
KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Petroleum Company yes-
terday signed contracts worth $12 billion with three
international consortia to upgrade two refineries and
invited bids to build a new multibillion-dollar refinery.
State-owned KNPC’s chief Mohammed Al-Mutairi
signed the contracts with the three consortia led by
Britain’s Petrofac, US Fluor and Japan’s JGC Corporation.
Most of the other companies in the consortia are South
Korean. Mutairi said the project is due to be completed
in early 2018.

The cost of the venture - called the Clean Fuel Project
- is more than $13 billion if smaller preparatory con-
tracts are added, lower than the previous estimated
cost of $16.4 billion, project manager Abdullah Al-Ajmi
told AFP. The contracts, the first mega project in the
OPEC member’s vital oil sector for 25 years, will upgrade
two of the three existing refineries by installing 37
advanced processing units that will reduce sulphur and
carbon pollutants, Mutairi told reporters.

The current production capacity of the two refineries
of Mina Al-Ahmadi and Mina Abdullah is around
730,000 barrels per day, while the capacity of Kuwait’s
third refinery at Shuaiba is 200,000 bpd. At the end of
the project, the capacity of the two refineries will
increase to 800,000 bpd, while Kuwait plans to shut the
third refinery.

KNPC yesterday began inviting bids for two of the

five-package project to build a state-of-the-art refinery
with a capacity of 615,000 bpd, project manager Khaled
Al-Awadhi told reporters. The two tenders are for
marine works and storage tanks. Next month, the com-
pany will tender the three main packages for building
the body of the Al-Zour refinery, said Awadhi, adding
that KNPC hopes to award all the five contracts in the
first quarter of next year. The refinery, estimated to cost
around $15 billion, is slated to come onstream in
between the end of 2018 and the first quarter of 2019,
Awadhi said. The Zour refinery, which will become the
biggest in the Middle East, will make oil products such
as diesel, kerosene and naphtha for export and low-sul-
phur fuel oil for domestic power stations. 

Kuwait’s refining capacity will reach over 1.4 million
bpd from the current level of 930,000 bpd, when the
projects are completed. Most of the production will be
for export to Asian and European markets, Awadhi
said. The two projects have been repeatedly delayed
because of political disputes between parliament and
the government. The project to build a new refinery
was scrapped by the government around five years
ago, after five Japanese and South Korean companies
were awarded contracts. Lawmakers had opposed the
plan complaining of a lack of transparency in the ten-
dering process, but they have not raised objections to
the new contracts. — AFP 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The appeals court upheld an unprecedented court
order that cost a woman custody of her four children due to her
‘disgraceful behavior’ on social networks. The court of first
instance had given a Kuwaiti man custody over his four children
last year after he contested that his ex-wife was unfit to raise the
kids. The man had presented the court with images that docu-
mented chat sessions containing “disgraceful remarks that
proved that she was involved in prohibited love affairs,” said
lawyer Abdulaziz Al-Banwan, who represented the man in court.

The woman, a college student, appealed the case, but the
ruling was upheld in a verdict considered the first of its kind by
the appeals court in Kuwait, according to Banwan. The man
learned about his ex-wife’s actions by accident while visiting his
children, according to Banwan. “My client’s ex-wife left for col-
lege one day but forgot her phone at home,” he said. “Her
daughter then handed the phone to her father to answer calls it
was receiving, and he discovered her accounts on Instagram
and Keek that exposed her behavior.”

The woman’s housemaid further revealed during investiga-
tions in the case that the woman would take her on trips out-
side with the kids, then leave the children with her and head
to undisclosed locations before returning hours later, accord-
ing to Banwan.
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MP Tameemi says he mediated aid for needy, husseiniyas
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conspiracy theories

Never-ending drama

badrya_d@kuwaittimes.net

By Badrya Darwish

Parliament after parliament, we’re facing the same
issues. We’re tired. We’re fatigued. It’s a never-end-
ing drama. When are you going to put a stop to this

game? Our parliament is becoming like Turkish soap
operas that are loved by the Arab world. 

How many parliaments are revolving around the
same issues, of grilling or accusing or threatening to grill
each other? They started during the time of Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad, and we’ve had like six parliaments
and a new grilling every day, from oil geishas in Japan,
cash handouts and money transfers to the failure of the
Dow deal, corruption, etc. Even with a new prime minis-
ter, still the same issues and the same threats. 

They are starting the same game with Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak. And if he is fed up and decides
he wants to quit this game, I’m sure the coming prime
minister will face the same situation.

So is this the fashion of running the country or what?
How many parliaments are wasting the time of the
nation? I’m watching the American Congress, I’m watch-
ing the House of Commons in London and the Duma in
Russia and other parliaments around the world. We never
see this issue of grilling for trivial matters and even if
there are serious questions, it doesn’t consume the entire
term of the parliament. Are there no other serious issues
to be solved for Kuwait? All is well? All is perfect, 100 per-
cent? 

The parliament has become like a stereotyped group
of old ladies sitting in the morning, having their chai and
knitting or crocheting and gossiping about their neigh-
bors or each other. But at least these little old ladies pro-
duce a jumper or a blanket at the end of all their chatting
and gossip. But what is this parliament accomplishing for
us, may I know? 

Corruption is on the rise everywhere. No new projects
and no development. We just hear of projects costing bil-
lions passing without being studied or scrutinized by the
Audit Bureau. Useful projects scrapped and no one
knows why. We hear of hospitals and power plants and
metro stations and summer after summer comes and we
don’t see any improvement. Public schools suck although
billions are spent on them, and the majority of students
attend private schools and pay for private tuitions.

What other projects are working? KAC for instance,
which has been semi-grounded for the last 20 years? And
now we are hearing of new planes, also bought in ques-
tionable circumstances. But nevertheless, I hope it works.
What about real estate and housing and the cost of a
small plot of land? My goodness! 

What else can I talk about? I’ll ask the honorable gen-
tlemen of the parliament, whenever they have the time
to spare, to look at what Kuwait needs. 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: MPs Riyadh Al-Adasani and Abdulkarim Al-
Kandari said yesterday they will file a request next week
to grill the prime minister over alleged payments of
cash grants through lawmakers and general misman-
agement. Later, MP Hussein Quwaiaan said he will join
the two MPs in the grilling. The announcement came
after Shiite MP Abdullah Al-Tameemi admitted that he
mediated cash grants from the office of Prime Minister
HH Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah for needy people
and husseiniyas (Shiite places of worship).

The revelation by Tameemi was a shock for several
MPs, especially after he revealed in a television inter-
view that several other MPs have mediated similar cash
grants. Tameemi did not reveal the amounts he received
and on how many occasions and whether they were
only intended for husseiniyas or individuals too.

Later in the day, Tameemi issued a written statement
explaining that the cash grants were never received by
him and transferred directly to the beneficiaries. He said
that he only mediated the payments on purely social
purposes and not political ones. He explained that he
had helped arrange similar grants in the previous
Assembly elected in Dec 2012 but dissolved in June the
following year, but insisted that he had never received
the payments personally.

Kandari said in a statement that revelations by
Tameemi reminded him of the so-called bank deposits
scandal which involved at least 13 members of the 2009
Assembly who allegedly received around KD 100 million
in political bribes from the government. As a result,
Kandari said he and Adasani decided to submit the
grilling next week on two counts, the payment of cash
grants to MPs and the general policies of the govern-
ment.

Continued on Page13

KUWAIT: MPs Riyadh Al-Adasani (left), Abdulkarim Al-
Kandari and Hussein Quwaiaan (inset), who will file a request
to grill the prime minister next week, are seen at the
National Assembly yesterday. — Photos by Fouad Al-Shaikh 

KNPC signs oil deals, tenders others

Social networks 

make woman lose 

custody of 4 kids

KUWAIT: Chief Executive Officer of KNPC
Mohammad Ghazi Al-Mutairi (left) and Chairman
and Representative Director of Japan’s JGC Corp-led
consortium Keisuke Tkeushi shake hands during the
signing ceremony of the Clean Fuel Project contract
yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat (See Page 5)

VALPARAÔSO, Chile: At least 16 people were con-
firmed dead and more than 10,000 evacuated yesterday
after a huge fire tore through Chile’s historic port city of
Valparaiso, officials said. The blaze, which started in
nearby woods on Saturday, gutted 500 homes as a wall
of flames advanced on the city of 270,000, famed for its
UNESCO-listed center. “It is a terrible tragedy, without

doubt the worst fire in the history of Valparaiso,”
President Michelle Bachelet declared after arriving in
the city to oversee the emergency response to the dis-
aster. “Families have not only lost their homes and their
possessions but also their family memories,” she lament-
ed during a tour of the worst-hit areas.

Continued on Page 13

16 dead in Chile inferno

VALPARAISO, Chile: Houses are engulfed in flames during a massive fire on Saturday. — AFP 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabian police have arrested six
people and seized illegal drugs worth 1 billion riyals
($267 million) that were being smuggled into the
country from neighbouring Bahrain, the Interior
Ministry said yesterday. Spokesman Major General
Mansour Turki said five Saudi citizens and one
Bahraini had been detained in the operation after
police uncovered 22.6 million amphetamine pills
hidden inside coils of barbed wire and rolls of plas-
tic. Drug smuggling can be punished by death in
the conservative Islamic kingdom. All narcotics and
alcohol are illegal in Saudi Arabia, which has a
young population and applies sharia (strict Islamic
law).

An investigation into the seizure of the drugs
turned up a connection to an international drug
smuggling ring led by a Syrian national, Turki told
the state news agency SPA. In 2010 Saudi Arabia
received around 7 tonnes of Captagon tablets, one
of the most popular forms of amphetamine in the
Middle East, representing around a third of total
world supply, according to the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime. Production of Captagon
in Syria has soared over the past two years as a
result of the breakdown in order caused by the
country’s civil war. — Reuters 

Saudis seize

drugs worth

$267m, nab 6 
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KUWAIT: The British ambassador Frank Baker hosted on Wednesday a reception to celebrate the birthday of Queen Elizabeth at the British embassy. It was attended by a large number of diplomats and other dignitaries.
— Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

KUWAIT:  His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received at Seif Palace yesterday National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and a number of MPs on the occasion of their returning home following official visits to Oman and Germany. 

KUWAIT: Several Kuwaiti lawmakers would like to
have the option of contacting leaders of certain
countries and discuss ways to find a solution for
their respective citizens locked up at the deporta-
tion center in Kuwait.

Foreigners sentenced to deportation cannot be
sent home until all legal problems with people liv-
ing in Kuwait are settled. Furthermore, there has
been incidents for people who stayed behind bars
for extended periods of time because their pass-
ports could not be retrieve.

On that regard, Human rights committee mem-
ber Adnan Abdulsamad accused some embassies
in Kuwait of being ‘uncooperative’ with local
authorities to guarantee speedy deportation of
their nationals.

“[Embassies] are responsible for the crowding of
inmates we have witnessed during a tour to the
Central Prison last week,” Abdulsamad told Al-Rai
daily. “They are not properly cooperating with the
Interior Ministry to end deportation procedures for
their citizens.”

To address this problem, Abdulsamad

announced that the committee studies the option
of contacting the Foreign Ministry and embassies
in Kuwait to discuss the issue. Furthermore, he
mentioned the idea of directly contacting leader-
ships of states with nationals trapped at the depor-
tation jail. “This option helps when embassies hin-
der [deportation] procedures,” Abdulsamad said.
He added that the committee is also open to the
idea of visiting countries who has large numbers of
nationals stuck at the deportation jail and find a
solution for their problem.

Abdulsamad suggested in the meantime that
some of those problems are actually fabricated.
“There are prisoners who agree with certain indi-
viduals to fake a certain case when they discover
that they will  be deported in order to extend their
stay in Kuwait,” he said without providing details
about the possible motives behind those actions.

“We have to differentiate between real cases
and those fabricated to justify staying in Kuwait,”
Abdulsamad said. The lawmaker also suggested
that Kuwait stops paying inmates’ deportation
costs.

‘Painful scenes’
The committee members witnessed painful

sights during their tour at the women’s deportation
center, including children jailed with their mothers.
“We saw with our own eyes a female inmate stay-
ing in a cell with her four children,” Abdulsamad
stated. On the other hand, he expressed relief for
the fact that they discovered that there are only 16
Kuwaiti women jailed, during their tour at the
Central Prison.

Members of the human rights committee plan
to go to Geneva next month in order to “view
treaties pertaining with human rights and improve
relations with international groups,” Abdulsamad
said. On that regard, the lawmaker urged anyone
who accuses Kuwait of human rights violations to
present evidence that backs up their claims.

“We do not claim to be living in a utopia,” he
said. “Anyone living in Kuwait and has a complaint
related to human rights and lives in Kuwait,
whether Kuwaiti or expatriate, they are encour-
aged to present their complaint to the parliament’s
human rights committee.”

Panel suggests new contacts 
to speed up deportations

Call for cooperation from embassies

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is the
first Arab leader that has been given a cer-
tificate of appreciation from the United
Nations for his tremendous efforts in sup-
porting humanitarian causes, the Minister
of Information said yesterday.

Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah, who is also Minister of
State for Youth Affairs, said in a statement
that the certificate is a testimony of the
huge efforts that His Highness the Amir
put out in hosting two donors’ conferences
for the Syrian people to alleviate their suf-
fering.

His Highness’ support for humanitarian
causes was not limited to the Syrians but
also was seen in other parts of the world,
he pointed out.

“Philanthropic activities, regardless of

color, gender and religion, are well known
of  His Highness the Amir who always
seeks to help others,” Sheikh Salman noted.

He added that Kuwait, under its wise
leadership, will continue offering help to
whoever needs it out of the belief in the
United Nations declaration of human
rights that calls for collective efforts in
achieving global peace and security.
Hence, Kuwait has hosted many regional
and international events that aimed at
improving social and living standards of
many nations.

In a recent report by Oxfam, international
confederation of 17 organizations working
in approximately 90 countries worldwide to
find solutions to poverty, showed that
Kuwait was among the leading countries in
giving financial support and honoring their
pledges to the Syrian refugees.— KUNA

Amir ‘first Arab leader’
to be honored by UN

KUWAIT: Chairman of the International Islamic Charitable Organization (IICO) and
the UN Secretary-General’s humanitarian envoy for Kuwait Abdullah Al-Matouq
presents a certificate of appreciation to HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah from the United Nations Office for Coordination of Humanitarian
Affairs (OCHA) for supporting humanitarian causes and for hosting two donors’
conferences for Syria in 2013 and 2014 at Seif Palace yesterday. —KUNA
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Molestation case
KUWAIT: A woman accused a teacher of
molesting her daughter and allowing a student
to bring in liquor and distribute it to female stu-
dents, including her daughter. A case was sent
to Hawally prosecution, and investigations are
underway.

Kidnapped Kuwaitis’ families  
KUWAIT: Following coordination between
Kuwait’s foreign ministry and Turkish authori-
ties and in compliance with the kidnappers’
demand to negotiate only with them, the fami-
lies of three citizens who were recently kid-
napped in Syria arrived in Turkey to start direct
negotiations with the kidnappers, said
informed sources. The sources added that the
kidnappers had demanded a €250,000 ransom
per person and a secure way to deliver it. The
sources also stressed that negotiations were in
progress and that the crisis might be resolved
in the coming few days. 

KAC financial plan
KUWAIT: Chairwoman and Managing Director
of Kuwait Airways Rasha Al-Roumi expected the
International Air Transport Association (IATA) to
include some data required for the financial
plan that Ernst and Young asked to extend to
seven years instead of five. Ernst and Young is
expected to submit its final report to re-evalu-
ate KAC assets one month after receiving the
IATA plan. Roumi said the financial data and
closing account for 2013 are ready and will be
reviewed within the coming days. Roumi said
Kuwait Airways is still studying how to finance
the deal of renewing its fleet, adding that there
is no clear plan so far to meet the commitments
for the purchase and lease contracts.

Naturalization lists 
KUWAIT: A security source said the Central
Agency for Remedying Illegal Residents’ Status
said 1,400 bedoons, most of them who work in
the military, have no hope to include their
names in naturalization lists after they correct-
ed their status. They then said their passports
are forged, while it was proven that the pass-
ports are genuine. The source said that those
who presented genuine passports were told to
correct their children’s status within 90 days.

Sharia-compliant branches 
KUWAIT: The Central Bank is currently consid-
ering how to respond to requests made by
some local banks to shift to Islamic banking,
said official sources, noting that in a bid to
achieve balance between conventional and
Islamic banking and avoid imbalanced compe-
tition in local banking, the Central Bank consid-
ers activating article 87 of law 32/1968 pertain-
ing currency, the Central Bank and banking,
which states that “Kuwaiti banks - with the
approval of the Central Bank - may establish
subsidiary companies to conduct activities of
Islamic banks in accordance with sharia princi-
ples and the provisions of this law. Each Kuwaiti
bank may not establish more than one compa-
ny with only one premises, and the capital of
the company shall not be less than KD 15 mil-
lion.”

in brief
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KUWAIT:  First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received yesterday credentials of Burkina Faso Ambassador to Kuwait. The ceremony was attended by
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah, the Chairman of the Office of the
Deputy Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Sheikh Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Sabah, and the Chairman of the Protocols department, Ambassador Dhari Ajran Al-Ajran. 

KUWAIT:  Though proposals
made by five MPs to amend the
Capital Market Authority (CMA)
law ostensibly intends to devel-
op its role, the true nature of
such amendments wil l  surely
end up declaring the death of
the country’s first independent
monitoring apparatus, especial-
ly  s ince the MPs managed,
through the par l iament ,  to
change CMA into a government
depar tment  doing the same
tasks the bourse administration
used to do before law 7/2010
was issued to free government
bodies of many restrictions and
impediments. Informed sources
noted that  the suggested

amendments would give the
government more control over a
technical  apparatus that was
meant to organize capital mar-
kets. 

The sources added that no
technical monitoring apparatus
can function freely if all the cru-
cial decisions it makes needs the
approval of a minister, who is a
politician whose work is usually
controlled by political balancing
that will often affect his deci-
sions. They added that this was
solved by law 7/2010 which only
entitles the minister to super-
vise and grant judicial powers to
a number of technocrats form-
ing CMA’s commissioners’ coun-

ci l .  Fol lowed by the Anti
Corruption Authority law num-
ber 24/2012 which grants the
just ice minister  the r ight  of
supervision, the CMA law will
lose much of its credibility and
transparency unless it acts inde-
pendently.  Therefore,  i f  the
supervising minister is granted
more authorities, as suggested
by the amendments, the appara-
tus will lose credibility because
many influential VIPs including
some lawmakers who own many
companies themselves while
others who are board members
in companies subjected to CMA’s
supervision will then interfere in
its affairs and operations. 

CMA amendments hasten death

of state monitoring apparatus

By Ben Garcia

KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti economist yesterday
pooh-poohed suggestions by MPs to
eliminate subsides from expats to avoid
an expected budget deficit in 2021. MP
Jamal Al-Omar has suggested that
removing subsidies from goods and
services such as energy and fuel could
help the state save some KD 7 billion.
However, economist Hajjaj Abu Khudoor
said the proposal is weak and is floated
by some politicians to please their con-
stituencies. “They do not want to antago-
nize their voters, so they can only target
expatriates because they cannot vote.
The proposal is nothing but a parade of
weak propaganda arguments,” Abu
Khudoor noted. 

Some MPs also suggested that since
the impending budget deficit is unavoid-
able, the government has to cut subsi-
dies on services sooner rather than later.
“The government has always been mov-
ing in the wrong direction. People who
are proposing cutting subsidies for
expats are talking nonsense. They just
target expatriates and cannot suggest
beneficial proposals for everyone,” he
said.  

Abu Khudoor urged MPs to propose
solid proposals to address the country’s
problems. “Bills and laws should be for
the greater good of everyone, not just for
some. They cannot deliver development
without focus,” he asserted. “The country
needs to focus on the real problem, to
make a plan, strategize and come up

with the proper laws to overcome any
deficit. If they want our country to be
great economically, they should protect
investments and invest in the country’s
development and our country’s future,”
he mentioned. “The government has a
plan, but it never materialized because
they have been busy politicking,” he said. 

Other MPs also proposed to cut elec-
tricity and water subsidies for expats,
which was rubbished by Abu Khudoor.
“Some expats for example are crammed
15 to a room, and most of the day they
are outside for work,” he argued, recom-
mending amending building specifica-
tions in order to cut electricity and water
consumption. 

A Kuwaiti banker said expatriates will
not stay in Kuwait for more than a year if

subsidies are removed, especially since
most expats make less than KD 250 a
month. “The government should really
study the proposal properly. Expats are
working for the betterment of their fami-
lies, and if they feel they are not getting
what they want financially, they’ll look
for greener pastures. The move will sure-
ly have a domino effect on us Kuwaitis
too. The price of basic services and
necessities in Kuwait will increase, food
prices will rise and rents will skyrocket.
Expats will no longer stay here for years -
they’ll leave us, and business will be
doomed,” he warned.

MPs want to cut subsidies for expats
to provide Kuwaitis with additional finan-
cial allocations, like increased children
and rent allowances.  

Proposal to cut subsidies 

for expats ‘a propaganda’

Attempt to please constituencies

KUWAIT: Health Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for Medicine and Medical Equipment Omar Al-Sayyed Omar and other officials at the inaugural session of the
Second Palliative Care Center.

Kuwait has world’s largest palliative care center

KUWAIT: Minister of Health Ali Al-Obaidi
said Kuwait’s Palliative Care Center (PCC)
is the largest of its kind in the world.

“The PCC was inaugurated three years
ago and has 92 beds,” Al-Obaidi said in
speech read out on his behalf by the
Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for
Medicine and Medical Equipment Omar
Al-Sayyed Omar yesterday at the inaugu-
ral session of the Second Palliative Care
Center.

He pointed out that having the
biggest palliative care center reflects the
state’s efforts to offer the best care for
people with serious illness.

Al-Obaidi expressed hope the PCC

would turn into a regional center pallia-
tive care service and education. A train-
ing center was attached by the PCC to
train new local and regional cadres, he
added. Palliative care is specialized med-
ical care that focuses on providing
patients with relief from the symptoms,
pain and stress of a serious illness.  The
goal is to improve quality of life for both
the patient and the family as they are the
central system for care.

For his part, Head of Kuwait’s Palliative
Care Association Khalid Al-Saleh said that
about 300 patients need palliative care
every year in Kuwait.

Al-Saleh stated that the PCC has pro-

vided care for 219 patients since its offi-
cial operation in December 2010. The
center’s outpatient clinics have received
167 patients so far.

Over 18 foreign and local experts are
contributing to the Second Palliative
Care Conference.

The three-day event, entitled
“Palliative Care ... Prospective View,” is
organized by Kuwait’s Palliative Care
Center under the sponsorship of the
Health Ministry.

Head of the Palliative Team Dr Khalid
Al-Saleh said that the purpose of the
conference is to provide a forum for
update information on a broad range of

topics covering palliative medicine, its
therapies, current guidelines and clinical
research, as well as fundamental back-
ground studies.

The conference will be attended by
physicians, pharmacists, nurses, psychol-
ogists, social workers, dietitians, physio-
therapists, other health care profession-
als and interested parties from Kuwait,
World Health Organization and the Arab
Group for Palliative Care.

It will enable the exchange of ideas
and knowledge between the different
disciplines to facilitate research and clini-
cal interdisciplinary collaborations on
palliative management.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Naseem Co-op’s board
chairman, Aziz AL-Enezi said
that the item removed from
shelves from the co-op’s super-
markets was paper masks man-
ufactured in China by a compa-
ny owned by an Israeli .  He
added that the product had
been imported following stan-
dards import procedures and
that the importing company
had all MOH and customs paper
work properly done. “In addition
to other products manufactured
by the same company, this item
is found in many co-ops and
other shops and nobody knows
that the manufacturing compa-
ny owner is an Israeli”,he
explained noting that taking
into consideration that Kuwait
does not have normal relations
with ‘the so-called’ Israel, the

item was immediately removed
from shelves and the employee
responsible for receiving goods
was referred to investigation.  

“How can one know the
nationality of a company owner
when this is not mentioned in
customs documents?”, he
exclaimed noting that this man-
ufacturing company had been
exporting to Kuwait for years.
He added that as soon as the
coop administration learnt
about the matter, the company
agent was asked to remove the
products and that, using special
connections, it double checked
the company profile. 

Notably, commerce ministry
inspectors had received a citi-
zen’s complaint about selling an
Israeli product at Naseem co-op
and confiscated it. 

Naseem Co-op

removes 

‘Israeli item’ 

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s assistant undersecretary for traffic
affairs honored an officer and two non-commissioned officers from
the traffic sector. He thanked them for their efforts in handling 34
drugs cases, and urged them to continue their efforts to safeguard the
stability and security of the country.— Photo by Hanan Al-Saadoun
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At the center of the country, it’s difficult to find a
bottle of water to buy while you can effortlessly
purchase a firearm. UN aid worker Khalid Abdu

told The Media Line that during a recent visit to Sawadia
District of the central Province of Baydha, he found most
of the shops were closed except for those selling firearms.
He later learned there were tribal feuds taking place in
the area. “Owners here usually close their shops before
sunset, because they are afraid of being an easy target of
tribal violence,” he said.  

Yemen is widely cited as among the most heavily
armed societies on earth with claims of 50-60 million
small arms and light weapons in circulation among 23
million people. A national survey of small arms ownership
in Yemen, found that 61 per cent of respondents reported
weapons in their household - roughly one weapon for
every two civilians, according to a report by Yemen
Armed Violence Assessment (YAVA), an independent
research project designed with the support of the
Graduate Institute of International and Development
Studies in Geneva and the UK Conflict Prevention Pool in
May, 2010.

Armed violence in Yemen is shaped by a number of
factors, including weapons availability, proliferation and
trade among tribesmen on top of weak governance and a
tenuous security situation. Speaking to The Media Line, a
top Yemeni official in the Interior Ministry in the capital
Sana’a expressed concerns over the proliferation of
weapons in the country. “As long as weapons are available
in several areas, armed conflicts will continue,” Colonel Ali
Mohammed said, indicating that “the state’s grip is very
weak particularly in the tribal areas where firearms are
being openly carried and traded.”

The law in Yemen establishes the right to own firearms
(‘rifles, machine guns, revolvers, and hunting rifles’) for
the purpose of ‘legitimate defense’. Weapons license hold-
ers, who must be at least 18 years old, are only permitted
to carry one licensed weapon at any one time. Carrying -
i.e. possessing - arms in cities is regulated by another law,
which introduces a licensing system for all urban dwellers
other than a list of stated exceptions.

Known as ‘the peace maker’, Abdul-Rahman Al-
Maroani chief of Dar al-Salam Organization (House of

Peace) told The Media Line that arms use will never be
settled unless there is a serious political leadership that
can impose an iron grip on weapons availability and pro-
liferation. According to Maroani, there are many influen-
tial figures with licenses that allow them to possess arms
as “they are being granted licenses due to political loyal-
ties.” “Unfortunately there is no cooperation among secu-
rity authorities to conduct the crackdowns effectively at
the present time,” he told The Media Line. In the capital
Sanaa, security campaigns to prevent weapons carrying
have been repeatedly launched, although they have
failed to stop the practice. Back in 2008, Yemeni security
seized 204,897 weapons across the country. The following
year 230 shops selling weapons were shut down, while
270 dealers were arrested according to a security report
released by the Interior Ministry.

Earlier this month, a security report shows that 76,652
weapons were seized (69,255 pistols, 7378 rifles and 19
machine guns) in addition to 533 explosives in 2013.
These weapon seizures indicate that smuggling of
weapons still occurs frequently, the Undersecretary of
Interior Ministry for security affairs Brigadier Gen. Abdul-
Rahman Hanash said in a recent press statement. Yasser
Hassan Mohammed Owdh, a firearms client, told The
Media Line that security agencies in the capital Sana’a
currently appeared to be implementing a new approach
to track down arms procurers. “Intelligence officers have
been deployed in weaponry markets and they report the
license plates of the procurers’ cars to nearby army posts,
who can then stop them and confiscate the weapons.”

While weaponry marketplaces are still active in highly
tribal areas across Yemen including the Jehana Arms
Market, some 50 miles south of the capital, arms trading
also seems to find its way to the ‘virtual market’. A
Facebook page, called Arms Price Index in Yemen, has
already more than 36,000 followers. Military expert Samir
Al-Haj attributed arms carrying and ownership to resist-
ance of some centers of power which used to use force
and escorted by armed convoys. “At present the political
leadership is determined to end arms manifestations.
Insecurity existed long ago but it cropped up again
recently due to presence of new leaders in authority,” Haj
said. —Media Line

Weapons still rife in Yemen
in my view

By Iscander Al-Mamari

According to a recent report, Kuwait University
informed a number of expatriate workers that
they were relieved of their duties as per the

instructions of the Civil Service Commission. The deci-
sion, whose objective is to appoint Kuwaiti employees
in their place, went into effect despite attempts from
the Ministry of Education to postpone it.

I am not a supporter of the ‘Kuwaitization’ policy, to
be honest. But if it has to be done, the most important
thing before Kuwait University or any state department
makes the decision to replace expatriate employees
with Kuwaiti workers is to first make sure that those
nationals are qualified for the jobs they are handling.

The reality says however that Kuwaitis are the
majority when it comes to taking sick leaves and malin-
gering, compared to hardworking expatriates. Not to
mention work efficiency. It is not a secret that work at
all state departments is done by expatriates with some
contributions from a few Kuwaitis! This is the truth. If

the state goes ahead with the Kuwaitization policy,
then we can expect a big catastrophe as long as the
Kuwaiti employee continues to be ‘spoiled’ instead of
being prepared properly to become a productive work-
er.

The government is required today to figure out
what it needs, which is something that I doubt it
knows. The government wants to solve the problem of
unemployment at the expense of work efficiency, and
that’s a disaster. The government makes decisions
without work plans, and the result is the chaos that the
state has been going through for years.

When the government decides to replace expatriates
with Kuwaiti employees, it should first select those who
are best qualified for the job, instead of cramming them
here and there. Kuwait without expatriates will be going
through a dark tunnel. Not only because they are more
qualified than us, but also because we are worse than
them!  —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas

Kuwaitization, work efficiency
kuwait digest

By Osama Safar

I previously wrote about this subject, hoping to
find someone who has the enthusiasm to do
something, but there was no response. I wrote

about the capital that does not have any beauty, and
is not different from the capitals of poor countries. It
is known that a capital has main landmarks and sov-
ereign ministries, and if it appears beautiful, this indi-
cates that the county enjoys a civilized depth and a
historic extension that makes those who love it
proud. 

It is known around the world that countries care
for the beauty of their buildings and the good
arrangement of streets, coordination of colors and
the grandeur of facilities, except in Kuwait. It is closer
to ugliness than beauty despite the huge budgets
allocated for these facilities. Look at the new Central
Bank building, which looks that it may fall anytime. I
believe that the engineer who designed it was influ-
enced by the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy, and want-
ed to make a Kuwaiti wonder out of the bank. Even

the heritage and old buildings that remained stand-
ing are being shielded, such as Al-Seif Palace, which
has a huge concrete monument in front of it that cov-
ers its historical features.

If we look at the new buildings that were built by
the private sector, they do not have beautiful and
coordinated architecture, as they have become scat-
tered islands here and there without any connection
and all lack car parking. As for the rundown old build-
ings, it is a different story that speaks of the tragedy
of a country that does not know maintenance and did
not hear about it, and does not have laws that commit
its owners to repair or demolish structures to agree
with international standards of modern capitals.

I will not talk to you about Europe and its beautiful
old buildings, museums and churches, and how cor-
rect planning and maintenance kept the beauty of
those buildings, but visit nearby Gulf capitals and
learn from them planning, architecture and cleanli-
ness. —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas

Capital that was hijacked by negligence

kuwait digest

By Saleh Al-Ateeqi
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Democracy in 
Afghanistan

The success of the presidential elections in
Afghanistan to elect a successor for Hamid Karzai,
which happened despite the Taleban’s threats, bad

weather and long lines of voters, reflects a positive
development in the security scene and a popular suc-
cess in seeking stability. Despite attacks that targeted
the election process and which left many casualties,
Afghan voters insisted to move forward in order to
achieve change for a better future.

Security problems and foreign ambitions should not
stop Afghanistan from achieving the ambitions of its
people for democracy after 12 years of insurgencies and
wars. The fact that seven million out of 12 million voters
took part in the elections reflects the people’s determi-
nation to restore their country’s freedom. It is also a true
success for democracy.

Afghanistan is now expecting an important posi-
tive role from the United Nations and many friendly
countries in order to achieve prosperity and significant
change from the time of unrest, foreign interventions
and different shapes of the abhorred terrorism and
irresponsible radicalism.

In my view

As a hot desert wind blew through a Bedouin-style
tent near the West Bank town of Jericho, some 20
Israelis and Palestinians sat down to try to make

peace. Among them were ex-generals, educators and even
a few students, they say they hope to put pressure on their
leaders to move toward a peace agreement. “The missing
component in almost every peace making initiative is the
involvement of the people. Without the people it won’t
work,” Dr Sapir Handelman, one of the conference organiz-
ers told The Media Line. “The mission of Minds of Peace is
to create a major Israeli-Palestinian public negotiating con-
gress with political power. The purpose is to involve the
people in the process and to press the leadership to reach
agreements.”

He said his organization, Minds of Peace, has sponsored
some 25 similar meetings as this one, each time coming up
with a document calling for a “two-state solution” meaning
an independent Palestinian state next to Israel based more
or less on the 1967 borders. Each group comes up with a
different document. This conference got off to a somewhat
rocky start with an argument between one of the Israeli
participants and one of the Palestinian delegates, both for-
mer senior security officers and both yelling in fluent
Arabic, over how the state of Israel was created. The other
Israeli delegates kept interrupting, asking for a translation
into Hebrew.

“It was built with the sweat and blood of my father and
my grandfather,” Amos Avidov, the Israeli insisted. “Not
true,” retorted Palestinian Issa Abu Ram, a former general in
the Palestinian security services. “If the British and the rest
of the world didn’t help you, you wouldn’t have had a
state.”

Organizer Handelman tried to calm the men, urging
both “not to focus on past history but to try to move for-
ward.” Avidov, who would not give details about his securi-
ty past, said he was not surprised by the Palestinian reac-
tion. “I speak Arabic so I know they see it differently from

us,” he told The Media Line. “But I was injured in fighting (in
Lebanon) and many members of my family were killed
here, and so I see it differently.”

Avidov says he was attracted to Minds of Peace, which
sponsors the meetings after becoming convinced that
there is no military solution to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict. “For many years I tried the other solution - to keep
Israel secure and to do everything for that purpose,” he
said. “In the last years I understood we have to look for
another way.”

Palestinian former general Issa Abu Ram seemed more
focused on the traditional Palestinian narrative that blames
the Israeli occupation. “We think the Israeli government
doesn’t want peace, and that Jewish settlements in the
West Bank is the biggest obstacle,” Abu Ram told The
Media Line. “But we hope that the Israeli public wants
peace. Right now there is no trust between the people.”

One of the most colorful delegates was Col. (Ret) Ze’ev
Raz, the leader of Israel’s bombing raid on the Osirak
nuclear reactor in Iraq in 1981. He currently works for ELTA,
a subsidiary of Israel Aircraft Industries. “We learned from
Ireland and South Africa that negotiations must be not
only on the political level but on the personal level,” he told
The Media Line. “So we meet Palestinians and we talk
about all of the issues, including borders, Jerusalem and
refugees.”

He said he is not optimistic that a solution to the con-
flict will come soon. Yet he said there is a precedent. “If you
had asked many Israelis a few days before (slain Egyptian
President) Anwar Sadat arrived in Israel in 1977 they would
have told you about how important the Sinai Peninsula is
to Israel’s security,” he told The Media Line. “After Sadat
spoke in the Knesset, many people saw it differently. I think
that if a breakthrough is achieved, people will change their
minds in a matter of seconds.” —Media Line

People to people
diplomacy

in my view

By Linda Gradstein

MP Hamdan Al-Azmi, chairman of the so-
called negative phenomena committee,
called the government to raid apartments

that ‘shelter’ homosexuals or provide a place where
they can ‘commit sins’, according to his statements.
He further indicated that ‘men who are imitating
women’ must return back to their ‘senses’ and leave
the life of ‘humiliation’, or else must be punished
strictly by law. 

But at the same time, he asked the government to
provide medical and psychological treatment for
those who suffer physiological and psychological
issues (it is clear that he just mentioned words that
he does not understand the exact meaning of ) so
that they can become ‘good individuals’ again to be
integrated with the society. Azmi also demanded the
deportation of homosexual expatriates immediately,
especially since our society “which is virtuous by tra-
dition”, according to his statements, finds those prac-
tices unacceptable.

It seems however that the MP has forgotten the
fact that our society ‘which is virtuous by tradition’
contains around 10,000 families who lied in official
records and forged medical certificates to claim that
one of their children was handicapped, only so that
they can obtain financial aid from the government
for many years. Not mentioning the thousands of
fugitives and thousands of others serving time in jail.

The funny part about the MP’s demands is that he
focused, or tried to encourage, the Interior Ministry
to take action against ‘men who imitate women’,
while failing to mention women who are imitating
men. I am not sure whether that was intentional or
not. What the lawmaker does not know is that medi-
cine has already decided that there is no easy and
quick solution to end homosexuals’ suffering. On the
other hand, it describes them as human beings, and
that many of them would like to live their lives nor-
mally like other people, but that decision is not in
their hands.

Besides, the presence of homosexuals in any soci-
ety is not something new, but has been linked with
the beginning of humanity’s existence on earth.
Homosexuality is the result of hormonal imbalances
that drives the person, whether male or female, to
become attracted to people of the same sex. The
issue also expands beyond sexual orientation, and
includes biological features that are a natural result
of any production process that cannot be easily
stopped or controlled.

Therefore, societies must accept them because
they cannot deny their presence. Societies must pro-
vide medical and psychological care for them,
instead of persecuting them like many religious
interpretations call for. It should be noted that the
religious script does not take a specific and clear
stance on them, therefore denying their presence,
restricting their freedom or ‘punishing’ them will not
work. —Translated by Kuwait Times from Al-Qabas

Problem of 
homosexuals

kuwait digest

By Ahmad Al-Sarraf

By Abdullah Buwair

local@kuwaittimes.net

A letter to 
the ministry

No one can deny the not-so-great efforts of the
Ministry of Public Works (MPW), which can be seen
everywhere around Kuwait.

We all heard about the story of ‘flying gravel’ that
appeared a few months ago, when cars became damaged by
small stones created by the breakdown of asphalt at several
streets around the country.

Stones travelling at the speed of a bullet damaged wind-
shields and the exterior for hundreds of cars around the
country. The reason was clear carelessness from the MPW
which failed to supervise the works of the company that was
awarded with tenders for road maintenance. The ministry has
clearly failed to ensure that the projects were done correctly
after they were finished.

Some streets consisting of two lanes have suffered dam-
age at only one lane. You find as you drive along the road
that one lane is ok, while the other is almost 90 percent
worn-out. Many drivers fell victim to similar roads, with dam-
ages sustained to the tires, front bumpers and other parts of
their vehicles.

How many times have you seen an exposed manhole at a
street in Kuwait? Not only does that leave an uncivilized
scene, but it also increases the risk of accidents especially
when sticks or other materials are placed inside them. Of
course, the manhole covers did not suddenly disappear, but
were stolen by thieves who take the ministry’s carelessness to
their advantage.

Unmarked road bumps is another story. Many times while
you are driving around Kuwait, you might encounter a bump
placed in the middle of the road without having any mark-
ings or road signs to warn drivers beforehand.

Who put those bumps? Couldn’t the ministry at least have
painted some colors on them, or given any kind of indication
that they exist?!

Another thing are garbage trucks, which are in no way
similar to the ones that used to be seen on Kuwait’s streets
before 1990. Nowadays, you find cardboard boxes filled with
empty soda cans, others filled with newspapers and maga-
zines, in addition to empty cardboards stuffed in the back of
the truck. Not only that, but you could sometimes notice
electric home appliances, and God knows maybe those were
stolen.

Meanwhile, it is strange to see the sight of cleaning work-
ers opening garbage bags outside houses, scattering the
items they contain before dumping them in the truck. What if
those bags contained private belongings for residents, espe-
cially women, living inside the house? Is it ok to have people’s
items exposed to the public after they dispose them?

In my view

Organizer Handelman
tried to calm the men,

urging both “not to focus
on past history but to try

to move forward.”
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KUWAIT: Construction of the building that will house MPs’
offices will be completed in eight months, said National
Assembly’s Secretary General Allam Al-Kanderi yesterday.
Al-Kanderi said the National Assembly received the new
building, officially, from the Ministry of Public Works two
weeks ago, thus the Parliament would take charge of the
unfinished work in six to eight months.

A committee, grouping the Secretary, MP Yaaqoub Al-
Sanea, Chairman of the Financial and Economic Committee
MP Faisal Al-Shayea and the secretary general of the engi-
neering, technical and legal department, was formed to fol-
low up on the remaining work.

The National Assembly has been responsible for the
venture since the moment it had taken up the responsibil-

ity from the ministry, he said, indicating “some matters
related to the project have been referred to the courts
due to failure to deliver as scheduled.”

On upgrading the NA Secretariat-General, Al-Kanderi
said Parliament Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanim had pro-
posed a plan due to be effective in three months.

The Secretariat General has set specifications of the
project and contacted 13 local and foreign companies, he
said, indicating that it would deal with employee’s annual
assessment, job description, organization’s structure,
training courses and other matters. A meeting with these
companies would be held later this week.

These companies will present their studies and views
in two weeks to a special parliamentary commission to

assess the offers and take further measures with the win-
ning companies.

The projects aim to enhance personnel’s performance,
provide incentives, he said, noting that employees with
high payments must put out effort that matches the high
salaries.

Al-Kanderi confirmed that the NA delegation during its
visit to Germany agreed with the German side to aid the
Kuwaiti Parliament in training of personnel and some
administrative issues.

The NA Secretariat-General, since last year, has dis-
patched translators to parliaments abroad to sharpen their
skills and develop their tasks. 

Meanwhile, around 12,800 housing units would be dis-

tributed this year and next year, in an attempt to solve the
housing problem in the country, head of the Housing
Committee at the Parliament MP Faisal Al-Kanderi
announced yesterday.

Al-Kanderi told the press that this figure would be dou-
bled once an anticipated regulation was approved.

Minister of State for Housing Affairs Yasser Abul will
meet the committee next week to present a comprehen-
sive outlook on solving the persistent housing problem in
the country, he added.

On electricity, new residential areas will be sup-
plied with electricity once phase one of increas-
ing the capacity of Al-Zour power plant is com-
pleted.  —KUNA

Construction of MPs’ building to be completed this year
12,800 new housing units

KUWAIT:  Executive manager of Kuwait National Petroleum
Corporation Mohammad Ghazi Al-Mutair said yesterday
the environmentally friendly fuel project envisages bring-
ing capacity of Mina Abdullah and Mina Al-Ahmadi refiner-
ies to 800,000 barrels per day.

Al-Mutair, speaking at a news conference, the company
held today on occasion of signing environmentally friendly
fuels’ contracts, that once the venture is exeucted, Mina
Abdullah will put out some 450,000 bpd and the other
refinery, some 350,000 bpd.

Mina Al-Ahmadi’s current output capacity execeeds
400,000 bpd, but it will drop by 120,000 bpd due to closure
of one of the units.

Regarding issue of chalets located close to the venture,
he indicated that the matter was being debated at the gov-
ernmental level.

The deputy executive chief of Mina Abdullah, Ahmad
Al-Jimaz, said the project revenues would reached 12.6
percent, noting that noticeable interest on part of for-
eign companies in the venture indicated that it would
lead to “a positive leap in the Kuwaiti oil industries name-

ly the refining sector.”
State-of-art technology will be installed as part of the

venture, he said, indicating that designing will last for a
year and a half, pending purchase of equipment.

Meanwhile, Hatem Al-Awadhi, the deputy executive
manager for projects, indicated that the local banks would
secure financial insurance for the venture.

Number of workers in the project is forecast at 1,245
Kuwaitis, including 590 newly-graduated citizens, 300
would be transferred from Al-Shuaiba refinery after clo-
sure, 100 from the current project and 255 non-Kuwaitis.
He put number of temporary laborers at 30,000-40,000.

Abdullah Fahad Al-Ajmi, the manager of the KNPC envi-
ronmentally friendly fuel project, said six contracts worth
KD 3.4 billion had been signed, in addition to previous
ones, valued at KD 150 million, as well as a consultancy
accord, worth KD 142 million.

He expected that the project cost would be lower than
the earmarked sum, KD 4.6 billion, by KD 300 million.

A meeting will be held with contractors tomorrow to
devise the project schedule. —KUNA

Prof Castro visits
Dasman Diabetes

Institute
KUWAIT: Prof Fidel Castro Diaz-Balart, son of President of
the Republic of Cuba, visited Dasman Diabetes Institute on
Tuesday, where he was received by Dr Kazem Behbehani,
Director-General of the Institute.  

Prof. Castro visited Dasman Diabetes Institute to discuss
potential collaboration in the field of medicine, research
and sciences between Cuban universities and research
institutions and Dasman Diabetes Institute.   

Prof Castro is serving as a scientific advisor to the
Council of State of Cuba and his research interests include
several areas, such as nuclear physics, energy technology
and its relation with environmental sciences and policies of
scientific innovation and knowledge management.  

Prof Castro visited digfferent sections of the Institute
and was briefed about the role, activities, research and
progress that the Institute has achieved.

Dr. Kazem Behbehani with Castro

Clean fuel project to increase 
refineries’ capacity

KUWAIT:  Officials attending the signing of clean fuels’ contracts yesterday. 
—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat



KUWAIT: The Kuwait Dive Team removed a navigational buoy near the eastern
coast of the Failaka island. Team leader Waleed Al-Fadhel said that the three
ton buoy drift away from the Iraqi shores before it settled near the Kuwaiti
island. The team worked with the Failaka Fire Station  to remove the buoy that
poised risk on the safety of sailors around the island, Al-Fadhel said.

KUWAIT: Back up Commander of the National Security Brig Faleh Shujaa attended the graduation of the “Storing weapons and
ammunition for units” course at the supplies directorate. The course included scientific material on the types of weapons and
ammunition, their categorization and correct ways of storage. 
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KUWAIT: A man was killed in a landmine explo-
sion in the desert north of the country. Police
and paramedics headed to a location in Al-
Khabari near Al-Qashaniya where a man report-
ed that a shepherd who worked for him was
involved in a landmine explosion. Criminal inves-
tigators were called after it was discovered that
the 35-year-old Sudanese man died in the blast.
Preliminary investigations indicate that the man
was grazing sheep when he likely stepped acci-
dently on a landline buried in the desert during
the 1990/91 Iraqi invasion. The body was taken
to the forensic department, and an investigation
was opened to determine the circumstances of
the incident.

Suicide attempt
Farwaniya police are investigating a case

involving a man believed to have jumped from
his third-floor apartment after stabbing his wife
during a domestic dispute. Police and para-
medics headed to a building in the area in
response to an emergency call reporting that a

man fell from the window of a third-floor apart-
ment. Preliminary investigations revealed that
the Nepalese national jumped, likely in a suicide
attempt, after he stabbed his wife with a kitchen
knife. The couple was taken to Farwaniya
Hospital where their conditions were later
described as stable. Police are waiting for them
to be discharged from the hospital in order to be
taken for questioning. 

Mental status
A domestic worker was transferred to the

Psychological Medicine Hospital to have her
mental status evaluated after behaving ‘abnor-
mally’ in public. Police arrested the woman on a
street in Riggae following emergency calls
reporting that she was behaving erratically in
public. They were able to identify her and her
employer. They summoned her employer after
she resumed her weird behavior soon after she
entered the police station, as she attempted to
take off her clothes according to a security
source. The sponsor told police that he had tak-

en his maid to the Mubarak Hospital after she
stopped eating. Investigations revealed that the
woman managed to escape from the hospital,
and that the doctor supervising her was waiting
for a mandatory 24-hour period to end before
he could report her missing. 

Man stabs coworker
A man filed a case against his coworker who

he said attempted to murder him in a house
where they are employed as domestic workers.
The man told officers at the Shamiya police sta-
tion that the suspect tried to hit him with a
cleaver but he used his hand to protect himself,
which left him with a severed finger and several
wounds. The 44-year-old Indian man arrived at
the police station bleeding and gave his testi-
mony while waiting for an ambulance to take
him to Amiri Hospital. The man works as a cook
in the same house where the alleged perpetra-
tor works as a driver, according to his state-
ments. Police are looking to summon the sus-
pect for questioning. 

Sudanese shepherd killed

in landmine explosion

Couple hospitalized after fight

KUWAIT: Microsoft Kuwait, in collaboration
with the Women’s Cultural and Social Society
(WCSS), has launched “Aspire Woman”, an initia-
tive designed to empower women entrepre-
neurs. It aims to provide women entrepreneurs
with the skills and techniques that will enable
them to fully realise their economic potential,
and that will allow them to benefit from net-
working and mentoring relationships that fos-
ter business success. 

Aspire Women is based on four main pillars: 
l Encourage  young women leaders in the

technology industry 
l Foster the growth of women entrepreneurs
l Increase the employability of young women

graduates
l Increase the participation of young women in

the community
Microsoft and WCSS will host a women’s

empowerment event under the title ‘Aspire
Woman: The Power Within’, and will be attended

by women from across age groups. A number of
young, successful Kuwaiti women entrepre-
neurs: Hassa Al-Humaidi, Sarah Al-Nafisi, Mona
Mkhzim, Nouf Hussain, and Bodoor Al-Qassar,
from various sectors will be panellists. They will
share experiences about their entrepreneurial
journey and the obstacles they overcame, and
give advice to aspiring entrepreneurs. A presen-
tation will be conducted by Fares Al-Enezi Small
and Medium Businesses Manager - Manpower
and Government Restructuring Program, which
will include advice on how to start a business. 

The Microsoft presentation will be about how
IT can help a business flourish, with a session on
Office 365, and also speak about the ‘Aspire
Woman’ initiative and other Microsoft pro-
grammes such as Bizspark, which provides tech-
nology, support, visibility, and a community to
promising start-ups and entrepreneurs at no
charge.

Commenting on the initiative, Charles Nahas,
Microsoft Kuwait General Manager, said: “At

Microsoft, we are committed to fostering a cul-
ture of Entrepreneurship and encouraging
female talent within the IT and Business indus-
try. Out technology innovation such as Cloud
and Devices provides entrepreneurs with the
tools they need to gain competitive edge and as
a result, develop their business. We are seeing a
surge in entrepreneurship in Kuwait and I am
very excited by what the Aspire Women pro-
gram has to offer this growing platform, by
inspiring young female entrepreneurs who can
positively impact the Kuwaiti economy.” 

“This is a very important step for women, and
we thank Microsoft for their initiative aimed at
supporting and empowering young women
across the Arab World, and helping them realise
their full potential through training, mentoring
and the creation of a women’s network to
reduce the gender gap” said Lulwa Saleh Al
Mulla, Chairperson of the Board and Head of
Social Programmes, from Kuwait’s Women’s
Cultural and Social Society.

Microsoft initiative to inspire 

women entrepreneurship

KUWAIT: The 39th GSM Arab World annual
event’s sessions is taking place today in
Kuwait at the Sheraton Hotel. The event,
which is hosted by Wataniya Telecom,
member of Ooredoo group, is set to bring
together leading representatives from
across the telecom industry to discuss the
future of mobile services in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA). 

