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They come from all over the world seeking a decent liv-
ing. They leave their parents, kids and families behind to
come here for making the least they can depend on for

a living. Many of them sell their personal properties or even
borrow money from friends in order to come to Kuwait and
work decently. I am talking about domestic workers and even
low-wage workers from Asia, including the Philippines,
Indonesia, India, Bangladesh and others. 

They are here to serve us, to care for our children, to make
our life easier, to protect our houses while we are gone. And if
their life was better in their countries, they would never leave
their families and come here - that is for sure. Let us put our-
selves in their shoes and suppose we are workers and are
seeking jobs as housekeepers in their countries. Don’t we
expect to be treated very well and be respected? 

This is what must be done here in Kuwait when we employ
those low-wage workers - they expect us to treat them like
part of the family and once they see this kind of treatment,
they would not even think of harming the family, steal or even
escape. Many of the families think that these people are made
100 percent for them and they might even think that they
own them. They tend to put more pressure on them, not let-
ting them even have a one-hour break during the day,
deprive them from their own mobiles to talk with their kids or

relatives back home, having them work under the blazing sun
to wash the cars or even clean. 

Some of the families here do beat their maids over just a 5-
minute delay, and some hurt their feelings with insults. Some
of our children are very spoiled, wanting everything to be
done for them instead of doing it themselves. They depend
on the housekeepers for everything, and that is why many of
the children here are obese, because of the lack of movement
and exercise. I feel so sorry when I see some families yell at
their housemaids in public in front of everyone. Don’t you
agree with me that the maid may take a negative action? If
this happens to us and we get yelled at, what would we do?
Of course we would get mad and sad and try to avenge. 

They are here for us, so let us treat them very well and not
damage the image of Kuwait in human rights files worldwide.
Let us give them gifts every now and then, let us buy them
nice clothes, let us take them with us shopping, to the park, to
the mall and let them share their worries with us. One exam-
ple is of Prophet Muhammad (peace and blessing be upon
him), who had a worker - and this worker said that he served
the Prophet (PBUH) for 10 years and never was blamed for a
thing, why he did it or why he did not. 

Let us be like the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) in caring for
our dear brothers and sisters who have come from all over the
world to make us happy and make sure not to treat them bad-
ly, otherwise expect the worse might happen. Imagine Kuwait
decides to ban all domestic workers from coming to Kuwait -
will all family members share the errands at home for at least
one day? I doubt it. We have become used to their service and
cannot tolerate being without them. So, stemming from
Islam’s teachings and the sayings of Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), let us treat them well for the sake of Allah.

Why do history books focus on men alone? I was
thinking about people who have changed our life
today. I came to the conclusion that while we honor

thousands of men who changed our lives, there are very few
women in that list. 

Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Mark Zuckerberg are some of the
men whose inventions changed our life for the better. Can
anyone deny that social sites like Facebook brought a revolu-
tionary change to governments? Can we survive a day with-
out being  around our mobile phones and computers?
Regarding the women who aided these inventions, some say
that behind every successful man is a woman. So, is a woman
only supposed to be in the background and never in the fore-
ground? 

Every year, some key newspapers publish a list of the most
“powerful” women. The list usually consists of women from
financial circles or from families that own businesses.
According to me, these women are not role models.  

Power doesn’t come from the companies they own or
who they’re married to or related to by blood. I believe that
real power lies in their ability to make an impact on society by
inspiring millions of other women to take proactive steps in
their lives. Real power lies in their ideas and thoughts and
accomplishments. It’s a man’s world we live in where oppor-
tunities for women to grow and flourish are limited. This is
why women who have created history are few and far
between. Today I write about my favorite choice for the day:
Hillary Clinton.

Hillary Clinton served as First Lady from 1993 to 2001, and
then as a US senator from 2001 to 2009. In early 2007, Clinton

announced plans to run for presidency. Later, US President
Obama appointed her as Secretary of State. She was sworn in
in Jan 2009 and served in that position until 2013.

Hillary Clinton is a lady who gained appreciation globally
for hundreds of reasons. She has been respected for her intel-
ligence and decency ever since she became First Lady. No
one can deny that she made sacrifices for her family when her
husband, former US President Bill Clinton, was grilled by the
media over his affairs. It was no surprise that she wanted to
run for presidency and when she couldn’t, she didn’t choose
to retire or disappear. When she was offered the post of sec-
retary of state, she accepted it and chose to make a differ-
ence.  

I know some may wonder why I have chosen Hillary
Clinton and not someone from the Arab region. I have not
seen many women here who inspire others as much as
Clinton does. I’m a Kuwaiti who wishes to see a woman as
strong, capable and involved as her - despite not being cho-
sen for a political seat. In Kuwait, we usually have women run
for office and when they don’t succeed, they choose to disap-
pear by saying it’s too much for them. 

We see other women here who do well in their business
and have plenty of money. If you call them and ask them to
donate for charity or to the needy or to even help other
women in their own society, they won’t even bother to pick
up the phone!

Last year, I met a lady who has been on the cover of many
business magazines and asked her if she’s willing to partici-
pate in a project to help runaway expat women. She politely
asked me to call her assistant and moved away really fast! She
didn’t leave me with a contact number, so how did she
expect me to call her?  

Any magazine can get millions of faces to pose around
as powerful women, but to me, real power lies in generosi-
ty and being involved in spirit and soul. This is how
women can make history. This is how a woman like Hillary
Clinton is unique and made a difference in history - simply
by being herself. 
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Conspiracy Theories

badrya_d@kuwaittimes.net

By Badrya Darwish

If there is a will,
there is a way 

Sandstorms or dust storms or whatever storms
you call them are not taken seriously in the
Arabian peninsula and especially in Kuwait.

Because a quarter of the year - and I am not exag-
gerating here - we have serious sandstorms called
toz in local slang and dusty weather. I am sure if you
have been in Kuwait for at least one year, you will
get my drift. 

When you wake up in the morning and the
amount of dust is not less than a centimeter on your
car, trees or your floors - that is a mild storm. We
wake up every morning with a dry nose and throat
because of the air conditioning and the sand which
we breathe.    

It is a normal issue in Kuwait. But this is not the
case in the UK. I was watching UK-based channels
that were carrying news about a Sahara dust storm
that hit the UK. I was impressed by the intense cov-
erage that every media source gave to this issue. I
kept switching channels and they were all showing
the same - sandstorms from Sahara and their effect
on people’s health. 

A couple of GPs were interviewed and so were
scientists from different universities about the phe-
nomena and the impact on people’s health. The
main issue was the health impact of the sandstorm
on various people - children, elderly or a group of
vulnerable individuals with bronchitis - and the
advice they were giving to everyone. 

The news covered all kinds of angles. They did
not forget the runners. They advised them to do
their exercise indoors. There were hundreds of tips
for asthmatic people who have inhalers to carry
them at all times, etc, etc, etc.

What impressed me is that they discussed with
scientists the negative and surprisingly the positive
sides of the storms. Some scientists mentioned that
these storms carry iron which is good for fish and
forests.  I never knew that. They did not forget the
commercial side of the matter. Apparently it was a
money-making day for car-wash companies. I loved
that coverage. It shows care. 

In our part of the world, even if there is a serious
gas leak somewhere, instead of a spokesman com-
ing out to admit it, the easiest way is to deny it ever
happened. Even the fact that Kuwait’s air is polluted
has never been admitted by any government organ-
ization. If fish die on the shore in thousands, there is
also a denial. Have you ever heard of a report done
in Kuwait on how to cope with pollution and advise
the nation? Or are these issues less profitable for
tenders? We do not bother to explain to nations the
reasons for any environmental disturbances. 

You might tell me that this is the Gulf and there
are storms here. But a lot could be done. For
instance, in the mid ‘50s the United Kingdom initiat-
ed a Clean Air Act to clean the polluted air and get
rid of the smog. There are solutions that could ease
the matter if we bother. Forestation is one of them
because it gives oxygen and has a psychological
effect. You have the cleansing of the oil and gas sec-
tor. You can have many other environment projects. 

If there is a will there is a way.
@BadryaD

Local Spotlight

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

Women who made history

In my view

By Talal Al-Ghannam

news@kuwaittimes.net

Treat them well - they  are workers not slaves 
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By Nawara Fattahova

Graphic depictions of male body parts and other vulgar graffiti
now deface the small pedestrian tunnel connecting Jabriya
and Rumaithiya. Freshly painted and cleaned up by a group of

young community activists last November, the tunnel’s quick descent
into disrepair and abuse by graffiti vandals is symbolic of a much larg-
er and deeper malaise plaguing Kuwait. 

Despite 15+ years of consecutive, multibillion dinar budget sur-
pluses, the country’s ageing infrastructure and community spaces
continue to be left to deteriorate with little care taken by those
charged with its maintenance. Repeated efforts to rebuild or renew
public spaces fall apart within weeks as vandals and others destroy or
damage public parks, playgrounds, benches, community centers,
football pitches, tennis and squash courts and other facilities. 

The seemingly mindless vandalism reflects two opposing trends
within Kuwait’s youth culture. On the one hand, many young Kuwaitis
are engaged and concerned for their homes, neighborhood and
country and volunteer their time and energy to improving the state of
things. On the other, some feel fed up and frustrated with the lack of
economic, political and social reforms and the widespread corruption
and wasta in the country. 

The conflict leads many to consider moving abroad despite the
generous benefits Kuwait offers its citizens.

Khalid, a 28-year-old Kuwaiti, moved to Qatar more than a year
ago. He was working in the oil sector, and received a better offer from
Qatar in the same field. “I left for various other reasons besides the
better package I was offered. Corruption is the main reason, apart
from wasta and unequal chances between citizens. Add to that bad
healthcare, substandard education system and schools and sky-high
rents. In Qatar, services are good and rent is cheap, and I haven’t faced
wasta till now,” he said.  

He left with his family consisting of his wife, two daughters and a
son. “My wife is a teacher and she found a job in Qatar. My children
are going to a private school providing a high level of education. I also
bought land there, which is much cheaper than the cheapest land in
Kuwait, and I’m now building a house. Maybe one day I will return
back here if I receive a house from the government,” added Khalid.

“I know mine is a very rare case, as expats from all over the world
come to Kuwait to work and live here and make up double the
Kuwaiti population, but I took my decision after long thought and
study. After more than a year there, I don’t regret making that choice. I
also believe that if the situation in Kuwait doesn’t change, more
Kuwaitis will leave the country,” Khalid warned. 

Another young Kuwaiti moved to the United States, from where
he graduated a few years ago as an engineer. Yousef, 31, studied in US
and came back to Kuwait to start his career. He got employed at a
ministry and got married. “I didn’t like my work and the bureaucracy.
Also, I wasn’t employed in the same field that I graduated from. I
wanted to launch my own business too, but I faced many obstacles
that made my life hard. I then decided to go back to the US with my
wife and baby boy. I’ve been living there since 2010 and I’m satisfied,”
he said.

Red Tape
Other Kuwaitis seek to improve the country and make it a better

place for living by vocal calls for change. Young Kuwaiti writer
Abdullah Ghazi Al-Mudhaf produced a short documentary on small
projects called ‘Ismani’ (Listen to Me), and posted it on YouTube. The
movie shows Kuwaitis facing red tape in starting their own projects,
highlighting their suffering with the bureaucracy and governmental
procedures in various fields.

Ismani shows the most common problems of 15 young entrepre-
neurs who agreed that Kuwait is not a financial and commercial cen-
ter. They complained of impossible conditions to get financing,
demands for large capitals, difficulty in getting lands for projects, high
rents that have to be paid before starting a business, limits on the
number of workers who can be employed, which forces them to hire

illegally and pay higher salaries, lack of understanding of e-business
models, problems with the municipality, bribery at public institutions
to finalize their paperwork, interference in small details that delay the
business and manual paperwork among others. The documentary
showed it was much easier for Kuwaitis to set up businesses in neigh-
boring Gulf countries. It concluded with their suggestions to improve
the situation in Kuwait.  

Other young Kuwaitis are working on voluntary projects and cam-
paigns to improve the country. Among many examples is a volunteer
project called QortubaMe that started with activities to improve the
quality of life of Qortuba residents that later expanded to 28 other
areas where people are contributing with money and effort to clean
up and rebuild their neighborhoods. Their projects made play-
grounds greener and cleaner in Qortuba and other areas. 

The National Youth Project is another project by Kuwaitis for a bet-
ter life. It aims to enable Kuwaiti youth to participate in leading the
development process to achieve the strategic and development goals
and future vision of Kuwait. Other Kuwaitis have also held campaigns
such as “Shiyseer Law” (What Will Happen If), “Al Kuwait Tisma’a”
(Kuwait is Listening) and many others, all aiming to make Kuwait a
better place.  

Sickened by the deep malaise
Disenchanted young Kuwaitis move abroad or take up activism

Images taken yesterday show graffiti
scrawled on the walls of a pedestrian 

tunnel connecting Jabriya and Rumaithiya. 
— Photos by Joseph Shagra

In Nov 2013, local volunteer groups painted the tunnel walls.
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By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Former British Prime
Minister Sir John Major presented
the ‘Dickson Lecture’ at the College
of Law of Kuwait University yester-
day, where he spoke about the past,
present, and future of Kuwait-British
ties. This lecture was held under the
patronage of HH the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
and the British Embassy, in partner-
ship with the Euro-Gulf Research
Unit at Kuwait University and
Burgan Bank.

Major was the British prime min-
ister between 1990 and 1997, and
oversaw Britain’s longest period of
continued economic growth, the
start of the peace process in
Northern Ireland and the liberation
of Kuwait. 

Major recalled his time as pre-
mier and spoke of Kuwait’s libera-
tion and what Kuwait means to him.
“I enjoy coming to Kuwait where I
have memories. It first started when

I met late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmad when he was in Saudi
Arabia when Kuwait was brutally
invaded in 1990. Britain offered its
support as an ally and we were
proud to fulfill our obligations. After
Kuwait’s liberation, I flew to Kuwait
and saw the tragic damage done by
Iraqi troops. These are some of my
recollections which are just a snap-
shot of the journey that brought UK
and Kuwait together,” he said.  

“The bilateral relationship is his-
toric, but it’s also a living relation-
ship that grows. In a relationship
between two nations that are dis-
tant geographically, but there are
three key elements - the link
between the two peoples, the
search for stability and the responsi-
bility to help improve economic and
social conditions. There are chal-
lenges that we face,” said Major. 

The trade relationship during the
18th century between Kuwait and
Britain was one of shared interest
and mutual respect. 

“We have more in common as
nations than most people realize -
like the parliament, monarchy and
individual freedoms. We are both
nations which trade. As Napoleon

said, “Britain is the nation of shop-
keepers”, but Kuwait is truly the
nation of shop-owners,” Major said.
He also said that Kuwait and Britain
share a common social history.

“Whether it ’s the teahouses in
London or diwaniyas in Kuwait, we
both sit down over hot teapots and
speak about politics. We are differ-
ent, but we see things in each other
that are familiar,” he noted. 

The ‘Dickson Lecture’ was named
in honor of Col HRP Dickson and his
wife Dame Violet Dickson, also
known as Umm Saud. “Dickson was
a remarkable man. He was the
British political agent in Kuwait
between 1929 and 1936 and he
died in 1956. His wife lived at their
house till she was evacuated during
the invasion when she was 91 years
old, and died just eight weeks
before Kuwait’s l iberation. The
Dicksons’ history and their love of
Kuwait is commemorated at the
Dickson House Museum that encap-
sulates UK and Kuwait’s close histo-
ry and friendship. 

Dr Abdulredha Asiri, Dean of the
Faculty of Social Sciences at Kuwait
University awarded Sir Major at the
end of the lecture.   

Major hails deep-rooted Kuwait-Britain ties
British ex-PM enjoys visiting Kuwait 

KUWAIT: Former British PM John Major speaks during a lecture titled
‘Great Britain and Kuwait: Friendship and Alliance in a Networked
World’ yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Sunil Cherian

For Hashim, a security at a school in Salmiya,
there is nothing like a marriageable age. As
an Indian citizen, he did not adhere to the

law for a man to be 21 to get married. His family
had not heard of such a law, he said. After a hap-
py marriage at 17 to a 16-year-old girl he loved,
Hashim left for Mumbai, then Bombay, to ‘make
ends meet’. Hashim’s little daughter smiled,
talked and trotted without knowing his father
toiled in Bombay. Now Hashim has a happy smile
on his face as his daughter - married at the right
age of 18 - has given birth to a boy, making
Hashim the youngest grandfather in his village -
perhaps the youngest grandfather among the
Indian expats in Kuwait too.

At his workplace, Hashim told his story
between waving his hands at the cars and pedes-
trians passing by, controlling children crossing
the road and cars stopping in the non-parking
area. He sat down after the last child went home,
leaving only the side gate open. “I was working
as a cleaner on a bus in my village”, Hashim
began his story, his eyes rolling back to his youth-
ful days. “There was this girl who traveled on our
bus regularly. She was doing some typewriting
course. She was 16 and I was 17. In the Muslim
community, it is natural that a girl is married off
at a very young age. When her father came to
know of our affair, he asked me, ‘Are you going to
go on the bus forever?’ I replied, ‘I have to go far.’
Next month was our wedding,” Hashim smiled. 

I was surprised by the jobs and places I went
through in the next 20 years of my life, the 37-
year-old security man said. “After my daughter,
my wife gave me two boys. But I always dreamt
of my daughter as I shifted from job to job and
place to place. I even thought my life is only
worth living for her.”

Hashim came to Kuwait as a cleaner at an

Indian restaurant. He then worked as a mechanic
at a car repair shop before moving to his present
job as a security guard. 

“No, my daughter’s wasn’t a love marriage,”
Hashim quipped. “It was my innermost fear that
my daughter’s security was threatened and I
immediately asked my wife to find a boy for her,
which she did faithfully”. Hashim’s daughter got
married last year and last month the family made
history when Hashim’s wife called him to say,
“Hey, you’re a grandfather now”. The proud
grandfather is eagerly waiting for the summer
vacation to see the boy who placed the young
grandfather on the ‘map of early achievers’, as
they say in his village. 

Salmiya guard a 
granddad at 37

Hashim

CORRECTION
On Page 5 of yesterday’s issue of Kuwait Times, the photographer of the images
that accompanied the story ‘Efforts to promote children’s talents in acting, singing’
was misidentified. The photographs were by Nour Bizri. We regret the error.

KUWAIT: A group of Kuwaiti women - members of the ‘Watan Annahar Team’ -
were included in the Guinness Book of World Records 2014 for the largest cro-
chet Kuwait flag (306.2 sq m). The achievement was yesterday celebrated at
PAAET where team leader Bashayer Al-Zuwayyed said the project had started
a year earlier, taking 172 volunteers to complete the flag. — KUNA 
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By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The Naational Assembly’s commit-
tee for foreign relations yesterday rejected a
security pact ratified by other Gulf nations,
with MPs saying the government-backed
treaty is unconstitutional. Leaders of the six-
nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
approved the pact at a summit in December
2012 after it was signed by all GCC interior
ministers including Kuwait. The text paves
the way for the extradition of anyone
accused of carrying out political or security
activities against a GCC member state.

It also allows members to seek military
and security assistance from other GCC
states - Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia and the United Arab Emirates - to
counter unrest. But opponents say the pact
will undermine constitutional freedoms in
Kuwait, the first member of the GCC to have
a directly elected parliament and relatively
few restrictions on the press and public
expression. Several political groups have
held rallies warning that the pact will turn
Kuwait into a police state.

Three members of the five-strong foreign
relations committee yesterday rejected the
measure while the other two voted in
favour, panel secretary Hamdan Al-Azmi told
reporters. Azmi said that the committee
decided to vote without waiting for the
opinion of the Assembly’s constitutional
experts. He said the experts were given one

month to provide their constitutional opin-
ion on the issue but failed and demanded an
extension, which the committee refused and
decided to vote. The panel referred the issue
to parliament for a final decision, Azmi
added. Parliament is not expected to debate
the issue until late October. 

Parliament, which is dominated by pro-
government MPs but also includes several
opposition MPs, can approve the pact but
the panel’s decision is an indication of the
mounting rejection in Kuwait to the contro-
versial treaty. Since early 2006, Kuwait has
been in almost continuous political crisis,
with a dozen cabinets quitting and parlia-
ment dissolved six times. But since July par-
liamentary elections, tensions have subsided

as parliament and government opt for coop-
eration. 

Separately, MP Safa Al-Hashem caused an
uproar yesterday by claiming that a number
of ministers told some MPs that if  the
Assembly approves the controversial chil-
dren’s allowance draft law, the government
would submit a no-cooperation letter, which
means a request to dissolve the Assembly.
But several MPs denied Hashem’s statement,
with MP Hamad Al-Harshani describing it as
“lies” and MPs Adnan Abdulsamad and
Abdullah Al-Turaiji insisting it did not hap-
pen. Assembly Speaker Marzouk Al-Ghanem
denied on Wednesday that there were any
threats to dissolve the Assembly to stop MPs
from passing the children’s allowance law.

Assembly panel rejects Gulf security pact

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Police will no longer be able to
deport expatriates without interior min-
istry approval under new rules published
yesterday after officers expelled thou-
sands over the past year. The Kuwait
Society for Human Rights (KSHR) said the
move was a “step in the right direction”
to protect the rights of the state’s 2.7 mil-
lion expatriates, although it fell short of
activists’ calls for an end to all deporta-
tions not ordered by the courts.

In April, last year Kuwait made a range
of traffic offences punishable by deporta-
tion, including driving without a licence,
a document impossible for many expats
to obtain. Thousands of people have
since been deported on the authority of
a senior police officer, but in future all
expulsion orders will have to be counter-
signed by the interior ministry undersec-
retary Lt Gen Sulaiman Al-Fahad.
Previously, any high-ranking police offi-
cer could have signed the deportation

order of any expatriate without the need
of a court verdict.

“The decision is a step in the right
direction to improve the situation of
immigrant workers who were harmed by
oppressive decisions taken in violation of
international rights treaties signed by
Kuwait,” KSHR chief Khaled Al-Ajmi said.
The decision however does not meet
demands by human rights activists that
deportation of foreigner residents in
Kuwait must be made in accordance of a
court order only and not through so-
called administrative deportation. 

Expatriates make up 69 percent of
Kuwait’s 3.9 million population, greatly
outnumbering its 1.2 million citizens. In
April last year, Social Affairs and Labour
Minister Thekra Al-Rasheedi said the
state planned to deport around 100,000
expatriates every year for the next
decade to reduce the number of foreign-
ers living in the state by one million. She
did not say what measures she would
adopt to carry out the plan. 

MoI curbs police 
powers to deport

Rights body hails move

KUWAIT: A policeman checks the IDs of passengers on a public bus. —Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh

KUWAIT: Narcotics detectives confiscated a shipment of
psychotropic pills arriving by sea, security sources said,
noting that an initial assessment of the total number of
pills was 3.5 million. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun 

NAPLES: Italian police arrested a former member of Silvio
Berlusconi’s government, accusing him of colluding with the
mafia to quash competition against his family’s petrol distri-
bution business near Naples, officials said yesterday. Nicola
Cosentino, an undersecretary in the Economy Ministry from
2008-2010 and the ex-boss of Berlusconi’s party in the region
around Naples, was arrested along with 12 others on suspi-
cion of extortion and unfair competitive practices.

Among those arrested were two employees of the Italian
unit of Kuwait Petroleum International (known by its trade-
mark Q8), which refines and distributes petroleum products
around the world for the state of Kuwait. The employees were
complicit in favouring the Cosentino family business, prosecu-
tors say. The company had no immediate comment, but said
it planned to release a statement later.

The Italian mob has always sought alliances with business
and political leaders, even at the highest levels. Seven-time
Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti was acquitted of mafia
charges, but found to have had ties to the Sicilian Mafia’s top
bosses before 1980. Berlusconi himself has been investigated,
though never tried, for ties to organised crime. In a statement,
Naples anti-mafia prosecutors say Cosentino, his two brothers
Giovanni and Antonio, and two brothers of mob boss Antonio
Zagaria set up a “criminal system” to control the local petrol
distribution market.

Cosentino used his political sway in local administrative
offices to favour his family business and create bureaucratic
obstacles for the competition, while the mob intimidated
and extorted petrol distributors not owned or supplied by
Cosentino’s company, prosecutors said. Cosentino had a
“stable relationship based on common interests” with mem-
bers of the local mafia, known as the Casalesi clan, prosecu-
tors said in a statement released after the arrests. Two
Cosentino lawyers did not immediately respond to calls for
comment. — Reuters 

Employees of
Italian unit of

Q8 arrested

KUWAIT: The Kuwait National Petroleum
Company (KNPC) has launched a commer-
cial online portal to ensure optimal out-
reach and communication with commer-
cial partners and suppliers. The company
said in a press statement yesterday that
Chief Executive Officer Mohammad Ghazi
Al-Mutairi has officially launched the com-
mercial portal in a big ceremony attended
by several top KNPC officials.

During the ceremony, Mutairi sent
messages to over 7,000 companies across
the globe informing them about the new
portal launching and briefing them about
the services it offer. The portal will be used
to publish the company’s tenders and
receive bids. It  will  also publish the
required documents for participating in
tenders.—KUNA

KNPC launches 
website for bids



18
Scenarios in
Afghan 
high-stakes
election17

Musharraf 
survives an
assassination
attempt16

Woman tells
about 
fatal shoe 
stabbing

FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2014 

FORT HOOD: A US soldier with mental health
issues shot dead three people and injured at
least 16 on Wednesday before shooting him-
self at an army base in Fort Hood, Texas, the
site of another deadly rampage in 2009, US
military officials said. The soldier, who was
being treated for depression and anxiety,
went to two buildings on the base and
opened fire before he was confronted by mili-
tary police, Fort Hood commanding officer
Lieutenant General Mark Milley said.

The gunman, whose motive remains
unknown, then shot himself in the head with
a .45-caliber pistol, he said. “At this time there
is no indication that this incident is related to
terrorism,” Milley told a news conference. The
rampage is the third shooting at a military
base in the United States in about six months
that, along with a series of shootings in public
places, such as schools and malls, has sparked
a national debate over gun control regula-
tions.

Security officials said preliminary informa-
tion identified the gunman as Ivan Lopez but
Milley declined to identify the shooter, who is
married, until his family was notified. The sus-
pect’s wife was cooperating with law enforce-
ment officers, a Federal Bureau of
Investigation official said, according to CNN.
The shooter had served for four months in
Iraq in 2011, Milley said, and was undergoing

evaluation for post-traumatic stress disorder.
He arrived in Fort Hood, one of the largest US
Army bases, in February from another military
installation.

The Scott & White Hospital in Temple,
Texas, where some of the wounded were tak-
en, said nine patients were in intensive care,
three in critical condition and six in stable
condition.  Other victims were taken to Fort
Hood’s Carl R. Darnall Army Medical Center,
near where the shooting took place. US
President Barack Obama said he was “heart-
broken” that another shooting had occurred
at the Fort Hood Army base. “We are going to
get to the bottom of exactly what happened,”
Obama said. “We’re heartbroken that some-
thing like this might have happened again.”

The latest shooting at Fort Hood is throw-
ing a spotlight on the US military’s so-far frus-
trated efforts to secure its bases from poten-
tial shooters, who increasingly appear to see
the facilities as attractive targets. The shoot-
ing started at about 4 pm local time (2100
GMT) and put Fort Hood on immediate lock-
down. Milley said the shooter walked into one
of the unit buildings, opened fire, then got
into a vehicle and fired from there. He then
went into another building and opened fire
again, until he was engaged by Fort Hood law
enforcement officers.

When confronted by a female military

police officer, he shot himself with his semi-
automatic weapon in the parking lot. “He was
approaching her at about 20 feet. He put his
hands up, then reached under his jacket,
pulled out the (.45) and she pulled out her
weapon and then she engaged, and he then
he put the weapon to his head,” Milley said.
One of the buildings housed medical brigade
day-to-day operations and the other, nearby,
served the administration of the transporta-
tion battalion. All the dead and wounded
were military personnel.

As soon as the shooting broke out, police
secured the base perimeter, emergency vehi-
cles rushed to the scene, helicopters circled
Fort Hood and officers went from building to
building searching for the shooter. “We’re
camping out. ... The only guidance we’ve
been given is to hunker down,” a Fort Hood
soldier who answered the phone at a building
near the shooting told the Austin American-
Statesman. Central Texas College ordered an
immediate evacuation of all students and
staff and canceled classes at its Fort Hood
campus. “It’s a terrible tragedy. We know that.
We know there are casualties, both people
killed and injured,” Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel said.

Violence repeated
The violence echoed the rampage of 2009,

when a former army psychiatrist shot dead 13
people and wounded 32 others in a shooting
spree at Fort Hood, a base from where sol-
diers prepare to deploy to Iraq and
Afghanistan. Major Nidal Hasan shouted
“Allahu Akbar”, Arabic for “God is greatest”,
during the attack and later said he wanted to
be a martyr. He was convicted and faces
death by lethal injection. In February, the US
military demolished the building where
Hasan went on his shooting spree and plans
to plant trees, install a gazebo and mark the
site with a remembrance plaque.

