
MANCHESTER: Under-performing Manchester
United produced a vastly improved display to
hold defending champions Bayern Munich to a 1-
1 draw in the home leg of their Champions
League quarter-final yesterday.

Bayern midfielder Bastian Schweinsteiger can-
celled out Nemanja Vidic’s opener, but was then

sent off in the dying stages to give United extra
hope ahead of next week’s return leg in Munich.

With Bayern having already successfully
defended their Bundesliga title and United floun-
dering domestically, the English champions were
given little chance of success in the first leg, but
they turned in a laudably dogged performance on

a night that stirred old passions at Old Trafford.
David Moyes’s side defended manfully and

after Danny Welbeck had squandered a gilt-
edged opportunity late in the first half, they
took a 58th-minute lead through Inter Milan-
bound captain Vidic.

Schweinsteiger equalised nine minutes later,
but United managed to preserve their unbeaten
home record in this season’s competition, there-
by breathing fresh life into a hitherto bleak
campaign.

Ten points below the Premier League’s top
four, United probably need to win the Champions
League to qualify for next season’s competition,
but their courageous display suggested that that
may not be as fanciful a notion as previously
thought.

The draw also prevented Bayern from setting a
new Champions League record of eight succes-
sive away wins, but Pep Guardiola’s side will
nonetheless be the favourites to progress ahead
of the return game in Munich. United set out to
contain, with Michael Carrick, Marouane Fellaini
and Ryan Giggs in central midfield, but they had
the ball in Bayern’s net in the third minute.

Welbeck showed great skill to flick the ball
over Javi Martinez and fire home, but because
the Bayern defender lowered his head in the
challenge, the United forward was penalised for
a high foot.

Wayne Rooney gave United’s fans further
encouragement when he forced Bayern goalkeep-
er Manuel Neuer into a rushed clearance that
went out for a throw, but bit by bit, the visitors
took control.

Franck Ribery put a cross marginally too far
behind Thomas Mueller, while Arjen Robben twice
threatened after cutting onto his left foot, with
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SPAIN: Barcelona’s Neymar celebrates after scoring his sides first goal during a first leg quarterfinal Champions League soccer match between Barcelona and Atletico Madrid at the Camp Nou stadium. — AP

BARCELONA: Atletico Madrid have the upper hand head-
ing into the second leg of their Champions League quar-
ter-final against Barcelona after holding on for a 1-1 draw
at the Camp Nou yesterday. Diego Ribas, who had come on
as a first-half substitute for the injured Diego Costa, fired
the visitors in front with a wonder strike from long range
11 minutes into the second half.

However, Barca responded like a side looking to make
their seventh consecutive Champions League semi-final
and were level when Neymar swept home Andres Iniesta’s
pass 19 minutes from time. A fourth draw in as many
games between the sides this season leaves the tie deli-
cately poised for the return at the Vicente Calderon next
Wednesday, April 9.

Atletico’s David Villa had the best chance of the first half

after just five minutes as the ball fell to him inside the area
after an errant clearance from Jose Manuel Pinto, but the
former Barca striker’s effort flew just past the post.

A minute later Lionel Messi had his first opening as he
was upended by Gabi on the edge of the area, but the
Argentine dumped the resulting free-kick into the wall.

Barca then suffered an injury blow as Gerard Pique was
forced off after failing to recover from an awkward fall as
he challenged for an aerial ball with Costa.

Neymar had Barca’s first effort on goal on 24 minutes as
Thibaut Courtois easily gathered the Brazilian’s weak head-
ed effort.

DISRUPTED BY INJURY 
The Atletico defence had to be at their best moments

later, though, as brilliant play from Messi fed Iniesta inside
the area and his shot was blocked by Diego Godin.

It was the visitors who were then disrupted by injury to
a key player as Costa hobbled off with a pulled hamstring
that will almost certainly also rule him out of the return leg
next week.

However, even without their top scorer, Atletico nearly
went in ahead at the break as Villa this time found the tar-
get with a low drive that was beaten away by Pinto low to
his left.

The pace of the game rose at the beginning of the sec-
ond period and despite Barca’s early dominance of posses-
sion, it was Atletico who took the lead in spectacular fash-
ion as Diego thundered a shot high into Pinto’s top left-
hand corner from fully 30 yards.

Barca laid seige to the Atletico goal in a bid to get back
on level terms as Courtois turned Sergio Busquets’ well-
struck volley behind before Messi was unable to direct
Dani Alves’ volleyed cross goalwards. Neymar did bring the
hosts level on 71 minutes as his perfectly timed run was
matched by Iniesta’s through ball and the Brazilian slotted
the ball past Courtois first time.

With the volume of the Camp Nou raised by the equalis-
er, Barca had all the momentum in the final stages and
Courtois had to make a fine low save to his left to meet a
curling effort from Iniesta and then turn a Messi free-kick
behind.

However, Barca couldn’t find a winner and will travel to
Madrid needing to score at least once to reach the last four
once more.—AFP

Neymar gives Barcelona hope

Champions Bayern held
by resurgent Man United

OLD TRAFFORD: Manchester United’s Belgian midfielder Marouane Fellaini (left) and Bayern
Munich’s French midfielder Franck Ribery (right) compete for the ball during the UEFA
Champions League quarter-final first leg football match. — AFP

OLD TRAFFORD: Manchester United’s Danny Welbeck (center) challenges for the ball
with Bayern’s Javier Martinez (right) and Jerome Boateng during the Champions
League quarterfinal first leg soccer match. — AP

one shot flying wide and the other drawing a
flying save from David de Gea.

The hosts spent most of the first half
watching Bayern string passes across the
face of their penalty area, but in the 40th
minute they let a huge chance to take the
lead go begging.

Jerome Boateng’s inability to cut out a
through ball from Rooney left Welbeck one-
on-one with Neuer, but he elected for a
scooped finish that he miscued, allowing the
Germany number one to make a comfort-
able save.

Undaunted, United pressed on, with
Antonio Valencia seeing a shot deflected
over, and although Bayern enjoyed 78 per-
cent of possession in the first half, the home
side were holding their own.

United introduced Shinji Kagawa for
Giggs at half-time and after Schweinsteiger
had put a warning shot over De Gea’s bar,

the hosts went ahead.
Rooney arced a corner towards the

back post from the left flank and the
unmarked Vidic strained his neck to steer
the ball into the bottom-right corner with
the side of his head.

Guardiola responded by introducing
Mario Mandzukic for Thomas Mueller and
the move paid swift dividends, with the
Croatian heading down Rafinha’s cross for
Schweinsteiger to crash an equaliser into the
top-left corner.

An injury to Alexander Buttner then
forced United into a defensive reshuffle, but
although Robben twice went close in the lat-
ter stages, Moyes’s side held firm.

Guardiola, meanwhile, must contend
without the influential Schweinsteiger in
Munich next week, after he was shown a sec-
ond yellow card for sliding in on Rooney in
the last minute. — AFP