The event will witness the attendance of
more than 20 Telecom Operators and
Vendors from the Arab World. The GSMAW
will provide valuable insight into how tele-
coms organizations can react and adapt to
the future challenges and opportunities
this changing market will carry along the
way.

The event is an excellent opportunity for

operators to meet with each other and with
our partners from the Arab world, shedding
light upon the new horizons, the latest
developments as well as the recent chal-
lenges in the dynamic world of telecom-
munications.

The GSMAW is one of the GSM
Association’s six Regional Interest Groups
(RIGs) in which the mobile industry can
address issues relevant to particular geog-
raphies.

Some of the key focuses at GSM Arab
World  will be the LTE Roaming, the regula-
tory landscape in the Arab States as well as
identifying opportunities for social and
economic impact and stimulate the devel-
opment of scalable, life-enhancing mobile
services like mHealth and mMoney.

Kuwait hosts GSM Arab World

KUWAIT: The National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters is set to sponsor the
Kuwait Travel World Expo which takes place
from April 28 to 30, General Secretary Ali
Al-Youha announced.

The decision reflects the NCCAL’s com-
mitment to sponsoring activities that
boosts the society’s culture and give a com-
prehensive image for Kuwait’s cultural her-
itage, Al-Youha said in a statement yester-
day.

“The Kuwait Travel World Expo is a great
opportunity to convey the Kuwaiti culture
to the world due to the large attendance
that it is expecting from embassies and
companies worldwide,” Al-Youha said.

Various publications and brochures con-
taining the yearly scheduled for cultural
activities will be available at the NCCAL’s
pavilion. The NCCAL also plans ‘entertain-
ing, cultural activities’ during the three-day
event, Al-Youha added.

NCCAL sponsors Kuwait

Travel World Expo

Ali Al-Youha 

JEDDAH: Kuwait ’s Consul General in
Jeddah Saleh Al-Saqabi confirmed yester-
day that no Kuwaitis were among guests of
a hotel in Makkah which caught fire last
night.

Kuwait’s Consulate contacted the Saudi
authorities immediately after it got infor-
mation about the fire incident, and they
confirmed no Kuwaitis were among the
hotel’s guests, Al-Saqabi, also Kuwait’s per-

manent representative to the Organization
of Islamic Cooperation, said.

He called on Kuwaiti citizens in Makkah
to contact the consulate on: (+966) 535-
5711-33.

Saudi civil defense teams rushed to the
14-story hotel where one of the rooms in the
seventh floor caught fire. They succeeded in
evacuating 250 guests from different nation-
lities and extinguished the fire.  —KUNA

Kuwaitis safe in Makkah

KUWAIT: Ministry of Electricity and
Water assistant undersecretary for
power and water distillation plants
operation and maintenance engi-
neer, Fuad Al-Oun said that, out of its
keenness on maintaining steady
work pace in power generation and
water production operations, the
ministry takes all employees’ com-
plaints into full consideration. 

Commenting on the demands
made by Shuaiba plant employees,
Al-Oun stressed that his doors were
open to all and urged the protestors
file a written complaint to  the rele-

vant undersecretary who would look
into it in accordance with laws and
regulations, which is a standard pro-
cedure followed in all government
bodies.  “Protestors should have been
more committed to these regulations
without leaving their work places.
They should have taken gradual
steps instead of a complete sit in,
especially since their demands are
simple and the ministry’s employees
syndicate is currently working on
solving and meeting them”, he
stressed noting  that undersecretary,
engineer Ahmed Al-Jassar had

expressed the ministry’s keenness in
meeting protestors’ demands when
he met them the previous week. 

“In view of the crucial nature of
their jobs in securing power and
water supplies, they should have
gone on doing their work and waited
for the results”, he added. 

Further, Al-Oun said that demon-
strators were not entitled to demand
the dismissal of a plant manager.
“This is only subject to the minister
himself” he underlined noting that
annual performance reports were
subject to the Civil Services

Commission’s regulations and that
the ministry would not ignore  right-
ful demands. 

Notably, MEW employees’ syndi-
cate board had referred a complaint
filed by Shuaiba plant employees
against its manager to the grievances
committee pending following it up
with ministry officials. 

In this regard, the syndicate chair-
man, Duaij Al-Azmi said that the
complaint would be submitted to
MEW minister Abdul Aziz Al-Ibrahim
demanding investigating it by a spe-
cial investigation committee. 

‘Shuaiba employees’ demands discussed

Arab officials eye

nuke-free Mideast

alternatives

CAIRO: Senior Arab officials interested in nuclear Middle
East issues met here yesterday to find alternatives to
demands for a nuclear-free region.

It is the 25th meeting of its kind, with Ambassador
Jassem Al-Mubarki, the head of the Kuwaiti Foreign
Ministry’s international agency department, leading his
country’s participating delegation.

The meeting aims to coordinate Arab positions and
stances ahead of a couple of meetings due in New York and
Geneva in preparation for a relevant UN conference that has
been put on the back burner since 2012, Al-Mubarak said.

During the meeting, the officials reflected on alternatives
and proposals to be put on the table during the meeting of
the Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) for the 2015 Review
Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) due in New York, he
said.

They also discussed the possibility of informing relevant
international parties that the non-final Arab approval of the
NPT extension could be reviewed if a nuclear-free Middle
East was not on the table, he said.

In this regard, the Arab party has fulfilled commitments
to the NPT extension, unlike the other parties which back
Israel that has failed to meet relevant obligations, he point-
ed out. —KUNA

KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait organized an umrah trip for staff
members and their families recently. The 14th annual trip came as part of
the bank’s social activities to boost the ‘one family spirit’ among employees,
said Public Relations Officer Talal Al-Turki.

KUWAIT:  The new environmental draft law
recently sent by the Environment Public
Authority to the parliamentary legislative com-
mittee for review and approval will certainly
lead to the protection of environment and
public health provided that relevant local
requirements be fully met, an environmentalist
said here yesterday.

The bill should include legal requirements
built on bases and approaches for diverse envi-
ronmental conditions in order to protect envi-
ronment and society, the UN Development
Program’s country integrated environment man-
agement system project, Sami Al-Yaqoub said.

The first step to fulfill such legal require-
ments is to oblige groups targeted by legal con-

trol, including individuals and installations, to
properly stick to such demands as part of an
unequivocal administrative strategy to protect
environmental quality and to preserve public
health, he said.

To notch up the goals of environmental bills,
a basic reference ought to be created by getting
acquainted with diverse environmental indica-

tors, he said. The expert called for relying on sci-
entific and economic information to arrange pri-
orities and decision-making in legal require-
ments as science and technology can effectively
contribute to diagnosing problems that pause
threats and perils to environment while eco-
nomic information could lead to boosting deci-
sion-making. —KUNA

Environmental bill should fulfill local requirements



SLAVIANSK: Ukrainian security forces launched an operation yes-
terday to clear pro-Russian separatists from state buildings in the
eastern city of Slaviansk, with dead reported on both sides as Kiev
combated what it calls an act of aggression by Moscow. With East-
West relations in crisis, NATO described the appearance in eastern
Ukraine of men with specialized Russian weapons and identical
uniforms without insignia - as previously worn by Moscow’s
troops when they seized Crimea - as a “grave development”.

Ukraine faces a rash of rebellions in the east that it says are
inspired and directed by the Kremlin. But action to dislodge the
armed militants risks tipping the stand-off into a new, dangerous
phase as Moscow has warned it will protect the region’s Russian-
speakers if they come under attack. One Ukrainian state security
officer was killed and five were wounded on the government side
in what interior minister Arsen Avakov called yesterday’s “anti-ter-
rorist” operation.

“There were dead and wounded on both sides,” Avakov said
on his Facebook page, adding that about 1,000 people were sup-
porting the separatists. The Russian news agency RIA reported
that one pro-Moscow activist was killed in Slaviansk in clashes
with forces loyal to the Kiev government. “On our side, another
two were injured,” RIA quoted pro-Russian militant Nikolai
Solntsev as adding.

Russian TV broadcast grainy footage of what it said was the
body of the militant. The images, which Reuters could not verify
independently, showed a man in black clothes, slumped against
the door of a car, with a pool of blood between his legs. A rifle lay
next to him. The separatists are holed up in the local headquarters
of the police and of the state security service, while others have
erected road blocks around Slaviansk, which lies about 150 km (90
miles) from the Russian border.

However, details of the fighting remain sketchy. A statement
from the administration of the eastern Donetsk region indicated
the security officer may have been killed between Slaviansk and
the nearby town of Artemivsk. Putting the number of wounded at
nine, it said “an armed confrontation” was going on in the area. An
eyewitness in Slaviansk said a gunman walked up to a car in the
city centre and fired four or five shots into it. Video footage from
the scene later showed a man being pulled out of the car, either
seriously wounded or dead. It was not clear what links the shoot-
ing had with the unrest in the town.

Kiev accuses Moscow of trying to deepen violence and chaos
in Ukraine, a former Soviet republic it once ruled. The Kremlin, it
says, wants to undermine the legitimacy of presidential elections
on May 25 that aim to set the country back onto a normal path
after months of turmoil. However, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei
Lavrov said Kiev was “demonstrating its inability to take responsi-
bility for the fate of the country” and warned that any use of force
against Russian speakers “would undermine the potential for
cooperation”, including talks due to be held on Thursday between
Russia, Ukraine, the United States and the European Union.

Well organised attackers
Relations between Russia and the West are at their worst since

the Cold War due to the crisis that began when Moscow-backed
Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovich was pushed out by popular
protests in February. Moscow then annexed Crimea from Ukraine,
saying the Russian population there was under threat. Some
Western governments believe the Kremlin is preparing a similar
scenario for eastern Ukraine, something Moscow has strenuously
denied.

In Kramatorsk, about 15 km south of Slaviansk, gunmen seized
the police headquarters after a shootout with police, a Reuters
witness said. The attackers were a well-organized unit of over 20
men, wearing matching military fatigues and carrying automatic
weapons, who had arrived by bus. Video footage showed the men
taking orders from a commander. Their identity was unclear.

Their level of discipline and equipment was in contrast to the
groups who have occupied buildings so far in Ukraine. They have
been mostly civilians formed into informal militias with mis-
matched uniforms. NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen expressed concern about similarities in some of the
rebels’ appearance to that of the Russian troops who seized con-
trol in Crimea.

Calling on Russia to pull back its large number of troops,
including special forces, from the area around Ukraine’s border, he
said in a statement: “Any further Russian military interference,
under any pretext, will only deepen Russia’s international isola-
tion.” NATO has effectively ruled out military action over Ukraine,
which lies outside the Western alliance. However, Washington and
NATO leaders have made clear they would defend all 28 member
states, including former Soviet republics in the Baltic that are seen
as the most vulnerable to Russian pressure. — Reuters 
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Ukraine battles to oust pro-Russian gunmen

Britain calls on Moscow to disown separatists’ actions

DONETSK: A pro-Russian activist wearing a Guy Fawkes mask and holding a bat guards a barricade outside the regional government building in the eastern Ukrainian city of
Donetsk yesterday. -— AFP

TRIPOLI: Libya’s prime minister Abdullah Al-Thani stepped
down yesterday, saying he and his family had been the vic-
tims of a “traitorous” armed attack the previous day. Thani
quit less than a week after parliament tasked him with form-
ing a new cabinet and a month after it ousted his predeces-
sor for failing to rein in the lawlessness gripping the North
African country. He said in a statement that he would not
accept the premiership after a “traitorous attack” on himself
and his family, but he would stay on in a caretaker capacity
until a new prime minister is appointed.

Amid controversy over his appointment, Thani, who was
defense minister under ousted premier Ali Zeidan, was
named on Tuesday. “I will not accept Libyans killing each
other over this post,” Thani said in his statement addressed
to the General National Congress (GNC). Thani said the
attack on Saturday had terrorized inhabitants of a residential
district and “put the lives of some of them at risk”, without
giving specific details.

A source close to Thani told AFP that the incident took
place on the road from the capital to its airport and caused
no casualties. As premier, Thani was faced with the daunting
task of bringing former rebel brigades to heel following the
2011 NATO-backed uprising that ended Muammar Gaddafi’s
four-decade rule.

Libya has seen near daily attacks, particularly in the
restive east, as well as a challenge from rebels who blockad-
ed vital oil terminals for nine months, and a growing political
crisis stemming from the interim parliament’s decision to
extend its mandate.

Omar Hmidan, a spokesman for the GNC, the country’s
highest political authority, said Thani was chosen after legis-
lators failed to reach a consensus on other candidates. He
was given one week to form a new government. The deci-
sion to confirm Thani was rejected as illegal by some legisla-
tors, who said it had not received the required number of
votes. MP Suad Ganur said the decision, which was
approved by 42 votes out of 76 members present, was “null
and void” because it required 120 votes out of the 200-mem-
ber assembly. — AFP

Libya PM quits
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NEW YORK: British hate preacher Abu
Hamza goes on trial in New York today,
facing the rest of his life behind bars if
found guilty on kidnapping and terror
charges that predate the 9/11 attacks. It
is the second high-profile terror trial to
be heard by a Manhattan jury since
Osama bin Laden’s son-in-law and for-
mer Al-Qaeda spokesman Suleiman Abu
Ghaith was convicted on March 26.
Mustafa Kamel Mustafa, better known in
Britain as Abu Hamza Al-Masri, is blind in
one eye and lost both arms, blown off
above the elbow, in an explosion in
Afghanistan years ago.

His trial will begin with jury selection
today and is the culmination of a 10-year
legal battle. On its second day, tomor-
row, he will celebrate his 56th birthday.
Abu Hamza was first indicted in the
United States in 2004 and served eight
years in prison in Britain before losing his

last appeal in the European Court of
Human Rights against extradition. In the
US, authorities lost no time removing his
trademark prosthetic hook that he wore
in the place of one hand.

He is charged on 11 counts, over the
1998 kidnapping in Yemen of 16 Western
tourists, of whom four were killed, and of
conspiring to set up an Al-Qaeda-style
training camp in Oregon in late 1999. He
is accused of providing material support
to bin Laden’s terror network, of wanting
to set up a computer lab for the Taleban
and sending recruits for terror training in
Afghanistan.

Born in Egypt, Abu Hamza moved to
London aged 21 to study engineering
before he morphed into an anti-
American preacher at the Finsbury Park
Mosque in north London. The mosque
has been dubbed a breeding ground for
terrorism and was frequented by Richard

Reid, serving a life sentence in the US for
trying to blow up a transatlantic jetliner
in 2001. Abu Hamza, who has asked to
be addressed during the trial by his real
name Mustafa, has pleaded not guilty. “I
think I am innocent,” he told a pre-trial
conference.

Terrorism 
Dressed in a blue prison uniform and

without prosthetic arms, his hair thick
and white, a bearded Abu Hamza has
closely followed all pre-trial debates in
the Manhattan federal court. In a recent
letter to US District Judge Katherine
Forrest, written with a special prosthesis
hand, the defendant also said that he
wants to testify. “I pray that the Almighty
the Creator inspires you wisdom and
patience to leave no stone unturned till
the truth,” he wrote.

Abu Hamza referred rather pompous-

ly to the “historians, researchers, inves-
tigative journalists and analysts” who
would be “waiting anxiously” and follow-
ing proceedings. Forrest has said the tri-
al should last four weeks. The prosecu-
tion is expected to bring several experts
and a large number of audio and video
recordings, particularly of Abu Hamza’s
hate speeches justifying terrorism in the
name of God. 

Prosecutors also want British terror
convict Saajid Badat to testify by video
link from Britain. Badat already
appeared on screen at the trial of Abu
Ghaith last month. But Forrest asked
Badat to come in person. He refused,
given that he faces arrest on US soil for
plotting to blow up a passenger jet with
a shoe bomb in collusion with Reid. Abu
Hamza was arrested in August 2004 in
Britain at Washington’s request, and sen-
tenced in a British court to seven years

in jail in 2006 for inciting murder and
racial hatred.

He went to the European Court of
Human Rights to avoid extradition, but
lost his final appeal in October 2012 and
was flown immediately to the United
States. In the 1998 hostage-taking, he is
accused of providing the kidnappers
with a satellite phone, acting as an inter-
mediary and dispensing advice by tele-
phone from home. Two of the k id-
napped tourists were Americans. He is
also accused of providing material sup-
port to Al-Qaeda, and just days before
the 9/11 attacks he allegedly discussed
plans to open a computer lab for the
Taleban in Afghanistan. He is accused of
giving a co-conspirator 6,000 British
pounds ($10,000  under today ’s
exchange rate) to lease a building to
house the computer lab and pay for
some of the start-up expenses.— AFP

British hate preacher goes on trial in NY

TRIPOLI: For two weeks now, the rifles have been
silent along Syria Street in Lebanon’s Tripoli, an area
shot up so often that even memorial posters of men
killed just a few months ago are speckled with bullet
holes. Soldiers patrol quiet streets where gunmen
used to fight day and night - part of the Lebanese
authorities’ most serious effort yet to contain
spillover from Syria’s civil war since the three-year-old
conflict began in its much larger neighbor. But while
many in Tripoli, 30 km (20 miles) south of the Syrian
border, have welcomed what they see as an overdue
clampdown, they also worry it could falter under
renewed political bickering and a backlash by radical
Sunni militants.

“Traffic is returning, the area is coming back to
life,” said Ahmed Qashour, 57, raising his voice as
armored vehicles rumbled past the tahini sesame-
paste shop where he works on Syria Street, in the
north of the Mediterranean port city. “But what we
want, what we’re asking of the government, is that
this security plan continues - that it doesn’t stop.”
Syria’s civil war has divided Lebanon’s politicians,
while gunbattles, car bombs and rocket attacks
linked to Syria have killed scores of Lebanese and
revived memories of the country’s own 15-year civil
war that formally ended in 1990.

Disputes have been particularly acute over the
Shiite movement Hezbollah’s move to send fighters
to aid Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad, a fellow ally
of Shiite Iran. Some Lebanese Sunnis have mean-
while joined the rebels. The fact that the clampdown
is happening now indicates a rare moment of agree-
ment among international, regional and domestic
players who all have an influence on Lebanese poli-
tics, analysts and officials say - although there is still
plenty of scope for things to go wrong. “There is an
intersection of interests between all parties to have
Lebanon stable these days,” said Elias Hanna, a retired
Lebanese army general and senior lecturer on
geopolitics and war studies at the American
University of Beirut. “You cannot really afford to have
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon - this axis of instability -
going into havoc.”

Divided by Syria street
Tripoli is a microcosm of the ruptures that have

made Syria’s war so toxic and symbolic of how the
conflict has rejuvenated decades-old rivalries in
Lebanon. Like Syria, Lebanon’s second city is mostly
Sunni with a minority of Alawites, the Shiite-derived
sect to which Assad and much of his security estab-
lishment belong.

Tensions between the two communities have
erupted most spectacularly in gangland-style fight-
ing between two districts on the northern edge of
town that are divided by the appropriately named
Syria Street where Qashour works. Residents from
both neighborhoods have fought off and on since
Lebanon’s civil war ended 24 years ago, but Syria’s
conflict has pushed the violence to new levels.

Until recently, the authorities have been unable
or unwilling to stop the fighting, residents say, chalk-
ing up the failure of previous crackdowns to disputes
between politicians who stood to gain more than
they lost from the conflict. “Politicians were in dis-
agreement, and so when the security plan would
come down, the army would arrive,” Qashour said.
“The journalists would come and take pictures of
them, and then after two or three hours you
wouldn’t see anyone.”

But, like other residents, he said he detected a
new seriousness in the latest effort, which started
last week after around 30 people including an army

officer and a 10-year-old girl died in the latest round
of fighting. “This is the first time I’ve been able to
relax,” said Fouad Fahed, a merchant at the local mar-
ket. “Apparently there’s political cover for the army
now.”

Radical backlash
One of the biggest risks of the campaign is the

threat of a backlash from hardline Lebanese and
Syrian Sunnis who see double standards in a crack-
down on Sunni militants while Hezbollah maintains a
militia that rivals the Lebanese army in strength.
Already, there are signs some Sunni militants are
turning to attacks against the army: car bombs and
shootings have killed several soldiers over the past
month - common enough in Iraq and Syria but rare
in Lebanon, where the religiously mixed army is
often portrayed as a pillar of national unity and sta-
bility. On Tuesday, a hardline Sunni cleric, Dai Al-Islam
Al-Shahal, denounced the army raids on live televi-
sion, warning against the military becoming “a rod in
the hands of Hezbollah and Iran”. “I say with all hon-
esty and clarity, that Lebanon is being held captive,”
he said, his voice rising in anger. “Let’s not be in
denial, Lebanon is captive. Some want our army to
be pushed into following the example of the Syrian
army, killing its own people and being led by shabbi-
ha,” he added, referring to irregular fighters in Syria
who support Assad. While few Lebanese Sunnis are
likely to put it so caustically, Shahal is not the only
one to voice bitterness. A group calling itself the
Lebanese branch of the Nusra Front, Al-Qaeda’s
Syrian affiliate, has branded the army a legitimate
target because of its perceived help for Hezbollah.
Firebrand cleric Ahmed Al-Assir, whose supporters
fought a gunbattle with the army in June, has called
for Sunni soldiers to desert - a nightmare scenario
which, however unlikely, recalls Christian-Muslim
fractures during the civil war.

Political cover
Supporters of both Hezbollah and their political

rivals in the Sunni-led Future Movement each frame
the concord on deploying the army in Tripoli and in
other troubled areas near the border as evidence the

other has seen the error of its ways. “For three years,
we in the Future Movement have been asking for the
deployment of the army in Tripoli and disarmament
in the city,” said Ahmed Fatfat, a Sunni lawmaker from
north Lebanon.

“But despite there being a security plan, unfortu-
nately there was no political cover.” Hezbollah, he
said, had now shifted its stance partly because of fall-
out from its Syria intervention, which analysts say has
killed hundreds of its fighters and provoked retaliato-
ry attacks by Sunni militants against Shiite areas in
Lebanon. A senior figure in the Hezbollah-led March
8 coalition gave a mirror-image interpretation, saying
the breakthrough came because leaders in Future’s
March 14 coalition has realized the threat from radi-
cal Sunni militants was too great to ignore.

Hanna, the retired general, pointed to advances
by the Syrian army and its Hezbollah allies in areas of
Syria along the Lebanese border over the last month
as another factor. Now much of the Syrian side of the
border was firmly held by the Syrian army, Hezbollah
was, he said, less concerned about a deployment of
Lebanese troops hindering its fighters’ access to
Syria: “It is a win-win for Hezbollah,” he said. “And it is
a must for the Sunnis and the Future Movement.”

“Body without a head”
Despite discontent among hardliners, support for

the army runs strong among Sunnis, including in the
hillside villages of Akkar, a northern region of green
valleys and terraced farms where two soldiers were
gunned down on Tuesday. While the terrain and
proximity to Syria pose risks for anyone trying to
police the region, residents insist the killing of the
two soldiers was an isolated incident and that sol-
diers should consider themselves safe from attack by
locals. “The army is a red line for us,” Ali Ismail, a local
resident, said.

People in the area have economic as well as patri-
otic motives for their support - the army offers one of
the few chances of stable jobs in the poor, largely
agricultural region, meaning many have husbands,
sons and brothers in the military. “Here in Akkar, we
depend on the state and the army for employment,”
said Hussein Ammareddeen, 26.— Reuters 

Lebanon tackles violent 

spillover from Syria war

Car bombs, shootings target Lebanese soldiers

YABROUD: In this photo, a Syrian doctor (right) checks the injured legs of Hatem, 22, a Syrian
rebel who was injured during a battle against government forces and Hezbollah fighters. —AP  

ALGIERS: Algerian Ministers and representatives of the president-candidate
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, Amar Ghoul (left) and Amara Benyounes (center) wave at the
end of a political meeting of Bouteflika’s campaign manager ahead of the presiden-
tial election yesterday. —AFP

ALGIERS: Algeria’s Islamists-once the coun-
try’s leading political force-are boycotting
this month’s presidential election, chas-
tened by recent poor performances at the
polls and setbacks for ideological soul-
mates across North Africa. The three main
moderate Islamist parties have forged an
unlikely alliance with the fiercely secularist
Rally for Culture and Democracy to call on
voters to shun an election they say is a
“sham”. Such considerations have not pre-
vented some of them from taking part in
past elections and even backing President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, the ailing 77-year-old
incumbent whose bid for a fourth term
they are now united in opposing. Analysts
say the decision of all three parties to boy-
cott this time reflects a common fear of
rejection at the polls as Islamist groups suf-
fer reverses across the region.

The April 17 leadership contest comes
just months after the resignation of an
Islamist-led government in neighboring
Tunisia and the Egyptian army’s ouster of
Islamist president Mohamed Morsi last year
and its blacklisting of his Muslim
Brotherhood as a terrorist group. “The
Algerian Islamist parties are losing momen-
tum after the failure of political Islam in the
Arab Spring countries,” said analyst Said
Djabelkheir.

A resurgence of jihadist violence,
brought home to Algerian voters by a
deadly hostage-taking at the In Amenas
gas plant in the southern desert in January
last year, has also revived dark memories of
the civil war of the 1990s. A rival, more radi-
cal Islamist movement, the Islamic
Salvation Front (FIS), had been poised to
win a parliamentary election in 1991 when
the army stepped in to cancel it, prompting
many of its activists to take up arms. The
traumatic experience of the “black decade”
in which an estimated 200,000 people were
killed is never far from the minds of
Algerians and has forced the moderate
Islamists to negotiate a difficult balancing

act ever since.

Collaborate or boycott? 
Differences over whether to work with

the regime have left them fragmented and
weakened, their dismal performance in a
2012 general election contrasting sharply
with electoral victories for Islamists in
Egypt, Tunisia and Morocco. The Movement
for the Society of Peace (MSP) — the
Algerian branch of the Muslim
Brotherhood-supported Bouteflika from
when he first took power in 1999 right up
to early 2012, backing him when he was
last re-elected in 2009, and served in suc-
cessive governments.

But the MSP’s decision to break with the
regime cost both it and its newfound
Islamist opposition allies in the Front for
Justice and Development (FJD) and
Ennahda dearly.  The MSP had been the
third largest party in parliament, but the
parties’ joint list took just 48 seats out of
462 in the 2012 election.

Dalia Ghanem-Yazbeck, an analyst at the
Carnegie Middle East Centre, said the deci-
sion to boycott was probably “an excuse to
avoid yet another setback.” “It fails to hide
the fragmentation, divisions, and lack of
leadership within the current Islamist
movement as a whole. Their inability to for-
mulate a clear strategy, as a movement or
as individual parties, has cost them support
on the ground,” she argued.

For Amel Boubekeur, a specialist in polit-
ical Islam at the Jacques Berque centre in
Rabat, the rollercoaster of the past few
years as the hopes of the Arab Spring upris-
ings have receded has changed Islamists
across North Africa, who no longer think in
terms of power as an exclusive goal. But
she agrees that they lack a political pro-
gram. Forced “to take other players in the
political arena into account,” Algeria’s
Islamists have struggled to find common
ground or to rally behind a consensus pres-
idential candidate, she said. — AFP

Islamists boycott 

Algeria elections 

JERUSALEM: Israel has carried out a new land
appropriation in the occupied West Bank, the
Haaretz daily said yesterday, in a move that
could complicate efforts to extend troubled
peace talks with the Palestinians. Haaretz said
the Defense Ministry declared nearly 250 acres
(100 hectares) of territory in the Gush Etzion set-
tlement bloc just south of Jerusalem “state land”.
Asked by Reuters about the report, the ministry
declined immediate comment.

The land appropriation, the left-leaning
newspaper said, was the largest in years and
could eventually lead to the expansion of several
settlements and authorization of a settler out-
post built without Israeli government permis-
sion in 2001. The measure, which falls short of
annexing the land to Israel, is based on an Israeli
interpretation of an Ottoman-era law that
allowed the confiscation of tracts that had not
been planted or cultivated for several years in a
row.

Haaretz said the heads of nearby Palestinian
villages that claimed the land as theirs were
informed of the move last week and have 45
days to appeal. It was not immediately clear
whether the reported appropriation was part of
sanctions that Israel has begun to impose in
response to the April 1 signing by Palestinians of
15 international conventions and agreements

during the current crisis in US-brokered peace
negotiations.

Hanan Ashrawi, a senior member of the
Palestine Liberation Organization, accused Israel
of trying to destroy chances for peace through a
“frantic escalation” of settlement activity. “This is
the real face of the Israeli government,” she told
Reuters. “This is a government hostile to peace
moves and it’s taking steps which have a longer-
term strategy.”

Israeli optimism
Speaking before the Haaretz report

appeared, Israel’s chief peace negotiator, Tzipi
Livni said on the YNet news site that she is opti-
mistic the statehood negotiations will  be
extended beyond the original April 29 deadline
for a deal. “I believe that we are close enough to
a decision on the part of both leaderships,
encouraged by the Americans, to continue the
negotiations,” she said.

Livni has been meeting her Palestinian coun-
terpart Saeb Erekat in an intensive push over the
past few days to try to salvage the talks. Last
week, US Secretary of State John Kerry suggest-
ed that Israel’s publication on April 1 of a tender
for 708 homes for settlers in East Jerusalem was
the proximate cause for the near collapse of the
talks, which began in July.

Israel’s anti-settlement Peace Now movement
said on its website that at least 90 of the 120
Jewish settlements built in the occupied West
Bank since its capture in a 1967 war are on “state
land”. Most countries regard the settlements as
illegal. Palestinians seek a state in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip, with East Jerusalem as its capital,
and fear settlements will deny them a viable
country. Israel cites historical and Biblical links to
the West Bank and Jerusalem and says Gush
Etzion is one of the enclaves it intends to keep in
any future peace deal.

Citing Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas’s signing of UN human rights conven-
tions, Israel said on Wednesday it was limiting its
contacts with Palestinian officials, although Livni
could continue to meet negotiators.
Announcing another sanction a day later, an
Israeli official said Israel would deduct debt pay-
ments from tax transfers which the Palestinian
Authority routinely receives, and limit the self-
rule government’s deposits in Israeli banks. For
his part, Abbas has accused Israel of violating a
commitment to release two dozen prisoners at
the end of March, including Palestinians convict-
ed of killing Israelis, when the negotiations
resumed. This is the last group of 104 prisoners
Israel pledged to free as a confidence-building
measure. — Reuters 

Israel appropriates land in West Bank
BISSAU: Guinea-Bissau held watershed
presidential and parliamentary elections
yesterday aimed at ushering in a new era of
stability in a country plagued by drugs and
upended by a military coup. The polls cap
four decades of chaos marked by a series of
mutinies since the west African nation won
independence from Portugal, and commen-
tators have called for the new regime to
finally bring the military into line. The
impoverished country has been stagnating
for two years under the rule of a transitional
government backed by the all-powerful mil-
itary, with the economy anemic and cocaine
trafficking fuelling corruption.

Interim president Manuel Serifo
Nhamadjo, who is not a candidate, told AFP
he “hoped and wished to turn the page to
stability”.  “The problem of Guinea-Bissau is
political and military, and everyone must
work together in mutual respect,” he said.
Chronic volatility has fanned poverty in the
country of 1.6 million with few resources
other than cashew nuts and fish, attracting
South American drug cartels which have
turned it into a hub of cocaine trafficking for
west Africa.

The drug trade and the money it gener-
ates have corrupted all of Guinea-Bissau’s

public institutions, in particular the armed
forces, whose senior officers are accused of
involvement in trafficking. The United States
charged 2012 coup leader Antonio Indjai in
April last year with drug trafficking and
seeking to sell arms to Colombian FARC
rebels, while former navy chief Jose Americo
Bubo Na Tchuto was arrested by US federal
agents in waters off west Africa last year as
he was allegedly about to receive a large
shipment of cocaine.

“The new government will have to call
into question the privileges enjoyed by sen-
ior military officers and carefully resume the
security sector reforms that prompted the
army to stage the coup,” said Vincent
Foucher, a senior analyst for the
International Crisis Group. Thirteen politi-
cians have been seeking to convince the
people of Guinea-Bissau that they can stand
up to the generals and reform the armed
forces as the new president, while 15 parties
are fielding candidates for parliamentary
seats. Among the presidential hopefuls are
political heavyweights such as former
finance minister Jose Mario Vaz, and Abel
Incada, a member of the Party for Social
Renewal of former president Kumba Yala,
who died last week. —AFP

Guinea-Bissau votes 

in watershed polls
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VATICAN CITY: Pope Francis, marking Palm
Sunday in a packed St Peter’s Square, ignored
his prepared homily and spoke entirely off-
the-cuff in a remarkable departure from prac-
tice.  Later, he continued to stay from the
script by hopping off his popemobile to pose
for “selfies” with young people and also sip-
ping tea passed to him from the crowd. In his

homily, Francis called on people, himself
included, to look into their own hearts to see
how they are living their lives. “Has my life fall-
en asleep?” “Am I like Pontius Pilate, who,
when he sees the situation is difficult, washes
my hands?” He sounded tired, frequently
pausing to catch his breath, as he spoke for
about 15 minutes in his homily during Palm

Sunday Mass, which solemnly opens Holy
Week for the Roman Catholic Church.

“Where is my heart?” the pope asked, pin-
pointing that as the “question which accom-
panies us” throughout Holy Week. Francis
seemed to regain his wind after the 2 1/2 hour
ceremony. He shed his red vestments atop his
plain white cassock, chatted amiably with car-
dinals dressed more formally than he at that
point. Then he posed for “selfies” with young
people from Rio de Janeiro who had carried a
large cross in the square. He had barely
climbed aboard his open-topped popemobile
when he spotted Polish youths, they, too,
clamoring for a “selfie” with a pope, and he
hopped off, not even waiting for the vehicle
to fully stop, to oblige them. In another
moment in the pope’s long tour of the square,
the Vatican’s security chief poured herbal
mate tea from a thermos, thrust toward the
pontiff by someone in the crowd, into a mate
cup, also held out by an admirer, and passed
the cup to Francis for a sip.

In a crowd of around 100,000 Romans,
tourists and pilgrims, people clutched olive
tree branches, tall palm fronds or tiny braided
palm leaves shaped like crosses that were
blessed by Francis at the start of the ceremo-
ny. Francis used a wooden pastoral staff
carved by Italian prison inmates, who donat-
ed it to him. The pope wants to put people on
the margins of life at the center of the church’s
attention. 

Holy Week culminates next Sunday with
Easter Mass, also in St Peter’s Square. Many
faithful will remain in Rome, while others will
pour into the city for the April 27 canonization
of two popes, John Paul II and John XXIII.
Francis noted that John Paul’s long-time aide,
now Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz of Krakow,
Poland, had come to Rome. Francis noted he’ll
be making a pilgrimage to South Korea this
summer, with the key event an Asian youth
gathering on Aug 15 in Daejeon. —AP

DUNEDIN: Royal watchers were scrutinising the
duchess of Cambridge on her New Zealand tour
yesterday, after husband Prince William appeared
to hint a second baby is on the way. Kate, howev-
er, looked to dampen the speculation by drinking
wine and going on a jet boat ride, neither of
which are recommended for pregnant women.
The royals’ eight-month-old son Prince George,

third in line to the British throne, has been the star
of their New Zealand tour so far.

But William suggested during a walkabout in
the North Island town of Cambridge there may
soon be another royal baby to share the spotlight.
During a meeting with Cynthia Read, who knitted
the merino wool shawl which was New Zealand’s
official gift when George was born, William said

according to several reports: “You might have to
make another one soon!”  Read, who emigrated to
New Zealand from England eight years ago, was
convinced the prince was serious.

“The way William said it was like he was drop-
ping a hint, letting me in on a secret,” she told
reporters, adding the duchess said they were
delighted with the first shawl “and George wore it

a lot”. Kate was also seen to be sipping water dur-
ing an evening state reception for the couple on
Thursday, fuelling media speculation of a second
pregnancy. During a visit to a vineyard in the
acclaimed wine-producing area of Queenstown
yesterday there was intense interest in whether
Kate would indulge in a drop or two.

Central Otago Pinot Noir Ltd chairwoman

Lucie Lawrence, who escorted the duchess at
Amisfield Winery, said she had “six or seven” tastes.
“She was drinking it. She really enjoyed drinking
the Pinot Noir,” Lawrence said. There was also no
keeping Kate from accompanying William on a
wild jetboat ride on the Shotover River, racing
through shallow water at speeds of up to 85 kilo-
meters per hour (53mph). —AFP

William fuels ideas of second royal baby

Pope poses for ‘selfies’
Sombre, tired-looking pope presides at Palm Sunday

VATICAN: A girl jumps on the popemobile to hug Pope Francis at the end of the Palm Sunday
celebrations at St Peter’s square yesterday.— AP



CHIMBOTE: One by one, the senior offi-
cials from the capital took the micro-
phone and apologized to an auditorium
packed with angry people who had long
been living in fear. The officials admitted
they had failed to prevent a political mur-
der foretold by its victim. Their integrity
was in doubt. Peru’s chief prosecutor,
comptroller and the head of Congress’
investigations committee, which was
now holding a public hearing, had all
ignored evidence that Ezequiel Nolasco,
now murdered, had thrust in their faces
for months.

Having survived a 2010 assassination
attempt after he denounced government
corruption,  Nolasco had repeatedly
warned that his home state, Ancash, was
run by a criminal syndicate that plun-
dered the treasury, killed people it could-
n’t buy or intimidate, wiretapped foes and
used police as spies and journalists as
character assassins. A lone gunman fin-
ished the job on March 14, pumping five
bullets into the former construction union
leader when he stopped for a beer head-

ing from Lima to this coastal city that is
home to nearly half of Ancash’s 1.1 million
people.

Ancash was living under the ironclad
rule of a governor locals compared to US
mob legend Al  Capone,  his  pol i t ical
machine allegedly greased by tens of mil-
lions in annual mining revenues that had
made Ancash Peru’s richest state. “It’s a
mini-dictatorship,” said Christian Salas,
the public prosecutor dispatched from
Lima to clean things up. He asked to have
Gov. Cesar Alvarez jailed while more than
100 corruption cases involving his admin-
istration are revived, adding that the
local prosecutors’ office and courts were
“taken over by criminals.” —AFP

By Matthew H Tueller
US Ambassador to Kuwait 

Since last November, the people of
Ukraine have been striving to
define their own future.  In the
process, they have become a sym-

bol of courage and peaceful
change for the whole world. The
international community remains
united for Ukraine, respecting

Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial
integrity, and giving its citizens the
space and the support to help
them determine how their country
will be run and what their choices
will be.

Last November in Kyiv, a small
group gathered to tell their
President that they wanted their
voices heard. He had made a politi-
cal decision not to sign an
Association Agreement with the
European Union.  They disagreed,
and they told him so publicly. That
public protest swelled to the tens of
thousands.  Their voices rose up to
protest more than a political deci-
sion. Through the cold winter, citi-
zens from the entire country stood
together on the Maidan to urge an
end to corruption in their country,
more economic participation by
hard-working citizens instead of
shadowy secret business dealings,
and true constitutional protections.

This is not just about Ukraine.  t is
about basic principles that govern
relations among nations in the 21st
century. As President Obama stated
in Belgium on March 26, this is a
“moment of testing for Europe and
the United States, and for the inter-
national order that we have worked
for generations to build.”  This order
is based on a set of core principles
that include respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity.  Just
because Russia has a deep history
with Ukraine does not mean it
should be able to dictate Ukraine’s
future.  On March 27, one hundred
countries - including Kuwait —
aligned in the UN General Assembly
in support of the fundamental prin-
ciples of the UN Charter, in support
of Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, and against Russia’s
illegal actions.

Another important point:
Political activism in Ukraine today,

as on the Maidan through the win-
ter, includes all nationalities and all
religions that make up multi-ethnic
Ukraine.  The people of Ukraine-
Ukrainian, Russian, and Tartar speak-
ers alike-have the right to determine
their future as a sovereign and dem-
ocratic nation. Social media gives us
access to understand these opin-
ions firsthand. We need only to
watch their videos, view their pho-
tographs or read their blogs, circu-
lating the globe via a vibrant and
open social media.  A free and
unfettered Internet has given these
Ukrainian voices a global reach, so
we can see and hear and read for
ourselves what the citizens of
Ukraine have been striving to
achieve.  

The President, against whom the
first small protest was organized,
disappeared for seven days and
eventually left his country. The dem-
ocratically-elected representatives

of the people of Ukraine responded
to fill the leadership vacuum creat-
ed by Yanukovich’s cowardice,
organizing a temporary, technocrat-
ic interim government and early,
responsibly-organized elections. In
April that interim government will
propose economic and political
reforms that ensure a voice to each
citizen of Ukraine. In May, the popu-
lation of Ukraine will elect a new
president with a mandate to build
the future Ukraine that all of its peo-
ple want.

Meanwhile, in Crimea, Russia has
torn down and discarded the inter-
national legal order and thrown
away the very notion of the rule of
law. A forced, rushed, and illegal “ref-
erendum,” against the backdrop of a
foreign military intervention, was
used to justify a blatant land grab by
a neighboring country.  That prece-
dent cannot stand.  Crimea is
Ukraine. The border recognized in

the Ukrainian constitution is the
border of sovereign Ukraine. The
world has not been fooled into
belief that a referendum engineered
by Russia somehow justifies what is
simply a land grab by force.  

We do so not to keep Russia
down, but because the principles
that have meant so much to Europe
and the world must be lifted up. The
United States, Kuwait, and the
whole world has an interest in a
strong and responsible Russia, not a
weak one. In the coming weeks and
months, the world must continue to
stand up for the rights of brave peo-
ple everywhere who stand up to a
corrupt and authoritarian leader.
The citizens of Ukraine have asked
for our support as they come
together to define their reforms and
run their elections. For the sake of a
Europe whole, free and at peace, we
all need to stand together, united
for Ukraine.

US views on the situation in Ukraine

WASHINGTON: This file photo shows President Barack Obama signing execu-
tive actions, with pending Senate legislation, aimed at closing a compensa-
tion gender gap that favors men, in the East Room of the White House. —AP

BOSTON: Every time Roseann Sdoia
comes home, she must climb 18 steps -
six stairs into the building, 12 more to
her apartment. It is an old building in
Boston, with doors that are big and
heavy, not an easy place for an
amputee to live. When she left the hos-
pital, a month after the Boston
marathon bombing, she had a choice:
She could find another place to live,
one more suitable for someone who
wears a prosthetic that replaces most of
her right leg. Or, she could stay.

“Early on when all this happened, so
many people were telling me to move
out of the city and move out of my
apartment because of the stairs and I
don’t have an elevator and parking is
not very convenient,” she recalls. “But I
have been able to get past all of that.” In
that, she mirrors Boston itself.

“I have to tell you, honestly, Boston is
a better city now than it was before,”
Thomas Menino, who was Boston’s
mayor during the April 15 attacks.
“People learned how to deal with each
other, they had to deal with a tragedy.”
Not that it’s been easy. Three people
were killed at last year’s Boston
Marathon, and more than 260 were

injured, and the legacy of trauma and
lost limbs remains - as does the shock of
having endured a terrorist attack on a
cherished “Marathon Monday.”

Getting past the hurt
Nor can Bostonians forget the fear

that gripped a city locked down in the
midst of a manhunt, which ended in
the arrest of Dzhokhar Tsarnaev, now
20. Tsarnaev, of Chechen origin, faces 30
federal charges in the attack he alleged-
ly carried out with 26-year-old brother

Tamerlan, who died in a shootout with
police. But Boston has been able to get
past all of that. Copley Square, where
bombs went off at the finish line, is no
longer littered with impromptu tributes
to the dead and injured; they’re now on
display in an exhibit at the Boston
Public Library.

Roseann Sdoia is 46 years old, a vice
president of property management for
a Boston development company. She is
a cheerful woman; she smiles broadly
when she arrives at a hospital for physi-
cal therapy. “It’s just my nature,” she says.
“I’m not a negative person.” Still, she
says, she cries every day. “What is sink-
ing in is that life has changed,” she says,

her face awash with tears.
Sdoia is a runner, but she did not

take part in the marathon. She was at
the finish line, rooting for friends in the
race, when the second bomb went off.
Aside from her leg injury, she suffered
hearing loss. “Other than losing the bot-
tom of my right leg, I’m still me,” she
says. And yet, so much has changed.
She had to take more leave from the
job she loved. Winter and snow were
tough to handle. She’s had to tackle dai-
ly tasks - showering, vacuuming - differ-

ently. Marc Fucarile, a 35-year-old roofer,
also lost his right leg from above the
knee; he has shrapnel in his heart, and
still could lose his left leg.

$61 million in donation
“Everything has changed,” he says.

“How I use the bathroom, how I shower,
how I brush my teeth, how I get in and
out of bed.” His 6-year-old son, Gavin,
does not always understand. “Gavin is
like, ‘Hey, you want to go out and play?’
and I’m like, ‘There’s a foot of snow. I
can’t do snow. We’re not going out and
playing right now, sorry buddy.’ It breaks
my heart.” In the first three months after
the explosions, the One Fund, formed

last year by Menino and Massachusetts
Gov Deval Patrick, collected nearly $61
million in donations. In the next five
months, another $12 million in contri-
butions came in. This big-heartedness
was mirrored by a sort of proud defi-
ance, exemplified by the slogan “Boston
Strong.” The amount of merchandise
bearing it was astonishing.

“In the immediate aftermath of the
bombings, it became a peaceful mantra
that people could repeat and believe in.
And if they said it enough, tweeted it
enough, hash-tagged it enough, it
would actually be true,” says Dan
Soleau, a brand development manager
for Marathon Sports. Jennifer Lawrence,
a social worker at Boston Medical
Center, says the emphasis on “Boston
Strong” had had some unhappy conse-
quences.

“A lot of it is portraying that people
are so resilient and so strong. While that
is absolutely true, we are neglecting
that people still have hard days,” she
said. In the aftermath of the bombings,
more than 600 people took advantage
of the medical center’s mental health
services. And while most needed no
help after the first few months, she has
seen an increase in demand in recent
weeks, as the anniversary approached.

‘I don’t want a repeat’
Still, she says a “vast majority” of

those who came through the hospital’s
programs intend to attend this year’s
marathon, either as bystanders or run-
ners. Nicole Lynch will be there. Her
brother, Sean Collier, was the MIT officer
who was shot to death, allegedly by the
two suspects in the bombings. She will
be at the race with Team Collier Strong -
a group of 25 friends and family mem-
bers, including two of her siblings, who
will run to raise money for a scholarship
fund to put one person a year through
law enforcement training. William Evans
will be there, but he has little choice. He
has run the marathon 18 times - includ-
ing last year - but this time he will be
there as police commissioner, supervis-
ing beefed-up security including more
than 3,500 police officers (more than
twice last year’s force), more security
cameras, more bomb-sniffing dogs,
and restrictions on the kinds of bags
runners and spectators can bring. “It
weighs heavy on my mind, that I want
this to go off well,” he says. “I don’t want
anyone hurt. I don’t ever want a repeat
of the tragedy we saw that day.”  —AP

A year after bombing, 

Boston tries to heal
Boston announces marathon public safety measures

BOSTON: In this file photo, Boston Marathon bombing survivor Roseann Sdoia uses crutches as
she leaves Spaulding Rehabilitation Hospital. —AP

WASHINGTON: After months on the defensive
over his health law, a more combative President
Barack Obama has emerged to fight about gen-
der politics, leading to an election-year competi-
tion with Republicans for support from women.
No single group will be more important to
Democrats’ fortunes, say White House advisers,
than unmarried women, who are likely to go
Democratic - if they vote, and that’s far from cer-
tain when trust in Washington is low. The presi-
dent is trying to convince women that
Democrats are more concerned about improv-
ing their financial standing in difficult economic
times, and he charges Republicans with stand-
ing in the way. “Republicans in Congress have
been gumming up the works,” he said at White
House event on equal pay. “This isn’t just about
treating women fairly. This is about Republicans
seemingly opposing any efforts to even the
playing field for working families,” Obama said.

Republicans say they have learned impor-
tant lessons from previous elections where
women helped put Obama and other
Democrats in office. This year, the GOP is prom-
ising an aggressive counterattack. The
Republican National Committee plans to a new
initiative, “14 in ‘14,” to recruit and train women
under age 40 to help spread the party’s mes-
sage in the final 14 weeks of the campaign.
Representatives from all the party committees -
the RNC and those supporting GOP candidates
for Senate, House, governors and state legisla-
tors - meet regularly to plan strategy and advise
candidates.

They are encouraging candidates to include
their wives and daughters in campaign ads,
have women at their events and build a
Facebook-like internal database of women will-
ing to campaign on their behalf. Responding to
Obama’s equal pay event, Republicans cried
hypocrisy and pointed out that women on
average make less than men on the White

House staff. When the Senate voted on an
equal pay measure the next day, every
Republican voted no and said the law already
protects women from being paid less than
men.

The Republican Party committees are circu-
lating figures showing that poverty among
women has risen during Obama’s time in office,
while women’s average wages have dropped.
They say they are targeting older women, who
are more likely to vote Republican than
younger women, in part by highlighting cuts to
Medicare Advantage plans that the Obama
administration proposed and then reversed
under pressure. They say they will continue to
press the case that the health law has increased
costs for some people and affected their health
care plans.

“It feels to us like the White House and
Democrats are making decisions on legislation
and messaging priorities based on the fact that
they have to talk about anything but
Obamacare to appeal to their depressed base,”
said Republican National Committee spokes-
woman Kirsten Kukowski. Obama cites the
Affordable Care Act as an example of improved
gender equality. “Tens of millions of women are
now guaranteed free preventive care like mam-
mograms and contraceptive care, and the days
when you could be charged more just for being
a woman are over for good,” he said in his week-
ly address this weekend.

Obama has promoted women’s economic
issues at White House events and in recent trips
to Florida and Michigan, tightly contested
states. He embraced six original Rosie the
Riveters - women who took on traditionally
male jobs during World War II - on a recent
White House visit, and holds them up as an
example of equal pay for equal work. He held
the first White House event on combating cam-
pus sexual assault.—AP

Obama, Republicans compete 

for support amongst women

NEW YORK: Hero or traitor? America is still polarized over
Edward Snowden and whether the newspapers that
exposed the extent of NSA’s vast global spying network
should be lauded or condemned. Ten months later, the
question on journalists’ lips is whether America’s most
prestigious journalism prize, the Pulitzers, will honor
them when the annual awards are announced today. For
most journalists, there is no debate. In arguably the most
influential story of the decade, The Guardian and The
Washington Post broke sensational new ground by
exposing how the US government monitors the data of
millions.

But the leaks embarrassed the government, strained
relations with allies angered that Americans had been
tapping into the private phone calls of leaders and
sparked a debate within the United States on the merits
and morality of mass surveillance. Public opinion is at
worst divided. Many believe Americans have a right to
know what the government is doing. Others say
Snowden is a traitor and a criminal who should be prose-
cuted.

Paul Janensch, professor emeritus at Quinnipiac
University’s School of Communications, predicted ten-
sion between journalists and more establishment mem-
bers of the Pulitzer jury. “These are fabulous pieces of
journalism on the one hand, but on the other hand the
documents were leaked, they were classified, they were

distressing to the US government,” Janensch said. “And
the person who provided the information took refuge in
Russia, so I understand there can be serious debate.”