“It was just like a kick in the gut. It made
me sad, it made me angry. It made me want
to do something to help,” Killeen Mayor
Daniel Corbin told CNN, responding to a
question about another burst of violence on
the sprawling base. In September, a gunman
opened fire at the Washington Navy Yard,
killing 12 and wounding four before being
killed by police. Last month, a civilian shot
dead a sailor aboard a ship at a US Navy base
in Norfolk, Virginia. Hagel said the latest inci-
dent at Fort Hood showed that there were
problems that still needed to be addressed.
Last month, he ordered steps to improve
Pentagon security after reviews found the
Navy Yard shooting could have been averted
if the gunman’s mental health had been prop-
erly handled.— Reuters

Another bloodbath in Fort Hood
TEXAS: Security check vehicles are seen as they enter Fort Hood’s main gate yesterday in Fort Hood, Texas. A soldier opened fire Wednesday on fellow service members at the Fort Hood mili-
tary base, killing three people and wounding 17 before committing suicide. — AP 

US soldier kills 3, self, injures 16 at Texas army base
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ALGIERS: US Secretary of State John Kerry (center) waters a tree that he planted during a planting ceremony with
Algerian Foreign Minister Ramtane Lamamra, (center-right), at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs during a US-Algeria
Strategic Dialogue in Algiers yesterday. The US and Algeria pledged to work together to battle terrorism, Kerry paid his
first visit to the north African nation. —AFP

ALGIERS: The United States and Algeria yesterday pledged to
work together to battle terrorism, as US Secretary of State
John Kerry paid his first visit to the north African nation.
“Algeria which has paid a heavy toll to terrorism, will never
bow in front of this scourge,” Algerian Foreign Minister
Ramtane Lamamra said at the opening of strategic talks
between the two countries. “Terrorism knows no boundaries,
has no creed, no religion and targets all nations,” he added.
Jihadist violence has plagued the vast Sahel-Sahara region
since the 2011 overthrow of Libyan dictator Moamer Kadhafi,
prompting a French-led military intervention in Algeria’s
southern neighbour Mali in January last year after Al-Qaeda-
linked groups seized control of the country’s north.

But Islamist militants have also struck in Niger, Tunisia and
Algeria, where they overran a desert gas plant last year trig-
gering a bloody four-day siege that left about 40 hostages
dead. Lamamra said his country was committed to working
with all its partners “to stand in the way of this peril, and to
eradicate this scourge”. One of Algeria’s major concerns was
the situation in the Sahel where “terrorism, human-trafficking,
drug-trafficking and all kinds of criminal activities have woven
their webs,” he said.

This threatened “the stability and very existence of the
peoples and states of the area.” Kerry arrived amid tight secu-
rity late Wednesday on his first visit to Algeria since becoming
secretary of state in February 2013. “This is a time when peace
and self-determination are facing more complex threats than
ever before,” Kerry admitted. He said one of the ways to fight
terrorism was to help create jobs, establish better education
systems, and ensure stability in people’s lives. “Those who
offer the violence that comes with terrorism, don’t offer jobs,
they don’t offer education, they don’t offer health care, they
don’t have a programme to pull a country together.”

Such terror groups are in direct “confrontation with moder-
nity,” he warned. The United States, Kerry said, wanted to
partner with Algeria to build a more robust, defence relation-
ship and help secure and strengthen borders in the region.
Algeria’s independent press has questioned the timing of
Kerry’s visit, which comes as campaigning is in full swing for
an April 17 presidential election in which ailing incumbent
Abdelaziz Bouteflika is controversially seeking a fourth term.
The El Watan newspaper voiced concern that Bouteflika’s
campaign team would portray the visit as a US “endorsement”
of the 77-year-old’s re-election bid.—AFP 

US, Algeria vow to tackle terror

ANKARA: Three decades after hardline
students occupied the US embassy and
took diplomats hostage for 444 days,
many of the now middle-aged revolu-
tionaries are among the most vocal crit-
ics of Iran’s conservative establishment,
officials and analysts said. The role of the
students is back in the spotlight follow-
ing the appointment of  a  new UN
ambassador who may have participated
on the fringes of the siege, the event that
led Washington to sever ties with Tehran
shortly after the 1979 Islamic revolution.

The US State Department, which has
yet to approve a visa for  Hamid
Abutalebi, said it had raised “serious con-
cerns” with Iran about his nomination for
the post. But Iran hopes the case can be
resolved, while Abutalebi has played
down his role in the hostage crisis, sug-
gesting he was just a translator. “He is
one of Iran’s most prominent and senior
diplomats. We hope there will  be an
agreement (to his appointment) in the
normal  way,”  I ran’s  deputy Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir Abdollahian told
reporters in Kuwait.

Abutalebi has held postings in Europe
and was appointed deputy director of
political affairs in the office of President
Hassan Rouhani in September. Friends
say that like many of his fellow former
student activists, he is now pro-reform.
But hardl ine US lawmakers said on
Tuesday they were concerned about his
selection and cal led on the Obama
administration to do what it can to pre-
vent him from taking up the post in New
York. People who know Abutalebi said
he was part of the student group that

occupied the embassy, although not
among the core act ivists  inside the
embassy who captured and held the
hostages. Lawyers for the former captive
embassy workers  have said the ex-
hostages are angry about the nomina-
tion of Abutalibi, a man they say was
involved in the crisis ,  and want him
barred from New York. But some analysts
and officials argue that with the passage
of time, most of the leaders of the 300 or
so radicals whose action galvanized
world attention have become outspoken
advocates of the need to reform Iran’s
Islamic political system. “They are simply
middle-aged Iranians who now even
advocate close ties with the West,” said a
senior Iranian official, who asked not to
be named.

Demonstrators
Some paid for their change of opinion

with arrest, seen by security hawks as a
threat. Some won prominence under for-
mer reformist President Mohammad
Khatami, but moved to the political mar-
gins under his  hardl ine successor
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. As students,
almost all of the hostage takers were
active in the revolution that overthrew
Iran’s US-backed shah. But years later,
the ranks of the hostage takers also gave
birth to a movement for reform of Iran’s
Islamic system, analysts said.

Like many ordinary Iranians, the for-
mer students opposed powerful hardlin-
ers who considered any talks about nor-
malising ties with “the Great Satan”
anathema. Many Iranians are not anti-
American. Thanks to the Internet and ille-

gal satellite television, US popular cul-
ture is influential among young Iranians.
However, the pro-reformist ex-hostage
takers are limited in their ambitions.
They are committed to the Is lamic
Revolution,  but want to reform the
establishment within that framework.

Evolution, not revolution
“They are not pro-Western, though

they support engagement with the West.
They do not want revolution but want an
evolution,” said analyst Hamid Sedghi.
Among the hostage takers were Abbas
Abdi, an adviser to Khatami, who in 1998
met former hostage Barry Rosen in Paris.
Abdi made no apology and said the past
could not be altered. Instead “we must
focus on building a better future”, he
said. In 2002 Abdi was arrested for hav-
ing carried out a poll in collaboration
with US firm Gallup which showed that
three quarters  of  Tehran’s  c it izens
favoured a thaw with Washington.

Reform leader Saeed Hajjarian sur-
vived an assassination attempt in 2000 by
unidentified people but was gravely
injured and has not recovered. Khatami’s
younger brother Mohammad Reza and
his deputy foreign minister Mohsen
Aminzadeh were also among the hostage
takers. While some of the group have dis-
appeared from politics, others are still
ardent defenders of Iran’s strict religious
rule and defiance of the international
community. “Some of them still believe
the embassy takeover helped strengthen
anti-American fervour in Iran,” said ana-
lyst Hamid Farahvashian. “But most of
them believe in reforms.”—Reuters

Age mellows captors 
of American hostages
Iran appoints new UN envoy, angers US ex-hostages

Don’t yield to pressure,
Brotherhood urges UK

DUBAI: The Muslim Brotherhood has urged Britain not to bow to
foreign pressure in conducting a review of the group over con-
cerns about possible links to violence, following its designation
by Egypt and Saudi Arabia as a terrorist organisation. In a state-
ment, the movement said that it would “openly engage” with the
review ordered by Prime Minister David Cameron but it would
challenge in the British courts “any improper attempt to restrict
its activity”.  The Brotherhood, a movement whose affiliated
groups have deep roots in many Arab and Islamic states, said it
was concerned that Britain’s ambassador to Saudi Arabia, John
Jenkins, would be leading the review, the statement issued late
on Wednesday said. Saudi Arabia, a commercial ally of Britain and
staunch foe of the Brotherhood, designated the group a terrorist
organisation last month following a similar move by Egypt in
December. “It is important that the British government does not
bend to pressure from foreign governments who are concerned
about their own people’s quest for democracy,” the statement
released by the Brotherhood’s press office in London said. “It is
hard to see how Sir John Jenkins will be able to conduct an inde-
pendent internal review of the Muslim Brotherhood and carry his
brief as Ambassador to a non-democratic regime that is openly in
political opposition to the Muslim Brotherhood.” Riyadh has giv-
en the Egyptian army, which deposed Islamist President
Mohamed Mursi last year after mass protests against his rule, bil-
lions of dollars to support the beleaguered economy. When
asked why Jenkins was leading the review, a spokeswoman for
Cameron said on Tuesday it was because it would focus on the
group across the region, not just Egypt, and Jenkins had deep
knowledge of the Middle East. 

The Brotherhood gained political power in some Arab nations
after the 2011 uprisings that toppled autocratic rulers. But the
group has since been crushed in Egypt after the military over-
threw Mursi in July and been subjected to a wave of prosecutions
and jailings in Gulf Arab kingdoms leery of any spread of Islamist
influence since the Arab Spring uprisings.—Reuters
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JERUSALEM: A frustrated US secretary of state
demanded yesterday action from recalcitrant
Israeli and Palestinian leaders, saying it was
time for them to demonstrate leadership in the
crisis-hit peace talks. But John Kerry acknowl-
edged in Algiers that negotiators from the two
sides had made “progress” in lengthy overnight
talks in Jerusalem, also attended by the
Americans. More than a year of intensive Kerry
shuttle diplomacy appeared to be on the brink
of collapse this week after Israel announced a
fresh wave of settlement tenders and the
Palestinians resumed moves to seek interna-
tional recognition for their promised state.
Washington expressed disappointment,
describing them as “unhelpful,  unilateral
actions,” but insisted diplomacy still had a

chance. Speaking yesterday morning during a
visit to Algeria, Kerry threw down the gauntlet
to both sides, telling them it was time for com-
promise at what he called a “critical moment” in
the peace talks. “You can facilitate, you can
push, you can nudge, but the parties them-
selves have to make fundamental decisions to
compromise,” he said, showing clear signs of
frustration. “The leaders have to lead, and they
have to be able to see a moment when it’s
there,” he added, showing signs of frustration
after his months-long peace efforts appeared to
be in tatters.

‘Progress, but gap remains’
But he said negotiators had made progress

in trying to chart a path forward during a meet-

ing that ran until 4:00 am. “There is still a gap
and that gap needs to close fairly soon,” he said.
Ahead of the talks among US special envoy
Martin Indyk, chief Israeli negotiator Tzipi Livni
and her Palestinian counterpart, Saeb Erakat,
Kerry had spoken by phone with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian
president Mahmud Abbas, a US official said.
Kerry said he would speak to both leaders
again. “We are urging them to find the compro-
mise that is critical to being able to move for-
ward,” he said. “The fight right now, the dis-
agreement.. (is over) what you need to do in
order to be able to continue to negotiate.” The
current crisis was triggered by Israel’s refusal to
release 26 Palestinian prisoners at the weekend,
angering the Palestinians.

In response, Ramallah formally requested
accession to several international treaties in a
bid to unilaterally further the Palestinian state-
hood claim. Each side accused the other of vio-
lating undertakings given when the current
talks were launched under Kerry’s sponsorship
last July. And the moves dealt a hammer blow
to Kerry’s frenetic efforts to broker an extension
of the negotiations beyond their original April
29 deadline.

Despite the treaty move, Palestinian foreign
minister Riyad Al-Malki insisted that Abbas
remained committed to the US peace efforts.
“This action does not detract from the impor-
tance of negotiations. We are still committed to
these talks,” he said Wednesday after present-
ing the request on the treaties.—AFP 

US demands action from recalcitrant Israeli, Palestinian leaders 
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WASHINGTON: The US government masterminded the creation
of a “Cuban Twitter” a communications network designed to
undermine the communist government in Cuba, built with secret
shell companies and financed through foreign banks, The
Associated Press has learned. The project, which lasted more than
two years and drew tens of thousands of subscribers, sought to
evade Cuba’s stranglehold on the Internet with a primitive social
media platform. First, the network would build a Cuban audience,
mostly young people; then, the plan was to push them toward dis-
sent.

Yet its users were neither aware it was created by a US agency
with ties to the State Department, nor that American contractors
were gathering personal data about them, in the hope that the
information might be used someday for political purposes. It is
unclear whether the scheme was legal under US law, which
requires written authorization of covert action by the president
and congressional notification. Officials at USAID would not say
who had approved the program or whether the White House was
aware of it. The Cuban government declined a request for com-
ment.

At minimum, details uncovered by the AP appear to muddy the
US Agency for International Development’s longstanding claims
that it does not conduct covert actions, and could undermine the
agency’s mission to deliver aid to the world’s poor and vulnerable
- an effort that requires the trust and cooperation of foreign gov-
ernments. USAID and its contractors went to extensive lengths to
conceal Washington’s ties to the project, according to interviews
and documents obtained by the AP. They set up front companies
in Spain and the Cayman Islands to hide the money trail, and
recruited CEOs without telling them they would be working on a
US taxpayer-funded project.

‘ZunZuneo’
“There will be absolutely no mention of United States govern-

ment involvement,” according to a 2010 memo from Mobile
Accord Inc, one of the project’s creators. “This is absolutely crucial
for the long-term success of the service and to ensure the success
of the Mission.” The project, dubbed “ZunZuneo,” slang for a
Cuban hummingbird’s tweet, was publicly launched shortly after
the 2009 arrest in Cuba of American contractor Alan Gross. He was
imprisoned after traveling repeatedly to the country on a separate,
clandestine USAID mission to expand Internet access using sensi-
tive technology that only governments use.

USAID said in a statement that it is “proud of its work in Cuba to
provide basic humanitarian assistance, promote human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and to help information flow more freely
to the Cuban people,” whom it said “have lived under an authori-
tarian regime” for 50 years. The agency said its work was found to
be “consistent with US law.” Sen Patrick Leahy, D-Vt, and chairman
of the Appropriations Committee’s State Department and foreign
operations subcommittee, said the ZunZuneo revelations were
troubling. “There is the risk to young, unsuspecting Cuban cell-

phone users who had no idea this was a US government-funded
activity,” he said. 

Clandestine nature
“There is the clandestine nature of the program that was not

disclosed to the appropriations subcommittee with oversight
responsibility. And there is the fact that it was apparently activated

shortly after Alan Gross, a USAID subcontractor who was sent to
Cuba to help provide citizens access to the Internet, was arrested.”
The AP obtained more than 1,000 pages of documents about the
project’s development. It independently verified the project’s
scope and details in the documents through publicly available
databases, government sources and interviews with those
involved in ZunZuneo.

ZunZuneo would seem to be a throwback from Cold War, and
the decades-long struggle between the United States and Cuba. It
came at a time when the historically sour relationship between the
countries had improved, at least marginally, and Cuba had made
tentative steps toward a more market-based economy. The social
media project began development in 2009 after Washington-
based Creative Associates International obtained a half-million
Cuban cellphone numbers. It was unclear to the AP how the num-
bers were obtained, although documents indicate they were done
so illicitly from a key source inside the country’s state-run provider.
Project organizers used those numbers to start a subscriber base.

ZunZuneo’s organizers wanted the social network to grow
slowly to avoid detection by the Cuban government. Eventually,
documents and interviews reveal, they hoped the network would
reach critical mass so that dissidents could organize “smart mobs”
- mass gatherings called at a moment’s notice - that could trigger

political demonstrations, or “renegotiate the balance of power
between the state and society.” The Cuban government has a tight
grip on information, and the country’s leaders view the Internet as
a “wild colt” that “should be tamed.” ZunZuneo’s leaders planned
to push Cuba “out of a stalemate through tactical and temporary
initiatives, and get the transition process going again toward dem-
ocratic change.”

At a 2011 speech at George Washington University, Secretary
of State Hillary Rodham Clinton said the US helps people in
“oppressive Internet environments get around filters.” Noting
Tunisia’s role in the Arab Spring, she said people used technology
to help “fuel a movement that led to revolutionary change.”
Suzanne Hall, then a State Department official working on
Clinton’s social media efforts, helped spearhead an attempt to get
Twitter founder Jack Dorsey to take over the ZunZuneo project.
Dorsey declined to comment. 

The estimated $1.6 million spent on ZunZuneo was publicly
earmarked for an unspecified project in Pakistan, public govern-
ment data show, but those documents don’t reveal where the
funds were actually spent. ZunZuneo’s organizers worked hard to
create a network that looked like a legitimate business, including
the creation of a companion website - and marketing campaign -
so users could subscribe and send their own text messages to
groups of their choice.

“Mock ad banners will give it the appearance of a commercial
enterprise,” one written proposal obtained by the AP said. Behind
the scenes, ZunZuneo’s computers were also storing and analyz-
ing subscribers’ messages and other demographic information,
including gender, age, “receptiveness” and “political tendencies.”
USAID believed the demographics on dissent could help it target
its other Cuba programs and “maximize our possibilities to extend
our reach.” “It was such a marvelous thing,” said Ernesto Guerra, a
Cuban user who never suspected his beloved network had ties to
Washington. “How was I supposed to realize that?” Guerra asked in
an interview in Havana. “It’s not like there was a sign saying,
‘Welcome to ZunZuneo, brought to you by USAID.’”

Executives set up a corporation in Spain and an operating com-
pany in the Cayman Islands - a well-known British offshore tax
haven - to pay the company’s bills so the “money trail will not
trace back to America,” a strategy memo said. That would have
been a catastrophic blow, they concluded, because it would
undermine the service’s credibility with subscribers and get shut
down by the Cuban government. Similarly, subscribers’ messages
were funneled through two other countries - but never through
American-based computer servers. Denver-based Mobile Accord
considered at least a dozen candidates to head the European front
company. One candidate, Francoise de Valera, told the AP she was
told nothing about Cuba or US involvement.

James Eberhard, Mobile Accord’s CEO and a key player in the
project’s development, declined to comment. Creative Associates
referred questions to USAID. For more than two years, ZunZuneo
grew and reached at least 40,000 subscribers.—AP

US secretly built ‘Cuban Twitter’ to stir unrest
Network designed to undermine communist govt

CAMAJUANI: A woman uses her cellphone in Camajuani,
Cuba.  — AP 

JAKARTA: Indonesian President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono delivers a speech during a legislative cam-
paign in Jakarta yesterday. Indonesia’s main opposition
party is set to win a convincing victory at legislative elec-
tions next week, boosted by the nomination of the popu-
lar Jakarta governor as their presidential candidate, a poll
showed. — AFP 

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s military is con-
cerned that a rebalancing of power in
the Asia-Pacific is driving an arms race in
the region and that increasingly tetchy
territorial disputes could trigger conflict,
its armed forces chief said. In an inter-
view with Reuters, military commander
Moeldoko did not single out China for
criticism, but his comments are the lat-
est from regional officials that suggest
there are growing fears over China’s
assertiveness and military modernisa-
tion.

“We are definitely worried because
there is a trend happening in the region
right now and that is an arms race,
between ASEAN (the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) countries
themselves and between major pow-
ers,” he said late on Wednesday.
According to IHS Jane’s, a defence pub-
lisher, the Asia-Pacific region is the only

part of the world to see military spend-
ing grow steadily since 2008. China is
believed to have more than quadrupled
its military spending since 2000 and by
2015 is expected to be outspending
Britain, France and Germany combined.
Even with Chinese spending stripped
out, the rest of the Asia-Pacific region is
seen overtaking the whole of Western
Europe by the same date.

Moeldoko said it was important that
what he called a rebalancing of power in
Asia as well as efforts by the United
States to step up its military presence in
the region did not create “provoca-
tions”. He also said the Indonesian mili-
tary was constantly assessing the risk to
the country’s oil- and gas-rich Natuna
Islands close to an area of the South
China Sea claimed by Beijing but insist-
ed that Jakarta remained neutral in the
conflicting claims over sovereignty in

the region. “We always need to evaluate
the forces that are deployed in and
around the Natuna region. We have to
consider any spillover that emerges
which we will have to deal with,” he
said. The Natuna Islands lie close to
China’s so-called nine-dash-line, which
Beijing uses on its official maps to dis-
play its claim to 90 percent of the South
China Sea. The Philippines, Vietnam,
Malaysia, Brunei and Taiwan also claim
parts of the potentially resource rich
waters. Indonesia has long played a neu-
tral role and sought to mediate in the
disputes, although it has openly criti-
cised China’s hard-nosed approach for
inflaming regional tension. China’s
Foreign Ministry issued a statement on
Wednesday saying Beijing had no dis-
pute with Jakarta over the Natuna
Islands in response to some reports that
a row might be brewing.— Reuters

Indonesia worries over 
Asia arms race, tensions
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VATICAN CITY: Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II walks with Pope Francis during their first meeting at the Vatican yesterday. —AFP 

VATICAN CITY: Queen Elizabeth II flew to
Rome yesterday to meet Pope Francis for
the first time on a visit that is also the 87-
year-old monarch’s first foreign trip since
2011. Dressed in lilac and clutching a bou-
quet of flowers, the queen smiled as she
arrived at Ciampino airport, shaking hands
with dignitaries on the red carpet. The
British royal’s talks with the Argentine pope
coincide with the 32nd anniversary of the
Falklands War between Britain and
Argentina and come against a backdrop of
thorny Anglican-Catholic relations.

But British officials have played down
the prospect of any contentious debate
between the Queen, the “supreme gover-
nor” of the Church of England and
“Defender of the Faith”, and the head of the
world’s Catholics. Britain’s ambassador to
the Holy See Nigel Baker told Vatican radio
that there had been “extraordinary”
progress in Britain-Vatican and Anglican-
Catholic relations since the Queen’s corona-
tion in 1952. “She will want I think to under-
stand from Pope Francis how he sees the
role of faith in the world,” he said. On the
Falklands War, he said: “The Vatican has
been clear with us, including in the last
week and at a very senior level, that their
long-standing position of neutrality on this
issue remains in force”.

The Queen was accompanied by her 92-

year-old husband Prince Philip and the roy-
al couple will first have lunch with Italian
President Giorgio Napolitano and then
head for the audience with Pope Francis at
1300 GMT. Their last foreign trip was to
Australia in 2011, and the one-day visit to
Rome and the Vatican will last only a few
hours, without much of the pomp usually
associated with royal travel to avoid tiring
the ageing royals.

Francis will be the fifth pope she has
met, starting with Pius XII in 1951 when she
was still a princess.

The queen has also met John XXIII, John
Paul II and now pope emeritus Benedict
XVI, who stepped down last year. Their last
foreign trip was to Australia in 2011, and
the one-day visit to Rome and the Vatican
will last only a few hours, without much of
the pomp usually associated with royal
travel to avoid tiring the ageing royals.
While the talks are likely to be purely for-
mal, Anglican-Catholic ties are an issue
because of resentment in Britain over the
Vatican’s move to bring conservative
Anglican priests who dissented from the
Church of England over female ordination.

But relations between Pope Francis and
the Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby,
the spiritual leader of the Church of
England, are cordial and the two met in
2013 and are expected to hold talks later

this year. The Anglican church, which sepa-
rated from Rome in the 16th century, has
around 80 million faithful compared with
the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics.

‘White smoke over Falklands’
Another potentially divisive issue is over

the British-ruled Falkland Islands-referred to
in Argentina as the Malvinas-to which Latin
America’s first pope has shown he is sensi-
tive by once referring to them as “ours”
before becoming pope. He also said Britain
had “usurped” the islands. Francis last
month met a group of 12 Argentine war
veterans holding a placard for “peace in the
South Atlantic” during a general audience
in St Peter’s Square.  Argentine forces
invaded the islands on April 2, 1982, but
were forced to surrender in June after
British forces recaptured them in fighting
that left 649 Argentinians, 255 British and
three islanders dead. Following Pope
Francis’s election last year, British Prime
Minister David Cameron said he “respect-
fully” disagreed with the pope, after a refer-
endum, also in 2013, in which 99.8 percent
of Falkland Islanders voted in favour of
remaining British. “The white smoke over
the Falklands was pretty clear,” he quipped-
a reference to the smoke signal used by car-
dinals in the Sistine Chapel to show that a
new pope has been elected.—AFP 

2 sovereigns in Rome
British Queen Elizabeth visits pope

LONDON: He may still be in nappies but Prince George
embarks on his first official tour this weekend as Britain’s
younger royals ride a wave of popularity that is expected
to dampen republican movements in Australia and New
Zealand. The eight-month-old prince, third-in-line to the
British throne, will accompany his parents the Duke and
Duchess of Cambridge on a three-week tour of the two
former British colonies. His first official event is expected
to be at a parent and baby group on April  9 at
Government House in Wellington, the New Zealand capi-
tal, the residence where his father, Prince William,
crawled for the first time during a royal tour in 1983.

William and his wife Kate will also mark a century since
the outbreak of World War One by paying tribute to both
countries’ war dead before leaving on April 25. Queen
Elizabeth, who turns 88 this month, is scaling back her
workload and the younger royals - William and his party-
loving brother Harry - are taking on more duties as is their
father and heir apparent Prince Charles. Monarchists in
Australia said the visit takes place at an interesting time,
with Prime Minister Tony Abbott bringing back an oath of
allegiance to the Queen when he was sworn in last year
and reintroducing the honours of knight and dame.

“There’s been a resurgence in young people and pop-
ularity with the monarchy in Australia and a lot of that is
because there was a generation gap between them and
Prince Charles,” said Daniel Czech, 28, of the Australian
Monarchist League. “Now William and Harry and Kate are
taking on the duties of their father and grandmother,
people really respect them.” Following George’s birth last
July, opinion polls showed record royalist support in
Britain, with Queen Elizabeth more popular than at any
stage of her 62-year reign - a shift from 1997 when popu-
larity slumped after the death Princess Diana, William and
Harry’s mother.

The Queen remains head of state of Australia and New
Zealand and 13 other former British colonies. Republicans
want to end this constitutional monarchy but have failed
to stop rising royalist support since the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee in 2012. A ReachTEL poll in February found only
39 percent of Australians now favour a republic, a 20-year
low, while in New Zealand the figure is slightly higher at
42 percent.

New Zealand republicans have said little about the vis-
it but said the prospect of a change in New Zealand’s flag
is a milestone for their own identity. Prime Minister John
Key last month promised to hold a referendum on chang-
ing the national flag, which has Britain’s Union Jack in one
corner, if he wins a third term in September. Australia
ruled out changing its flag and its republicans acknowl-
edge that no change in its link to Britain is imminent. “It’s
beyond due but the question is what’s the natural time
for this to happen and most Australians tell us that the
most natural transition point is of course the end of the
Queen’s reign,” said David Morris of the Australian
Republican Movement.— Reuters

Prince George’s
first tour stifles

Australia and
NZ republicans

LONDON: British eurosceptic leader Nigel
Farage has bolstered his credentials as a cred-
ible political figure after two televised
debates with Deputy Prime Minister Nick
Clegg, commentators said yesterday. Farage’s
UK Independence Party (UKIP) was once
described by Prime Minister David Cameron
as a “bunch of fruitcakes, loonies and closet
racists”, but the debates showed that no party
can dismiss their challenge now, political
observers said.

Many had assumed that the blokeish
Farage, who enjoys regaling journalists with
stories in the pub, would be seriously exposed

in the debates with the urbane europhile
Clegg, leader of the coalition partner Liberal
Democrats. But Farage scored points with the
public by claiming that the European Union’s
open borders had turned Britain’s “white
working class” into an “underclass”. Clegg
described his opponent as a “dangerous fan-
tasist” whose opposition to issues such as gay
marriage left him out of step with modern
Britain, but the majority of viewers were
behind Farage.

Clegg also tried to attack Farage over the
UKIP leader’s reported comments that Russian
President Vladimir Putin was the foreign

leader he most admired, partly for Putin’s
“brilliant” handling of the Syrian conflict. But a
YouGov survey immediately after the hour-
long debate showed 68 percent thought
Farage had come out on top, compared to
just 27 percent who favoured Clegg. Even the
left-leaning Guardian newspaper was forced
to admit that “there is little doubt the zeit-
geist is with Farage” and that his party could
even win in European elections in May.

