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KUWAIT: Qatar Airways yesterday organized a familiarization
seminar for travel agents at Fusion Restaurant in Kuwait City, two
days after the launch of non-stop daily flights to Clark Manila
International Airport in the Philippines. Qatar Airways invited
travel agents dealing with sales and marketing in Kuwait to
familiarize them on all the amenities and services available. The
presentation was hosted by Haitham Mohammed Abdelraouf,
Sales Executive, Qatar Airways and Dany Nassif, Senior Sales
Agent (Corporate). Daily flights to Manila’s  main airport contin-
ue, but the new Qatar Airways route however is a good advan-
tage for many. “We chose Clark International Airport as our sec-
ond destination in the Philippines because it’s an alternative to
the already crowded Manila airport traffic. Besides its only a 1.5-
hour drive and only 8:35 hours of flying time, less than 1:15
hours compared to other competitors,” Abdelrouf mentioned.  

“Many OFWs (Filipino Overseas Workers) are from Luzon
areas. We are giving the best options for people in Luzon. Qatar
Airways offers four connecting options in Kuwait, convenient
arrival/departure times, 40 kg baggage allowance and other val-
ue added services,” he noted. “From CRK (Clark), we provide a
complimentary shuttle bus services to and from the airport:
Depart Resort World Manila at 06:30 and arrive at Trinoma Mall
at 07:00, then depart Trinoma Mall at 07:15 and arrive at Clark
Aiport at 09:00,” he explained. 

All Clark International Airport passes will have a coupon for
the bus service, plus onboard announcements will be made and
complimentary bus transfer cards will be distributed onboard
before landing at CRK,” he added. “The most convenient way to
fly home especially if you are from Luzon area, is by Qatar
Airways via Clark International Airport. It is also KD 40-50 cheap-
er than landing at Manila airport. If you are from Visayas, there is
no question at all because you’ll be dropped to the nearest loca-
tion to your domestic flights too,” he added.  

The maiden flight to Clark International Airport from Doha
(flight QR930) touched down at Clark airport at 09:20 (local time)
to a traditional water salute welcome on Oct 27.  A ceremony fol-
lowed which was attended by airport and government officials
including the Ambassador of Qatar to the Philippines Jassim A
Al-Obaidli along with members of the local business communi-
ty, travel, trade and media. Qatar Airways Senior Vice President
Commercial Operations - Network Woo Yew Seong was joined
by the Ambassador of the Philippines to the Qatar Crescente R

Relacion on the inaugural non-stop flight to Clark from the air-
line’s operational hub of Doha. 

Milestone
“Qatar Airways has reached yet another key milestone in the

Philippines, with the launch of additional daily flights to this fast-
growing country,” said Yew Seong on arrival at Clark International
Airport. “With our new offering, business and leisure travellers to
the Luzon area have great connections via Doha from many pop-
ular destinations, including Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain, Kuwait,
Muscat, Dammam, Riyadh, Montreal, New York, London and
Paris.” The Clark Airport route is operated with an Airbus A330 in a
two-class configuration of up to 248 seats in Economy and up to
36 in Business Class. The aircraft features seatback TV screens pro-
viding all passengers in both cabins with the next generation
interactive onboard entertainment system- a choice of more
than 900 audio and video on demand options. 

Clark International Airport is located about 96 km from Manila
City Centre and a complimentary bus service will be available to
take passengers to and from Trinoma Mall and Resorts World
Manila (conveniently located opposite of MNL International
Airport T3). As an inaugural offer, passengers are also entitled to
exceptional baggage allowance of up to 40 kg valid for travel
until Jan 31, 2014. Members of Qatar Airways’ frequent flyer pro-
gram Privilege Club can earn up to 7,000 bonus Qmiles in
Economy Class and 14,000 bonus Qmiles in Business Class for
travel on a return trip between Oct 27 and Dec 31, 2013.

Flight schedules, between Clark International Airport and
Doha, are as follows:
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays
Depart Doha                QR930 at 1945 hrs, arrive Clark Airport 0920
hrs next day
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
Depart Clark Airport     QR931 at 1050 hrs, arrive Doha 1550 hrs
Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays
Depart Doha                QR930 at 2100 hrs, arrive Clark Airport 1035
hrs next day
Tuesdays, Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays
Depart Clark Airport     QR931 at 1205 hrs, arrive Doha 1705 hrs

Clark Airport, which is poised to become a new tourism and
commercial hub, becomes Qatar Airways’ newest gateway to the

Philippines after the capital Manila, further reinforcing the carri-
er’s commitment to the country. Qatar Airways Chief Executive
Officer Akbar Al-Baker said that the new Clark Airport flights
offers more daily flight options for passengers and would meet
the strong demand for business, leisure and VFR (visiting friends
and relatives) travel between Qatar and the Philippines. “Qatar
Airways is now well positioned to offer travellers from the
Middle East, Europe and USA the convenience of an additional
daily flight to the Philippines via the airline’s Doha hub.  More
frequencies combined with an award-winning inflight experi-
ence, access to over 130 destinations worldwide, and seamless
connections in Doha brings our passengers from the Philippines
a winning proposition,” added Baker. 