Journalists as ‘accomplices’ 
In January, Director of National Intelligence James

Clapper suggested that journalists reporting on the leaks
had acted as Snowden’s “accomplices.” Glenn Greenwald
and Laura Poitras, US journalists who interviewed
Snowden in Hong Kong, returned home to the United
States on Friday for the first time after breaking the story.
They told reporters after receving a George Polk Award
for their coverage with The Guardian’s Ewen MacAskill
and the Post’s Barton Gellman that they fear arrest and
being subpoened.

“I can’t imagine a more appropriate choice for a
Pulitzer Prize,” New York University media studies profes-
sor Mark Miller told AFP. “Glenn Greenwald has done
what American journalists are supposed to do, which is
serve the public interest by shedding a bright light on
egregious abuse of power by the government.”

There is “tremendous pressure” on journalists to toe
the line, Miller said, despite America’s relaxed press free-
dom laws. “The real journalistic heros in this country tend
to be the mavericks, the eccentrics, those who dare to
report stories that are often dismissed derisively as ‘con-
spiracy theory,’” he added.

Media experts say there is no evidence that any of the
reporting endangered national security, and Greenwald,
Poitras and MacAskill have emphasized how carefully
they had treated the material. Their supporters say it
would be damaging for the credibility of the Pultizer
Board, which has a reputation for being conservative, not
to honor the biggest scoop in a decade.

“They would have surrendered to the right-wing or
the culturally conservative on security questions in
American politics,” said Christopher Simpson, communi-
cations professor at American University in Washington.
American media is considered more conservative on
questions of US national security than foreign publica-
tions. “Notwithstanding the Internet and everything else,
there’s a significant gap between news coverage in the
US and Europe, most especially on international issues,”
Simpson said. “I think the European coverage defers less
to what the CIA might want than the US press does, and
that includes The Washington Post and The New York
Times.”

But Rem Rieder, media editor for USA TODAY, said that
public opinion and coverage had evolved over the last 10
months. Coverage that initially criticized Snowden as a
slacker has increasingly focused more on what he dis-
closed and what Americans should do about it.
“Whatever the Pulitzer Board does, the reaction at all lev-
els in our culture will be mixed,” Janensch said. —AFP

Snowden the ‘traitor’ 

looms over Pulitzers
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CORRECTION
In yesterday’s issue of the Kuwait
Times newspaper (Sunday, April 13),
the headline ‘Crime breeds mob ‘jus-
tice’ in Argentina’ was published with
a different story. We regret the error. 

Peru state a violent 

‘mini-dictatorship’
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No more pings
MH370’s black box batteries may have died

PERTH: Following four strong underwater signals in
the past week, all has gone quiet in the hunt for the
missing Malaysia Airlines jet, meaning the batteries
in the plane’s all-important black boxes may finally
have died. Despite having no new transmissions
from the black boxes’ locator beacons to go on, air
and sea crews were continuing their search in the
southern Indian Ocean yesterday for debris and any
sounds that may still be emanating. They are desper-
ately trying to pinpoint where the Boeing 777 could
be amid an enormous patch of deep ocean.

No new electronic pings have been detected
since Tuesday by an Australian ship dragging a US
Navy device that listens for flight recorder signals.
Once officials are confident that no more sounds will
be heard, a robotic submersible will be sent down to
slowly scour for wreckage. “We’re now into Day 37 of

this tragedy,” said aviation expert Geoffrey Thomas.
“The battery life on the beacons is supposed to last
30 days. We’re hoping it might last 40 days. However,
it’s been four or five days since the last strong pings.
What they’re hoping for is to get one more, maybe
two more pings so they can do a triangulation of the
sounds and try and narrow the (search) area.”

Recovering the plane’s flight data and cockpit
voice recorders is essential for investigators to try to
figure out what happened to Flight 370, which van-
ished March 8. It was carrying 239 people, mostly
Chinese, while en route from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, to Beijing. After analyzing satellite data,
officials believe the plane flew off course for an
unknown reason and went down in the southern

Indian Ocean off Australia’s west coast. Investigators
trying to determine what happened to the plane are
focusing on four areas - hijacking, sabotage and per-
sonal or psychological problems of those on board.

Two sounds heard a week ago by the Australian
ship Ocean Shield, which was towing the ping loca-
tor, were determined to be consistent with the sig-
nals emitted from the black boxes. Two more pings
were detected in the same general area Tuesday, but
no new ones have been picked up since then.
Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott has expressed
confidence that the pings picked up by the Ocean
Shield were coming from the plane’s two black box-
es, but he cautioned that finding the actual aircraft
could take a long time.

“There’s still a lot more work to be done and I
don’t want anyone to think that we are certain of

success, or that success, should it come, is going to
happen in the next week or even month. There’s a lot
of difficulty and a lot of uncertainty left in this,”
Abbott said Saturday in Beijing, where he was wrap-
ping up a visit to China. Searchers want to pinpoint
the exact location of the source of the sounds - or as
close as they can get - before sending the Bluefin 21
submersible down. It will not be deployed until offi-
cials are confident that no other electronic signals
will come, and that they have narrowed the search
area as much as possible.

The underwater search zone is currently a 1,300-
square-kilometer (500-square-mile) patch of the
seabed, about the size of Los Angeles. The sub takes
six times longer to cover the same area as the ping

locator, and will need about six weeks to two
months to canvass the current underwater zone. The
signals are also coming from 4,500 meters (15,000
feet) below the surface, which is the deepest the sub
can dive. The surface area being searched yesterday
for floating debris was 57,506 square kilometers
(22,203 square miles) of ocean extending about
2,200 kilometers (1,367 miles) northwest of Perth. Up
to 12 planes and 14 ships were participating in the
hunt. 

Meanwhile, Malaysia on Sunday rejected claims
that phone calls were made from missing flight
MH370 before it vanished, but refused to rule out
any possibility in a so far fruitless investigation over
the cause of the jet’s disappearance. The New Straits
Times, quoting an anonymous source, had reported
Saturday that co-pilot Fariq Abdul Hamid made a call
which ended abruptly, possibly “because the aircraft
was fast moving away from the (telecommunica-
tions) tower”.

There had also been unconfirmed reports of calls
by the Malaysia Airlines plane’s captain Zaharie
Ahmad Shah before or during the flight. Malaysian
Transport Minister Hishammuddin Hussein told
reporters Sunday that authorities had no knowledge
of any calls made from the jet’s cockpit. “As far as I
know, no,” he said when asked if any calls had been
made. However, he added that he did not want to
speculate on “the realm of the police and other inter-
national agencies” investigating the case.

“I do not want to disrupt the investigations that
are being done now not only by the Malaysian
police but the FBI, MI6, Chinese intelligence and oth-
er intelligence agencies,” he said at a press confer-
ence in Kuala Lumpur. Hishammuddin also said no
passenger on the plane had been cleared in the
criminal investigation into the fate of the flight, clari-
fying an earlier indication from Malaysia’s police
chief.

“The Inspector-General of Police said at that par-
ticular point in time there is nothing to find suspi-
cion with the passenger manifesto but ... unless we
find more information, specifically the data in the
black box, I don’t think any chief of police will be in a
position to say they have been cleared.” The police
chief also clarified last week that passengers had not
categorically been cleared as the investigation was
ongoing.

Pilots under scrutiny 
Pilots Fariq and Zaharie have come under

intense scrutiny since the plane vanished en route
from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing with 239 people on
board on March 8, with still no clue as to the cause
of the disappearance. Investigators last month indi-
cated that the flight was deliberately diverted and
its communication systems manually switched off
as it was leaving Malaysian airspace, triggering a
criminal investigation by police which has revealed
little so far. —Agencies

BENTONG: A member of Kechara Buddhist organization offers prayers for passengers
onboard the missing Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 at Kechara Forest Retreat in
Bentong, outside Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, yesterday. —AFP

KABUL: Former opposition leader
Abdullah Abdullah led yesterday after the
first official results from Afghanistan’s
presidential election, but recorded inci-
dents of serious fraud exceed figures for
2009, when over a million suspect votes
were thrown out. Initial results based on
10 percent of the vote from 26 out of 34
provinces showed Abdullah in the lead
with 41.9 percent, the Independent
Election Commission said, while Western-
leaning academic Ashraf Ghani came sec-
ond with 37.6 percent.

A third candidate, running with the
backing of two of President Hamid
Karzai’s brothers, trailed far behind
with 9.8 percent. “I want to make clear
that the results could change in future,
as we announce the results with addi-
tional percentages of the vote and this
is not the final result,” said the chair-
man of the election commission,
Ahmad Yousuf Nuristani.

Afghanistan’s allies praised the April
5 vote as a success because of the high
turnout, estimated at 60 percent of 12
million eligible votes, and the failure of
Taleban militants to stage high-profile
attacks on the day. But evidence of
widespread fraud could undermine the

legitimacy of an election meant to ush-
er in Afghanistan’s first democratic
transfer of power, as incumbent Hamid
Karzai prepares to step down after
more than 12 years in power, and as
Western forces prepare to leave.

The election complaints body hinted
it might need more time than expected
to investigate all of the complaints
though the volume would not affect the
overall schedule for electing a leader.
Final results are due on May 14. “There is
a possibility, in order to review the high
number of complaints accurately, that
we may expand the time frame for
reviewing complaints in provinces for
some days,” said Nader Mohseni,
spokesman for the Independent Election
Complaints Commission (IECC).

The three front runners have all
complained of fraud. To win, a candi-
date must secure more than 50 per-
cent ofvalid ballots. Failing that, the
top two candidates go into a run-off.
Partial results from a sample of ballots
were expected on Saturday but they
have been delayed. The IECC has
recorded a total 870 incidents of fraud
classed as “Priority A”, complaints con-
sidered serious enough to affect the

outcome of the election, higher than
the 815 incidents recorded in 2009.

That said, the greater number
recorded this year could reflect a
greater willingness or capacity on the
part of observers and voters to com-
plain about fraud. Video clips of polling
station workers and other people stuff-
ing ballot boxes are circulating on the
Internet, but it remains unclear
whether fraudulent votes might have
benefited any one candidate over
another. In 2009, ballot-box stuffing
was the most common type of fraud.
The complaints commission has yet to
disclose which type of suspected fraud
was most prevalent this time.

Overall, the IECC has recorded a
total of 3,724 complaints, exceeding
the total of 3,072 in 2009. The num-
ber could rise as complaints reported
in the provinces reach Kabul. Urban
participation in the election was
unexpectedly high, but it is unclear to
what extent rural voters were
deterred by the Taleban, who con-
demned the vote, and what role state
officials,  including police, had in
encouraging people to back a partic-
ular candidate. —Reuters

MANILA: In this photo, Roman Catholic priest Father Robert Reyes jogs with
supporters. —AP

MANILA: As the band of protesters approached a
red stoplight, a cry went up from the priest lead-
ing them: “Run! Run! Run!” The Rev Robert Reyes
jogged out into the clogged Manila street, raising
his hand to the  traffic - a small act of disobedi-
ence in a life punctuated with them. The group of
about 40 followed him at a brisk clip, waving ban-
ners with slogans against the eviction of slum
dwellers to make way for a new shopping mall.
“Running has a Pied Piper affect,” said Reyes, an
activist priest with a buzz cut for whom running,
either with others or alone on multi-day ultra-
marathons, is a preferred form of protest. “It draws
people in.” For more than 30 years, Reyes, dubbed
the “running priest” by the local media, has been a
constant critic of corruption in the Philippines and
often times the church itself, which he charges
has abandoned its obligation to help the poor
and sided with those in power in Asia’s largest
Roman Catholic nation. He has spearheaded
numerous campaigns, big and small. He’s protest-
ed against the tobacco industry after his brother
died of lung cancer, and blamed mining compa-
nies for environmental degradation. He’s targeted
corporate conglomerates, especially mall devel-
opers. He opposes the presence of American
troops in the country.

Reyes, 59, says Pope Francis’ emphasis on
social justice has given him an extra shot of moti-
vation. But his activism and outspokenness has
apparently rankled church leaders. When he was
younger, Reyes fit into the church quite well
under Manila’s Cardinal Jaime Sin, who was a
leading voice in the “people power” campaigns
that led to the ouster of the US-backed dictator,

President Ferdinand Marcos, in 1986, and later
President Joseph Estrada in 2001.

Reyes said his relationship soured irrevocably
with church leaders in 2005, when he led a
hunger strike in a Manila park against then-
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo over allega-
tions she rigged elections. Asked by a television
crew why the bishops were not supporting him,
he answered that they had “betrayed God and
betrayed the people.” “After that, it was downhill
as far as working for the church was concerned,”
he said. Reyes claims church leaders refused to
give him a position as a priest overseeing a parish
unless he stopped protesting. So last year, he tried
a different tack: After a year of silence and monas-
tic life, he was ordained as a monk in the
Franciscan order, which is more sympathetic to his
activism. The bishops’ conference did not respond
to requests for comment. Reyes unashamedly
courts the media, saying doing so is vital in get-
ting the message of social justice to a wider audi-
ence. Critics charge he is a self-promoter who
jumps from issue to issue, depending on whatev-
er is getting attention. His friends say his concern
for the poor continues when the cameras aren’t
around. “Someone will call up and say, ‘My father
is being taken to hospital, can you come?’ and he
will leave, right away, there is no question,” said
Dennis Murphy, an American urban poor activist
in Manila who has known Reyes for years. “It’s
something that comes natural to him. He feels
that this is something he should do.” Reyes’ father
worked for an American shipping company in the
Philippines, giving him a comfortable childhood
before joining the church. —AP

‘Running priest’ 
campaigns for poor

Abdullah leads in first 
results of Afghan vote

JAKARTA: A small Indonesian polit-
ical party has struck a deal with the
main opposition party, clearing the
way for its popular presidential can-
didate to run for the top job in July,
a senior official of the smaller party
said yesterday. In a Wednesday par-
liamentary election, the Indonesian
Democratic Party-Struggle (PDI-P),
whose presidential candidate is
the popular governor of Jakarta,
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo, fell short of
securing the 25 percent of votes
needed to nominate its candidate
on its own for a July 9 presidential
election.

The main opposition party’s fail-
ure to secure a decisive victory in
the legislative elections led to
some concern in financial markets
that Southeast Asia’s biggest econ-
omy was in for a period of political
horse-trading. Both stocks and the
rupiah currency lost ground after

the vote. But yesterday, the small
National Democrat (NasDem) par-
ty, which is led by media tycoon
Surya Paloh, said it had struck a
deal with the PDI-P, clearing the
way for Jokowi to run in July, when
he is widely seen as likely to win.

“NasDem has a similar ideology
to that of PDI-P and we have been
communicating intensively for
months,” Willy Aditya, vice secre-
tary general of NasDem, told
Reuters by text message. “We hope
to be able to build a platform of
restoration for Indonesia through
our new government.” PDI-P offi-
cials did not respond to telephone
calls seeking comment. The pact is
likely to ease investors’ concern
about prolonged political uncer-
tainty. The PDI-P secured 19 per-
cent of the vote on Wednesday,
according to unofficial results,
while NasDem got 6 percent.

The PDI-P’s unconvincing win
was partly due to poor campaign-
ing and a failure to get the mes-
sage out to all voters that Jokowi
will be its candidate for president,
analysts said. The deal with the
party of Paloh, the founder and
owner of Indonesian news televi-
sion network Metro TV and pub-
lisher of the Media Group, should
help with the job of getting infor-
mation out.

The PDI-P is likely to be still look-
ing for political allies. Although the
deal with NasDem clears the way for
Jokowi’s nomination, if he becomes
president he will need a broader
coalition to get legislation through
parliament. President Susilo
Bambang Yudhoyono and his ruling
Democratic Party suffered during
their second and final term after fail-
ing to get parliamentary backing for
various policies. —Reuters

Indonesian parties clear way 
for top presidential candidate
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He said the announcement indicates that what had
been practiced in the past secretly is being done in
public now, which shows that such MPs have no respect
for the people. Kandari called on the prime minister to
accept the grilling and answer whether the grants were
paid from his own money or from the Cabinet’s, and
why they had been paid to lawmakers.

Adasani said he was shocked that a lawmaker comes
out in public to say he has received cash from the prime
minister and distributed them as aid to needy people,
adding there are many charity organizations taking care

of such issues. Adasani questioned if the prime minister
would have paid the money if Tameemi was not an MP
and if the premier grants cash to common people. He
also wondered how would an MP monitor the govern-
ment after accepting cash grants from the premier.

Shiite MP Khalil Abul said the planned grilling is well-
deserved because what Tameemi said is very serious
and constitutes a grave harm to the legislature. He said
that charity should be done properly through the right
channels and not by giving the money to MPs. MP Safa
Al-Hashem said what happened violates article 122 of
the constitution, besides being a contradiction of
norms and values.

Outraged MPs to grill PM over cash...

Continued from Page 1

The cause of the inferno remains under investigation.
Bachelet has declared the area a disaster zone, allowing the
armed forces to assist in the relief efforts. The stench of smoke
and charred wood shrouded Valparaiso as dawn broke, with
firefighters still working to battle the flames that so far has rav-
aged just under 2,000 acres.

Residents who had been evacuated returned to their neigh-
borhoods to discover their homes reduced to smoldering ruins.
Mother-of-four Monica Vergara said she had lost everything but
voiced relief that her children were safe. “I heard a huge explo-
sion and it felt like our house lifted up. A fireman evacuated us,”
she told AFP. “I’ve lost everything but my four children are safe
and that’s all that matters.”

The overnight death toll increased from four to 16 early yes-
terday as rescuers began discovering bodies in destroyed
dwellings. “At this time there are 16 confirmed dead,” Valparaiso
Police Chief Julio Pineda told 24 Horas television. Roughly 500
people were being treated for injuries, mostly minor but some
serious. Firefighters warned that extinguishing the flames was
complicated by the area’s hilly geography, narrow streets and
persistent strong winds.

Overnight, many residents watched helpless, from distant
vantage points, as the hills burned bright red. Thick smoke
clouded the sky. Those caught in the path of the blaze after it
erupted Saturday afternoon reported a fast-moving inferno

that roared toward town, fanned by winds and searing temper-
atures. “It was as if hell encircled my family,” Miguel Ramirez told
AFP. “The fire raced down the hills and destroyed everything in
its path.”

More than 200 inmates at a women’s prison were evacuated
due to “large amounts of smoke produced by the fire,” said Tulio
Arce, regional jail guard director. With the city spread out over
more than 40 hills, emergency vehicles had trouble getting to
their destinations. “My brother’s house was entirely burnt. We
had only finished it two weeks ago. We tried to save something
but it was truly an inferno,” one resident, Cristobal Perez, told the
Chilevision television network. “I started to become overcome
by the smoke along with my two dogs. It was terrible - impossi-
ble to breathe,” another resident told the channel. The vast blaze
has caused cuts to power and drinking water in many areas.

Valparaiso is one of Chile’s most important ports. It lived its
era of glory from the mid-19th century to the early 20th as a
stopover point for ships steaming down South America and to
round its southern tip into the Atlantic Ocean. The center of the
city still features the many colored houses dating from that
period, built by European immigrants. Its cobbled streets and
funicular trams running up near-vertical rails supported its 2003
listing as a UNESCO-protected heritage site. Fires occur fre-
quently in central Chile, where summer sends temperatures
soaring. In Feb 2013, some 105 homes were destroyed in
Valparaiso, affecting 1,200 people, after a 27-year-old man start-
ed a blaze. — AFP 

16 dead in Chile inferno

DUBAI: In this Oct 9, 2013 photo, Emirati staff members of the Bluewaters Island project talk to each other in front
of a video screen to promote the project during the second day of a real estate fair called Cityscape Global. — AP 

ABU DHABI: The United Arab Emirates finance minister
said yesterday that officials are finalizing a new law to
boost entrepreneurship with broad incentives, part of a
wider push to create jobs for a burgeoning young pop-
ulation. UAE Finance Minister Sultan bin Saeed Al-
Mansouri told reporters at a news conference unveiling
the new law that he expects it will go into effect within
the next three months after Cabinet gives its approval.
He said the law is aimed at encouraging job creation by
helping Emiratis start small- and medium-sized busi-
nesses.

Incentives offered to citizens will include access to
loans, contracts with state-owned companies, and land
grants for industrial and agricultural projects, as well as
exemptions on customs tax for raw material and equip-
ment. The draft law also requires government agencies
to contract at least 10 percent of their needs with these
firms. Companies that the state owns more than a 25-
percent stake in would have to contract at least 5 per-
cent of their purchasing, service and consulting needs
with the firms.

The law is the latest in a series of reforms the oil-rich
UAE has undertaken in recent years to diversify its econ-
omy. The UAE’s economy is estimated to grow by 4.5
percent this year, supported by its tourism, hospitality
and real estate markets. Across Gulf Arab countries, gov-
ernments are backing similar efforts to create more pri-
vate sector jobs in a region where government still
employs the vast majority of citizens. The need to create
jobs is urgent. The International Monetary Fund warns
that up to 1.6 million young people will enter the work-

force in the next five years in Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Oman, Kuwait, Qatar and the UAE. But, the body said
that only around 600,000 will find jobs in the private
sector by 2018.

While millions of private sector jobs have been creat-
ed over the past decade in wealthy Gulf countries, more
than three-quarters have gone to foreign workers who,
for example, outnumber the local population in the UAE
seven to one. More than two-thirds of UAE nationals
work for the government, according to the IMF. The UAE
finance minister said the new law is important in pro-
moting sustainable development in the country and
creating new jobs, especially for young people.

“The success of any country’s economy greatly
depends on small  and medium enterprises,” Al
Mansouri said, adding that in the UAE, this sector con-
tributed to more than 60 percent to the country’s non-
oil economy. He said the government has a plan to
boost that figure to 70 percent by 2020. The National,
the UAE’s flagship daily English newspaper out of Abu
Dhabi, reported that The Emirates Development Bank
will have to ensure at least 10 percent of its loans are
directed to small- and medium-sized firms under the
new law.

Each of the seven emirates of the UAE can enhance
the new scheme with additional incentives, officials
said. “Somehow, it’s an open budget,” Abdul Baset Al
Janahi, CEO of Mohammed bin Rashid Establishment
for Small- and Medium-Size Enterprise Development,
told AP. “As long as it’s a national who has a dream,
there’s no budget limits.” -— AP 

UAE unveils new law in 

push for job creation



THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL               : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING          : 24835616/7
FAX                            : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION          : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS              : 24835619
COMMERCIAL          : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

All articles appearing on these
pages are the personal opinion of
the writers. Kuwait Times takes no
responsibility for views expressed
therein. Kuwait Times invites read-
ers to voice their opinions. Please
send submissions via email to: opin-
ion@kuwaittimes.net or via snail
mail to PO Box 1301 Safat, Kuwait.
The editor reserves the right to edit
any submission as necessary.

With an elected president, two-chamber par-
l iament and a constitutional  counci l ,
Algeria certainly looks like a democracy,

even if the army has played a key political role since
the war of  independence.  Former premier Sid
Ahmed Ghozali, questioned by Algerian news web-
site TSA,  did not mince his  words.  President
Abdelaziz Bouteflika, who is running for a fourth
term in an April 17 election, “by law, has consider-
able powers” but “in fact, absolutely not”. The role of
Algeria’s military intelligence and security service,
the DRS, has been in the spotlight since an unprece-
dented charge levelled against its chief.

All-powerful General Mohamed “Toufik” Mediene,
who has held the job since 1990, was asked by Amar
Saadani, secretary general of the ruling National
Liberation Front, to stop meddling in politics and
resign. The affair caused a sensation in Algeria,
where General Toufik is now suspected of being
opposed to another term for Boutefl ik a,  even
though the incumbent’s bid is supported by the
armed forces chief of staff, General Ahmed Gaid-
Salah.

In an unexpected twist, the accusation gave rise
to a wave of solidarity with the feared DRS, which
was on the front line during Algeria’s bloody civil
war of  the 1990s when Is lamist  mil itanc y was
crushed. Newspapers charged that the “presidential
clan” was behind Saidani ’s attack and accused
Bouteflika, who holds the title of supreme com-
mander of the armed forces, of working to divide the
army, a charge he has dismissed as “fictional”.

It was the army which called on Bouteflika to run
for the presidency back in 1999, when his six rivals
pulled out complaining of electoral fraud. When he
took office 15 years ago as the military’s chosen can-
didate, Bouteflika, now 77 and in frail health, vowed
he would not be “a three-quarters president”. Since
independence from France in 1962, the army has
either directly named the president or played the
kingmaker through an “authoritarian election”,
according to sociologist Mohammed Hachemaoui
who said a “praetorian college” rules Algeria using
“unwritten rules”. Political scientist Karim Amellal
said the “opaqueness” of state institutions in Algeria
is rooted in the 1954-1962 independence war.

Strong Hold 
“The military command exercises a strong hold

over the whole of the political, economic and social
system” in the oil-rich North African state, according
to Madjid Benchikh, a jurist and former dean of the
Algiers Law Faculty. “By selecting the head of state, it
dominates the whole institutional and administra-
tive system because the president of the republic is
the central piece,” he said. But for Ahmed Ouyahia,
chief of staff in the president’s office and several-
times prime minister, “the presidency has never lost
its authority ...  Ever since Bouteflika’s election, he
has been a 100 percent president ... To say the army
decides is a lie.” 

Benchikh said the source of the DRS’s power is its
decisive role in state appointments. “As an organ of
the army, it has more than just its say on the nomi-
nation of most officials. From that point onwards,
they do not or cannot act outside the system of alle-
giance to the military command and its DRS,” he
explained. Ghozali said this applied to hundreds of
thousands of people, including all state employees,
“from the top of the ladder, the president of the
republic, to the head of a dairi (sub-prefecture) and
even below.” “Nobody can be named without the
accord of the services (GRS).”

Hachemaoui, the sociologist, said the army’s net-
work and influence thus reaches all state organs,
including the central bank as well as Algeria’s for-
eign, religious affairs and information ministries. The
DRS does not only have its appointees at every level
of the state administration, it also “preempts public
powers”, he said. For Hachemaoui, the agency even
sets up opposition parties, independent newspapers
and civil society groups. —AFP

By Amer Ouali
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By Karin Laub

Since graduating from a local medical
school nine years ago, Basel Nassar
has been barred from serving his com-

munity in east Jerusalem, despite a short-
age of doctors there. Like dozens of other
Palestinian doctors, Nassar has been caught
in the political battle between Israel and the
Palestinians over east Jerusalem. Israel cap-
tured and annexed the traditionally Arab
sector in 1967, a step not recognized by
most of the world, while the Palestinians
seek it as a capital.

Palestinians long have held that Israel’s
attempt to impose its sovereignty over east
Jerusalem - the emotional core of the
Mideast conflict and home to major reli-
gious shrines - has violated basic rights and
disrupted the lives of many of the city’s
Arab residents. Yet Israel’s policy of banning
dozens of Jerusalem residents from working
in the city as doctors increasingly is being
criticized by Israelis, including leading
physicians who say politics must not trump
the right to healthcare.

Earlier this month, an Israeli court over-
turned the Health Ministry ’s ban after
Nassar and others sued, ostensibly clearing
the way for him and 54 other doctors - who
are graduates of the Palestinians’ Al-Quds
University - to apply for Israeli medical
licenses. But it’s not clear if the government
has dropped the legal battle.

Critics say the issue is rooted in politics,
not medical standards. Many of the doctors
have passed medical examination tests else-
where, including the US and western
Europe. But since all graduated from Al-
Quds, a university with a foothold in east
Jerusalem, Israeli recognition of their
degrees could be seen as acknowledgment
of Palestinian claims to the eastern sector of
the city. The Health Ministry applied a similar
ruling several years ago to a small group of
graduates on a onetime basis. It hasn’t ruled

out appealing the latest court decision.

‘Simple Equation’
Nassar, 34, had planned to emigrate to the

US because he could no longer support his
family on a monthly salary of $1,300 at a West
Bank clinic. He could earn about triple at Israeli
hospitals. Following the court decision, he says
he will stay, seeking training as a cardiologist in
Israel and then work in east Jerusalem, where
heart specialists are scarce. “Eventually it’s a
simple equation,” he said. “People in need.
Good physicians and qualified physicians.
These shall serve these.”

Nassar and the other doctors who took the
Israeli government to court graduated from Al
Quds, named after the Arabic word for
Jerusalem - “the holy one”. The university’s

main campus is located in Abu Dis, a West
Bank suburb that straddles Jerusalem’s munic-
ipal boundary, but the university also has sev-
eral satellite campuses, including three in east
Jerusalem. The medical school - the first
established in the Palestinian territories in
1994 - is in Abu Dis.

While pledging its commitment to aca-
demic freedom, Al Quds also views itself as a
defender of Palestinian rights in Jerusalem. In
its brochure, it describes itself as “an embodi-
ment of Palestinian perseverance in
Jerusalem”. Because of the east Jerusalem
branches, Israeli authorities have refused to
recognize Al Quds as a foreign university, a
status conferred on other West Bank institu-
tions of higher learning. The Council of Higher
Education in Israel, meanwhile, hasn’t ruled on

the university’s repeated requests to put the
east Jerusalem campuses of Al Quds under
Israeli oversight, university officials said.

Held Hostage 
As a result, the Israel Health Ministry pre-

vented the Al Quds medical school graduates
from taking the Israeli licensing exams that are
open to graduates of foreign universities. In
2009, after legal action, the ministry permitted
15 graduates to take the Israeli exam, but
refused to turn this into policy. In 2011, Nassar
and other graduates went to court. Israeli attor-
ney Shlomo Lecker, who represented the
young doctors, said Israel was holding his
clients “hostage” to pressure Al Quds to close its
academic institutions in east Jerusalem.

In early April, Jerusalem’s District Court ruled
in favor of the Palestinian doctors, all residents
of the city, and said the ministry must let them
take the Israeli exams. Asked if this would now
become policy, the ministry said in a written
response that “the ruling does not only apply
to the petitioners,” but that “we cannot commit
to every future case.” It said it would soon
“enable those among the Al Quds graduates
who are eligible” to take the exams, but “on
condition that no appeal will be filed by the
state concerning this ruling.” Government
spokesman Mark Regev declined further com-
ment.

Dr Hani Abdeen, the dean of the medical
school, said Israel’s refusal to accredit his gradu-
ates, particularly the Jerusalem residents, has
exacerbated a brain drain. About 75 medical
students graduate from Al Quds each year, and
of those about 30 to 40 percent move to the
US, Europe and Arab countries seeking higher
pay and advancement opportunities, he said.
Some would likely stay if allowed to enter the
Israeli system, he said. Dr Ruth Stalnikovicz,
who heads the emergency department at the
Hadassah University Hospital on Jerusalem’s
Mount Scopus, said she would welcome more
Arabic-speaking doctors in the city. “Politics
should not be involved,” she said. —AP

Doctors caught in fight over Jerusalem

In this April 10, 2014 photo, Palestinian students attend a class in the Faculty
of Medicine at the Al-Quds University in the West Bank village of Abu Dis near
Jerusalem. —AP

By Ben Fox

Attorney James Connell has visited his client inside
the secret Guantanamo prison complex known as
Camp 7 only once, taken in a van with covered win-

dows on a circuitous trek to disguise the route on the scrub
brush-and-cactus covered military base. Connell is allowed
to say virtually nothing about what he saw in the secret
camp where the most notorious terror suspects in US cus-
tody are held except that it is unlike any detention facility
he’s encountered. “It’s much more isolating than any other
facility that I have known,” the lawyer says. “I’ve done cases
from the Virginia death row and Texas death row and these
pretrial conditions are much more isolating.”

The Camp 7 prison unit is so shrouded in secrecy that its
location on the US base in Cuba is classified and officials
refuse to discuss it. Now, two separate but related events
are forcing it into the limelight. In Washington, the Senate
Intelligence Committee voted on April 3 to declassify a por-
tion of a review of the US detention and interrogation pro-
gram in the aftermath of the Sept. 11, 2001, Al-Qaeda
attack. The report, the release of which is opposed by the
CIA, is expected to be sharply critical of the treatment of
prisoners, including some now held in Camp 7.

And on Monday, a judge in Guantanamo will open a
hearing into the sanity of one of those prisoners, Ramzi
Binalshibh, whose courtroom outbursts about alleged mis-
treatment in Camp 7 have halted the already bogged-down
effort to try five men in the Sept 11 attacks, all of whom are
held there. Both issues are deeply intertwined. Binalshibh
has accused the government of making noises and vibra-
tions inside Camp 7 to deliberately keep him awake, remi-
niscent of the intentional sleep deprivation, along with oth-
er forms of abuse, that his lawyers say he endured at the
hands of the CIA from the time he was captured in Pakistan
in Sept 2002 to when he was brought to Guantanamo four
years later.

Sleep Disruption 
Military officials deny doing anything intentional to dis-

rupt his sleep. Prosecutors say his accusations are delusions,

though they still believe he is mentally competent to stand
trial. His lawyers say he is competent, but are not convinced
officials have adequately investigated his complaints. His
mental state is somewhat murky. Court records show
Binalshibh has been treated while in Guantanamo with
medications that are used for bipolar disorder and schizo-
phrenia, but he did not participate in a court-ordered men-
tal evaluation in January.

The judge, Army Col James Pohl, could decide to sever
Binalshibh from the case against his co-defendants, all of
whom are being tried by military commission on charges
that include terrorism and murder and face the death
penalty if convicted. Another possibility is that his inability
to sleep and his fevered outbursts in court, which prompted
the judge to order him removed from the courtroom in
December, are a result of post-traumatic stress from his
treatment at secret CIA interrogation centers known as
black sites, said Anne Fitzgerald, director of the research
and crisis response program for Amnesty International.

“The problem is that because everything is done in
secret and there is so little opportunity for even the lawyers
to have access to their clients it’s difficult for anybody to fig-
ure out what is actually happening,” said Fitzgerald, who is
at the base to observe the sanity board proceedings. Camp
7 has never been part of the scripted tours of Guantanamo
offered to journalists and there are no published photos. It’s
not even mentioned on a military media handout about the
detention center, which otherwise notes that the military
“conducts safe, humane, legal and transparent care and cus-
tody of detainees”.

Military officials, while insisting that they adhere to inter-
national human rights standards, refuse to describe Camp
7. “I’m not even functionally allowed to discuss the place,”
said Army Lt Col Todd Breasseale, a Pentagon spokesman. A
few facts have come out through government reports and
court testimony. It apparently holds 15 of the 152 prisoners
at Guantanamo. Those held in Camp 7 include Khalid
Sheikh Mohammed, who has portrayed himself as the mas-
termind of the Sept 11 attack and is on trial with Binalshibh.
Also held there is a Saudi prisoner charged with orchestrat-
ing the deadly bombing of the USS Cole in 2000.

Falling Apart 
The men are apparently held in solid-walled cells - as

opposed to the cage-like structures used soon after the US
began using Guantanamo as a prison in 2002 - that are
intended to limit their ability to communicate with each
other, and are allowed up to four hours per day of exercise,
according to a Government Accountability Office report.
The secret camp also is apparently falling apart. Marine Gen
John F Kelly, commander of Miami-based Southern
Command, told Congress that Camp 7 has become “increas-
ingly unsustainable due to drainage and foundation issues”
and needs to be replaced. But officials balked at the pro-
posed $49 million price tag and the military scrapped the
idea for a replacement and is making repairs out of existing
funds, said Army Col Greg Julian, a spokesman for Southern
Command, which oversees Guantanamo.

James Harrington, a lawyer for Binalshibh, said he does
not believe problems with the foundation - which Julian
described as “heaving and shifting” - are responsible for the
vibrations and sounds that his client says keep him awake.
The judge granted all five defense teams a request to visit
Camp 7 one time for up to 12 hours to inspect conditions.
Because of an ongoing dispute over the rules for handling
classified evidence however, only Connell, who represents
defendant Ammar Al-Baluchi, has been inside. He went in
August, riding in the van with windows covered in heavy-
duty paper and a makeshift interior barrier so he could not
see the driver.

It is not clear whether one visit closely monitored by
prison authorities would reveal the cause of Binalshibh’s
distress. His previous military lawyers, Navy Cmdr. Suzanne
Lachelier and Lt Richard Federico, were allowed inside
Camp 7 in November 2008 for about two hours. With
Connell, they are the only other defense lawyers known to
have ever been inside the facility. They could not determine
a cause for his complaints. The secrecy and security,
Lachelier recalls, seemed excessive then and she remains
skeptical. “There’s no way to explain the security measures
that they use from the perspective of the safety of the
guards or the safety of the detainees, beyond that they
must be hiding something.”  —AP

Window opens on secret camp within Gitmo
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MUMBAI: Leading Spanish club Atletico Madrid and former cricketers Sachin
Tendulkar and Sourav Ganguly are among the owners of eight franchises of a
new Indian soccer league set to kick off later this year, organisers said yester-
day. La Liga leaders Atletico and former India captain Ganguly were part of the
consortium that won the bid for the Kolkata team in the Indian Super League

(ISL), proposed to start in mid-September and run till the end
of November.

The ISL is bank-rolled by India’s Reliance Industries,
controlled by the country’s richest man Mukesh

Ambani, Rupert Murdoch’s Star India and sports
management group IMG. “I am very excited to have

won the Kolkata Franchise of the ISL and being the
first international team to be directly owning a club in
India we along with our Indian Partners and IMG-
Reliance aim to revolutionise football in the country,”

Miguel Angel Gil Marin, the owner of Atletico, said in a
statement. Former batting great Tendulkar bagged the Kochi

team with PVP Ventures, a company which has interests in real
estate, media and also finances film projects. “I will always
remain a sportsman at heart who is keen to positively impact
the sporting fabric of the nation,” Tendulkar, who retired from

cricket last November, said. —Reuters

New Indian soccer league
SINGAPORE: Unseeded Indonesian Simon Santoso pulled off a major
shock when he thrashed badminton’s world number one Lee Chong Wei to
win the Singapore Open for the first time yesterday. The 28-year-old, con-
sidered a rank outsider against Malaysia’s imperious Lee, upset the form
book in style with an emphatic 21-15, 21-10 victory in just 48 minutes in
the Singapore final. Santoso reeled off nine straight points to
stifle Lee’s second-game revival and take the match, drop-
ping his racquet to the court and raising his arms in cele-
bration in front of a bemused crowd.

The third Superseries tournament win for the 52nd-
ranked Santoso cements a stirring comeback by the for-
mer world number three, who dropped out of the top
100 last year following back problems.

“I am really satisfied with my performance especially
after beating one of the best players, Lee Chong Wei, in the
final. I am really happy and proud,” Santoso said.

“I am really happy (because) it’s been a while
since I beat Chong Wei and also because I fought
hard from the qualification rounds here in
Singapore.” It was only Santoso’s second win in
11 matches against the All-England champion,
who had lost just once this year. —AFP

Santoso wins Singapore Open
ARKANSAS: Danza and Dance With Fate entered the Kentucky Derby discus-
sion on Saturday after winning major prep races for the first jewel of
American horseracing’s Triple Crown.

Danza, a 41-1 long shot trained by Todd Pletcher, romped to a 4 3/4 length
victory at the grade one $1 million Arkansas Derby in Hot Springs, Arkansas,
while Dance With Fate charged to a 1 3/4 length win at the Blue Grass Stakes
in Keeneland. Danza, with Joe Bravo in the irons, stormed away from Ride on
Curlin, making Pletcher a four-time winner of the Arkansas prep.  Bob Baffert-
trained favorite Bayern was third. Dance With Fate came from well off the
pace, Corey Nakatani pulling away from Medal Count down the home stretch
for the win. Trainer Peter Eurton said he would wait to decide whether the colt
would run at Churchill Downs on May 3. “I just don’t know,” said Eurton on
KentuckyDerby.com. “It’s three weeks and kind of quick back. “I know he loves
synthetic better, (likes) turf. I just don’t know if he likes dirt.

“I know I’m going to hear it from everybody, though.” While Eurton will
take time to consider his horse’s chances, Nakatani had no doubt Dance
With Fate belongs in the Kentucky field. “I don’t have any doubt he can
(get 1 1/4 miles),” Nakatani said. “It’s just a matter of whether he’ll handle
the Churchill Downs surface at this point. “He’s done things right. He
seems to do well on the grass and at Churchill, I’ve won the (Kentucky)
Oaks on a filly that won on the grass so hopefully we’ll get (Dance With
Fate) there after this race.” — Reuters

First jewel of Triple Crown

BOSTON: The Boston Bruins clinched the NHL’s best record
and home-ice advantage throughout the playoffs with a 4-1
win over the league-worst Buffalo Sabres on Saturday. It is
the first time the Bruins have claimed the Presidents’ Trophy
since the 1989-90 season.

David Krejci scored two goals, Patrice Bergeron netted his
30th of the season, one fewer than his career high set in
2005-06, and Gregory Campbell got his eighth.

Cody Hodgson scored for Buffalo. Sabres goalie Matt
Hackett was taken from the ice on a stretcher after Boston
defenseman Torey Krug fell on his right leg with 11:35 left. He
was replaced by Connor Knapp, who allowed Krejci’s second
goal one minute later.

It is the second time the Bruins have won the Presidents’
Trophy, given to the NHL team with the most regular-season
points, since the award was instituted for the 1985-86 season.

DUCKS 4, KINGS 3
Devante Smith-Pelly scored his first goal in regulation

since Halloween, then got the only goal in the shootout as
Anaheim secured the top seed for the Western Conference
playoffs.

Nick Bonino and Matt Beleskey also scored in regulation
and Frederik Andersen stopped 27 shots for the Ducks, who
will face Dallas in the opening round of the postseason. Anze
Kopitar had two goals, including the tying on with 3:12 left in
the third period, and Dustin Brown also scored for Los
Angeles. The Kings fell short of getting their franchise-record
47th win in their regular-season finale. Both local rivals
scored in the final 5 minutes of regulation, and Smith Pelly
then beat Jonathan Quick in the fourth round of the
shootout.

FLYERS 4, PENGUINS 3
Mark Streit beat Marc-Andre Fleury 2:10 into overtime to

lift Philadelphia over Pittsburgh and set up a first-round play-
off matchup with the New York Rangers.

Streit’s backhand shot from the right circle caromed
between Fleury’s pads and into the net as the Flyers clinched
third place in the Metropolitan Division.

Jakub Voracek scored twice for the Flyers, and Claude
Giroux added his team-high 28th goal of the season. Ray
Emery made 12 saves after replacing injured starter Steve

Mason to start the third period. Jussi Jokinen, James Neal and
Kris Letang scored for the Penguins. Fleury stopped 17 shots
and hardly looked sharp while giving up the game-winner.
Letang scored in the final minute of regulation to force over-
time after Giroux gave the Flyers a 3-2 lead with 1:15 left.

CANADIENS 1, RANGERS 0
Brian Gionta scored on a penalty shot at 2:04 of overtime

to allow Montreal to finish the regular season with 100
points.

Gionta was awarded the shot after he poked the puck
away from Raphael Diaz and then was tripped by the
defenseman on a breakaway. He deked to the backhand to
beat Cam Talbot on the shot.

Carey Price made 41 saves as Montreal moved past Tampa
Bay for second place in the Atlantic Division. The Lightning
can still claim home ice advantage for their first round playoff
meeting versus Montreal with a victory on their final game
Sunday against Washington. The Rangers have home ice for
the first round.

BLUE JACKETS 3, PANTHERS 2
Ryan Johansen scored the tiebreaking goal in the third

period to and Columbus beat Florida for the eighth straight
time.

Mark Letestu and Cam Atkinson also scored for Columbus
and Sergei Bobrovsky made 33 saves. Jimmy Hayes and
Vincent Trocheck scored for the Panthers. Roberto Luongo
stopped 35 shots.

The Blue Jackets clinched the first wild-card spot and will
face Pittsburgh in the first round of the Stanley Cup playoffs.
Philadelphia’s 4-3 overtime win over Pittsburgh earlier
Saturday clinched third place in the Metropolitan Division for
the Flyers and forced Columbus to the wild-card spot. 

Johansen’s 33rd goal of the season, a one-timer from the
left circle, got past Luongo at 5:58 of the third period to put
Columbus ahead.

SENATORS 1, MAPLE LEAFS 0
Jason Spezza scored the game’s only goal and Craig

Anderson stopped 27 shots for his fourth shutout of the sea-
son as the Ottawa Senators beat the Toronto Maple Leafs 1-0
Saturday night.

Spezza scored on the power play at 7:35 of the second
period as Erik Karlsson found him alone in the faceoff circle
and the Senators’ captain caught the inside of the post for his
23rd of the season. Spezza now has 56 points in 56 career
games against the Leafs.

The Senators tied a season high with their fourth straight
win. James Reimer had 36 saves, making a number of big
stops to keep Toronto in the game. The Leafs capped off their
season with 12 losses in their last 15 games, leaving them
below the Senators in the standings.

SHARKS 3, COYOTES 2
Joe Pavelski had two goals to become the fourth player in

team history with 40 goals in a season and San Jose closed

Bruins thrash Sabres kings fall

out the regular season with a win.
Pavelski scored his 40th goal on a power play early in the

first period and added No. 41 midway through to join Owen
Nolan, Jonathan Cheechoo and Patrick Marleau in San Jose’s

40-goal club.
Logan Couture also scored and Dan Boyle had a pair of

assists for the Sharks, who will face the Los Angeles Kings in
the opening round of the playoffs.

Antti Niemi stopped 30 shots, including Shane Doan on a
breakaway late in the third period. Mike Ribeiro and Doan
scored for Phoenix, which lost its seventh straight.

PREDATORS 7, BLACKHAWKS 5
Patric Hornqvist scored the go-ahead goal with 58.2 sec-

onds left and Shea Weber added an empty-netter as Nashville
rallied with five goals in the third period.

The teams combined to score seven goals in a wild and
furious final period. Chicago was up 3-2 going into the third,
and Nashville finally put the Blackhawks away with the two
goals inside the final minute. Nashville had scored more than
seven goals only once in franchise history.

Hornqvist also had an assist. Craig Smith had a goal and
an assist.  Ryan Ellis, Matt Cullen and Colin Wilson also scored
a goal apiece as the Predators took the season series 4-1. Ben
Smith, Marian Hossa, Matt Carey and Jeremy Morin each
scored a goal for Chicago.

OILERS 5, CANUCKS 2
Taylor Hall had three assists to reach 80 points on the sea-

son and help Edmonton beat the Vancouver in Oilers forward
Ryan Smyth’s final game.

Roman Horak, Jeff Petry, Will Acton, Jordan Eberle and
Ryan Nugent-Hopkins scored for the Oilers, who snapped a
two-game losing skid in their season finale. The win moved
the Oilers past Florida into 28th place overall with Tuesday’s
NHL draft lottery looming.

The fans, however, were more interested in seeing Smyth
go out on a win after a career that saw him total 386 goals,
456 assists and 842 points in 1,270 games.

Shawn Matthias and Zack Kassian scored for Vancouver,
which lost for  the sixth time in seven games. The Canucks
close the season Sunday at home against Calgary. — AP

EDMONTON: Ryan Smyth No. 94 of the Edmonton Oilers takes a shot on Jacob Markstrom No. 35 of the Vancouver
Canucks during an NHL game. — AFP

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most devel-
oped telecom operator, announced that it is extending an
open invitation to all male youths with soccer skills and
between the ages of 12 and 16 years old, to join in the
Manchester United Soccer Academy try outs, which are to
be held on 17 April 2014, from 5pm at Corner Soccer field
next to the Kuwait Towers. 

The try outs will focus on different technical areas, such
as dribbling, short passing, turning and finishing. From these
try out, professional coaches will select the best players to
join Manchester United Soccer Academy. 

Commenting on this occasion, Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-
Essa, Director of Public Relations and Social Media at VIVA
said: “We are very pleased to support these young athletes
in bringing them closer to their dream of becoming profes-

sional football players. VIVA is very committed to encourag-
ing young people to develop their talents and hone their
skills, and the Manchester United program is just one of the
many ways in which we are trying to do this.  We look for-
ward to many youths entering the try outs next week.” 

In 2011, VIVA announced its sponsorship of Manchester
United for five years, starting with the 2011- 2012 Premier
League season.  In August 2011 VIVA started to provide foot-
ball fans the chance to win VIP tickets to watch Manchester
United play at Old Trafford in England.  To support its spon-
sorship, VIVA has also developed a number of exciting pro-
motional offers and distinguished gifts, entertaining pro-
grams, interactive competitions, and organized a number of
activities to provide the subscribers with chances to watch
the club stars playing matches at Old Trafford. 

VIVA invites youth to join in Man
United soccer academy try outs

Boston 4, Buffalo 1; Philadelphia 4, Pittsburgh 3 (OT);
Montreal 1, NY Rangers 0 (OT ); Ottawa 1, Toronto 0;
Columbus 3, Florida 2; Nashville 7, Chicago 5; San Jose 3,
Phoenix 2; Edmonton 5, Vancouver 2; Anaheim 4, Los
Angeles 3 (SO). 

Western Conference
Pacific Division
W L  OTL GF  GA PTS  

Anaheim 53 20 8 263 207 114  
San Jose 51 22 9 249 200 111  
Los Angeles 46 28 8 206 174 100  
Phoenix 36 30 15  214 230 87   
Vancouver 35 35 11  191 222 81   
Calgary 35 39 7   208 236 77   
Edmonton 29 44 9 203 270 67   

Central Division
Colorado 52 22 7   248 217 111  
St. Louis 52 22 7   248 188 111  
Chicago 46 21 15 267 220 107  
Minnesota 43 26 12 204 199 98   
Dallas 40 30 11 234 226 91   
Nashville 37 32 12 209 239 86   
Winnipeg 37 35 10 227 237 84   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Boston 54 18 9   259 174 117  
Montreal 46 28 8   215 204 100  
Tampa Bay 45 27 9   239 215 99   
Detroit 38 28 15 219 230 91   
Ottawa 36 31 14 233 263 86   
Toronto 38 36 8 231 256 84   
Florida 29 45 8   196 268 66   
Buffalo 21 51 9   154 244 51   

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 51 24 6 247 204 108  
NY Rangers 45 31 6 218 193 96   
Philadelphia 42 30 9 231 229 93   
Columbus 43 32 7   231 216 93   
Washington 38 30 13 235 239 89   
New Jersey 34 29 18 194 206 86   
Carolina 35 35 11 201 225 81   
NY Islanders 33 37 11 221 264 77   
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings
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ST. LOUIS: Matt Adams homered, Matt
Carpenter drove in two runs and Adam
Wainwright saved a tired bullpen by lasting
seven innings for the St.  Louis Cardinals in
their 10-4 win over the Chicago Cubs on
Saturday. It was hardly a vintage performance
by Wainwright (2-1), who struck out eight and
helped his own cause with an RBI single. 

He gave up Junior Lake’s homer on his first
pitch and allowed six more hits after that. The
four runs were twice as many as Wainwright
yielded in his first two starts. St. Louis did
most of its damage off starter Carlos
Villanueva (1-3), who allowed nine runs and
10 hits in three innings.

BREWERS 3, PIRATES 2
Carlos Gomez hit a leadoff homer,

Jonathan Lucroy drove in the tiebreaking run
with an eighth-inning single and Milwaukee
beat Pittsburgh for its eighth consecutive vic-
tory. Gomez got the Brewers (9-2) started
with a 432-foot drive to center field off
Edinson Volquez, and Khris Davis scored on a
wild pitch to make it 2-0 in the second.

Pittsburgh tied it in the third on Starling
Marte’s groundout and Travis Snider’s single,
snapping Yovani Gallardo’s scoreless streak to
start the season at 14 2-3 innings.

Lucroy singled to right off reliever Mark
Melancon (0-1) to drive in Ryan Braun, who
slid in ahead of the throw to the plate. Jim
Henderson (1-0) pitched a scoreless inning
and Francisco Rodriguez got his fourth save
in four attempts.