Another commentator, Toby Young, wrote
on the website of the conservative Daily
Telegraph newspaper that Farage had won
“convincingly” and suggested his seemingly

unscripted demeanour served him well in TV
debates compared to his rivals. “Television
rewards people who are comfortable enough
in their own skin to just be themselves... and
Farage is the only party leader who has that
quality,” he said. The Liberal Democrats are
defending 12 of Britain’s 73 seats in the
European Parliament, while UKIP has nine. At
the last European elections in 2009, UKIP
came second and the Lib Dems fourth. But
Farage’s big challenge remains making a
breakthrough in the British general election in
May 2015 - UKIP does not currently have a sin-
gle seat in the House of Commons.—AFP 

TV debates boost eurosceptic leader
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TRIPOLI: The number of Syrian refugees
who have fled to Lebanon officially
topped 1 million yesterday, highlighting
the growing humanitarian catastrophe
caused by Syria’s civil war and the huge
burden placed on its poorly prepared
neighbours. The United Nations refugee
agency UNHCR marked what it called a
devastating milestone by formally regis-
tering a 18-year-old student from the
city of Homs as the millionth refugee at
a ceremony in Lebanon’s Mediterranean
city of Tripoli. After three years of con-
flict sparked by protests against
President Bashar Al-Assad’s autocratic
rule, Syria’s war has caused one of the
greatest upheavals seen in the Middle
East - and one which shows no sign of
abating.

With a population of just 4 million,
Lebanon now has the highest per capita
concentration of refugees worldwide, an
influx which the government has
described as an existential threat in a
country scarred by its own volatile histo-
ry. School-aged refugees eclipse the
number of Lebanese children in the
country’s state schools, the UN says, and
2,500 new refugees are registered every
day. “The extent of the human tragedy is
not just the recitation of numbers,”
UNHCR representative Ninette Kelley
told reporters in Tripoli. “Each one of
these numbers represents a human life
who ... have lost their homes, their fami-
ly members, their sense of future.”

Syrians have also fled to Turkey, Iraq,
Jordan and Egypt, and the official total
of 2.6 million refugees - which under-
states the scale of the exodus - means
Syrians will soon overtake Afghans as
the world’s biggest refugee population.
Many millions more have been dis-
placed inside Syria, and the pace has
only accelerated in the last 12 months.
In April 2013, two years after the Syrian
crisis erupted, there were 356,000
refugees in Lebanon. That number has
nearly tripled in the last 12 months. “The
influx of a million refugees would be
massive in any country. For Lebanon, a
small nation beset by internal difficul-
ties, the impact is staggering,” UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Antonio
Guterres said in a statement.

Bloodshed, lack of funds
Alongside the wave of refugees

spilling over from Syria have come out-
breaks of violence in Lebanon, where
sectarian divisions reflect those of its
larger neighbour. Bombings and rocket
attacks from the capital of Beirut to the
Bekaa Valley and deadly street fights in
Tripoli between Sunni Muslims who
mainly support Syria’s rebels and
Alawites who back Assad have all shak-
en Lebanon’s stability. The bloodshed
has contributed to a sharp fall in eco-
nomic growth just as the refugee
arrivals have put extra demand on serv-
ices such as power, water, education

and health facilities. 
The World Bank says Lebanon’s small

economy is losing $900 million a year as
a direct result of the crisis. A regional
appeal for $1.7 billion in 2014 to help
the refugees is only 14-percent funded,
forcing UNHCR and other aid agencies
to focus help on only the most pressing
cases. The human cost of that funding
shortfall was highlighted in March when
refugee Mariam al-Khawli, who fled
Syria with her husband and four chil-
dren two years ago, set herself on fire in
frustration at living for six months with-
out the food and cash lifeline provided
by the United Nations.

Khawli’s family relied on the aid
because her husband has a lung abscess
and cannot work and three of her chil-
dren have blood conditions. Her doctor
said Khawli now has 70 percent burns
and will need months of treatment if she
survives. The United Nations says the
need to support Lebanon is growing
more urgent, not only for humanitarian
reasons but because the security of the
Middle East is at stake. “International
support to government institutions and
local communities is at a level that,
although slowly increasing, is totally out
of proportion with what is needed,”
Guterres said. “Support to Lebanon ... is
also badly needed to stop the further
erosion of peace and security in this
fragile society, and indeed the whole
region.”— Reuters

Lebanon marks ‘devastating’ 
milestone; a million refugee
Syrians to eclipse Afghans as top refugee population

BEIRUT: The massive, chaotic influx of Syrians flee-
ing their country’s civil war has stretched the
resources of the neighboring countries taking them
in and raised fears of sectarian fighting spreading
across the region. The UN estimates there are now
more than 2.5 million Syrians registered in neighbor-
ing countries, with 47,700 more awaiting registra-
tion. In addition to those, there are hundreds of
thousands of Syrians who fled Syria and have not
registered as refugees. As the UN refugee agency
announced that the number of Syrians registered in
Lebanon exceeded the one million mark, here’s a
look at the number of Syrian refugees in neighbor-
ing countries:

LEBANON
Lebanon is now officially home to more than 1

million Syrian refugees, with many more not on the
books scattered around the country. The UNHCR
described it as a “devastating milestone” for the tiny
Arab country with about 4.5 million people of its
own. In addition to the registered refugees, there are
tens of thousands of other Syrian refugees who are
not registered and Lebanese officials estimate the
number to be as high as 400,000. Despite grave risk
to its own stability, Lebanon has kept its border
open to the refugees, but the sheer numbers are
straining health, education and housing services to
the brink of collapse.

JORDAN
Jordan is home to 588,979 registered Syrians

refugees, and the numbers are growing daily. Most
of the Syrians are staying in two organized encamp-
ments near the northern border with Syria. The larg-
er of them is Zaatari camp, with a population
exceeding 120,000, where refugees are under direct
care of the United Nations and the Jordanian gov-
ernment. There are an undetermined number of
unregistered refugees in Jordan, including many
who have moved into the country’s towns and cities.

TURKEY
Turkey has 667,556 registered Syrian refugees.

Ankara has been funding and managing the
refugees, who have been sheltered in 22 camps
complete with schools, medical centers and other
social facilities. While Turkey’s borders with Syria
remain open, the country is carefully managing the
flow of refugees, processing the new arrivals as more
accommodation facilities become available to house
them.

IRAQ
Iraq is home to more than 219,579 registered

Syrian refugees, the majority of them ethnic Kurds
from Syria who found shelter in the autonomous
Kurdish region in northern Iraq. Tens of thousands
live in a camp of tents and cinderblock shacks near
the Syrian border, while the rest have found jobs
and homes in towns across the region. The local
Iraqi Kurdish government allows them to move
around freely. Some Syrians have also sought refuge
in Iraq’s restive Western province of Anbar but the
exact number is not known. They are believed to be
mostly Sunnis who dominate the revolt against
President Bashar Assad.

EGYPT
The Egyptian capital, Cairo, is home to more than

135,841 registered Syrian refugees but officials esti-
mate there are hundreds of thousands of unregis-
tered Syrians in the country.—AP 

A look at Syrian
refugees in

neighboring
countries

HOUSTON: A Houston woman accused
of fatally stabbing her boyfriend with
her stiletto heel told detectives that her
boyfriend had attacked her first and
she didn’t realize she had hurt him until
she saw blood on the floor, according
to a police interrogation video played
for jurors on Wednesday. Ana Trujillo is
charged with murder in the death of
59-year-old Alf Stefan Andersson, a
University of Houston professor and
researcher. Authorities allege Trujillo
sat on top of Andersson and struck him
at least 25 times in the face and head
with the shoe during an argument at
his condominium last June. 

Trujillo’s attorney has told jurors his
client was defending herself. On the
third day of Trujillo’s trial, prosecutors
played a video recording of police
detectives’ interrogation of the 45-
year-old woman that took place hours
after the killing. In the video, Trujillo
told detectives that the couple
returned to Andersson’s condominium
after a night of drinking and the two
began arguing after Andersson said he
was jealous that another man had
bought her a drink that evening. She
told detectives she was just going to
see her family in Waco the next day,
but that Andersson became angry
because he thought she was going to
leave him.

“And his face got red . . .  and he
became infuriated,” Trujillo said. “And
then he came toward me, (and said)
‘You are not going to leave me, ever.’”
Trujillo said Andersson grabbed her

and the two started wrestling in a hall-
way.  She said she got away but
Andersson chased her down and got
on top of her, preventing her from
breathing. She said Andersson was
growling at her. “I was begging him to
let me go,” she said. Trujillo told detec-
tives Andersson then lost his balance
and she was able to get on top of him.
“He grabbed me. I was hitting him with
the shoe, telling him, ‘Please stop,’” she
said. Trujillo said she hit Andersson
because she knew “he was going to get
up and he was going to hurt me.”

Trujillo said she hit Andersson “a

couple of times” and then he grabbed
her hand and she lost the shoe. “At first
I didn’t know there was blood coming
out of him,” she said. “He didn’t even
seem like he was hurt.” Earlier in the
video,  Truji l lo told detectives
Andersson would drink heavily and was
mentally abusive. She said Andersson
had been like many male friends she
had who wanted to “marry me” and
turn their friendship into romance.
Trujillo said she eventually grew to care
for Andersson but resisted having sex
with him because it was like “sleeping
with my grandfather.”—AP 

Woman tells about fatal shoe stabbing

HOUSTON: Prosecutor John Jordan sets down a stiletto shoe entered into evi-
dence during the trial against Ana Lilia Trujillo in Houston. — AP 
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AMETHI: Indian villager Sunita Kori, whose house was visited by Congress Party Leader Rahul Gandhi in 2008, prepares
food inside her home in Amethi. For more than 30 years, the people of Amethi, a poor wheat-growing region dotted
with hamlets, have turned out to elect different members of India’s most famous clan. — AFP 

Faith in Gandhi dynasty wavers in family fiefdom
AMETHI: School teacher Arun Singh says he’ll vote once again for
Rahul Gandhi as his member of parliament in India’s election, but
more out of loyalty than conviction. “The roads are bad, water is
scarce and power fluctuates-not much has changed in the last 10
years,” Singh says. “Despite that everybody, including myself, will
vote for the Gandhi family, not particularly because of Rahul.”  For
more than 30 years, the people of Amethi, a poor wheat-growing
region dotted with hamlets, have turned out to elect different
members of India’s most famous clan.

Would-be prime minister Rahul Gandhi followed in his uncle,
mother and father’s footsteps in becoming the area’s member of
parliament, winning thumping victories there in 2004 and 2009.
But even here, in the most partisan of spots in Uttar Pradesh state
600 kilometres east of Delhi, echoes of the doubts raised in the
capital about the 43-year-old’s leadership can be heard. Many say
the mild-mannered bachelor is inaccessible and a rare visitor.
Others wonder what he has achieved over 10 years of represent-
ing his 1.2 million constituents. 

With some surveys predicting the worst-ever result for the rul-
ing Congress party in elections which begin on Monday, its vice-
president and unofficial prime ministerial candidate faces
unprecedented pressure. Few would predict the demise of a fami-
ly that has rebounded from defeats before, yet there are warning
signs for a bloodline that has run India for most of its 67 years
since independence. In Uttar Pradesh state elections in 2012,
Congress lost three out of five assembly seats in Amethi, and all
five in neighbouring Rae Bareli, represented by Rahul’s mother
Sonia, president of the party since 1998. 

Against dynasty rule
A recent poll found only 50 percent had a favourable view of

Rahul compared with 78 percent for election frontrunner
Narendra Modi, a hardline Hindu nationalist from the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). And as he seeks a third term in parlia-
ment, Rahul faces a challenge from a new anti-corruption party
whose candidate has been touring Amethi with a yellow truck fit-
ted with loud-speakers. “I am against the dynasty rule,” Aam
Aadmi (Common Man) Party candidate Kumar Vishwas, a well-
known poet said. “I am against the imposition of that man who
has done nothing for his constituency as well as for the country.” 

The BJP has named its candidate in Amethi as Smriti Irani, a
popular former TV personality who made her name playing a
righteous housewife in an award-winning soap opera. Despite the
competition, Rahul’s campaign manager is confident of victory.
“The Gandhi family has a relationship with this constituency for 40
years,” said Chandrakant Dubey. “They have a very close bond and
the people of Amethi understand this.” From Bollywood to busi-
ness and politics, families dominate India’s public and private
spheres and Rahul has put himself in the awkward position of
being both a critic and beneficiary of this system. He told an inter-
viewer in January he was “absolutely against the concept of
dynasty” but that “power is an instrument that can be used for
certain things”.

Not battle-hardened
Though the family name appears to weigh heavily on his

shoulders-for years many doubted his ambition-party colleagues
have little inclination to imagine a future without the Gandhi-
Nehru imprimatur. Jawaharlal Nehru was India’s first prime minis-
ter, his daughter Indira Gandhi ruled for four terms before she was
succeeded by her son Rajiv, Rahul’s father. Both Indira and Rajiv
were assassinated.None has any relation to Mohandas Gandhi, the
famed independence leader considered the father of the nation.
As the only national and secular party which contains great ideo-
logical diversity, cabinet minister and author on the family Shashi
Tharoor argues that Congress needs the Gandhis as a figurehead.

“The Congress is such a big tent that it needs a strong, unifying
leadership figure from behind whom everyone can make com-
mon cause,” he said, adding that the Nehru-Gandhi family has a
“mystique” which remained in tact. “Rahul Gandhi tends to come
across as all inclusive, all embracing and wide reaching,” he said.
What he is not, however, is well-tested or battle-hardened. The
reclusive former management consultant has declined numerous
invitations to join the cabinet over the last decade of Congress’
rule, latterly marked by corruption scandals and slowing econom-
ic growth. He has shunned the press and rarely speaks in parlia-
ment. Despite leading campaigning in recent state polls, Congress
has suffered repeated setbacks. One theory is that Rahul would
see a crushing election defeat as an opportunity to clean the
decks and purge the party of older leaders. But even in Amethi,
people like 20-year-old student Durgesh Tiwari question why he
should be given such an opportunity with power “served on a sil-
ver platter”. “He should have at least become chief minister or a
cabinet minister to show that he can do something, but he didn’t,”
said Tiwari. “He has got custom-made support because of his fam-
ily name. How easy.” — AFP 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has freed at least
sixteen Taleban prisoners with the
approval of Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif,
officials said yesterday, in a move
designed to invigorate a shaky peace
process with the militant group. The
Pakistani Taleban called a one-month
ceasefire on March 1 but said this week
they would not extend the truce because
the government was not serious about
meeting their demands. The demands
include releasing 800 prisoners the insur-
gent group describes as innocent family
members and withdrawing the army from
parts of the semi-autonomous tribal areas
along the border with Afghanistan.

The political agent of South Waziristan,
the highest government official in the
northwestern tribal region, confirmed the
government has started releasing non-
combatant prisoners to boost reconcillia-
tion efforts. “South Waziristan’s political
administration released sixteen men on
April 1,” Islam Zeb said. “They are not
major commanders. They are innocent
tribals who were arrested during different
search operations in South Waziristan in
the last two to three years.” Zeb said all
the released prisoners belonged to the
Mehsud tribe, a major Pashtun tribe living
in South Waziristan. Another 100 prisoners
on the Taleban’s list were being processed
and would be released in the next few
days, he added.

Taleban negotiators were not immedi-
ately available to comment on the releas-
es. Intelligence officials confirmed that the
prisoners were brought to the Zari Noor
army camp in Wana, the region’s main
town. The enclave on the Afghan border
was once the epicentre of a spreading
Taleban insurgency and the site of a major

military offensive in 2009 that displaced
half a million people. Security officials said
once at Wana, the prisoners were handed
over to office of the political agent, who
then released them to the Taleban.

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif personally
authorised the releases, a source in his
office said - an apparent sign the premier
is giving in to pressure from the Pakistan
Taleban and resisting those in the military

arguing for tougher military action against
militant strongholds. “But they (released
prisoners) are all non-combatant civilians.
They are not sensitive figures,” the prime
minister’s aide said. “Maybe some of them
are Taleban sympathisers but they are not
commanders and have no role in the talks
process.” “Releasing them will create
goodwill and we hope they (Taleban) will
reciprocate,” he added.—Reuters

Pakistan frees 16 
Taleban prisoners

PM seeks to revive peace talks

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s former mili-
tary ruler Pervez Musharraf, who is on
trial for treason, narrowly escaped
what police called an assassination
attempt as a roadside bomb went off
shortly before his convoy was due to
pass yesterday. The bomb was plant-
ed on Musharraf’s route from an army
hospital in Rawalpindi, where he has
been staying since January, to his
home on the outskirts of Islamabad. It
went off at around 2:00 am (2100 GMT
Wednesday). Nobody was injured and
there have so far been no claims of
responsibility. “Four kilograms (nine
pounds) of explosive device planted
in a pipeline  under a bridge exploded
around 20 minutes before the former
president was supposed to cross the
spot,” senior police official Liaqat Niazi
said.

The blast occurred at the Faizabad
interchange, which lies at the bound-
ary of the two cities, and destroyed a
footpath around two metres (seven

feet) wide. Niazi said Musharraf was
then taken home via an alternative
route. Muhammad Naeem, a
spokesman for the Islamabad police,
confirmed the incident, saying a
bomb disposal squad had cordoned
off the area after the blast and
searched for additional explosives.
“Nobody was injured in the blast,” he
said, adding Musharraf was the
intended target. 

Musharraf, who led Pakistan from
1999 to 2008, returned from self-
imposed exile in March last year to
fight in general elections, but was
barred from taking part and has faced
a barrage of legal cases including trea-
son. The Taleban also vowed to send a
squad of suicide bombers to kill him,
and security threats have prevented
Musharraf from appearing at all but
two of his treason hearings. It was the
fourth apparent attempt on the ex-
general’s l ife, with the first three
occurring while he was in office.—AFP

Musharraf survives an
assassination attempt
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ANKARA: Turkey’s government faced
growing pressure yesterday to quickly
implement a top court order to unblock
Twitter, which it had banned after cor-
ruption claims went viral on the social
media site. Prime Minister Recep Tayyip
Erdogan ordered the block on March 20
in the lead-up to last Sunday’s key local
elections, in which his party won sweep-
ing wins despite the damaging online
leaks. On Wednesday Turkey’s
Constitutional Court ruled that the
Twitter ban breached free speech, and
ordered the communications ministry
and telecoms authority to reverse it “with
immediate effect”.

The US-based micro-blogging service
reacted quickly to the ruling, tweeting:
“We welcome this Constitutional Court
ruling and hope to have Twitter access
restored in Turkey soon.” But although
the ruling by the country’s highest court
was published yesterday morning in
Turkey’s Official Gazette, by mid-morning
the service still remained unavailable in
Turkey. Sezgin Tanrikulu, a lawmaker for
the secular main opposition Republican
People’s Party, said he would lodge a
complaint unless the government abides
by the court ruling, warning that defying
it “would mean an abuse of power”.

Tanrikulu-who was among the group
that had lodged the initial challenge with
the Constitutional Court  - warned that
the ruling is “binding for everyone,
including Prime Minister Recep Tayyip

Erdogan, who does not recognise the
law”. President Abdullah Gul, a regular
Twitter user, also said the bans on the
micro-blogging service as well as on
video-sharing service YouTube should be
reversed. “The bans on Twitter and
YouTube now need to be lifted. I’ve
expressed this to the minister and to the
authorities,” Gul was quoted as saying by
Hurriyet newspaper yesterday, while on a
visit to Kuwait.

‘We will evaluate verdict’ 
A US State Department spokeswoman

had told a regular Washington media
briefing: “If there has been a court deci-
sion, we think it needs to be implement-
ed quickly, as quickly as possible”.EU
Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fule
tweeted: “Good news for freedom of
expression in Turkey: Constitutional
Court orders lifting of Twitter ban.
Looking forward to swift enforcement!”
But a lawmaker from Erdogan’s ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP)
suggested yesterday that the court ruling
may not be implemented immediately.
“It is only about individual complaints to
the Constitutional Court,” Mustafa
Sentop told CNN-Turk television, sug-
gesting that the ban may only be lifted
for the three individuals who had
launched the court complaint. “We will
evaluate the verdict.”

Telecoms regulator TIB declined to
comment when contacted by AFP. Since

December, Twitter had been used to
anonymously release a spate of audio
recordings that purported to expose cor-
ruption involving Erdogan’s relatives and
allies. The ban has been widely circum-
vented by Twitter users, who have
instead sent tweets via text message or
by adjusting their Internet settings.
Polling has shown that the Twitter and
YouTube bans, despite widespread con-
demnation from NATO allies and human
rights groups, had little effect on Erdogan
loyalists at Sunday’s elections. Research
centre Ipsos found that only 3.6 percent
of AKP supporters said they had been
affected by the Internet blocks, and three
quarters said the corruption claims had
“no effect”.

Millions of Turks approve of Erdogan,
despite criticism of a growing authoritari-
anism, because of the strong economic
growth seen during his 11-year rule, ana-
lysts say. “The Turkish economy is betting
on Erdogan as an anchor of stability, and
so are the people,” said Michael Meier of
German think-tank the Friedrich-Ebert-
Foundation. “The corruption allegations
are there, but at times of economic
growth voters are pragmatic. That’s
because there’s still enough left of the
cake to go around.” Meier added that
“Erdogan has been able to touch the
Turkish soul and pride ... To many he
embodies the dream of rising from a
poor Istanbul neighbourhood to head of
government.”—AFP 

Twitter still blocked 
despite court order
Turkey’s government faces growing pressure

KABUL: Afghanistan’s election tomorrow
will mark a new era for the country after 13
years of rule by President Hamid Karzai and
as NATO troops end their protracted war
against Taleban insurgents. US-led foreign
donors hope the vote will help vindicate
the massive military and civilian interven-
tion since 2001, while many Afghans see it
as an indicator of what lies ahead. AFP
explores some scenarios that may play out
amid much anxiety and doubt.

A ‘successful’ election
After the fraud and violence of the 2009

election, few expect a textbook democratic
process, but the United Nations has solid
expectations of what it calls a “credible,
inclusive and transparent” vote. The elec-
tion will be widely deemed a success if the
Taleban fail to pull off spectacular strikes, if
the turnout is higher than the one-third of
registered voters in 2009, and if the result
is not fundamentally undermined by fraud.
For Afghans, a new president in this sce-
nario could promote peace and reconcilia-
tion, and help the country begin to emerge
as a sovereign independent nation after
the NATO withdrawal. A successful election
would also allow the incoming president
to reset the crucial, and much battered,
relationship with the United States. Karzai
and US officials have struggled to maintain
a working relationship, and the incoming
leader could end the bitter personal enmi-
ties of recent years. A deal for a small num-
ber of US troops to stay in Afghanistan
from 2015 could be signed quickly, lessen-
ing the fear of spiralling violence and end-

ing the threat that essential aid money
could be cut off. An election result broadly
endorsed by Afghans would also enable
nations that sent troops to fight and die in
Afghanistan to say that the cost in blood
and money-was worthwhile.

Delays breed uncertainty
The vote tomorrow is likely to be the

start of a long period of deal-making,
debate and disputes before the new presi-
dent is finally inaugurated perhaps in
August-or even later. Preliminary results
from the first round are due on April 24

and a final result on May 14, nearly six
weeks after polling day. If, as predicted, no
candidate wins more than 50 percent of
the vote in the first round, the election will
then go to a run-off between the two lead-
ing contenders. The second-round vote is
scheduled for May 28, triggering another
bout of counting and fraud allegations
until the end of June, when the holy
month of Ramadan begins. The extended
timeline leaves ample opportunity for politi-
cal drama, as Karzai moves out of power and
into a new, and undefined, role as the retired
president. — AFP 

Scenarios in Afghan high-stakes election

KABUL: Afghanistan goes to the polls tomorrow with
three contenders dominating the eight-man race to
succeed President Hamid Karzai and lead the country
without the aid of NATO combat troops to fight the
Taleban. Political manoeuvring and speculation have
been fevered but with ethnic loyalties likely to play a
decisive role, few experts are willing to predict the
eventual winner.

Abdullah Abdullah
Urbane former foreign minister Abdullah Abdullah

was a member of Burhanuddin Rabbani’s government
before the Taleban era, and he made a name for him-
self abroad for his fluent English and courtly manner. A
qualified eye surgeon, he was born to an ethnic
Pashtun father and a Tajik mother. His support base is
the Tajik ethnic areas of the north and northeast. After
the fall of the Taleban in 2001, he was appointed for-
eign minister during the transitional government and
served under Karzai until he was sacked in 2006. He
came second in the 2009 election with around 30 per-
cent of the vote, triggering a run-off against Karzai but
withdrew amid allegations that Karzai supporters were
involved in massive vote fraud. On the campaign trail,
he has often warned election officials to be on guard
against a repeat of the corruption seen in 2009.
Abdullah, 53, is married with three daughters and a
son.

Ashraf Ghani
A razor-sharp academic and renowned intellectual,

64-year-old Ghani taught at several universities in the
United States during the Soviet occupation of
Afghanistan in the 1980s. He worked with the World
Bank for 11 years from 1991 and served in Kabul as spe-
cial adviser to UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi after the fall
of the Taleban. He was appointed finance minister in
Karzai’s transitional government of 2002-2004 and later
led the national security transition commission.

Ghani, who is known for his quick temper, came
fourth in the 2009 election with less than three percent
of the vote, but has performed strongly during the
campaign. He has given passionate speeches vowing
to concentrate on improving local infrastructure such
as roads, railways, dams and electricity supplies. He is a
Pashtun, the largest ethnic group in Afghanistan, and
has energised support in the south and east. Last year
he came second in a “world thinkers” poll by Prospect
magazine. He shocked many Afghans by choosing as a
running mate General Abdul Rashid Dostum, a warlord
accused of multiple human rights abuses who should
deliver the Uzbek minority vote.

Zalmai Rassoul
The softly-spoken former foreign minister became a

major contender when he emerged as the unofficial
preference of President Karzai. Karzai has vowed to not
publicly back any one runner, but his choice appeared
clear when Karzai’s brother Qayum dropped out of the
race and endorsed Rassoul. Rassoul is one of the presi-
dent’s closest loyalists, and diplomats in Kabul have
described his shot at the top job as “propelled by the
palace”. Aged 70, he was born in Kabul and is a doctor
by profession, training at a medical school in Paris. He
served as chief of staff and personal doctor to former
king Zahir Shah.  In 2002, Rassoul was minister of civil
aviation and later national security adviser to Karzai.
Rassoul is a bachelor and fluent in Dari, English, French,
Italian and Arabic. He is ethnically Pashtun but has
been criticised for his poor Pashto-language skills.
Rassoul is the only leading candidate to choose a
woman as one of his two running mates.—AFP 

3 big names go
down to the wire

in Afghan vote

BALKH PROVINCE: Afghan election workers are escorted by armed Afghan
policemen as they use donkeys to transport election materials and ballot box-
es to remote polling stations in rough districts with difficult access in Kishindih
district of Balkh Province in northern Afghanistan yesterday. — AFP 
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Microsoft reveals Siri-like
Windows Phone feature

Microsoft launches ‘Cortana’
SAN FRANCISCO: Microsoft on Wednesday took
on Apple’s Siri and Google Now with a smartphone
personal assistant dubbed “Cortana.” Windows
Phone vice president Joe Belfiore introduced
Cortana onstage at the technology titan’s annual
developers conference. “Cortana is the first truly
personal digital assistant who learns about me, and
the things that matter to me most, and knows
about the whole Internet,” Belfiore said in a presen-
tation. Cortana responds to conversationally spo-
ken requests or commands, using insights gleaned
from calendars, contact lists, online searches and
other smartphone sources to respond in a manner
akin to a real-life aide, Belfiore said. Cortana’s voice
and character is based on a popular artificial intelli-
gence character in Microsoft’s blockbuster Xbox
console video game “Halo.”

It comes as a long-awaited counter to the Siri
virtual assistant on Apple mobile devices and
Google Now capabilities in Android tablets and
smartphones. Cortana will be in a test, or beta,
mode when it becomes available in a Windows
Phone 8.1 software update, which is to begin
rolling out in the United States in coming months.
The new version of Windows Phone 8.1 should be
available on new phones beginning in late April or
early May, according to Belfiore.

Microsoft met with real-life personal assistants
while designing Cortana, which is powered behind
the scene by search engine Bing, he said. As do Siri
and Google Now, Cortana can remind users of
flights, appointments, birthdays, routes, or other
information for managing lives. “Imagine a real per-
sonal assistant, and the kinds of things you might
ask to be organized,” Belfiore said while extolling
Cortana’s capabilities. After being tested in the US,
Cortana will expand to Britain and China, and then
other countries. In a sign that Microsoft gave
Cortana a playful side, Belfiore asked the virtual
assistant to reveal the storyline of the next “Halo”
game only to be told “I’m quite certain you don’t
have the proper security clearance for that informa-
tion.”

