on Wednesday
that sealed a 12-1 aggregate victory.

Tough task 
Champions Atletico Madrid have a tougher task to prevent los-

ing more ground in their unlikely attempt to retain their title
when they visit Athletic Bilbao on Sunday.

Atletico slipped seven points off the pace with their first
league defeat at home in 19 months last weekend to Villarreal.

Diego Simeone rested a host of first-team regulars as Atletico
set up a Cup last-16 meeting with Real Madrid against Hospitalet
on Thursday, but he will be without arguably their two best play-
ers this season in Koke and Mario Mandzukic due to suspension at
San Mames. Mandzukic’s absence is likely to mean a rare start for
Antoine Griezmann up front, and the Frenchman has a good
record against Athletic having scored three times in Basque der-
bies before moving to the Spanish capital from Real Sociedad in
the summer.

Athletic fought back from a goal down to claim a 1-1 draw in
the latest Basque derby last weekend, but will also be missing a
key player as Aymeric Laporte serves a one-game ban after being
sent-off late on at Anoeta.

Villarreal’s shock victory at the Vicente Calderon last weekend
has ramped up the excitement in the race for the Champions
League places with Atletico in third and Malaga in seventh sepa-
rated by just five points. —AFP

Koeman says Saints
can recover

from reality check
SOUTHAMPTON: Ronald Koeman believes
Southampton’s clash with Everton at St Mary’s today will
provide a vital test of his team’s character.

Saints manager Koeman had enjoyed an almost perfect
introduction to life in the Premier League during the
opening months of the campaign as the Dutchman
steered Southampton up to second place.

But a run of five successive defeats-four in the league
followed by Tuesday’s shock loss in the League Cup quar-
ter-finals at third tier Sheffield United-has threatened to
take the gloss off the club’s start.

And despite a number of players being sidelined for
the visit of Roberto Martinez’s side, Koeman has called on
his squad to provide a positive response and get their sea-
son back on track. “Injuries and suspensions are part of
football but in the last few weeks maybe that’s one of the
reasons we have found it tough,” Koeman said.

“We had to change too much in the team, too many
players are not 100 per cent in a physical way and the
team is maybe a little bit more down. “But we know we
have to accept that and there is no time to be down. We
have to go on and we need to give a good reaction. “It’s
about the character of the team that we have to show on
Saturday.  “Every game is tough, you have to be prepared
for every game, bring a lot of spirit with you. You need the
qualities and you have to learn, that’s the most important
message.” Koeman, meanwhile, insists he will not be able
to afford to sign Galatasaray’s Dutch midfielder Wesley
Sneijder in the January transfer window. “I’m interested,
but I know we can’t pay him,” he said.

McCarthy injury an issue
Everton manager Martinez revealed the club are

searching for the perfect formula to keep James McCarthy
fit for the rest of the season.

McCarthy has been struggling with a hamstring injury
recently and the midfielder will face a fitness test for
Saturday’s game. And Martinez admitted the club are
working behind the scenes to get the bottom of how to
keep the Republic of Ireland international in prime condi-
tion and enable him to feature as much as possible.

“The type of injury he has comes from overload, play-
ing too many games,” Martinez said.

“You get to a point as a young man you need to get the
right load in training, the right way of recovering to be
able to play three games in a week.  That’s what we are
trying to find out.

“Maybe James needs to train less in order to play more
games, or maybe the nutrition, maybe the way of recover-
ing needs changing. We need to find what is putting extra
pressure on his tissues.”

Everton winger Kevin Mirallas and midfielder Leon
Osman will miss out against the Saints with ankle injuries,
although Martinez confirmed neither player will be absent
for too long. “We were worried after the QPR game with
Kevin because it was a tackle on him where the ankle was
damaged,” he added. —AFP

Marseille, PSG and Lyon in three-way fight in France

Barca hope to end year 
on Madrid’s coattails
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FIFA Club World 
Championship

Cruz Azul v Auckland 19:30
beIN SPORTS 7 HD
Real Madrid v Lorenzo 22:30
beIN SPORTS 7 HD

English Premier League
Man City v Crystal 15:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Aston Villa v Man United 18:00 
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Hull City v Swansea 18:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
QPR v West Bromwich 18:00
beIN SPORTS 6 HD
Southampton v Everton 18:00 
beIN SPORTS 9 HD 
Tottenham v Burnley 18:00 
beIN SPORTS 8 HD 

Spanish League
Barcelona v Cordoba 18:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Levante v Sociedad 20:00 
beIN SPORTS 6 HD 
SD Eibar v Valencia 22:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD 
Sunday
Rayo v Espanyol 0:00