BRAVES 6, NATIONALS 3
Freddie Freeman had three hits, including

a homer, and Atlanta beat Washington to
continue its early success against the
Nationals.

Washington third baseman Ryan
Zimmerman is expected to miss four to six
weeks after breaking his right thumb when
he was picked off second base in the fifth
inning. Before the game, the Nationals placed
outfielder Denard Span on the seven-day dis-
abled list with a concussion.

BJ Upton had two hits, including his first
homer, and Dan Uggla drove in two runs with
two hits for the Braves. Justin Upton had
three hits, including two doubles. Evan Gattis
also had three hits.

After winning two of three at Washington
in the opening week, the Braves have won
the first two games of a home series against
their NL East rivals. Alex Wood (2-1) allowed
one run and six hits in five innings. Craig
Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his fifth save.
Washington starter Taylor Jordan (0-1)
allowed five runs and 10 hits in five innings.
Anthony Rendon homered leading off the
game.

DODGERS 8, DIAMONDBACKS 5
Adrian Gonzalez hit a two-run homer and

Zack Greinke improved to 3-0 as Los Angeles
defeated Arizona. Gonzalez, who had a two-
run homer and five RBIs in the series opener
Friday, followed that up with a shot to the
left-field seats off Wade Miley (2-2) in the
third inning. Greinke (3-0) gave up a run on
eight hits in 5 1-3 innings, striking out eight
with no walks.

AJ Pollock had a pinch-hit homer for the
Diamondbacks, who scored three in the ninth
off Brandon League, two on Mark Trumbo’s
two-out double.  Kenley Jansen came in to
earn his third save. Juan Uribe doubled twice
and had a two-run single for Los Angeles.

PHILLIES 5, MARLINS 4
Jimmy Rollins homered with two outs in

the 10th inning and Philadelphia overcame
two home runs by Giancarlo Stanton to beat
Miami. Rollins drove a 2-2 pitch from Dan
Jennings (0-1) into the seats in left. It was the
201st career homer for Rollins, and the sec-
ond game-ender of his career. 

The first came June 23, 2010, against
Cleveland. BJ Rosenberg (1-0) pitched a
scoreless inning for the win. Rollins finished
with three hits and Chase Utley had two dou-
bles and an RBI for Philadelphia, which has
won 12 of 15 against the Marlins. Utley is bat-

ting .500 with five doubles and eight RBIs.
Stanton finished with three hits and three
RBIs. His first homer, measured at 470 feet,
cleared the seats in left-center and landed on
Ashburn Alley - a popular outfield conces-
sions spot.

ROCKIES 1, GIANTS 0
Tommy Kahnle and four relievers com-

bined for two-hit ball over six innings after
Brett Anderson was injured, leading Colorado
past Matt Cain and San Francisco.

Troy Tulowitzki had a sacrifice fly in the
third, and Kahnle (2-0) allowed one baserun-
ner in two innings. Matt Belisle,  Adam
Ottavino, Rex Brothers and LaTroy Hawkins
pitched an inning apiece to complete the
three-hitter, with Hawkins earning his second
save. Rockies relievers extended their score-
less streak to 9 2-3 innings in the series.
Anderson left with a bruised left index finger
after allowing a hit in three innings. It was the
Rockies’ third win in their last 17 games at
San Francisco’s waterfront ballpark.

Cain (0-2) allowed four hits over seven
innings with eight strikeouts and three walks.
He is winless in his last seven starts at home.

INTERLEAGUE
RAYS 1, REDS 0

Alex Cobb went seven innings to extend
Tampa Bay’s run of solid starting pitching,
and James Loney homered against slumping
Cincinnati.

The Rays came into the interleague series

with a 1-8 mark against Cincinnati. They’ve
taken the first two games with shutdown
pitching and just enough offense.

Cobb (1-1) pitched seven shutout innings
against Texas on Sunday but got a no-deci-
sion. He kept the scoreless streak going
Saturday, limiting Cincinnati’s struggling line-
up to four hits without walking a batter.
Grant Balfour got three outs for his fourth
save, finishing the four-hitter.

Loney led off the second inning with his
first homer against Alfredo Simon (1-1), who
matched his career high with eight innings
and allowed only five hits. Cincinnati strand-
ed a pair at third base and had runners
thrown out at third and home. The Reds have
lost all four of their series this season, falling
to 3-8 for the first time since 1995, when they
won the NL Central.

TIGERS 6, PADRES 2
Justin Verlander had the first two hits of

his career and pitched seven strong innings
to lead Detroit over San Diego. Verlander,
who came in 0 for 26 with 15 strikeouts, sin-
gled up the middle off Ian Kennedy (1-2) in
the second inning and had a base hit to
right in the fourth, although he had to hus-
tle to avoid being thrown out by Chris
Denorfia.  Verlander (1-1) scored on Torii
Hunter ’s  two-run single in the four th.
Verlander allowed two runs and eight hits,
struck out eight and walked one. Austin
Jackson hit a two-run double and Rajai Davis
scored three runs. — AP

Cardinals tame Cubs

ST. LOUIS: Jon Jay No. 19 of the St. Louis Cardinals hits a two-RBI single against the Chicago
Cubs in the fourth inning at Busch Stadium. — AFP

MLB results/standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB   
Tampa Bay 7 5 .583 -      
NY Yankees 6 6 .500 1      
Toronto 6 6 .500 1      
Baltimore 5 6 .455 1.5  
Boston 5 7 .417 2      

Central Division
Detroit 6 3 .667 -      
Chicago White Sox6 6 .500 1.5  
Cleveland 6 6 .500 1.5  
Minnesota 5 6 .455 2      
Kansas City 4 6 .400 2.5  

Western Division
Oakland 7 4 .636 -      
Seattle 6 4 .600 0.5  
LA Angels 5 6 .455 2      
Texas 5 6 .455 2      
Houston 5 7 .417 2.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Atlanta 7 4 .636 -      
Washington 7 4 .636 -      
NY Mets 5 6 .455 2      
Philadelphia 5 6 .455 2      
Miami 5 7 .417 2.5  

Central Division
Milwaukee 9 2  .818 -      
Pittsburgh 6 5 .545 3      
St. Louis 6 5 .545 3      
Chicago Cubs 4 7 .364 5      
Cincinnati 3 8 .273 6      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 8 4  .667 -      
San Francisco 7 5 .583 1      
Colorado 6 6 .500 2      
San Diego 4 7 .364 3.5  
Arizona 4 10 .286 5    

NY Yankees 7, Boston 4; Tampa Bay 1, Cincinnati 0; Cleveland 12, Chicago White Sox 6; Minnesota
7, Kansas City 1; St. Louis 10, Chicago Cubs 4; Colorado 1,  San Francisco 0; Baltimore 2, Toronto 1
(12 innings); Philadelphia 5, Miami 4 (10 innings); Milwaukee 3, Pittsburgh 2; Atlanta 6,
Washington 3; Houston 6,  Texas 5 (10 innings); La Dodgers 8,  Arizona 5; Detroit 6, San Diego 2;
NY Mets 7, LA Angels 6 (13 innings); Oakland 3, Seattle 1.

NEW YORK: Shawn Kelley No. 27 of the New York Yankees pitches in the ninth
inning against the Boston Red Sox at Yankee Stadium in the Bronx borough of New
York City. — AFP

NEW YORK: Brian McCann put an emphatic
end to his season-opening slump, hitting
his first two home runs for the New York
Yankees to help beat John Lackey and the
Boston Red Sox 7-4 Saturday.

Carlos Beltran, Alfonso Soriano and Kelly
Johnson also connected as the Yankees
scored all their runs on homers. Lackey (2-1)
was tagged for a career-high four home
runs in 5 2-3 innings. New York has won two
of three in a series that wraps up Sunday
night. AJ Pierzynski hit his first home run for
the Red Sox. Hiroki Kuroda (2-1) pitched
into the seventh, and reliever Matt
Thornton gave up Mike Carp’s two-run sin-
gle that made it 6-4. With runners at the
corners, Carp was caught stealing for the
third out. Shawn Kelley pitched a perfect
ninth for his second save.

INDIANS 12, WHITE SOX 6
Ryan Raburn hit a tiebreaking, two-run

single with two outs in the seventh inning
to lead Cleveland over Chicago. Nick
Swisher, Jason Kipnis and David Murphy
homered for Cleveland, which snapped a
three-game losing streak. Murphy added a
bases-loaded triple in a four-run ninth
against Donnie Veal.

The Indians improved to 18-4 against
the White Sox since the beginning of last
season, overcoming another shaky start by
Justin Masterson. Josh Outman (2-0), Bryan
Shaw and Cody Allen combined for 3 1-3
innings of one-hit relief before closer John
Axford finished in a non-save situation.
Adam Eaton hit his first homer for the White
Sox. Ronald Belisario (1-1) took the loss.

TWINS 7, ROYALS 1
Joe Mauer hit his first home run of the

season and Ricky Nolasco earned his initial
win for Minnesota in a victory over Kansas
City.

A day after getting his first RBI of the
year, Mauer hit a three-run shot against
James Shields. Brian Dozier connected for
his fourth home run, a leadoff drive for the
Twins. Nolasco (1-1) showed why the Twins
signed him to a $49 million, four year con-
tract to steady their rotation. In his first
home start for Minnesota, the right hander
went eight innings and allowed five hits.
Shields (0-2) yielded seven runs - one
earned - in 5 2-3 innings.

ORIOLES 2, BLUE JAYS 1
Steve Lombardozzi tripled and scored on

a single by David Lough in the 12th inning
for Baltimore. Toronto trailed 1-0 with two
outs in the ninth when Colby Rasmus hit a
solo homer off Tommy Hunter on a 1-2
pitch. After nearly going around on a check
swing one pitch earlier, Rasmus drove a 98
mph fastball into the right-field seats.

In the 12th, Lombardozzi hit a one-out
drive to center off Todd Redmond (0-1)
before Lough sliced an opposite-field liner

to left. As soon as Lombardozzi crossed the
plate, the Orioles sprinted from the dugout
to embrace Lough, who scored Baltimore’s
other run five innings earlier. Zach Britton
(2-0) got the win with two hitless innings of
relief.

ATHLETICS 3, MARINERS 1
Sonny Gray overcame a shaky start to

allow one run in seven innings and Josh
Donaldson hit a two-run homer as Oakland
won for the fifth time in six games.

Gray (2-0) gave up his only run in the
first when Seattle failed to capitalize when
they had runners at first and third and no
outs. Gray stymied the Mariners from there,
allowing only singles to Logan Morrison in
the fourth and Robinson Cano in the sixth,
and a double by Dustin Ackley in the sev-
enth. It was another dominant performance
by the young right-hander who has given
up only two earned runs in three starts this
season, and earned his second win in a
week against Seattle. Donaldson’s first
inning blow was the only offense Oakland
needed. He lined a 2-0 pitch from Seattle
starter Erasmo Ramirez (1-2) over the hand-
operated scoreboard for the early lead.

ASTROS 6, RANGERS 5
Jason Castro tripled with one out in the

10th and Jose Altuve had a tiebreaking sac-
rifice fly, helping the Astros beat the
Rangers to end a 12-game skid against their
state rival. Marwin Gonzalez, running for
Castro, scored Altuve’s fly off Rangers closer
Joakim Soria (1-1). Michael Choice hit his
first career homer in the ninth to tie it as
Texas rallied in the eighth and the ninth to
send the foes into extra innings for the sec-
ond straight night.

Kevin Chapman (1-0) allowed Choice’s
homer but was awarded the victory.
Anthony Bass pitched the 10th for his sec-
ond save.

Shin-Soo Choo came into the game hav-
ing reached base 12 of his previous 16 plate
appearances but struck out all five times up.

INTERLEAGUE
METS 7, ANGELS 6

Anthony Recker led off the 13th inning
with a home run against rookie Matt
Shoemaker and also had a two-run single,
leading the Mets to a victory over the
Angels.

Mets new closer Jose Valverde came on
in the ninth to protect a 6-3 lead for
Jonathon Niese, but allowed a three-run
homer to 41-year-old Raul Ibanez.
Shoemaker (0-1), the eighth Angels pitcher,
escaped his own bases-loaded jam in the
12th by striking out Juan Lagares. But
Recker drove the right-hander’s second
pitch of the 13th into the left field bullpen
for his first homer of the season. John
Lannan (1-0) pitched two perfect innings
for the victory. — AP

Yankees trounce Red Sox

LAS VEGAS: Manny Pacquiao scored a unanimous decision
win over Timothy Bradley to regain the WBO welterweight title
on Saturday and avenge a highly controversial loss to the
American in June 2012. Two judges scored the fight 116-112
for Pacquiao, while a third saw it as a 118-110 win for the
Filipino. In their previous fight, Bradley was awarded a split
decision victory that many observers felt Pacquiao had won
clearly. “He threw a lot of punches and I didn’t want to be care-
less,” said Pacquiao. “In the second half of the fight, I listened to
my corner and they told me to work on the timing of my
punches.”

Pacquiao added that his trainer Freddie Roach “told me to
make adjustments and I did. Bradley was wild on the outside
so I took it to the inside.” The early rounds of the fight were
explosive, with Pacquiao the aggressor and Bradley looking to
land big counter right hands as the Filipino moved forward. A
wild third round saw both men exchanging vicious shots, a
pair of lefts from Pacquiao being followed by an uppercut and
a right hand from Bradley and a series of ripping body shots by
the American. Through five, Bradley (31-1, 12 KOs) appeared to
be on top and Pacquiao looked uncertain how to land cleanly
without exposing himself to big counters. In the sixth, howev-
er, the momentum shifted. Bradley’s output suddenly dropped
and Pacquiao (56-5-2, 38 KOs) adjusted his style to throw fast
combinations and move out of the way before Bradley had the
chance to load up.

The seventh may have been the Filipino’s most dominant
round, as he pinned Bradley to the ropes and unleashed flur-
ries. Bradley beckoned him on, daring him to attack, and
Pacquiao paused warily before resuming his assault and land-
ing a hard left hand that stunned his foe.

Bradley continued to have his moments, notably in the
ninth round when he landed some hard combinations to
Pacquiao’s chin to stem the challenger’s assault, but his punch-
es were more ragged and wild, while Pacquiao’s were shorter

and sharper.Bradley said he had been going for the knockout.
“I tried. I really tried,” he said. “I wanted that knockout. Manny’s
a great fighter, maybe one of the best ever. I lost to one of the
best.” It was the first defeat of Bradley’s career. — Reuters

Klitschko expects 
‘pure violence’ 
against Leapai

BERLIN: Wladimir Klitschko says he expects ‘pure vio-
lence’ when he defends his world heavyweight titles
against Australia’s Alex Leapai in a fortnight.

Klitschko, 38, will be defending his WBA, IBF, WBO and
IBO belts in Oberhausen, Germany, on April 26 against
the 34-year-old Leapai, who has vowed to “go to war”
with the reigning champion.

“He is the underdog-but he can also bite,” Klitschko
told German daily Bild. “Leapai will try and beat me with
pure violence. “ Technique and tactics aren’t his
strengths. He’s lacking the experience and I’ll use that
against him.

“I’ll demonstrate that I’m the strongest boxer in the
world. My mission isn’t over yet.” Leapai, 34, has a 30-4-3
career record since turning professional in 2004, while
Klitschko is 61-3 with 51 knock-outs and his last defeat is
now a decade ago.

The world-title fight takes place just before Australia
and New Zealand’s ANZAC Day, to commemorate their
soldiers killed in battle, and Leapai has said he will prove
he is a “warrior too” and will bring Klitschko’s belts home.

The Ukraine champion says he is still feeling the loss
of legendary coach Emanuel ‘Manny’ Steward who died
in October 2012. “Perhaps it sounds a little crazy, but
when I am in the gym I still hear his voice,” said Klitschko.
“He whispers things in my ear when I am in the ring. “We
had previously talked about things for hours, from which
I still benefit today. 

“We still do things today exactly how Emanuel want-
ed them to be done. “It starts with the small things. “I feel
his spirit, his strength and I always definitely know
whether or not he is happy with my training.” — AFP

Pacquiao defeats Bradley 
to regain WBO crown

LAS VEGAS: Timothy Bradley (left) of US and Manny Pacquiao of Philippines fight during their WBO World
Welterweight Championship title match at the MGM Grand Arena in Las Vegas. —AFP
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Photo of the day

Mohammad Al Attar performs during a photoshoot in Kuwait City, Kuwait .
—www.redbull.com

LOS ANGELES: Blake Griffin scored 27
points, DeAndre Jordan added 21, and
the Los Angeles Clippers beat the
Sacramento Kings 117-101 on Saturday
to earn their franchise record-tying 56th
victory of the regular season. Chris Paul
added 17 points and 10 assists, J.J.
Redick had 13 points, and Matt Barnes
scored 12 in helping the playoff-bound
Clippers improve to 33-7 at Staples
Center, breaking the franchise mark for
home victories in a season. Griffin had
nine assists, and Jordan had nine
rebounds.

Los Angeles completed a season
sweep of the Kings and has won seven
straight against them at home.
DeMarcus Cousins had his seventh
straight double-double with 32 points
and 12 rebounds to lead the Kings, who
lost their fifth in a row in their last road
game of the season.

HAWKS 98, HEAT 85
Jeff Teague scored 25 points, Lou

Williams had 18 of his 23 points in the
fourth quarter and the Atlanta Hawks
earned the Eastern Conference’s final
playoff spot. Atlanta’s third straight vic-
tory eliminated the New York Knicks
from playoff contention. Williams scored
the Hawks’ last 12 points.

LeBron James finished with 27 points
and Dwyane Wade, in his first game
since missing nine straight with a sore
left hamstring, scored 24 for the Miami
Heat. The two-time defending champion
Heat, who have lost three of four, gave
up the ground they gained in the stand-
ings Friday by beating Indiana at home
and taking a one-half game lead over
the Pacers. Miami and Indiana are now
tied atop the Eastern Conference with
54-26 records. The Heat’s 85 points were
their third-fewest this season.

WIZARDS 194, BUCKS 91
Bradley Beal scored 26 points, and

the Washington Wizards moved a step
closer to claiming the No. 6 seed in the
Eastern Conference with a win over the
Milwaukee Bucks, whose loss guaran-
teed they will finish with at least a tie for
the worst record in the NBA.

John Wall added 15 points and eight
assists for the Wizards, who also clinched
the franchise’s first winning record since
2008 - which was also the last time they
made the playoffs.

Washington leads the seventh-place
Charlotte Bobcats, who beat the
Philadelphia 76ers on Saturday, by one
game with two to play. The Bobcats hold
the tiebreaker if Washington and
Charlotte finish tied. Both teams are
hoping to finish higher than seventh in
order to avoid a first-round series against
Miami or Indiana. Khris Middleton and
Ramon Sessions scored 20 points apiece
to lead the Bucks.

BOBCATS 111, 76ERS 105
Al Jefferson continued his dominat-

ing play with 29 points and 12 rebounds,
and the Charlotte Bobcats defeated the
Philadelphia 76ers for their sixth win in
seven games.

It marked the sixth straight game
Jefferson had at least 20 points and 10
rebounds in a game - extending his own
franchise record.

The Bobcats (41-39) remained one
game behind the Washington Wizards in
the race for the sixth seed in the Eastern
Conference with two games left in the
regular season. The Wizards defeated
Milwaukee 104-91 on Saturday night.
Michael Carter-Williams had 23 points
and eight assists to lead the 76ers, who
have lost 16 of their last 17 games on the
road.

CELTICS 111, CAVALIERS 99
Rookie Kelly Olynyk matched a career

high with 25 points and the short-handed

Boston Celtics defeated the Cleveland
Cavaliers. Avery Bradley also scored 25
points for the Celtics, who built a 33-point
lead early in the fourth quarter before
Cleveland’s reserves cut into the margin.
Boston snapped a 13-game road losing
streak and won for the first time away
from home since Feb. 10. The Celtics have
won consecutive games for the first time
since early March.

Kyrie Irving scored and Dion Waiters
each scored 15 points for Cleveland, but
neither played in the fourth quarter that
began with Boston leading 89-58.

ROCKETS 111, PELICANS 104
James Harden had 33 points and 13

assists and the Houston Rockets rallied
past the New Orleans Pelicans to main-
tain their spot in the Western
Conference standings with the postsea-
son just days away. 

The Rockets had lost two in a row
and needed the win to stay ahead of
Portland in fourth place in the West.
Houston got a boost from the return of
Dwight Howard and Patrick Beverley,
who had both missed the last eight
games with injuries. Beverley scored 20
points and Howard had 13.

Luke Babbitt, who was signed by the
Pelicans in February after playing 18
games in Russia this season, had a
career-high 24 points as New Orleans
dropped its eighth straight.

MAVERICKS 101, SUNS 98
Monta Ellis matched his season high

with 37 points and Dirk Nowitzki scored
21 of his 23 during a second-half rally
that carried the Dallas Mavericks back to
the playoffs. Ellis and Nowitzki brought
the Mavericks back by hitting five 3-
pointers between them in less than 4
minutes of the third quarter, erasing
most of a 13-point deficit. Then, they
teamed to get the lead back in the
fourth, and Dallas held on in the final
minutes. The Mavericks left the Suns and
Memphis to battle for the last playoff

spot in the Western Conference. Dallas is
back in the postseason after a 12-year
playoff streak ended last season. Eric
Bledsoe scored 29 points for the Suns.

NUGGETS 101, JAZZ 94
Kenneth Faried scored 24 points and

pulled down 21 rebounds in the short-
handed Denver Nuggets’ come-from-
behind win over the Utah Jazz.

Randy Foye added 26 points and Evan
Fornier 23 for the Nuggets, who trailed
most of the night before sending Utah to
its fourth straight loss and evening the
season series with their rivals at two
games each. Foye’s 3-pointer with 6:54
left gave Denver its first lead of the night
at 77-76. Gordon Hayward led Utah with
23 points, and Enes Kanter added 22
points and 14 rebounds. — AP

ROUBAIX: Niki Terpstra of the
Netherlands seized his opportunity to
pip the pre-race favourites and clinch
the biggest victory of his career when
he won the Paris-Roubaix classic yes-
terday.

Terpstra, one of the in-form riders
going into the 257-km race featuring
51.1 km of cobbled sectors, attacked a
group of favourites with six kilometres
left and never looked back.

He crossed the line on the outdoor
Roubaix velodrome some 20 seconds
ahead of German John Degenkolb.
Swiss Fabian Cancellara, who was bid-
ding to become the first rider to
achieve three Paris-Roubaix/Tour of
Flanders doubles, came third after fail-
ing to make his move earlier in the
race. Belgian Tom Boonen, Terpstra’s
team leader at Omega Pharma-Quick
Step, was the most aggressive rider of
the day but he crossed the line in 10th
place and failed to become the only
man with five Roubaix titles.

“It’s the best day of my career. I had
some nice results, especially this year,
and then to take the win in the
biggest Classic of all is a dream come
true,” Terpstra, his face covered with a
mix of dust and sweat, told reporters.

“It’s a race that suits me well. My
shape this year was really good so I
was motivated for a good result. The
team were good, we had some riders
to play with, so I attacked and it was a
good attack,” added the first
Dutchman since Servais Knaven in
2001 to prevail in the Hell of the
North.

The win put balm on the Omega
Pharma-Quick Step team, who were
outplayed in the Tour of Flanders last
Sunday. “I  don’t l ike the word
revenge,” team boss Patrick Lefevere
told reporters.

“Terpstra won but we raced so that
the team could win. In the end,
Boonen stopped thinking like a
leader, he brought back the (chasing)
group so that Terpstra could come
back. “It’s not the freshest rider who
won but the smartest.” Boonen
launched his first attack with 65 km
left but came up just short, paying in

the finale a price for his repeated
efforts having not received a lot of
help from his breakaway companions.

IMPRESSIVE WIGGINS
The favorites eventually regrouped

despite Peter Sagan’s solo attempts,
and the mind games started. While all
eyes were on Belgian Sep Vanmarcke,
Cancellara, Sagan and Boonen,
Terpstra powered away and only
Geraint Thomas, eventually a decent
seventh for Team Sky, tried to bridge
the gap. It was a good day for the

British outfit although Thomas
refused to fully cooperate with
Boonen and possibly missed out on a
better result.

Bradley Wiggins, the first rider
since Greg Lemond in 1992 to start
the Queen of the Classics as a former
Tour de France winner, ended up an
impressive ninth.

Others were eliminated by bad
luck-a major actor in Paris-Roubaix.
Milan-San Remo winner Alexander
Kristoff punctured in the Trouee
d’Arenberg, one of the most feared

cobbled sectors less than 100 km
from the finish.

He punctured again and then
crashed on the unluckiest day for the
Norwegian from the Katusha team.
Edvald Boasson-Hagen of Norway and
France’s Arnaud Demarre were also
among the riders with outside
chances who hit the deck.

Cancellara, the defending champi-
on, was briefly held back after team
mate Hayden Roulston caused a pile
up when he crashed at the front of
the pack.

The Swiss, who looked slightly
below his usual awe-inspiring best,
never seemed in the mix for victory,
yet he claimed a 12th consecutive
podium place on the Monument races
(Milan-San Remo, Flanders, Roubaix,
Liege-Bastogne-Liege, Tour of
Lombardy) he finished. “I  can be
proud, I did my best,” Cancellara told
reporters. “In the end it was tactical. I
wanted to attack but I knew the oth-
ers were waiting for me to do that.
And I was fancying my chances in a
sprint.” — Reuters

AUGUSTA: Bubba Watson squan-
dered an early five-stroke advantage
and was caught by 20-year-old Jordan
Spieth as the youngster tied him for
the lead at the end of a pressure-
packed third round of the Masters on
Saturday.

Spieth, playing with patience and
discipline belying his years, posted a
solid two-under-par 70 to join Watson
on five-under 211 on a warm, sunny
day at Augusta National that baked
the famed greens to lightning speeds.

“Patience,” Spieth said about the
key to his round. “We could tell early
on the greens were ridiculous. You
had to put the ball on the right spots
and not let your focus stray for one
moment.”

Spieth, who began the day four
behind overnight leader Watson, put
himself in position to make Masters
history yesterday as victory would
make him Augusta’s youngest cham-
pion, putting him ahead of Tiger
Woods who was 21 when he tri-
umphed in 1997.

Watson, the 2012 champion, need-
ed to curl in a four-foot par-saving
putt at the last to retain a share of the

lead on a day when he struggled on
the heavily contoured greens.

“It was the firmest I’ve seen it in
years out here,” said Watson who only
missed one fairway but needed 33
putts. “I had a couple of three-putts. If
you two-putt those you’re right there
and you’ve got a two-shot lead.

“All in all, a good day,” Watson said,
looking on the bright side. “If some-
body told me on Monday I’d have a 74
and still be tied for the lead I’d have
taken it all day long.”

One stroke back were Matt Kuchar,
who used some brilliant chipping to
register a 68, and Masters first-timer
Jonas Blixt of Sweden (71).

Another shot adrift on 213 were
American Rickie Fowler (67) and 50-
year-old Spaniard Miguel Angel
Jimenez who had seven birdies and
one bogey in a tournament-low 66.

BOGEY SPELL
An eagle at the par-five second

hole helped Watson improve his 36-
hole lead to a five-shot cushion but
that disappeared under a spell of
bogeys that turned the year’s first
major into a taut battle on a crowded

leaderboard.
Watson wobbled with three

bogeys in four holes from the fourth,
striking delicate chip shots and sand
blasts too far while leaving some
downhill putts short in fear of rolling
well by.

The poor stretch dropped Watson
into a tie with Blixt and Thomas Bjorn
of Denmark at five under with nine
holes to play before the American
moved back in front with a birdie at
the 10th.

Ten players were bunched within
two shots of the lead at the turn. Blixt
also reached five-under after back-to-
back birdies from the 15th but a
bogey at 17 dropped him back and
Spieth emerged as co-leader. At the
other end of the age spectrum,
Jimenez could put his name in the
Masters record books as the oldest
champion, surpassing Jack Nicklaus
who was 46 when he won in 1986.

Jimenez vaulted into contention by
matching the lowest Masters score by
a player over 50 held by Ben Hogan
(1967) and Fred Couples (2010).

“I feel very nice. Beautiful day out
there, just light breeze sometimes. It’s
great,” said the pony-tailed Spaniard.
Three shots behind the co-leaders
were England’s Lee Westwood (70),
Bjorn (73) and American Jim Furyk
(72).

Americans Couples, 54, and Kevin
Stadler, U.S. Open champion Justin
Rose of England and Australian John
Senden were tied at one under par
heading into what could be a wild
shootout for the year’s first major.

Another record-tying performance
was turned in by long-hitting
American Gary Woodland who took
advantage of his early start on greens
not yet baked to a crisp to fire a six-
under 30 on the front nine and tie the
Masters record. Woodland had four
birdies and an eagle to match the
record low for the outward half by
Johnny Miller (1975), Greg Norman
(1988), K J Choi (2004) and Phil
Mickelson (2009).

He climbed within three shots of
Watson before stumbling at Amen
Corner as he ended with a 69 for 216,
even par. Adam Scott, last year’s win-
ner, struggled on the greens and post-
ed a 76 for 217.

NEXT TEST
The next test for young Spieth will

be contending with the pressure
cooker that is Masters. “He’s young,
nerves are no big deal to him,” said
Watson of Spieth who seems destined
for greatness after winning the US
Junior Amateur in 2009 and 2011,
joining Tiger Woods as the event’s
only multiple winners, and who
became the youngest PGA Tour win-
ner in 82 years last season at the age
of 19. Still, the final round at Augusta
is something special. “You know the
roars, you know the history of the
game,” said Watson. “As a kid we’ve
always dreamed about Sunday after-
noon, having a chance on the last
hole or birdying the last four like Charl
Schwartzel did in 2011.— Reuters

Terpstra down top guns 

to clinch Paris-Roubaix

FRANCE: Netherland’s Niki Terpstra (Omega Pharma-Quick Step) looks at
his trophy on the podium after winning the 112th edition of the Paris-
Roubaix one-day classic cycling race. — AFP

Watson all set for Masters duel

AUGUSTA: Justin Rose of England reacts as he watches his putt on the sec-
ond green during the final round of the Masters Golf Tournament at
Augusta National Golf Club. —AFP

Clippers stop Kings march

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L  PCT GB   
Toronto 46 33 .582 -       
Brooklyn 43 36 .544 3       
NY Knicks 34 45 .430 12      
Boston 25 55 .313 21.5  
Philadelphia 17 63 .213 29.5  

Central Division
Indiana 54 26 .675 -       
Chicago 47 32 .595 6.5   
Cleveland 32 49 .395 22.5  
Detroit 29 51 .363 25      
Milwaukee 15 65 .188 39      

Southeast Division
Miami 54 26 .675 -       
Washington 42 38 .525 12      
Charlotte 41 39 .513 13      
Atlanta 37 43 .463 17      
Orlando 23 56 .291 30.5  

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City58 21 .734 -       
Portland 52 28 .650 6.5   
Minnesota 40 39 .506 18      
Denver 36 44 .450 22.5  
Utah 24 56 .300 34.5 

Pacific Division
LA Clippers 56 24 .700 -       
Golden State 49 30 .620 6.5   
Phoenix 47 33 .588 9       
Sacramento 27 53 .338 29      
LA Lakers 25 54 .316 30.5  

Southwest Division
San Antonio 62 18 .775 -       
Houston 53 27 .663 9       
Dallas 49 32 .605 13.5  
Memphis 47 32 .595 14.5  
New Orleans 32 48 .400 30      

NBA results/standings
LA Clippers 117, Sacramento 101; Charlotte 111, Philadelphia 105;
Washington 104, Milwaukee 91; Atlanta 98, Miami 85; Boston 111,
Cleveland 99; Houston 111, New Orleans 104; Dallas 101, Phoenix 98;
Denver 101, Utah 94. 

LOS ANGELES: Sacramento Kings center DeMarcus Cousins (right) loses the
ball as he is fouled by Los Angeles Clippers forward Glen Davis (left) during
the second half of an NBA basketball game. — AP
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MADRID: Atletico Madrid extended their lead
at the top of La Liga with 2-0 win at Getafe
yesterday, but victory came at a price as
Diego Costa was stretchered off after colliding
with the goalpost as he scored his side’s sec-
ond goal.

Uruguayan defender Diego Godin took
advantage of a goalkeeping error from Jordi
Codina to head home the opener from Koke’s
corner five minutes before half-time.

Costa then saw a second-half penalty
saved by Codina after Angel Lafita saw a red
card for pulling down Miranda, but the
Spanish international redeemed himself by
slotting home Adrian Lopez’s low cross six
minutes from time.

Costa was immediately stretchered off, but
Atletico confirmed he has just suffered a flesh
wound meaning he should be fit to face Elche
in Los Rojiblancos’ next outing on Friday.

Diego Simeone’s men now lead city rivals
Real Madrid by three points with five games
remaining, whilst reigning champions
Barcelona are a further point behind in third.

Despite their exertions in knocking Barca
out of the Champions League on Wednesday
to progress to the semi-finals for the first time
in 40 years, Simeone made just two changes
from the side that started in midweek.

Top scorer Costa returned up front after a
hamstring injury in place of Adrian, whilst
Mario Suarez also replaced Tiago in midfield.
The visitors were first to threaten when Costa
just failed to reach David Villa’s dangerous
cross to the back post.

However, both sides struggled to create
chances from open play thereafter with the
majority of opportunities coming from set-
pieces.

Godin came close on 27 minutes when his
header from Koke’s corner was beaten away
by Codina. However, the keeper undid his
good work five minutes before half-time
when he got nowhere near the ball as he
came off his line to collect a Koke corner and
left Godin with the simple task of heading the
ball into an unguarded net for his sixth goal of
the season.

It was Getafe who threatened from a cor-
ner early in the second-half as Juan Rodriguez
forced Thibaut Courtois into a fine save low to
his left.

Courtois then made a more comfortable
save to deny Adrian Colunga before Atletico
were given a golden chance to seal the three
points 25 minutes from time when Lafita
hauled down Miranda as the Brazilian defend-
er attempted to get on the end of another
corner from Koke.

Lafita was shown a straight red card for
denying a clear goalscoring opportunity, but
Costa missed his third penalty this season
when Codina dived to his left to save his spot-
kick and recovered well to also block Raul
Garcia’s follow-up effort.

Costa did eventually double Atletico’s
advantage when he bravely slid in to turn
Adrian’s cross home for his 34th goal of the
season before colliding with the post. — AFP

Atletico top Spanish League
Costa hurt in goalpost collision

Atletico 33 26 4 3 72 22 82
Real Madrid 33 25 4 4 94 32 79
Barcelona 33 25 3 5 92 27 78
Bilbao 32 17 8 7 55 35 59
Sevilla 33 16 8 9 61 47 56
Villarreal 33 15 7 11 52 38 52
Sociedad 33 14 9 10 56 50 51
Valencia 33 12 8 13 46 46 44
Levante 33 10 10 13 30 41 40
Espanyol 32 11 7 14 35 40 40
Malaga 32 10 8 14 35 40 38
Celta Vigo 33 10 7 16 36 49 37

Granada 33 11 4 18 30 46 37
Vallecano 32 11 3 18 37 68 36
Elche 33 8 11 14 27 44 35
Osasuna 33 9 7 17 28 53 34
Valladolid 33 6 14 13 32 50 32
Getafe 33 8 7 18 29 51 31
Almeria 33 8 6 19 34 64 30
Real Betis 33 5 7 21 28 66 22
Notes: Top four teams qualify for next season’s
Champions League; fifth to seventh place
teams qualify for Europa League; bottom
three teams relegated to Segunda Division

Spanish League results/standings

Playing later
Espanyol v Rayo Vallecano   

Playing today
Athletic Bilbao v Malaga

Spanish League table before yesterday’s late match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals
against, points):

Real Betis 0 Sevilla 2 (Gameiro 30-pen, 81); Valencia 2 (Piatti 22, Parejo 61) Elche 1 (Coro 28);
Getafe 0 Atletico Madrid 2 (Godin 40, Diego Costa 84).

Juventus 32 27 3 2 69 22 84
Roma 33 24 7 2 68 19 79
Napoli 33 20 7 6 63 35 67
Fiorentina 33 17 7 9 56 37 58
Inter Milan 33 13 14 6 55 35 53
Parma 33 13 12 8 53 42 51
Torino 33 13 9 11 49 42 48
Lazio 33 13 9 11 44 44 48
Atalanta 33 14 4 15 38 44 46
Verona 33 14 4 15 50 57 46
AC Milan 32 12 9 11 49 44 45
Sampdoria 33 11 8 14 40 49 41

Genoa 33 10 9 14 36 43 39
Udinese 32 11 5 16 35 44 38
Cagliari 33 7 12 14 31 45 33
Chievo 33 8 6 19 30 49 30
Bologna 33 5 13 15 27 51 28
Livorno 33 6 7 20 36 64 25
Sassuolo 33 6 7 20 32 62 25
Catania 32 4 8 20 24 57 20
Top three qualify for Champions League.
Fourth and fifth for Europa League. 
Bottom three are relegated.

Italian League results/standings

Playing later
Milan v Catania

Playing today
Udinese v Juventus

Italian League table after yesterday’s early match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for,
goals against, points):

Bologna 1 (Cherubin 44) Parma 1 (Palladino 79); Verona 3 (Sala 14, Toni 73-pen, Iturbe
90+1) Fiorentina 5 (Cuadrado 31, Aquilani 44, 86, Valero 63, Matri 83-pen); Livorno 2
(Siligardi 6, Paulinho 33-pen) Chievo 4 (Paloschi 9, 45+2, 56-pen, Thereau 23); Napoli 4
(Mertens 41, Higuain 49-pen, 67, 90+4) Lazio 2 (Lulic 21, Onzai 82); Sampdoria 0 Inter
4 (Icardi 13, 63, Samuel 60, Palacio 79); Torino 2 (Immobile 90+2, Cerci 90+3 Genoa 1
(Gilardino 85).

SPAIN: Atletico Madrid’s midfielder Raul Garcia (right) vies with Getafe’s midfielder Pedro
Mosquera during the Spanish League football match. — AFP

ITALY: Inter Milan’s Brazilian midfielder Anderson Hernanes (right) fights for the ball with
Sampdoria’s defender Paolo Castellini during the Italian Serie A football match. — AFP

MILAN: Fiorentina dominated 10-man
Verona in an eight-goal thriller while Inter
Milan stunned 10-man Sampdoria 4-0 in
Genoa as both sides tightened their grip on
Serie A’s two Europa League places yesterday.

Elsewhere Napoli resisted a fightback
from 10-man Lazio to prevail 4-2 thanks to
an injury-time goal from Gonzalo Higuain
which gave the Argentine striker a hat-
trick. Ciro Immobile, meanwhile, launched
the fightback for Torino after Alberto
Gilardino’s 85th minute opener for Genoa
with an injury-time leveller that took the
striker top of the league scoring charts with
19 goals. Fellow striker Alessio Cerci added
Torino’s second less than a minute later to
seal a late win which kept the ‘Granate’, like
several other teams, in the hunt for a place
in next season’s Europa League. Leaders
Juventus are not in action until today when
they travel to Udinese looking to restore
their eight-point lead on second-placed
Roma, whose 3-1 win at home to Atalanta
on Saturday reduced their arrears to five
points.

Napoli remain third but thanks to
Roma’s win Rafael Benitez’s men are no
closer to the second automatic qualifying
spot for the Champions League.

The Azzurri are 12 points adrift of the
Giallorossi and still nine points ahead of
fourth-placed Fiorentina in the first Europa
spot.

Higuain, who had not scored since
March 17 and had recently been substitut-
ed several times by an unhappy Benitez,
told Mediaset: “I’m happy for me and for
Napoli, especially after our defeat to Parma
(last week). “Luck was on our side but we
managed to overturn the score and for that
I’m happy.”

With all three Champions League spots
virtually tied up with five games remaining,
the battle is raging in Serie A for places in
Europe’s second-tier club competition. 

Fiorentina suffered a blow on the quar-
ter hour when Jacopo Sala sent a flying
header past Neto after the ‘keeper had
pushed Juan Iturbe’s angled drive into the
path of the midfielder.

But that only served to awaken Vincenzo
Montella’s men. Juan Cuadrado levelled on
the half hour and after Alberto Aquilani
gave  Fiorentina the lead Borja Valero made

it 3-1 after tapping home from close range.

ICARDI LEFT LAUGHING 
Midfielder Marco Donadel saw red for

hauling down Cuadrado but Verona
reduced arrears five minutes later through
a Luca Toni spot-kick, the veteran striker’s
17th goal of the campaign.

Fiorentina restored their two-goal cush-
ion when Alessandro Matri beat Rafael
from the penalty spot and Aquilani put the
match beyond all reach when he tapped
home from close range four minutes from
time.  Iturbe, however, ran half the length
of the pitch to beat Neto with a stunning
strike to score a late consolation for Verona.
La Viola coach Montella could not have
been happier, telling Sky Sport Italia: “We
had a great game, above all in terms of tac-
tics. “Despite conceding more goals than I
would have liked we were always in the
game.” Inter’s visit to Sampdoria was highly
anticipated after a midweek tit-for-tat spat
between Maxi Lopez and Inter’s Mauro
Icardi, who lives with the Samp striker’s for-
mer girlfriend Wanda Nara and the former
couple’s two children.

Lopez had slammed his fellow
Argentinian for posting pictures of his chil-
dren, whom he fathered with Nara, in the
public domain.

But after Lopez snubbed Icardi at the
pre-match handshake, Icardi was left
laughing with a brace of goals in a 4-0 rout
which saw Inter ‘keeper Samir Handanovic
stop Lopez’s first-half spot-kick and Samp
midfielder Eder red-carded for a second
bookable offence.

Samp’s woes were confounded by the
fact Lopez had asked Eder if he could take
the penalty. “I normally take the penalties,
but Lopez asked me so I left it to him,” the
Brazilian striker told Rai 2. “There are issues
between Maxi and Icardi, but I wish he’d
scored the penalty.” 

Elsewhere Alberto Paloschi celebrated a
hat-trick for Chievo in a 4-2 over relegation-
threatened Livorno, who are third from
bottom but three points behind Bologna.

Earlier yesterday Nicolo Cherubin
opened the scoring for Bologna on the
cusp of half-time but Parma earned a share
of the spoils thanks to Raffaele Palladino’s
79th minute strike. — AFP

Fiorentina and Inter 
tighten Europa grip

GLASGOW: A Stevie May double helped St
Johnstone come from behind to beat
Aberdeen 2-1 to set pu a date with Dundee
United in their first ever appearance in a
Scottish Cup final yesterday.

The Dons had taken a 16th minute lead
through Niall McGinn who applied a cool fin-
ish to a free-flowing move that cut right
through the St Johnstone defence.

However, Saints came out flying in the sec-
ond half and grabbed a deserved equaliser
through Scotland under-21 striker May in the
61st minute. May was denied a second by
Langfield before Barry Robson and Niall
McGinn missed good headed opportunities
for Aberdeen.

With time running out May scored a
superb solo second in the 84th minute as
Saints gained revenge for their League Cup
semi-final defeat to the Dons.

It is ninth time lucky for the Saints, who
had previously appeared in eight cup semi-
finals without ever making a final, and ends
the Dons hopes of making it a cup double
this season after claiming the League Cup in

March. They now face Dundee United who
beat Rangers 3-1 on Saturday. St Johnstone
manager Tommy Wright was full of praise for
his players. “To come from a goal behind
against a quality side like Aberdeen shows
the measure of their performance,” Wright,
said. “It means a lot to the club and the sup-
porters. They’ve had so many semi-finals and
so many disappointments and I don’t think
anyone could begrudge us the victory.” Dons
boss Derek McInnes couldn’t hide his disap-
pointment.

“We came here to win. We felt we had to
play very well to win and I don’t think we had
any real control of the game if truth be told,”
McInnes said. “I need to congratulate St
Johnstone. I thought they showed enough
tenacity and determination to make it their
day and they are a good side.”

Aberdeen had demolished St Johnstone 4-
0 in their League Cup semi-final meeting in
February and started brightly at Ibrox with
Robson flashing a shot just wide after his
free-kick rebounded back to him off the St
Johnstone wall. —AFP

May sends Saints to 
Scottish Cup final

BERLIN: Bayer Leverkusen forced their way back into
the Champions League places with yesterday’s 2-1 win
at home to Hertha Berlin in their first Bundesliga
match since sacking Sami Hyypia.

The former Liverpool captain, who took charge as
head coach in August, was sacked after his side’s
defeat at Hamburg saw them slip out of the top four -
the Champions League places - and was replaced by
his former assistant, Sascha Lewandowski.

“We’re delighted, our last home win was a while
ago,” said Lewandowski whose side last enjoyed a
home win in February. “I know the team and the situa-
tion, so I am up to speed pretty fast. We still have
some rebuilding to do, no question about that, there
is still a lot of insecurity there. “When you concede a
goal, a thousand thoughts race through your mind.”
Leverkusen went ahead after just 40 seconds when
striker Stefan Kiessling headed home and doubled
their lead on 24 minutes as 17-year-old Julian Brandt
deftly chipped home his second goal in as many
matches. Sandro Wagner headed Berlin back into con-
tention just before the break, but Leverkusen held on
for the points which sees them regain fourth place
from VfL Wolfsburg, who had romped to a 4-1 win
over Nuremberg 24 hours earlier. Augsburg’s hopes of
claiming a Europa League place suffered a set-back
when they went down 2-0 at Hoffenheim which left
them seven points from the top six.

On Saturday, German champions Bayern Munich
suffered their second successive league defeat as they
were beaten 3-0 at home by Borussia Dortmund at the
Allianz Arena.  Goals from Henrikh Mkhitaryan, Marco
Reus and Jonas Hofmann condemned ten-man
Bayern to their first Bundesliga loss in Munich since
October 2012 and their heaviest since September
2008.  The European champions have failed to win any
of the three league matches they have played since
wrapping up the German title last month and this was
the first time since November 2011 they have suffered
back-to-back league defeats. 

The win means second-placed Dortmund move
three points clear of rivals Schalke 04, who are third,
and means they are now all but certain of returning to
the Champions League next season.  Dortmund
gained revenge for a 3-0 defeat in November’s reverse
fixture as they got the ideal boost ahead of Tuesday’s
German Cup semi-final against Wolfsburg.

In the other tie, Bayern host second-division
Kaiserslautern in Munich 24 hours later for a place in
the May 17 final.  Borussia Moenchengladbach
dropped to sixth as they were held to a 1-1 draw at
home to relegation-threatened VfB Stuttgart. 

Daniel Didavi scored early on for Stuttgart but
Juan Arango’s header with a minute remaining sal-
vaged a point for Moenchengladbach. 

Stuttgart are now one point clear of third-from-
bottom Hamburg, who lost 2-1 at Hanover 96.
Hamburg coach Mirko Slomka returned to Hanover
for the first time since his sacking in December but his
new team fell behind when Lars Stindl headed home
on nine minutes. Hamburg levelled through a Hakan
Calanoglou free-kick but Didier Ya Konan scrambled
home with four minutes left to help Hanover pull five
points clear of the relegation zone.  —AFP

Leverkusen back into CL spots

Bayern Munich 30 25 3 2 82 20 78 
Dortmund 30 19 4 7 67 32 61  
Schalke 30 17 7 6 56 38 58
Bayer 30 16 3 11 50 37 51
Wolfsburg 30 15 5 10 53 45 50  
M’gladbach 30 14 7 9 52 35 49 
Mainz 30 14 5 11 44 45 47
Augsburg 29 12 6 11 41 43 42  
Hoffenheim 29 9 10 10 64 63 37 
Hertha Berlin 30 10 7 13 38 42 37 
Eintracht 30 9 8 13 37 50 35  
Werder Bremen 30 8 9 13 34 58 33  
Hanover 30 9 5 16 38 55 32 

Freiburg 30 8 8 14 35 52 32  
VfB Stuttgart 30 7 7 16 45 58 28 
Hamburg 30 7 6 17 46 62 27
Nuremberg 30 5 11 14 35 58 26  
Braunschweig 30 6 7 17 28 52 25

Note: Top three qualify directly for the
Champions League, fourth goes into  the play-
offs, while fourth and fifth play in the Europa
League. The bottom two sides are relegated
and the team finishing 16th has a two-legged
play-off against the side which finishes third in
the second division.

German League results/standings

German League table after yesterday afternoon’s match (played, won, drawn, lost, goals for,
goals against, points):

Bayer Leverkusen 2 (Kiessling 1, Bandt 24) Hertha Berlin 1 (Wagner 38); Hoffenheim 2 (Salihovic
19, Vestergaard 41) Augsburg 0.

GERMANY: Leverkusen’s midfielder Lars Bender (center) Hertha’s Japanese midfielder Hajime
Hosogai and midfielder Peter Niemeyer vie for the ball during the German First Division
Bundesliga football match. — AFP
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LONDON: World record-holder Wilson Kipsang
won the men’s London Marathon in a course
record two hours, four minutes and 29 seconds
yesterday as Britain’s Mo Farah found life tough
on his debut over the distance.

Kipsang’s smashed the previous London
record of 2hr 04min 40sec set by fellow Kenyan
Emmanuel Mutai in 2011. I t was a second
London victory for Kipsang, the 2012 champion,
who outpaced compatriot Stanley Biwatt in the
finishing straight. 

Tsegaye Kebede of Ethiopia, last year’s winner
was third, and Ayele Abshero of Ethiopia was
fourth. Kenya celebrated a race double as Edna
Kiplagat, runner-up for the past two years in
London, won the women’s event.

In the men’s race Kipsang and Biwott surged
away from a leading group of eight after some
two-thirds of the way round the 26.2 mile (42.2
kilometre) course.

The two Kenyans were all but inseparable
until, with just over a mile left, Kipsang broke his
compatriot’s resolve with a finishing burst.

FARAH VOWS RETURN 
“It’s really great to win the London Marathon

again,” said Kipsang. “It was around 31km that I
decided to push harder as I felt very comfortable
and strong. I pushed again towards the finish
line and that’s when I broke away.”

Farah, reigning Olympic and world 5,000 and
10,000 metres champion, finished in eighth
place having failed to break Steve Jones’s British
record of 2:07:13, which has stood since 1985.

“I will be back,” Farah told the BBC. “I’m not
going to finish it like this. I gave it my all but I’m
disappointed I didn’t go out there and give what
the crowd deserve.” British distance great
Brendan Foster, commentating on the race,
urged Farah to stick to defending his track gold
medals at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio.

However, the 31-year-old Farah refused to be
rushed into a decision on his future, saying: “I’m
disappointed but you try things and sometimes
it doesn’t work, but you have to give it a go. 

“You learn-life goes on.” Farah, not helped by
missing a drink station shortly after half-way,
added:  “ The field was tough.. . I t was the
strongest field ever put together by the London
Marathon. “I’ve gone straight in at the deep end,

but that’s what athletics is all about.”
The two-times reigning world champion

Edna Kiplagat won in 2hr 20:21 with Florence
Kiplagat three seconds further back in second
place. After breaking away from the field, the
pair remained close together until the final bend
when Edna Kiplagat surged ahead. 

“I felt very strong so I wasn’t too worried,” said
Edna Kiplagat of the close finish. Ethiopia’s
Tirunesh Dibaba, the Olympic and world 10,000
metres champion, marked her marathon debut
by finishing in third place.  She had looked set to
challenge the Kenyan duo but paid a heavy price
for dropping a water bottle and stopping to pick
it up. Dibaba finished 14 seconds adrift. 