Wooing the app makers 
Insights into updates of Windows software for

mobile devices and traditional computers came as
Microsoft wooed developers of the fun, hip, or

functional applications that strongly influence deci-
sions about what gadgets to buy. Microsoft is also
keen to entice business and consumers to remain
faithful to its computer operating system-the soft-
ware platform on which the Redmond,
Washington-based company’s fortune was built-as
it phases out support for its much-loved but aging
version Windows XP. “We have a billion-plus PCs
(personal computers) that will all be upgrading,”
freshly-minted Microsoft chief executive Satya
Nadella told the gathering of developers. “That is a
significant opportunity for any application that tar-
gets Windows.” Nadella told the gathering of
developers that Microsoft is “innovating in every
dimension” to gain momentum in lifestyles increas-
ingly revolving around mobile devices and services
offered by computers in the Internet “cloud.”

Software improvements were aimed at busi-
ness, where Microsoft products remain strong, as
well as at the booming tablet and smartphone
markets. Microsoft also used the stage to
announced that Nokia will release a set of low-
priced Windows-powered Lumia smartphones,
starting in developing markets in Asia and India
next month before gradually working its way to the
United States in July.

The move takes aim at markets being over-
looked and underserved, and breaks from trying to
slug it out with Apple iPhones and Android-pow-
ered Samsung handsets in countries where buyers
are more interested in high-end or medium-tier
devices, according to Gartner principal research
analyst Tuong Huy Nguyen. “They really needed to
move the price point of Windows devices down
market, and this seems to be a step in that direc-
tion,” Nguyen said.

“The US is essentially a two-horse market with
Apple and Samsung; they have tried to push in
with previous Lumia devices but it is hard.”
Microsoft last year announced a $7.2 billion deal
to buy Nokia’s phone business and a patent port-
folio. Former Nokia chief Stephen Elop, now a
vice president at Microsoft’s devices division, said
there was just “a short time to go” before the
acquisition is completed. Elop unveiled three
new Windows-powered Lumia models during
the opening of  the gathering of application
developers. —AFP

SAN FRANCISCO: A Nokia employee poses for a photo with a new Nokia Lumia 1520 smartphone at the More Lumia media event. — AFP

Geneva fair showcases 
all the inventions 
you need, and more
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DUBAI: A Dubai government conglomerate
behind some of the Emirate’s industrial power-
houses said yesterday it bought a “significant”
stake in the international hotel operator that runs
the Atlantis hotel on the city’s main palm-shaped
island.

Investment Corporation of Dubai said it bought
the stake in Kerzner International Holdings from
the family of its founder and several institutional
investors. Neither company disclosed the purchase
price, but an ICD official told The Associated Press
the investment company now owns a stake of
more than 40 percent.

ICD is an investment arm of the Dubai govern-
ment. The CEO of ICD, Mohammed Al-Shaibani, is
now chairman of the hotel operator, replacing
founder Sol Kerzner. Goldman Sachs and Colony
Capital also have holdings in the company.
Another state-owned Dubai firm, Istithmar World,
bought out Kerzner’s stake in the Atlantis Palm in
Dubai in 2012.

Kerzner still runs the hotel operations for the

One&Only and Atlantis brand in Dubai, as well
resorts in the Bahamas, Mauritius, Maldives, Mexico
and South Africa. A new Atlantis resort is being
planned in China. Al Shaibani said the investment
comes on the back of Dubai’s push to boost its
hotel and tourism industry as the city prepares to
host the World Expo in 2020.

“This investment reaffirms ICD’s commitment to
support the long-term growth of our domestic hos-
pitality market, a key pillar of and growth sector for
the Dubai economy,” Al-Shaibani said in a state-
ment. ICD’s holdings include the Middle East’s
biggest airline Emirates and a stake in Emaar
Properties, the builder of the world’s tallest tower,
the Burj Khalifa.

Dubai, part of the oil-rich United Arab Emirates,
has positioned itself a destination for over-the-top
luxury and opulence. Dubai also has a penchant for
monumental buildings and development projects,
notably a large area around a new airport with
hotels, housing and a new conference center to
host the world fair in six years. — AP

Dubai firm buys stake in
Kerzner’s Atlantis hotels

DUBAI: This file photo shows an avenue leading to the Atlantis hotel on the Palm
Jumeirah Island. — AP

DUBAI: Foreign funds are flowing into the United Arab
Emirates and Qatar as those markets prepare to be upgrad-
ed by global equity index compilers this year - but so far only
a few top blue chips are benefiting much, a Reuters study of
trading data shows. At the end of May, MSCI will raise the
UAE and Qatar to emerging market from frontier market sta-
tus. S&P Dow Jones Indices will do the same in September.

By putting those countries on the radar screens of inter-
national fund managers, the upgrades are expected to bring
billions of dollars of fresh money to the markets. The data
shows the inflows of funds have already begun. But it also
indicates that only a handful of stocks, such as Dubai’s Emaar
Properties and Qatar National Bank, are getting the lion’s
share of the money, while most stocks are being neglected -
a trend that may leave the top stocks vulnerable to profit-
taking in coming months.

“Possibly it is due to liquidity and free float conditions.
For stocks in the UAE and Qatar, there is quite a big differ-
ence in terms of how much is available for foreigners,” said
Simon Kitchen, director of regional strategy at EFG Hermes.
“There are large-cap stocks like Emirates NBD which foreign-
ers would like to buy but which have tight foreign owner-
ship limits. Investors are forced into a limited number of
stocks.” Another factor may be uncertainty over exactly
which individual stocks will be included in the revised MSCI
and S&P Dow Jones emerging market indexes; investors are
sticking to a few stocks which seem absolutely certain to be
chosen.

Passive
The foreign fund inflows will come in two forms. Passive

funds, which directly track MSCI and S&P Dow Jones index-
es, are expected to buy the stocks which are included in the
revised emerging market indexes, in the same weightings.
The experience of Greece, which was downgraded to
emerging market from developed market status last
November, suggests passive funds only enter markets on
the eve of index changes, EFG Hermes says.

The volume of such funds looks likely to be small; ana-
lysts at HSBC have projected MSCI-related passive inflows
into the UAE and Qatar at about $500 million for each coun-
try. Flows related to S&P Dow Jones will be smaller, fund
managers believe. EFG Hermes expects even smaller gross
MSCI-related passive inflows of about $270 million into the
UAE and $220 million into Qatar - and they would be partly
offset by outflows of some $100 million each from passive
funds tracking MSCI’s frontier index.

These numbers are not large compared to the size of the
markets; UAE bourses have a combined capitalization of

around $250 billion and Qatar’s capitalization is about $185
billion. The bigger impact will come from active funds, which
benchmark themselves against indexes more loosely and
have much more flexibility with allocations and timing; they
will be drawn by the “halo effect” of markets’ higher status.

Active fund inflows are harder to project but VTB Capital
estimates Qatar may attract as much as $2.6 billion of such
money as a result of the MSCI upgrade, with the UAE draw-
ing up to $2.3 billion. The data shows some of that money
has already arrived.  According to figures from Dubai
Financial Market, the emirate’s main stock exchange,
investors from outside the Gulf increased their holdings of
listed shares to $11.8 billion on March 16 from $8.5 billion at
the end of last year.

Part of that rise was due to higher share prices, but while
market capitalization grew 23.2 percent in that period, the
value of stocks held by foreigners jumped 38.3 percent. This
implies that foreigners invested a net $750-970 million in
Dubai, Reuters calculations indicate. Abu Dhabi’s bourse
actually saw a small net outflow in the period, mostly
because foreigners pulled $152-167 million out of First Gulf
Bank, reducing their combined stake by 1 percentage point,
the calculations show.

In Qatar, net inflows of foreign money - from all sources
including the Gulf, since Qatar does not break out the data -
totaled $790-848 million, according to Qatar Exchange and
Thomson Reuters data. In the Dubai Financial Market,
inflows from Gulf Cooperation Council countries account for
about 10-13 percent of total inflows. Assuming a similar pro-
portion in Qatar implies it attracted $688-763 million of non-
Gulf foreign money between the end of last year and mid-
March.

Active
These figures suggest there is room for substantial

inflows of active funds into the UAE and Qatar to continue at
least until the end of May, when there will be a burst of pas-
sive inflows. But it is striking how narrowly the fund inflows
to date have been focused. One huge recipient has been
Emaar, Dubai’s largest listed company, which attracted
$570-800 million - roughly three-quarters of flows into Dubai
Financial Market. Most of the rest of flows into Dubai
Financial Market were into two Kuwaiti companies with
cross-listings in Dubai: Agility and National Industries Group.
This may be because Kuwait’s weighting in the MSCI frontier
index will increase in May. Fast-growing Dubai construction
firm Arabtec received inflows of only $15-28 million as for-
eign investors’ holdings in it grew to 36.7 percent from 36.1
percent. —Reuters

Foreigners target key 
UAE, Qatar blue chips 

Active fund inflows total over $1.5bn so far

ECB dismisses
deflation fears

BRUSSELS: The European Central Bank yesterday dismissed fears that con-
sumer prices might fall in the 18-nation euro-zone, a situation that would drag
down the economy. It stressed, however, that it is ready to act in new ways if
needed. Another drop in the inflation rate in March, to 0.5 percent, raised con-
cerns the euro-zone might slip into deflation, when consumers put off pur-
chases in hopes of bargains later and companies cut prices to entice buyers.
Such a downward spiral can snuff out economic growth for years. After the
ECB decided to leave its main interest rate at a record-low 0.25 percent and
not provide any further stimulus, President Mario Draghi noted the inflation
figures are consistent with the bank’s forecasts of a “prolonged period of low
inflation.” But to show it is not complacent about the danger, the central bank
beefed up its rhetoric.

Draghi said the ECB’s governing council is “unanimous” in its determina-
tion to maintain a highly accommodative monetary policy stance and is ready
to use “also unconventional measures ...  to cope with the risk of a too pro-
longed period of inflation.” Such measures could include a new round of
cheap loans to banks or large-scale purchases of financial assets, as the US
Federal Reserve has done. That would increase the amount of money in the
economy and aim to lower market interest rates and stoke inflation. But such
a move faces legal, political and technical obstacles.

The ECB could also trim its deposit rate below zero, effectively penalizing
banks for holding money at the ECB instead of lending it out in the economy.
Draghi said the recent inflation data mean the ECB must be vigilant, but that it
sticks to its forecast that the euro-zone will not see deflation. “We don’t see
the risk of deflation as having increased,” Draghi said. The ECB chief noted the
unexpectedly low inflation data for March was also influenced by seasonal fac-
tors, meaning the rate may well rise next month.

For the central bank to act on the data, “we need more info whether there
has been a change in the medium-term outlook,” he said. In Europe, the infla-
tion rate is the main driver of monetary policy decisions - unlike in the United
States where the Federal Reserve also takes unemployment figures into
account. The ECB aims to keep inflation close to but just below 2 percent.—AP

LISBON: Protesters shout slogans outside the Portuguese parliament,
during a demonstration by Portuguese policemen and other security
forces against salary cuts and other austerity measures. — AP 
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GENEVA: Taiwanese inventor Tseng Chung-Chih presents his creation — a medical oral
protector for emergency endotracheal intubation that avoids wounding the patient.

A man presents an electric folding scooter that can help with
urban mobility issue during the opening day of the
International Exhibition of Inventions of Geneva. — AFP photos  

GENEVA: His eyes hidden by sunglasses, the soft-spoken African
gestured at the model camel on his table, its hump hidden by a
mysterious contraption topped with a windmill. “I’m the only
Chadian with five patented inventions to his name,” Oumar
Ayoumbaye said proudly, before pitching his low-tech, camel-
borne air conditioning unit which he says could revolutionize
desert life. “It’s an extra flat aircon unit that’s energy independent.
It’s destined for nomads or tourists who travel by camel, or even
by elephant,” Ayoumbaye told AFP.

“On top of that, it helps go easy on the water, because it keeps
the camel’s hump cool. And when a camel has a cool hump, it can
go for 17 days without a drink”. Tucked in amongst corporate and
university research staff at the International Exhibition of
Inventions in Geneva, lone players like Ayoumbaye are what gives
the annual show its feel.

“I would say that the best inventions are those created by peo-
ple who in fact are active in another field. They bring a fresh, new,
original approach,” said Jean-Luc Vincent, the fair’s founder. Billed
as the biggest showcase of its kind worldwide, the event’s 42nd
edition kicked off Wednesday and ends Sunday. It has drawn a
record 790 exhibitors from 45 countries. The inventions, all of
which must be patented to go on show, range from the never-

knew-you-needed-it to ultra-practical, and span the spectrum
from low-tech to super sophisticated. For those in the innovation
business, Geneva is a potential goldmine. Breakout successes from
past editions include above-stage displays to translate operas,
mobile scanners for shipping containers, and inflatable neck pil-
lows for travelers.

The hunt for investors 
Exhibitors pay an event fee of up to 1,200 Swiss francs (980

euros, $1,360). That can be a good investment if the fair helps
them make the leap to market by sealing a licensing contract-
industrialists and distributors feature heavily among the 60,000
visitors. Nearly half of inventions on show at previous editions
have found a licensee, and the total value of licenses negotiated
last year topped 55 million Swiss francs, organizers said. According
to Vincent, the fast pace of innovation now incites companies to
buy inventions rather than develop them in-house as they hunt
for the next big thing. And globalization means companies inter-
ested in an idea may no longer be on an inventor’s doorstop, but
in fact on the other side of the planet. With innovation a weather-
vane of the shifting centre of the global economy, over half of
Geneva’s exhibitors now hail from Asia and the Middle East. Most
of the rest are from Europe, and just a handful from Africa. In a
twist of fate, Ayoumbaye’s invention can be traced back to a sav-
age beating by thieves.

He was taken to Saudi Arabia for treatment. Gazing at an air
conditioner from his hospital bed, he dreamed of ways to keep
cool while on the move back in his arid homeland.The solution
was inspired by traditional clay containers that allow water to seep
out, creating humidity and cooling the air, which is spread by a
simple windmill-driven fan but could also be solar-powered.

“There are no greenhouse gases from this,” said Ayoumbaye,
insisting that once he finds investors “this could be on the market
within four months.”  His other inventions include a cracker for
soapberry tree nuts-an ultra-hard source of cooking oil in northern
Africa-as well as a simple mechanical hand for the disabled and a
cooker with a safety lock.

‘It changed my life’ 
The passion that drives inventors was clear at the fair. In the

case of Frenchwoman Francoise Goubron, the seed was planted
when she survived breast cancer in 2007 and bone cancer in 2011.
“I lost my hair, and there I was in the south of France, in a wig. It
was 35 degrees Celsius (95 degrees Fahrenheit) in the shade, and
my scalp was dripping,” she told AFP. From that experience was
born her “Clim’Hair”, a skullcap made of organic cotton which,
when discreetly moistened in a cafe bathroom and worn under a
wig, keeps the head cool for up to six hours. “When you have
chemotherapy, you spend eight hairless months. This is some-
thing that’s stupidly simple, but it changed my life,” the 59-year-
old said. Another inventor from Goubron’s generation was
Spaniard Domingo Cifo, 64, a former B-team midfielder with
Catalan football powerhouses Barcelona.—AFP

GENEVA: Taiwan’s Yin Yueh Macherel (left) and Hsiang-Chi Wu present an invention —
adjustable massage insoles.

Geneva fair showcases all the 
inventions you need, and more

Creations inspired by real-life ordeals

Swiss inventor Rene Wuttig presents his creation — a foldable protection against rain and bad weather for bicycles and e-bikes.  
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MOSCOW: JP Morgan Chase & Co is processing a pay-
ment from Russia’s embassy in Kazakhstan to insurance
agency Sogaz, easing tension after Moscow accused the
US bank of illegally blocking the transaction under the
pretext of sanctions. Russia’s Foreign Ministry said on
Tuesday the “unacceptable, illegal and absurd” act of
blocking the payment would have consequences for the
US Embassy in Russia.

The confrontation threatened to further strain ties
between Washington and Moscow, locked in the worst
standoff since the Cold War over Russia’s annexation of
Ukraine’s Crimea region. “Following consultation with our
regulators, we are processing this transaction,” JPMorgan
said in a statement.

Last month, Washington imposed sanctions, including
visa bans and asset freezes, against several Russians close
to President Vladimir Putin and against Rossiya Bank,
which it said was the “personal bank” for the leader’s
inner circle. The destination for the embassy payment
was insurance agency Sogaz, which is 48.5 percent
owned by Abros, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Bank
Rossiya.

Industry consultants in Moscow say financial institu-

tions are unclear about how to apply the new rules in
some situations, such as when dealing with subsidiaries
of companies which have either been sanctioned or
which have shareholders that have been punished.
Several Western investors and their banks are facing
quandaries over individual situations. 

Guidelines on the US Treasury department’s website
from the US Office of Foreign Assets Control says that
property which is more than 50 percent owned by a per-
son on the sanctions blacklist is affected and advises act-
ing “with caution” when ownership interests are less than
50 percent. “It is up to private companies and lawyers to
figure out who is subject to sanctions,” said one Moscow-
based lawyer. “Of course (a US bank) is more scared of the
American (authorities than the Russian ones).”

Costly
Falling foul of US authorities can be extremely costly.

BNP Paribas, France’s biggest listed bank, in Feburay set
aside $1.1 billion for a possible fine for breaching US sanc-
tions on countries including Iran. Sogaz said in a state-
ment last month that Abros had decreased its sharehold-
ing to 48.5 percent, but did not specify the shareholding

level prior to the decrease. “Sogaz doesn’t have any
shareholders holding more than 50 percent of the com-
pany shares directly or indirectly, so we see no reason for
Sogaz to be included in the US sanctions,” a Sogaz repre-
sentative said in emailed comment late on Wednesday.

The confusion around sanctions caused Visa and
Mastercard to briefly cut off services for clients at Russia’s
SMP bank, whose main shareholders were affected by US
sanctions, before resuming them shortly after. Russia’s
accusation could damage relations the bank has with the
Russian authorities. JPMorgan generated $55.6 million in
investment banking fees in Russia last year, with a 7 per-
cent market share, according to Thomson Reuters data.
Worldwide, JPMorgan recorded $6.4 billion in investment
banking fees last year, according to the company’s annual
report. JPMorgan is the biggest US bank by assets and for
its size it does relatively little lending in Russia. At year-
end, its loans and trading positions at risk to Russia
totalled $5.4 billion compared with the company’s total
assets of $2.4 trillion. JPMorgan is one of a number of
Western banks operating in Russia. Others which have a
presence here include Goldman Sachs , Bank of America,
Citigroup and Morgan Stanley. — Reuters 

JP Morgan to process payment for Russian embassy

HARARE: On Harare’s hardscrabble streets, college gradu-
ates compete with peasants scratching out a living selling
anything from mobile phone cards to herbal sex tonics, a
measure of the decline of Zimbabwe’s “Sunshine City” under
President Robert Mugabe. Those among Harare’s 1.5 million
residents who remember independence in 1980 will have
known a city that was swept regularly at dawn, public build-
ings gleaming with fresh paint, and shop windows so spot-
less that pedestrians would walk into them, according to
urban legend. Now the streets are dirty and dusty, the roads
littered with pot-holes, and water gushes from leaking pipes.
The park opposite Harare’s only five-star hotel is full of
vagrants asleep under the trees. The grass is strewn with
paper and, occasionally, human waste. Nearby is First Street,
famous during colonial days for its boutiques, barbers and
the aroma of coffee. Now it is peopled by hawkers, and the
air is heavy with the stench of urine.

Less than 20 percent of Zimbabwe’s people are in formal
employment, according to independent economists, and
economic growth is flatlining due to shortages of electricity
and capital. For many, the only options for survival are petty
trading or chancing it as an illegal worker in neighboring
South Africa, the continent’s biggest economy. Tabeth
Chireya, a single mother of two with a human resources
diploma, sits on the pavement all day selling rat and cock-
roach poison laid out on a grimy sisal sack.

To her left is an old woman selling potatoes, to her right a
man peddling bootleg DVDs, all looking out for customers
and for plainclothes police enforcing “clean streets” munici-
pal by-laws. Chireya, who looks much older than her 22
years, leaves her home in the rundown Harare township of
Epworth three times a week to join a long queue at a
Chinese shop to buy wares for re-sale, returning to her pave-
ment spot before lunch time. “I spent $30 buying all this,”
she said, pointing to needles, nail cutters and rat poison
spread on the pavement. “It is the only way we can make an
honest living.”

‘New economic order’
Zimbabwe’s economy shrank 45 percent in the decade

to 2009 due to plummeting farming output and hyperinfla-
tion. It bounced back for three years after Zimbabwe
dropped its own currency and adopted the dollar, but it has
since stagnated as companies have failed to find the cash to
grow. Outside the mining sector, nearly all of Zimbabwe’s
large and medium-sized companies have gone to the wall
since 2000, and High Court records show another 400 firms
in Harare, Bulawayo and Gweru, Zimbabwe’s three largest
cities, are being wound up after going bust last year.

Although Mugabe and his ZANU-PF party, which have

ruled since independence from Britain in 1980, speak of
plans for sovereign wealth funds and multi-billion-dollar
platinum smelters, the realities are on a much smaller scale.
A World Bank report released in February says 46 percent of
Zimbabwe’s 13 million people run individual, small or medi-
um-sized enterprises, a figure that contrasts with 17 percent
in South Africa, and 13 percent in nearby and impoverished
Malawi.

In a conference speech last month, Finance Minister
Patrick Chinamasa said the government had to embrace the
commerce of the street as a new economic order. “This is an
economic revolution, and we need to learn how to deal with
the small man. The old economy is dead,” he said. The
effects of the ‘new order’ can be seen everywhere. Large
chainstores are closing, replaced by little kiosksthat can sell
anything from imported electronics and clothes to lipstick
and car parts. When a major car dealership closed its show-
room last year, a mini-mall with dozens of tiny cubicles
emerged in its place. “The competition is tough in our busi-
ness, but we are hanging in there,” said Never Mapara, who
sells mobile phones and accessories from a two square-
metre cubicle he rents for $600 a month. At another mall,
street currency traders accost passers-by, waving wads of
rand. The black market is thriving, fed by high demand for
the currency of South Africa, which supplies 65 percent of
Zimbabwe’s imports.

Cash squeeze
For Chinamasa, the main downside to the new economy

is that informal traders do not pay tax, depriving Mugabe’s
administration of cash it desperately needs. The government
collected $267 million in January, missing its $279 million
target, and practically all its income goes on recurrent
spending such as salaries, leaving next to nothing for capital
projects or to repair roads or the decrepit power grid. In
another sign of the cash squeeze facing the authorities, local
media reports said the government had deducted union
fees from state teachers’ salaries in February but had failed to
pass the money on to the unions. Chinamasa declined to
comment when questioned by journalists on this last
week.The central bank also estimates that as much as $2 bil-
lion - half of official bank deposits - is sloshing around the
informal economy, again starving the financial system of
capital that could be invested. The shortage of cash has an
insidious effect on the country’s social infrastructure. Police
patrol the streets, but law enforcement often plays second
fiddle to personal enrichment. The force annexed a car park
outside Harare’s main police station in 2011, in which offi-
cers run a flea market where clothes traders pay $10 a day
for space.—Reuters

Desperate moonlight economy 
in Zimbabwe’s ‘Sunshine City’

Informal economy becomes new model

HYDERABAD: Indian laborers rest beside piles of mangoes at a fruit mar-
ket yesterday. — AP

MUMBAI: Gold premiums in India are
expected to fall from current levels of
about $30 an ounce after the central
bank indicated it is considering remov-
ing some of the curbs to trade that have
crippled imports. India, the second
biggest consumer of gold after China,
last year imposed a record 10 percent
import duty on the metal and said a fifth
of all shipments should be re-exported
as finished product to help narrow its
current account deficit (CAD).

But the recent easing of the CAD has
given Finance Minister P Chidambaram
and the head of the central bank,
Raghuram Rajan, the space to consider
lifting the restrictions on gold. “I think
what we have to do is slowly and steadi-
ly take actions to remove some of these
curbs,” Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
Governor Raghuram Rajan told analysts
on Wednesday.

Timing of any action will be dis-
cussed with the government, he said.
Premiums fell 85 percent to $25-30 an
ounce to London prices on Wednesday,
and industry officials yesterday said pre-
miums would fall further with any eas-
ing of the rules. “Premiums will come
back to normal, it may range between
$1-2 an ounce,” said Bachhraj Bamalwa,
director with All India Gems and Jewelry

Trade Federation (GJF). “People who
have been on the sidelines due to high
premiums will come back into the mar-
ket,” he said. Bullion prices in India hit a
record of $160 an ounce to London
prices in December of last year. GJF’s
Bamalwa said the government could
lower the amount of gold that had to be
re-exported to increase supplies in the
domestic market.

Last month the RBI allowed five pri-
vate banks including HDFC Bank and
Axis Bank to import the metal, in what
many saw as a first step towards an eas-
ing of the tough restrictions on gold
trading. March imports as a result may
have jumped from about 25 tons in
February, according to the GJF.

Bulk gold users in India are also hop-
ing that the next government, widely
expected to be formed by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), will move swiftly to
remove the gold curbs. BJP’s prime min-
isterial candidate Narendra Modi has
said that any action on gold should look
at the interests of the public and traders,
not just economics and policy. Any
major move on gold policy is likely to be
decided only by early June, after the full-
year CAD figures are known and a new
government takes the reins in New
Delhi. — Reuters 

India gold premiums
set to fall further 
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By Nicholas Vinocur

Far-right leader Marine Le Pen humbled France’s establish-
ment with a powerful showing in local elections. Now
comes the hard part: proving her party can improve every-

day life in the gritty, problem-ridden towns it will run. The anti-
immigrant, anti-EU National Front won 11 town halls on Sunday,
more than double its record from the 1990s in a performance that
highlights the potential of far-right parties to win seats in
European parliament elections in May. But while Le Pen hails the
victories as proof she has turned the party into France’s third
political force, its debutant mayors must tackle the realities of
crime and joblessness with limited budgets and official powers.

Any slips could undo years of efforts by Le Pen to rebrand the
National Front (FN), and revive perceptions that it is unfit to gov-
ern. “Town management is now the number one problem facing
the FN,” said Jean-Yves Camus, a political analyst who researches
the far-right. “It won’t be easy to switch gears from criticising
national government to managing garbage collection and local
policing in a town of 10,000 inhabitants.”

Newly-elected FN mayors must fix the party’s reputation for
poor management, earned in the 1990s when three of its mayors
were accused by the national audit body of cronyism and divert-
ing public money to their own expense accounts. This time,
National Front officials coached mayoral candidates on the rudi-
ments of management, accountancy and legal practice, even set-
ting up a network to offer them help.

The aim is to prevent setbacks such as when the southern
town of Vitrolles tried to apply an FN “national preference” policy
restricting family benefits to French and other European citizens,
only to see it struck down by a court. “We want to avoid repeating
the errors of the mayors elected in the 1990s,” said FN election
campaign director Nicolas Bay.  “We insisted that they come up
with concrete proposals that they can actually apply: reducing
taxes, reinforcing security and fighting social inequality.”

Tough on Kebabs, Kind to Pigeons
While mayors are prominent in French public life, their powers

are limited by an unwieldy local government structure, with
many of the bigger budgets in the hands of regional authorities
deeply opposed to the National Front. Most FN candidates kept
campaign pledges accordingly modest, at the risk of being
accused later of making little difference. In the northern town of
Henin-Beaumont - once a Socialist bastion where unemployment
is 17 percent and a former mayor was convicted for misusing
public funds - FN mayor Steeve Briois has promised a clean-up of
official corruption, more police, lower local taxes and tougher
traffic rules. But he admitted that any change would take years.
His town is saddled with 38 million euros ($52 million) in debt, the

once-thriving mining economy has lost its main industrial
employers and local people complain of worsening petty crime.
“This is a town that needs to be rebuilt from the ground up.  That
will take years,” Briois told Reuters the day after his election,
declining to give details of his spending plans.

In the eastern town of Hayanges - which last year erected a
tombstone to mourn steel jobs which local people said had been
killed by Socialist President Francois Hollande - FN mayor Fabien
Engelmann is also trying to cut crime and local taxes. But the 34-
year-old, a one-time member of former movie star Brigitte
Bardot’s animal rights defence group, has said he also wants to
build a pigeon house where eggs will be destroyed to control
their population rather than by gassing them.

He has also proposed a “Pork Fest” to liven up the town centre,
a plan he insists is not designed to offend Muslims but which will
do little to alleviate high local unemployment. Engelmann’s elec-
tion prompted the mayor of Arlon in Belgium to break off its rela-
tionship as the “twin” town of Hayanges after seven decades, an
early taste of bad publicity for the FN. Further south, where the
FN won in nine towns, mayors face similar economic problems
compounded by tensions between white residents and those
with origins in France’s former colonies.

In Beaucaire, a mediaeval town of 16,000 about one hour’s
drive west of Marseille, the centre is largely inhabited by descen-
dants of North African immigrants who came to France as agricul-
tural labourers, while white locals have moved out. As jobs in
industry and agriculture grew scarce, property prices in the town
plummeted. Now shops that once dotted its 15th century streets
are boarded up, and high-ceilinged manors where nobles once
entertained their guests sell for under 150,000 euros - less than a
studio apartment in central Paris.