Italian Calcio League
AS Roma v AC Milan 22:45 
beIN SPORTS 3 HD

German Bundesliga
Werder Bremen v Dortmund 17:30 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD
Wolfsburg v FC Koln 20:30 
beIN SPORTS 4 HD

French League
PSG v Montpellier 19:00
beIN SPORTS 5 HD 
Lorient v Nantes 22:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD 
Rennes v de Reims 22:00 
beIN SPORTS 5 HD
FC Metz v AS Monaco 22:00
beIN SPORTS 6 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON: Liverpool will hope to draw inspiration from
memories of last season’s thrilling 5-1 demolition of
Arsenal when the teams resume hostilities in the Premier
League at Anfield this weekend.

Arsene Wenger’s side were routed on their last trip to
Liverpool’s famous stadium in February, when a devastat-
ing four-goal salvo inside the first 20 minutes left the north
London club reeling.

It was the start of an 11-game winning run that took
Liverpool to within sight of the title. Their subsequent col-
lapse has been followed by a wretched start to the current
campaign, with last weekend’s chastening 3-0 defeat at
Manchester United leaving them 18 points behind leaders
Chelsea in 11th place. But having emerged from a taxing
trip to Championship leaders Bournemouth in the League
Cup with a 3-1 victory in mid-week, manager Brendan
Rodgers is hopeful that his side have turned a corner.

“Slowly we are getting there. I’ve said that my teams
have shown at Liverpool that we get better and better,”
Rodgers said after Liverpool’s quarter-final success at Dean
Court. “A lot of players are adapting. I’ve been looking to
find ways and solutions to make us more creative as we
haven’t been that at all this season and that is the mark of
the team.” Arsenal lost 3-2 at Stoke City in their last domes-
tic away game, but have since produced back-to-back 4-1
wins over Galatasaray in the Champions League and
Newcastle United in the league. The home victory over
Newcastle left Wenger’s side in sixth place in the table, five
points clear of Liverpool and two points shy of the
Champions League places. Wenger has revealed that

winger Theo Walcott, who has played only two games this
season following a long-term knee injury, is in contention
to feature after shrugging off a groin complaint. “He is back
in training today (Thursday), but only today,” Wenger told
the club website. “I might take him. I don’t know yet until
he is back to full training. Let’s see.”

Christmas number one 
Chelsea’s three-point lead over second-place

Manchester City, coupled with a superior goal difference
(+23 to +19), means that they are practically assured of
being in first place on Christmas Day.

But with Jose Mourinho’s side not in action until
Monday, when they welcome Stoke to Stamford Bridge,
champions City can draw level with them by winning at
home to Crystal Palace on Saturday.

While City are on a five-match winning run in the
league, cross-town rivals Manchester United will be looking
to record a seventh consecutive victory when they travel to
Aston Villa. Last Sunday’s victory over Liverpool enabled
Louis van Gaal’s team to remain eight points behind
Chelsea and five behind City, prompting captain Wayne
Rooney to declare that they still have designs on the title.

Villa saw a five-game unbeaten run come to an end in a
1-0 loss at West Bromwich Albion last weekend and have a
dismal home record against United, who they have not
beaten in the league at Villa Park since August 1995.

Fourth-place West Ham, beaten only once in their last
10 matches, host bottom club Leicester, who are now five
points from safety. Leicester have not won since stunning

Manchester United 5-3 in September, but West Ham man-
ager Sam Allardyce says that Nigel Pearson’s team are no
pushovers. “Leicester are a hard team to break down. They
work very hard for each other,” he told his pre-match
media conference. “Despite their run of games without a
win, they haven’t been turned over by anyone-it’s only ever
by the odd goal-so there are a lot of dangers in Nigel’s
teams that we need to be well aware of.”

Fifth-place Southampton are on a very different trajec-
tory to West Ham and saw their run of consecutive defeats
extended to five on Tuesday when they crashed to third-
tier Sheffield United in the League Cup.

Ronald Koeman’s side entertain Everton today.
Elsewhere, improving Burnley visit Tottenham Hotspur in a
near dress  rehearsal for next month’s FA Cup third-round
encounter, while Sunderland visit Newcastle on Sunday for
the first Tyne-Wear derby of the campaign.

