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NEW YORK: With the sprint for Olympic gold over,
the marathon run for the Stanley Cup begins this
week with the opening round of the National
Hockey League playoffs.

While the Sochi Games was a two-week gold
rush, the quest for the Stanley Cup is an ultimate
test of endurance requiring the eventual champi-
ons to persevere through four best-of-seven series
before lifting the NHL’s top prize.

The first round gets underway on Wednesday in
what will be as much a battle of survival as a sport-
ing contest for the 16 teams that qualified after an
82-game regular season.

Such is the ferocity of the postseason that
Boston Bruins forward Patrice Bergeron played
through torn rib cartilage, a broken rib, a separated
right shoulder and a punctured lung in last year’s
final against the Chicago Blackhawks before spend-
ing three days in a hospital.

Still stinging from last season’s loss, the Bruins
are back in the playoffs, this time as the NHL’s most
complete team and with the added benefit of
home-ice advantage in each series they play after
finishing first overall during the regular season.

No team knows more about the postseason
grind than Boston’s first-round opponent, the
Detroit Red Wings, who are back in the playoffs for
a remarkable 23rd consecutive year after sneaking
in as the Eastern Conference’s second wild card.

The Bruins and Red Wings, two of the NHL’s
Original Six franchises, will clash in the playoffs for
the first time since 1957 when their series opens on
Friday. “We’re team oriented,” said Bruins head
coach Claude Julien.  “We focus on the big goal and
what it takes to get there and our guys have
bought into that.”

Swept from the East final last year by Boston,
the Metropolitan Division champion Pittsburgh
Penguins are looking for a measure of revenge as
they launch their Cup bid against a Columbus Blue
Jackets team competing in their second playoffs.

Once again Pittsburgh will be led by captain
Sidney Crosby, who finished the regular season as
the NHL’s leading scorer.

Canadian attention will be fixed on the Montreal
Canadiens, who will carry the hopes of a nation
into the playoffs and try to bring the Stanley Cup to
its spiritual home for the first time since 1993,

when they won their record 24th championship.
The Canadiens open on Wednesday against the

Tampa Bay Lightning, who have sniper Steven
Stamkos back at full fitness after missing a large
chunk of the season with a broken leg.

The other East matchup is a mouth-watering
one between the New York Rangers and arch-rival
Philadelphia Flyers. The Anaheim Ducks took the
top seed in the Western Conference and will open
against a Dallas Stars team returning to the post-
season for the first time since 2008.

Anaheim is led by Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry,
who finished in second and fifth, respectively, in
league scoring and have plenty of depth and expe-
rience with evergreen forward Teemu Selanne,
Saku Koivu and gritty Dustin Penner.

The speedy Stars can counter with young tal-
ents Tyler Seguin and Jamie Benn but will need
something special from netminder Kari Lehtonen if
they are to pull off a first-round shocker.

The Colorado Avalanche have been one of the
season’s big surprises going from 29th place last
year to taking top spot in the Central Division,
earning them a first-round meeting with the

Minnesota Wild. First year head coach and former
Colorado goaltending great Patrick Roy is sure to
be a contender for NHL coach of the year honours
while Semyon Varlamov has been one of the NHL’s
best netminders and could be in line for a Vezina
Trophy nomination at the league’s top goalie.

The West’s two other matchups are also intrigu-
ing with the Blackhawks opening defence of their
Stanley Cup crown against the fading St. Louis
Blues and the San Jose Sharks taking on the rival
Los Angeles Kings in an all-California series.

The old saying goes that defence wins titles and
the Kings have the best defence in the league and
a playoff tested netminder in Jonathan Quick.

The Sharks have reached the playoffs 10 consec-
utive seasons, including three trips to the confer-
ence finals, but have never been able to get over
the hump and get to the Cup finals.

The Blackhawks received good news on
Monday that captain Jonathan Toews and Patrick
Kane are both expected back in the lineup for
tomorrow’s Game One against the injury-ravaged
Blues, who enter the postseason mired in six-game
losing skid. — Reuters

Olympic sprint gives way to Stanley Cup marathon

PRETORIA: The prosecutor in the murder trial
of Oscar Pistorius ended his five-day cross-
examination of the double amputee track ath-
lete yesterday with a stark summary of how
he shot his girlfriend, insisting he killed her
deliberately after an argument.

“You fired four shots through the door
whilst knowing that she was standing behind
the door,” said prosecutor Gerrie Nel, known in
South Africa as “The Pitbull” for his hectoring
style of questioning.

“She was locked into the bathroom and
you armed yourself with the sole purpose of
shooting and killing her.” “That is not true,”
said 27-year-old Pistorius, who faces life in
prison if convicted of murder.

Pistorius has broken down in tears on
many occasions during the questioning, and
at one point retched into a bucket on the wit-
ness stand after being shown grisly pictures
of Reeva Steenkamp after the shooting on
Valentine’s Day last year.