Beaucaire’s 28-year-old FN mayor Julien Sanchez has promised
to crack down on the drug dealers posted at many street corners
and bring tourist money back to the town centre, arguing that
too many kebab shops have obscured Beaucaire’s roots. But any
investment will have to be made without help from regional
authorities at a time when the town’s income from taxes is falling
and Sanchez is bound by a promise to keep them low.

In some towns, the arrival of FN mayors has already brought
latent tensions into the open. Hours after a 26-year-old FN mayor
was elected in the Mediterranean town of Frejus, North Africans
protested at the party’s office under the watch of riot police. FN
offices were attacked in Hayange and a town hall in Cogolin,
another southern town. “What people discovered in the 1990s
was that the FN was a party that brought problems - not solutions
or miracles,” said Dominique Reynie, head of the FONDAPOL
political think tank. “They need to overcome that image, and with
ideology largely out of the question, the only path left is good
housekeeping.” — Reuters 

Le Pen faces reality check
National Front set to rule in 11 towns

Shootings 
frustrate US 

military efforts 
to secure bases

By Phil Stewart

The latest shooting at Fort Hood is throwing a
spotlight on the US military’s so-far frustrated
efforts to secure its bases from potential

shooters, who increasingly appear to see the facili-
ties as attractive targets. A soldier with mental
health problems killed three people and injured 16
at Fort Hood in Texas, going from one building to
another to open fire with a semi-automatic hand-
gun before taking his own life, the military said.

It was the third shooting rampage at US military
base in just over six months, with memories still
fresh from shootings at the Washington Navy Yard
in September and late last month at Naval Station
Norfolk in Virginia. The discussion comes amid a
larger debate about how to prevent mass shootings
among America’s civilian population, an issue that
rose to the top of the national agenda after the Dec
2012 killing of 20 children and six adults at a
Newtown, Connecticut, elementary school.

US Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel said the latest
incident at Fort Hood showed that there were prob-
lems that still needed to be addressed. Something is
not working, Hagel said, “when we have these kinds
of tragedies on our bases.” “So we’ll identify it, we’ll
get the facts, and we’ll fix it,” Hagel told reporters,
standing on the flight deck of the USS Anchorage,
an amphibious ship, in Hawaii.

Fort Hood itself had already overhauled its own
security to better deal with potential “insider
threats” after a 2009 rampage by an Army psychia-
trist who shot dead 13 people and wounded 32 oth-
ers. He was convicted and faces death by lethal
injection. Lt Gen Mark Milley, commander at the
base, suggested that the security overhaul helped
limit the damage from the shooter, who served four
months in Iraq in 2011. “I think the response from
the law enforcement and the medical folks dis-
played clear lessons learned from the previous
case,” Milley said, describing a swift reaction by mili-
tary police to confront the shooter and by medical
responders to reach victims.

Just over two weeks ago, Hagel himself unveiled
a sweeping review of the Navy Yard shooting, which
concluded the rampage that killed 12 people could
have been averted if concerns about the gunman’s
mental health been properly handled. Hagel
endorsed establishing an insider threat manage-
ment and analysis center within the Pentagon and
moving to a system with better monitoring of per-
sonnel with security clearances. In the Norfolk case,
a civilian went on base and shot dead a sailor
aboard a docked Navy destroyer before being killed.

While some observers question whether shooters
can always be stopped, Hagel rejected the idea that
nothing more could be done. He called for patience
as investigators gather facts. “We don’t have any
choice here but to address what happened, and do
everything possible to ensure the safety of our men
and women who work on these bases,” Hagel told
reporters. “It isn’t a matter of a question or chal-
lenge (that’s) too tough. We will do it.” — Reuters 

In this March 30, 2014 file photo, France’s far right National Front leader Marine Le Pen attends a party meeting in
Nanterre, west of Paris. — AP 



A model displays a creation
of Peruvian designer Sandra
Weil during the Autumn-
Winter Mexican Fashion
Week in Mexico City.—AFP
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Must see places 
with the family

At Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge, families
experience the thrills of an African safari 

without ever leaving their lodging

It used to be difficult to find a vacation destination that would please the entire
family. These days, family resorts provide a multitude of options, so that folks
can entertain their tots, relax with their spouses, and enjoy the fabulous North

American outdoors — all from the creative comforts of man-made African safaris,
lost continents and even a Wild West dude ranch. Competing for your attention,
modern family resorts have upped the ante in entertainment: swimming with
dolphins, circus clown training and even sleeping in trees are real-life resort activ-
ities. Let the games begin!

Discover a lost civilization this vaca-
tion, and let your family act as the

explorers! The $850-million Atlantis
Resort recreates the infamous lost conti-
nent, filled with adventure and intrigue.
This hotspot of family fun features over
20,000 guest rooms, 38 restaurants and
countless activities, including 11 exhibit
lagoons and over 50,000 animals such

as sharks, lionfish and stingrays. Water
enthusiasts can visit miles of beaches,
take a dip in one of 11 pool areas, or
play on 7 different water slides. Leave
your fears at home, though and the
Mayan Temple’s Leap of Faith slide fea-
tures a 60-foot drop into an acrylic tun-
nel submerged in a shark-infested
lagoon.

Paradise Island,
Bahamas

Take your family South of the Border for
some Club Med-style family fun. The

charming Club Med Ixtapa Village quickly
woos kids and parents with its seemingly end-
less roster of activities for all ages. Situated on
37 acres along Mexico’s western coast, Ixtapa
plays host to over 20,000 visitors a year, 60%
of whom are under age 11! A variety of clubs
are designed to entertain children throughout
the day. Divided by age groups, Baby Club,
Petit Club and Mini Club keep kids ages 4

months - 13 years busy with outdoor activities,
shows and crafts. Even mealtime is a child’s
fantasy - Ixtapa features a kids-only dining
area. While the kids are away, the parents will
play! Ixtapa offers adult activities including
tennis, scuba, archery, kayaking, water polo,
volleyball and picnics. Families venturing off
the resort property can visit Ixtapa Island or
take sunset cruises, fishing trips and even
excursions into the Mexican fishing village of
Zihuatenejo.

Ixtapa, Mexico

City slickers and country folk alike will enjoy their
stay at the Tanque Verde Ranch, a family resort

aiming to lasso the cowboy outta everyone.
Literally meaning “Green Pool,” the 640-acre
Tanque Verde Ranch is a serene oasis nestled into
the Sonoran Desert and adjacent to Saguaro
National Park. With over 120 horses, it’s no surprise
that this dude ranch offers ample riding opportu-
nities. Specialty rides such as the Breakfast Ride (to
a meal at the Old Homestead), 6-hour-long Day

Rides and Picnic Rides with lunch in Cottonwood
Grove are all available. Newcomers can take riding
lessons at a variety of levels. Naturalist guides offer
hikes through the desert wilds, exploring canyons,
cacti and even secret waterfalls. The popular Kids
Program offers little cowpokes (ages 4-11) the
chance to “ride ‘em cowboy!” Children are divided
into two age groups — the Buckaroos and
Wrangler Kids — and treated to riding lessons, ten-
nis, swimming and arts and crafts.

Tucson, 
Arizona

Snowbird, Utah

If the sight of snow gets your family
excited, grab a pair of skis and

head to Snowbird for a wonderful,
wintry vacation. The resort rests in
Little Cottonwood Canyon, which
offers 3,240 feet and 5,000 acres of
mountain to explore, and whose
proximity to the Great Salt Lake
ensures over 500 inches of snow
falls annually. Thirty years after
being founded, the resort now fea-
tures 10 lifts, 85 runs and an uphill
capacity of 16,000 people. Beginner
skiers, from ages 3 to adult, can
learn skiing and snowboarding at
the Snowbird Mountain School.
Love the outdoors but not a fan of
the slopes? The resort offers ice skat-
ing, snow tubing, snowshoe tours
and luge sleds. Parents can unwind
with a stone massage or herbal wrap
at the luxurious Cliff Spa, or hit
Snowbird’s shops, selling everything
from ski clothes and boots to
Chinese silk rugs.
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Your packing
checklist 

Instead of making a list from scratch for every out-
ing, keep this master list of essentials and tailor it

to each journey.

Packing 
Toothbrush
Sun block
Swimsuits
Sun hats
Sunglasses
Umbrella
Bottled water
Crayons and coloring books
Toys and activity books
Camera and film or extra digital memory
Entertainment (CD’s, Videos, Audio books, Games)
Snacks
Medication
Motion sickness pills
Tylenol

For baby
Car seat
Travel stroller
Collapsible crib
Diapers and plastic bags (for disposing dirty diapers)
Wipes
Lotion and powder
Formula
Pacifiers
Extra bottles and nipples

For the car
Pillows
Blankets
Cooler
Paper towels
Garbage bags
First-aid kit

For the plane
Carry-on baggage with a change of clothes
Extra snacks
Compact stroller
Small toys for the flight

— www.parenting.com 

If your family is looking for an island excursion to
get away from it all, the Hilton Waikoloa Village

promises endless activity and unprecedented lux-
ury. Parents hoping to find a child-friendly haven
can sign their tykes up for Camp Menehune. This
day and night camp allows kids to feed koi and
swans, hunt for treasure, and explore tidepools
Tropical gardens, saltwater lagoons and 2 golf
courses are tempting, but the resort’s most popu-
lar retreat is Dolphin Quest, providing guests with
a variety of interactive dolphin programs. The
many activities include Dolphin Training
Adventures, a Dolphin Family Program and a
Dolphin Twilight Camp for kids. At Waikoloa’s 4-
acre lagoon, water lovers can schedule kayak trips,
snorkel sails and seasonal whale-watch sails. After
dark, attend the Legends of the Pacific Luau to
experience traditional island dancing and music,
as well as a buffet dinner.

Waikoloa, Hawaii

At Disney’s Animal Kingdom Lodge, families experience the
thrills of an African safari without ever leaving their lodg-

ing. If a trip to the Serengeti is out of your price range, a visit
to this wild lodge will more than suffice. Guests initially greet
the 33-acre property through the lobby’s awe-inspiring 65-
foot window. Strolling throughout the property’s savannahs
are over 200 animals representing more than 100 different
species, including antelopes and gazelles. Many suites and
rooms overlook the resort’s savannahs, and balconies afford
families an opportunity to come face to face with a giraffe.
Rooms are decorated with a traditional African ambience:
earth-tone walls, handcrafted furniture, tapestries and mos-
quito nets abound, but true historical value can be found in
the 4,000 native handcrafts placed throughout the lodge.
Featured within the lodge are 380 museum-quality works of
art including authentic Kinta cloths, woodcarvings and a 16-
foot, 240-lb. Nigerian ceremonial mask. When it’s time to dine,
experience the tastes of Africa at one of the resort’s 2 inspired
restaurants, Jiko or Boma, which feature wood-burning ovens
and thatched roofs.

Orlando, 
Florida

Stretching over 3,000 acres of Virginia wilderness, Kingsmill
Resort boasts its own long list of recreational activities as

well as close proximity to the fun found in nearby Colonial
Williamsburg and Busch Gardens. Active families can enjoy the
resort’s 3 18-hole golf courses, 15 tennis courts and Sports
Club featuring indoor and outdoor pools, exercise classes, per-
sonal trainers and a billiards and game room. Stop by the
concierge desk for special Junior Guest Registration: children
receive a Kids Fun Pack introducing them to the resort. Kids
Camp is the perfect opportunity for 5-12 year olds to play ten-
nis and golf, swim, fish, have theme days and make arts and
crafts. Don’t forget to sign little ones up for Kids Night Out, a
pizza and game party that allows for a parents’ romantic date
night at 1 of the resort’s 6 signature restaurants.

Williamsburg,
Virginia

The biggest permanent big top in the world can be found
rising in all its colorful glory here in Las Vegas. At Circus
Circus, over 3.5 million people per year stop by to experi-

ence the live entertainment and whimsy the Circus has to offer.
The resort lies on 70 acres of land, and with 3,800 rooms, it’s the
fifth largest resort-casino in Vegas. “Ooh’s” and “ahh’s” fill the air
every half hour at Circus Circus, as performers engage in air-
borne stunts on the resort’s center stage. Surrounding the stage
is Midway, an enormous carnival filled with over 200 arcade
games, carnival games and wandering clowns. Possibly the
world’s biggest funhouse, the excitement continues at the
indoor theme park Adventuredome, home to over 20 rides,
miniature golf and laser tag.

Las Vegas
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Google glass carries a simple interface unlike the expectation
that we had after seeing their initial demo videos. The interface
shows simple text and basic graphics displayed at the corner of the
wearer vision, not covering the entire vision

Google Glass cannot be a smartphone replacement, but a
useful extension to your phone

Google glass is not a replacement to smartphone. It has Wi-Fi
access and GPS. But it doesn’t have the option to insert SIM card
which means you can’t use it for making calls. But can be used as a
useful add-on to your smartphone.

Google glass runs Android
When it was released there were speculations of a new OS or a

variant of Android developed by Google for powering the device.
Google Chief Executive Larry Page finally confirmed that glass is
powered by Android OS ending the speculation.

Google glass can listen to you
This device is largely voice controlled. To activate it, tap the side

of the frame or lift your head.  Then say “OK Glass” followed by a
command like take a picture or get directions.

The camera can see what you see
Glass’s camera is designed in such a way that it sees what you

see. You can either keep these video to yourself by saving the files
locally or else you can broadcast it through hangout.

Glass can speak many languages
Google translate is built right into glass which enables language

translation. Google translate technology is very much developed
and powerful now, having translated foreign languages in phones
and web browsers for quite some time.

Glass looks cool
The tinted lens attachment turns glass from sci-fi prop into

Oakley-esque frameless shades. The device will soon be compatible
with third party frames like nouveau vintage brand and Warby
Parker named as potential partners.

Glass can run third party apps
Apart from the email and maps, glass can run third party apps.

For e.g., you can use the NY times app to display the headlines of
latest news into your eye line. Just tap the frame and glass will read
the entire story for you.

The product is still not yet the final release
Glass is still in the development phase. The one that is dis-

patched now is semi-prototype ‘Explorer Edition’ headsets released
specifically for early adopters and developers. For this, you have to
pre-order with Google, attend their I/O conference attendee,
should live in US and ready to spend around $1,500. 

The final product is going to be very costly
Google glass explorer edition is available in white, black, blue,

orange and grey colors. The explorer edition will cost you almost
US $1,500. Hopefully the prices will come down once the fully
developed version is released and sales picks up.

Google Glass
gives a peek into the future - Now

Are you aware of the latest hype on Google glass? Google glass is a wearable glass which carries a head mounted display controlled by a small micro
computer inside. Don’t get carried away by the term micro computer. The glass is extremely light weight that it even weighs less than your standard pair
of sun glasses. The glass is equipped with a camera and button on top for taking photos, a touch pad, gyroscope, accelerometers, a compass, multi-

ple radios, a micro USB charger and a bone conducting speaker. In short, we are a step closer to become a cyborg.

Slick interface



The design might be super-slick, lightweight and robust, but
this doesn’t mean the device lacks features. The model includes
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, GPS, speakers, a camera, microphone and touch-
pad - giving wearers the ability to stay connected and up-to-date
regardless of where they are or what they’re doing.

Right eye only
At present the device only has a screen visible in the right eye.

For those who are partially-sighted or have one eye that is signifi-
cantly stronger than the other, this could be problematic. Google
has no plans to release either a left eye or dual-eye version.

Voice activated
Several apps can be activated using the built-in microphone.

Google Now allows users to ask the device to quickly check the
latest flight details or traffic congestion, and commands such as
‘Take a Photo’ and ‘Call Richard’ will upload photos to the cloud
via Google Plus or stream your view to friends respectively.

Going abroad?
Have you have gone on a vacation or business trip and been

unsure of what that word on the menu is? Google Glass helps
users negotiate foreign lands by not only instantaneously trans-
lating words, but also converting measurements, weights and
currencies in real time.

No speaker
Google Glass does not have a speaker or headphone included.

Instead, when speaking on a conference call or doing some activi-
ty which requires sound, the device uses a ‘Bone Conducting
Headphone’ (BCH). The BCH uses vibrations to send sound
through your skull directly to the receptors in your ear. At pres-
ent, stereo sound is not supported.

Blurring the boundaries of art and technology
David Datuna has become the first artist in the world to inte-

grate artwork with Google Glass. His ‘Portrait of America’ uses
GPS locators beneath the canvas so that when viewed through
Google Glass it begins to play more than fifty video or audio clips
about famous American icons.

Never get lost again
Google Glass makes fantastic use of its cloud-based map serv-

ice. In practice, this means you can receive in-vision directions to
a destination, whilst receiving updates about distance travelled,
time of arrival and in-journey conditions as you move.

It’s not really a pair of glasses
They might look and feel like glasses, but they are many ways

Google Glass differs from a normal pair of specs. For example, the
glass cannot be folded and requires an (expensive) special case
for transportation, it only comes in one size and cannot be adjust-
ed to fit the wearer, and there is no way to clip on a visor to pro-
tect your eyes from the sun.

— www.cloudtweaks.com
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Exfoliate, exfoliate, exfoliate!
Makeup sitting on flaky skin flakes off. Use
a gentle microbead scrub, or even just a
washcloth, to buff away any dead cells on
the surface of your skin.

Never overmoisturize
Beautiful skin is hydrated skin, but rich
moisturizer will make your makeup fade
fast. The solution? Use a moisturizing
mask (like Origins Drink Up 10 Minute
Mask to Quench Skin’s Thirst, $23). Rinse it
off and then apply a light moisturizer,
avoiding the T-zone areas that tend to get
oily. Chanel celebrity makeup artist Rachel
Goodwin-who’s prepped Jodie Foster and
January Jones for the red carpet this sea-
son-lets the moisturizer soak in for at least
15 minutes before applying makeup. (The
same principle holds for lip balm: Allow it
to penetrate for several minutes and then
blot away the excess with a one-ply tissue
before applying lipcolor.)

Take out time to prime
Applying a primer is an extra step that’s
incredibly worthwhile when you have a
long day-or night-ahead. Primers are
packed with silicone, which prevents the
oil on your skin from breaking down your
makeup. Silicone also smoothes over
pores and fine lines so foundation doesn’t
settle into them and look uneven over
time, says celebrity makeup artist Pati
Dubroff, who worked with Naomi Watts
and Charlize Theron at the 2013 Oscars.
Before you apply any other makeup,
smooth a primer all over your face, includ-
ing your eyelids. (You can find primers
created specifically for the lids, but a face
primer, used sparingly, will also do the
trick.)

Less is always more
Every makeup artist we spoke with for this
story preached restraint. “The more make-
up you apply, the more there is to slide,
smudge or smear,” Goodwin says. This is

especially true of foundation. Goodwin
always applies foundation with a synthet-
ic brush, which deposits a thinner layer
than your fingers. 
She then gently presses a damp nonla-
tex makeup sponge into the skin to
remove any excess. What you’re left with
is perfect coverage that won’t pull a dis-
appearing act.

Use conceal sparingly
After foundation, apply a densely pig-
mented (not runny) concealer (like Kevyn
Aucoin The Sensual Skin Enhancer, $45),
targeting any remaining dark spots or
blemishes. Goodwin applies concealer so
sparingly that she uses a pointed eyeliner
brush to make sure she’s not covering any
unnecessary areas.

Respect both cream and 
powder concealers
On the eyes and cheeks, use a cream color
first; then dust a powder in the same
shade on top. “The two formulas make a
beautiful team-the cream holds the pow-
der in place, and the powder keeps the
cream from fading,” Dubroff says.

Waterproof eye pencils 
make the difference
The most long-lasting eyeliner option: a

waterproof pencil, like Chanel Stylo Yeux
Waterproof Long-Lasting Eyeliner ($30,
Chanel.com). Even on the inner rim of the
lower lashes, these pencils deliver pig-
ment that won’t slip away. “Waterproof
pencils used to be chalky and difficult to
apply, but now they’re just as easy to use
as regular formulas,” Goodwin says.

Avoid lip glosses
When you need your makeup to last, you
have no use for lip gloss, which disap-
pears quickly. Instead, Dior celebrity
makeup artist Ricky Wilson-who has got-
ten Emmy Rossum and Alison Brie ready
for the red carpet this season-fills in the
entire lip with a long-wearing lip pencil
(like Make Up For Ever Aqua Lip
Waterproof Lipliner Pencil, $18) and then
pats a thin layer of lipstick over it with his
finger (once again, less is more).

Wear translucent powder
Every makeup artist we spoke with uses a
sheer, colorless loose powder as the final
step to indestructible makeup. Too much
powder, though, will create a chalky fin-
ish. Goodwin applies it with a soft, fluffy
eyeshadow brush so she hits only the
nose, chin and the center of the forehead,

where makeup tends to disappear.
Leave the house prepared 
This is what celebrities carry in those
tiny clutches:

• A retractable lip brush. “I make sure
there’s enough lipstick on the brush for
several touch-ups,” Wilson says. “It takes
up less room in your bag than a full lip-
stick and allows for more precise touch-
ups.” 

• Blotting tissues. “They let you remove
shine without caking on powder,” Dubroff

says. 

• A tiny pot of concealer with a couple of
Q-tips. “It’s the best way to erase eye
makeup that falls underneath the eyes, or
redness around the nose,” Goodwin says. 

— www.oprah.com 

Tips to make 
your 

Makeup
last into the night!

On award-show days, actresses are in the makeup chair by noon and need
to stay photo-ready until well after midnight. How do they look flawless for
so long? Their makeup artists reveal their best-kept secrets.
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A15-second drum roll and the title of
the film, “Deceptive Heart,” comes
crashing onto the screen in a

groovy 1970s font. Less than 10 minutes
into the Nollywood movie, the heart of
plot is revealed: A woman has two
boyfriends and doesn’t know what to do.
The story moves as quickly as the film
appears to have been shot. Some scenes
are shaky, with cameras clearly in need of
a tripod, and musical montages are often
filled with pans of the same building.
Most Nollywood movies are made in less
than 10 days and cost about $25,000.

Fueled by low budgets and whirlwind
production schedules, Nigeria’s film
industry has grown by some estimates
over the past 20-plus years into the most
prolific on Earth, pushing out more
movies a year than Hollywood in
California or Bollywood in Mumbai, India.
Hollywood tends to portray Africa as an
exotic land of deserts and giraffes, popu-
lated by huddling masses, according to
Samuel Olatunje, a Nollywood publicist
known in the business as “Big Sam.”
Nigerian movies are popular because they
portray African people more accurately,
Big Sam explains outside his single-room

Lagos office. They explore African issues
rarely touched on in Hollywood - magic,
tribal loyalties, the struggle to modernize.
“Stories that you can relate to,” he says.
Ventures Africa business magazine says
Nollywood knocks out 2,000 titles a year
and is the third-largest earner in the
movie world, after Bollywood and

Hollywood. The $250-million industry
employs more than a million people.

‘Living in Bondage’
Artists say Nigeria’s bad infrastructure

and chaotic legal system prevent them
from making films that are as impressive in
their quality as they are in quantity. “You’ll
find that we’re having to make do,” leg-
endary Nollywood actor Olu Jacobs
explains at an exclusive country club in
Lagos. Trained at Britain’s Royal Academy
of Dramatic Arts, Jacobs says Nigerian
artists often have the same artistic capacity
as their Western counterparts, but not the

same financial capacity. “We’re not happy
because the finished product doesn’t have
the finish that it should have,” he says.

Later that day, Jacob’s driver inches his
car through grinding traffic in Lagos, the
African megalopolis as chaotic and
bustling as any Nollywood production
scene. A young businessman in an SUV

nearly cuts him off. The SUV driver’s eyes
grow wide when he recognizes Jacobs,
and he smiles like a child meeting Santa
Claus. He lets the actor’s car pass in front.
Nollywood was born, so the story goes,
when Kenneth Nnebue, a video storeown-
er, had too many blank tapes in the early
1990s. To find a use for them, he shot
“Living in Bondage” with a single camera
for video. The protagonist joins a secret
cult and kills his wife in a ritual sacrifice
that wins him enormous wealth but leaves
him haunted. The movie was an instant hit,
selling 500,000 copies.

Not enough power
But at the country club, Jacobs says

modern Nollywood is no accident. When
he returned to Nigeria from the London
stage in the early 1980s, he, like many oth-
er artists, knew he could make successful
movies at home. 

“We all knew that we had a market,” he
says. “When I grew up, cinemas were
always filled up. Stage performances were
all ways full. Why shouldn’t there be?” The
main problem for movie-makers, Jacobs
says, is also the top complaint of almost
every industry in Nigeria: not enough pow-
er. Less than half the population of Africa’s
most populous country has access to gov-
ernment electricity, and even the wealthi-
est families deal with daily power cuts.
Nigerian film producers pay a premium for
fuel to run generators to keep the lights on
and the equipment going.

Piracy also cuts into profits, Jacobs
says. After a film is released, producers
have only a few weeks before illegally

burned copies undercut their sales.
Pirated Nigerian DVDs cost no more than
a dollar or two and are available at mar-
kets in even the farthest corners of Africa.
But these cheap DVDs have also helped
the industry grow, making Nigerian
movies wildly popular in Africa and
among Africans overseas.

‘Epic-on-a-budget’
Last year, Nollywood ventured off the

continent entirely to screen “Half of a
Yellow Sun,” a movie about Nigeria’s
1960s civil war based on an award-win-
ning novel by Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie, at film festivals Toronto, London
and Los Angeles. While it didn’t get rave
reviews, the Hollywood Reporter called it
an “epic-on-a-budget” that will continue
to draw audiences. “Half of a Yellow Sun”
had a budget of about $8 million, the
largest in Nollywood history. By compari-
son, “The Hunger Games: Catching Fire,”
based on a book by Suzanne Collins, had
a budget of about $130 million and was
one of the highest grossing Hollywood
movies in 2013.

A week after the Los Angeles premiere
of “Half of a Yellow Sun,” the cast and
crew of a Nollywood soap opera,
“Remember Me,” pack into a hot, bor-
rowed apartment in Lagos. Director F. Olu
Michaels secures a red film over a harsh
white light with masking tape before call-
ing out “Action!” Then he silently drops to
his hands and knees and crawls behind
the cameraman to avoid casting shadows
on the set. After the shoot, as a generator
rumbles just far enough away from the set
to avoid being picked up by microphones,
Michaels says Nollywood films are improv-
ing rapidly because of intense competi-
tion.  “The quality of what we bring out
now is not what we brought out, even five
years ago,” he says. Still, he says, the indus-
try has a long way to go before its actors
and directors have a chance to make mil-
lions of dollars. —APNig
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Most prolific 
movie machine

In this photo taken
Wednesday
Nollywood actors
perform a scene in
Lagos, Nigeria.
—AP photos

A woman shops for
Nollywood DVDs on a
street in Lagos.

A man arranges Nollywood DVDs in a shop in Lagos.



Still in love
“I tied the blades of grass when I was

17,” remembered a smiling Sanam Rezaei,
68, as she sat alongside her husband
Abdolali, 75, in a Tehran park. “This man -
at that time a young man - approached
me there and proposed.” “This can hap-

pen to my grandchildren
too,” she added, her

eyes on a group of young people nearby.
“We’re still in love after half a century.”
Unlike other countries in the Middle East,
Iran follows the Persian solar year, which
begins on the first day of spring. It is now
the year 1393 in Iran, a date calculated
from the migration of the Prophet
Muhammad from the city of Mecca to
Medina in 622 AD.
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Iranians
avoid bad luck 

with outdoor festival

Iranians spend time outdoors observing the ancient festival of Sizdeh Bedar, an
annual public picnic day on the 13th day of the Iranian New Year, west of Tehran,
Iran, Wednesday. — AP photos

An Iranian girl runs with a kite during the ancient festival of Sizdeh Bedar, an
annual public picnic day on the 13th day of the Iranian New Year, at Pardisan Park.

Iranians flocked to parks rich with the smell of
grilled kebabs on Wednesday to toss around
Frisbees, bat badminton birdies and battle one

another in chess and backgammon - all to avoid
being caught inside on the unlucky 13th day of
the Persian New Year. The annual public picnic
day, called Sizdeh Bedar, which comes from the
Farsi words for “thirteen” and “day out,” is a lega-
cy from Iran’s pre-Islamic past that hard-liners in
the Islamic Republic never managed to erase
from calendars.

Many say it’s bad luck to stay indoors for the
holiday. “I know a family who stayed in and later
in the day the leg of their young boy was broken
when he fell down the stairs.” said Tehran resi-
dent Fatemeh Moshiri, 48.Iranian hard-liners have
tried unsuccessfully for decades to stamp out the
festival and other pre-Islamic events, which are
seen as closer to Zoroastrianism, the predomi-
nant faith of Iranians before Islam. They have had
little success.

