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LUXEMBOURG: Luxembourg Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker waves to supporters at
the Alvisse Hotel in Luxembourg yesterday. — AFP 

LUXEMBOURG: Luxembourg’s Prime Minister
Jean-Claude Juncker says he will try to form a new
government after his party took a clear lead in
snap elections, but support for Europe’s longest-
serving leader has slipped. Official results from
Sunday’s polls showed that his conservative
Christian Social People’s Party (CSV) led the field
with 33.7 percent of the vote-against 38 percent
four years ago. 

The CSV looked set to lose three of its 26 seats in
the tiny country’s 60-member parliament, according
to the official figures that were almost complete.
“We claim priority to form the next government,”
Juncker said in a brief statement at the headquarters
of the centre-right party, which has won every elec-
tion bar one since it was established in 1944

“We are the largest party,” he said, calling their
showing “impressive”.  The election in the European
Union’s richest state per capita had been brought
forward by seven months after the discovery of
misconduct in the secret services, which the prime
minister oversees. Juncker’s former coalition with
the Socialist party splintered over misdemeanors
by the SREL spy agency, from illegal phone tapping
to dodgy dealing in luxury cars.

The 58-year-old premier came under fire for
concentrating too much on his role as head of the
euro-zone finance ministers during the Eurogroup’s
debt crisis and taking his eye off domestic issues.
Official figures showed the Socialists in second
place at 20.3 percent, just ahead of the opposition
Liberals at 18.2 percent, who made a sharp gain of
3.2 percentage points. That would give each party
13 seats in parliament.  Juncker saluted the Liberals
“for their score” in the polls. But at the same time,
he told AFP he did not “rule out” the possibility that
a coalition could be formed against him.

While voters deem Juncker competent to con-
tinue to steer the state, surveys show a younger
generation of politicians increasingly picking up
support, notably 40-year-old Liberal Party chief
Xavier Bettel.”We have won the day,” Bettel said on
election night. The voters have “clearly given us a
mandate to go back into government, or to form a
government.” 

Also expected to make gains was Greens new-
comer Francois Bausch, who for the past three
years has run the Luxembourg town hall with
Bettel. However, estimates showed the Greens los-
ing one of seven seats. Bettel and Bausch have
made no secret of their hopes of forming a coali-
tion government without Juncker’s conservatives.
But they would need backing from the Socialists,
who withdrew their support from Juncker amid the
spy scandal.

Socialist leader Etienne Schneider said it was
“time for change” on his Facebook page. “If it’s pos-
sible to carry out... real reforms aimed at moderniz-

ing the state and giving it a new impetus, then yes,
I ’m in favor of a three-way coalition,” added
Schneider, who has made no secret of wanting to
become prime minister. “Today I really want to
become prime minister to give a new dynamic to
the country and reform it from top to bottom,” said
the 42-year-old outgoing economy minister.  

According to partial results, the Liberals, Greens
and Socialists would have just enough seats to
form a majority, with an estimated 32 seats.  On the
campaign trail, Juncker hammered home the mes-
sage that a three-party coalition-which would be
the first of its kind for Luxembourg-would under-

mine the nation.  He has nevertheless said he
would be prepared to govern in a two-way coali-
tion with the Socialists, Greens or Liberals.

The CSV campaigned on Juncker’s experience-
he has spent nearly half his life in government-and
a need for stability in the tiny Grand Duchy
wedged between Belgium, France and Germany.
Although the small nation is comparatively
wealthy, unemployment has edged up to nearly
seven percent and debt has trebled in the past 15
years.  Nine parties in all were running in the elec-
tions, from the extreme leftwing Dei Lenk to pop-
ulist rightwing group ADR.— AFP 

Luxembourg PM leads 

polls but loses ground

Juncker - Europe’s longest-serving leader

ATHENS: A Roma couple will appear in a
Greek court yesterday over the suspected
abduction of a young girl whose discovery
has prompted thousands of calls from parents
with missing children. Police found the
blonde-haired, green-eyed girl named Maria
in a Roma camp in the central town of Farsala
on Wednesday, and the couple was arrested
after DNA testing showed they were not relat-
ed.