Fixtures
Today (1500 GMT unless otherwise stated):
Aston Villa v Manchester United, Hull City v Swansea

City, Manchester City v Crystal Palace (1245 GMT), Queens
Park Rangers v West Bromwich Albion, Southampton v
Everton, Tottenham Hotspur v Burnley, West Ham United v
Leicester City

Tomorrow:
Newcastle United v Sunderland (1330 GMT), Liverpool v

Arsenal (1600 GMT)
Monday (2000 GMT):
Stoke City v Chelsea. — AFP

Drifting Liverpool seek Arsenal spark

MANCHESTER: Manchester City manager
Manuel Pellegrini claims he has complete faith
in French defender Eliaquim Mangala ahead of
the Premier League clash with Crystal Palace at
Eastlands today.

City captain Vincent Kompany has been
ruled out until the start of 2015 with a recur-
rence of a hamstring problem, so Mangala will
get a run of games at centre-back alongside
Martin Demichelis.

And Pellegrini believes the France interna-
tional, who joined the English champions from
Porto during the close season for £24.3 million
($38 million), will prove his worth during a hec-
tic festive period after struggling at times in his
first season in the Premier League. “Of course
we have a lot of trust in Mangala. That’s why we
bought him,” Pellegrini said. “Maybe he has
made some mistakes in the Premier League and
maybe he has delayed a bit to be settled here.

“But we continue to trust in him because I
am sure he is a very good player, he is a very
young player and he will be a very important
centre-back for our team.”

City are also set be without influential for-
ward Sergio Aguero against Palace as he recov-
ers from a knee injury.

But Pellegrini remains confident that the
Argentina international will be fit in time for
City’s Champions League tie with Barcelona in
February. “Sergio has a torn ligament and I
think it will be long before the Champions
League tie against Barcelona, probably in the
first weeks of January,  that he wil l  play,”
Pellegrini added.

City’s striker shortage 
City are without all three of their main strik-

ers at the moment, with Edin Dzeko (calf) and
Stevan Jovetic (hamstring) also both set to be
absent through injury this weekend.

Pellegrini is contemplating whether or not
to use midfielders David Silva, Samir Nasri or
James Milner out of position in attack against
Palace, while 18-year-old forward Jose Angel
Pozo remains another option.

“We will see what works and which players
will play in that position,” Pellegrini said.

“At the moment, we are trying to keep our
minds open and recover as soon as we can with
all the players, because we have few strikers.”

Palace boss Neil Warnock insists his side will
travel to Manchester convinced they can dent
second placed City’s hopes of catching leaders
Chelsea. The south London club have lost just
one of their last five league games but remain
in the thick of the relegation battle, positioned
one point and two places above the bottom
three. “City are just hitting that form aren’t
they? It’s always difficult to go to there with
them being the champions as well and playing
some wonderful football,” Warnock said.

“But we’ve been playing well. I know we
haven’t scored the goals that our play has war-

ranted really. I don’t think we have any fear.
“We realise we’ve really got to be on top of

our game if we’re going to come away with
anything. “We know our goalkeeper has got to
play well, we know our back four has got to
play well and we’ve got to create chances.

“So it’s a matter of we’ve all got to be on top
form and hope that one or two of their lads are
a bit below.”

Warnock has ruled out a loan move for for-
mer England left-back Ashley Cole who has
struggled to establish himself with Italian club
AS Roma. “We have already been told that
there is no way he is coming back. He is enjoy-
ing himself over there. I don’t think there is any
chance whatsoever,” Warnock added. — AFP

Pellegrini backs Mangala 
to shine for Man City

NAPLES: Napoli’s Argentinian forward Gonzalo Higuain (L) fights for the ball with
Parma’s Italian defender Alessandro Lucarelli during the Italian Serie A football match
SSC Napoli vs Parma FC Thursday at the San Paolo stadium in Naples. — AFP 
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Warriors beat Thunder after Durant injury

OAKLAND: Golden State Warriors’ Andre Iguodala celebrates after scoring against the Oklahoma City Thunder during the first half of an NBA basketball game Thursday, in
Oakland, Calif. —AP

OAKLAND:  Stephen Curry had 34 points and nine
assists, and the Golden State Warriors rallied from an
early 17-point deficit to beat Oklahoma City 114-109 on
Thursday night after Thunder star Kevin Durant left
with a sprained right ankle. Durant scored a season-
high 30 points on 10-for-13 shooting in a spectacular
first half that ended with him stepping on Marreese
Speights’ foot. The Thunder said Durant had a mild
ankle sprain, and the NBA MVP did not return.
Oklahoma City had won seven straight games, which
was the longest active streak in the league after
Memphis snapped Golden State’s 16-game winning
streak Tuesday night. Curry added seven rebounds, and
Klay Thompson scored 19 points for the Warriors, who
played without injured center Andrew Bogut (right
knee) and forward David Lee (left hamstring) again.
Russell Westbrook led the Thunder with 33 points.