He insists he killed the 29-year-old law
graduate and model accidentally after mistak-
ing her for an intruder hiding behind a closed
toilet door. Yesterday he told the court he had
pulled the trigger without thinking after hear-
ing a noise behind the door, out of terror and
fear that his and Steenkamp’s lives were in
danger.

“I was extremely fearful, overcome with a
sense of terror and vulnerability,” said
Pistorius, whose lower legs were amputated
as a baby. “I didn’t think about pulling the trig-
ger, as soon as I heard the noise, before I
could think about it, I pulled the trigger.”

The athlete’s voice quivered as he recount-
ed how he was “overcome with terror and
despair” on finding her bloodied body
slumped against the toilet after he broke
down the door with a cricket bat.

“I was broken, I was overcome, filled with

sadness,” he told judge Thokozile Masipa,
adding he urged Steenkamp to hold on while
he sought help from neighbours at his high
security Pretoria residence. Pistorius insists he
and Steenkamp were in a loving, if fledgling,
relationship, despite phone text messages
read in court which pointed to some argu-
ments. Yesterday he read a Valentine’s Day
card his girlfriend got for him before her
death. “Roses are red, violets are blue,” the
card begins. “I think today is a good day to tell
you that I love you,” the message concludes,

the last part in Steenkamp’s own words. The
trial has drawn wide interest both in South
Africa and abroad.

Before the shooting, Pistorius was one of
South Africa’s most revered sportsmen,
admired for his prowess on the track using
carbon-fibre prosthetics that earned him the
nickname “The Blade Runner” and brought
him a clutch of Paralympic medals. The
defence later moved onto questioning its
third witness, with the trial looking likely to
run into next month. — Reuters

Prosecutor wraps up
Pistorius trial grilling

PRETORIA: Oscar Pistorius (center) leaves the high court in Pretoria. Pistorius is charged
with murder for the shooting death of his girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp, on Valentines Day
in 2013. — AP

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
announced the winners of the second draw
in its campaign “win 32 travel packages for
two to the 2014 FIFA World Cup” in partner-
ship with Visa International. Ten NBK cus-
tomers won full travel packages to attend
the first game in this competition, one of
the most popular events in the world.

NBK is the only official non-host retail
banking partner of the 2014 FIFA World
Cup in Kuwait, in association with Visa, the
official FIFA partner. NBK new and current
Visa Cardholders and customers transfer-
ring their salaries or student allowances to
NBK still have the chance to win one of the
left 12  travel packages to Brazil before the
campaign concludes on 30th of April, 2014.

Moosa Mohammad Reda Marifi, Hamad
Issa Al Hamad, Siham Khazaal Merhij,
Basmah Saoud Al Marzouk, Saleh Hasan Al
Harbi,  Haya Sabah Al Ghanim, Mona
Abdulaziz Al Mukhaizeem,  Al Shaikh
Mohamed Abdullah Al Sabah, Anwar
Jadaan Al Azmi and Yasmeen Abdulmohsin
Al Wazan each won a full travel package for
two to the 2014 FIFA World Cup matches,
with all expenses paid by NBK. Each travel
package includes two round trip airline
tickets, two match tickets with hotel
accommodation for four nights, and trans-

fer service for both winner and guest.
NBK Visa Cardholders (prepaid, credit

cards) will get one chance to enter the
draw for every KD 20  spent locally using
their NBK Visa Cards for all purchases dur-
ing the promotion period. NBK Visa
Cardholders (debit, prepaid and credit
cards) can also triple their chances to win
while spending overseas during traveling
or on the internet.

All current and new NBK customers who
have their salary transferred to NBK will be
eligible to get 10 chances to win in each
draw for every transfer, while all current
and new Al Shahab customers who transfer
their student allowance to NBK will get 5
chances to win in each draw. 

NBK and Visa Worldwide have once
again partnered to bring the thrill and
enthusiasm of the 2014 FIFA World Cup to
Kuwait. NBK is privileged to be the first and
only bank in Kuwait to reward its customers
with this exclusive offer.

FIFA World Cup is one of the world’s
most popular sporting events. NBK hosted
the 2014 FIFA World Cup Winner’s Trophy
on its first visit to Kuwait last April. NBK
Credit Cards are accepted worldwide and
are the safest, most convenient and
rewarding way to pay. 

NBK announces the second group 
of winners to the 2014 World Cup

LONDON: Formula One is on the right track
with its new V6 turbo engines and the govern-
ing body can ignore criticism from those in
the sport pushing their own agendas, accord-
ing to former FIA president Max Mosley.

The International Automobile Federation is
conducting a study into the noise of the new
power units, which critics have said is not loud
or exciting enough compared to the old V8s.

Ferrari president Luca di Montezemolo has
talked scathingly of racers becoming ‘taxi driv-
ers’ because of the importance of fuel econo-
my while F1 supremo Bernie Ecclestone has
said changes must be made. FIA president
Jean Todt has ruled out any rethink, however.