While it was a good day for the women’s
world champion, it was a tough one for the
men’s as Uganda’s Stephen Kiprotich finished
12th.  Tiki Gelana, the women’s Olympic champi-

on, also struggled as she finished ninth a year
after colliding with a wheelchair racer in the
2013 London Marathon.

In the men’s wheelchair race, David Weir’s bid
for a record seventh London title saw the Briton
just edged out by Switzerland’s Marcel Hug, who
won in a time of 1hr 32:39.

“This is a really sweet victory and it feels great
to finally win this race,” said Hug. “It is great to
compete against David Weir and also great to
beat him.”

In the women’s wheelchair race, Tatyana
McFadden of the United States successfully
defended her title just a month after winning a
cross-country skiing silver medal at the Winter
Paralympics in Sochi. The 24-year-old won in a
course record 1hr 45:11, more than a minute-
and-a half clear of Swiss runner-up Manuela
Schar. — AFP

Kenyans dominate as 
Farah toils in London

LONDON: Wilson Kipsang of Kenya crosses the line to win the men’s race in the 2014 London
Marathon on The Mall in central London yesterday. — AFP

KUWAIT: The KBC Football League final match is scheduled on Friday April 18, 2014
between Kuwait Finance House and Gulf Bank. The match kicks off at 7:30 pm at the
Sadaqa wa Al-Salam (Friendship and Peace Stadium)  at the Kazma Sports Club.
Abdulaziz Al-Zair, head of the sports committee at the Kuwait Banks Club, urged
banking sector employee to attend the match.

MONACO: Novak Djokovic believes he
has hit the reset button on his 2014 sea-
son at exactly the right moment as the
world number two enters the Monte
Carlo Masters eager to begin his title
defence.

The Serb, who is based in the princi-
pality, ended Rafael Nadal’s eight-year
title streak a year ago although the
Spaniard still went on to defend his
French Open crown. Djokovic said he
was bolstered by his back-to-back
Masters trophies from the US last month
as he beat Roger Federer in Indian Wells
and topped Nadal for a third straight
match to win Miami honors.

“I’m excited to be defending, but I
don’t change the way that I approach
any event,” said the second seed, who
now has coach Boris Becker back in his
corner after the German’s recent hip sur-
gery.

“My state of mind right now is all that I
had hoped for, I do have confidence,
especially after a slow start to this sea-
son. “Going onto the clay always feels like
a new beginning, it will be very impor-
tant to start well, hopefully with another
win. But then again, with the level of
competition out there, no one can pre-
dict anything.”

Djokovic enters the competition at
the Monte Carlo Country Club riding a
10-match win streak after completing
the Indian-Wells-Miami double for the
first time in his career. He stands 20-6 in
Monte Carlo.  Djokovic is seeking to
become the fifth player to successfully
defend his crown in Monte Carlo follow-
ing Bjorn Borg (1980), Thomas Muster

(1996), Juan Carlos Ferrero (2003) and
Nadal (2006-2012).

Top seed Nadal, meanwhile, is trying
to keep the pressure on himself as low as
reasonably possible. Spain’s world num-
ber one said that he goes into his most
potent period of the year unsure of any-
thing except the fact that nothing will be
easy. The 27-year-old admitted on
Sunday that the last time he played truly
well on the surface he loves was the
2013 Roland Garros final, when he won
the grand slam title for an eighth time. 

“This is an important part of the sea-
son for everyone, not just me,” said the
Spaniard.  “I don’t automatically switch
from hardcourt to clay, I need time to
make the adjustment. I only play on clay
for five-maximum six-tournaments per
year, I need time to adapt.”

Swiss Stanislas Wawrinka takes the
third seeding, with the Australian Open
winner over Nadal eager to show that he
can hang with the elite and live up to his
ranking of third. Roger Federer, the
fourth seed and a late wild card entry,
was arriving yesterday as he competes in
Monte Carlo for the first time since 2011
where he lost in the quarter-finals to
Jurgen Melzer.

First-round play got underway on
Sunday, with 17th seed Alexandr
Dolgopolov beating Latvian Ernests
Gulbis, 6-2, 6-4. Jeremy Chardy earned a
French win, beating Igor Sijsling of the
Netherlands, 1-6, 6-2, 7-6 (7/5). Russian
Dmitry Tursunov defeated Holland’s
Robin Haase 6-1, 5-7, 6-3 while Austrian
youngster Dominic Thiem went down to
Nicolas Mahut, 4-6, 6-3, 6-2. — AFP

ROUBAIX: Shortly after crossing the line
on the Roubaix velodrome, Bradley
Wiggins lay on the grass, his face reflect-
ing his efforts on the bone-crushing cob-
bles of the Hell of the North — and he
wished he could do it all over again next
weekend.

The Briton, the first rider since Greg
Lemond in 1992 to start the Queen of
the Classics as a former Tour de France
winner, took an impressive ninth place
after 257 kilometres, 51.1 of them on
cobbled sections. He was one of the first
of a peloton of 199 starters to emerge
from the cloud of dust, a dozen bikes
travelling at neck-breaking speed on the
feared Carrefour de l’Arbre. “You really
have to commit going into these sectors
and close your eyes,” Wiggins told
reporters.

“I had the legs, even in the final I felt
strong,” added the 33-year-old, who
takes pride in “not being a one-trick
pony” as he has won not just the Tour but
also Olympic gold medals on the track
and the road. A man with deep knowl-
edge of his sport’s history and culture,
Wiggins finally realised what he was

achieving - being in the mix with names
who will be remembered as Classics
greats.

“I was pinching myself a little it, I don’t
mind admitting it,” he said. “To be in the
final there going past (quadruple cham-
pion Tom) Boonen on the Carrefour (de
l’Arbre), that was something special and
then to come into the velodrome in a
group with (triple winner Fabian)
Cancellara...

“It gives confidence that I can match
those guys and to go top 10 in hindsight
is a good result.” Wiggins, who made his
professional debut under the wing of
double Paris-Roubaix winner Marc
Madiot at French team Francaise des
Jeux, hopes he will have the chance to
take part again in Paris-Roubaix. “I’d love
to come back in the next few years and
do it,” he said, although it will have to
wait a bit as he is set to make his return
to the track next year.

Wiggins also enjoyed spending time
with the Team Sky classics squad. “It has
been fantastic to be with this group,” he
said. “It’s a shame there’s not another one
next week.” — Reuters

Djokovic aims to defend
Monte Carlo Masters

Wiggins keen for another 
tilt on fearsome cobbles

FRANCE:  A file photo taken on July 21, 2012 shows overall leader’s yellow jersey,
British Bradley Wiggins, celebrating. — AFP
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LONDON: Liverpool’s Philippe Coutinho (center) celebrates with teammate Steven Gerrard (left) after he scored the third goal of the game for his side during their English Premier League soccer match against Manchester City. — AP

LIVERPOOL: Philippe Coutinho’s 78th-
minute winner gave Liverpool a crucial 3-2
victory over Premier League title rivals
Manchester City on a day of raw emotion at
Anfield yesterday.

City fought back from 2-0 down to level
the scores, but a mistake by captain
Vincent Kompany let Coutinho slam home
a first-time shot that leaves Liverpool with-
in sight of their first league title since 1990.
An afternoon that began with tributes to
mark the 25th anniversary of the
Hillsborough disaster ended with Liverpool
seven points clear of City at the top of the
table, albeit having played two more
games.

It was a 10th successive win for Brendan
Rodgers’s side, who scored first-half goals

through Raheem Sterling and Martin
Skrtel,  and means that they will  be
crowned champions if they win their
remaining four games.

City responded impressively in the sec-
ond half to draw level. David Silva scored
and then forced an own goal by Glen
Johnson, but their destiny is no longer in
their hands.

It was to prove a costly encounter for
both teams, however, with City midfielder
Yaya Toure and Liverpool striker Daniel
Sturridge limping off, while Liverpool’s
Jordan Henderson was shown a straight
red card for an injury-time lunge on Samir
Nasri.

A solemnly observed minute’s silence in
memory of the 96 Liverpool fans who died
after a crush at Sheffield’s Hillsborough sta-
dium in an FA Cup semi-final in April 1989
made for a fervent atmosphere at a sun-
drenched Anfield, and the home side
quickly clicked into gear.

Kompany was declared fit to play after
an injury scare in training on Saturday, but
the City defence was immediately made to
look vulnerable as Liverpool took a sixth-
minute lead. Luis Suarez freed Sterling with

a fine, incisive pass and the 19-year-old
exhibited superb composure to send
Kompany and goalkeeper Joe Hart one
way and then the other before shooting
into an unguarded net.

In reply, Toure ballooned a shot over the
bar but seemed to injure himself in the
process. Javi Garcia entered the fray in his
place moments later.

FIGHTBACK
Liverpool have made storming starts

their calling card at Anfield this season-they
went 4-0 up against Arsenal in only 20 min-
utes-and after Sturridge had poked wide
from a Sterling cross, they doubled their
lead in the 26th minute.

Hart brilliantly tipped a header from
Steven Gerrard over the bar after the
Liverpool captain was left unmarked at a
corner, but within a minute he was picking
the ball out of his net.

Gerrard swept the resulting corner
towards the near post and Skrtel outmus-
cled Kompany before glancing a header
past Hart to claim his fifth goal in 10 games.

City finished the first half strongly
though, with Sterling and Johnson combin-

ing to clear a Kompany header off the line
and Liverpool goalkeeper Simon Mignolet
blocking a volley from Fernandinho.

City manager Manuel Pellegrini intro-
duced James Milner for Jesus Navas early in
the second half and in the 57th minute he
created the goal that gave City a foothold in
the game, swapping passes with
Fernandinho and crossing for Silva to tuck
the ball home.

Suddenly the visitors had their tails up,
with Silva to the fore, and after drilling in a
cross that narrowly eluded Dzeko, he forced
the equaliser with a centre that was divert-
ed into the net by Johnson.

To make matters worse for Liverpool,
Sturridge limped off injured in the after-
math of the goal, with Joe Allen coming on.

Pellegrini sent on the fit-again Sergio
Aguero and he almost laid on the winner
for Silva with a low cross from the left, but
the stretching Spaniard managed only to
brush the ball with his studs.

It was to prove a telling moment.
Minutes later, Kompany’s sliced clearance
fell straight to Coutinho and the Brazilian
slammed home a first-time shot to leave
Anfield dreaming of glory again. — AFP

Liverpool win crunch title clash

Liverpool 34 24 5 5 93 42 77 
Chelsea 34 23 6 5 66 24 75 
Man City 32 22 4 6 86 32 70 
Everton 33 19 9 5 53 31 66
Arsenal 33 19 7 7 56 40 64
Spurs 34 18 6 10 48 48 60 
Man Utd 33 17 6 10 56 38 57 
Southampton 34 13 9 12 50 45 48 
Newcastle 34 14 4 16 38 52 46 
Stoke 34 11 10 13 38 48 43 
West Ham 33 10 7 16 37 44 37 
Crystal Palace 33 11 4 18 24 39 37 
Hull 33 10 6 17 34 40 36 
Aston Villa 33 9 7 17 35 49 34 
Swansea 34 8 9 17 45 50 33 
West Brom 33 6 15 12 40 51 33 
Norwich 34 8 8 18 26 53 32 
Fulham 34 9 3 22 34 74 30 
Cardiff 34 7 8 19 30 64 29 
Sunderland 32 6 7 19 29 54 25

Notes: Top four teams qualify for next season’s Champions
League; fifth-place team qualifies for Europa League; bottom
three teams relegated to Championship.

Liverpool 3 (Sterling 6, Skrtel 26, Coutinho 78) Manchester City
2 (Silva 57, Johnson 62-og); Swansea 0 Chelsea 1 (Ba 68).

English Premier League table after yesterday’s matches (played,
won, drawn, lost, goals for, goals against, points):

EPL results/standings
Liverpool 3

Man City 2

LONDON: Hull City staged a stirring second half fightback
to book their first FA Cup final appearance with a thrilling
5-3 win over Sheffield United at Wembley yesterday.

Steve Bruce’s side survived a stern test from the League
One underdogs in a sensational semi-final and will face
Arsenal on May 17 in the first major Cup final in Hull’s 110
year history.

United led through Jose Baxter and although Yannick
Sagbo equalised Stefan Scougall restored their advantage
before half-time.

The Premier League team finally made their extra quali-
ty tell after the interval and goals from Matty Fryatt, Tom
Huddlestone, Stephen Quinn and David Meyler secured
victory in Hull’s first FA Cup semi-final for 84 years despite
Jamie Murphy’s late reply for United.

“We are absolutely delighted. We needed one hell of a
turn-around but the one thing you can’t do with this team
is write them off,” Bruce said.

“There are always going to be nerves and it is how you
handle it. We certainly found it difficult in the first half, but
we won OK in the end.”

United boss Nigel Clough added: “We are proud of the
players’ efforts, but we are a bit disappointed because we
were so close.”

Clough’s men, the first third tier team to reach this stage
of the competition since 2001, had already defeated
Premier League opposition in Aston Villa and Fulham en
route to the last four and they snapped tigerishly into their
tackles in the opening moments. — AFP

Hull moor into FA Cup
final after 110 years

SWANSEA: Demba Ba’s fourth league goal of
the Premier League season kept Chelsea in
touch with leaders Liverpool as they won 1-0
away to 10-man Swansea yesterday.

Having seen Liverpool kick off the day with
a significant 3-2 victory over Manchester City
at Anfield, Chelsea knew that nothing less than
three points at the Liberty Stadium would suf-
fice. 

They fired blanks for much of the game, but
in the end garnered another valuable win
thanks to Ba’s clinical strike 22 minutes from
time against a Swansea side who’d long since
been a man down following Chico Flores’s ear-
ly dismissal for two yellow cards. 

Chelsea made five changes from the side
that defeated Paris Saint-Germain in the clos-
ing moments of Wednesday’s Champions

League quarter final second leg at Stamford
Bridge.  Amongst those to earn a place in Jose
Mourinho’s XI was Ba, in only his third start of
the season after scoring against PSG.  Swansea,
again without Michu, left Jonathan de Guzman
on the bench but went with an attacking line
up that included Nathan Dyer, Wayne
Routledge and Pablo Hernandez.

Chelsea should have been a goal to the
good inside six muinytes when Mohamed
Salah somehow shot wide after a wonderful
cross from the overlapping full back Branislav
Ivanovic. 

At the other end, Swansea’s best chance to
break the deadlock came in the 14th minute
when Wilfried Bony latched on to Angel
Rangel’s cross and duly brought out the best in
leaping Chelsea keeper Petr Cech.  The game,
however, turned on two yellow cards for
Flores. Referee Phil Dowd dished out the first
for a foul on Willian and the second was bran-
dished for a clinical trip on Andre Schurrle. 

It took Dowd an age to make his decision
with Swansea clearly concerned that the offi-
cial had come under intense pressure from the
Chelsea players. 

Caretaker manager Garry Monk was also
upset by the ferocity of Blues boss Jose

Mourinho’s appeals to the fourth official. 

INFLUENTIAL WILLIAN 
As you would expect, Chelsea dominated the

ball thereafter with Willian becoming increasing-
ly influential. However, Swansea defended with
great strength and desire and the visitors were
restricted to one or two chances. Willian mis-
cued from distance and Salah, inexplicably fired
over from a dozen yards.  Mourinho swapped
Schurrle and Ramires for Eto’o and Oscar at half-
time and Chelsea immediately looked more of a
potent force. 

Eto’o was close to converting a cross from
Willian, four minutes into the second half
before Oscar’s ambitious strike was blocked by
Ashley Williams. 

Needing to gamble, Mourinho changed his
formation dramatically with Eto’o and Ba lead-
ing a four-man front line that, by now, includ-
ed Willian and Salah. 

Swansea were just about starved of posses-
sion and though Bony worked tirelessly to pro-
vide an outlet, the hosts were unable to keep
the ball long enough to service the Ivorian
striker. — AFP

Ba keeps Chelsea 
title charge going

Swansea 0 

Chelsea 1

SWANSEA: Chelsea’s French-born Senegalese striker Demba Ba watches his shot as he
scores during the English Premier League football match against Swansea City. —AFP
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KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK), the
largest Kuwaiti bank, reported net profits of
$298 million (KD 83.9 million) in 1Q2014 com-
pared with $289 million (KD 81.3 million) in
1Q2013, up 3.2 percent year-on-year. 

As of end 1Q2014, NBK Group’s total assets
reached $72.8 billion (KD 20.5 billion) up 13.1
percent compared to March 2013, whilst total
shareholders’ equity increased by 4.5 percent
year on year to $8.8 billion (KD 2.47 billion).
Loans and advances reached $38.9 billion (KD
10.95 billion) at end 1Q2014 up 9.6 percent
compared to same period last year, while cus-
tomer deposits reached $39.5 billion (KD 11.12
billion), up 12.9 percent compared to last year. 

Asset quality ratios continued to improve
with non-performing loans (NPL) to gross loans
ratio dropping to 1.93 percent at end 1Q2014
down from 2.72 percent a year earlier and NPL
coverage ratio increased to 203 percent as at

end 1Q2014 up from 156.1 percent last year.
Isam Al-Sager, NBK’s Group Chief Executive

Officer said, “NBK’s profits for the quarter are a
further confirmation of NBK’s capacity to deliv-
er growth, thanks to its strong financial posi-
tion, exceptional asset quality levels and con-
servative approach to management.”

Al-Sager also highlighted that NBK’s 1Q2014
profits are mostly driven by the growth in core
banking business “We continued to focus on
core banking business across our locations. In
1Q2014 NBK’s net operating income grew by
7.6 percent year on year to $563 million (KD
158.4 million),” Al-Sager added.  

Al-Sager also pointed out the overall
improvement in the operating environment in

Kuwait and how this is reflecting on NBK’s
growth outlook and business sentiment. “We
have recently been witnessing an improve-
ment in the business environment in Kuwait.
More of the larger infrastructure projects are
being awarded and work is being done at a
faster pace. This all will reflect on the business
sentiment and improve the outlook for the pri-
vate sector. We hope this trend will continue
going forward with more government spend-
ing on projects and infrastructure develop-
ment”. Al-Sager added.

On the strategy side, Al-Sager confirmed
NBK’s strategic direction focusing on income
diversification. “The implementation of our
regional and international strategy remains on

track. We continue to focus on the GCC mar-
kets to leverage NBK’s strong franchise there.
On that front, NBK has recently opened its new
UAE head office in Dubai following the inaugu-
ration of business in Abu Dhabi branch in 2013.
In 1Q2014 NBK Group’s international banking
profits grew by 15.5 percent year on year con-
firming the strength of NBK’s international
operations. Moreover, expansion into Islamic
banking through the acquisition of 58.4 per-
cent of Boubyan Bank continues to pay off as
Boubyan’s contribution to the group’s prof-
itability and balance sheet increases over time,”
Al-Sager commented . 

NBK continues to enjoy collectively the
highest ratings among all banks in the Middle

East from the three international rating agen-
cies Moody’s, Fitch Ratings and Standard and
Poor’s. The Bank’s ratings are supported by its
high capitalization, prudent lending policies,
and its disciplined approach to risk manage-
ment, in addition to its highly recognized and
very stable management team. NBK was also
named among Global Finance’s list of the 50
safest banks in the world for the eighth consec-
utive time.

NBK enjoys the widest banking presence
with an international network reaching 170
branches worldwide. NBK’s international pres-
ence spans many of the world’s leading finan-
cial centers including London, Paris, Geneva,
New York and Singapore, as well as China
(Shanghai). Meanwhile, regional coverage
extends to Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Egypt,
Bahrain, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and
Turkey. 

NBK reports net profit of $298m in Q1 2014

Bank’s strategy remains focused on diversifying income sources

Isam Al-Sager Nasser Al-Sayer

Net profits grew at 3.2% year on year
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.774
Indian Rupees 4.687
Pakistani Rupees 2.923
Srilankan Rupees 2.155
Nepali Rupees 2.930
Singapore Dollar 227.760
Hongkong Dollar 36.356
Bangladesh Taka 3.625
Philippine Peso 6.369
Thai Baht 8.740
Irani Riyal transfer 0.271
Irani Riyal cash 0.273

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 75.190
Qatari Riyal 77.474
Omani Riyal 732.460
Bahraini Dinar 748.900
UAE Dirham 76.788

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 39.595
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 39.780
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.316
Tunisian Dinar 179.410
Jordanian Dinar 398.180
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.892
Syrian Lira 2.010
Morocco Dirham 35.768

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 281.850
Euro 394.870
Sterling Pound 475.060
Canadian dollar 259.050
Turkish lira 133.510
Swiss Franc 325.840
Australian Dollar 267.190
US Dollar Buying 282.400

GOLD
20 Gram 240.000
10 Gram 121.000
5 Gram 62.500

COUNTRY                                  SELL CASH SELLDRAFT
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007324 0.008324
British Pound 0.465348 0.474348
Czech Korune 0.006000 0.018000
Danish Krone 0.048377 0.053377
Euro 0.386080 0.394080
Norwegian Krone 0.043527 0.048727
Romanian Leu 0.081326 0.81326
Slovakia 0.008052 0.018052
Swedish Krona 0.039143 0.044143
Swiss Franc 0.315498 0.325698
Turkish Lira 0.133321 0.140321

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.256843 0.268343
New Zealand Dollar 0.238882 0.248382

America
Canadian Dollar 0.251641 0.280141
US Dollars 0.277750 0.282100
US Dollars Mint 0.278250 0.282100

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003239 0.003839
Chinese Yuan 0.044215 0.047715
Hong Kong Dollar 0.034254 0.037004
Indian Rupee 0.004522 0.004923
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000020 0.000026
Japanese Yen 0.002695 0.002875
Kenyan Shilling 0.003338 0.003338
Korean Won 0.000262 0.000277
Malaysian Ringgit 0.083043 0.089043
Nepalese Rupee 0.002998 0.003168
Pakistan Rupee 0.002638 0.002818

Philippine Peso 0.006365 0.006645
Sierra Leone 0.000069 0.000075
Singapore Dollar 0.222642 0.228642
South African Rand 0.021078 0.029578
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001843 0.002423
Taiwan 0.009265 0.009445
Thai Baht 0.008386 0.008936

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.741457 0.749157
Egyptian Pound 0.036730 0.039830
Iranian Riyal 0.000078 0.000079
Iraqi Dinar 0.000181 0.000241
Jordanian Dinar 0.393305 0.400805
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.0000000 1.0000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000138 0.000238
Moroccan Dirhams 0.024277 0.048277
Nigerian Naira 0.001190 0.001825
Omani Riyal 0.726044 0.731724
Qatar Riyal 0.076707 0.077920
Saudi Riyal 0.074523 0.075223
Syrian Pound 0.001748 0.001968
Tunisian Dinar 0.174362 0.182362
Turkish Lira 0.133321 0.140321
UAE Dirhams 0.075755 0.076904
Yemeni Riyal 0.001280 0.001360

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY                                      SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 264.56 265.56
Canadian Dollar 262.50 263.50
Swiss Franc 324.01 322.01
Euro 392.51 393.51
US Dollar 281.55 284.55
Sterling Pound 475.69 478.69
Japanese Yen 2.82 2.84
Bangladesh Taka 3.627 3.897
Indian Rupee 4.690 4.990
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.156 2.591
Nepali Rupee 2.944 3.479
Pakistani Rupee 2.880 2.790
UAE Dirhams 76.72 77.19
Bahraini Dinar 749.37 751.44
Egyptian Pound 39.76 40.36
Jordanian Dinar 400.72 406.37
Omani Riyal 732.21 739.51
Qatari Riyal 77.75 78.30
Saudi Riyal 75.21 75.61

Rate for Transfer                                                           Selling Rate
US Dollar 281.900
Canadian Dollar 261.315
Sterling Pound 473.050
Euro 389.975
Swiss Frank 319.400
Bahrain Dinar 750.300
UAE Dirhams 76.730
Qatari Riyals 78.310
Saudi Riyals 75.445
Jordanian Dinar 397.280
Egyptian Pound 40.360
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.156
Indian Rupees 4.697
Pakistani Rupees 2.883
Bangladesh Taka 3.624
Philippines Pesso 6.283
Cyprus pound 692.400
Japanese Yen 3.760

Syrian Pound 2.915
Nepalese Rupees 3.930
Malaysian Ringgit 88.045
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 45.925
Thai Bhat 9.730
Turkish Lira 134.510

Al Mulla Exchange

Currency Transfer Rate (Per 1000)
US Dollar 281.500
Euro 390.750
Pound Sterling 473.000
Canadian Dollar 259.000
Indian Rupee 4.695
Egyptian Pound 39.825
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.155
Bangladesh Taka 3.625
Philippines Peso 6.288
Pakistan Rupee 2.878
Bahraini Dinar 749.800
UAE Dirham 76.675
Saudi Riyal 75.200
*Rates are subject to change
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Kuwaiti family business 

at key transitional stage
Expert addresses dual challenges of family businesses in GCC

By Sajeev K Peter

KUWAIT: The Kuwaiti family business is playing
a critical role in the future of the country and
its innovation and continuity is at a key transi-
tional stage today,  said Amin Nasser, PwC,
Partner - Middle East Entrepreneurial & Private
Clients Leader. Talking to Kuwait Times, he said
family businesses have been the very founda-
tion of the GCC economies and explained how
entrepreneurs diversified their business inter-
ests over the years in the region and especially
Kuwait. Nasser also spoke about the dual chal-
lenges family businesses face today. Excerpts:

KT: Can you briefly tell me about the family-
owned businesses in Kuwait and the region?

Answer: Family owned businesses have
played a pioneering and pivotal role through-
out Kuwait’s history.  Key businesses and indus-
tries throughout all sectors of the economy
have been the brainchild and continue to be
run by families.  The employment and future
development of human capital in Kuwait is
based on the success and support of family
owned businesses.  Innovation and continuity
of the Kuwaiti family business is at a key transi-
tional stage given the rapid development from
all angles and hence such businesses will play
a corner stone in the future of the country.

Challenges
KT: What are the key challenges family busi-

nesses face today? How do you propose to
address them?

A: Family Businesses face dual challenges
which include operating in a difficult global
economic environment as well as managing
the transition into the 3rd generation.
Transitioning of the current generation to
incoming generation (succession) is a huge
issue. Significant number of families will under-
go generational change in the next 5-10 years.
If this is not properly structured, it could easily
fragment family businesses. 

As family numbers increase, decision mak-
ing becomes more difficult. Also business for-
merly controlled by siblings with the same
mother is now controlled by cousins with dif-
ferent mothers and weaker family ties. Also
due to the average size of the Middle Eastern
families, certain studies indicate that a typical
family business needs to grow at 18 percent
each year to maintain same level of wealth
across generations.

Family conflicts are also increasing and a
number of Mideast families are going through
some family feuds and family conflicts.
Conflicts always exist in families and will exist
in family businesses. Managing conflicts is key
not just to the survival of businesses but to the
survival of the family itself. Conflicts arise
mainly because there is a perception in a fami-
ly members mind that he/she is not being
family treated. Conflicts also arise when situa-
tions are unclear - lack of transparency.
However the culture of respect for the elder
generation has to some extent protected
these families.

Access to finance is also an issue. Name
lending is no longer favored by the financial
institutions. Family Businesses however have a
strong aversion to debt and leveraging their
balance sheet.

Many families fail to retain top executives
because they have been unable or unwilling
to accommodate their development, empow-
er and delegate responsibility to them and
create the right incentives, remunerations.

The family businesses in the region can
start addressing these issues in a number of
ways including:

l Creating formal governance structures for
both the owners of the business as well as
the business activities. 53 percent of family
businesses surveyed recently do not have
family constitution or a formal family gov-
ernance structure. If the family genera-
tional change is handled well, the continu-
ity and passing of the business to the next
generation will promote growth, employ-
ment and stability in the GCC. If it is han-
dled badly, this could well result in frag-
mentation of the family businesses, the
economic consequences of which could be
catastrophic.

l Separate family and business activities. In
the GCC, the line between family and busi-

ness activities is often blurred. It increases
the potential for conflict among family
members.

l GCC families should push forward with
more comprehensive governance meas-
ures. They are often reluctant because they
feel it might threaten their control of the
firm. This view is particularly common
among the 1st generation founders who
have their own strong management style.
2nd and 3rd generation family would nor-
mally look at ways to improve corporate
governance practices.

l It is important that each family has a vision
for the future and is fully committed to the
success of the business. Families need to
plan for the future and need to address the
following:

l Their philosophy for continuity
l How will decisions be made
l What are the needs of the next generation 
l Will the next generation have the skills and

enthusiasm to continue
l How will the next generation be transited

into the business
l How will family members exit the business

in a structured way?
l How will conflicts be resolved
l How do we engage the passive members

of the family etc
l Family Businesses also need to profession-

alize their boards - Discussions at the board
level should address global challenges,
growth, strategy, profitability etc rather
than family issues. Families have reached a
stage where it is necessary to have a more
structured governance process - one which
is less dependent on a charismatic founder.

l These businesses also need to carry out a
stringent non-emotional evaluation of their
existing portfolio of business - This exercise
may result in divestment of certain busi-

nesses set up a long time ago and no
longer fit into long term strategy. This
should be done without retaining an emo-
tional attachment!

Sharia system
KT: How useful is the Sharia system in

advancing the family business?
A: Sharia  is  a  system of  distr ibuting

wealth and the estate of  the deceased
amongst  the heirs.  The continuity  and
advancement of Family Businesses depends
more on the vision and the willingness of
the next generation family members to stay
in business together. It is important that
the family shareholders have a common
vision and philosophy for the future of the
family business and are fully committed to
its success.  

KT:  There is a growing demand for a
proper succession plan for the family busi-
ness. What is your opinion on that?

A: It is evident that family businesses with
proper succession planning and ownership
structures are more viable than others.
However, in practice, a number of the GCC
families rely more on traditional word of
mouth arrangements with each other rather
that formal written agreements. Families that
can decouple ownership issues from man-
agement issues and draw clear lines of sepa-
ration between their contractual relationship
as business owners  and as family members
have a more vibrant family business.

Foundation
KT: How do you envision the future of

family businesses to be in this region? 
A: Family businesses have been the very

foundation of the GCC economies. In fact,
more than 80 percent of the GCC businesses
are either family run or controlled indicating
that they are the basic fabric of the society
and the regional economies. A large percent-

age of the commercial activity in the GCC is
controlled by family business groups who
are involved in several sectors and constitute
the majority of the gross domestic product
(GDP) not related to oil. 

The family businesses in the GCC also
employ a substantial  percentage of the
regional workforce and therefore the trans-
formation of the family business will have a
significant impact on the region’s economy.
Family Businesses in the GCC began as entre-
preneurs and over the years diversified their
business interests. A significant number of
these businesses started in the early 1960s
and are accordingly considered relatively
young. GCC family businesses are mostly
managed by family members of the first or
second generation, and only few are in the
third generation. Some of these families
have created a number of successful con-
glomerates which play a significant role in
employment in the region.

In addition, many family businesses in the
GCC have multi-location / multi-business
activities, including retail, automotive con-
struction, importing, shipping and travel,
insurance, agriculture, financial services, real
estate, and manufacturing.  Some have syn-
ergistic operations which have enabled them
to participate in the development projects
shaping the region over the past few years.
Family Businesses in the ME have performed
well and are bullish about growth in the next
five years (83 percent have grown over the
last 12 months compared to 12 percent
globally) although economic environment
remains a key external challenge, family
businesses in the Middle East are less fazed
by the general economic situation.

In general, GCC families have been less
vulnerable to the economic downturn since
they have over time built  considerable
reserves and also due to their conservative
approach on business strategies.

Amin Nasser, PwC, Partner - Middle East Entrepreneurial & Private Clients Leader

Al-Rajhi Bank’s Q1 

earnings plunge 
DUBAI: Al-Rajhi Bank reported a slump in net profit for the first three months of 2014 yes-
terday, marking the second quarter in a row that Saudi Arabia’s largest listed lender has
posted a big decline in earnings. The bank made 1.71 billion riyals ($456 million) in the
three months to March 31, down 16.9 percent from 2.05 billion riyals in the same period a
year earlier, it said in a bourse filing.

Analysts surveyed by Reuters had expected the bank to post an average net profit of
2.05 billion riyals for the quarter. Al-Rajhi said in yesterday’s statement that the profit drop
was due to an increase in operating expenses; it did not elaborate.  Saudi companies issue
brief earnings statements early in the reporting period before publishing more detailed
results later.

An increase in operating expenses is usually interpreted by analysts to mean higher pro-
visioning for bad loans. Naveed Ahmed, senior manager at Global Investment House, esti-
mated Al Rajhi had posted a roughly 50 percent year-on-year increase in provisions.

“We believe that the results were disappointing and that the bank’s asset quality
requires more reading into,” he said in a research note. Labor market reforms in Saudi
Arabia, making it more expensive to hire foreign workers and therefore pushing up compa-
nies’ costs, have hurt the profits of construction firms and prompted some banks to
increase their provisions for exposure to the construction sector. It was not clear whether
this was a factor in Al-Rajhi’s latest earnings decline.

Al-Rajhi’s fourth-quarter net profit dropped 19.1 percent, which was also due to
increased impairment allowances. The bank reported a drop in profits for the third quarter
of last year, albeit a marginal one. The decline in first-quarter earnings at Al Rajhi contrasts
with positive results reported by some other Saudi banks.

Riyad Bank and Saudi British Bank posted profit growth of 13.5 and 14 percent respec-
tively, while Banque Saudi Fransi’s first-quarter profit jumped 25 percent after a big drop in
fourth-quarter earnings. Al Rajhi’s earnings decline in the opening three months came
despite modest year-on-year increases in operating income and profit from special com-
missions. —Reuters
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LONDON: Europe’s largest banks cut
their staff by another 3.5 percent last
year and the prospect of a return to
pre-crisis employment levels seems
far off, despite the region’s fledgling
economic recovery.

Spurred into action by falling rev-
enue, mounting losses and the need
to convince regulators they are no
longer “too big to fail”, banks across
the globe have shrunk radically since
the 2008 collapse of US bank Lehman
Brothers sparked the financial crisis.

Last year, the tide of bad news
began to turn for European banks,
which are among the region’s largest
employers. Helped by recovering
economies and receding fears for the
euro zone’s future, the benchmark
Stoxx Europe 600 Banks index rose 19
percent, outpacing the 17.4 percent
increase in multi-sector stocks.

But despite the improved outlook,
Europe’s 30 largest banks by market
value cut staff by 80,000 in 2013, cal-
culations by Reuters based on their
year-end statements showed.
Recruitment consultants warn work-
ers’ hopes for a turnaround this year
could be misplaced, bad news for
countries like Spain where tens of
thousands of bank layoffs have
helped drive unemployment to 26
percent.

However, while painful for the peo-
ple who have lost their jobs, the
reduction of large banks’ workforces
through a combination of asset sales
and redundancies means banks won’t
have as big an impact on overall
employment in future crises. Antoine
Morgaut, chief executive for Europe
and South America at recruiter Robert
Walters does not expect the industry’s
employment to ever return to what it
was in its heyday of 2008. Then, the 25
of the top 30 banks with comparable
figures employed about 252,000 more
than the 1.7 million they do today. “It’s

been a bubble for 20 years,” said
Morgaut.

“In speciality areas we are seeing a
bit of an upside but it is quite margin-
al and it will stay like that for the next
six to nine months,” he added.

Restructuring
The most dramatic of last year’s job

cuts came from major restructurings,
such as Spain’s Bankia which shed 23
percent of its workforce to help meet
the conditions of its 41 billion euro
($56.9 billion) European rescue. Italy’s
Unicredit, which reduced the highest
number of staff, 8,490, said in its
annual report that some of the  reduc-
tions were the result of a project to
outsource IT functions to joint ven-
tures. Belgium’s KBC cited asset sales
as a major reason for its 7,938 reduc-
tion in headcount, 22 percent of its
workforce. The bailed-out bank sold
Russian offshoot Absolut Bank and
Serbian business KBC Banka. Staff fig-
ures for Absolut Bank were not avail-
able, while KBC Banka’s most recent
figures show 501 staff at the end of
2012. Spain’s BBVA also cited asset
sales as the driver of its 6,547 reduc-
tion in staff, or 23 percent of head-
count, which came in a year when the
bank sold operations in Latin America.

At Bank of Ireland, where a 6.3 per-
cent fall in headcount was the fifth-
largest in the region, a redundancy
program was the main reason. The
pace of staff reductions approximately
halved last year and most banks are
now coming to the end of disposals
and cutbacks agreed during the crisis.

However, upcoming European
Union-wide tests on whether banks
need to hold bigger capital cushions
could trigger another wave of asset
sales and cuts.

Routine streamlining continued
last year. HSBC the biggest employer
in the pack, cut headcount by 6,525,

or 2.5 percent of its global total. The
bank came through the crisis without
a bailout, but has slimmed down over
the last three years by closing or sell-
ing dozens of businesses.

Only three of the banks - Barclays,
Handelsbanken and Deutsche Bank -
added jobs last year, and those
totalled less than 770.

Pockets of growth 
Banks are hiring in a few areas,

however, with some recruiters citing
rises in specialist compliance roles
such as anti-money laundering, cyber
security and internal audit as lenders
have to deal with increasing demands
from regulators determined to avoid a
repeat of the crisis. “The regulatory
pressure is a cost drag on the banks
but if a role is required by the regula-
tors, then all senior management can
get out of the way, and you can pull
the trigger and hire that person,” said
Hugo Gordon Lennox, a managing
director at Webber Fox, a UK quantita-
tive and risk management recruit-
ment specialist.

Others said banks were beginning
to address problems created by previ-
ous cutbacks, particularly amongst
the sparse ranks of more junior
employees.

“As business picks up, firms often
find themselves with quite specific
and definable skills gaps in certain
areas and banks have definitely start-
ed to try to address that,” said David
Leithead, managing director for bank-
ing and financial services at recruit-
ment firm Michael Page. Even so, big
jumps in the numbers employed by
banks could take a while to come. “It’s
the whole oil tanker analogy - it’s slow
to stop and slower to speed up,” said
Miles Stribbling, director of strategic
partnerships and head of Phaidon
Consulting Services UK at recruiter
Phaidon International.  — Reuters

Europe’s top banks cut 80,000 more employees 

‘Too big to fail’ banks in post-crisis overhaul

Abu Dhabi ports expect 

year-end spike in traffic

Container traffic to hit 1.1 million TEU in 2014
ABU DHABI: State-owned Abu Dhabi
Ports Co (ADPC) expects a surge in ship-
ping traffic towards the end of this year as
work on major infrastructure projects in
the United Arab Emirates capital gathers
pace, the company’s chief executive said.

Container traffic at Khalifa Port is
expected to climb to around 1.1 million
twenty foot equivalent units (TEUs) in
2014, up 22 percent from 905,000 TEUs in
2013, when traffic rose 17 percent,
Mohamed Juma Al-Shamisi said in an
interview. Meanwhile, general and bulk
cargo traffic at the emirate’s Khalifa and
Zayed ports combined is expected to top
12 million tons this year, up from 9.3 mil-
lion tons in 2013 and roughly the same
volume in 2012. “It is going to be a big
jump but all the givens that we have at
the moment are pointing towards it,”
Shamisi said.

“We expect a big rise in the last quar-
ter of this year in general and project car-
go, because most of the vital projects in
the emirate of Abu Dhabi will be in the
maturing stage. We expect from
September and into next year there will
be a spike.” Khalifa Port, built on a man-
made island roughly half-way between
Abu Dhabi and Dubai, came on stream in
2012 after Zayed Port, which had been

serving Abu Dhabi for over 40 years,
reached full capacity. The new port faces
competition from other rapidly growing
facilities in the region including Dubai’s
huge Jebel Ali port, which is only about
40 kilometres (25 miles) north along the
Gulf coast. Shamisi’s projections, howev-
er, suggest demand related to Abu
Dhabi’s construction projects will keep
activity at Khalifa growing for a while.
Abu Dhabi is investing billions of dollars
in infrastructure, real estate and tourism
to diversify its economy beyond oil.
Strategic projects underway or in the
pipeline include the expansion of Abu
Dhabi International Airport, the Abu
Dhabi Louvre museum, and construction
of a nuclear power station, where the first
reactor is expected to start operations in
2017 and others are planned to follow in
2020. ADPC is owner, operator and devel-
oper of Abu Dhabi’s civilian non-oil ports,
and also its industrial zones. It is therefore
expected to benefit from expansion plans
scheduled for industries located in the
adjacent Khalifa Industrial Zone Abu
Dhabi (KIZAD), which is projected to pro-
vide 15 percent of Abu Dhabi’s non-oil
gross domestic product by 2030.

“Through Khalifa Port, Emirates
Aluminum (Emal) for example receives all

of its raw materials and exports its alu-
minum to all over the world, and now
that they are increasing their capacity,
this will increase the traffic as well,”
Shamisi said.

Manufacturers 
Emal’s $4 billion project to boost its

aluminum production capacity from
around 800,000 tons a year to 1.3 million
is ahead of schedule and expected to
near completion in mid-2014. Other man-
ufacturers using Abu Dhabi ports include
Emirates Steel, which is projected to
import around 5 million tons of raw
material in 2014, and plastics and poly-
mers maker Borouge.

Khalifa Port now has an annual capaci-
ty of 2.5 million TEUs, which could be
raised to 5 million TEUs in the first phase of
the port’s development depending on
demand. Abu Dhabi’s long-term goal is to
increase capacity to 15 million TEUs of con-
tainers and 35 million tons of bulk cargo by
2030. All container traffic was transferred
from Zayed Port, in Abu Dhabi’s city centre,
to the new Khalifa Port when it opened in
2012. Zayed still handles some general car-
go; “Port Zayed will continue to serve Abu
Dhabi but we want it now to focus on
cruise vessels,” Shamisi said.—Reuters

DUBAI: Airlines flying into Dubai are
preparing for diversions and sched-
ule changes as the emirate’s main
airport, a hub for tourism and trade
in the region, plans to reduce the
number of flights it handles during
construction work on its runways.
Dubai International, which handled
66.4 million passengers in 2013,
making it the world’s second busiest
airport for international passenger
traffic after London’s Heathrow, will
cut flights by 26 percent for an 80-
day period, Dubai’s airports authority
said yesterday.

The cut-back will occur between

May 1 and July 20 as first one runway
and then the other is closed for resur-
facing and other construction work,
Dubai Airports said.

During that period eight airlines
which now fly into Dubai
International will divert to the emi-
rate’s new Al-Maktoum International
Airport, which opened to passenger
traffic last October. Flights handled
by Al-Maktoum will increase to over
600 a week from more than 80 cur-
rently. Some flights into Dubai
International are expected to be can-
celled rather than diverted to Al-
Maktoum, however; this could tem-

porarily slow growth of Dubai’s econ-
omy, which depends heavily on inter-
national tourism and travel. Tim Clark,
president of Dubai’s flagship airline
Emirates, said in February that his
company planned to ground about
10 percent of its fleet from May
because of the runway work, which
would affect the carrier’s revenue.
Emirates and local budget airline fly-
dubai will contribute 53 percent of
the total traffic reduction required at
Dubai International, Dubai Airports
said. In May 2013, Dubai International
handled a total of 31,121 aircraft
movements. — Reuters 

Dubai airport to cut 26% 

flights for runway work

Airlines gear for diversions

ATHENS: Greece wil l  issue more
bonds after last week’s successful
five-year debt sale that ended a four-
year drought, the head of the debt
agency said yesterday. “The bond
sale was just the first step,” Stelios
Papadopoulos, head of the public
debt management agency (PDMA)
told Kathimerini daily. Greece on
Thursday raised 3.0 bill ion euros
($4.2 billion) at under 5.0 percent
interest, a move welcomed by its EU-
IMF creditors.

A day later,  visit ing German
Chancellor Angela Merkel said
Greece’s return to the international
bond markets showed “renewed con-
fidence” in the crisis-hit country. The

PDMA chief on Sunday said Greece
wanted to “pique the interest of for-
eign investors, so they can focus on
the real reform carried out in the
country”.

The aim was also “to permit com-
parison with the five-year bonds of
other states, as this is the most com-
mon midterm maturity period for
public debt,” he said. Athens also
believes that the successful sale will
lower the cost of treasury bills, which
have been Greece’s staple choice of
debt issue for the past four years.

“It was done to lower the average
borrowing cost of the Greek state by
squeezing the excessive cost of treas-
ury bills,” Papadopoulos said. Greece

has lately sold three-month and six-
month treasury bills at between  3.0
and 4.0-percent interest.

The newspaper said that Greece
could next issue three-year, seven-
year of 10-year bonds, depending on
market demand. Athens found itself
frozen out of debt markets in 2010
after it revealed its public accounts
had been falsified, and was forced to
seek a bailout from the EU and IMF to
avoid defaulting.

Four years of fiscal reform under
EU-IMF tutelage has brought
upgrades to Greece’s debt standing
by ratings agencies in recent
months-but Greek bonds still carry
junk status. — AFP

Greece to issue more bonds 

after sale success: Official

ATHENS: Riot police clash with demonstrators protesting against the opening of shops yesterday and the exten-
sion of their working hours at Athens’ central shopping district. —AFP 

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s stock exchange introduced yester-
day a new method for calculating the closing prices of
traded shares, to limit excessive speculation and manipula-
tion in the Gulf Arab region’s largest stock market. The
Saudi government has been considering opening its
bourse to direct investment by foreigners for years. No
timetable has been announced, but market participants
hope a series of slow changes to the regulatory framework,
bringing it closer to international standards, will pave the
way for the opening. The closing price of a stock has in the
past been the price of the last trade with a value exceeding

15,000 riyals ($4,000). In future, the closing price will be the
average of all trades in the final 15 minutes, weighted by
the volume traded at each price.

“The new method is part of efforts to increase market
efficiency and limit the possibility of closing prices of listed
stocks being influenced,” the exchange said in a statement.

Last year Mohammed bin Abdulmajid Al Al-Sheikh,
head of the Capital Market Authority, said the regulator
was trying to limit “high levels of speculation” in the stock
market, where nearly 93 percent of daily trading was con-
ducted by retail investors. —Reuters

Saudi bourse changes closing price calculation

DUBAI: An Emirates airline passenger jet taxis on the tarmac at Dubai International airport in Dubai yesterday. —AP
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BANGUI: People prepare large bags of cassava to be sold at Sao’s market, a few kilometers from Bangui, in Central Africa. — AFP 

LAGOS: Can investors get rich by backing
Nigerian agriculture? An increasingly loud
chorus of voices say that answering this
question may be the most pressing chal-
lenge facing Africa’s most populous coun-
try, ahead of defeating Boko Haram
Islamists or curbing rampant corruption. 

Nigeria last week jumped ahead of
South Africa as the continent’s biggest
economy after the re-calculated results of
national output were announced.  But in
terms of per capita income, Nigeria’s global
ranking is still a grim 121, with 84 percent
of its 170 million people living on less than
$2 per day, according to 2010 World Bank
estimates. 

Experts agree that agriculture offers the
best chance to generate millions of new
jobs quickly. But, while job creation and
improving food security are national priori-
ties, the best way to spark an agriculture
boom is to focus on profit, said agriculture
minister Akinwumi Adesina. 

“It is not about bread,” he told a confer-
ence of business and government leaders
last month. “It is about making money.”  

The bomb has gone off 
Armed with degrees from elite US uni-

versities, including Harvard Business
School, Nigerian Kola Masha returned
home in 2007 looking to launch a business
with a positive social impact.  Youth unem-
ployment was the greatest threat facing
Nigeria but few people realized how dire
the situation had become, he said. 

From 2007 to 2010, Nigeria had one of
the world’s fastest growing economies.
However the number of people unem-
ployed also rose by 16 percent each year.
Youths were especially hard hit, with 56
percent out of work in 2010, according to
official data. The trend was in part a result
of the so-called oil curse: Nigeria, Africa’s
top crude producer, has given excessive
attention to the oil industry which gener-
ates very few jobs, while ignoring job-cre-
ating sectors. 

“Most people I shared that with said, ‘Oh
my God, it’s a time bomb’ and I said ‘no my
friend, it’s a bomb that has already gone
off’,” Masha said. A long-running sectarian
conflict in central Nigeria has killed more
than 10,000 people this century, while the
gruesome Boko Haram Islamist insurgency
in north has claimed thousands more lives
since 2009. 

High net worth individuals 
“If you talk to anybody in the armed

forces they will tell you that it is men aged
16-24 that are driving this whole thing,”
Masha said. “They are angry and hungry.”

In 2010 he launched Doreo Partners, a
firm committed to creating 10 million jobs
by 2030 through private investment in

small-scale agriculture. 
Doreo’s pilot project in northern Kaduna

state provides 1,800 farmers with a “com-
plete end-to-end” assistance package,
including training, credit to buy equipment
and access to high quality seeds, said
Masha.The firm brokers the sale of produce,
taking a commission, and earns interest on
the loans, of which 99.7 percent have been
repaid so far, according to Masha.  The key
is creating farm organizations, or franchis-
es, which can produce a reliable, high-qual-
ity yield that buyers can count on, he
added. 

Halliru Saleh, a franchise leader, told AFP
in a phone interview that with Doreo’s part-
nership he has boosted his per-harvest out-
put to 400 bags of maize from 35. His work-
force, meanwhile, has shot up from five to
100. Perhaps most crucial is a guaranteed
nine percent return that Doreo has prom-
ised his “high net worth” investors because,
like the agriculture minister, Masha
believes the best way to ignite a revolution
in the sector is to offer wealthy people a
chance to get wealthier.

“If I said (to investors), ‘Hey guys, it’s the
right thing to do, please help my farmers’... I
create 100 jobs,” he said.  Creating millions
of jobs requires “a value proposition that
brings together the right group of part-
ners,” he added. 

Cutting out the ‘crap’ 
Because decades of weak governance

has left Nigerian agriculture in disarray,
Masha argued that it was now time for the
private sector to lead.  Adesina, named
African of the Year by Forbes magazine in
2013, largely agreed. Policies he inherited
that were nominally designed to help farm-
ers had in fact become money laundering
schemes, he said, specifically pointing to a
subsidized fertilizer program which was
“terribly corrupt” and “terribly inefficient”.

Among his top priorities as minister, he
said, was “to cut out all the crap within the
system” and forge policies that allowed pri-
vate investors to get rich.  A signature
example is the government-backed cre-
ation of so-called processing hubs to
address Nigeria’s massive infrastructure
gaps, especially poor power supply.  At the
hubs, the government aims to provide full-
time electricity so firms can set up process-
ing plants without the burden of running a
generator, a prohibitive cost that keeps
many foreign companies away from
Nigeria. 

At the conference, he boasted that
Africa’s richest man, Nigerian industrialist
Aliko Dangote, had invested $2.5 billion in
agriculture and urged smart investors to
follow his lead.  “When you see cassava,” he
said, referring to one of Nigeria’s staple
crops, “just think money.” —AFP

Nigeria eyes private
funds to spark

agriculture boom

PUNGESTI, Romania: US energy major
Chevron, shielded by barbed wire, under
police protection and under fire from egg
throwers, is in trouble in Romania with vil-
lagers angry at its drive to drill for shale gas.
Opposition is fierce in the tiny remote village
of Pungesti near the border with Moldova
which has become a symbol of hostility to
the environmentally controversial tech-
niques of extracting shale gas.