“When we go out on Sizdeh Bedar, we take ill-
omens out with us,” Tehran resident Marzieh
Rahimim, 64, said. “Otherwise a quarrel may hap-
pen or an invaluable dish may be broken.” Last
week, Ayatollah Ahmad Khatami, a Friday prayer
leader, reiterated a common clerics’ admonition
that it is “superstitious” to believe that the 13th
day of the new year is unlucky or to think that the
popular practice of tying blades of grass together
on the day will bring good fortune. Enjoying
nature is commendable, Khatami
acknowledged, but
he said peo-

ple should nonetheless keep Islamic values in
mind because the festival comes a day before
Muslims remember the anniversary of the death
of the daughter of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

‘Nature Day’
Islam has been dominant for centuries in Iran,

but the country’s Zoroastrian past has left its
mark through festivals and traditions still cele-
brated to this day. The number of practicing
Zoroastrians is a tiny minority in today’s Iran,
however - around 60,000 people out of a popula-
tion of more than 76 million. State media and cal-
endar makers choose to call the festival “Nature
Day” instead of Sizdeh Bedar, given the bad-luck
associations with the number 13.

Families across the country spread rugs and
set up small tents in outdoor areas to mark the
holiday, sometimes just a few inches from their
neighbors. They have lunch, sip cups of tea and
munch on pistachios, fruit and candy. Iranians
also throw trays of sprouted seeds that have
been sitting on their new year tables into running
water to mark the occasion. Young and old alike
tie blades of grass together in the hope the year
will be filled with happiness and prosperity.
Young girls usually make wishes to get married as
they tie the blades of grass.

An Iranian woman
smokes a water
pipe with family
members 
observing the
ancient festival of
Sizdeh Bedar.
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Iranian men play backgammon while smoking water pipes.

It’s unlucky to stay inside on the 13th day of
the Iranian New Year, but fear surrounding
the number 13 has chilled people for cen-

turies around the world. The fear of the number
even has its own psychological term coined in
1910: “Triskaidekaphobia.” From Friday the 13th,
the Apollo 13 mission and even Judas’ 13th seat
at The Last Supper, here’s a look at the power of
the number 13 in history and popular culture:

The Last Supper’s unlucky 13th seat:
In Western lore, experts believe the fear over

13 started in the Bible. Some believe that at the
Last Supper, Judas, the disciple who betrayed
Jesus, was the 13th to sit at the table - though the
Christian text does not specify an order in which
they gathered. “It was first thought to be unlucky
to seat 13 at a table because of the Bible story but
after it developed that 13 was unlucky for any-
thing,” says Stuart Vyse, the author of “Believing
in Magic: the Psychology of Superstition.” Vyse
says that fears were consolidated in Norse
mythology in the late 8th to the mid-11th cen-
turies. The evil Loki, played by Tom Hiddleston in
Marvel’s “Thor” movies, was according to Viking
myth the 13th god in their pantheon. Also, death
is the 13th card in a tarot deck.

Is it Friday or Tuesday the 13th? 
The myth of the cursed Friday the 13th as

immortalized in the cult slasher movie is a rela-
tively new thing. It’s thought that already exist-
ing superstitions with the number’s bad luck
was merged with the bad association with
Friday, the day people were traditionally
hanged in Europe. For Christians, Friday is also
the day Jesus was crucified. Friday still chills in
the West, though ironically enough, a study
once claimed that in fact the number of car
crashes went down, not up, on Friday the 13th
as people stayed at home out of fear. In  Greece,
Mexico and Spain, it’s Tuesday the 13th that’s
thought to be cursed.

Apollo 13:
The Apollo 13 lunar mission, subject of

1995’s acclaimed Tom Hanks film, was aborted
after  an oxygen tank exploded. Before the

event, NASA and the crew’s commander Jim
Lovell brushed off the idea that Apollo 13 was a
cursed mission over superstitions. But numerol-
ogists had a field day over the mission’s launch
date that when written out - 4-11- 70 - the indi-
vidual digits add up to 13. It was also on April 13
that the tank exploded.

Air France doesn’t have a 13th row:
Airlines such as Air France often have a 12th

and 14th - but no 13th row. Many buildings in
the US don’t have a 13th floor, and some air-
ports are constructed without a gate 13. Experts
say that it’s an economic decision - as cus-
tomers would not spend money on something
they thought was cursed. According to a Gallup
poll that appeared in 2007 - spookily enough -
13 percent of Americans said they would be
bothered if they were placed on the 13th floor.

It’s 4 that’s unlucky in China:
In Asia, 13 is just another number. And in

China, it’s the number 4 that provokes the most
fear. The phenomenon, known technically as
“tetraphobia,” exists because of linguistic rea-
sons. “In Chinese the number 4 sounds much
like the word for ‘death,’” says Patrick
Alexander, a social anthropology lecturer at
Oxford University. “As a result, the number 4 is
often omitted in elevators and other public con-
texts.” The number 8 is particularly lucky in
China and Japan because it sounds similar to
“prosperity” or “wealth.”— AP

A look at the power of the 
number 13 in the world

Iranian Omid Khosravi practices parkour
during the ancient festival of Sizdeh
Bedar, an annual public picnic day on the
13th day of the Iranian New Year, in
Tehran, Iran.

Iranians play cards while
observing the ancient

festival of Sizdeh Bedar.

People in Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iraq and
Turkey, as well as other central Asian countries,
also celebrate the festival. Friends and relatives
use the Sizdeh Bedar festival as an opportunity
to meet up with friends they’ve not seen for
some time. It is at the tail-end of the extended
celebrations period for the Persian New Year,
or Nowruz. Sizdeh Bedar is one of two festive
outdoor pre-Islamic celebrations in Iran. 

The other one, known as “Chaharshanbe
Souri,” is celebrated before Nowruz and
involves jumping over bonfires and
shooting off fireworks as an opportu-
nity to purify the soul. Pejman
Mousavi, a columnist in the pro-
reform Etemad daily newspaper,
said Iranians see Sizdeh Bedar as a
reason to be happy. “This ancient
celebration is now mainly a pre-
text for people to be happier,”
Mousavi said. “People widely
welcome it while there is no
official call for it.” — AP
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Farmer produces 
six-legged lambs 

Afarmer has produced six legged
sheep.  Simon Bennet from Whatcroft

in Cheshire, north-west England was
shocked when the lambs, known as
Sprinkles and Cupcake, were born with
extra limbs and said the bizarre develop-
ment had simply happened “by chance”.
He told The Metro newspaper: “We had no
outside involvement from scientists, we
were not trying to create these lambs,
we’re an organic farm so their existence is
purely down to Mother Nature.” He
added: “Their six legs have made them fit-
ter and leaner and we expect their meat
to be extra succulent.” It was claimed
Simon was going to breed the animals in
order to reduce meat costs for consumers
until the story was revealed to be an elab-
orate April Fool’s joke.

Fanged rats terrorize town 

Agroup of fanged rats are terrorizing a
German town.  The sharp-toothed

water rodents - which are known as
Copyu and can grow up to 42 inches long
- have been scaring the residents of Halle
in East Germany after travelling to the
town by stream. One resident told the
Daily Mirror newspaper: “We just couldn’t
believe it when the creatures turned up in
the river.”A few people thought they were
cute but as soon as we discovered they
were rats many people become fright-
ened.” The rats - which are originally from
South America - are said to be making
their way towards Ireland now.

Kim Jong-un orders 
matching haircuts 

Kim Jong-un has ordered North Korean
citizens to copy his haircut.  The

supreme leader of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea has introduced
a new guideline which instructs all male
university students to get matching hair-
cuts, and some have now expressed their
reservations at shaving the sides of their
hair off and leaving the long bouffant
style on top. A source told Radio Free Asia:
“Our leader’s haircut is very particular, if
you will. It doesn’t always go with every-
one since everyone has different face and
head shapes.” Rules on haircuts have
reportedly been strict for some time now
with women being allowed a choice of
eighteen hairstyles while men had to
choose from ten, and a man who has
decided to leave the nation in favor of a
life in China claims Kim Jong-un’s haircut
is unpopular for more reasons than one.
He said: “Until the mid-2000s, we called it
the ‘Chinese smuggler haircut’”. 

— Bang Showbiz

Bizarre news

The doctors and therapists who worked
with a little girl from Afghanistan knew
the prosthetic arm they gave her would

change her life. What they didn’t anticipate
was that within weeks of strapping on her
new limb, 7-year-old Shah Bibi Tarakhail
would be using it to pick up a brush and
begin carving out a new life - of abstract
painting.

“What color would you like?” asked artist
Davyd Whaley as he sat next to her at a table
at the Galerie Michael on Rodeo Drive in the
heart of Beverly Hills on Wednesday after-
noon. “That one!” the normally reticent girl
responded with a determined voice as she
pointed to a tube of blue acrylic. Then, before

her mentor could fetch it, she grabbed it with
her new prosthetic hand, unscrewed the top
with her other hand and began squeezing
the tube’s contents onto a palette.

Pretty mind-blowing
As her friends from the nonprofit Children

of War Foundation and the Shriners Hospital
for Children Los Angeles looked on with
delight, Shah Bibi proceeded to put a series
of broad brush strokes across a piece of art
board Whaley had provided. Soon there were
shades of blue, green and bright orange laid
out across little stickers of fish, bunnies, a
flower and sky that Whaley had showed her
how to place on the board beforehand.

At one point she giggled with embarrass-
ment as she accidentally squeezed a tube of
orange paint onto the painting rather than
the pallete. But Whaley quickly assured her
that accidental art sometimes makes the best
abstract art. “You’re going to do a Jackson
Pollock,” he quipped. The finished result, the
artist said afterward, “was pretty mind-blow-
ing.” Shah Bibi, he said, not only handles a
brush well but has an impressive grasp of
matching colors. “She kind of has a facility for
it if she wants to pursue it,” added the artist
whose own work is the subject of a large
exhibition on display at Galerie Michael.

Less than a year ago, Shah Bibi was back at
home in Afghanistan when she went outside
one morning to play with her brother. There
had been a violent battle pitting Taliban fight-
ers against US military forces the night before,

but that was nothing residents weren’t used
to. Their village had been a cauldron of vio-
lence since the Afghan war began. “There was
what looked like a rock that she picked up and
threw on the ground and it exploded,” said
Ilaha Omar, a Children of War Foundation
member who brought her to the United
States, where Shriners Hospital treated her for
free. The explosion had destroyed her right
eye, taken off most of her right arm, put a few
scars on her face and killed her brother.

‘Let it Go’
She was a little frightened the first time he

saw her, said David Kraft, a prosthetist who
helped fit her with her new arm. But she
quickly warmed to the people around her
and impressed them with how quickly she
learned how to use it. She’ll return to her fam-
ily next week, but Children of War plans to
bring her back next year to fit her with a pros-

thetic eye and attend to her scars. Fluent in
the Afghan languages of Pashto and Dari,
she’s also picked up a good deal of English
since arriving in the US late last year. Also an
affinity for American culture. Decked out in a
pretty dress and a pair of Minnie Mouse
shoes, she sometimes sang along to the song
“Let it Go” from the Disney film “Frozen” as
she painted.

Afterward she was a bit quiet but still all
smiles as she wandered the gallery with an
iPhone, snapping pictures of the paintings,
the sculptures and the people. And also a few
selfies to take back home. But before heading
home to her host family and then
Afghanistan there was still some unfinished
business. As the afternoon grew longer and
the gallery crowd thinned, Whaley asked if
she might like to do another painting. “Yes!”
came the exuberant reply. And the pair got
back to work. — AP 

Afghan girl
who lost arm 

paints with prosthetic

Afghan war victim Shah Bibi Tarakhail, left, smiles as she shows her own painting with
artist Dayvd Whaley, right, at Galerie Michael in Beverly Hills, Calif. — AP photos

Shah Bibi Tarakhail uses an iPhone to videotape a bronze sculpture at Galerie Michael in
Beverly Hills.

Afghan war victim Shah Bibi Tarakhail uses
her new prosthetic arm to paint.
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Abdulnasser Gharem, a Saudi conceptual artist, poses in front of “Generation Kill,” a piece made with rub-
ber stamps, digital print and paint at the opening night of his exhibition titled Al-Sahwa (The Awakening)
at Ayyam gallery in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.—AP photos

Saudi artist Manal Al-Dowayan talks to the Associated
Press at her exhibition titled “Crash”.

A man passes by the Ayyam Gallery’s exhibi-
tion of Saudi conceptual artist Abdulnasser
Gharem titled Al Sahwa (The Awakening)
showing  “Generation Kill,” made from rub-
ber stamps, digital print and paint.

Saudi artist Manal Al-Dowayan poses with one
of her messenger pigeons of “Suspended
Together” installation at her exhibition titled
“Crash” at the Cuadro Art Gallery in Dubai.

When Ahmed Mater visited Mekkah in
2010 something felt off. Dozens of
cranes were eating away at the mosque

to make way for a larger complex surrounding the
Kaaba, the cube-shaped structure to which obser-
vant Muslims pray toward five times a day that
also draws millions of pilgrims annually from
around the world. The changes were irrevocably
transforming the city’s landscape. So Mater, a
practicing physician and modern artist, took pic-
tures. He titled his project “Desert of Pharan” in a
nod to Mekkah’s ancient name.

The kingdom’s modern art scene has become
a platform for Saudi artists to voice their frustra-
tion about the country’s most sensitive issues
without coming into friction with the country’s
rulers, reaching the public in new ways and allow-
ing individual points of view in a country where
dominant ultraconservative norms have long pre-
vailed. Saudi modern artists say they are at the
frontier of the kingdom’s censorship redlines,
muddying its boundaries through art. “Through
my art I am clearly making a critique. I am also act-
ing as a witness to the changes and taking part
with an opinion and a voice,” Mater said. “I believe
the artist’s role is to expose the truth.”

Stamped white doves 
Manal Al-Dowayan’s exhibitions focus on

women’s rights in Saudi Arabia. Her current exhi-
bition in Dubai’s Cuadro Art Gallery called “Crash”
is a research-based collection that exposes the
ways in which Saudi women are rendered voice-
less and nameless in news clippings about their
death. Al-Dowayan says the region’s pressures
force people to express themselves. “Creativity is
an amazing place to release energy, to release a
thought and to actually have a platform where
other people come in and say ‘I agree with you.
You’re not alone’,” she said. In another artwork,
she challenged shame attached to mentioning
women’s names in front of Saudi men by going
around the country collecting signatures from
300 women in a piece resembling prayer beads.

Her most famous project involved sculptures
of white doves stamped with a required permis-

sion notice for women to travel by their male
guardians - usually a husband or father - as per
Saudi law. In 2009, the sponsors of the Dubai
installation removed the details off the body of
the doves in catalogues without explanation, she
said. Two weeks later she was shocked to find
Saudi Arabia’s national airline featuring a four-
page spread of her doves in the in-flight maga-
zine. “I think these redlines have been engrained
in me, and it’s more of a struggle to understand
are these redlines? Do they really exist and have I
created them or has someone actually placed
them for me?” she said. “And so every project I
struggle with how far I can speak about the truth.”

Modern Saudi art scene
Saudi Arabia is one of the world’s last

absolute monarchies. Open calls for reform are a
criminal offense. Women are not allowed to
drive and a strict interpretation of Islam known
as Wahhabism is effectively the law of the land.
Adnan Manjal, who helped start Saudi Art Guide
in 2012, says the modern Saudi art scene chal-
lenges traditional notions about the country.
For example, when Saudi Art Guide first started
as a website listing art exhibitions in the king-
dom and abroad, Manjal said he was surprised
to find there were more than 50 art galleries
across the kingdom. Also, few know that the
eastern city of Jiddah purchased more than 400
sculptures for display in public squares in the
1980s, including major works from international
artists such as Henry Moore, Joan Miro, Jean
Arp, Alexander Calder and others. The modern
Saudi art scene was thrust into the spotlight in
2011 when Abdulnasser Gharem’s
Message/Messenger replica of a mosque dome
partially propped up by a minaret sold in a
Christie’s auction for a record-breaking
$842,000 to an Iranian buyer. It made him the
highest-paid living Arab artist in the world.

Manipulating the masses
Gharem, who has spent more than half his life

in the Saudi Army and is a lieutenant-colonel, said
the piece resembles a trap and is a metaphor for

how some ultraconservative clerics in his country
use religion to manipulate the masses. People say
that religion affects people. I see people affecting
religion,” he said. “The media cannot talk about
these issues, but art has a language that needs no
translator.” Because art is not taught in public
schools or public universities in Saudi Arabia, the
money from the sale was donated to an art pro-
gram for young Saudis.

While Gharem sometimes works on his art in
Saudi Arabia, he sends his works abroad because
it is banned in the kingdom. Artists working for
the Culture Ministry told him his work could not
be shown locally because it talks about religion,
he said. In one of his earlier projects, he wrote the
word “El-Sirat”, which means path in Arabic, over
and over again on the remains of a damaged
bridge to provoke thought about the word itself,
which is repeated at least 34 times a day by
Muslims in prayer. “The path is an individual thing
that you create on your own. I am trying to break
this idea of moving with the crowd,” Gharem said.
“People are living in a simulator. I am trying to get
people out of this simulator to live their lives.”

‘Facilitating encounters’
All three Saudi modern artists interviewed said

they have strong backing from members of the
Saudi ruling family, but that officials cannot be
seen openly supporting works that could draw
the ire of the country’s religious establishment.
There have been some exceptions, such as
Princess Jawaher bint Majed Al-Saud who funds
an annual art week in Jiddah. Another well-known
supporter is wealthy Saudi businessman Abdul-
Latif Jameel who created Art Jameel that supports
the London-based art collective Edge of Arabia
run by Stephen Stapleton.—AP

Saudi
a r t i s t s
cautiously push 

against
redlines
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Hospitals
Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000
Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005
Maternity Hospital                                         24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700
Chest Hospital                                               24849400
Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010
Adan Hospital                                               23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300
Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Clinics
Rabiya 24732263
Rawdha 22517733
Adailiya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Khaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salim 22549134
Al-Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Kuwait
KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

(27/03/2014 TO 02/04/2014)

Fajr: 04:14
Shorook 05:35
Duhr: 11:51

Asr: 15:23
Maghrib: 18:08 
Isha: 19:26

SHARQIA-1
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 1:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 4:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 6:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 8:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM

SHARQIA-2
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 1:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA
: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 4:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 7:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:45 AM

SHARQIA-3 Seats-225
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 1:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 3:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 5:45 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 7:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 9:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-1
TOKAREV (DIG) 1:45 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:45 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:00 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 8:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:15 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 12:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 2:30 PM
LEGEND (DIG) (Telugu) 4:45 PM
THU+FRI+SAT
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 5:00 PM
NO THU+FRI+SAT
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:45 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 10:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:05 AM

MUHALAB-3
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 1:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 4:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 7:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 9:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:30 AM

FANAR-1
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 2:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 4:00 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 6:15 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 8:15 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 10:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:15 AM

FANAR-2
TOKAREV (DIG) 1:30 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 3:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 8:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM

FANAR-3
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 12:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 2:30 PM
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 4:30 PM
THE RAILWAY MAN (DIG) 6:30 PM
THE RAILWAY MAN (DIG) 8:45 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 11:00 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 1:00 AM

FANAR-4
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 1:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 4:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 7:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 12:45 AM

FANAR-5
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 12:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 3:00 PM

BLOOD TIES (DIG) 5:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 9:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-1
NON-STOP (DIG) 12:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 3:15 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 5:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 10:00 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 12:15 AM

MARINA-2
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 1:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 3:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 6:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA:
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 9:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-3
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 1:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 4:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 6:00 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 8:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 12:30 AM

AVENUES-1
DIVERGENT (DIG) 1:15 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 4:00 PM
LEGEND (DIG) (Telugu) 7:00 PM
DIVERGENT (DIG) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:45 AM

AVENUES-2
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 1:00 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 3:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 5:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 8:30 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 11:00 PM

AVENUES-3
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 1:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 4:30 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG-3D) 7:15 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 10:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:45 AM

360º- 1
TOKAREV (DIG) 1:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 3:45 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 5:45 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 8:15 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:45 AM

360º- 2
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 2:00 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 4:15 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 6:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 8:45 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 11:00 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 1:15 AM

360º- 3
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 2:30 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 4:45 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 7:00 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 9:15 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 1:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 4:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 7:15 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 10:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG) 12:45 AM

AL-KOUT.2
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 2:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 4:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:30 PM

AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 8:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN  (DIG) (Arabic) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AL-KOUT.3
SABOTAGE (DIG) 1:00 PM
NON-STOP (DIG) 3:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 5:15 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 7:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 9:45 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 12:15 AM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

AL-KOUT.4
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 12:30 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 2:45 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 5:00 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 7:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 9:30 PM
BLOOD TIES (DIG) 11:45 PM
NO SUN+TUE+WED

BAIRAQ-1
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 1:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 4:00 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: 
THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D) 6:45 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D)
9:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG-3D)
12:15 AM

BAIRAQ-2
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 12:45 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 3:00 PM
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 5:30 PM
THE RAILWAY MAN (DIG) 7:30 PM
SABOTAGE (DIG) 10:00 PM
NEED FOR SPEED (DIG) 12:05 AM

BAIRAQ-3
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 2:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 4:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:30 PM
AL MAHARJAN (DIG) (Arabic) 8:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 10:30 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 12:30 AM

PLAZA
MR. PEABODY & SHERMAN (DIG) 4:00 PM
FRI+SAT
TOKAREV (DIG) 6:15 PM
ONLY LOVERS LEFT ALIVE (DIG) 8:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG)
10:45 PM

LAILA
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG)
5:30 PM
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG)
8:15 PM
TOKAREV (DIG) 11:00 PM

AJIAL.1
MAAN KARATE (DIG) (Tamil) 7:00 PM
MAAN KARATE (DIG) (Tamil) 10:00 PM

AJIAL.2
MAIN TERA HERO (DIG) (HINDI) 5:30 PM
MAIN TERA HERO (DIG) (HINDI) 8:00 PM
MAIN TERA HERO (DIG) (HINDI) 10:30 PM

AJIAL.3
OM SHANTHI OSHAANA 
(DIG) (Malayalam) 6:30 PM
OM SHANTHI OSHAANA
(DIG) (Malayalam) 9:30 PM

AJIAL.4
LEGEND (DIG) (Telugu) 6:45 PM
LEGEND (DIG) (Telugu) 9:45 PM
THU+FRI+SAT
CAPTAIN AMERICA: THE WINTER SOLDIER (DIG)
9:45 PM
NO THU+FRI+SAT

CHANGE OF NAME

FOR SALE

ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation available in
Kuwait city (Maliya) bed
space/sharing room available
for decent Goan bachelor
from 1st April with kitchen
facility. Contact: 50195621.
31-3-2014

SITUATION VACANT

An experienced person seeks
an opening in
accounts/stores. Call
97835420. (C 468)
31-3-2014

Lady Indian physiotherapist
B.PT, M.Sc (UK) 4 years experi-
ence, transferable visa, ready
to join. Please call 99651572.
(C 4677)

For immediate sale Volvo —
model 2003 - S 40, 4 cylinder,
price KD 1,100, run 114,000
km, black color, engine, gear
AC excellent condition, inte-
rior and exterior neat and
clean, no accidents, well
company maintained car,
computer test ready for
inspection anywhere on your
expense. For serious buyers
call 99072651. (C 4684)
3-4-2014

Mitsubishi Lancer 2012 -
GLX, dark grey color, excel-
lent condition, km 62,000,
KD 1950. Mob: 50994848.
(C 4681)

Chever Tril Plazer 2008 -
black color, excellent condi-
tion, KD 2200. Tel: 66729295.
(C 4682)
1-4-2014

Doctor selling Mitsubishi
Gallant model 2013, done
only 14000 km, like new, 4
cyl, for KD 3250 only (new KD
5400) & Jaguar X 2.50 model

I, Sudheer Thopugunta hold-
er of Indian Passport No.
K7916639 converted to Islam
do hereby change my name
to Ali Haider Shaik address in
India N.T.R. Nagar K.
Kandulavari Palli (vi) Chitvel
(MI) Kadapa Dist, AP.
(C 4683)
2-4-2014

2002, done only 83000 km,
very good, leather seats for
KD 950 only. Tel: 66572082.
(C 4679)

29-3-2014

Prayer timings
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By Helen Lewis

In 1930, John Maynard Keynes predicted
that within a century, we would work
only 15 hours a week. Just over two

decades later, a fresh-faced vice-president
called Richard Nixon volunteered that, by
1990, Americans would retire at the age of
38. And yet somehow, despite all the gadg-
ets and gizmos that were supposed to set
us free from drudgery - dishwashers, dis-
posable nappies, Skype - many people in
the developed world now feel they are
working harder than ever.

Brigid Schulte calls this “the overwhelm”.
The Washington Post reporter’s engaging
book - which is by turns a pop science
explainer, self-help guide and subtle femi-
nist polemic - aims to discover why some of
us feel there simply aren’t enough hours in
the day. She sympathizes: juggling family
and career, and feeling guilty about
neglecting both, she is “scattered, frag-
mented, exhausted”. Not only is she doing
too much - she feels she should always be
doing more.

Can you have it all?
It is a common sentiment, particularly

among working mothers; I recently sat in a
room full of high-profile women in the
media, discussing how they made it to the
top. The answer, again and again: working
part-time when their children were young,
and in one case, having a stay-at-home hus-
band. They were proof you couldn’t “have it
all”, if that meant working 60 hours a week
while raising a young family. “With work, if
it had been all or nothing, I would have
chosen nothing,” one said.

That is Schulte’s diagnosis, too: by far
the most leisure-time-starved group in soci-
ety are mothers (particularly single moth-
ers). It took decades for researchers to real-
ize this, because they initially regarded
childcare and housework as leisure time
(most were men). This isn’t a book that
hammers you with its feminist credentials,

but there is an unavoidably gendered
aspect to our ideas of what constitutes “real
work”, even though you’d be hard-pressed
to argue that a screaming toddler is the
easy option compared with piddling round
on Microsoft Excel.

Identify the problem
But even as an increasing number of

women work full-time outside the home,
our attachment to traditional gender roles
is hard to shake. Mothers still do far more
housework and childcare than fathers, even
when both parents work - and dads’ time
with their kids is often in the company of
their partner, making them the “helping”
parent, or the “fun” parent. Mums get to be
the “supervisory parent”, and therefore
can’t ever really relax. (In gay couples, the
roles are much more likely to be equitably
shared.) Such women experience free time
in tiny gobbets, all the
while hoping there
isn’t anything impor-
tant in their stack of
unread emails, and
that odd smell isn’t
cat sick under the stairs
again.

Fighting “the over-
whelm” means iden-
tifying the problem, and
there are three villains in this
book: our jobs, our expectations and our-
selves. Give a small cheer here if you live in
Europe, because it turns out that America
really, really hates its citizens and wants
them to be unhappy. “The US is the only
advanced economy that doesn’t guarantee
workers paid time off,” Schulte writes.
“Nearly one-quarter of all American workers
get no paid vacation, most of them low-
wage and part-time workers.” Oh, and don’t
expect any paid maternity leave either;
there is no legal requirement to offer it. All
this is a legacy of the religious right’s domi-
nance in the 1970s, when firebrands such as
Pat Buchanan decided that nurseries were

prob-
ably a plot to
indoctrinate children
and make them into tiny
commies. Schulte gazes longingly
towards Scandinavia, with its family-friend-
ly policies, but the US situation sounds so
bad I even felt a twang of pride for Blighty.

‘Busier than thou’
The next cause of the overwhelm is a

construct Schulte calls the “ideal worker”.
The ideal worker is the perfect capitalist
machine-part, never seizing up or breaking
down, always ready for overtime or foreign
travel, never missing a day to look after a
sick child or parent. Many businesses are in
the grip of “presenteeism”, imagining that
there is a perfect correlation between time
spent with bum on office chair and produc-
tivity. There isn’t: research shows most peo-
ple can only do eight hours of quality work
a day. After that, they are just desk meat,
surreptitiously playing Solitaire in a browser
window or daydreaming about dinner. A
macho long-hours culture hurts men just as
much as women: when new dads ask for
flexible working, they get burned both by
the assumption they are not dedicated to
the job and the assumption they are big old
Girlie Men.

We can’t blame everything on heartless
employers, though. The relatively affluent
have to take some responsibility for wor-
shipping at the Altar of Overwork, an atti-
tude Schulte calls “busier than thou”. Just as
having a tan became a status symbol once
it denoted that you could afford foreign
holidays, so being overwhelmed is a badge
of honor for middle-class professionals. Oh,

between Jonny’s clarinet lessons and my
Mandarin classes and Steve getting pro-
moted to partner, I don’t have a minute to
myself, they trill. Having no free time makes
the point you don’t just have a job. You
have a career. You are Going Somewhere.

Establishing metrics 
to measure success 

Schulte’s prescription is simple: decide
whether you love the bragging rights of
being busy enough to live in a debilitating
whirlwind of activity. If you don’t, perhaps
leave the clarinet unmolested and the box-
ercise class undone. As for housework, one
researcher’s message to women is refresh-
ingly simple: be a slattern. “Do you have to
be able to do open-heart surgery on the
kitchen floor?” he asks. 