While police believe the girl-dubbed the
“blonde angel” by Greek media was abducted
at birth, the couple claims she was given up
by her biological mother because she could
not raise her. “We’re talking about a woman
who could not raise this child and who gave it
to the couple in 2009 through a third party
shortly after her birth,” a lawyer for the couple,
Marietta Palavra, told AFP over the weekend.

“There has been no kidnapping, no rob-
bery, no trafficking,” insisted her colleague
Konstantinos Katsavos, who also represents
the 40-year-old woman and her 39-year-old
husband. “They did not buy the child,” he said.
According to the couple’s lawyers, the biologi-
cal mother does not have Greek citizenship.
Greek charity Smile of the Child, who have
been looking after Maria, say they have been
inundated with calls and emails. “Until Sunday
evening, we had received more than 8,000
calls and thousands of emails,” charity
spokesman Panagiotis Pardalis said.

He said the organization’s site had received
more than 200,000 visits and its Facebook
page about half a million. “It is either families
(of missing children) or even unrelated per-

sons (who contact us from abroad), sending
us photographs and other information. We
forward all the information to the police,” he
said. Maria is described as a four-year old, but
local media have reported she could be a cou-
ple of years older. “Anything is possible.
(Medical) experts will examine her and will try
to determine her age and possibly her origin,”
Pardalis added.

“This case has caused a huge international
interest. It has brought to the surface the sub-
ject of child trafficking and has given hope to
so many parents whose children are missing,”
he said. Maria’s case has even given a glimmer
of hope to the parents of British girl
Madeleine McCann who have been searching
for their daughter since May 2007 when she
vanished from their holiday apartment in
Portugal. Greek authorities are working with
Interpol to trace Maria’s biological parents in a
Europe-wide search, according to a police
source.

The state-run Athens News Agency report-
ed Sunday police were investigating hospitals
and childcare agencies for possible child traf-
ficking, suspecting a ring operating  between
Bulgaria and Greece. “The police are investigat-
ing every possible angle,” a spokeswoman at
the local Larissa police station said. In January
2011, police had arrested more than a dozen
people in the two neighboring Balkan coun-
tries, for the trafficking of newborn babies to
Greece. The ring arranged for pregnant
Bulgarian women, primarily of Roma origin, to
give birth in Greece with their babies then sold
off in illegal adoption procedures.— AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s Prince George, the son
of Prince William and his wife Catherine, is
to be christened tomorrow in a private
family ceremony far removed from the
global media circus that surrounded his
birth. The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby, the head of the world’s Anglicans,
will perform the christening at the Chapel
Royal in St James’s Palace in London,
Kensington Palace said.

George-who as third in line to the British
throne is a future Supreme Governor of the
Church of England and “Defender of the
Faith”-was born on July 22 to the royal cou-
ple with the title of Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge. Guests are expected to include
Queen Elizabeth II, the young prince’s
great-grandmother, and William’s father
Prince Charles, although royal officials have
only said that “close members of both fami-
lies” will attend the baptism.

The choice of the Chapel Royal reflects
William and Kate’s attempts to keep a low
profile, as most senior British royals in
recent history have been christened at
Buckingham Palace, the queen’s official res-
idence. Kensington Palace, the couple’s offi-
cial residence, said it was a “personal deci-
sion” to use the chapel for the service.
Kate’s parents Michael and Carole
Middleton, who have played a key role in
supporting the young parents, and her sib-
lings Pippa and James are also expected to
be there.

The royal family has said that photo-
graphs will be released after the service
which will reportedly show the queen with
three future monarchs: Princes Charles,
William and George. The names of godpar-
ents will be released nearer the ceremony
although it is rumored that William’s broth-
er Prince Harry and Pippa Middleton will be
among them. There has also been specula-
tion that William’s close friends Hugh van
Cutsem and Thomas van Straubenzee are
in the running. 