“In other countries, I have not experi-
enced this type of protest”, said grim-faced
drill site-manager for Chevron, Greg Murphy.
His words were almost drowned out by cries
of “stop Chevron”, “thieves”, and “please leave”
from dozens of demonstrators at the wire
barriers as he showed journalists the site in
the northeast of the country.

Various new techniques for extracting oil
and gas, notably “fracking” involving the
injection of water and chemicals deep into
rock to release reserves, has lead to booming
production in North America.

The flows of this cheap energy are caus-
ing upheaval on world markets in what the
International Energy Agency describes as an
energy revolution. 

Demonstrators disrupt project 
Chevron has broadened its attention to

potential reserves in eastern Europe, espe-
cially in Poland and Romania. But the compa-
ny’s attempts to establish its first exploration
well in Romania were suspended twice at
the end of 2013 owing to demonstrations by
villagers. Now the site is a “special security
zone”, and people in the area have to show
identity papers. Chevron has gone on a
charm offensive with an “open day” bussing
the media pack directly into the site in
coaches to avoid contact with the local peo-
ple. But villagers outmanoeuvered the min-
ders, made their way across fields and turned
up uninvited to vent their anger as the
Chevron executives showed journalists
around.

One of the coaches came under fire from
eggs. “We thought Chevron executives were
inside,” a demonstrator said. Chevron’s coun-
try manager in Romania, Tom Holst, held that
the objectors did not represent feeling in
Pungesti, which includes several hamlets
nestling in hills.  “I would say that people of
Pungesti are very anxious for this project.
There are benefits to be had and those bene-
fits are jobs. There are approximately 60
locals who are working here on the project.
About 30 from Pungesti,” he said.

“Given the recent events in the Ukraine,
countries are very, very concerned that they

have energy security and that they are not
dependent on imports,” he said referring to
Russian intervention in Crimea and a big
increase in the price of Russian gas for
Ukraine.

Romania, unlike many countries in east-
ern and western Europe, is not heavily
dependent on Russian gas since it produces
gas itself, and last year imported from Russia
only about 10 percent of its supplies, accord-
ing to financial newspaper Ziarul Financiar.

But the main concern which drives oppo-
sition to the drilling is that fracking technolo-
gy could seriously damage the environment
below and above ground. On this, too, Holst
was reassuring. “This is an exploration well,”
he said. “Hydraulic fracturing will not be
used.”

But many local people object that if the
drilling finds gas, it will be only a matter of
time until fracking techniques are used. Their
homes bear banners saying “I don’t want
fracking” or “Stop Chevron”.

Cows, goats and water 
Mariana Morosanu, a 33-year-old local

farmer who has cows, goats and chickens,
referring to a common concern that under-
ground water reserves could be contami-
nated, asks: “If it’s not dangerous why did
France ban fracking?”

She said: “My child passes through the
garden and asks me: will I still be able to
pick fruits, will the grass still grow? He looks
at the hills and he asks me if they will
remain this beautiful if Chevron starts
drilling. I don’t know what to answer ...
People protest but Chevron goes on with its
plans.”

Catalin Scantei, a carpenter had the
same concerns, and pointed to cracks in his
house which he alleged had been caused
by heavy traffic of lorries carrying drilling
gear. “Before people were calm, they lived
their lives,” he said. “Here in the village we
work the fields and grow animals. But now
if they poison our water and everything,
what will we do?” 

But the objecting villagers target the root
of their wrath at Romanian officials, accus-
ing them of “betrayal”. The Social Democrat
Party of Prime Minister Victor Ponta, when in
opposition, opposed exploration for shale
gas but is now fervently in favor. 

“Unfortunately, our politicians do not
care about the population,” Mariana assert-
ed. For Chevron, Holst was confident: “We
expect that within the next two to three
weeks, the drilling operation will com-
mence here in Pungesti,” he said. — AFP

Romanian villagers
take on Chevron

over shale gas



DUBAI: Most stock markets in the Gulf
fell yesterday as investors booked profits
after a particularly strong week and
Saudi Arabia’s Al-Rajhi Bank published
first-quarter earnings that missed ana-
lysts’ estimates. Dubai’s bourse retreated
1.7 percent to 4,759 points after gaining
4.8 percent last week on a relatively light
news flow and with most first-quarter
results yet to come.

Heavyweight Emaar Properties con-
tributed most to the decline, sliding 2.9
percent to 10.20 dirhams. Shares in most
property and construction companies
also dropped. “I think basically it is prof-
it-taking,” said Sanyalak Manibhandu,
manager of research at NBAD Securities.
“DFM made four new 12-month highs
last week - it was really pushed up on
not much news.”

A negative global environment might
also have contributed to Sunday’s weak-
ness, he said, as equity markets across
the world declined yesterday ’s and
Ukraine reported deaths after its securi-
ty forces clashed with pro-Russian sepa-
ratists yesterday.

Dubai, along with Abu Dhabi and

Qatar, will enter MSCI’s emerging market
index at the end of May from the fron-
tier benchmark. This has helped drive
stocks up: Dubai’s index has gained 41
percent this year and the two other mar-
kets have added about 20 percent each,
making them the three top performers
in the Gulf. But exchange data shows
large inflows of foreign money into
some of the biggest stocks to be
upgraded have already happened, and it
is not clear how much more money will
come. Some active foreign investors
may have been buying stocks merely to
sell them to the passive investors who
are expected to enter on the eve of the
MSCI upgrade, and who are expected to
produce only small volumes of funds.

“People are now looking ahead, say-
ing: after the MSCI upgrade, what hap-
pens next? And what is going to happen
next is profit-taking,” Manibhandu said.
Some investors “are waiting for positive
results to come through before they do
anything else,” he added. Most compa-
nies in the Gulf will report their first-
quarter results in coming weeks,
although a handful have already pub-

lished them.
Shares in Dubai investment bank

Shuaa Capital rose as much as 5.3 per-
cent on Sunday after the firm reported a
first-quarter net profit of 8.2 million
dirhams ($2.2 million), a big swing from
a loss of 5.9 million dirhams in the same
quarter last year. But the shares then
pulled back sharply to close at 1.72
dirhams, up just 0.6 percent.  Abu
Dhabi’s bourse edged down only 0.2
percent as some of the bigger names
dodged the profit-taking bout. At 5,163
points, it remained just above its 2008
peak of 5,159 points, which it surpassed
last week. Aldar Properties rose 3.9 per-
cent to 4.26 dirhams and Abu Dhabi
Commercial Bank added 0.6 percent to
8.20 dirhams.

Qatar, Saudi
Qatar’s bourse, on the other hand, slid

1.4 percent to 12,225 points with losses
across the board after it hit a six-year
high on Thursday. Trading volume fell
significantly compared to the previous
two sessions. Saudi Arabia’s main index
also declined, continuing last week’s

downtrend, and closed down 1.1 percent
at 9,425 points.

Al-Rajhi Bank was the main drag, tum-
bling to a five-week low after the king-
dom’s largest listed lender posted anoth-
er sharp drop in quarterly profit.

Al-Rajhi said yesterday it made a prof-
it of 1.71 billion riyals ($456 million) in
the three months to March 31, down
16.9 percent from 2.05 billion riyals in
the same period a year earlier. Analysts
had expected roughly flat earnings; the
drop, which contrasted with solid first-
quarter earnings by several other Saudi
banks, was apparently due to higher bad
loan provisions.  The bank’s shares fell 3.0
percent, slumping to their lowest level
since March 6. Saudi Arabia’s bourse,
which remains largely closed to foreign-
ers and will not be upgraded along with
Qatar and the United Arab Emirates, has
lagged them this year, adding 10 per-
cent.

The planned initial public offer of
National Commercial Bank (NCB), the
kingdom’s largest lender, later this year
may also have contributed to the weaker
performance, said Manibhandu from

NBAD Securities.
Bankers estimate a deal size of

between 15 billion and 20 billion riyals
($4 bill ion-5.33 bill ion) and some
investors may be anticipating a sell-off in
other shares to raise money for the IPO.

“There will be a drain,” Manibhandu
said. “Everybody will have to buy NCB.”  

HIGHLIGHTS
DUBAI

* The index fell 1.7 percent to 4,759
points.

ABU DHABI
* The index edged down 0.2 percent

to 5,163 points.
QATAR

* The index slid 1.4 percent to 12,225
points.

SAUDI ARABIA
* The index eased 1.1 percent to 9,425

points.
EGYPT

* The index fell 0.3 percent to 7,875
points.

KUWAIT
* The index slipped 0.2 percent to

7,560 points. —Reuters
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Gulf markets succumb to profit-taking

MIDEAST STOCKS

BOHARU, India: Massaging his swollen feet after
campaigning in the villages of Punjab, the man
tipped to be India’s next finance minister says he
wants the government that takes office next
month to approve five big-ticket investments
quickly to signal it means business.

Arun Jaitley is a senior leader of the opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), hot favorite to
form a government after the election that began
last week and will be staggered over the next
month. A former commerce minister and a
skilled courtroom lawyer, he is a key lieutenant of
Hindu nationalist leader Narendra Modi, the BJP’s
candidate for prime minister.

Jaitley has dismissed as premature talk that he
will take a senior position in government, but in
an interview with Reuters he gave what he said
were personal views on the economy.

“You will have to re-start the investment
cycle,” he said, speaking after a day on the stump
in the parliamentary constituency he is contest-
ing, Amritsar, in the northern state of Punjab.
“You will have to, both in terms of policies and
procedure, give an impression that it’s now easy
to do business in India.  You make five big clear-
ances, some big-ticket clearances.”

Jaitley did not disclose what projects might
be fast-tracked, but said one proposal was to
involve state chief ministers in such clearances
instead of leaving it to the central government.

Capital investment contributes nearly 35 per-
cent to India’s $1.8 trillion economy, but it barely
grew in the fiscal year that ended in March as
delays in clearances from various ministries and
funding issues grounded many major projects.
Growth in Asia’s third-largest economy has
almost halved to below 5 percent in the past two
years on weak investment and consumer
demand, the worst slowdown since the 1980s.

The BJP blames the slide on poor economic
management by the outgoing government led
by the left-leaning Congress party. Modi, who
has presided over rapid economic growth during
more than 12 years as chief minister of Gujarat
state, has been wooing voters by pointing to his
track record as a leader who cuts red tape and
attracts investment.

“I think a political change itself will restore
confidence in the first instance,” said Jaitley,
when asked how the economic climate could be
changed. The new government should give
direction in five broad areas, he said: infrastruc-

ture, building suburban and new urban town-
ships, massive skill development programs, pro-
moting tourism, and lowering costs for business.

He said the government should take at least
two measures that “indicate you are willing to
make India a low-cost manufacturing centre”.
Asked if this could include reform of India’s labor
laws, which investors complain discriminate
against employers, he said: “A reform is the art of
the possible, you don’t start with something that
is likely to get politically stuck.”

BJP insiders are cautious about laying out spe-
cific plans because the party may need to adjust
its policies after the election to win over allies
and form a coalition government if it falls short
of the parliamentary majority required to rule.

On the stump, Jaitley sheds his wealthy, cor-
porate lawyer image and speaks in the rustic
dialect of Punjab’s heartland, attacking the
Congress party as he seeks to dispel the percep-
tion that he is an outsider from New Delhi.

Corruption
“They sold the waves in the air and they sold

the coal under our land,” he told a gathering of
turban-clad Sikh farmers set in fields of ripening
wheat in Boharu, a village close to the border
with Pakistan. “Everywhere people are angry,
they will throw this government out.”

Jaitley was referring to corruption scandals in
the auction of telecommunications spectrum
licenses and coal mining contracts, which he
said had cost the state billions of dollars.

Although locals say Jaitley has the edge in
his constituency, he has a fight on his hands -
his main opponent is the Congress party ’s
Amarinder Singh, scion of a Punjabi royal family
and a former chief minister of the state.

Jaitley, 61, was born and brought up in New
Delhi and cut his political teeth in the fervent
anti-Congress sentiment of the mid-1970s. A
student-union leader of Delhi University, he was
jailed by then-prime minister Indira Gandhi dur-
ing a 1975-77 crackdown on political opposi-
tion.

“In one sense it troubled me because I was
losing out on studies, I was a law student,” he
said of his 19-month incarceration. “In another
sense, it hardened my political convictions, it
increased my commitment, it made me rub
shoulders with the top national leaders.”

He met Modi briefly in the 1970s, national
party politics brought them together in the
1980s, and later they bonded when Jaitley’s
court cases took him to Gujarat, Modi’s home
state.

Jaitley rejects suggestions that he is the
brains behind Modi or that he is the chief strate-
gist of the BJP campaign. “He makes up his own
mind, but he is a reasonable man,” Jaitley said.
“He is open to suggestions, it is reasonably pos-
sible to persuade him to a viewpoint.”

Leader of the BJP in the upper house of par-
liament, Jaitley is not identified with the hard-
line Hindu side of his party. Critics see Modi in
this light, however. He has been accused of
encouraging or failing to prevent anti-Muslim
riots in Gujarat in 2002, though he has denied
the charges and the Supreme Court has not
found enough evidence to prosecute him.

Jaitley said it was the Congress party and
others that were trying to “inject communal poi-
son” into the election, and BJP manifesto
pledges to the Hindu faithful were “unexcep-
tional”. “We are contesting on the issue of gover-
nance only,” he said. —Reuters

Reviving investment key, says 

man tipped to be India’s FM 

New govt to okay 5 big-ticket investments: Jaitley

Arun Jaitley

WASHINGTON: IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde (left), Poland’s
Finance Minister Marek Beka (center) , and World Bank President Jim Yong
Kim (right) conduct a press conference at the 2014 Spring Meeting of the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group yesterday in
Washington, DC. —AFP

WASHINGTON: The world’s top finance
officials expressed confidence that the
global economy finally has turned the
corner to stronger growth. This time, they
may be right.

Despite challenges that include mar-
ket jitters about the US Federal Reserve’s
bond-buying slowdown and global ten-
sions over Ukraine, policymakers said
they believe there is a foundation for sus-
tained growth that can provide jobs for
the millions of people still looking for
work five years after the worst recession
since the Great Depression of the 1930s.

“Creating a more dynamic, sustain-
able, balanced and job-rich global econo-
my remains our paramount collective
goal,” the policy-setting panel of the 188-
nation International Monetary Fund said
in a concluding communique. IMF
Managing Director Christine Lagarde and
the finance ministers who sit on the IMF’s
policy panel said they believed the world
had entered a new phase with stronger
growth that will begin to make inroads
into unemployment that remains painful-
ly high in many nations. At a closing news
conference, Lagarde referred to the years
2008 through 2010 as an economic “dis-
aster” and she said now “we are moving
into a strengthening phase.”

The IMF in its latest economic forecast
predicted global growth would strength-
en to 3.6 percent this year and an even
better 3.9 percent in 2015.

That growth is being supported by a
stronger recovery in the United States,
which private economists believe could
grow this year at the fastest pace in five
years. This strength in the world’s largest
economy is helping to offset some slow-
ing in major emerging markets such as
China although emerging economies are
still powering ahead at rates well ahead
of developed nations.

The finance officials acknowledged a
number of threats to their forecast, rang-
ing from periodic stock market jitters as
investors worry that the Fed may mishan-
dle its effort to gradually end the bond
buying it has used to lower long-term
interest rates to concerns that the politi-
cal standoff over Russia’s annexation of
Crimea could undermine market confi-
dence. On Ukraine, the finance ministers
endorsed the IMF package of $14 billion
to $18 billion in loans to help the country
avoid a financial meltdown but urged a
go-slow approach to imposing additional
economic sanctions on Russia.  The
United States had hoped for more resolve
in this area to discourage Russia from try-
ing to annex more of Ukraine, but
European nations, with closer economic
ties to Russia, said diplomatic efforts
should be given more time to work.

The conclusion of Saturday’s discus-
sions ended three days of talks that
began with meetings by finance minis-
ters and central bank presidents of the
Group of 20 nations, the mix of tradition-
al economic powers such as the United

States, Japan and Germany and emerging
economies such as Russia, China and
India. 

US Treasury Secretary Jacob Lew and
Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen repre-
sented the United States in the discus-
sions. The United States came in for criti-
cism at the meetings. The IMF statement
said officials were “deeply disappointed”
with the continued delay in congression-
al approval of the legislation to provide
expanded loan resources to the IMF to
help countries in trouble.

The IMF said that if the US Congress
failed to pass the measure by year’s end,
it would explore other options. Officials
said those options could weaken
America’s ability to influence the global
economy and lead to a more fragmented
world.

Such a development would produce “a
world that will  be less safe,” said
Singapore’s finance minister, Tharman
Shanmugaratnam, chairman of the IMF
policy committee.

The IMF panel endorsed the target set
by the Group of 20 nations to boost glob-
al growth by $2 trillion in the next five
years. But the IMF said achieving this
result will require putting the proper gov-
ernment policies in place, including a
careful scaling back of low-interest rate
policies pursued over the past five years
by the Fed and other central banks.

The IMF communique said the Fed
needed to clearly communicate its future
moves to avoid taking markets by sur-
prise and it urged the European Central
Bank, which conducts monetary policy
for the 17 nations that use the euro cur-
rency, to consider further moves to pro-
vide economic stimulus if “low inflation
becomes persistent” in Europe. Ahead of
the meetings, Mario Draghi, head of the
ECB, had criticized Lagarde for being
overzealous in her policy recommenda-
tions and suggested that she would not
have dared to lecture the Fed in the same
way. On Saturday, Draghi was more
restrained in his comments, saying the
ECB intended to maintain its accom-
modative monetary policies while cau-
tioning that those policies cannot solve
all  the problems facing Europe. The
finance ministers concluded their meet-
ings with a pledge to come up with con-
crete proposals that each country will
pursue to boost growth by the 2 percent
target adopted by the G-20.  Those plans
will be reviewed by the G-20 at its next
meeting in September in Australia, ahead
of a summit to be attended by President
Barack Obama and other G-20 leaders in
Brisbane on Nov 15-16.

The G20 group, which represents 85
percent of the global economy, includes
Russia, but wealthy nations have said
they will boycott a Group of Eight summit
that was to be hosted later this year by
Russia in Sochi, the Winter Olympics host
city, because of Moscow’s actions in
Ukraine. —AP

Global economy has turned 

the corner: Finance chiefs

WASHINGTON: “Economic recov-
ery in high-income countries
shows signs of strengthening and
growth continues in many emerg-
ing market economies,” noted the
Development Committee met at
the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) here.

The statement, according to the
communique of the meeting with
Marek Belka, Development
Committee Chair, World Bank
President Jim Yong Kim and Christine
Lagarde, IMF Managing Director,
stressed that “risks remain” and
affirmed that “fostering strong, inclu-
sive and sustainable growth in
today’s interconnected global econo-
my will require policy adjustments
and appropriate coordination and
communication.”

The committee encouraged the
World Bank Group (WBG) and the
IMF to “work jointly and with all
member countries in pursuing
sound and responsive economic
policies; addressing underlying
macroeconomic vulnerabilities;
rebuilding macroeconomic buffers;
and strengthening prudential
management of the financial sys-
tem.”

The group pushed for the WBG
to “build on its country engage-
ment model as a platform for
selectivity based on client demand

and the new corporate goals, to
deliver better, faster and evidence
based solutions that result in trans-
formative outcomes for the benefit
of low and middle income coun-
tries alike.”

They expect the new structure
of the WBG to “lead to better glob-
al knowledge sharing to benefit all
client countries, and to strengthen-
ing its role in support of south-
south and regional cooperation.”
The committee welcomed the

WBG’s “scorecard and look forward
to regular updates on the imple-
mentation of the WBG strategy.”

The communique affirmed
“Social inclusion and policies that
broaden income opportunities and
the full participation of all groups,
including women and the margin-
alized and vulnerable, are essen-
tial.”

“An open business climate that
fosters competition, more inclusive
human capital development and

well-targeted social protection pro-
grams are good both for growth and
for shared prosperity. Private invest-
ment flows complement develop-
ment finance and are a vital factor in
achieving our goals.”On the ambi-
tion of the WBG Strategy, the team
indicated it “demands better utiliza-
tion of existing resources as well as
strengthening the WBG’s financial
capacity.”

In addition to the strategy, the
committee urged “the WBG and the
IMF to continue to strengthen their
engagement with Sub-Saharan
Africa and ensure that their finan-
cial, analytical, and capacity-build-
ing support is geared toward foster-
ing country-driven structural trans-
formation, reducing extreme pover-
ty, boosting job creation, and mak-
ing economic growth more inclu-
sive and resilient.”

They “remain deeply concerned
about the continuously deteriorat-
ing humanitarian situation in the
Central African Republic, South
Sudan and Syria” and “commend the
generosity of governments and
families in neighboring countries.”
To this point it urged “the WBG and
the IMF to remain closely engaged
in these as well as other FCS and
countries in transition, in coordina-
tion with other development part-
ners.” —KUNA

Economic growth continues 

in high-income countries: IMF

WASHINGTON: Members of various delegations pose for the
group photo during the 2014 Spring Meeting of the International
Monetary Fund and the World Bank Group yesterday. —AFP
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KUWAIT: Yusuf A Alghanim & Sons
Automotive, the exclusive distribu-
tor of Chevrolet vehicles in Kuwait,
is proud to present an attractive
promotional offer on the 2014
Camaro providing every customer
who wants to own a Camaro the
best trade-in value for their car
and KD 1,000 on top.   

Apart from having a long and
rich history, the Camaro has been
the ultimate drive that won over
the hearts of thrill-seeking youth
ever since it was introduced in the
world.  From deep-set eyes to
sculpted rear shoulders, the shape
of Camaro is pure emotion. This is
the Camaro New 2014 in cool, clas-
sic form with a refined look that
enhances this iconic shape. A
redesigned front fascia with a
wider,  lower opening offers
improved cooling and reduced
aerodynamic lift. The new 2014
revamped Camaro models feature
a revised exterior design that inte-
grates high-performance aerody-
namics. The Exterior Appearance
Package takes Camaro temptation
to an even hotter level. High inten-
sity discharge headlamps with LED
halo rings and the new chrome-
accented grille add a mysterious
allure while restyled LED tail lamps
are a brilliant tribute to the 1969
Camaro.

With exact instrumentation and
carefully tailored bolstered seats
made with sports cloth or leather,
the Camaro is designed to make
ever y drive as rewarding and
instinctive as possible.  3.6L,
323HP,LT, 6.2L, 426 HP SS and the
6.2L,580 HP ZL1 models include a
6-way power driver and front pas-
senger seats. The 2014 Camaro is
available with Chevrolet MyLink, 7-

inch diagonal color touch-screen
display that is  compatible for
smartphone connections. With
standard Bluetooth wireless tech-
nology, the 2014 Camaro allows
the driver to access information

while keeping his/her eyes stay on
the road. The Camaro’s perform-
ance and precision continues to
reign supreme with Magnetic Ride
Control, world-class braking and a
4-wheel independent suspension.

With supercar levels of perform-
ance and technology, the 580-
horsepower Camaro ZL1 is the
fastest Camaro to ever be built.
Once you get over the rush of the
all-aluminum 6.2L supercharged
V8 engine and its 580 horsepower

and 556 lb.-ft. of torque, you will
realize that this Camaro goes
beyond raw power. The Camaro’s
performance and precision contin-
ues with Magnetic Ride Control,
world-class braking and 4-wheel

independent suspension. The
Camaro ZL1 is the kind of vehicle
that engineers dream of designing
and speed lovers crave to drive
behind its wheel. The new Camaro
ZL1 steals the spotlight with its
revolutionizing design that exudes
a powerful and sleek exterior, an
element that decreases friction so
as to augment the level of intense
pressure that firmly and solidly fix-
es the car’s wheels to the ground,
amplifying the driver’s experience

at top speeds.  Although the
Camaro ZL1 is one of the fastest
rides on earth, it is equipped with
a fuel-efficient engine that brings
the comfort of convenience to
every driver. Unlike many of its
competitors,  ZL1 comes fully
equipped with factory-integrated
auxiliary fluid coolers including a
liquid-to-liquid engine cooler typi-
cally found on high-end sports
cars. Both the manual and auto-
matic transmissions are equipped
with high-capacity oil coolers, con-
sisting of a liquid-to-liquid and air-
to-oil heat exchanger plumbed in
series. The Camaro ZL1’s stunning
features makes it more of a piece
of art that thrills the youth and
allows them to explore the infinite
realm of enticing freedom.

Yusuf A Alghanim & Sons
Automotive is committed to offer-
ing an exceptional shopping and
ownership experience, a factor
that is furthered by the company’s
excellent products and services
that cater to customers’ ever y
need and want. Chevrolet Care is a
high level customer service experi-
ence based on four pillars: To pro-
vide customers with the best in
service pricing and cost trans-
parency ; booking ser vice with
same day delivery; quality service
by certified technicians as well as a
regional 3 year/100,000 km war-
ranty and 24x7 regional roadside
assistance.

For all speed and adrenaline
lovers, visit now any of Yusuf A
Alghanim & Sons Automotive
showroom to take advantage of
this great opportunity and book
an appointment to test drive the
car of your dreams: the 2014
Chevrolet Camaro.  

Alghanim Chevrolet launches

giant offer on 2014 Camaro

Get the best trade-in value for your car, KD 1,000 on top

Wataniya Telecom launches

Samsung Galaxy S5 today

With revolutionary Samsung Gear Fit and Gear Watch
KUWAIT: Today, Wataniya Telecom, member of
Ooredoo Group, launches the long-awaited flag-
ship smartphone from Samsung, (Galaxy S5).
Now, customers of Wataniya have the chance to
experience the new smartphone’s innovative
features on the most advanced network in
Kuwait. 

Wataniya is pleased to carry the latest smart
phones in the market to deliver the best prod-
ucts and services. Customers of Wataniya can
now get the new Samsung Galaxy S5 which
comes in different vivid colors, features a bigger
screen, an improved rear camera and biometric
functions such as iris recognition or a fingerprint
scanner, and Samsung Gear Fit and Gear Watch
at competitive prices starting at KD 12/month. 

Samsung Galaxy S5 is the first smart phone
with a built-in heart rate sensor which enables
users to measure their heart rate directly on the
phone. It also comes with a feature called “S
Health” which acts as a personal fitness tracker.

The enhanced S Health leads users through
their fitness routines daily and consistently. They
can set their goals and achieve them with the
help of Galaxy S5’s pedometer and S Health’s
constant tracking of their condition, walking dis-
tance, calories, speed, duration, and so on. It is
also worth mentioning that the S5 is made to
last longer and stronger as it is resistant to
sweat, rain, liquids, sand and dust, so the phone
is protected from any activity and situation.

For better photos, the S5 comes with an
HDR(Rich Tone) feature which allows for brighter
and vivid captures when there is a strong count-
er light or when the subject is shaded. In addi-
tion to HDR, the Selective Focus allows users to
focus on what’s important by blurring the back-
ground and accentuating the main subject in
defined detail.

With the new phone, users will get doubled
connection and faster speed. The Download
Booster technology utilizes the LTE and Wi-Fi
simultaneously to give users an unrivaled net-
work experience. They will experience approxi-
mately 80 -90 percent of the added network
speed of LTE and Wi-Fi when this feature is
turned on. 

Wataniya is pleased to offer its customers the

latest Samsung Galaxy S5and assured the con-
tinuous efforts to raise the bar by offering exclu-
sive services and latest products at competitive
prices.

Wataniya continues to bring the latest and
most exciting mobile products to Kuwait
through its wide range of premium partners, to
ensure that latest telecom innovations are up-
to-the-minute for all its customers. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Business Town Real
Estate Company (KBT) is a well-known
real estate development company estab-
lished in 1999 and became a publically
traded company at the Kuwait Stock
Exchange on the 16th December 2008.
With a paid up capital of KD78 million
equivalents to $ 280 million, this compa-
ny provides various comprehensive real
estate products and services in the local
and international market.

KBT announced a net profit of KD 0.5
million for the first quarter of 2014, a
growth of 164 percent compared to the
same period in 2013, with earnings per
shares 0.64 fils compared to (0.99) fils in
2013.   

Eng Yousef Ghazi Al-Saqabi, Vice-
Chairman & CEO of KBT said; “ The
increase of 164 percent in net profit is a
good beginning for the this year and
make us optimistic that 2014 will be an
excellent year that will reap benefits for
the shareholders, clients and employees.”  

“The company will stick to its new
motto of - Setting New Standards - by
providing clients with state of art facili-
ties.    By settling major debts with a local
bank and a financial institution during
2013, the company is positioned for a
fresh start.    The new branch office
acquired during this year at Business Bay
in Dubai will used as a hub for interna-
tional markets.  The announcement of Q1
results at such fast pace, being the num-
ber one in the real estate sector and
number two in Kuwait Stock Exchange
shows the financial strength of the com-

pany, “ added Al Saqabi.
Positive indicators:  Al-Saqabi high-

lighted a number of key positive indica-
tors for KBT emphasizing that the most
significant achievement is the reduction
in total liabilities to KD 7.4 million by end
of 1st quarter of 2014, a reduction 88
percent compared to same period during
2013.   The net profits is KWD 499,567/-,
earnings of 0.64 fils per share, whereas
during the same period in 2013, the loss-
es were KWD (799,660/-), a loss of (0.99)
fils per share. The book value is 66 fils
compared to 64 fils per share for the
same period in 2013.  

KBT announces

KD 0.5m profit for Q1

Eng Yousef Ghazi Al-Saqabi

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al-Danah daily
draws on April 6, 2014, announcing the
names of its winners for the week of March
30 to April 3. The Al-Danah daily draws
include draws each working day for two
prizes of KD1000 per winner.  
The winners are: 
(Sunday 23/03): Hatem Heremees
Mohammed Al-Otaibi, Hussain
Mohammed Abdullah Atash
(Monday 24/03):  Ali Mula Ahmad
Abdulla Almula Ali, Battol Redha Najar
(Tuesday 25/03):  Saqer Abdullah Yousef,
Samir Mal Humad
(Wednesday 26/03):  Zainab Ahmad
Mohammed, Taiba Abdulaziz Sulaiman
Al-Randi
(Thursday 27/03):  Hmoud Soud Hamad
Al-Sbaiei, Jamal Abdulmohsen Abdullah
Al-Thuwene

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2014 draw lineup
includes daily draws (2 winners per work-
ing day each receive KD1000), as well as
two additional prizes per quarter. Al-

Danah’s 2nd Quarterly draw for 2014 will be
held on 26 June (KD250,000, KD125,000,
and KD25,000), 3rd Quarter - 25 September
(KD500,000, KD125,000, and KD25,000) and
the final draw held on 8 January, 2015
announcing winners of KD50,000,
KD250,000 and the Al-Danah millionaire. 

Gulf Bank’s Al-Danah allows customers
to win cash prizes and simultaneously
encourages them to save money. Chances
increase the more money is deposited and
the longer it is kept in the account.

Al-Danah also offers a number of unique
services including the Al-Danah Deposit
Only ATM card which helps account hold-
ers deposit their money at their conven-
ience; as well as the Al-Danah calculator to
help customers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al-Danah winner. 

To be part of the Al-Danah draws, cus-
tomers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 58
branches, transfer on line, or call  the
Customer Contact Center on 1805805 for
assistance and guidance. 

Gulf Bank announces winners 

of Al-Danah Daily draws 

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced yester-
day the names of the lucky winners of its
Yawmi account draw, each taking home a
prize of KD 5,000.
The winners for the daily draws took
home a cash-prize of KD 5000 each, and
they are: 

1. Latifah Ahmad  Sarkhouh
2. Zeinab Abdullah Hadadian
3. Reham Abdulkareem Nasr
4. Thamer Emad  Almutawaa
5. Hamad Mohammad  Darbi
With its new and enhanced features, the

Yawmi Account has become more conven-
ient, easier, and faster for customers to
benefit from. Now, customers will be eligi-
ble to enter the draw after 48 hours only
from opening the account. Customers are
also required to deposit KD 100 or equiva-
lent only to enter the daily draw, and the
coupon value to enter the draw stands at
KD 10. 

The newly designed Yawmi account has

been launched to provide a highly innova-
tive offering along with a higher frequency
and incentive of winning for everyone.
Today, the Yawmi account is a well under-
stood product, where its popularity can be
seen from the number of increasing
account holders. 

Burgan Bank encourages everyone to
open a Yawmi account and/or increase
their deposit to maximize their chances to
becoming a daily winner. The more cus-
tomers deposit, the higher the chances
they receive of winning the draw. 

Opening a Yawmi account is simple, cus-
tomers are urged to visit their nearest
Burgan Bank branch and receive all the
details, or simply call the bank’s Call Center
at 1804080 where customer service repre-
sentatives will be delighted to assist with
any questions on the Yawmi account or any
of the bank’s products and services.
Customers can also log on to Burgan Bank’s
www.burgan.com for further information. 

Burgan Bank announces 

winners of Yawmi account

EBBSFLEET, England: Where Britain’s first new town
in over 40 years is due to be built there is little more
than a gaping hole - a symbol of the huge housing
shortage successive governments have failed to fill.
For almost 10 years the project has languished, first
as developers worried about its scale and then as
the financial crisis hammered the construction
industry.

Now, under a new government-backed plan,
more than 20,000 new homes will be built in
Ebbsfleet, 20 miles east of London and just 17 min-
utes from the centre of the capital on a high-speed
rail line. But that is just a drop in the ocean, accord-
ing to a report by a former Bank of England policy-
maker published in March which said Britain was
short of 1 million homes.

The dearth has helped fuel a jump of nearly 10
percent in British house prices over the past year,
and much more in London, bringing with it echoes
of past booms and busts. “We’ve had to reshape
colossal, almost biblical, amounts of land,” said
Jeremy Kite, leader of the local council in Dartford,
the nearest main town, who has been working with
the site’s owner, Land Securities, to get building
started amid disused chalk quarries. Construction in
England slumped after the 2007-2009 financial crisis
when banks, alarmed by a 20 percent tumble in
property prices, stopped lending.

In 2013, 110,000 homes were built, the second-
lowest reading since records began in 1978 and

down from 177,000 in 2007. A rebound is likely.
Work has started on almost 25 percent more homes
than a year ago, but even if house-building gets
back to pre-crisis levels, Britain is still likely to face a
housing shortage that could unbalance its econom-
ic recovery. The central bank is watching closely as it
considers when to start raising interest rates from
record lows. Bank of England Governor Mark Carney
has warned that Britain’s housing market can move
rapidly “from stall speed to warp speed”, a major
concern given the country’s high level of home-
ownership. The International Monetary Fund last
week pointed to the risks presented by the country’s
“surging” house prices. There is alarm even in the
real estate sector. The Royal Institution for Chartered
Surveyors said last week the lack of property for sale
was now a major concern. There was a “desperate
need for more”, it said.

Shortages of skill and land
Last month’s report for the Home Builders

Federation, drawn up by former BoE policymaker
Kate Barker, estimated that the number of new pri-
vately built homes would need to almost treble to
260,000 a year to bring down Britain’s rate of house
price inflation nearer to that in the rest of Europe.
Reaching that level is likely to be many years off
because the industry has been so ravaged and also
because of a shortage of land which can be built on.
John Stewart, the HBF’s director of economic affairs,

said building 200,000 homes a year by 2020 was
more realistic. “The industry’s capacity has been
severely hit by the crash of 2007-08,” he added.

Stocks of bricks are down to two months’ supply,
their “lowest level in living memory”, said Martin
Warner, chief executive of brick manufacturer
Michelmersh. The Federation of Master Builders,
which represents small and medium-sized construc-
tion firms, said bricklayers were pushing for pay rises
of between 10 and 15 percent.

Keith Adey, the chief financial officer of home-
builder Bellway, said he expects his company to
complete 20 percent more homes in the current
financial year, but that annual growth thereafter was
likely to slow to 10 percent. For both Adey and
Stewart, the bigger long-term constraint is the sup-
ply of land. Since the 1980s local authorities have
gained increasing powers to determine what type of
housing is built on what land, and to demand pay-
ments from developers for infrastructure such as
schools and clinics. “We have moved away from a
system where private house builders were market-
responsive - if demand picked up, you found more
land, built more houses and away you went - to a
system that is virtually managed by the state,”
Stewart said. Stewart was hopeful that local authori-
ties would show more flexibility, citing planning
reforms introduced in 2012 that place a greater onus
on local authorities to make sure they have suffi-
cient housing in their areas.— Reuters

KUWAIT: Wataniya Telecom, a member
of Ooredoo Group, announced the win-
ners of the sixth and final draw which
was part of the exciting draw campaign
that gave every customer of Wataniya a
chance to win a Samsung Galaxy Note
3 weekly. Wataniya aimed at granting
customers additional value for every
KD1 spent on recharging their prepaid
lines, paying their bills or activating
new lines. 

The draw campaign was designed
for a single purpose of delighting, excit-
ing and rewarding customers for their
loyalty. Customers had the chance to
win in the weekly draws as well as to
enter the final draw on the Audi R8 V10,
model of 2015. Wataniya will be
announcing the winner of the car very
soon before the end of this week. 

Wataniya expressed its gratitude to
all the subscribers for participating in
the draws and is looking forward to
provide future opportunities for more
winners. 

Winners of the 6th and final draw are: 
Ahmed Hamad Shabeeb, Khaled

Yusuf Al-Soori, Sareera Asadanal, Eeisa

Ahmed Boland, Amsha Soud Al-Sabaee,
Mohammad Majed Al-Ajmi, Mohamed
Fayez Al-Zayath, Suresh Morgan Morgan,
Mesad Salamah Abdulrahman, Aadel Khaled
Hamad Al-Hadlaq, Mohammad Ali
Abdulaziz Bahlool, Nabi Saheb Mali, Ghadeer
Abbas Mohammad, Hussein Ali  Al-Blushi,
Mohammad Mansour Aseeri, Nawaf
Mubarak Fahad Alhab Al-Mutairi, Nahedah
Abdulrazaq Al-Mahboob, Abdullah Al-
Aazmi, Khulud Abeeth Al-Ajmi,
Mohammad Ahmed Ali Sadeq,
Abdulhaq Abdulbari, Hamad Rashed
Jaber Al-Hajri, Jiban Kal, Khaled Hamad
Saad Al-Hajri, Jassem Hamdy Ahmed
Ali, Jaser Saeed Abdullah Al-Fadli, Aziz
Mohammad, Alzeebith Borjaa, Fatemah
Najem Ali Al-Senafi, May Taher Ahmed
Al-Ebrahim, Mariam Fahaad, Leena
Bassam Al-Ouri, Yarfeez Hasan Saeed,
Nahed Saad Farhan, Abdullah Al-
Rashidi, Hussein Ahmed Al-Maqreebi,
Osama Abdullah Al-Owaisi, Merly
Varghese, Hoor Khaled Hussein
Gholoom, Ghaneemah Sultan Ghanem,
Jasmeen Dawan, Suzan Jayed Saloonja,
Novar Mira Sahibo, Ala’ Ahmed
Oughlee. 

Long-delayed new town an 

emblem of UK housing hole

Wataniya Telecom winners 

of 6th and final weekly draw

Winners received Galaxy Note 3
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NEW YORK: It now appears that the “Heartbleed”
security problem affects not just websites, but also
the networking equipment that connects homes
and businesses to the Internet.

A defect in the security technology used by many
websites and equipment makers have put millions of
passwords, credit card numbers and other personal
information at risk. The extent of the damage caused
by Heartbleed isn’t known. The threat went unde-
tected for more than two years, and it’s difficult to
tell if any attacks resulted from it because they don’t
leave behind distinct footprints.

But now that the threat is public, there’s a good
chance hackers will try to exploit it before fixes are in
place, says Mike Weber, vice president of the infor-
mation-technology audit and compliance firm
Coalfire.

Two of the biggest makers of networking equip-
ment, Cisco and Juniper, have acknowledged that
some of their products contain the bug, but experts
warn that the problem may extend to other compa-

nies as well as a range of Internet-connected devices
such as Blu-ray players.

“I think this is very concerning for many people,”
says Darren Hayes, professor of security and comput-
er forensics at Pace University. “It’s going to keep
security professionals very busy over the coming
weeks and months. Customers need to make sure
they’re getting the answers they need.”

Here’s a look at what consumers and businesses
should know about Heartbleed and its effects on
networking devices.

How is networking equipment affected?
Just like websites, the software used to run some

networking equipment - such as routers, switches
and firewalls - also uses the variant of SSL/TLS known
as OpenSSL. OpenSSL is the set of tools that has the
Heartbleed vulnerability.

As with a website, hackers could potentially use
the bug as a way to breach a system and gather and
steal passwords and other sensitive information.

What can you do?
Security experts continue to advise people and

businesses to change their passwords, but that
won’t be enough unless the company that created
the software in question has put the needed fixes in
place.

When it comes to devices, this could take a while.
Although websites can be fixed relatively quickly by
installing a software update, device makers will have
to check each product to see if it needs to be fixed.

Both Cisco Systems Inc. and Juniper Networks
Inc. continue to advise customers through their
websites on which product is still vulnerable, fixed
and unaffected. Owners may need to install soft-
ware updates for products that are “fixed.”

Hayes praises Cisco and Juniper for being upfront
with customers. He cautions, though, that many
other companies make similar products that likely
have the bug, too, but haven’t come forward to say
so.

As a result, businesses and consumers need to

check the websites for devices that they think could
have problems. They must be diligent about
installing any software updates they receive.

Weber says that while there are some checks
companies can do to see if their networking equip-
ment is safe, they’re largely beholden to the device
makers to let them know what’s going on.

Companies also need to make sure that business
partners with access to their systems aren’t compro-
mised as well.

Are other devices at risk?
Hayes says the bug could potentially affect any

home device that’s connected to the Internet,
including something as simple as a Wi-Fi-enabled
Blu-ray player. He also points to recent advances in
home automation, such as smart thermostats, secu-
rity and lighting systems.

“We simply don’t know the extent of this and it
could affect those kinds of devices in the home,” he
says. — AP

Heartbleed could harm a variety of systems

HANOVER: An often-ignored aspect of
Germany’s green energy transition is the one that
has most helped its export industry; energy effi-
ciency, the new hallmark of the country’s high-
tech sector.

Chancellor Angela Merkel has said that if the
“Energiewende” - the ambitious switch from
nuclear and carbon-based energy toward renew-
ables -goes as planned, “I am sure it will be anoth-
er export hit”. 

So far Europe’s biggest economy has not been
widely emulated on its radical path to a clean-
energy future, but for businesses in the energy-
efficiency sector, Merkel’s prophecy is already a
reality.

Energy efficiency was a key theme at
Hanover’s industrial fair, one of the world’s
biggest, which ended Friday.  When it comes to
machines, tools and systems that consume the
least energy, German companies from world-
famous Siemens and Bosch down to the country’s
highly specialised small- and medium-sized
enterprises often have the answer.

Martin Lack can explain in great detail how his
company, the Luetze family group, has developed
a system that circulates air efficiently in power
distribution systems to lower temperatures and
avoid energy loss.

The system is based on a study by Luetze,

automaker Volkswagen and another German
technology group, Rittal, which found ways to
reduce energy consumption in such systems by
15 percent.

“It is energy-saving technology that offers the
greatest potential” for German companies, said
Carola Kantz, who is in charge of the issue at the
VDMA, the German Engineering Federation.

Savings key to success 
Germany launched its energy shift in the late

1990s and, after Japan’s 2011 Fukushima nuclear
disaster, set itself even more ambitious goals,
including to halve primary energy consumption
by 2050 through savings in homes, industry and
transport.

Less visible and less publicised than wind and
solar farms, energy efficiency is the aspect that is
the “most misunderstood of the energy transition,
and yet the one that works best,” said Stephan
Kohler, president of German energy agency Dena.

“The success of the German economy owes
much to the fact that its products help achieve
energy savings,” he said. Germany, in turn, has
strongly promoted the sector with the govern-
ment’s so-called Energy Efficiency Export
Initiative.

Its website, “efficiency-from-germany.info”,
highlights that Germany, which has traditionally

had to import most of its energy, has achieved
reductions in energy usage despite growing eco-
nomic output.

It says that in the early 2000s, German
researchers and companies submitted between
30 and 40 percent of global patent applications in
the areas of energy-efficient building services and
industrial processes and technologies.

“In Germany there has been this expertise, this
tradition of technologies related to environmen-
tal protection,” said Rafael Piechota, at the stand
of Paul Wurth Umwelttechnik.

The Paul Wurth Group, a steelmaker based in
Luxembourg, chose Germany as the hub for its
“green” technologies subsidiary, which provides
turn-key systems to optimise energy efficiency in
iron and steel mills.

The system, which has been exported to 72
countries, uses aerial emissions in factories to pro-
duce additional energy, said Piechota. A little fur-
ther along the fair’s aisles, Michael Punz was
showcasing the LED lamps of Berlin-based com-
pany i-save, which promise to use “at least 40 per-
cent less” than old fashioned fluorescent tubes
and other light systems.  The eco-friendly lighting
system has been used by customers including
Sharp Corp, Toyota and Qantas Airways, and the
company also provided the lighting in the halls of
the Hanover fair. — AFP

Energy efficiency a trump 
card for German tech exports

DUBAI: EMC Corporation announced results of the sev-
enth EMC Digital Universe study, the only study to quantify
and forecast the amount of data produced annually. This
year’s study titled “The Digital Universe of Opportunities:
Rich Data and the Increasing Value of the Internet of
Things,” with research and analysis by IDC, reveals how the
emergence of wireless technologies, smart products and
software-defined businesses are playing a central role in
catapulting the volume of the world’s data. Due, in part, to
this Internet of Things, the digital universe is doubling in
size every two years and will multiply 10-fold between
2013 and 2020 - from 4.4 trillion gigabytes to 44 trillion
gigabytes. 

For perspective  
• The amount of information in the digital universe

would fill a stack• of iPad Air tablets reaching 2/3 of the
way to the moon (157,674 miles/253,704 kilometers). By
2020, there will be 6.6 stacks. 

• Today, the average household creates enough data to

fill 65 iPhones (32gb) per year. In 2020, this will grow to 318
iPhones. 

• Today, if a byte of data were a gallon of water, in only
10 seconds there would be enough data to fill an average
house. In 2020, it will only take 2 seconds. 

The Internet of Things comprises billions of everyday
objects that are equipped with unique identifiers and the
ability to automatically record, report and receive data - a
sensor in your shoe tracking how fast you run or a bridge
tracking traffic patterns.  According to IDC the number of
devices or things that can be connected to the Internet is
approaching 200 billion today, with 7% (or 14 billion)
already connected to and communicating over the
Internet. The data from these connected devices repre-
sents 2% of the world’s data today. IDC now forecasts that,
by 2020, the number of connected devices will grow to 32
billion - representing 10% of the world’s data.

The Internet of Things will also influence the massive
amounts of “useful data” - data that could be analyzed - in
the digital universe. In 2013, only 22% of the information in

the digital universe was considered useful data, but less
than 5% of the useful data was actually analyzed - leaving a
massive amount of data lost as dark matter in the digital
universe. By 2020, more than 35% of all data could be con-
sidered useful data, thanks to the growth of data from the
Internet of Things, but it will be up to businesses to put this
data to use.

This phenomenon will present radical new ways of
interacting with customers, streamlining business cycles,
and reducing operational costs, stimulating trillions of dol-
lars in opportunity for businesses. Conversely, it presents
significant challenges as businesses look manage, store
and protect the sheer volume and diversity of this data. For
example, IDC estimates that 40% of the data in the digital
universe require some level of protection, from heightened
privacy measures to fully-encrypted data. That said, only
half of that data - just 20% - is actually protected.

Key findings
• Emerging markets are producing more data: Currently,

60% of data in the digital universe is attributed to mature
markets such as Germany, Japan, and the United States,
but by 2020, the percentage will flip, and emerging mar-
kets including Brazil, China, India, Mexico and Russia will
account for the majority of data. 

• Data is outpacing storage: The world’s amount of avail-
able storage capacity (i.e., unused bytes) across all media
types is growing slower than the digital universe. In 2013,
the available storage capacity could hold just 33% of the
digital universe. By 2020, it will be able to store less than
15%. Fortunately, most of the world’s data is transient (e.g.
Netflix or Hulu stream, Xbox ONE game interactions, Digital
TV.) and requires no storage. 

• Data touched by the cloud will double: In 2013, less
than 20% of the data in the digital universe was “touched”
by the cloud. By 2020, that percentage will double to 40%.

• Consumers create data but enterprises are responsible
for it: Two-thirds of the digital universe bits are created or
captured by consumers and workers, yet enterprises have
liability or responsibility for 85% of the digital universe.

Digital universe invaded by sensors 

OBERPFAFFENHOFEN: This picture taken on December 3, 2008 shows the logo of
Germany’s aeronautics and space research centre (DLR) in Oberpfaffenhofen, south-
ern Germany. Germany’s aeronautics and space research centre has for months been
the target of a suspected cyber attack by a foreign intelligence service, a German
news weekly reported yesterday. — AFP

BERLIN: Germany’s aeronautics and space
research centre has for months been the target
of a suspected cyber attack by a foreign intelli-
gence service, a German news weekly reported
yesterday.

Der Spiegel said that several computers used
by scientists and systems administrators at the
Cologne-based DLR centre had been infiltrated
by spy programmes.

“The government classes the attack as
extremely serious because it, among other
things, is aimed at armament and rocket tech-
nolgies,” Spiegel said. In some computers IT
experts found traces of spy programmes that
were set up to destroy themselves on discovery,
while others only activated themselves after
months of lying in wait.

Spiegel said the attacks were “coordinated
and systematic” and all the centre’s operation
systems were affected. IT forensic experts prob-
ing who could be behind the assault have
turned up clues that seem to point to China, but
Spiegel quoted an unidentifed “insider” as saying
they could also simply be “camouflage”.

Government sources said the case was being
investigated but declined to confirm any details.
The German aeronautics and space research
centre is active in the fields of aeronautics, space,
energy, transport and security and is involved in
international cooperative ventures, according to
its website.

Computer outage may force spacewalk
Meanwhile, a computer outage at the

International Space Station may require a space-
walk by astronauts and threatens to delay next
week’s launch of a commercial supply ship for
NASA.

NASA said Friday night that a backup com-
puter on the outside of the orbiting lab is not
responding to commands. The main computer,
called an MDM or multiplexer-demultiplexer, is
working fine, and the six man crew is in no dan-
ger, officials said. But these computers control
some robotic functions that would be needed
for the upcoming supply run by SpaceX, one of
two US companies contracted by NASA to keep
the space station well stocked. A backup com-
puter would need to be operating for redundan-
cy of those robotic systems.

SpaceX is supposed to launch the
unmanned Dragon capsule on Monday from
Cape Canaveral. It contains nearly 5,000 pounds
of supplies and science experiments.

The mission is already a month late because
of extra prep time needed by the California com-
pany and unrelated damage to an Air Force
radar-tracking device needed for rocket launch-
es.Late Friday, Mission Control was trying to
determine whether the computer can be
repaired or must be replaced. A replacement
would have to be accomplished by spacewalk-
ing astronauts.  NASA is still aiming for a Monday
launch by SpaceX. But that could change,
depending on the status of the bad computer.

Astronauts use the space station’s big robot
arm to grab onto the Dragon capsule and attach
it to the outpost. The space station is currently
home to two Americans, one Japanese and
three Russians.

NASA is paying Space Exploration
Technologies Corp. - or SpaceX - and the
Virginia-based Orbital Sciences Corp. to
make space station deliveries. Russia, Japan
and Europe also conduct occasional supply
runs. — Agencies

German space research centre 
under espionage attack: Report

SAN FRANCISCO: The stock market’s laws of gravi-
ty are ravaging its highest fliers. Just look at the list
of technology trailblazers whose values have plum-
meted from record highs during the past few
weeks. Investors have re-focused on safer sectors
such as utilities, health care and consumer staples
instead of companies that promise potential
growth from online services that are building huge
audiences.