This book’s strength is mixing research
and anecdote in a lively, accessible way,
with a reporter’s eye for detail. I underlined
a passage about “establishing metrics to
measure success and feedback loops to

course-correct” to remind me just how
refreshingly little hand-wavy mumbo-jum-
bo there is elsewhere. The obvious criticism
is that Schulte’s message speaks largely to
uptight overachievers in creative fields, and
being told to lobby for a four-day week or a
4 pm home-time won’t cut much ice if you
are on the minimum wage or a zero-hours
contract. (The author does acknowledge
that the figure for average working hours is
misleading because it obscures the gulf
between the crazy-busy top of the labor
market and the underemployed bottom,
yet is otherwise prone to breezy generaliza-
tions.) But, of course, a book like this can’t
hope to tackle every aspect of such a com-
plex subject, and even if it did, no one
would have time to read the result. There
just aren’t enough hours in the day.

— www.guardian.com 
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Overwhelmed: 
Work, Love and Play 

When No One Has the Time

Too busy? Welcome to the 

‘overwhelm’. Brigid Schulte’s

book is a prescription for treating

our doing-too-much culture



S t a r s
FRIDAY, APRIL 4, 2014

Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African Republic 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands)0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates00976

You could feel increasingly uncomfortable as the day goes on,
Aries. Perhaps you're tongue-tied in conversations - quite rare for
you. The problem is that you simply don't know what to say, or if
you do, you don't feel comfortable saying it in front of these peo-
ple. Perhaps you feel you've lost your edge. Don't despair. This is
only a passing phase. You should return to your full-blown com-
municative self before long.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

You could lapse into pessimism, Taurus. Suddenly the glass
appears half empty and everything looks bleak. You feel
like you're going around in circles. You might ask yourself
what you're doing it all for anyway. You can talk yourself
out of this mood as easily as you talked yourself into it. It
might not seem possible, but you must trust that it's neces-
sary in order to see the glass as half full again.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

You might be much more aware of yourself than usual and
hyper-alert to every move you make today, especially around
others, Gemini. You're feeling self-conscious about your words,
and you could be constantly wondering if you're saying the
right thing to the right person at the right time. Too much self-
analysis of could drive you completely insane if you aren't care-
ful. Try not to take everything so seriously.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Your attitude is calm and matter-of-fact when talking to others,
Cancer. You tell it like it is while omitting the frills and fantasies.
You have no reason to hide the truth, so you're happy to dis-
close information to any willing listener. Be careful, because
you could get into someone else's private business uninvited. If
you hear some secret information, you could tell it to others
who definitely shouldn't hear it.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You're likely to have tremendous concentration that seems to
have materialized out of nowhere. Use this to your advantage,
Leo, because it may not last long. You're usually blown from
one thing to another like a leaf in the wind, and it's hard for
you to settle on one project or issue for an extended time.
You may have to shut a few people out in order to finish some
tasks, but that's fine. Do what you have to do.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Be careful about shutting yourself off from the rest of the world,
Virgo. You might hesitate to talk to people. You could have the
feeling that they're unworthy of your time. Perhaps you feel that
your problems are more important and that others are too con-
cerned with superficial things to understand the true depth of
your nature. Isolating yourself certainly isn't going to remedy
the situation. You really need to communicate more.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You might talk as if you possess many lifetimes of wisdom,
Libra. Perhaps you do, but that doesn't mean you should be
arrogant about it. Your words might have the tone of a sage
schooled in every subject. As a result, you could grow frustrat-
ed with others who act immature or uneducated. It isn't your
job to judge. Help others understand the bigger picture instead
of assume they're unworthy or unwilling to learn.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Once you've made up your mind, Scorpio, it's doubtful that
anyone can change it. You're set in your ways and your plans
are set in stone. Having this solid base to stand on will let oth-
ers support you effectively. You're trustworthy and predictable.
Others can depend on you and know where they stand in rela-
tion to you. Don't let self-doubt slip in. This is your time to
stand tall and proud.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You might be hard and cold when it comes to the facts,
Sagittarius, and you could come across as tough and rather
harsh. In reality, this often just masks your sensitive interior.
Perhaps you're insecure about your feelings and how you
express yourself. People might never know this because you're
so good at showing only the strong-willed, electric side of your
personality. Be careful of being too stingy about sharing your-
self with others.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You could hesitate to take the initiative, Pisces. Instead, you'd
rather wait and see how things pan out before you make a major
move. Your movements are hindered in some way, although you
may not be sure why. It's best to go with your intuition and not
question too much. Just know that you're better off taking the
safer route rather than walking too far out on the thin ice.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

If you have the opportunity to teach someone a lesson,
Aquarius, feel free to do so. There's probably someone in your
world who could use a bit of instruction now. You'll have the
patience and clarity of words to straighten things out and make
the correct path obvious. Don't be stingy with your knowledge.
The situation will improve for you and everyone else when you
selflessly spread your wisdom to others.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

COUNTRY CODES

You're likely to be feeling a bit lonely, perhaps even isolat-
ed, Capricorn. Maybe you think no one else has your same
wild thoughts running through their heads. You'd be sur-
prised to learn how many people do. It's unlikely, however,
that you'll share these thoughts with anyone, especially
now. Don't feel like you have to. Just know that you aren't
alone and that you have a network of support at all times.
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ACROSS
1. Counting the number of white and red blood cells and the number of platelets in 1
cubic millimeter of blood.
4. (of e.g. speech and writing) Tending to depart from the main point or cover a wide
range of subjects.
12. A health resort near a spring or at the seaside.
15. A toilet in England.
16. Adjourn by royal prerogative.
17. Not in good physical or mental health.
18. American prizefighter who won the world heavyweight championship three
times (born in 1942).
19. Have force or influence.
20. A humorous anecdote or remark.
21. Informal or slang terms for mentally irregular.
23. A thin strip (wood or metal).
24. Any of various cycads of the genus Zamia.
26. A prominent aspect of something.
29. Italian (Roman Catholic) theologian remembered for his attempt to reconcile faith
and reason in a comprehensive theology (1225-1274).
32. A chisel of tempered steel with a sharp point.
33. A hidden drawback.
36. A vessel in which something is immersed to maintain it at a constant temperature
or to process or lubricate it.
40. Necessary for relief or supply.
42. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic element.
43. Any of various deciduous or evergreen ornamental shrubs of the genus Abelia
having opposite simple leaves and cymes of small white or pink or purplish flowers.
45. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
46. An antianxiety agent (trade name Xanax) of the benzodiazepine class.
47. A rare heavy polyvalent metallic element that resembles manganese chemically
and is used in some alloys.
48. Make amends for.
49. An oral cephalosporin (trade names Keflex and Keflin and Keftab) commonly pre-
scribe for mild to moderately severe infections of the skin or ears or throat or lungs or
urinary tract.
52. Any of various widely distributed beetles.
55. The United Nations agency concerned with civil aviation.
56. A public promotion of some product or service.
58. An intensely radioactive metallic element that occurs in minute amounts in urani-
um ores.
59. Someone whose business is advertising.
60. 16 ounces.
62. An international organization of European countries formed after World War II to
reduce trade barriers and increase cooperation among its members.
64. A radioactive transuranic element.
66. Lying in the same plane.
70. On a ship, train, plane or other vehicle.
75. According to the Old Testament he was a pagan king of Israel and husband of
Jezebel (9th century BC).
76. African antelopes.
79. The cry made by sheep.
80. Port city that is the capital and largest city of Latvia.
81. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
82. A container.
83. A person who acts and gets things done.

C R O S S W O R D 5 0 7
84. Genus of beetles whose grubs feed mainly on roots of plants.
85. The compass point midway between northeast and east.

DOWN
1. Wearing or provided with clothing.
2. A cord fastened around the neck with an ornamental clasp and worn as a necktie.
3. The arrangement of the hair (especially a woman's hair).
4. Rate of revolution of a motor.
5. Bristlelike process near the tip of the antenna of certain flies.
6. Invertebrate having a soft unsegmented body usually enclosed in a shell.
7. Eurasian rose with prickly stems and fragrant leaves and bright pink flowers fol-
lowed by scarlet hips.
8. Fishes having large mouths with a wormlike filament attached for luring prey.
9. One of the most common of the five major classes of immunoglobulins.
10. Usually large hard-shelled seed.
11. (informal) A man who is (usually) old and/or eccentric.
12. The 18th letter of the Greek alphabet.
13. A hairdo formed by braiding or twisting the hair.
14. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking true
stems and roots and leaves.
22. Tropical New World lizard with a long tail and large rectangular scales on the belly
and a long tail.
25. The clay from which adobe bricks are made.
27. An accessory or adjoining anatomical parts or appendages (especially of the
embryo).
28. The world's largest desert (3,500,000 square miles) in North Africa.
30. The French-speaking capital of the province of Quebec.
31. A crystalline metallic element not found in nature.
34. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
35. A bureaucrat who levies taxes.
37. Fear resulting from the awareness of danger.
38. The inner and thicker of the two bones of the human leg between the knee and
ankle.
39. Austrian composer who influenced the classical form of the symphony (1732-
1809).
41. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake Chad.
44. The 2nd letter of the Greek alphabet.
50. The syllable naming the fourth (subdominant) note of the diatonic scale in
solmization.
51. A gate or bar across a toll bridge or toll road which is lifted when the toll is paid.
53. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac insects.
54. Edible starchy tuberous root of taro plants.
57. Quieten or silence (a sound) or make (an image) less visible.
61. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
63. Any system of principles or beliefs.
65. Bringing death.
67. A midwestern state in north central United States in the Great Lakes region.
68. Especially one side of a leaf.
69. Plant with an elongated head of broad stalked leaves resembling celery.
71. A small cake leavened with yeast.
72. A French abbot.
73. Water falling in drops from vapor condensed in the atmosphere.
74. A native or inhabitant of Denmark.
77. Game in which matchsticks are arranged in rows and players alternately remove
one or more of them.
78. South American wood sorrel cultivated for its edible tubers.

Yesterdayʼs Solution

Yesterday’s SolutionDaily SuDoku
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ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopian running legend
Kenenisa Bekele says he is in shape and
hopeful for a win ahead of his hotly-await-
ed marathon debut on the streets of Paris
tomorrow.

The double world recorder holder in
5,000 and 10,000m will be the star draw at
the Paris marathon, and although not con-
sidered a world record course like Berlin,
Chicago, or London, all eyes will be on
Bekele to see how he manages the leap to
track superstardom to the ultimate dis-
tance. “I have a good chance to win
because I prepared well. I will run to win, I
cannot expect myself to lose,” he told AFP.

“I can’t sit, I can’t sleep... it’s the race.”
Bekele said his training volume peaked at
240 kilometers (150 miles) a week, all of it
at high altitude at his training base in the
hills outside Addis Ababa. He admitted
though that he found the higher volume
of training for a marathon was at times
“boring”.

Now tapering his training for the big
day, he said he was just running easy and
mixing in some shorter track sessions. “I’m
just minimising, decreasing the kilome-
tres... that’s very important now, just easy
training,” he said.

After an illustrious career in shorter dis-

tances, the 31 year-old is hoping to follow
in the footsteps of Ethiopian “emperor”
Haile Gebreselassie, who made a success-
ful leap from the track to the marathon.
Bekele has made a stunning comeback
from a debilitating calf injury which kept
him out of competition for nearly three
years. In September, he defeated
Gebreselassie and his track rival Mo Farah
in his comeback race at the Great North
run-his half marathon debut-outkicking
Farah in the dramatic final stretch of the
21.1 kilometre (13.1 mile) race.

Farah will be making his own marathon
debut in London a week after the Paris

race, but Bekele has opted not to go head
to head with him in the London marathon,
where the competition is likely to be far
more intense because of the presence of a
strong Kenyan contingent.

While Bekele said he is not putting too
much pressure on himself, he is aiming for
winning results in Paris this weekend. “It’s
very special,” he said. “It’s great if I will win
in my first marathon, it’s amazing, it’s a
great thing you know if I really achieve it.”
Bekele’s toughest competition will come
from a pack of seasoned fellow Ethiopians
that include Abdullah Shami, who has a
personal best of 2:05.42. — AFP

Bekele says in shape for marathon debut in Paris

CINCINNATI : Chris Heisey’s single in the bottom of the ninth
inning ended Cincinnati’s record scoreless streak to open a
season and sent the Reds to a 1-0 victory over the St. Louis
Cardinals on Wednesday night following a long rain delay.

The Reds set a modern franchise record by failing to score
in the first 17 innings of the season. Their previous worst was
13 scoreless innings in 1909 and 1934.Ryan Ludwick and Todd
Frazier opened the ninth with singles off Carlos Martinez (0-1).
After a sacrifice, Brayan Pena was walked to load the bases
and the pinch-hitting Heisey singled up the middle.  The Reds
were the last team in the majors to score a run this season.
Heisey’s hit broke an 0 for 11 slump with runners in scoring
position.J.J. Hoover (1-0) pitched out of a threat in the ninth,
getting Matt Adams on a called third strike with two runners
aboard. The NL Central rivals waited 2 hours, 40 minutes to get
started. They wanted to get the game in because heavy rain
was forecast for today afternoon when they conclude their
series.  The Reds promoted it as opening night, complete with
pregame player introductions and postgame fireworks. The
introductions were cancelled because of the long delay, and

the fireworks were shot off as the grounds crew removed the
tarp and prepared the field for the first pitch.

Neither starter had a problem because of the delay. Left-
hander Tony Cingrani gave up a pair of singles and two walks
in seven innings. He spent the offseason working on his sec-
ondary pitches. Last year, he threw his fastball 81.7 percent of
the time, the second-most by a starter in the majors, accord-
ing to STATS LLC.

Michael Wacha allowed three hits in 6 2-3 innings. He got
shortstop Zack Cozart to ground into a forceout with the
bases loaded in the fourth.Cozart saved a run with a diving
catch in center field in the eighth, grabbing Matt Carpenter’s
sinking liner with a runner in scoring position.

The defending National League champions opened the
season with a 1-0 win on Monday, when Yadier Molina’s sev-
enth-inning homer made the difference. It was the first time
since 1953 that the Reds were shut out on opening day.

St. Louis hasn’t started a season with back-to-back shutouts
since 1963, when the Cardinals posted three consecutive
shutouts. — AP

Reds break record slump, 
beat Cardinals 1-0 in 9th

PHOENIX: Paul Goldschmidt #44 of the Arizona Diamondbacks swings at a pitch by Tim Hudson #17 of the San Francisco
Giants during an MLB game at Chase Field on Wednesday in Phoenix, Arizona. — AFP

Wiggins, Cancellara 
to race in Flanders, 

PARIS: Britain’s former Tour de France champion Bradley Wiggins
will race the Tour of Flanders yesterday for the first time since
2005, his Sky team have confirmed. 

The 33-year-old, who became the first British rider to win the
fabled Tour de France in 2012 will also use the race to prepare for
the Paris-Roubaix, the following weekend, one of his principle ear-
ly season objectives. 

In his only participation to date, he finished 81st nine years
ago.  Compatriot Geraint Thomas, who finished third in the GP E3
last Friday, before a crash two days later in the Gent-Wevelgem, is
also included although current Tour de France champion Chris
Froome will miss the event. 

British team Sky, will also line up with Norway’s Edvald Boasson
Hagen, who came home third in the Omloop Het Nieuwsblad
behind Sky’s triumphant Ian Stannard, at the beginning of March.
Stannard is not included in Sky’s eight man team.  Elsewhere,
American team BMC announced former world champion Philippe
Gilbert will not, as expected, race the one-day classic on Sunday.
The Belgian rider, who won the world title in 2012 and finished
third in the Belgian race in 2009 and 2010, has opened the way for
compatriot and teammate Greg Van Avermaet to lead the team in
his absence. Van Avermaet finished 4th in 2012 on the race, which
starts in Bruges on April 6 and runs over 259.2km to Audenarde, as
well as coming home seventh in last year’s rendition. BMC will also
look to Norwegian veteran Thor Hushovd, Italian Manuel
Quinziato and Swiss youngster Silvain Dillier, 23, to challenge for
honours.  Defending champion Fabian Cancellara of Switzerland
will also be on the start line as part of a strong Trek team that also
includes double winner Stijn Devolder of Belgium. 

Cancellara, 33, won the race by a comfortable 1min 27secs last
year, and also crossed the line first in 2010 while Devolder picked
up his victories in 2008 and 2009.

Nicknamed “Spartacus”, Cancellara has won eight stages on
the Tour de France and worn the leader’s yellow jersey on numer-
ous occasions, as well as being a former Olympic and world cham-
pion time-trialist. The Berne native has also won the Paris-Roubaix
in 2006, 2010 and 2013, a title he is set to defend the following
weekend. — AFP

DE PANNE: The Netherlands’ Niki Terpstra of team Omega
Pharma - Quick Step and Belgium’s Gert Steegmans of
team Omega Pharma - Quick Step ride during the first part
of the third and last stage of the “Three days of De Panne -
Koksijde” cycling race, ran from and to De Panne, yester-
day in De Panne. — AFP 
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ANAHEIM: Philip Larsen #36 of the Edmonton Oilers is pursued by Patrick Maroon #62 of the
Anaheim Ducks for the puck in the third period at Honda Center on Wednesday in Anaheim,
California. The Ducks defeated the Oilers 3-2. — AFP

BAHRAIN: Red Bull driver Sebastian Vettel of Germany, left, jokes with his teammate Red Bull
driver Daniel Ricciardo of Australia, back to camera, as they play for a tv interview in the pad-
dock, ahead the Bahrain Formula One Grand Prix at the Formula One Bahrain International
Circuit in Sakhir, Bahrain, yesterday. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Drew Doughty and Anze Kopitar
scored power-play goals, Jonathan Quick made
17 saves in his sixth shutout of the season, and
the Los Angeles Kings clinched a playoff spot
with a 4-0 victory over the Phoenix Coyotes on
Wednesday night. Kopitar, Jeff Carter and rookie
Tanner Pearson each had a goal and an assist for
the surging Kings, who have all but locked up
third place in the Pacific Division and a first-
round postseason matchup with California rivals
San Jose or Anaheim.

Thomas Greiss stopped 28 shots for the
Coyotes, whose playoff hopes have been hurt
by three straight losses. Phoenix and Dallas are
even in eighth place in the Western Conference
with 85 points apiece, but the Stars have seven
games still to play - two more than the Coyotes.

Phoenix hadn’t been shut out since a 2-0 loss
to Columbus on Jan. 2, but the Coyotes man-
aged few good chances against Quick and the
Kings’ formidable defense.

Quick’s shutout was the 31st of his career,
leaving him one shy of tying Rogie Vachon’s
franchise record. Quick, whose six shutouts are
second-most in the NHL behind Boston’s
Tuukka Rask, passed Vachon to become the win-
ningest goalie in Kings history last month.

Pearson scored his third career goal and Alec
Martinez had two assists for the Kings, who had
lost three straight to Phoenix. Los Angeles has
been outstanding since the Olympic break, win-
ning 14 of 18 on the way to its fifth consecutive
playoff berth. The Kings have won seven of
eight over the past two weeks, solidifying their
postseason plans after a prolonged skid before
the break.

Los Angeles took the lead just 1:20 after the
opening faceoff when Jeff Carter feathered a
beautiful cross-ice pass to Pearson, who
dropped to one knee to take the shot. Pearson,
the Kings’ first-round pick in 2012, has earned a
regular lineup spot after just 22 games in his
rookie season.

Doughty scored early in the second period,
putting a shot behind Carter’s moving screen.
The two-time, gold medal-winning defenseman
played an outstanding two-way game, passing
and shooting with the formidable skill show-
cased while playing for Canada in Sochi.

Carter scored on an end-to-end rush midway
through the third period, forcing a turnover and
blowing a shot past Greiss. Kopitar scored his
25th goal of the season 40 seconds later on a
vicious one-timer, giving the Slovenian center

six 25-goal seasons in his career.
Los Angeles (45-26-6) needs one more victo-

ry to match the franchise record of 46, done
three times previously. The Kings, who have
won eight straight road games, visit the Shark
Tank on Thursday night to open a four-game
trip.

Red Wings 3, Bruins 2
Detroit’s Tomas Jurco and Gustav Nyquist

scored twice in a 1:42 span in the third period,
and goaltender Jimmy Howard made 33 saves,
to give the Red Wings a come-from-behind win
over the Boston Bruins.

The loss snapped Boston’s franchise-record
nine-game road unbeaten streak and was the
Bruins’ first regulation loss in 17 games (15-1-1).
Tomas Tatar added a goal and an assist for
Detroit (36-26-14), who are in the seventh play-
off spot in the Eastern Conference. Johnny
Boychuk and Carl Soderberg scored for Boston
(52-18-6).

Islanders 2, Senators 1
A power-play goal by Casey Cizikas with

10:29 left in the third period proved to be the
difference as the Islanders handed Ottawa a
defeat that further damaged what slim hopes
the Senators had left of making the playoffs.

Islanders goalie Anders Nilsson turned in a
stellar performance, making 35 saves. Ottawa
goalie Craig Anderson stopped 25 shots.
Islanders center Josh Bailey also scored, while
Milan Michalek replied for the Senators.

The Islanders (31-35-10) are far removed
from the playoff race and the Senators (32-30-
14) are now pretty much in the same boat, the
loss leaving them five back of the last wildcard
spot with just six games remaining.

Ducks 3, Oilers 2
Defenseman Francois Beauchemin scored

the winning goal with 1:21 left and the Anaheim
Ducks rallied for a victory over the Edmonton
Oilers. Beauchemin delivered by ripping a shot
past former teammate and Edmonton goalie
Viktor Fasth.

Right winger Corey Perry scored twice for
the Pacific Division-leading Ducks (50-18-8),
who topped 50 wins for the first time in fran-
chise history, and also assisted on the winning
goal .  Anaheim goal ie  Frederik  Andersen
stopped 30 shots and Fasth finished with 23
saves. —Agencies

MANAMA: Force India’s Sergio Perez hoped
Sunday’s Bahrain Grand Prix would mark the
real start of his Formula One season after dis-
missing last weekend’s Malaysian race as
“boring” yesterday.

The Mexican did not start at Sepang due
to a gearbox problem and spent the after-
noon watching as a spectator instead.

It was not an experience the 24-year-old is
in any hurry to repeat.

“Malaysia for me was quite a boring race,
with Mercedes dominating and actually noth-
ing happening in the midfield,” he told
reporters at a gusty and cloudy Sakhir circuit.
“I think it was a boring race.

“Here hopefully we can see good racing.
Hopefully for the fans and for the good of
Formula One we can have a good show here,”
he added.

Perez has just one point to his credit from
two races in his first season with Force India,
and that was thanks to Red Bull’s Australian
Daniel Ricciardo being disqualified in
Melbourne and remains subject to appeal.

The former Sauber and McLaren driver’s
German team mate Nico Hulkenberg mean-
while has 18 points after finishing fifth in
Malaysia and sixth in Australia.

Perez, whose Australian Grand Prix was
ruined by a collision with the Sauber of com-
patriot Esteban Gutierrez on the first lap, said
he had just had bad luck.

“The first two weekends have been really
unfortunate for me with too many issues.
Hopefully now that the car has the pace, Nico
has shown it has good pace, we can have a
clear weekend without the issues,” he said.

“He has had two very strong races and a
lot of points, so I am quite behind...Basically
this is my start of the season so hopefully we
can have a great result.

“I think there is good potential on the car,
every weekend we are learning a lot. Once we
have no issues and problems we should be
really competitive,” he added.

Tight security
Bahrain tightened security yesterday, as

the three-day Formula One Grand Prix was
about to get underway, with the country’s

Shiite opposition planning protests to
seize  wor ld  attent ion for  pro-reform
demands.

Demonstrations have been held during
the event every year since 2011 by oppo-
nents of the ruling Sunni Al-Khalifa dynasty
in an attempt to highlight those demands.

Clashes frequently erupt on the out-
skirts of Manama between security forces
and protesters from the Shiite majority
demanding that the Khalifas surrender
their grip on all key cabinet posts in favour
of an elected government.

This year’s Grand Prix begins Friday and
runs through Sunday.

Yesterday, police deployed along a main
road linking Manama to the Sakhir 

F1 circuit in the south, as more check-
points were set up on roads leading to Shiite
villages, witnesses said.

The influential Shiite opposition bloc Al-
Wefaq has called for a rally Friday on the main
Budaya highway, four kilometres (2.5 miles)
west of Manama, which links several Shiite vil-
lages.

Leader Sheikh Ali Salman has urged sup-
porters to protest “peacefully... and exploit
the presence of (foreign) media attending the
F1... so the world could hear the voice of the
opposition and its demands and the oppres-
sion we suffer from in our country.”

Al-Wefaq’s peaceful rallies are usually tol-
erated by the authorities and rarely end in
violence.

But protests by supporters of the radical
February 14 Revolution Youth Coalition
cyber-group often degenerate into clashes
with police. 

The group, accused by authorities of links
to Shiite-majority Iran, called for demonstra-
tions Friday in the Al-Seef Junction area, west
of Manama, under the slogan: “Stop the
blood formula.”

Public security chief General Tariq Hasan
said Tuesday the authorities have taken “all
measures and plans” to secure the Formula
One event.

Meanwhile, Amnesty International has
raised concerns of a crackdown ahead of the
Grand Prix. — Agencies

Kings rout Coyotes 4-0 
to clinch playoff berth

Perez hopes Bahrain can 
make up for Sepang snooze
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PHOENIX: Darren Collison and Blake Griffin scored 23 points apiece
and the Los Angeles Clippers rallied from a 17-point third-quarter
deficit to beat the Phoenix Suns 112-108 Wednesday night. Chris
Paul added 20 points, including a 32-foot 3-pointer just before the
shot clock expired to put the Clippers up for good 108-106 with
1:48 to play. Eight Suns reached double figures, led by Marcus
Morris with 16 points. Phoenix fell into a three-way tie with
Memphis and Dallas for the last two playoff spots in the West. The
Suns would lose the tiebreaker the way it stood Wednesday night.

Phoenix used a 22-5 run to lead 91-74 with 1:49 left in the third
period and was up 91-78 entering the fourth. Griffin had been list-
ed as doubtful for the game with back spasms. Ex-Sun Jared Dudley
made two free throws with 8.1 seconds to play to clinch the
Clippers’ fourth victory in a row and 17th in 19 games.

Goran Dragic and Gerald Green scored 15 points apiece for the
Suns, but Dragic was just 2 of 11 from the field, 0 of 5 from 3-point
range. P.J. Tucker, whose rebounding was a big factor in the Suns’
third-quarter run, had 10 points and 11 rebounds. With Griffin and
Paul on the bench, the Clippers scored 11 in a row early in the
fourth quarter - the last five by Willie Green - to cut Phoenix’s lead
to 92-85. Dudley’s 3-pointer with 5:57 to go cut it to 97-94. Dudley’s
two free throws put Los Angeles ahead 105-104 with 2:38 left. Eric
Bledsoe’s 9-foot floater gave the Suns their last lead 106-105 with
2:15 left.

Phoenix’s defense was strong on the next possession, and just
before the clock was to expire, Paul let hit from far beyond the arc.
Griffin’s rebound basket with 49.5 seconds left made it 110-106.
Bledsoe scored on the layup to cut it to 110-108.

The Suns had a chance to tie it, but Collison blocked Bledsoe’s
layup from behind. The ball went out of bounds off the Suns and
Dudley’s free throws iced the win. The Suns broke away from a 69-
69 tie with their 22-5 outburst. Tucker had three rebound baskets in
the run. He was fouled on his final one, capping the big run with a
three-point play that gave Phoenix its biggest lead, 91-74, with 1:49
left in the period. The Clippers scored the next four to trail 91-78
entering the fourth. Phoenix led 62-60 at the break.

Washington 118, Boston 92   
The Washington Wizards are in the playoffs for the first time

since 2008, clinching an Eastern Conference berth Wednesday
night with a 118-92 win over the Boston Celtics. Marcin Gortat
scored 22 points to lead the Wizards, who gathered for a celebrato-
ry huddle at midcourt after the final whistle. John Wall, the 2010
No. 1 overall draft pick playing the first meaningful late-season
games of his career, added 13 points and 10 assists. The Wizards’
playoff position had been relatively secure for several weeks in the
weakened East, but seeing the magic number reach zero was a
milestone worth noting for a franchise whose win totals since their
last postseason appearance have been 19, 26, 23, 20 and 29 - never
finishing better than 24 games below .500. Jared Sullinger had 25
points, and Rajon Rondo had 13 to lead the Celtics.

Spurs 111, Warriors 90
Tony Parker had 18 points and eight assists, while Tim Duncan

had 15 points and eight rebounds as San Antonio extended its fran-
chise-record winning streak to 19 games. San Antonio (59-16)
extended its league-leading record to four games over the Thunder
City (54-19) ahead of their matchup Thursday night in Oklahoma
City. Spurs coach Gregg Popovich was able to rest his core players
with his team leading by as many as 26 points and never trailing
after the opening three minutes. Marreese Speights scored 22
points and fellow reserve Jordan Crawford added 16 points for
Golden State. Klay Thompson had 15 points and Stephen Curry 11
for the Warriors, who were playing on the second night of back-to-
back games.