The destination becomes Qatar Airways’ 12th gateway in
Southeast Asia after Kuala Lumpur, Bangkok, Bali, Ho Chi Minh
City, Phnom Penh, Jakarta, Hanoi, Singapore, Manila, Yangon
and Phuket - and the carrier’s 133rd destination worldwide.
Together with Qatar Airways’ destinations across South Asia, the
entire Asian region represents around 30 per cent of the airline’s
global network of routes. Qatar Airways started operations to
Manila in 1995, currently flying two daily flights to the capital
city. Along with Clark, the airline is now offering a convenient
option of three daily flights to the Philippines. 

Qatar Airways has seen rapid growth in just 16 years of oper-
ations, currently flying a modern fleet of 127 aircraft to 133 key
business and leisure destinations across Europe, Middle East,
Africa, Asia Pacific and The Americas. In 2013, Qatar Airways has
launched 11 destinations to date - Qassim (Saudi Arabia), Najaf
(Iraq), Phnom Penh (Cambodia), Chicago (USA), Salalah (Oman),
Basra (Iraq), Sulaymaniyah (Iraq), Chengdu (China), Addis Ababa
(Ethiopia), Taif (Saudi Arabia) and Clark Manila International
Airport (Philippines). Over the next few months, the network will
grow further with Sharjah, UAE (March 1, 2014), Dubai World
Central, UAE (March 1, 2014), Philadelphia, USA (April 2, 2014)
and Miami, USA (10 June 2014).
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KUWAIT:- His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receiving the Egyptian Interim President Adly Mansour who arrived here on a one-day visit yesterday.

Kuwait bent on 
remedying any snags

in state budget
LONDON: It is imperative that Kuwait addresses its budget-
ary irregularities if it were to keep its budget unruffled by
undue imbalances that might cast adverse shadows on the
nation’s economic picture, said Kuwaiti Finance Minister
Sheikh Salem Abdulaziz Al-Sabah yesterday. He made this
comment in response to a press question on the demand by
the IMF that Kuwait should rein in its general expenditures,
especially those related to paying out public sector salaries,
and that it should diversify its sources of income. Sheikh
Salem, who is attending here the  9th world islamic econom-
ic forum, said “despite what the IMF says, we’ve known (this
information) for a long time,” stressing that it was the gov-
ernment’s plan to remedy any existing budgetary imbal-
ances, while striving to give the Kuwaiti people all aspects of
a prosperous life without any financial constraints on them.
The finance minister, who is also deputy prime minister and
the personal representative of His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait, further said the fact that the forum was being held in
London gave the strong indication that the UK sought to
become a competitive player in the field of issuing Islamic
bonds or as it is known in Arabic: sukuk.

He applauded the announcement made by the UK prime
minister David Cameron that from the start of next year,
Britain would be the first country in the western world to
issue government-sanctioned Islamic sukuks, noting that it
was a terrific step that would serve a financial world market
thirsty for such a financial instrument of worldwide appeal.
Though the amount of sukuks Cameron said would be
issued was as little as 200 million pounds, the Kuwaiti minis-
ter said that the purpose of the prime minister’s announce-
ment was to give investors a first taste for Islamic bonds,
with the aspiration that these investors would become
hooked on them, enough to make them part of their regular
portfolios.—KUNA

Qatar Airways commences non-stop 
daily flights to Clark Manila Airport 

A good advantage for many Filipinos
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KUWAIT: Qatar Airways staff at the seminar.—-Photos by Joseph Shagra  

Al-Barrak ‘Jordan
King’ case adjourned

KUWAIT: The Criminal Court adjourned two cases including
one in which former MP Musallam Al-Barrak is accused of
offending the King Abdullah of Jordan, and set Jan 7, 2014 for
the next hearing. The decision came on Tuesday as the court
summoned the officer who witnessed the case to testify dur-
ing the next hearing.

The incident took place in November during public
demonstrations in which leading oppositionists alleged that
Jordanian forces were recruited to join Kuwait’s police in
thwarting the opposition’s unlicensed rallies. 

According to the lawsuit, papers filed by the Foreign
Ministry of Kuwait said Barrak made offensive statements
about King Abdullah II of Jordan in addition to false allega-
tions regarding recruitment of Jordanian forces. 

Barrak faces charges of ‘offending the leader of a sister
state’ and ‘spreading rumors that risk the national interests of
the country’. Barrak, along with former MPs Mubarak Al-
Waalan and Salem Al-Namlan in addition to political activist
Abbas Al-Shaabi face charges of illegal gathering in the sec-
ond case. 