Stung by the abrupt change in sentiment, the
stocks of recent stars such as Netflix, Facebook,
Twitter and LinkedIn are 20 percent to 45 percent
below their recent peaks. The steep downfall is rais-
ing questions about whether this is just a fleeting
fit of fickleness or the foreshadowing of another
market bubble about to burst.

Stocks across all sectors dropped Friday. The
tech-driven Nasdaq composite index fell 54.37
points, or 1.3 percent to 3,999.73 to punctuate a
punishing week, and is down 8 percent since early
March, when it hit a 14-year closing high of 4,358.
Last year, the Nasdaq soared 38 percent.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 index fell 17.39
points, or 0.95 percent, to 1,815.69 Friday. The S&P
500 is 4 percent off its recent high on April 2.

Optimists expect a rebound. They point out
that technology remains a bright spot in an other-
wise dreary economy as software, computers,
mobile devices and the Internet fill increasingly
instrumental roles in work, entertainment and
communications.

“Tech is where the action is,” says longtime
industry analyst Roger Kay. Pessimists view the
tech sector as Ground Zero for a long-overdue
reckoning. They say the stock market has been
pumped up by the flood of money that the
Federal Reserve has funneled into the long-term
bond market since the financial meltdown of
2008 decimated the economy. Now that those
government-backed bond purchases are tapering
off, people are starting to realize “the only thing
holding this balloon up is the Fed blowing air in
it,” said Fred Hickey, editor of The High-Tech
Strategist newsletter.

That’s why he believes investors are parachut-
ing from stocks that had soared to dizzying heights
in a short period of time. Internet video subscrip-
tion service Netflix Inc., for instance, nearly quadru-
pled in value last year to top the charts of the bell-
wether Standard & Poor’s 500 index. The company
was worth $27 billion by the time its stock peaked
at $458 early last month. At that price, investors
were paying the equivalent of $117 for every $1 of
Netflix’s projected earnings. Investors were betting
Netflix will become increasingly prosperous as the
number of U.S. subscribers to its $8-per-month
video steaming services swells from 33 million at
the end of last year to management’s long-term
hopes for 90 million.

Even Netflix CEO Reed Hastings cited the
“euphoria” surrounding the stock as he discussed
the company’s quarterly earnings last October. “We
have a sense of momentum, investors driving the
stock price more than we might normally,” Hastings
said in a video presentation. “There’s not a lot we
can do about it.” — AP

Investor sentiment on tech 
goes from giddy to glum
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MIAMI: Diabetics beware. Your insurance com-
pany is looking for you. As hundreds of thou-
sands of diabetics get health coverage under the
federal law, insurance companies are aggressive-
ly targeting this glut of new patients, who are
expensive to treat and often lax in taking med-
ications and following their diet.

Insurers are calling diabetics when they don’t
pick up prescriptions or miss appointments.
They are arranging transportation to get them to
the doctor’s office and some are even sending
nurses on house calls in an effort to avoid costly
complications that will have big impact on their
bottom lines.

Before the Affordable Care Act, some diabet-
ics struggled to find insurance because of their
pre-existing condition. But the new law no
longer allows companies to refuse them or
charge more, making early intervention even
more critical.

About 60 percent or so people with Type 2
diabetes can keep side effects at bay by simply
managing sugar levels, exercising and watching
their weight, said Dr. Sam Nussbaum, a former
endocrinologist at Harvard’s Massachusetts
General Hospital and an executive vice president
for the insurer WellPoint.

On the flip side, if the disease is ignored, it
can lead to multiple, severe complications. It’s
the leading cause of heart disease, strokes, kid-
ney failure and vision loss. A relatively healthy
person with diabetes can cost insurers around
$5,000 a year. “But if you let any of those long-
term, difficult complications develop, then
you’re talking $100,000 dollars plus,” Nussbaum
said.

About 26 million Americans have diabetes,
and two-thirds of them are overweight or obese.
Approximately 8 percent of Americans are esti-
mated to have the disease, and insurers antici-
pate at least that percentage of the 7.5 million

people now insured under the federal law will
have diabetes.

Expensive
Shelley Dayman, who lives in an Orlando sub-

urb, has struggled for years to manage her dis-
ease, in part because loves to bake and eat her
sweet creations. A few years ago, the 62-year-old
woman lost her foot in a car accident. Doctors
reattached it, but she uses a wheelchair and
can’t exercise. She lost her job, her health insur-
ance and started stretching her insulin because
she couldn’t afford it.

Last year, she was rushed to the hospital after
she started talking gibberish while on the phone
with her sister. Dayman’s blood sugar was off
and she spent an expensive two days in the hos-
pital. “My insulin was the last thing I was think-
ing about,” said Dayman, describing the struggle
many diabetics have managing their disease and
life events.

She recently gained insurance under the
Affordable Care Act, finding a Humana plan that
costs less than $2 a month thanks to a $574 tax
credit. While her new insurer hasn’t come calling
yet, she can probably expect it if she gets out of
line. Insurers already have a bevy of programs
tailored to diabetics and they are starting new
ones.

WellPoint started recruiting diabetics last fall,
when the health care law took effect, to a six-
week program. The workshops in Atlanta,
Indianapolis and St. Louis cover everything from
monitoring sugar levels to finding emotional
support. Early results have been positive.

“You’re talking about an improved quality of
life, but a lot less expenses related to chronic
conditions that develop later .... hypertension ,
end stage renal disease, lots of different condi-
tions,” said Kathy English, a former nurse who is
spearheading the program.

Workshops
Sarah Luke, 73, said she struggled to manage

her weight and sugar levels after being diag-
nosed with diabetes six years ago, with each
failed attempt leaving her more discouraged.

The Kennesaw, Ga., woman saw a flier and
decided to give it a try. The workshops focus on
a single goal each week, making it easier by
teaming up with a fellow diabetic known as an
“accountability” partner. By week two, she was
drinking more water and had cut diet-Coke and
artificial sweeteners from her diet. By the end of
the program, Luke had lost 11 pounds and was
exercising four times a week. Her blood pressure
is actually lower now than it was when she was
taking medication.

“I owe a lot to this workshop. It’s changing my
life,” said a teary Luke. “Every single week I felt a
sense of accomplishment that gave me courage
to go to the next level.” Insurers have gotten
savvy figuring out patients who skip appoint-
ments or aren’t taking their medicine, and many
have customized plans for diabetics that offer
everything from pharmacy home delivery servic-
es to home health aides.

In Cigna’s current program, where the majori-
ty of consumers are new to insurance, a nurse
might go to a patient’s house for a head-to-toe
assessment, even checking toenails for infec-
tions. That might seem small, but an infection
can make havoc on blood sugars, said Christine
Crowe, a nurse who oversees the program.

Managing insulin pumps, periodic eye exams
and other care can be overwhelming for
patients. But Cigna’s program boasts a 42 per-
cent lower hospital admission rate and a 24 per-
cent lower short-term complication rate. “We’re
using every opportunity to cast the net wide ...
because we know there may be gaps or lapses,”
said Crowe. —AP

With new federal law, 

insurers target diabetics

Leading cause of heart disease, kidney failure 

MAINE: In this photo made Friday, March 21, 2014, Leah Moffitt connects tubing to a
tap on a maple tree on Passamaquoody land near Jackman, Maine. A tribal move-
ment nationwide hopes to get Indians beyond government contracts and casinos in
self-sustaining operations that can create spinoff jobs.—AP

WASHINGTON: The Obama administra-
tion’s timeline for having ready the new
health care law’s online sign-up system
“was just flat out wrong,” outgoing
Health and Human Services Secretary
Kathleen Sebelius said in an interview
that aired yesterday.

The departing health chief also said
the two months when healthcare.gov
was plagued with technical problems
were “a pretty dismal time” and the low
point of her five-year tenure. But she
defended the law’s impact and said mil-
lions of Americans now have access to
health care because of it.

“People have competitive choices and
real information for the first time ever in
this insurance market,” said Sebelius, who
last week announced her resignation. But
she acknowledged the rocky rollout for
the online sign-up system fraught with
technical problems that left Americans
frustrated.

“Clearly, the estimate that it was ready
to go Oct. 1 was just flat out wrong,”
Sebelius said. HealthCare.gov was envi-
sioned as the principal place for people
to buy insurance under 

Obama’s health care law. But its first
few weeks were an embarrassment for

the administration and its allies. “Well, I
think there’s no question - and I’ve said
this many times - that the launch of the
website was terribly flawed and terribly
difficult,” Sebelius said.

Obama set a Dec. 1 deadline to have
the website repaired, a move that left
Sebelius nervous, she said.”Having failed
once at the front of October, the first of
December became a critical juncture,”
she said. “That was a pretty scary date.”

Sebelius’ resignation comes just a
week after sign-ups for insurance cover-
age ended, enrolling 7.1 million people
and exceeding initial expectations.
Enrollment has since increased to 7.5 mil-
lion as people were given extra time to
complete applications.

The departing secretary said she
decided after the 2012 presidential elec-
tion that she wanted to leave the admin-
istration but decided to stay through the
sign-up period. Sebelius said Obama did
not try to convince her to stay through
the end of his term.

“I thought it was fair to either commit
till January of 2017 or leave with enough
time that he would get a strong, compe-
tent leader,” Sebelius said. Sebelius spoke
to NBC’s “Meet the Press.” — AP

Sebelius: Health care 

launch ‘terribly flawed’

BRUSSELS: European Climate Commissioner
Connie Hedegaard yesterday threw down the
gauntlet to major carbon emitters after a UN
panel pointed to options to brake surging
greenhouse gases in line with global ambitions.

“The report is clear: there really is no plan B
for climate change. There is only plan A: collec-
tive action to reduce emissions now,” Hedegaard
said on her website.

“And since we need first movers to set a plan
into motion, we in Europe will adopt an ambi-
tious 2030 target later this year,” Hedegaard said.

“Now the question is: when will YOU, the big
emitters, do the same? The more you wait, the
more it will cost. The more you wait, the more
difficult it will become.”

The report, issued in Berlin by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC), said the UN goal of limiting global warm-
ing to two degrees Celsius (3.6 degrees
Fahrenheit) over pre-industrial levels was attain-
able. But it would require a major switch in ener-
gy sourcing and consumption.  Negotiations to
forge a global pact on greenhouse gases that
drive warming are due to climax in Paris at the
end of 2015, but have made little progress.  Big
emitters are being cautious about showing their
hands. In its new report, the IPCC said there was
a “likely” chance of meeting the 

2 C target if the world cuts annual green-
house gas emissions 40-70 percent by 2050 from
2010. This would entail a “tripling to nearly a
quadrupling” in the share of energy from renew-
able and nuclear sources and from traditional
fossil or new biofuel sources whose emissions
are captured rather than spewed into the atmos-
phere.

The European Union (EU) accounted for just
over 11 percent of global emissions of green-
house gases in 2010, according to the US think-

tank the World Resources Institute (WRI). The
United States contributed 15.6 percent and
China 23.6 percent. Other big emitters are
Russia, India, Brazil and Indonesia.

Under its current plan, EU emissions will fall
by 2020 compared by 1990 levels and renew-
ables will account for a 20-percent share of the
European energy market.

By the end of 2012, the EU had cut emissions
by 18 percent over the 1990 benchmark, while

renewables had a share of 12.4 percent in 2010,
according to the latest official figures.

In January, the European Commission, the 28-
nation bloc’s executive, proposed a binding
reduction in greenhouse gases of 40 percent by
2030 over 1990 levels.  Renewables should
account for at least 27 percent of the total ener-
gy mix by 2030, the Commission said. This over-
all goal would be binding on the EU but not
national governments.  — AFP

Climate: EU throws down 

gauntlet to big emitters

BERLIN: (L-R)Youba Sakona, Coordinator of the African Climate Policy Centre (ACPC), Cuban cli-
mate expert Ramon Pichs Madruga, Ottmar Edenhofer, Co-Chair of the IPCC Working Group III
and Rajendra Pachauri, Chairman of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
pose with a copy of the IPCC report “Climate Change 2014, Mitigation of Climate Change” dur-
ing a press conference in Berlin yesterday. — AFP

SANAA: Yemen reported its first case of
the deadly MERS coronavirus yesterday in a
further spread of the deadly strain in the
Middle East two years after its outbreak in
neighbouring Saudi Arabia.

“Medical personnel have recorded one
case of the coronavirus in Sanaa and the
victim is a Yemeni man who works as an
aeronautics engineer,” the semi-official al-
Thawra newspaper quoted Public Health
Minister Ahmed al-Ansi as saying.

“The ministry is working in effective
cooperation with the World Health
Organisation to confront this virus and is in
direct and constant communication with
all hospitals to receive information on any
other suspected cases,” Ansi said. MERS,
which emerged in the Middle East in 2012,
is from the same family as the SARS virus
and can cause coughing, fever and pneu-
monia.

Although the worldwide number of
MERS infections is fairly small, the more
than 40 percent death rate among con-
firmed cases and the spread of the virus
beyond the Middle East is keeping scien-
tists and public health officials on alert.

Cases have been reported in Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Kuwait, Jordan, the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), Oman and Tunisia as
well as in several countries in Europe.
Scientists are increasingly focused on a link
between human infections and camels as a
possible “animal reservoir” of the virus.

The UAE news agency WAM said on
Friday an expatriate health worker had
died from the virus and five others had
been infected in the Gulf state. This fol-
lowed Saudi reports last week of two
deaths and nine other cases of infection
in the kingdom, including among hospital
staff.— Reuters

Yemen reports first 

case of deadly MERS

HODENHAGEN: A rhinoceros plays with a football in his enclosure at the Serengeti Park in Hodenhagen, central Germany yesterday. — AFP

Studies: Lab-grown 

nostrils working well
LONDON: Two new studies describe the lat-
est achievements in growing body parts in a
lab and transplanting them into people, this
time with nostrils and vaginas.

Windpipes, bladders, blood vessels and
other structures have previously been created
in part from a patient’s own cells and then
implanted. Eventually, scientists hope to tack-
le more complicated things like lungs and
kidneys with this strategy, which is aimed at
avoiding rejection of transplanted organs.

The latest experiments were published
online Friday in the journal Lancet. “They
both show that by using fairly simple tissue
engineering techniques, you can get real tis-
sue forming where it’s supposed to,” said Dr.
Martin Birchall,  of The Ear Institute at
University College London, who co-authored
an accompanying commentary. He said the
simple methods could be useful for making
other body parts, including joint cartilage,
bowels and the esophagus.

One experiment involved four teenage
girls in Mexico who were born without vagi-
nas because of a rare disorder. Currently, sur-
geons use tissue grafts to create vaginas for
such patients, but that method carries a risk
of complications.

The experimental results were reported by
Dr. Anthony Atala of the Wake Forest
University School of Medicine in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina, with researchers there
and at the Metropolitan Autonomous
University in Mexico City. Atala said the pro-
cedure might also prove useful for replacing
vaginas removed because of cancer, and
repairing or replacing the organ after an
injury.

Tissue sample
For the experiment, researchers took a tis-

sue sample less than half the size of a postage
stamp from the patients’ genitals. They multi-

plied cells from this tissue in the lab, seeded
them onto a biodegradable scaffold and
molded it into the right size and shape for
each patient before implantation.

The first surgery was done in 2005, and
the Lancet report provides a follow-up of the
patients for an average of nearly seven years.
The women report normal levels of sexual
functioning, without any long-term complica-
tions. It is not known whether the women
could get pregnant; only two have wombs,
Atala said.

One of the women, in a video provided by
the Mexican university, said she felt fortunate
“because I have a normal life.” The university
didn’t identify the woman. In the other exper-
iment, Swiss scientists built new outer nostrils
for five patients who had skin cancer on their
noses. When surgeons removed the tumor,
they also took a tiny bit of nose cartilage.
They grew the cells for four weeks in the lab
to make a small flap. That was then implanted
onto their nose and covered with skin from
their foreheads. Normally, cartilage is taken
from the patient’s ear or ribs to recreate the
nostril.

Ivan Martin of University Hospital Basel,
the study’s senior author, said none of the
patients reported any side effects by one year
after surgery, and all were satisfied with their
new nostrils.

“Now that we have demonstrated this is
safe and feasible, we can use (this technique)
for more complicated clinical needs,” he said,
adding that the same approach is being test-
ed in people to supply knee cartilage. He said
scientists were slowly gaining more expertise
in making body parts, but predicted it could
take another couple of decades before the
process becomes mainstream.

“It’s not a trivial thing to engineer a func-
tional tissue,” he said. Malcolm Ritter reported
from New York. — AP
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Write to us

Super hit play

Fankaar Arts super play will be staged after 5
years by public demand ‘Biwi Jawaan Miya
Pareshan’ on April 19, Saturday from 6 -9 pm

at the Indian Embassy.

Urdu workshop 

Hyderabad Muslim Welfare Association
(HMWA) in association with Federation of
Indian Muslim Associations (FIMA) presents

Learn Tajweed - the easy way - workshop in Urdu
on Friday and Saturday, April 18, 19, 2014 at 3:30
pm at Jamiat Al-Islah auditorium - Roudha, Kuwait.
The program will be presented by eminent schol-
ars Dr Abdulazeez Abdulraheem and Qari Imran
Khan. Dr Abdulazeez is the founder of Understand
Quran Academy.  He also performs on Peace TV,
Guides Us TV and Paigham TV etc.  Qari Imran
Khan is a world renounced orator and Peace TV
fame. Study material will be provided at the event
venue. Separate arrangements are made for ladies.
All are welcome to the program. 

Announcements

TEC host Nuzha residents at Khairan Resort

The Touristic Enterprises Company hosted Nuzha residents at the Khairan Resort during the weekend. Nuzha Co-op Society’s management coordinated with management of the Khairan resort to reserve
100 chalets for area residents, their families and guests. The residents also enjoyed an entertaining program organized by the resort’s management and featured  competitions, a boat cruise, and other
activities.

Congratulations for the fantastic career
you choose. Hope you have brilliant
future a successful life. Best wishes

from Sherif Ismail.

Greetings

The British School of Kuwait opened it’s
annual Art, Design and Technology exhi-
bition, Kaleidoscope, for parents and

invited guests.  The VIP opening night of the
exhibition was patronized by, the wife of HE
the Ambassador of Palestine, Madame Reema
AlKhaldi and The Founder of The British School
of Kuwait Mme. Vera AlMutawa . The exhibi-
tion, Kaleidoscope, is a showcase of the

Artistic talents of students at BSK from
Reception to Year 13. The work on display
beautifully illustrates the schemes of work that
students follow. Their developing creativity
and burgeoning talent on show highlights the
inherent value of study in the Creative Arts. 

The exhibition is also an opportunity to
tour the four floors of the BSK Euston Art &
Ceramic Studios and Gallery. The Sixth Form

(Y12 and Y13) students, studying for A-levels
in Fine Art, Graphic Design and Photography
have their own dedicated floor of studios
where they can work on their pieces through-
out the week. This year, the Art team showed
off their new Photography studio where stu-
dents at IGCSE or A-level can work hands-on
with professional studio lighting in the course
of their studies. Secondary Art students at BSK

follow a mixed curriculum of Ceramics and
Fine Art until Year 8, when, in Year 9, they
begin to focus skills in preparation for their
IGCSE studies. At IGCSE and A-level students
can opt to take combinations of Fine Art,
Graphic Design, Photography and Design &
Technology. D&T is taught from Reception
until Year 11. The exhibition is open, weekdays
until the end of April.

Kaleidoscope Art Exhibition opens at BSK

Embassy of Cuba 

The visa to the Republic of Cuba  is only for pur-
poses of tourism (Tourist visa) issued for
Kuwaiti  citizens and foreign residents in

Kuwait.  It is valid for one single entrance into nation-
al territory for a 30-days trip
and can be extend it for an
additional 30 days at the office
in the hotel where you have
accommodations or at the
immigration authority.

Children must have their own Tourist Visa even if
they are travelling under their parents’ passport(s).

To obtain this visa in person at the Consulate,
these documents are needed: Valid passport, return
air ticket, accommodation in Cuba, payment
required, travel insurance, one photo. Fill application
form. The Embassy is located in Rawda, Block 3, Abu
Hayan Al-Tawhedy St., House No. 74, opening hours
from 8:30 am to 2 pm  from Sunday till Thursday.

Embassy of India 

It has come to our notice that a fake website
(www.indiavisa.co.in) was in circulation for
applying the Indian Visa for online visa seekers.

Following points may be noted down:
1. It is compulsory to fill the visa application

online. The proper website
address is www.indianvisaon-
line.gov.in Once the online
application is filled, the print-
out is taken for submitting to
the outsource visa centre at

BLS International Sharq and Fahaheel. In case of
Special and diplomatic passports, the applica-
tion has to be submitted to Embassy of India,
Kuwait. 

2. There is no provision of online payment of visa
fee. So any website asking for visa fee by cred-
it/debit card is fake website. The visa fee is actu-
ally deposited as cash in the outsourcing centre
at BLS International Sharq and Fahaheel with the
copy of online filled application.

3. Any such instances of fake website should be
brought to the immediate notice of the Embassy
of India by email (ssinfo@indembkwt.org) or
mobile to A.K. Srivastava (mob number
97229914). 

SEND US YOUR
INSTAGRAM PICS

What’s more fun than clicking a beauti-
ful picture? Sharing it with others! Let
other people see the way you see

Kuwait - through your lens. Friday Times will
feature snapshots of Kuwait through Instagram
feeds. If you want to share your Instagram pho-
tos, email us at

instagram@kuwaittimes.net
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The French Department of FAIPS organ-
ized an educational trip to Paris for the
French students of Classes VIII, IX and X.

The tour was organized to make students to
have firsthand experience of the French cul-
ture. 63 students along with 6 teachers started
their journey on 19th of March toward this
beautiful city of Paris. The students were so
excited to embark on this trip. They bid adieu
to their parents at Kuwait Airport on 19th

morning. They landed in Paris on the same day
morning. They went to the hotel and freshened
up. They went on a cruise on the river Seine
where they got to see the lovely city in lights as
they enjoyed this one hour ride on the boat.
What a beautiful way to start their trip! 

The following day, they went to the Orsay
museum to see the beautiful impressionistic
paintings of great French painters and after
lunch, had a wonderful time at Versailles

Palace. They spent the whole afternoon admir-
ing and appreciating the architecture of the
palace and its beautiful garden. The students
then visited the Louvre museum where they
enjoyed the nice paintings and sculptures of
great artists. They were so overwhelmed to see
the Mona Lisa and the Last Supper of Da Vinci.
They had one full day for shopping. 

They shopped at Galerie Lafayette and
Printemps etc. They had an opportunity to visit

a cheese factory and got to taste one of the
best French cheeses available in the French
market. The next stop was Disneyland, Paris
where they had a lot of fun. A trip to Paris will
not be complete without a visit to the Eiffel
Tower. It was a lovely experience for each one
of them to get to the top of the tower to have a
panoramic view of the city of Paris. It was a
dream come true for many of them and a won-
derful learning experience. 

Every place that the students visited is
steeped in rich history and each place has its
history. It was exhilarating to feel being a part
of such wonderful history. With a heavy heart,
they left the beautiful city and returned to
Kuwait on 25th of March with fond memories
close to their heart. Thanks to the principal and
the management of FAIPS for giving them a
lifetime experience which they will cherish for-
ever in their lives.

FAIPS students’ Paris trip - A lifetime experience

McDonald’s continues tastes of world promotion

Lu&Lu Hypermarket, the lifestyle
shopping destination of choice
for discerning customers in

Kuwait, is set to launch a distinctive
experience for food lovers in the
country, with their ‘Taste of the World’
promotion from 23 April till 3 May. 

The 11-day festival of good food,
which will be inaugurated by
renowned Indian Master Chef
Ripudaman Handa, on 23 April at the
Hypermarket’s Al-Rai outlet, will fea-
ture cuisines and ingredients from
around the world. 

Ripudaman Handa’s passion and
love for cooking helped him win the
‘Master Chef’ title in the third season
of ‘Master Chef - Kitchen Ke Superstar’
on Star plus channel. He was the
youngest contestant on the show and
won Rs 10 million prize, along with a

chance to publish his own cookery
book; a desire he had been harboring
for long.

The promotion period will witness
several competitions that will be held
on different days at all outlets of
Lu&Lu Hypermarket, including junior
and senior chef contest, wow the
Master Chef contest, chit-chat with
Master Chef and a taste-and-win con-
test. In addition to a live-cooking
demo that will be held every day at all
three branches, the Al-Rai outlet will
witness a special cookery competition
that will start on 19 April.

During the Taste of the World festi-
val, celebrity chefs in other cuisines,
such as Arabic, Chinese, Continental,
Filipino, Japanese, Indian, Italian and
Thai, will demonstrate their cooking
dexterity and the scrumptious magic

they can conjure up using ingredients
that range from the ordinary to the
exotic.

The Taste of the World promotion
period will also witness the creation,
in association with Pizza Inn, of
‘Longest Pizza in Kuwait’ at 101
meters, as well as the making of a
record, 20 meter long pasta. Shoppers
will also have the opportunity to meet
with Master Chef Handa and to have
autographs signed by the chef. 

Taste of the World promotion is
part of Lu&Lu Hypermarket’s initiative
to continuously bring the best of the
world to their customers. In addition,
the Hypermarket provides customers
with the largest selection of high-
quality products at very affordable
prices, while displaying a wide range
of international and regional brands. 

Taste of the world at Lu&Lu Hypermarket

Kuwait National English School
in Hawally is a member of the
UNESCO Associated Schools

and is fully accredited by the Council
of International Schools (CIS), the New
England Association of Schools &
Colleges (NEASC), The British Schools
in the Middle East (BSME) and with
the British Schools Overseas (BSO)
which we are expecting the successful
report as mention by the inspection
team. One of our aims is to give the
opportunity to the most able and
dedicated students regardless of their
financial means.  In this connection,
every year Kuwait National English
School offers the Omar Al Gharabally
Scholarship to the best and brightest
students. The Scholarship is in the
memory of Omar Al Gharabally, the

son of Madame Chantal Al Gharabally,
the School Director, who was killed by
a criminal driver a few years ago. As
Omar would have said: “to be educat-
ed doesn’t mean only knowledge but
to be able to demonstrate the intelli-
gence of the mind and also the intelli-
gence of the heart”.

All of the previous holders of this
scholarship are now studying in
Universities around the world and
many have successfully joined the
work force. 

This year’s Scholarship took place
on Saturday 15th of March, 2014.
Applicants from schools across Kuwait
sat the examination in a variety of
subjects in the hope of gaining a
place. The Omar Al Gharabally
Scholarship is awarded every year to

students of exceptionally high aca-
demic ability. 

The Holders for the Prestigious
Omar Al Gharabally Scholarship for
the Academic Year 2014 - 2015 are:
Mariam ElSafty, HalvorTonsberg,
Yousef  WaleedGalaf, Pamela Nassar,
AbdelrahmanEl Safty, MalakChamkha,
Yousef M. Mekawy, Omar M. O.
Burghul, Raghda Ashraf Zaher, Adam
Tonsberg, LouzanAl Laham, QassimAli,
KenanAl Alaham, Zeinab A. Chamkha
and Farah AbuShanab.

We would like to thank all appli-
cants for participating and we look
forward to the successful candidates
making a positive contribution to
the future of Kuwait National
English School and reaching their
full potential.

KNES awards Omar Al Gharabally

scholarship to students

McDonald’s tour around the world-
continues today with the launch of
the second sandwich in its Tastes

of the World promotion - The French, back
due to popular demand. Featuring a 100%
pure Halal beef patty dipped in black pepper
sauce, garnished with slivered onions, and
Emmental cheese, on a sourdough bun. The
French will be available in all McDonald’s
restaurants across Kuwait until April 25 2014.

Sherif Coutry, Marketing Director at
McDonald’s Kuwait said:”While McDonald’s
core menu items, like our Big Mac and
McChicken sell exceptionally well,
McDonald’s devotes a significant amount of

time and effort to product development and
innovation. We are dedicated to giving our
customers complete satisfaction with the
taste that they love, which is why we’ve lis-
tened to their requests and brought The
French back for them. The French is also per-
fectly in line with the FIFA World Cup(tm)
theme of this year’s range of sandwiches,
inspired by famous football destinations
around the world. 

“We recently launched The Brazilian
which was a huge success, and we are
expecting similar results from The French - a
returning favourite from last year’s Tastes of
the World promotion.”

On the sweeter side of the menu, the lim-
ited time Red Berry Sundae is also available-
for those who want to end their meal with a
cool treat. 

McDonald’s is committed to serving the
very best, and never compromises on food
quality. All products served at all McDonald’s
restaurants in the Middle East are Halal,
inspected and approved by local authorities
and Halal officers at the countries of export,
and customs officials at the port of entry. All
meat used in McDonald’s restaurants can be
traced back to a trusted supplier that shares
its dedication to the highest quality stan-
dards.
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PARENTAL GUIDANCE ON OSN MOVIES PREMIERE

VANISHING ON 7TH STREET ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:10 Absolutely Fabulous
00:35 Doctor Who
01:20 Upstairs Downstairs
02:15 Silk
03:10 Waking The Dead
04:00 Me & Mrs Jones
04:30 Absolutely Fabulous
05:00 Tweenies
05:20 Teletubbies
05:45 Bobinogs
05:55 Show Me Show Me
06:15 Tweenies
06:35 Teletubbies
07:00 Bobinogs
07:10 Show Me Show Me
07:30 Me & Mrs Jones
08:00 Saxondale
08:30 Friday Night Dinner
09:00 Walk On The Wild Side
09:30 Doctors
10:00 Casualty
10:50 Incredible Journeys With
Steve Leonard
11:40 Me & Mrs Jones
12:10 Saxondale
12:45 Friday Night Dinner
13:10 Walk On The Wild Side
13:40 Doctors
14:10 Casualty
15:00 Incredible Journeys With
Steve Leonard
15:50 Saxondale
16:20 New Tricks
17:10 Eastenders
17:40 Doctors
18:10 The Weakest Link
19:00 Only Fools And Horses
19:30 Rev.
20:00 Waking The Dead
20:50 Spooks
21:40 Me & Mrs Jones
22:10 Upstairs Downstairs
23:05 The Weakest Link
23:50 Eastenders 01:00 Bobby Fischer Against The

World-PG15
03:00 Pitch Perfect-PG15
05:00 Mud-PG15
07:15 All In Good Time-PG15
09:00 Steel Magnolias-PG15
11:00 Cirque Du Soleil :  Worlds
Away-PG
13:00 Ice Age: Continental Drift-PG
15:00 The Iron Lady-PG15
17:00 Steel Magnolias-PG15
19:00 Clear History-PG15
21:00 Limitless-PG15
23:00 This Is 40-18

00:00 Bad Karma-18
01:30 Kandahar Break: Fortress Of
War-PG15
03:30 Memoirs Of A Geisha-18
06:00 Fat Man And Little Boy-PG15
08:15 Wild Card-PG15
09:45 Planet Ocean-PG15
11:30 The Intouchables-PG15
13:30 Prosecuting Casey Anthony
15:15 Katy Perry The Movie: Part Of 
17:00 The Intouchables-PG15
19:00 Wind Chill-PG15
20:45 A Dangerous Woman-18
22:30 American Gangster-18

00:45 Knuckle-PG15
02:30 Three Investigators And The
Secret Of Terror...-PG
04:15 3 Times A Charm-PG15
06:00 Super Buddies-FAM
08:00 The Call-PG15
10:00 The Arrangement-PG15
12:00 Parental Guidance-PG
14:00 Meteor Storm-PG15
16:00 The Call-PG15
18:00 Madea’s Witness Protection-
PG15
20:00 2 Days In New York-18
22:00 Insidious-PG15

00:00 BBC World
01:00 BBC World

00:00 Party On
00:30 The Spin Crowd
00:55 The Spin Crowd
01:25 Style Star
01:50 Style Star
02:20 E!ES
03:15 Extreme Close-Up
03:40 Extreme Close-Up
04:10 E! Entertainment Special
05:05 E!ES
06:00 THS
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Opening Act
10:15 Married To Jonas
10:40 Chasing The Saturdays
11:10 Giuliana & Bill
12:05 E! News
13:05 Extreme Close-Up
13:35 The E! True Hollywood Story
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 The Drama Queen
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
21:30 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 Hello Ross
22:30 Party On
23:00 E!ES

00:00 Beverly Hills Cop 2-18
02:00 15 Minutes-PG15
04:00 Vanishing On 7th Street-
PG15
06:00 Swamp Shark-PG15
08:00 Iron Sky-PG15
10:00 Virtuosity-PG15
12:00 Rewind-PG15
14:00 Iron Sky-PG15
16:00 Broken Path-PG15
18:00 Rewind-PG15
20:00 Graystone-PG15
22:00 The Thing-18

01:00 C.S.I. New York
02:00 Good Morning America
04:00 Rescue Me
06:00 Good Morning America
14:00 Live Good Morning America
19:00 24
20:00 Covert Affairs
21:00 The Glades
22:00 Rescue Me
23:00 Hannibal

Lewis: Women 
are  funny, but 

not when crude

Jerry Lewis says women are funny, but not as
crude standup comics. The 88-year-old enter-
tainer was criticized for expressing his distaste

for female comedians a few years ago, but in clarify-
ing his comments, he called Lucille Ball “brilliant”
and said Carol Burnett is “the greatest female entre-
preneur of comedy.” Ball “went to the lowest level of
the barrel, and she was brilliant because of it,” Lewis
said Saturday after leaving his hand and footprints
in cement outside Hollywood’s Chinese Theatre.

“Seeing a woman project the kind of aggression
that you have to project as a comic just rubs me
wrong. And they’re funny - I mean you got some
very, very funny people that do beautiful work - but
I have a problem with the lady up there that’s going
to give birth to a child - which is a miracle,” Lewis
said. “But when you have women like Carol Burnett,
that’s the greatest female entrepreneur of comedy.
I just saw Carol at the Smith Center at home in
Vegas, and I was stunned by how brilliant she is and
how brilliantly she brings the audience right up to
her.” Lewis was accompanied by his wife and
daughter at the cement ceremony, during which he

asked his daughter to take a bow. “This is an incred-
ible time for me,” he said. “I have never, ever had an
experience like this and had my daughter present.
And this is the first time I’ve ever asked her to join
me.” Danielle Sara Lewis is Jerry Lewis’ only daugh-
ter and the youngest of his seven children. Director
Quentin Tarantino introduced Lewis Saturday.
Comedians Richard Belzer and Dane  Cook were
among the guests. Lewis planned to attend a 50th
anniversary screening of his film “ The  Nutty
Professor” later that evening as part of the TCM
Classic Film Festival. — AP

00:30 Born To Kill
01:30 Born To Kill
02:30 The Terminator: Anatoly
Onoprienko
03:30 When Life Means Life
04:30 Serial Killer Profile
05:30 Born To Kill
06:30 Curious & Unusual Deaths
07:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
07:30 Snapped: Women Who Kill
08:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
08:30 Snapped: Women Who Kill
09:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
09:30 Snapped: Women Who Kill
10:00 When Life Means Life
11:00 Beyond Scared Straight
12:00 Born To Kill
13:00 Fatal Vows
14:00 When Life Means Life
15:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
16:00 Curious & Unusual Deaths
16:30 Private Crimes
17:00 Homicide Hunter
18:00 The First 48
19:00 The Devil You Know
20:00 Beyond Scared Straight
21:00 Private Crimes
21:30 Born To Kill
22:30 Killers: Behind The Myth
23:30 Charles Sobraj: The Serpent

00:05 Gold Divers
00:55 Classic Car Rescue
06:00 Head Games
07:00 You Have Been Warned
07:50 Robson’s New Extreme
Fishing Challenge
08:40 Fast N’ Loud
09:30 Border Security - Series 6
Specials
09:55 Storage Hunters
10:20 Auction Hunters
10:45 How Do They Do It? Turbo
Specials
11:35 Fast N’ Loud
12:25 Classic Car Rescue
13:15 Overhaulin’ 2012
14:05 Border Security - Series 6
Specials
14:30 Storage Hunters
14:55 Auction Hunters
15:20 Flying Wild Alaska
16:10 Fast N’ Loud
17:00 Ultimate Survival
17:50 Wheeler Dealers
18:40 You Have Been Warned
19:30 Surviving The Cut
20:20 How Stuff Works
20:45 How Stuff’s Made
21:10 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
21:35 Auction Hunters
22:00 Gold Rush
22:50 Klondike
23:40 Gold Divers

00:30 Deadly Sins
01:20 Desperate Measures
02:10 Swamp Murders
03:00 Double Cross
03:45 Fatal Encounters
04:30 Deadly Sins
05:20 I Was Murdered
05:45 I Was Murdered
06:10 I Was Murdered
06:35 I Was Murdered
07:00 Murder Shift
07:50 Extreme Forensics
08:40 I Was Murdered
09:05 Stalked: Someone’s Watching
09:30 Dr G: Medical Examiner
10:20 On The Case With Paula Zahn
11:10 Disappeared
12:00 Murder Shift
12:50 I Was Murdered
13:15 Stalked: Someone’s Watching
13:40 Extreme Forensics
14:30 Disappeared
15:20 Dr G: Medical Examiner
16:10 On The Case With Paula Zahn
17:00 Murder Shift
17:50 Extreme Forensics
18:40 I Was Murdered
19:05 Stalked: Someone’s Watching
19:30 Dr G: Medical Examiner
20:20 Disappeared
21:10 On The Case With Paula Zahn
22:00 Disappeared
22:50 Fatal Encounters
23:40 Deadly Women

00:00 Mystery Files
00:30 Mystery Files
01:00 Predator CSI
02:00 One Ocean
03:00 Adventure Wanted
04:00 World’s Toughest Fixes
05:00 The Known Universe
06:00 Alaska Wing Men
07:00 Shark Men
08:00 Mystery Files
08:30 Mystery Files
09:00 Predator CSI
10:00 One Ocean
11:00 Alaska Wing Men
12:00 World’s Toughest Fixes
13:00 The Known Universe
14:00 Alaska Wing Men
15:00 Brave New World 
16:00 Mystery Files
16:30 Mystery Files
17:00 In The Womb
19:00 Helicopter Wars
20:00 Big, Bigger, Biggest
21:00 Animal Intervention
22:00 Helicopter Wars
23:00 My Dog Ate What?

00:20 Predators In Peril
01:10 Monster Fish
02:00 Built For The Kill
02:50 Bizarre Dinos
03:45 Man Hunt
04:40 Built For The Kill
05:35 Built For The Kill
06:30 Bizarre Dinos
07:25 Man Hunt
08:20 Dangerous Encounters
09:15 Kenny And Zoltan’s Venom
Quest
10:10 World’s Deadliest Animal
Apocalypse
11:05 Wild Case Files
12:00 Shark Men
12:55 World’s Deadliest Killers
13:50 Dino Autopsy
14:45 Man Hunt
15:40 Africa’s Blood River
16:35 Shear Madness
17:30 Freaks & Creeps
18:25 Wild Case Files
19:20 World’s Deadliest Killers
20:10 Dino Autopsy
21:00 Man Hunt
21:50 Africa’s Blood River
22:40 Shear Madness
23:30 Freaks & Creeps

00:00 Parks And Recreation
00:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
01:00 The Colbert Report
01:30 Saturday Night Live
02:30 Hello Ladies
03:00 Dads
03:30 The Neighbors
04:00 All Of Us
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 My Boys
06:00 The War At Home
06:30 My Name Is Earl
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 All Of Us
08:30 My Boys
09:00 Dads
09:30 2 Broke Girls
10:00 Two And A Half Men
10:30 My Name Is Earl
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 The War At Home
12:30 All Of Us
13:00 My Boys

13:30 My Name Is Earl
14:00 The Neighbors
14:30 2 Broke Girls
15:00 Two And A Half Men
15:30 The Daily Show With Jon
Stewart
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 The War At Home
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
19:00 2 Broke Girls
19:30 Trophy Wife
20:00 The Goldbergs
20:30 Parks And Recreation
21:00 The Daily Show Global
Edition
21:30 The Colbert Report Global
Edition
22:00 Girls
22:30 Getting On
23:00 Ja’mie: Private School Girl
23:30 The Goldbergs

00:45 Great White Invasion
01:35 Animal Cops South Africa
02:25 Great White Invasion
03:15 Cheetah: Race To Rule
04:05 Shamwari: A Wild Life
04:55 Animal Cops South Africa
05:45 Untamed China With Nigel
Marven
06:35 Wildlife SOS
07:00 Escape To Chimp Eden
07:25 Bad Dog
08:15 Living With Wolves
09:10 Too Cute!
10:05 Animal Kingdom
10:35 Animal Kingdom
11:00 Animal Precinct
11:55 Escape To Chimp Eden
12:20 Steve Irwin’s Wildlife Warriors
12:50 Animal Maternity Ward
13:45 Biggest And Baddest
14:40 Animal Kingdom
15:05 Animal Kingdom
15:30 My Cat From Hell
16:30 Mekong: Soul Of A River
17:25 Nature’s Newborns
17:50 Nature’s Newborns
18:20 Panda Adventures With Nigel
Marven
19:15 Too Cute!
20:10 My Pet’s Gone Viral
20:40 My Pet’s Gone Viral
21:05 Safari Vet School
21:35 Safari Vet School
22:00 Too Cute!
22:55 My Pet’s Gone Viral
23:25 My Pet’s Gone Viral
23:50 Animal Cops Philadelphia

00:00 Psych
01:00 Top Gear (US)
02:00 Supernatural
03:00 True Blood
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
19:00 Drop Dead Diva
20:00 Revenge
21:00 The Blacklist
22:00 Game Of Thrones
23:00 True Blood

02:00 Trans World Sport
03:00 Premier League Darts
06:30 ICC Cricket 360
07:00 NRL Premiership
09:00 NRL Premiership
11:00 ICC Cricket 360
11:30 TOP 14
12:00 Live NRL Premiership
14:00 Trans World Sport
15:00 Super Rugby
17:00 Top 14 Highlights
17:30 This is PGA Tour
18:00 Golfing World
19:00 The Masters Highlights 
20:00 PGA European Tour
Highlights
21:00 NRL Premiership
23:00 Indy Car Serier

00:20 Sci-Trek
01:10 You Have Been Warned
02:00 Penn & Teller Tell A Lie
02:45 Mega World
03:35 Mighty Ships
04:30 Mighty Ships
05:20 Mighty Ships
06:10 Mighty Ships
07:00 Storm Chasers
07:55 Freaks Of Nature
08:20 Freaks Of Nature
08:45 Sci-Trek
09:40 Strangest Weather On Earth
10:05 Strangest Weather On Earth
10:30 Mighty Ships
11:20 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman
12:10 Scrapheap Challenge

13:00 How Do They Do It?
13:30 Sci-Trek
14:20 Mythbusters
15:10 Scrapheap Challenge
16:00 Mighty Ships
16:50 Strangest Weather On Earth
17:15 Strangest Weather On Earth
17:40 Penn & Teller Tell A Lie
18:30 You Have Been Warned
19:20 The Gadget Show
19:45 How Do They Do It?
20:10 Mythbusters
21:00 Mega Builders
21:50 Kings Of Construction
22:40 Sci-Trek
23:30 Through The Wormhole With
Morgan Freeman

00:15 Timer-PG15
02:00 Office Space-PG15
04:00 Bernie-PG15
06:00 Paranorman-PG
08:00 My Dog’s Christmas Miracle-
PG15
10:00 Surf’s Up-PG
12:00 Bernie-PG15
14:00 Tin Men-PG15
16:00 Surf’s Up-PG
18:00 Coneheads-PG
20:00 Knocked Up-18
22:15 Flypaper-PG15

01:15 Red Lights-PG15
03:15 Hold Fast-PG15
05:00 Class-PG15

07:00 Courage-PG15
09:00 Red Lights-PG15
11:00 Oh Christmas Tree-PG
13:00 Arctic Blast-PG15
15:00 Good Day For It-PG15
17:00 Dark Horse-PG15
19:00 Down The Shore-PG15
21:00 Faces In The Crowd-PG15
23:00 Passion-18

02:00 Sevens World Series
Highlights
02:30 NRL Premiership 
04:00 NRL Premiership 
06:30 Sevens World Series
Highlights

Actor and comedian Jerry Lewis is honored with
a hand and footprint ceremony at TCL Chinese
Theatre on Saturday, April 12, 2014 in Los
Angeles. — AP

Journey’s Pineda plans
to launch own music

American rock band Journey’s lead vocalist Arnel Pineda
said he’s been putting together an album of his own
compositions in his own voice which he plans to release

this year. But he quashed rumors that he is gearing to leave
Journey. The Filipino singer said he will stay as long as the
band needs him.

Pineda also dismissed talk of the band’s possible reunion
with former lead singer Steve Perry. The singer spoke in an
interview Tuesday during the launch of his version of the song
“Charity” in the animated children’s music video Cha-Ching on
Cartoon Network. The song about donating money or time to
those in need can be purchased in iTunes Store to benefit
Typhoon Haiyan victims in the Philippines. The singer, 46, has
been involved in charity projects in the Philippines. Having
risen from poverty, he said it was his obligation to help those
who struggle with difficulties he experienced.

Pineda was once a homeless teenager in Manila who at 15
started singing professionally with small bands. He found suc-
cess after Journey guitarist Neal Schon discovered him in 2007
on YouTube singing hits of Perry and sounding strikingly like
him. “Even though I am still with (Journey) and we are touring,
I am also working on my original materials and I am also
recording them,” Pineda said, adding he aims to launch the
album this year.

This year, Journey is touring the United States and Canada,
and next year will tour South America. On rumors of a Journey
reunion with Perry, he said he has not heard any talk of that. If
that happens, he said “I’d be more than happy to give way,”
saying it would allow him more time with his family. But
Pineda said: “As long as they need me I will be there, I’m never
gonna quit on them.”— Reuters

Hilary Swank’s ALS 
drama ‘You’re Not You’ 
acquired by eOne films

Entertainment One Films US has acquired North
American distribution rights to director George C
Wolfe’s drama “You’re Not You,” which stars two-time

Oscar winner Hilary Swank, Golden Globe nominee Emmy
Rossum and Josh Duhamel. The film is slated for theatrical
release later this year and is produced by DPP in association
with Di Novi Pictures (Alison Greenspan) and 2S Films (Molly
Smith and Swank). Jordan Roberts and Shana Feste wrote the
script, which is based on the novel of the same name by
Michelle Wildgen.

“You’re Not You” centers on the relationship between
Kate (Swank), a woman who has been immobilized by ALS
(aka Lou Gehrig’s disease) and Bec (Rossum), the aimless
and self-absorbed college student she hires to be her care-
giver in spite of her husband’s (Duhamel) objections. What
was supposed to be a part-time job instead becomes a life-
changing experience for Bec as her relationship with Kate
transforms her into a young woman with newly-found con-
fidence and ambition. The film co-stars Loretta Devine,
Ernie Hudson, Frances Fisher, Marcia Gay Harden, Ali Larter,
Jason Ritter, Julian McMahon and Andrea Savage. Myriad
Pictures is handling international sales and introduced the
film to buyers at EFM in Berlin. The deal was negotiated by
CAA and Sejin Croninger, VP of worldwide acquisitions for
One Films US. —Reuters



KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 
(10/04/2014 TO 16/04/2014)

SHARQIA-1
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 1:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 4:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 6:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 8:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 1:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA
: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 4:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 7:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3 Seats-225
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 1:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 3:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 5:45 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 7:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 9:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
TOKAREV (DIG) 1:45 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:45 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:00 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 8:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:15 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 12:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 2:30 PM
LEGEND (DIG) (Telugu) 4:45 PM
THU+FRI+SAT
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 5:00 PM
NO THU+FRI+SAT
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:45 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 10:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 1:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 4:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 7:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 9:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:30 AM

FANAR-1
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 2:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 4:00 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 6:15 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 8:15 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 10:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:15 AM

FANAR-2
TOKAREV (DIG) 1:30 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 3:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 8:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 12:30 PM

SABOTAGE (DIG) 2:30 PM
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 4:30 PM
THE RAILWAY MAN (DIG) 6:30 PM
THE RAILWAY MAN (DIG) 8:45 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 11:00 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 1:00 AM

FANAR-4
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 1:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 4:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 7:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 12:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 3:00 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 5:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 9:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-1
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 3:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 5:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 10:00 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 12:15 AM

MARINA-2
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 1:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 3:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 6:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 9:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 1:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 4:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 6:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 8:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 12:30 AM

AVENUES-1
DIVERGENT (DIG) 1:15 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 4:00 PM
LEGEND (DIG) (Telugu) 7:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:45 AM

AVENUES-2
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 1:00 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 3:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 5:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 8:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 11:00 PM

AVENUES-3
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 1:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 4:30 PM

NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 7:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 10:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:45 AM

360º- 1
TOKAREV (DIG) 1:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 3:45 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 5:45 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 8:15 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:45 AM

360º- 2
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 2:00 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 4:15 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 6:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 8:45 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 11:00 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 1:15 AM

360º- 3
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 2:30 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 4:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 7:00 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 9:15 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 1:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 4:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 7:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.2
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 2:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 4:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 8:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AL-KOUT.3
SABOTAGE (DIG) 1:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 5:15 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 7:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 9:45 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AL-KOUT.4
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 12:30 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 2:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 5:00 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 9:30 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 11:45 PM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

BAIRAQ-1
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 1:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 4:00 PM

Kuwait

Classifieds
MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2014

Prayer timings

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Monday 14/4/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:25
JZR 539 Cairo 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
MSC 403 Asyut 01:30
THY 764 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
GFA 211 Bahrain 01:55
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 02:30
JAI 576 Kochi/Abu Dhabi 02:35
FDB 067 Dubai 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
THY 770 Istanbul 04:35
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
FDB 069 Dubai 05:50
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 Heathrow, London 06:35
JZR 503 Luxor 07:40
FDB 053 Dubai 07:45
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
IRA 667 Esfahan 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:45
ABY 125 Sharjah 08:50
KAC 284 Dhaka 08:55
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:30
KAC 344 Chennai 09:35
FDB 055 Dubai 09:35
KAC 352 Kochi 09:55
QTR 1070 Doha 10:00
SYR 341 Damascus 10:05
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRC 6521 Lamerd 10:50
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
JZR 561 Sohag 12:00
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
KAC 672 Dubai 13:40
KAC 538 Sohag 13:40
QTR 1078 Doha 13:45

FDB 057 Dubai 13:55
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:40
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KAC 562 Amman 15:30
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
OMA 645 Muscat 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
KNE 460 Riyadh 15:55
FDB 051 Dubai 15:55
KAC 118 New York 16:00
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:45
UAE 857 Dubai 16:55
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
KAC 542 Cairo 18:15
QTR 1080 Doha 18:25
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:30
KAC 104 London 18:45
FDB 063 Dubai 18:45
ABY 129 Sharjah 19:00
KAC 618 Doha 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:15
KAC 674 Dubai 19:25
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
OMA 647 Muscat 19:55
FDB 061 Dubai 20:05
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:15
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
AXB 489 Kochi/Mangalore 20:35
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
JZR 135 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 480 Taif 22:00
FDB 059 Dubai 22:00
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
TAR 327 Tunis 22:55
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
BBC 043 Dhaka 23:10
PIA 205 Lahore/Peshawar 23:15
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:20
KLM 411 Amsterdam/Dammam 23:40
THY 772 Istanbul 23:45

Departure Flights on Monday 14/4/2014
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 982 Ahmedabad/Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:20
UAL 981 IAD 00:25
BBC 044 Chittagong/Dhaka 00:35
PIA 206 Peshawar/Lahore 01:00
JZR 502 Luxor 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:20
MSC 404 Asyut 02:30
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
FDB 068 Dubai 03:45
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:20
QTR 1077 Doha 04:25
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
JZR 560 Sohag 05:35
THY 765 Istanbul 06:00
JAI 575 Abu Dhabi/Kochi 06:30
FDB 070 Dubai 06:30
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
GFA 212 Bahrain 07:00
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 537 Sohag 08:00
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:25
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
IRA 666 Esfahan 09:20
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:30
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:35
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:15
FDB 056 Dubai 10:15
KAC 561 Amman 10:15
QTR 1071 Doha 11:00
SYR 342 Damascus 11:05
KAC 541 Cairo 11:30
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
IRC 6522 Lamerd 11:40
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:45
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
KAC 103 London 12:30
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00

THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
FDB 058 Dubai 14:35
QTR 1079 Doha 14:55
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:30
KNE 473 Jeddah 15:35
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:50
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
FDB 052 Dubai 16:35
KNE 481 Taif 16:40
OMA 646 Muscat 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
QTR 1073 Doha 17:20
JZR 538 Cairo 17:40
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 17:45
UAE 858 Dubai 18:15
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
JZR 134 Bahrain 18:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:25
FDB 064 Dubai 19:25
ABY 120 Sharjah 19:40
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:30
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:50
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:50
OMA 648 Muscat 20:55
KAC 351 Kochi 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:30
AXB 490 Mangalore/Kochi 21:35
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
FDB 060 Dubai 22:40
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KNE 461 Riyadh 22:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:35
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:40
TAR 327 Dubai/Tunis 23:45

Fajr: 04:01
Shorook 05:24
Duhr: 11:48
Asr: 15:23
Maghrib: 18:14 
Isha: 19:34

CHANGE OF NAME

FOR SALE

SITUATION VACANT

SITUATION WANTED

I, Yeenapati Subramanyam
(old name) Passport No.
G6678230, S/O E. Guravaiah
R/O D.No. 13/316, Gandhi
Nagar, Chennur (Mandal),
YSR Kadpa district, changed
my name as Enapati
Subramanyam (new name)
10-4-2013

I, Mohammed Abbasali
Saifuddin, holder of Indian
Passport No. J3969815
hereby change my name to

Lady Indian
Physiotherapist, having

Doctor leaving Kuwait,
excellent condition 32”
Sony LED, 42” Plasma TV
and two sofas. Contact:
99598324. (C 4700)

2012 Chevrolet Traverse LT,
white color, remote control
engine start, CD, rims, back
camera, sensors, steering
wheel controls, mileage
45,000 km, price KD 6150.
Contact: 99821134 
(C 4698)

2013 Toyota Innova, white
exterior, sensors, USB port,
steering wheel controls,
rims, mileage 32,000 km,
Price KD 5450. Contact:
99821134. (C 4699)
14-4-2014

Half lorry 2012, Hino
Japan, white color 5 meter
length. KD 6,000. Phone:
66052331. (C 4695)

Bus Coaster 2012 model,
long chassis, 93,000 km,
white color, good condi-
tion. Phone: 50111978. 
(C 4696)

Printing press needs ñ di -
cutting operator + cutter

operator + lamination oper-
ator. Call: 99560035.
14-3-2014

A Pilipino lady is needed to
work for two days a week in
an apartment located in
Salmiya. Salary/month is KD
60. Tel: 66417504. (C 4697)
13-4-2014

Mohammed Saifuddin
Merchant. C-204, Ashwini
Palace, near Kedari petrol
pump, Wanowarie, Pune,
India, Pin code: 411040.
(C 4691)
9-4-2014

transferable visa with BPT
and MSc (UK) need job in
homecare, or clinic or com-
pany. Please call 96932675.
10-4-2013

Senior accountant with five
years of work experience in
Kuwait seeking suitable
position in reputed compa-
ny. Contact: 97528519.
(C 4690)
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You guide others in gentle ways and you leave positive impressions every
place you go. You also never seem to be too busy to shake hands and ask

people how they are. You may find yourself doing spiritual or intuitive things today. A time
at the library this afternoon may help you understand more about your intuitive insights.
Learn to fine-tune these insights; this will help you and others. While you are at the library,
look up books that might help you connect with a spirit-animal guide, which does not
mean a dead animal that comes back to haunt you but a spirit-animal guide with which
you can relate in energy. Ask yourself which animal might represent your life style and
power-smile. Happy birthday!

