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KUWAIT: Three people died in separate acci-
dents reported Saturday around Kuwait. The first
accident was a two-car collision reported on the
Gulf Road in front of the parliament building,
and left a Kuwaiti woman in her twenties dead.
The second accident took place at the Gulf Road
as well where a Canadian man in his sixties was
ran over by a speeding vehicle, and later pro-
nounced dead on the scene. Meanwhile, a Thai
national died at the Wafra Road where his car
was involved in a two-vehicle accident.
Investigations went underway in each case to
determine the circumstances which led to the
accidents. 

Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti man reportedly died in
an accident east Saudi Arabia while he was driv-
ing on his way back to his home country follow-
ing a short trip. The victim’s family reportedly
collected his body late Saturday night. 

Offensive graffiti
State Security Service officers are looking to

identify and arrest a suspect who left offensive
remarks written on a bathroom’s wall inside a

Kuwait City mall. Investigations went underway
after a Kuwaiti man reported finding the remarks
which contain insults to the ruling system in
Kuwait. After criminal investigators examined
the scene, the case was handed to the State
Security Service to pursue the perpetrator. 

Liquor duo held
Two people were arrested in Farwaniya

where they used a house under construction to
brew alcoholic drinks for sale, while investiga-
tions are ongoing for a third suspect who man-
aged to escape. The arrest happened following
investigations based on information that police
received information about the place being
used to produce liquor illegally. Police found 66
cardboard boxes filled with liquor bottles inside
the house, in addition to 36 barrels and other
equipment used for brewing. The detainees
were referred to the proper authorities to face
charges. 

Shooting suspect
Ahmadi police arrested a driver at the Wafra

Road where he fired several shots from his
mechanical weapon for reasons that remain
under investigations. Patrol police went in pursuit
of the suspect after ‘random shooting’ reports
were made. The man was eventually arrested with
possession of the weapon he reportedly used. He
was taken to the Criminal Investigations
Department for further investigation.

Work mishap
An electrical technician died after falling from

a high place in Mahboulah on Saturday. Police
and paramedics arrived at the scene shortly after
the incident was reported. The Lebanese man
was pronounced dead on the scene before crim-
inal investigators were called to examine the
place and lift the body to the forensic depart-
ment. Preliminary investigations indicate that
the man was standing at the stairway on the
fifth floor level of a building under construction
when he lost balance and fell to the first floor.
Police are expected to press charges against the
contractor for failure to provide necessary safety
measures. 
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KHARTOUM: A Kuwaiti airplane carrying
20 tons of relief supplies arrived in
Khartoum yesterday to provide necessary
items for those affected by recent floods.

Head of the Kuwait Red Crescent
Society’s delegation Faisal Al-Yaqout said
that this was the fourth airplane sent by
Kuwai, since the floods started, carrying
150 electricity generators, 150 water
pumps, food and blankets.

Al-Yaqout noted that ten additional air-
planes will arrive at Khartoum International

Airport in the upcoming days to help peo-
ple in flood-stricken areas, in cooperation
with the Sudanese Red Crescent. He also
said the society had sent an extra team to
Sudan to make sure aid is handed to those
in need.

Meanwhile,  Representative of the
Sudan Supreme Committee for Floods
Major General Abdulrahman Mohammad
praised the efforts of Kuwait to help all
people who were affected by the floods in
his country. —KUNA

Kuwaiti aid airplanes keep arriving in Sudan

By Bui Quoc Trung
Vietnam ambassador

On Sept 2,  2013, Vietnam will celebrate
its National Day. It has been 68 years
since the August Revolution and the
Declaration of Independence which
gave birth to the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam, now the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam.

During the past 68 years, Vietnam has
experienced hard times, but with the
feeling of great pride, in protecting its
independence, freedom, peace and uni-
ty as well as building and developing the
country. Especially, after more than 25
years of Renovation, Vietnam has made
significant achievements in economic
development, socio-political stability,
deeper and broader international and
regional integration, thus helping to
enhance Viet Nam’s prestige  and posi-
tion in the international arena.

Despite being affected by the global
economic downturn, with the close
guidance and efforts of the Vietnamese
Government, in 2012 -2013, Vietnam’s
economy continues to recover and
achieve the relatively positive economic
results: GDP reached more than $138 bil-
lion; FDI reached $16,3 billion (2012) and
in the first 6 months of 2013, GDP grew
by 4.9%. People’s living standards have
been improved considerably, contribut-
ing to the social security of the country.

On foreign relations, Vietnam always
desires and attaches great importance to
building, consolidating and developing
friendly relations and mutually beneficial
cooperation with all countries in the
world for peace, security and prosperity.