Mosley, speaking to Reuters at his London
home after three of the season’s 19 races, said
his French successor was handling the situa-
tion much as he would have done. “I’d do pret-
ty much what Jean is doing, which is take no
notice,” he smiled.

“Or pay lip service to the discussion - ‘Oh,
that’s interesting, Bernie’ - but in the end take
no notice because there’s nothing anybody
can do, the regulations are fixed, nobody can
change anything.

“If you try to change them, Mercedes will
stop you and your own rules stop you. So
there’s nothing to discuss until 2015 and
arguably not even then because of the notice
periods. So Jean can just very gently take the
Mickey.” The new power units, which include
energy recovery systems harnessing exhaust
gases and brake heat, were introduced this
season in the biggest technical change in
decades. Mercedes have emerged as the dom-
inant power, chasing their fourth win in a row
in China this weekend, while rival engine mak-
ers Renault and Ferrari are playing catch-up.

The result has been negative comment
from certain quarters, with Red Bull’s quadru-
ple champion Sebastian Vettel saying the
sound of the engines was ‘shit’ while a Ferrari
survey reported that 83 percent of fans were
disappointed with the new format.

Williams technical head Pat Symonds and

Mercedes technical head Paddy Lowe both
warned in Bahrain that the sport was in dan-
ger of damaging the business by talking itself
down. Mosley said the public was not easily
fooled. “It’s quite entertaining because you
know all the people and you know the way
they react and they are all, of course, pushing
their own particular agenda,” he said. “But
what they don’t realise is that the public
understands that. “The truth of the matter is I
think that the public don’t take the slightest
notice. I don’t think anyone is going to say
‘Ooh, Vettel says the engines are rubbish so
I’m not going to turn the television on on
Sunday’. It just doesn’t happen. “People might
turn it off if it’s a boring race, but everyone will
turn it on.”

COMPLETE NONSENSE
Mosley was running the FIA when the

move towards the new engines started a
decade ago and has always been a keen sup-
porter. The idea then was that the perform-
ance differentiator should not be how much
power could be gleaned from a fixed engine
capacity but how much could be extracted
from a limited amount of fuel.

“What we’ve got now is not the ultimate, it
should have been four cylinders ideally but
everything is a bit of a compromise, but it is
completely the right way to go,” said the 74-
year-old Briton.

“The people who don’t like it have got this
thing about the noise. I think that’s complete
nonsense. People will get used to the noise
and then they won’t all end up deaf like me.”

While in office, Mosley always worked
closely with Ecclestone but the former FIA
boss, who handed over to Todt in 2009, dis-
agreed with his old associate on the engines
however. “It’s a really interesting technology
and it’s change. In the end, Formula One
depends on fashion and being fashionable.
And the essence of fashion is change. If you
don’t have change, you just disappear,” said
Mosley. —Reuters

KUWAIT: Today, Aadidas launch a revolution
in active cooling technology, the Adidas
Climachill range. The range incorporates an
innovative fabric using titanium and 3D alu-
minium cooling spheres. The technology pro-
vides an instant ‘chill’ effect and keeps athletes
at their optimum body temperature in warm
conditions enabling them to train harder, run
longer, retain their focus and compete better. 

Adidas understands the importance of
temperature management to make athletes
better and for the first time used evaporation
and conduction methods together.
Revolutionary aluminium cooling spheres are
strategically located to correspond with the
warmest area of the body, cooling skin down
upon contact. In addition to the aluminium
dots, the groundbreaking SubZero flat yarn

contains titanium and is woven throughout
the inside of each Climachill jersey, delivering
up to 36 % more cooling capacity. 

The range was rigorously tested in the
state of the art Adidas ‘Clima’ chamber, with
temperatures as high as 50∞C. By using a 35-
degree ‘hot plate’ to simulate critical functions
of the human skin, Adidas were able to deter-
mine a pre-selection of functional fabrics to
find the ultimate Climachill fabric.

The Climachill technology goes on sale
worldwide from 1 April within various cate-
gories including; Men’s, Women’s and Kid’s
Training, as well as Tennis and Outdoor wear.
The key pieces in the Climachill product range
are the Men’s Training t-shirt and the Women’s
Tennis top. David Beckham, Climachill ambas-
sador commented on the new range: ‘Playing

and training in extreme conditions can be
very challenging both mentally and physical-
ly. In my time as a player I have played in cold
conditions in the North of England and in very
hot climate in the US - weather can really
make a difference to an athlete’s performance.
The technology used in the Climachill range
will really help athletes concentrate on their
game so they can perform at their best, even
in the harshest of conditions.’ Heike Leibl, adi-
das SVP for Training added: ‘At Adidas we are
constantly striving to create innovations to
make the athlete comfortable so they can
focus on per formance. The Aluminium
Cooling Spheres used in the Climachill range
provide an instant ‘chill’ effect to keep the ath-
lete at their peak optimum temperature to
perform at their best in any conditions.”

New Adidas apparel lowers 
temperature, raises your game 

Sounds like F1 is on 
right track — Mosley