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You have been thinking serious thoughts this morning and soon it will be
time to see those thoughts turned into a reality. A neighborhood beautification project is
in the works. You create incentives so others will become involved; planting of flowers
along an entranceway or perhaps a protective cover near a bus stop could be the appeal
for now. Whatever the case, you may be involved in interesting others in this quest for
beauty. Some resentment between family members comes to your attention this after-
noon. With your ability to understand people, you may be able to put an end to a cold
emotional atmosphere. There is a real opportunity now to complete and work out difficul-
ties and projects that require discipline.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You will easily adapt to any environment or social group today. You are nat-
urally attracted to agreeable people who can satisfy your craving for contin-

uous mental stimulation. You will need to choose your activities so that you are not scat-
tering your energies in too many different directions. You could spread yourself too thin
and find yourself spent of energy by this evening. You may find yourself feeling blocked
and unable to express yourself, particularly in a group situation. Listening and learning
instead of teaching and action may be the mode of this day-going with the flow, so to
speak. Dreams and illusions, forgiveness and understanding human frailties-these things
arouse deep feelings. This is a good day.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You love to move about and exercise your mental abilities as well as your
physical abilities. You rarely study one subject intensely, but have a vast array of knowl-
edge at your ready and can communicate to many different levels of intellect. You could
find yourself in many different activities this afternoon, particularly with young people.
There is a strong tie to relatives just now. This may be a good day for a picnic in the park or
in making future plans to play together other than weddings, baby showers or funerals.
This is a vital day with much energy and lots of action. You may feel focused and even a bit
radiant. You could find you are quite popular and able to really converse and get your

message across to others.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You tend to enjoy making a difference for people with a common cause or
a universal ideal instead of seeking power. However, today you may find others could give
you much encouragement along the lines of obtaining a power position, perhaps in your
community. If you desire this, support is available. You may perceive how to proceed with
your plans regarding your current life situation. This positive result is in part because of
your responsibilities and additional life experiences that come with having such a wide
scope of friends. This afternoon you may find yourself helping one of your friends move, or
paint. Your unique and unusual qualities stand out and you are able to help others. Keep a
little time for yourself.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

In your religious group, there may be an opportunity to develop new fields
of interest for the young teenagers around you today. You are happy to be

included in some groundbreaking territory. A teacher or religious person could have a
profound effect on your thinking, creating a whole new attitude for you, along with sensi-
tivity to the world around you. You may enjoy participating in a leadership position.
Problems are valued for the lessons they represent, rather than perceived as obstacles.
Keep a notebook or a diary and make it a habit to make notes about the progress of this
endeavor. A short trip today, by yourself or with someone, can be a great deal of fun. An
adventure awaits you. This evening there is a great new restaurant to enjoy.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Your friends and family will notice that your vagueness and discontent have
been replaced with a happy countenance and a satisfaction that comes from discovering
new parts of you. You may be moved to appreciate and discover the beauty in your life
and in those around you. Recognition as well as monetary rewards will be coming your
way today. Passion is rampant and may take focus in creative writing or art of some sort.
There are many answers you have received but have not yet heard. Focus your energy on
discovery. In-depth discussions and probing conversations find you at your mental best.
Purchase fresh fruit and vegetables while grocery shopping today. A romantic dinner can
be planned and enjoyed. Romance is quite possible this evening.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Today is a great time to be with others. You may be asked to help with fami-
ly matters. Your willingness to help or find help for others does not go unnoticed. People
come into your life for a reason, a season or a lifetime. You may be thinking about those
many friends you have in your life. You may lay out a plan to show those friends and loved
ones your appreciation. Keep tabs on the funny stories and prophetic or funny antidotes
you have been witness to-you could write a book or publish short stories for magazines-
without the secrets. This is a very congenial time. Dinner with friends charge your social
battery. Reading, seeing a film, even walking through a natural setting can go a long way
toward completing this perfect day.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Your moods can fluctuate as much as the weather. This may not be the best
of times to make any concrete decisions. You are energetic and your focus

on exercise is great. Romantic feelings toward a special loved one are felt today and you
may glean profound insights. Lady luck may increase your finances through speculation or
contest. If you find you have obtained a good amount of money, you might seek the help
of a financial counselor. Later today you may find some heated conversations between
you and a family member but all ends well when both sides listen. There are times that it is
perfectly appropriate to agree to disagree. Relations with a spouse are on solid ground.
There is much positive energy now.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You may find that you enjoy some responsibility you have taken on today,
more than you thought you would. You may be especially dynamic and

assertive at this time. There is a lot of energy and drive available to you that will encourage
you to push forward with some special plan or goal. You will find that your communication
skills are high as well. Teaching or guiding someone younger than you in matters of impor-
tance takes priority this afternoon. Teaching is important but it would be good to remem-
ber that sometimes-young people also have their way at teaching. There is a chance to
understand those around you and to have a special time with someone you love. A sense
of support and harmony make this a happy time.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Today is a good day for tending to errands, shopping and perhaps a little
visiting. Over the fence conversations can be quite enjoyable as well as giving you the
opportunity to introduce ideas or suggestions for neighborhood improvement. Perhaps
you and a neighbor will decide to plant a few flowers along a walkway. The afternoon may
be the best time to check out a bookstore, library or park and mentally regroup. If you
have a young person with you, a library may be the best resting place. As your concentra-
tion and focus returns, you may become enthusiastic about some idea or information that
you glean from this excursion. A phone call this afternoon will thrill you. You are support-
ive of others and may find that someone close to you appreciates you.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You have certainly earned a vacation and if you are not taking one now you
might consider making the plans. Through the end of the month you will find the days are
a little easier to maneuver through and people seem most happy. You are attentive to
those who need your help but should show restraint in your exuberance to volunteer. As
you relax in your quiet time you express talents that you may have only suspected you
have. Do not hesitate to take a course in any subject you might want to develop for self-
enjoyment. This could encompass anything from a french cooking class to an auto-
mechanics course. All sorts of discoveries about you can be realized and there is plenty of
time to enjoy the quest. Tonight is good for family time.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 517

ACROSS
1. Kidney disease characterized by enlarged kid-
neys containing many cysts.
4. A star with 5 points.
12. Noisy talk.
15. An overwhelming feeling of wonder or
admiration.
16. Type genus of the Schizaeaceae cosmopoli-
tan especially in tropics.
17. American prizefighter who won the world
heavyweight championship three times (born
in 1942).
18. Small often spiny insectivorous mammal of
Madagascar.
20. The capital of Morocco.
21. An honorary degree in science.
22. A metal or leather projection (as from the
sole of a shoe).
25. An established custom.
26. Special design or visual object representing
a quality, type, group, etc..
28. A hard gray lustrous metallic element that is
highly corrosion-resistant.
29. Jordan's port.
31. The work of caring for or attending to some-
one or something.
34. Large genus of tropical subshrubs or herbs
some of which yield fibers of mucilaginous sub-
stances.
37. One of the five major classes of
immunoglobulins.
38. The blood group whose red cells carry both
the A and B antigens.
39. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
40. A transuranic element.
42. The bureau of the Treasury Department
responsible for tax collections.
44. A federation of North American labor
unions that merged with the Congress of
Industrial Organizations in 1955.
45. A light strong brittle gray toxic bivalent
metallic element.
46. (usually in the plural) Pants for casual wear.
49. A reptile genus of Iguanidae.
52. A state in the United States in the central
Pacific on the Hawaiian Islands.
53. An association of criminals.
56. The eighth month of the civil year.
57. A race between candidates for elective
office.
60. A rare heavy polyvalent metallic element
that resembles manganese chemically and is
used in some alloys.
61. A woman hired to suckle a child of someone
else.
62. Set down according to a plan.
64. A warning against certain acts.
71. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in
Turkey).
72. The small projection of a mammary gland.
76. An indehiscent fruit derived from a single
ovary having one or many seeds within a fleshy
wall or pericarp.
77. The sixth day of the week.
78. Reprehensible acquisitiveness.
80. A rotating disk shaped to convert circular
into linear motion.
81. A device for creating a current of air by
movement of a surface or surfaces.
82. Sottish sailor who was put ashore on a
deserted island off the coast of Chile for five
years (providing the basis for Daniel Defoe's
novel about Robinson Crusoe) (1676-1721).
83. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. A small contrasting part of something.
2. A kind of danceable music popular among
black South Africans.
3. The brightest star in Cygnus.
4. A genus of Bothidae.
5. (computer science) A coding system that
incorporates extra parity bits in order to detect
errors.
6. A state in New England.
7. Someone new to a field or activity.
8. Any of numerous ornamental shrubs grown
for their showy flowers of various colors.
9. Alternatively, a member of the family
Nymphaeaceae.
10. A unit of length of thread or yarn.
11. Take in solid food.
12. The face veil worn by Muslim women.
13. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising solely
the razorbill.
14. Scottish sea captain who was hired to pro-
tect British shipping in the Indian Ocean and
then was accused of piracy and hanged (1645-
1701).
19. An Indian side dish of yogurt and chopped
cucumbers and spices.
23. (Norse mythology) God of poetry and music.
24. Of or like a cecum.
27. A small cake leavened with yeast.
30. Preaching the gospel of Christ in the man-
ner of the early church.
32. Dark reddish-purple table grape of
California.
33. United States swimmer who in 1926
became the first woman to swim the English
Channel (1903- ).
35. (dentistry) A filling consisting of a solid sub-
stance (as gold or porcelain) fitted to a cavity in
a tooth and cemented into place.
36. An Indian tree of the family Combretaceae
that is a source of timber and gum.
41. Narrow wood or metal or plastic runners
used for gliding over snow.
43. Spherical gram-positive parasitic bacteria
that tend to form irregular colonies.
47. A list of dishes available at a restaurant.
48. A substance that promotes drying (e.g., cal-
cium oxide absorbs water and is used to
remove moisture).
50. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
51. A metallic element having four allotropic
forms.
54. A river that rises in western New Mexico and
flows westward through southern Arizona to
become a tributary of the Colorado River.
55. (Jungian psychology) The inner self (not the
external persona) that is in touch with the
unconscious.
58. Before noon.
59. Talks a great deal about uninteresting topics.
63. The capital and largest city of Bangladesh.
65. A city in northern India.
66. Characteristic of false pride.
67. Type genus of the Anatidae.
68. Footwear usually with wooden soles.
69. Someone who works (or provides workers)
during a strike.
70. God of love and erotic desire.
73. A close friend who accompanies his buddies
in their activities.
74. A communist nation that covers a vast terri-
tory in eastern Asia.
75. (Irish) The sea personified.
79. Being one more than one.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

Al-Madeena 22418714

Al-Shuhada 22545171

Al-Shuwaikh 24810598

Al-Nuzha 22545171

Sabhan 24742838

Al-Helaly 22434853

Al-Faiha 22545051

Al-Farwaniya 24711433

Al-Sulaibikhat 24316983

Al-Fahaheel 23927002

Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 24316983

Ahmadi 23980088

Al-Mangaf 23711183

Al-Shuaiba 23262845

Al-Jahra 25610011

Al-Salmiya 25616368

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

(1) Ear, Nose and Throat (2) Plastic Surgeon

Dr. Abdul Mohsin Jafar, 
FRCS (Canada)                                         25655535

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands) 0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)
0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)
0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS



MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2014

l if e s t y l e

Minister of Information and Minister of Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah, Kuwait Times Deputy Editor-in-Chief Dr Ziyad Al-Alyan, Kuwait Times Marketing Director Adnan
Saad  pose with the members of the jury at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa.—Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

A group photo shows Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah, Dr Ziyad Al-Alyan, Kuwait Times
Marketing Director Adnan Saad at Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa.

Participants attending  the event. Sheikh Salman is seen with  Dr Ziyad during the event.

Sheikh Salman, Dr Ziyad (second right)and Saleh Al-
Alyan(right) are pictured during the national anthem.

Sheikh Salman (center) greets Dr Ziyad at Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa.

By Nawara Fattahova

Kuwait Times held the award ceremony of its annual
students’ art competition ‘Kuwait Beautiful and
Green’ on Saturday at the Jumeirah Messilah Beach

Hotel and Spa. It was held under the patronage of Sheikh
Salman Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah, Minister of Information
and State Minister for Youth Affairs. This year, over 8,000
students aged 6 to 18 from over 80 public, private, Arab,
foreign and special needs schools took part in the com-
petition. 

The minister viewed the exhibited artworks and
praised the creativity of the participating children. “The
artworks presented here today are great and reflect the
Kuwaiti society and its environment expressed through
the eyes of these young artists. It shows their interest to
protect the environment to preserve the rights of the
future generations. This event also highlights the role of
various institutions who are partners with the family in
social responsibility towards the young generations,” he
stated.

“This competition is an evidence of environmental
awareness as the environment is the base for develop-
ment of any community. Also, this competition encour-
ages the creativity of children and teaches them to pre-
serve the wealth of future generations. It strengthens the
values of preserving the culture of planting instead of
desertification,” added Sheikh Salman. 

Waleed Al-Khashti, General Manager of Zain, one of
the main sponsors of this event, stressed the importance
of environment for the company. “We are glad to sponsor
this event, as we have a complex strategy related to the
environment. Zain is always present in environmental
events and activities, and next week we will be partici-
pating in the Earth Week. Being present with the creative
students tonight makes us proud and we always cooper-
ate with the Ministry of Education to support various
events,” he pointed out. “Our partnership with Kuwait
Times in sponsoring this event isn’t the only one, and we
have many other joint events coming in the future. We
wish success to all the participants,” Khashti added.  

Spreading environmental culture 
Adnan Saad, Marketing Director of Kuwait Times,

thanked the sponsors for their support. “This event will
have a great impact on the participating students and
motivate them to work harder for a brighter future. I
would also like to thank Chevron for always taking the
lead in generously sponsoring this competition since its
inception in 1994, and Zain and Jumeirah Messilah Beach
Hotel & Spa for sponsoring and hosting this ceremony
that is held to honor the winners and participants in the
‘Kuwait Beautiful & Green’ painting competition organ-
ized by Kuwait Times to spread environmental culture
and awareness amongst participating students as well as
the whole community,” he stated. 

“In view of the significance of creating the sense of
belonging to this nation through promoting school stu-
dents’ positive behavior and conduct, the competition
has always focused on promoting the motto of ‘Kuwait
Beautiful & Green’ amongst students who are the basic
element in any society. It also focuses on promoting stu-
dents’ positive attitudes towards the environment sur-
rounding them as they are the pillars of any country’s
present and hopes for a brighter future,” said Saad. 

“Besides promoting environmental awareness, the
competition seeks to encourage students to effectively
take part in various environment-oriented activities with
an ultimate goal of acquiring more knowledge and skills,
a sense of responsibility as well as positive attitudes. The
competition also aims at encouraging students to take
sustainability-related initiatives that help protect the envi-
ronment. It is the first competition in Kuwait that helps
schools explore and address various applicable, improv-
able, developable or even upgradable environmental
concepts within school premises. Environmental educa-
tion has a major role, be it in school or at home, and here
is the role of teachers in promoting environmental aware-
ness inside and outside schools,” he noted.

“Participating students have really excelled in display-
ing their artistic talents through fascinating paintings. 

‘No wasta’
They are really promising young, creative artists fully

capable of using their colors and creativity to express
their minds, culture, style and love of Kuwait under the
motto of ‘Kuwait Beautiful & Green’. So well done every-
one and thanks for the wonderful ideas you provided us
in order to keep Kuwait beautiful and green. You are all
winners in this competition. Thanks for your efforts and
fascinating paintings that really amazed the jury and gave
them a hard time selecting the best in a record time,” con-
cluded Saad. 

The winners in each age category were selected by
professional judges.  Abdul Karim Al-Enezi, was the judge
for the 6-8 age category. He is an artist and former
teacher. “It was hard to select 10 winners in this category
out of about 2,000 participants. There is no wasta or per-
sonal connections affecting the judging process. In fact,
we don’t know the participants in this competition,” he
told Kuwait Times.  

“Teachers supervising the participants’ works must be
fully aware of the competition’s rules and conditions start-
ing with its three-word motto ‘Kuwait Beautiful & Green’
to realize how to protect the environment, which is very
significant to get participants familiar with what they are
going to paint. Miscommunication of such information is
negatively reflected in the paintings. So a teacher has a
significant role in guiding students on using their own art
knowledge, skills as well as techniques,” explained Enezi. 

Some paintings were disqualified. “Participants have to
read the instructions in English and Arabic on the right
and left margins of the entry form that revolve around the
competition’s motto, that is Kuwait’s environment and
landmarks. The paintings must include an artistic view of
a landmark of Kuwait that should be brightly and aesthet-
ically portrayed, because lacking any of these three ele-
ments would disqualify the entry. We have found paint-
ings including non-Kuwaiti landmarks,” he added.  “The
words ‘Beautiful and Green’ in the motto means that the
painting has to include green colors to paint fascinating
nature and landscapes using bright colors to reflect opti-
mism and joy rather than dull, dim and dark ones that
reflect pessimism, which is unlike the beautiful and
healthy Kuwaiti environment, be it marine or desert-relat-
ed,” he said. 

“Some teachers, parents or others have barefacedly
interfered in the paintings or even made them on behalf
of the students, which was noticeable last year because

Kuwait Times

goes green
Winners of ‘Kuwait Beautiful & Green’ art competition awarded
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KUWAIT: Minister of Information and Minister of Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah (second left), Kuwait Times Marketing Director Adnan Saad (left), Kuwait Times Deputy
Editor-in-Chief Dr Ziyad Al-Alyan (third left), Zain’s Corporate Communications and Relations Manager Waleed Al-Khashti, Saleh Al-Alyan and Ahmad Sharkas from Jumeirah Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa
pose for a photo.

Sheikh Salman and Dr Ziyad  present a memento to one of the jury members Abdul
Karim Al-Anezi.

Sheikh Salman and Dr Ziyad present a memento to one of the jury members Thuraya
Al-Baqsami.

Sheikh Salman and Dr Ziyad present a memento to Ahmad Shrkas. 
Sheikh Salman and Dr Ziyad present a memento to Motive Advertising Agency’s
General Manager Ehab Sadeq.

A group photo shows Sheikh Salman, Dr Ziyad, Kuwait Times Marketing Director Adnan Saad at Jumeirah
Messilah Beach Hotel and Spa.

Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah and Dr Ziyad Al-Alyan present a memento to one of the jury
members Artist Abdulaziz Arti.

we know that each age category has special skills and
potentials taking into consideration how talented and
gifted a participant might be. So, please urge students to
be more credible and make them value self-achieved sat-
isfaction by doing 100 percent of their entries, while you
only settle with guiding and helping them think of the
best topics and techniques to be used,” highlighted Enezi.

Passion and real love of Kuwait
Artist Abdulaziz Arti judged the 9-11 age category. He

also complained of the interference of parents or teach-
ers in the artworks of the students. “We understand the
level of drawing, so we know if a professional adult
helped or draw on behalf of the student. I suggested
cooperating with the National Council for Culture, Arts,
and Letters to make the children draw their paintings in a
hall under our supervision, and in this way nobody will
be disqualified unjustly,” he pointed out.  

Svetlana Arndt was the judge for the age category of
12-14 years. “It is an honor to be a judge of such a major
competition. The category of 12-14 years was represent-
ed by more than 2,800 drawings, and I noticed that most
of the work was done with passion and real love of
Kuwait. I would like to emphasize the importance of this
event in students’ educational process. Drawing the pic-
tures of the country they are living in helps children to
express the love and respect of the Kuwaiti nation.
Kuwait is a unique place of freedom and tolerance with a
highly spiritual population,” she said.  

Thuraya Al-Baqsami judged the 15-18 age category
and the category of special needs students. “Thousands
of students representing various schools in Kuwait par-
ticipated in the contest. Officiating and selecting the
winners was not easy, though entertaining. My selection
was influenced by the creative aspect, outstanding art-
work, the feeling that the contestant did indeed draw the
piece and was not helped by others,” she stated.  

She had more criteria. “The lack of a sermonizing feel-
ing in the work, personification of the contest idea
“Kuwait Beautiful and Green”, the expressing by the con-
testant of the environmental beauty around him and
presenting it in an innovative and smart way, accuracy of
artistic execution and color harmony and quality drawing
with a touch of spontaneity which characterizes the
young. A drawing I looked at and said “wow, this is great”,
and the person who drew it will for sure become a
renowned artist. This drawing deserves the title of “win-
ner”, and I hope that he has the making of a true artist,
develops his skill and remembers the prize that motivat-
ed him to become a true artist,” she added.

“As for the students of special needs, their works were
selected according to their motor and comprehension
abilities. The selected works are characterized with spon-
taneity and non-interference by adults, as well as creativ-
ity influenced by feeling and free expression,” stressed
Baqsami.
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You can just barely see them through the
window of the No. 7 subway as it rattles
into the elevated station in Corona,

Queens: a gigantic steel sphere, two rocket
ships, and towers that appear to be capped by
flying saucers.

These unusual landmarks are among a
number of attractions still standing from the
1964 World’s Fair, which opened in Flushing
Meadows Corona Park 50 years ago, with mar-
vels ranging from microwave ovens to
Disney’s “it’s a small world” ride to Belgian waf-
fles with strawberries and whipped cream.

But visiting the area today is as much about
21st century Queens as it is a walk down
memory lane. Many of Queens’ contemporary
cultural institutions - like the Queens Museum
and the New York Hall of Science - grew out of
fair attractions and incorporate original fair
exhibits. Other relics are stupendous in their
own right, like the Unisphere, a 12-story steel
globe so glorious to behold, you almost feel
like you’re seeing Earth from outer space.
There’s also a modern zoo, an antique carousel
and outdoor sculptures.

Here’s a guide to celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the 1964 World’s Fair on a visit
to Queens.

The neighborhood
On weekends, Flushing Meadows Corona

Park is packed with people from the dozens of
ethnic groups that populate Queens, speaking
many languages, eating food from around the
world and playing soccer with a seriousness of
purpose often found among those who grew
up with the sport. That makes for “a wonderful

unique experience,” said Janice Melnick,
Flushing Meadows Corona Park administrator.

And yet, as you walk out of the 111th Street
train station, there’s something about Corona
that also brings to mind an older, simpler New
York. No hipsters here; no luxury condo sky-
scrapers. Instead, you’ll find modest brick
apartment buildings and single-family homes,
pizzerias and diners, barber shops and variety
stores. That throwback sensibility adds a layer
of nostalgia to the experience of revisiting fair
sites, especially for boomers who attended the
event as kids.

“I think for many people, the fair represents
this last moment of true optimism,” said
Melnick. “We were looking into the future, and
the future was going to be bright. That really
struck a chord with a lot of people.”

The unisphere
The fair’s best-known symbol, an elegant

steel globe, has appeared in movies like “Men
in Black” and “Iron Man 2.” Visitors enjoy set-
ting up photos so that they appear to be hold-
ing the world in their hands. Located in the
park, outside the Queens Museum of Art.

New York State Pavilion
You can’t miss the towers topped by flying

saucers, surrounded by 100-foot-high (30-
meter-high) concrete pillars. This was the New
York State Pavilion, where visitors rode eleva-
tors to an observation deck above an enor-
mous suspended roof of translucent colored
tiles. Today the structure is padlocked, rusted
and cracked, with preservationists and critics
fighting over its future.

Queens museum
The museum is housed in a building that

dates to the 1939 World’s Fair, which marks its
75th anniversary this year. It also briefly housed
the United Nations General Assembly after
World War II. Exhibits include posters from both

fairs and a replica of Michelangelo’s “Pieta,”
which was shown in the Vatican Pavilion during
the ‘64 fair. The museum’s most famous display,
the “Panorama of the City of New York,” is a
scale model of the city that debuted at the ‘64
fair. The panorama includes models of each of
the city’s 895,000 buildings built before 1992,
along with every street, park and bridge, on a
scale of 1 to 1,200. The island of Manhattan is
70 feet long (21 meters), the Empire State
building 15 inches tall (38 centimeters).

Opening April 27 is an exhibit of posters

that pop artist Andy Warhol did for the ‘64
World’s Fair, inspired by mug shots of the city’s
13 most-wanted criminals from 1962. The
posters were too controversial for the fair and
were never shown. Located in the park, near
the Willets Point stop on the No. 7 train. 

Rockets and New York Hall of Science
Two NASA rockets stand 100 feet high (30

meters) outside the New York Hall of Science,
a museum that opened a few years after the
‘64 fair, replacing a temporary pavilion. The
rockets were part of a space park at the fair
that captured the excitement of the era’s
quest to get a man on the moon.

Towering over the Hall of Sciences is an
undulating concrete building called the Great
Hall, an architectural marvel that was an origi-
nal fair site. Undergoing renovation now, it’s
due to reopen in October, when visitors will
be able to experience the other-worldly interi-
or covered in blue stained glass.

The Hall of Science has undergone a series
of renovations over the years and today hous-
es exhibits exploring everything from
microbes to the science of basketball. It also
has a small but worthwhile display in a sec-
ond-floor hallway of brochures, tickets and
other memorabilia from the fair, along with a
first-floor display of photos of World’s Fairs
going back to the 19th century.

Wildlife conservation 
society’s queens zoo

A geodesic dome from the ‘64 fair serves as
the zoo’s walk-through aviary. The zoo special-
izes in North and South American animals,
ranging from bears to pumas.

Carousel
The carousel dates to the early 1900s and

was brought to Queens for the ‘64 fair from
Coney Island, Brooklyn. Located outside the
zoo, near 111th Street and 55th Avenue. 

Revisiting NYC’s
1964 World’s Fair, 50 years later 

This April 9, 2014 photo shows a section of the “Panorama of the City of New York,” a scale
model of the city on display at the Queens Museum of Art in Flushing Meadows Park in
Corona in the Queens borough of New York.

This April 9, 2014 photo shows two NASA
rockets on display outside the New York
Hall of Science in Corona in the Queens
borough of New York.

This April 1, 2014 file photo shows a
restored statue and a giant metal globe
called the Unisphere, the remaining sym-
bols from the 1964 World’s Fair in the
Queens borough of New York.

This undated photo provided by the New York City Parks Department shows children riding a carousel in Flushing Meadows Corona
Park. —AP photos

They were designed for the 1964 World’s
Fair as sleek, space-age visions of the
future: three towers topped by flying-

saucer-like platforms, and a pavilion of pillars
with a suspended, shimmering roof that was
billed as the “Tent of Tomorrow.” That imag-
ined tomorrow has come and gone. Now the
structures are abandoned relics, with rusted
beams, faded paint and cracked concrete. As
the fair’s 50th anniversary approaches, the
remains of the New York State Pavilion are
getting renewed attention, from preserva-
tionists who believe they should be restored,
and from critics who see them as hulking

eyesores that should be torn down. Neither
option would come cheap: an estimated $14
million for demolition and $32 million to $72
million for renovation.

“It is the Eiffel Tower of Queens,” says
Matthew Silva, who’s making a documentary
about the pavil ion in Queens’ Flushing
Meadows Corona Park, comparing it to a
remnant of the 1889 Paris Exposition that
was also threatened with demolition before
it was saved. Designed by famed architect
Philip Johnson, the New York structures

debuted with the rest of the World’s Fair on
April 22, 1964, and quickly became among its
most popular attractions. Visitors rode glass
“Sky Streak” elevators to the observation
deck of a 226-foot tower - the highest point
in the fair. The two shorter towers, at 150 and
60 feet, held a cafeteria and a VIP lounge. The
pavilion’s 16, 100-foot-tall concrete columns
supported what was then the largest sus-
pended roof in the world, a 50,000 square-
foot expanse of translucent, multicolored
tiles. On the floor below was a $1 million,

9,000-square-foot terrazzo tile map of the
state, with details of cities, towns and high-
ways. In the years after the fair, the pavilion
was used as a music venue for such acts as
Led Zeppelin,  the Grateful  Dead and
Fleetwood Mac. In the ‘70s, it became a roller
skating rink until the collapse of the ceiling
tiles, leaving only bare cables behind.

The towers, while still structurally sound,
were abandoned as observation decks long
ago for safety reasons. Their retro-futuristic
look has been most widely known from its

use in such movies as “Men in Black” and
“Iron Man 2.”

What’s so special? 
Although occasionally opened for tours,

the towers and pavilion - the last major struc-
tures still standing from the World’s Fair that
have not been preserved - have largely served
as a stoic landmark for travelers on the Van
Wyck Expressway. Two pad-locked gates - one
chain-link, one metal - keep the Tent of
Tomorrow shuttered. “It should be called the
‘Tent of Yesterday,’” says Ben Haber, who lives
near the park. “This is not the Parthenon, it’s
not the Sphinx, it’s not the pyramids. ... So
what’s so special that we should keep it?”

At the heart of the debate is the cost. While
the city’s Parks Department commissioned
studies on the cost of scrapping or renovating
the complex, it is still unclear where that mon-
ey would come from and, if restored, how the
structures would be used. If the money comes
through, work on the city-owned pavilion
could begin as early as next year once officials
make a decision. Queens Borough President
Melinda Katz has formed a task force dedicat-
ed to preserving the pavilion, noting that oth-
er structures from the World’s Fair have been
saved, most notably the 12-story-tall metal
globe called the Unisphere, the Hall of Science
and the Queens Museum.

Repainting the pavilion
Among the ideas are to convert the towers

once again into observation decks or an ele-
vated garden or even a platform for bungee
jumping, with the open-air pavilion turned
into a performance space with a removable
stage and bleachers.

While that debate plays out,  a  small
group of World’s Fair buffs has formed to
repaint the pavilion so it can be open to the
public briefly for an April 22 anniversary
event. The towers will still be off limits. “I
just loved this pavilion,” says 63-year-old vol-
unteer painter John Piro. “And as the years
went on I saw it decay and it just like tore
my heart.” —AP

Relics of NYC World’s Fair

Eyesores or icons? 

This April 1, 2014 file photo shows the space-age towers, topped by flying-saucer-like platforms, and a ring of pillars that once housed the
New York State Pavilion at the 1964 World’s Fair in the Queens borough of New York. — AP photos

Space-age towers, topped by flying-saucer-
like platforms, and a pavilion of pillars once
called the “Tent of Tomorrow,” looms as relics
remaining from the 1964 World’s Fair in the
Queens borough of New York. 



People listen - sometimes really carefully
- to music, and Fabrizio Moretti, drum-
mer of rock band The Strokes, certainly

appreciates that. But, he says, it’s a one-way
conversation. Moretti yearned to have more
of an artistic dialogue with the public, so he
started one outside the Rag & Bone retail
store in Soho, where he’s staged a sort of
interactive pop-up art installation. He put up
a large display of removable half-religious
saint-half-astronaut statuettes on a wall
resembling a shrine and invited passers-by to
take them. Some did, some didn’t. It was his
version of a social experiment, he explained.

“I thought it was an interesting thing to
see this struggle inside the viewer: Should
they do something that’s - in a sense - wrong,
but if they chose to do it, they’d be involved
in this dialogue and exchange with me, and
they could do it,” he said.

Sculpture isn’t new for Moretti, 33, who
studied the subject at the State University of
New York at New Paltz before he started tour-
ing. “I went to school for this,” he said, “but I’m
new at sharing it with the public.”

The statues have been taken more quickly
than he expected. He displayed them in a
group of 24, and the plan was to keep the

installation filled until Friday. Demand has
surpassed output. “Everything else has all
come to a halt during this. You should see my
apartment now,” he said. “I’m making them at
home, and it’s an absolute mess.” There’s still
music to be made, and Moretti says he and

his bandmates, who released the album
“Comedown Machine” earlier this year, are
working on new material. He says, though,
that he may become one of those hyphenat-
ed types - an artist-slash-musician.

“I hate to sound jaded, but everything else

has become routine and a business - that’s
what the music industry has become to me -
and I have to remind myself that creating is a
privilege. Art has fueled creativity with a
newfound fervor,” he said. But his perch in

front of Rag & Bone isn’t a sign that he’s tak-
ing on fashion, too. 

Designers Marcus Wainwright and David
Neville have no competition to fear, Moretti
said with a laugh. “They’re cool, rad. But fash-
ion design? I think I’d be terrible at that.” — AP
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Strokes’ Moretti
engages in interactive art

Photos show The Strokes’ drummer Fabrizio Moretti in front
of his installation on the exterior wall of the SoHo Rag &
Bone store in New York. — AP photos

The timeless Disney tune “It ’s a Small
World” that wafts through our memories
from past theme park vacations turns 50

this year, and on Thursday, Disney parks world-
wide hosted a global sing-along. At Walt
Disney World Resort in Florida, a huge chorus
of the song was per formed in front of
Cinderella Castle at Magic Kingdom by cast
members and a children’s choir from Central
Florida Performing Arts.

The kids - who didn’t seem to mind belting
out several takes of what some consider an
earworm - sang for a live broadcast on “Good
Morning America.” Tributes to the song will
also be held throughout the park all day, and
other parks around the world also held sing-
alongs.

Not that the parks are in short supply of the
song on any regular day. Disney officials esti-
mate that during a 16-hour operating day, the
song is played, on average, 1,200 times.

It was written by Richard and Robert
Sherman at the request of Walt Disney himself.
The brothers won Academy Awards in 1965 for

the music for “Mary Poppins.”
The “It’s a Small World” song and anima-

tronic attraction debuted at the 1964 New
York World’s Fair. It was shipped to Disneyland
in California then recreated at the other
Disney parks. The attraction opened at the
Florida park in 1971. While some adults may

complain about the infectious nature of the
song, the gentle boat ride is a calm and air-
conditioned respite from the crowds and heat
- and little kids love it.

With its hundreds of costumed dolls, the
attraction was considered high-tech back in
the 1970s. It’s definitely different than many of
the other new theme park offerings these
days. There’s no 3D, no complicated storyline.
“I think ‘It’s a Small World,’ because of the mes-
sage that it brings, really does resonate with
the audience,” said Gary Landrum, a Walt
Disney World Imagineer and archivist from
California. “It was really one of the first of what
became the classic Disney theme park attrac-
tions. It’s a beautiful story, it’s a simple story
that I think the public really connects with.” On
Thursday morning, Chris Pini, his wife and
their two children raced to the Small World
ride first thing. “I came down here as a kid and
rode this with my parents, and now I’m getting
the chance to take my kids on it,” he said. “It’s
awesome, I know it’s been around here for 50
years and it’s an amazing ride.”— AP

‘It’s a Small World’ turns 50 with sing-along 

People take part in
water battles as

they celebrate
Songkran, the
water festival

which marks
Thailand’s new

year in Bangkok
yesterday. New

Year is celebrated
yesterday in the

four south-eastern
Asian nations of

Thailand,
Myanmar,
Cambodia 

and Laos. — AFP

In this April 10, 2014 photo made available by Walt Disney World shows a children’s chorus
singing “It’s a small world” at the Magic Kingdom in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. — AP

This 1964 photo released by Disney shows
Walt Disney with a model of the “it’s a small
world” attraction from the 1964 World’s Fair.

‘El Komander” struts on stage, pours expensive drinks into a
fan’s mouth and sings about grenade launchers-just anoth-
er wild night for a Mexican singer who has faced bans for

eulogizing drug lords. Wearing a black leather jacket and military
fatigue pants, Alfredo Rios took his show to 5,500 people in
Texcoco, in the state of Mexico, a region of 15 million people endur-
ing a spike in murders this year. The man with the short-cropped
hair and beard is among the most popular performers of “narco-
corridos”-musical histories of the life and death of drug kingpins
sung to a polka-like beat, driven by an accordion, guitar, drums and
tuba.

The genre has gained many fans among Hispanics who live
across the border in the United States. Rios appeared in the US doc-
umentary “Narco Cultura,” which describes the cross-border fascina-

tion with Mexico’s drug culture. Lately, though, the thirty-some-
thing star has been less than popular with the authorities, especial-
ly in states that have struggled to tame violence. With songs like
“100 Gunshots to the Armor,” “The Executioner” and “New Mafia,”
Rios was slapped with a record 100,000-peso ($7,700) fine last year
following a concert in the northern state of Chihuahua, an epicen-
ter of deadly cartel turf wars. More recently, he was banned from
performing on Friday in another region beset by a surge in vio-
lence, the central state of Morelos south of Mexico City. Authorities
accused him of promoting violence. Concert organizers canceled
his May 1 show in the neighboring state of Puebla at the request of
authorities. In an interview with AFP, Rios said his songs merely
reflect the reality of drug violence in Mexico. “I sing party and fiesta
songs. I’m not going to break the law. If they decide that I can’t give

a concert, I won’t do it,” he said. “I don’t promote anybody. My music
simply is music. My words don’t come from space or Mars. It is what
we Mexicans talk about,” he told reporters.

AK-47 rhythm 
On a recent Friday night at a Texcoco equestrian arena, El

Komander’s set  list included a song about armored cars, AK-47 rifles
and grenade launchers. His band wore red charro (Mexican cowboy)
suits emblazoned with his stage name, with the letter K in the shape
of an AK-47 assault rifle, known in Mexico as “cuerno de chivo,” or
ram’s horn. “We are fans of corridos and I don’t understand because
they canceled El Komander’s show. His lyrics are not threats. The
threat is already in the streets,” said Ivan Pimentel, a 31-year-old
shopkeeper who attended the show with his 10-year-old son. As

Rios performed, more than a dozen bodyguards watched the stage.
Two stayed very close to him when fans approached the star. It can
be a dangerous lifestyle. Some 50 narco-corrido performers have
been murdered in Mexico since drug violence surged in 2006.

No more Chapo 
Rios is part of the Movimiento Alterado, or Agitated Movement,

which appeared in 2009 in the northern state of Sinaloa, home of
jailed Sinaloa cartel boss Joaquin “El Chapo” Guzman. The move-
ment is known for singing the most graphic lyrics about the cartel
life. One of the movement’s most famous bands, Los Tigres del
Norte, has had shows cancelled as well. In the music video for “New
Mafia,” Rios mimics a scene from the mob movie “Scarface,” snorting
from a mountain of cocaine on a desk with a pistol in hand. —AFP

For Mexico’s hottest drug balladeer, music has a cost



36
Kuwait Times 
goes green

MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2014

Art works from Ukraine are presented at the ‘I am drop in the ocean’ exhibition at the Kuenstlerhaus in Vienna. The exhibition ‘I am drop in the ocean’ is dedicated to the artistic and visual expressions of the
protests that shaked the Ukraine from November 2013 until February 2014. — AFP 

Cannes film festival prepares to unveil its A-list
Cannes film festival organizers will on Thursday

fire the starting gun for this year’s Riviera movie
extravaganza when they unveil the films chosen

to compete for its top Palme d’Or prize. Always a
heady mix of traditional A-list glamour and quirky
filmmaking spiced up with a dash of controversy, the
festival selects only around 20 of the 1,800 or so films
submitted each year.

Ryan Gosling, Catherine Deneuve, Ken Loach,
Meryl Streep, Gerard Depardieu, Woody Allen, Robert
Pattinson and Jean-Luc Godard are just a few of the
names being touted to tread the red carpet this year.
Loach, one of cinema’s most celebrated directors, won
the Palme d’Or in 2006 and is widely tipped to return
to Cannes with “Jimmy’s Hall”, especially if, as expect-
ed, it turns out to be his last feature film. Ryan
Gosling’s directorial debut “How to Catch a Monster” is
also much fancied after his two previous Cannes
appearances as an actor in the hyper-violent “Drive”
and last year’s “Only God Forgives”. With a reputation
for launching careers-such as those of Steven
Soderbergh and Quentin Tarantino-a spot in the offi-
cial competition line-up is always much-prized.
Organizers spend months sifting through entries look-
ing for new “auteurs” they hope will be the film stars of
tomorrow, alongside offerings from more established
players. Amid the glitzy red carpet photo calls, yachts
and parties, the festival is also a huge market place
where producers wheel and deal in search of the next
big thing.

‘Two versions of the film’ 
Already confirmed for the May 14-25 festival is

opening film “Grace of Monaco” starring Nicole
Kidman as the former Hollywood star Grace Kelly
whose 1956 marriage to Prince Rainier was labeled
the “wedding of  the centur y ”.  Even before its
release, the film-which will not be in the competi-
tion for the Palme d’Or-has generated two separate
controversies and looks likely to be boycotted by
the Monaco royal family. Revolving around the late
Rainier, played by British actor Tim Roth, and Grace,
who died in a car crash in 1982, it tracks events at a

time when France was threatening to annex the
tiny principality on its southern coast.

Grace’s children-Prince Albert and Princesses
Caroline and Stephanie-have criticized the film as
“pure fiction”. At the same time, a dispute between
the f i lm’s French director Olivier Dahan and

American producer Harvey Weinstein over the edit-
ing of the movie has resulted in rival versions being
made. 

“There are two versions of the film-mine and his-
which I find catastrophic,” the director has said. Other
films tipped for competition slots by French and film
media include Tommy Lee Jones’ western “ The

Homesman” in which he also stars alongside Meryl
Streep, and David Cronenberg’s “Maps to the Stars”
starring John Cusack, Julianne Moore and Robert
Pattinson. Belgian brothers Jean-Pierre and Luc
Dardenne could also be included for their film “Two
Days, One Night” with Marion Cotillard, while from
France the drama “Clouds of Sils Maria” by Olivier
Assayas, and featuring Juliette Binoche and Kristen
Stewart, is widely predicted to be in the running.

Cannes favorite Woody Allen 
Representing Scandinavia could be Sweden’s Roy

Andersson with “A Pigeon Sat on a Branch Reflecting
on Existence”, or from Denmark, Kristian Levring with
“The Salvation” or Suzanne Bier with “Serena” starring
Bradley Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence. Andre
Techine’s “L’Homme que l ’on Aimait Trop” with
Catherine Deneuve, meanwhile, could see the film-
maker who won best director in 1985 for “Rendez-
Vous” return to the main competition for the first time
since 2003. Other possible contenders include
Abderrahmane Sissako from Mauritania (“Le Chagrin
des Oiseaux”), Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu from
Mexico (“Birdman”) and Fatih Akin from Germany
(“The Cut”). 

From Asia, nominations could go to Japanese
directors Tetsuya Nakashima (“Kawaki”), Sono Sion
(“Tokyo Tribe”), Naomi Kawase (“Still the Water”) and
Isao Takahata (“The Tale of the Bamboo Cutter”). Also
in the running could be Singapore’s Eric Khoo (“The
Charming Rose”), China’s Zhang Yimou (“Coming
Home”), Taiwan’s Hou Hsiao-Hsien (“The Assassin”)
and Thailand’s Apichatpong Weerasethakul
(“Cemetery of Kings”). Big names who could make the
trip to the Riviera with films outside of the competi-
tion include Cannes favorite Woody Allen. The veteran
filmmaker’s latest film “Magic in the Moonlight” with
Emma Stone, Colin Firth and Marcia Gay Harden was
shot just down the road in Nice. And American direc-
tor Abel Ferrara’s “Welcome to New York”, which stars
Gerard Depardieu as the disgraced former IMF chief
Dominique Strauss-Kahn, could well supply another
dose of controversy if selected. — AFP

At only 33, Jason Njoku is already consid-
ered one of Africa’s most promising
entrepreneurs thanks to an online film

distribution service that has tapped high
demand for Nigerian movies. But the British-
born Nigerian entrepreneur, whose firm iROKO
has been compared to the US Internet movie
and TV streaming giant Netflix, is cautious
about reading too much into the accolade. 

“On paper, I’m a millionaire, absolutely,” he
told AFP at his office in Nigeria’s financial capi-
tal, Lagos.  “But it’s on paper. It’s not cash in the
bank. I think we are not successful, we are not
profitable, we have a long way to go.” Njoku’s
caution is understandable given his back-
ground.  Soon after he was born, his father left,
leaving his mother struggling to make ends
meet while Njoku grew up in southeast
London. Yet he managed to become the first
from his family to go to university. With a
chemistry degree from the University of
Manchester under his belt, Njoku decided to
set up his own business. But it was not all plain
sailing.

“I graduated in 2005 and spent a good five-
and-a-half years just failing in everything I
tried,” he admitted.  Though Njoku was broke,
unable to open a bank account and slept on
friends’ sofas, his best friend and university flat-
mate Bastian Gotter was still persuaded to
invest in his latest venture.

‘Nollywood Netflix’ 
That enterprise-iROKO Partners-was his

11th attempt at starting a company and born
of the fact that cinema is increasingly big busi-
ness in Nigeria.  Some 1,500 to 2,000
Nollywood films are made every year and
many are wildly popular both at home and
abroad.  Most films, including poor quality
pirated copies, are sold for a dollar or two on
DVD in markets or by hawkers at traffic junc-
tions, making them difficult to come by for the
legions of fans overseas.  Njoku bought a ticket
for Nigeria, where he had previously only been
on a few childhood visits, and set out to meet
film producers in the hope of creating a slick,

modern distribution network. 
“Our idea was really simple: we just wanted

to take Nollywood movies and put them
online. It’s as simple as that,” he said.  With pro-
ducers on board, the first step in 2010 was the
creation of “Nollywoodlove”, a dedicated chan-
nel on the video-sharing site YouTube, fol-
lowed a year later by the iROKOtv platform.
Gotter sank money he had made as a trader for
British oil giant BP into the venture and a US-
based investment fund also provided financial
backing, Njoku said. 

Today, iROKOtv gets nearly a million hits a
month and almost 90 percent of the content-
more than 5,000 films-is free, with revenue
generated in part by online advertising.  There
is also a subscription service, where users can
download the latest releases for $7.99 (5.7
euros) a month. 

Growth and investment 
Notwithstanding comparisons with Netflix

and the company’s expansion beyond Lagos
to Johannesburg, London and New York,
Njoku believes they still have a way to go.
Profitability, he said, will only start to come in
two or three years.  “I’m actually always wary
not to celebrate success before you know what
it actually is. And at the moment, we’re still
growing, we’re still scrappy, we’re still scared,”
he explained.  “And in as much as money is
important, it’s not the yardstick that we should
use to determine your life and your values and
how you try to build a company... 

“We’re basically still growing and investing
for growth.” Up to now, most users of the site
have been in the diaspora-first and second-gen-
eration African families who want to stay in
touch with their roots. But Njoku is eyeing the
vast potential of the African online market for
expansion and has tasked engineers to figure
out the best way to compress films so quality is
not lost on poor Internet lines.  Njoku and Gotter
have also set up the music download site
iroking.com, dubbed the “African Deezer”, featur-
ing 35,000 tracks from Nigeria and other coun-
tries on the continent in MP3 format.  —AFP

Tenacity pays off for founder of 

‘Nollywood Netflix’

Video editors David Adeoti and Jolaosho Oladimeji preview a work at the head-
quaters of Iroko tv in Lagos on March 27, 2014. — AFP

A man poses for friends
in front of the giant
moving inflated 
astronaut art piece,
Escape Velocity, at the
Coachella Valley Music
& Arts Festival at the
Empire Polo Club in
Indio, California. The
annual music festival,
which runs for two 
consecutive three-day
weekends, has grown to
one of the largest music
festival in the US since 
it was founded 
in 1999. —AFP
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