Looking back at the development of
the Vietnam-Kuwait relations over the
past time, we are proud that this rela-
tionship is built on the foundation of
friendship, mutual respect and under-
standing and strong solidarity of the two
Governments and Peoples, and today,
the relationship continues to grow
strongly in many areas.

In the political - diplomatic field, fol-
lowing the success of the official friendly
visits of the leaders of the two countries,
such as the visits by the Prime Minister
of Kuwait Sheikh Nasser Al-Jaber Al-
Mohammed Al-Sabah (5/2007) and
Vietnam’s Prime Minister Nguyen Tan
Dzung (3/2009), the two sides continue
to intensify the exchange of visits at all
levels to build mechanisms and frame-
work for effective cooperation. Fine
political relations have been increasingly
strengthened, contributing significantly
to the promotion of bilateral relations in
various fields.

The economic, trade and investment
relations of the two countries have also

had positive development. The Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development
(KFAED) has been providing preferential
loans for infrastructure development
projects in the remote areas in Vietnam
(Bac Kan, Dien Bien, Ha Tinh, Hoa Binh...),
thus enhancing and improving the living
standards of the local people.

The most prominent spot in investment
cooperation between Vietnam and Kuwait
is the formation of Nghi Son Oil Refinery
and Petrochemical Project in Thanh Hoa
Province, Central Vietnam - one of the
largest investment projects in Vietnam,
with a capital of $9 billion which was
signed in 2008 between PetroVietNam,
Kuwait Petroleum International Company
(KPI) and two Japanese partners (Idemitsu
Kosan Corp (IKC) and Mitsui Chemicals Inc
(MCI)), in which KPI hold stakes of 35,1%
and has committed to supply 100% crude
oil for the plant in the long term.
Construction is expected to be completed
in the fourth quarter of 2016, and commer-
cial operations are expected to commence
in mid-2017 with a refining capacity of
200,000 barrels per day, equivalent to 10
million tons per year. The main products of
the plant will be LPG, Gasoline (EU3/4),
Kerosene, Jet Fuel, Diesel, FO, Sulfur, PP,
Para-X, Benzene ...

On trade relations, two-way volume in
2012 reached U.S. $ 737.9 million of
which Vietnam exported $29.2 million
and imports $708.7 million. The main
export items of Vietnam to Kuwait
include seafood, agricultural products
(fruits and vegetables, tea, coffee, rice,
pepper, cashew nuts, cinnamon), milk,
wood and wood products, iron and steel
products, fabrics, textiles, footwear,
mobile phones and accessories ...

Obviously, there are still many oppor-
tunities to cooperate for entrepreneurs
and investors of the two countries.
Vietnam welcomes and encourages
Kuwaiti businesses to invest in Vietnam
in the fields of infrastructure, construc-
tion, agriculture, finance, banking and
energy. Along with the success of eco-
nomic, trade and investment coopera-
tion, a number of other positive devel-
opments have been noted in bilateral
relations: in April 2013, the Agreement
on visa exemption for diplomatic and
official passport holders officially took
effect; the Government of Kuwait contin-
ues to grant scholarships for Vietnamese
students in the 2013-2014 academic
year to study in Language Centre and
College of Engineering and Petroleum at
Kuwait University.

On the occasion of 68th Anniversary
of the National Day of the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam and 10 years of the
establishment of the Embassy of Viet
Nam in Kuwait, I would like to express
my sincerest thanks to His Highness the
Amir of the State of Kuwait, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, His
Highness the Crown Prince of Kuwait,
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, His Highness the Prime Minister
of Kuwait, Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, and the people of
Kuwait for their kind sentiment and sup-
port given to Viet Nam in the course of
national construction, protection and
development and for the valuable and
continued assistance rendered to the
Embassy of Viet Nam in Kuwait. May the
relations of friendship and cooperation
between Viet Nam and Kuwait be further
consolidated and developed, for the
benefits of the two peoples, for peace,
stability and prosperity in the region and
in the world.

Ambassador’s Message
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KUWAIT: As one of the United States’ top
export markets in the Middle East and the 13th
fastest growing source of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) into the US, Kuwait has been
designated as a priority market to participate
in the 2013 SelectUSA Investment Summit,
which will be held in Washington DC, from Oct
31 to Nov 1, US Embassy Senior Commercial
Officer pointed out yesterday.

The SelectUSA Summit, hosted by the US
Department of Commerce and launched by an
executive order in June 2011, is the first-of-its-
kind Summit that will bring together leading
public and private sector officials from around
the world to discuss the benefits of investing
in the United States.