STAYING OUT OF LIMELIGHT
William, Kate and George have largely

stayed out of the limelight since their only
public appearance together, when they
faced hundreds of reporters as they left a
London hospital following the boy’s birth.

They spent two weeks with the Middletons
at their home in a village west of London,
and William and Kate have made only a
handful of public appearances since then.
The only sighting of George has been in a
picture of him with William, Kate and the
couple’s dog Lupo which Michael
Middleton took in the family’s back garden. 

The choice of christening venue is in
keeping with their desire to stay low-key.
William’s cousin Princess Beatrice is the last
well known royal baby to be christened at
St James’s Palace, in December 1988.
William, Charles and the queen were all
christened at Buckingham Palace.

The Chapel Royal was also where the
coffin of William’s mother Diana, Princess of
Wales, lay before the funeral following her
death in a car crash in Paris in 1997 while
being chased by paparazzi. George will be
christened in a replica of the lace and satin
christening gown made for Queen Victoria’s
eldest daughter, Victoria, the Princess
Royal, in 1841. The first royal baby to wear
the replica was James, the son of the
queen’s youngest son Prince Edward and
his wife Sophie, at his christening in 2008.

British photographer Jason Bell, who
has previously taken portraits of celebrities
including former Beatle Paul McCartney,
actor Johnny Depp and footballer David
Beckham, was set to take the picture of the
christening, The Sunday Times newspaper
reported. A picture of the queen with
Charles, William and George would echo
the one taken in 1894 during the christen-
ing of the future Edward VIII, showing the
royal baby with his father, later George V,
grandfather, the future Edward VII, and
great grandmother, Queen Victoria.

The christening is an essential ceremony
for the young prince, as all British mon-
archs must be full confirmed members of
the Church of England, the mother church
of the world’s nearly 80 million Anglicans.
Christenings, or baptisms, are a Christian
rite of admission to the religion. A
Christening in the Church of England
involves a new baby having holy water
poured on its head-the baby is not fully
immersed. It is then signed with the cross
and godparents and parents make promis-
es on behalf of the child.— AFP 
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PARIS: France’s far-right
National Front (FN) is taking
legal action against the coun-
try’s most prominent black
politician over disparaging
comments she made in
response to being compared
to a monkey. The row began
last week when a prospective
FN candidate for municipal
elections next year said on tel-
evision that she would prefer
to see Justice Minister
Christiane Taubira “in a tree
swinging from the branches
rather than in government.”

The party immediately
dropped the candidate, but
Taubira, who is from French
Guiana, on Saturday respond-
ed with a fierce salvo against
the “deadly and murderous
thought” of the FN. “It’s blacks
in tree branches, Arabs in the
sea, homosexuals in the Seine
(river), Jews in the oven and so
on,” she said. The FN, an anti-
immigration, eurosceptic par-
ty, in turn responded by saying
it would take legal action
against Taubira to “uphold the
rules of democratic and repub-
lican debate and the honor of
millions of French who vote for
the party.” In a statement, it
also asked whether Taubira
could stay on as minister.

The CRAN-a French
umbrella group of associations
that fight discrimination
against black people-reacted
to the row on Monday by say-
ing “the world has turned
upside down.” “Christiane
Taubira is insulted by an FN
candidate, and in the end it’s
the minister who is taken to
court by the National Front,”
Louis-Georges Tin, head of the
organization, said in a state-
ment. The FN has been seeking
a makeover to broaden its vot-
er appeal and dispel its xeno-
phobic image, and appears to
be succeeding. It recently won
a key local by-election and is
tipped to be the leading
French party in European elec-
tions also due next year. The
party’s image has long been
linked to the personality of its
founder, Jean-Marie Le Pen-the
father of current party leader
Marine Le Pen-who has been
repeatedly convicted of racial
hatred and Holocaust
denial.—AFP
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