Pelicans 99, Rockets 90
Anthony Davis had 30 points, 14 rebounds and five

blocks to lead New Orleans over Houston. The Pelicans
trailed by one early in the fourth quarter before using a
7-0 run to take a 79-73 lead and they didn’t trail again.
Ryan Anderson scored the last five points in that spurt
to help New Orleans snap a six-game skid in Houston.
Jrue Holiday added 16 points with 10 assists for New
Orleans and Anderson had 16 points.  James Harden
scored 21 and Dwight Howard had 17 points with 13
rebounds for the Rockets, who lost for just the second
time in nine games. Harden entered leading the NBA in
scoring and had scored more than 40 points in two of
his last three games. But he had a tough night by his
standards and made just eight of 23 shots.

Bulls 103, Knicks 97
Jimmy Butler scored a career-high 35 points and

Chicago beat New York in a game missing All-Stars
Derrick Rose and Carmelo Anthony. Playing without
Rose, who sat out with an illness, the Bulls got another
strong game from Butler. He was 11 of 21 from the floor
with four 3-pointers, five rebounds, seven assists and
four steals. Still, the Bulls had trouble shaking a short-
handed New York team that’s lost three straight and 13
of 14.Pau Gasol scored 20 points for Chicago, which
went on a 12-0 run in the fourth quarter to take an 87-
77 lead. The Knicks were led by Tim Hardaway Jr., who
had 23 points and five 3-pointers. Anthony was side-
lined with a sore left knee. New York also was without
Andrea Bargnani (right hamstring), Cleanthony Early
(right knee), Iman Shumpert (left shoulder) and J.R.
Smith (left foot).

Bucks 108, Kings 107
Brandon Knight scored 20 points and Milwaukee

spoiled DeMarcus Cousins’ return to the struggling
Sacramento Kings. With their inside game lacking due
to missing players, the Bucks shot well from the
perimeter for much of the night in winning their third
in four games. They went 10 of 14 from 3-point range in
the first half and made 13 overall from beyond the arc.
O.J. Mayo and Jared Dudley added 19 points apiece for
Milwaukee, outscored 48-26 in the paint. Playing for
the first time in more than three weeks, Cousins looked
fatigued at times but still had 27 points, 11 rebounds
and five assists in nearly 33 minutes for the Kings. He
missed a 15-foot jumper at the buzzer that would have
won it. Cousins sat out 10 straight games with viral

meningitis, and the Kings went 2-8 in his absence. He
last played Nov. 26 at Houston. Ben McLemore scored
22 points, and Rudy Gay had 20 points and nine
rebounds.  Sacramento has dropped five straight and

10 of 12. The Kings were playing their second game
since the surprise firing Sunday of coach Michael
Malone, who was replaced by interim coach Tyrone
Corbin. —AP

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L  PCT GB      
Toronto 20 6 .769 -       
Brooklyn 10 14 .417 9       
Boston 9 14 .391 9.5   
NY Knicks 5 23 .179 16      
Philadelphia 2 22 .083 17      

Central Division
Chicago 16 9 .640 -       
Cleveland 14 10 .583 1.5   
Milwaukee 14 13 .519 3       
Indiana 8 18 .308 8.5   
Detroit 5 21 .192 11.5  

Southeast Division
Washington 18 6 .750 -       
Atlanta 18 7 .720 0.5   
Miami 12 14 .462 7       
Orlando 10 18 .357 10      
Charlotte 6 19 .240 12.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Portland 20 6 .769 -       
Oklahoma City 12 14 .462 8       
Denver 10 15 .400 9.5   
Utah 7 19 .269 13      
Minnesota 5 19 .208 14      

Pacific Division
Golden State 22 3 .880 -       
LA Clippers 18 7 .720 4       
Phoenix 13 14 .481 10      
Sacramento 11 15 .423 11.5  
LA Lakers 8 17 .320 14      

Southwest Division
Memphis 21 4 .840 -       
Houston 19 6 .760 2       
Dallas 19 8 .704 3       
San Antonio 17 9 .654 4.5   
New Orleans 13 12 .520 8

NBA results/standings

Chicago 103, NY Knicks 97; New Orleans 99, Houston 90; Milwaukee 108, Sacramento 107;
Golden State 114, Oklahoma City 109.