The Summit builds on the White House’s
effort to help attract, retain and expand invest-
ment in the US. “We look at Kuwait as a strate-
gic commercial partner,” the US diplomat Dao
M. Le stressed in an  interview.

“The United States and Kuwait have a long
and rich history of cross-border commerce,
investment and trade. Therefore, the Summit is
a great chance for Kuwaiti decision makers to
network with US economic development lead-
ers at the federal, state, and city level and navi-
gate the US business climate.  Kuwaiti compa-
nies that invest in the US have access to an
unparalleled global export platform, as the US
has free trade agreements in force with 20
countries, representing more than 700 million
consumers,” the diplomat said.

Le emphasized that the current level of
Kuwaiti investment in the US is “significant”.
The total stock of Kuwaiti FDI in the US stood
at $2.4 billion at the end of 2012 and Kuwait

has been ranked the 5th largest US export
market in the Middle East in the past six years;
nonetheless, “the potential of bilateral trade
and investment is far greater.” he went on.

The diplomat added that the US Embassy
has identified several Kuwaiti organizations -
both government and private - as participants
in the Summit and invitations have been sent
out. The US Embassy encouraged those busi-
nesses to invest in the world’s number one
economy, as ranked by 2013 A.T. Kearney’s
Foreign Direct Investment Confidence Index.
“The dynamic US market provides a workforce
that is one of the best educated, most produc-
tive and most innovative in the global econo-
my”, he noted.

He added that investment in the US are
safeguarded by strong intellectual property
right laws. He noted that even though the top
sector for Kuwait’s US investment, from 2003
to 2013, is transportation with 57 percent of
projects, Kuwaiti firms are highly competitive
in other sectors such as warehousing with 15
percent, financial services and plastic with 14
percent each during the same period.

He said that these bilateral trade ties boost
economic growth in both countries, which
enables job growth and business expansion. 

He drew attention to Kuwaiti firms that are
interested in pursuing investment in the
United States to contact the US Embassy in
Kuwait where it will help matchmaking US
businesses with Kuwaiti companies looking to
source US products and services. The embassy
will also help in providing information and
counseling to Kuwaiti companies seeking to
invest in the United States. —KUNA
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Oman campaign to

boost tourism
SALALAH: The first Arab Media Tourism Campaign kicked off in Oman yes-
terday, in conjunction with Dhofar Municipality, to promote the many
accepts of tourism enjoyed by the gulf state. Representative of the Arab
Tourism Media Centre Sultan Bin Khamis Al-Yahyai said in a press state-
ment that this campaign takes place on the sidelines of Salalah Tourism
Festival. It aims at providing an opportunity for various media outlets to
identify with Oman’s unique historic, civilizational and tourism landmarks
and make them known to the public. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait is taking
part in the China-Arab States Expo 2013
with a delegation headed by Minister of
Commerce and Industry Anas Al-Saleh,
Assistant Undersecretary for International
and Economic Organizations Affairs Dr
Abdullah Al-Ewaisi said yesterday.

The official said the expo kicks off
on Sept 15, co-hosted by the Ministry
of Commerce of the People’s Republic
of China, China Council for the
Promotion of International Trade, and
People’s Government of Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region.

The event is held in cooperation
with the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC) and senior officials
from over 20 Arab countries and dif-
ferent Chinese regions are to attend
different activities, he said. 

The Expo is a means to bolster
bilateral cooperation between the
Arab region and China, and particular-
ly aims to enhance interaction and
exchange in the fields of economy,
commerce, and investment. Part of
this event, the organizers are holding
a number of conferences, forums,
workshops, and specialized exhibi-
tions.

Kuwait is taking part upon invita-
tion of the Chinese Ministry of
Commerce, the official remarked, and
the State of Kuwait was selected as
this year’s Country of Honor, in appre-
ciation of the strong bonds between
the two nations and Kuwait’s many
contributions to charitable and devel-
opmental projects in China.

“Taking part in this expo in China,
among the world’s biggest
economies, is a golden opportunity to
showcase our country’s economic and
social experience, and a great oppor-
tunity to bolster trade and investment
relations.”

According to the official, a number
of state bodies are contributing to the
Kuwaiti participation, as well as sever-
al private sector institutions interested
in trade partnership and exchange
with China.

Apart from trade attractions, a
friendly soccer match is also organ-
ized, along with a performance by
Kuwait Television Folklore Troupe, to
enhance the cultural aspect of the
expo. A forum with the theme
“Kuwait-China Cooperation” is also in
the program.

The China-Arab States Expo
2013 opens September 15 and lasts
four days. —KUNA