Bulls 105, Hawks 92
D.J. Augustin scored 23 points as Chicago bumped slumping

Atlanta out of the final playoff spot in the Eastern Conference with
two weeks left in the season. Chicago took control with a 16-3 run
in the second quarter and led the rest of the way, fending off the
last of Atlanta’s runs when Jimmy Butler swished a 3-pointer with
just over a minute remaining. The Hawks lost for the 21st time in 28
games, this one dropping them slightly behind New York for the
eighth playoff seed. The Knicks (33-43) routed Brooklyn 110-81 to
climb percentage points ahead of Atlanta (32-42). Cleveland is also
in the mix after beating Orlando. Paul Millsap led the Hawks with 22
points.

Knicks 110, Nets 81
J.R. Smith had 24 points, eight rebounds and six assists and

Carmelo Anthony added 23 points and 10 rebounds as New York beat
city rival Brooklyn to extend a late-season playoff push.

Tim Hardaway Jr. scored 17 points a game after spraining his right
ankle to help the Knicks win for the 12th time in 15 games, dominat-
ing a team that had the best record in the Eastern Conference since
the new year. New York won its third straight and moved percentage
points ahead of Atlanta for the eighth and final playoff spot in the East
when the Hawks lost to the Bulls.

The Knicks made 24 of 36 shots in taking a 63-38 halftime time in
front of new president Phil Jackson, finishing at a season-high 60 per-
cent and outrebounding Brooklyn 41-23. Joe Johnson scored 16
points for the Nets, who had won three straight.

Raptors 107, Rockets 103
DeMar DeRozan scored 29 points, Jonas Valanciunas and Greivis

Vasquez each had 15, helping Toronto win its seventh straight home
meeting with Houston. Terrence Ross scored 14 points and John
Salmons had 12 as the short-handed Raptors won for the fourth time
in five games. James Harden scored 26 points and Chandler Parsons
had 20 for the Rockets, who lost their third straight after winning the
previous five. The Rockets hurt themselves by missing eight of 30 free
throw attempts, including five misses in the fourth quarter.

Jeremy Lin scored 16 points and Donatas Motiejunas had 13 for
the Rockets, who could have clinched a playoff spot with a win and a
loss by either Memphis or Phoenix.

Heat 96, Bucks 77
LeBron James scored 17 points, Chris Bosh added 15 and Miami

stayed atop the Eastern Conference with a win over Milwaukee.Mario
Chalmers added 14 for the Heat, who never trailed despite again
being without Greg Oden, Dwyane Wade and Ray Allen. The win kept

Miami percentage points (52-22) ahead of Indiana (53-23) in the East.
Ramon Sessions scored 19 points for Milwaukee, which got 14

from Jeff Adrien, 11 from Brandon Knight and 10 from John Henson.
Zaza Pachulia grabbed 16 rebounds in 26 minutes for the NBA-worst
Bucks, who have now had 11 games this season in which they never
led. The Bucks fell to 14-61 with seven games remaining and are now
only one loss away from tying the franchise record for most defeats in
a season.

CAVALIERS 119, MAGIC 98
Dion Waiters scored 26 points, Spencer Hawes and Tristan

Thompson had 20 each, and Cleveland beat Orlando. Kyrie Irving
added 17 points, eight assists and six rebounds in his first game back

after missing eight with strained left biceps. Jarrett Jack scored 13
points the Cavs, who have won five of their last six and are trying to
catch Atlanta for the final Eastern Conference playoff spot. Victor
Oladipo scored 16 points, Doron Lamb had 14 and Tobias Harris 11 for
the Magic. Cleveland shot 60.5 percent in the first half and 57.7 per-
cent for the game. Hawes and Waiters combined to hit 7 of 10 from
behind the arc and the Cavaliers were 20 of 24 (83.3 percent) from the
foul line.

Pacers 101, Pistons 94
Paul George had 27 points and 13 rebounds, David West scored

15 points and Indiana ended a three-game skid with its win over
Detroit. George hit a 3-pointer from 35-feet to give the Pacers a 94-90
lead with 3:19 remaining and Indiana never trailed the rest of the way.
Josh Smith had 24 points and five rebounds and Greg Monroe added
16 points for the Pistons, who have lost four of their last five games.

Brandon Jennings hit a 3 to get Detroit within 94-93 before
George scored, forced a turnover and West hit a jumper to give the
Pacers a 98-93 lead with 1:35 left to play.

Bobcats 123, 76ers 93
Al Jefferson had 25 points and 10 rebounds to lead Charlotte past

Philadelphia 76ers and closer to a playoff berth. Gary Neal added 15
points for the Bobcats (37-38), who have the seventh-best record in
the Eastern Conference. They entered 41/2 games ahead of the ninth-
place New York Knicks and needed four wins in the final eight games
to clinch their first playoff berth since 2010.

The Bobcats raced to a 13-point lead in the first quarter, stretched
it to 35 and never once let the Sixers threaten. Michael Carter-Williams
scored 22 points on 10-of-18 shooting for the Sixers. They have lost
two straight since snapping an NBA-record tying 26-game losing
streak on Saturday.

Timberwolves 102, Grizzlies 88
Kevin Love had 24 points, 16 rebounds and 10 assists for his third

career triple-double as Minnesota dealt Memphis a loss it could ill
afford. Ricky Rubio had 14 points, seven assists and three steals and
Kevin Martin scored 21 points for the Timberwolves, who are trying to
play spoiler down the stretch of what has been a disappointing sea-
son. Marc Gasol had 18 points, seven rebounds and four assists for the
Grizzlies. But Zach Randolph had just four points on 1-for-8 shooting
and Memphis dropped a game that coach Dave Joerger called a
must-win before tipoff.

The Grizzlies (44-31) entered in seventh place in the jam-packed
Western Conference, but with Phoenix (44-30) and Dallas (44-31) all in
the mix for the last two spots. — Agencies

Clippers rally from 17 
down to beat Suns 112-108

PHOENIX: Phoenix Suns guard Gerald Green (14) drives against Los Angeles Clippers forward Jared Dudley, rear; for-
ward Hedo Turkoglu, center, of Turkey; and guard Willie Green, left, during the second half of an NBA basketball game,
Wednesday, in Phoenix. The Clippers won 112-108. — AP
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MIRPUR: Sri Lanka sailed into the World
Twenty20 final after beating holders West Indies
by 27 runs via the Duckworth-Lewis method in a
rain-ruined contest yesterday. Chasing 161 for
victory against the team they beat in the final of
the 2012 tournament, West Indies were 80 for
four in 13.5 overs when the players were forced
off by a hailstorm and a wet outfield prevented
any further action in the semi-final.

Sri Lanka now face the winners of tpday’s
game between India and South Africa in
Sunday’s final. Earlier, cameos from Lahiru
Thirimanne (44), Angelo Mathews (40) and
Tillakaratne Dilshan (39) led Sri Lanka to 160 for
six at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium.

After opting to bat first, Lasith Malinga’s team

cruised to 40 for nought inside four overs before
Kusal Perera (26) dragged a Krishmar Santokie
delivery on to his stumps to trigger a collapse to
49 for three.

Dilshan then added 42 with Thirimanne to
steady the innings before the opener was run
out. Thirimanne fell in the 17th over after a 35-
ball knock that included two sixes and three
fours before Mathews scored some brisk runs to
take Sri Lanka past the 150-mark.

Leading the side in place of regular Twenty20
skipper Dinesh Chandimal, fast bowler Malinga
removed the dangerous Chris Gayle for three
with the first ball of his second over and fellow
opener Dwayne Smith for 17 with the fifth deliv-
ery.—Reuters

Sri Lanka reach T20 final 
after hailstorm in Mirpur

Sri Lanka
K Perera b Santokie 26
T Dilshan run out 39
M Jayawardene run out 0
K Sangakkara c and b Badree 1
L Thirimanne c Simmons b Santokie 44
A Mathews c Bravo b Russell 40
S Prasanna not out 6
“Extras: (2lb, 2w) 4”
TOTAL: (for 6 wickets) 160
TOTAL: (for 6 wickets) 160
Overs: 20
Fall of wickets: 1-41, 2-41, 3-49, 4-91, 5-121, 6-
160.
Did not bat: Nuwan Kulasekara, Sachithra
Senanayake, Rangana Herath, Lasith Malinga.
Bowling: Samuel Badree 4-0-23-1, Krishmar
Santokie 4-0-26-2, Sunil Narine 4-0-20-0,
Marlon Samuels 4-0-23-0, Andre Russell 3-0-37-
1 (2w), Chris Gayle 1-0-9-0.

West Indies
Dwayne Smith b Malinga 17
Chris Gayle b Malinga 3
L Simmons lbw b Prasanna 4
Marlon Samuels not out 18
D Bravo c Jíwardene b K’sekara 30
Darren Sammy not out 0
Extras: (1lb, 7w) 8
TOTAL: (for 4 wickets) 80
Overs: 13.5
Fall of wickets: 1-25, 2-28, 3-34, 4-77.
Did not bat: Denesh Ramdin, Andre Russell,
Sunil Narine, Samuel Badree, Krishmar
Santokie.

Bowling: Nuwan Kulasekara 2.5-0-22-1 (2w),
Sachithra Senanayake 2-0-6-0, Lasith Malinga
2-0-5-2, Rangana Herath 4-0-27-0 (1w),
Seekkuge Prasanna 2-0-15-1, Angelo Mathews
1-0-4-0.

Result:  Sri  Lanka won by 27 runs on
Duckworth-Lewis method.

Scoreboard
MIRPUR: Scoreboard yesterday after Sri Lanka defeated West Indies by 27 runs on Duckworth-
Lewis method in the World Twenty20 semifinal

MIRPUR: India off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin
believes he has entered that phase of his career when
he can skip practice and does not care if the ball in his
hand is old or new.

Ashwin shared the new ball in two of India’s four
successive victories, claiming man-of-the-match
awards against Bangladesh and Australia. Mahendra
Singh Dhoni may once again toss the new ball to the
27-year-old spinner in today’s semi-final against South
Africa and Ashwin said he was ready to play the role he
often does for the Chennai team that Dhoni leads in
the Indian Premier League.

“I’ve been playing alongside Mahi (Dhoni) for some
time, and he probably knows where to use me and
where not to use me. I’m always open to bowling in
any situation, so for me it doesn’t make any difference,”
Ashwin told reporters at the Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium on Thursday.

“In the last two or three months, I feel that I’m prob-
ably at the top of my bowling game. When I reach that
phase, I pretty much don’t practise at all.

“That’s a phase I’m in right now. The ball is landing
exactly where I want it.” Leg-spinner Amit Mishra has
also been in superb form but Ashwin reckons South
Africa will harness left-arm tweaker Aaron Phangiso
with leggie Imran Tahir-the tournament’s second high-
est wicket-taker-in an attempt to cancel out India’s spin
advantage.

“Imran Tahir has been in top form and I expect
Phangiso to play. When that happens, you’re pretty
much evened out on the number of spinners both
teams will play. It comes down to how well your spin-
ners handle it.”

South Africa skipper Faf du Plessis would not reveal
whether Phangiso will play in the semi-final. “That deci-
sion we will make tomorrow ... we will assess how the

wicket is playing and if it helps spin, we will definitely
look at that option.”

In a tournament where spin bowling has made or
marred the fate of many teams, South Africa’s
Wednesday practice had a surprise guest in Shane
Warne. Du Plessis denied the team had sought advice
from the retired Australian.

“It wasn’t our decision. It was just I think Warne’s
decision,” Du Plessis said. “He thought he wanted to
come and bowl a bit and bowl a few balls to us.
Obviously, it was nice to have him around as he has
been such a fantastic bowler.

“I wasn’t there when he was speaking with Tahir.
But Imran has met him before. Obviously they both
have played for Hampshire. “They have worked togeth-
er in the past and I did ask him what he said. He just
said ‘you’ve been bowling well and keep up the good
work’.” — Reuters

New or old, India’s Ashwin ready to play ball

DHAKA: West Indies cricketer Lendl Simmons (L) makes his ground as Sri Lankan wicket-
keeper Kumar Sangakkara (R) tries to break the stumps during the ICC Twenty20 Cricket
World Cup semi-final match between Sri Lanka and West Indies at The Sher-e-Bangla
National Cricket Stadium in Dhaka yesterday. — AFP 

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Mohammad Hafeez stepped down as
Twenty20 captain yesterday after the team’s failure to qualify
for the semi-finals of the World Twenty20 in Bangladesh.

Pakistan went out from the Super-10 stage after a disap-
pointing 84-run defeat against the West Indies on Tuesday,
failing to reach the last four for the first time in five editions of
the tournament since its inception in 2007.

Hafeez said he accepted responsibility for the early exit. “I

accept all the responsibility of team’s failure,” Hafeez told
reporters after a Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) meeting in
Lahore. Hafeez led Pakistan to the semi-finals in the last World
Twenty20 in Sri Lanka two years ago, shortly after taking over
from Misbah-ul Haq. The all-rounder, who opens both the bat-
ting and the bowling with his off-spin, said no one forced him
to quit.

“I am under no pressure and felt that I must step down as

leader by taking responsibility, and it’s for the PCB to decide
who to lead the team,” said Hafeez.

Pakistan have no assignment before their series against
Australia in October when they play two Tests, three one-days
and one Twenty20 in the United Arab Emirates. The 33-year-
old said he was ready to join the ranks under any captain.  “I
am ready to play under any captain as I have done my job with
responsibility as captain as well as player,” he said. — AFP

Hafeez steps down  from T20 captaincy
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GUAYAQUIL: Ecuador’s Emelec’s  Jorge Guagua, right, fights for the ball with Brazil’s Flamengo’s Alecsandro at a Copa
Libertadores soccer match in Guayaquil, Ecuador, Wednesday. —AP

ROME: After lying dormant for weeks
the Serie A title race was brought flick-
ering back to life after Roma’s impres-
sive 4-2 win over high-flying Parma on
Wednesday saw them cut Juventus’
lead to eight points with seven games
remaining.

Rudi Garcia’s side travel to strug-
gling Cagliari on Sunday (1300GMT) on
the back of five straight league wins,
while on Monday night a  t i r ing
Juventus host  third-from-bottom
Livorno(1700).

Juve had built up a 14-point lead
and their third consecutive league title
looked a formality, but after they lost
2-0 at Napoli following Roma’s easy
win at lowly Sassuolo on Sunday the
capital side pounced with a thrilling
display against Parma in the early

evening sunshine. The win came in a
game that had been suspended after
nine minutes in February because of a
powerful  storm that  battered the
Italian capital, and hopes are high in
Rome that they can give leaders Juve a
run for their  money in the closing
weeks of the season.

“We will play to win all of our fol-
lowing games and as long as there is
still a mathematical possibility we will
give our all. We’ll see what happens,”
Garcia said.

“Things like that (a team coming
from behind to win the league) have
happened before in the history of foot-
ball. We’re eight points behind Juve
and they have to come and play at the
Olympic stadium.

“They will be feeling under pressure

given that two weeks ago they had a
huge lead.” Juventus are on 81 points
and are still clear favourites for the title
as they have an easier-looking run-in,
but they have to travel to Rome in
their penultimate game of the season,
and there is  a  feel ing that  their
European exploits are starting to have
an effect on their form.

Juventus are at Lyon in the quarter-
f inals  of  the Europa League on
Thursday night before what should be
a simple home match against third-
from-bottom Livorno.

Juve’s performances have started to
dip in recent weeks, and a series of
unsure displays for Antonio Conte’s
side culminated in a comprehensive
beating at Napoli, their first league
defeat since October.— Reuters

Roma retain hope 
of Juventus slip-up

MILAN: Roma will be looking to boost its faint title hopes still
further when it visits Cagliari on Sunday, after cutting Juventus’
advantage almost in half during the past week. Juventus hosts
Livorno, while third-placed Napoli travels to Parma.

There is also the derby match between Hellas Verona and
Chievo Verona this weekend.Here are five things to know about
the Italian league this weekend:

JUVE IN CRISIS?
Juventus has found itself in a somewhat peculiar position for

the illustrious club this week as it recovers from only its second
defeat of the season. Antonio Conte’s side lost 2-0 at Napoli to
end a run of seven successive victories and spark talk of a club in
crisis.

“It surprises me a bit,” Juventus midfielder Claudio Marchisio
said. “I read an article in which it said Juventus’ ‘rule’ is coming to
an end. We’ve done extraordinary things in these past few years,
and we even still keep improving and enjoying greater leads over
rivals who have strengthened.

“It’s curious to hear talk of Juventus in crisis because the team
lost one game by adopting the wrong approach. This side has
always grown and will continue to do so. The defending champi-
on hosts relegation-threatened Livorno looking to extend its
record run of home victories, having won all 15 of its league
matches at the Juventus Stadium.

RESURGENT ROMA
It has been a good week for Roma, which has seen its faltering

Serie A title hopes reignited. Last week it was 14 points behind
the two-time defending champion, but the weekend results cou-
pled with winning its game in hand has seen Roma slash the dif-
ference to just eight.

Wednesday’s 4-2 victory against Parma also ensured it extend-
ed its advantage over third-placed Napoli to nine points. “This is
what we wanted,” Roma coach Rudi Garcia said. “We were the
only ones playing and the outcome was positive. There was noth-
ing to lose, we just needed to earn points. Now we have the sec-
ond best attack in the league, which means the team is danger-
ous and playing well. “We took a step forward, but until we are
mathematically certain of our position we have to keep winning,
also to hope until the end against Juventus.”

Roma visits struggling Cagliari on Sunday, knowing it can pro-
visionally cut the difference to five points, with Juventus playing
the following day.

MILAN NOT FOR SALE
The Berlusconi family claims it will not give up on AC Milan

despite another difficult season. Milan is undefeated in its past
three league matches but still languishes in 11th spot in the
table. “There’s been reports about a sale of the club, but it’s not
true,” club Chief Executive Barbara Berlusconi said. “We believe in
this team. We want to obtain the best results.

“A partnership would be considered. For the construction of a
new stadium for example, a partnership would be of great help.
Our next visits to Asia and the USA are with this aim in mind.
We’ve always invested a lot in the club and we’ll continue to do
so.” Milan visits Genoa on Monday.— AP

Ronaldo injury no worry for Ancelotti
MADRID: Real Madrid coach Carlo Ancelotti
insisted he was not concerned by an injury
that forced Cristiano Ronaldo to be with-
drawn 10 minutes from time as his side edged
towards the Champions League semi-finals
with a 3-0 win over Borussia Dortmund on
Wednesday.

The Portuguese scored a record-equalling
14th Champions League goal of the season to
all but seal Real’s place in the last four after
first-half strikes from Gareth Bale and Isco had
put Los Blancos in command.

However, uncharacteristically, Ronaldo
didn’t finish the 90 minutes as he was forced
off by a minor knee injury that has bothered
him for the last couple of weeks. “We will wait
and see what the problem is, but at the
moment we are not worried. We are not

thinking about giving him a rest,” said Italian
Ancelotti,  suggesting Ronaldo will start
Saturday’s crucial La Liga visit to Real
Sociedad.

Ancelotti insisted that his side still have
work to do next week at the Westfalenstadion
to progress to the last four, but was enthused
by the balance his side showed between
defence and attack.

“We know Dortmund will do everything to
come back, that is normal. “We need to be
careful and play our own game. If we play in
the same way we did tonight then we will
reach the semi-finals.

“In the first-half we pressured well high up
the field and were efficient in front of goal.
“Due to the intensity of our play in the first-
half we took a step back in the second, but

that allowed us to play more on the counter-
attack and find space.”

Wrong options
Dortmund boss Jurgen Klopp was left to

rue his side’s inability to take their opportuni-
ties as they created plenty of openings after
the break, but too often took the wrong
option with their final ball.

“There are many things we can learn. You
have to do the right tactical things against the
best teams in the world so that they can’t do
what they want. That was the problem
tonight,” he said.

“There are always different reasons why
you lose the game and tonight it is pretty
clear why. We were not cool enough in the
box and that was the problem because we

had the chances to score four or five goals.”
Dortmund started the game with just four

of the side beat Real 4-1 at home on their way
to knocking out the nine-time winners in last
season’s semi-final. And Klopp underlined the
difference that Madrid’s financial power in the
transfer market had made to the two sides
over the past 12 months.

“They are good at counting here,” he said
with a wry smile. “They signed (Asier)
Illarramendi, Isco, Bale and I don’t think they
lost any, maybe (Mesut) Ozil.

“Their second and third goals were very
well executed and you cannot regulate for
everything. “The difference in quality is not so
big as everyone thinks it is, but Real Madrid
can buy 12 more players and that is the way
things are.” — AFP

Five things to
know about

Italian league
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MOSCOW: Title-chasing Zenit St Petersburg
will be bidding for a third straight Russian
league win under new manager Andre
Villas-Boas when they host Rubin Kazan on
Sunday.

Zenit are just one point behind leaders
Lokomotiv Moscow, who look set to pick up
points as they host minnows Volga Nizhny
Novgorod on Monday.

Villas-Boas said last weekend’s 2-1 win at
mid-table Amkar Perm was an important
one. “It showed that we’re progressing,” said

the former Porto, Chelsea and Tottenham
coach. “Though Rubin have been less
impressive this season they’re still strong
and dangerous opponents. We have no oth-
er choice than to win the next game to stay
in the race for the Russian title,” added the
Portuguese native.

Lokomotiv manager Leonid Kuchuk
remained wary of Volga who are second
from bottom of the league with 18 points
from 23 games. “We need to stay completely
focused as our opponents desperately need

points to avoid relegation and I’m sure that
Monday’s match will definitely not be easy,”
said Kuchuk. Champions CSKA Moscow, who
share third place with city rivals Dynamo,
will play Samara on Saturday at Rostov.
Samara’s match on Monday against Terek
Grozny had to be postponed because of the
heavy snowfall. CSKA will play without
attacking midfielder Alan Dzagoev, who was
sent off during their previous tie against
Volga and will miss next three league match-
es. The Red Army side’s manager Leonid

Slutsky said that his club was set to continue
chasing the leaders as the situation may
change drastically in the remaining matches.

“There are still seven matches ahead and
everything can change after every match-
day,” he said. “We’re currently five points
behind Lokomotiv and to close this gap is a
very tough task. Our goal is to earn as many
points as we can and to hope that the lead-
ers will lose points.  “We’re set to fight until
we have even the slightest chance to defend
the title.” — AFP

Villas-Boas’ Zenit look to keep winning momentum

LONDON: Fernando Torres looks set for the Stamford
Bridge exit door and Chelsea are in danger of Champions
League elimination after a night in Paris when, for once,
manager Jose Mourinho’s tactics backfired spectacularly.

Mourinho, clearly no longer trusting the 50.0 million
pounds ($83.17 million) Spanish striker after his latest lame
performance in a 1-0 defeat at Crystal Palace last Saturday,
started without a recognised forward against Paris St
Germain.

Although they played well in patches, the plan failed as
Chelsea lacked firepower up front and made mistakes at
the back to allow PSG to give themselves a decent shot of
reaching the last four with a 3-1 win in the first leg of the
quarter-final.

Instead of leading the line, a clearly fed-up Torres
warmed the bench for almost an hour while German mid-
fielder Andre Schurrle played as the nominal front man but
spent most of his time working and running hard but cre-
ating very little.

Despite Mourinho’s somewhat negative set-up, his
gamble looked to have come off in relative terms as the
clock counted down with PSG 2-1 ahead having allowed
Chelsea to bank a vital away goal. Then Mourinho’s house
of cards fell in.

Brilliant dribble
Javier Pastore’s brilliant dribble and shot which beat

goalkeeper Petr Cech at his near post with the last kick of
the game made it 3-1 at the death and put PSG in a far
stronger position for the second leg at Stamford Bridge
next week.

Chelsea have shown in the past they are capable of
recovering from what appear to be lost causes and
although this tie is still alive, Chelsea will need a huge
improvement.  While they need goals, according to
Mourinho he cannot rely on his strikers to score them.

Asked to explain his formation afterwards, Mourinho
grumbled: “I am not happy with my strikers performances
so I have to try (different) things. “So with Andre I know
that we have one more player to have the ball.

“We have one more player to associate with the other
players and even (though) he is not dangerous because he
is not a striker he can help us keep possession.” In his
pomp for Atletico Madrid and Liverpool, Torres was not
only a player that kept possession but never seemed to
stop scoring either, but the goals stopped flowing and
turned to a trickle when he got to Stamford Bridge in
January 2011.

His future at Chelsea has been questioned all season but
after this latest snub it seems unlikely he will remain. While
Cristiano Ronaldo has scored 14 times for Real Madrid in
the Champions League this season and Chelsea target
Diego Costa has seven for Atletico Madrid, Torres has
scored three times - with two of those goals coming in
their 3-0 win over Schalke 04 in a Group Stage match last
October.

Mourinho’s jibes
Mourinho was without the injured Samuel Eto’o, who,

like Torres, has a Champions League winners medal in his
collection, and who, like Torres, has also been the target of

Mourinho’s jibes about his strikers this season.
And clearly Mourinho did not think Demba Ba, who has

only scored five goals all season - two of them coming in
two minutes against Tottenham Hotspur - was the answer
to his problems as he did not even summon him off the
bench. Meanwhile Belgium striker Romelu Lukaku is still
thriving on loan at Everton.

The one redeeming feature of Chelsea’s play was the
midfield maturity of Eden Hazard who scored their goal
from the penalty spot to level at 1-1 and also hit the post
before halftime.

Over the last decade Mourinho has reached the quarter-
final stage seven times with Porto, Chelsea, Inter Milan and
Real Madrid, always steering his team through to the
semis.

That run could continue next week but they have an
uphill battle ahead of them, especially with Mourinho
appearing to have such little faith in his goal scorers. For all
Chelsea’s vast financial muscle they appear to have arrived
at this critical stage of the season without a reliable striker
to lead them to glory. It is a conundrum but Mourinho
being Mourinho, he might just conjure up the answer next
week.  — Reuters

Mourinho tactics backfire as 
Torres and Chelsea face exit

Chelsea’s Portuguese manager Jose Mourinho 

GLENDALE: Mexico midfielder Juan Carlos Medina (26)
and US midfielder Michael Bradley (4) battle for the ball
during the second half of an international friendly soccer
match Wednesday in Glendale, Ariz. The game ended in a
2-2 draw. —AP

Cardiff can void
relegation: Pulis

LONDON: Crystal Palace’s Welsh manager Tony Pulis would
like Cardiff City to avoid relegation from the Premier League
even though his side meet them in a crucial battle to avoid
the drop in South Wales tomorrow.

Both clubs were promoted from the Championship last
season and while Palace sit five points above the relegation
zone, Cardiff are three points from safety in 18th place.

Palace gave themselves a real chance of surviving the drop
when they stunned Chelsea 1-0 last weekend while Cardiff
have struggled for points and consistency since Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer replaced Malky Mackay in January.

“It was wonderful to see Cardiff get promoted last year,”
Pulis said in Thursday’s news conference ahead of the game.

“It was a really good year for Welsh football (with Swansea
winning the League Cup) and I want it to thrive. It’s a great
club, a fantastic city and you hope that they stay in the
Premier League along with us.”

Pulis has done well at Selhurst Park since he arrived in
November following the departure of Ian Holloway. Palace
were languishing in 19th then but seven wins and three draws
in the 19 games since has lifted them to 16th in the table and
they have a reasonable chance of enjoying a second succes-
sive season in the Premier League for the first time.

Palace were relegated from the Premier League in its inau-
gural season in 1992-93 and on each occasion they have been
promoted since - 1994-95, 1997-98 and 2004-05 - they were
unable to avoid an immediate drop back down to the division
below. After his side lost to Palace last week, Chelsea boss
Jose Mourinho said Pulis should win the Manager of the Year
award if he kept the Londoners up, and the Welshman joked:
“He knows what he is talking about.” Pulis also praised his
players for their response to his guidance. “For Mourinho to
take the time out to say well done to our lads shows great
esteem from him as a man and a manager,” Pulis added. “The
biggest compliment I can pay to my players is their spirit and
togetherness. This group has been exceptional. “But we have
to keep going and going and going until we are mathemati-
cally safe.” He added that talks with goalkeeper Julian Speroni
and other out of contract players would begin “once we know
what league we are in”. — Reuters
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DHAKA: Sri Lanka bowler Lasith Malinga
celebrates after taking the wicket of
West Indies batsman Dwayne Smith dur-
ing the ICC World Twenty20 cricket tour-
nament first semi-final match between
Sri Lanka and West Indies at The Sher-e-
Bangla National Cricket Stadium in
Dhaka yesterday. — AFP 

Sri Lanka reach T20 final Sri Lanka reach T20 final 
Page 45

Clippers rally from 17 
down to beat Suns 112-108

 Page 44


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24
	p26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	p32
	p33
	p34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40
	p41
	p42
	p43
	p44
	p45
	p46
	p47
	p48

