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SYDNEY: Steven Finn bounced back from an
early pounding to state his case as England’s
third seamer for the Ashes series opener as
Cricket Australia Invitational XI took the
tourists into a final day yesterday. Finn was
on the receiving end of a savaging from one-
day international opener Aaron Finch before
hitting back with a key wicket late on the
third day at the Sydney Cricket Ground. Chris
Tremlett appears the front runner for the
first Brisbane Test, but the merits of Finn’s
five-wicket first innings haul against an
Invitational XI have kept him in the frame.
The tourists took a 114 run advantage from
the first innings after scoring 418 less than a
week out from the Ashes series starts against
Australia in Brisbane.

Finch blasted a whirlwind 59 off 60 balls
and Ed Cowan a more sedate 42 to wipe out
England’s lead, but the tourists removed the
top three batsmen to take a grip on the
game into Saturday’s fourth and final day. At
the close on the third day, the invitational
side was 153 for four with Kurtis Patterson
on eight and first innings top scorer Ryan
Carters on one. Finch reprised his one-day
international form with an adventurous
knock and fel l  to Test  spinner Graeme
Swann after slamming him for six off the
previous ball.

Stuart Broad removed former Test opener

Cowan with one that kept a little low and
Finn bowled one-day international batsman
Callum Ferguson with a beautiful delivery for
26. “It’s not ideal conditions for fast bowlers
with the (sandy) run-ups and everything,”
Finch said. “I thought Finn’s spell towards
the end with the old ball was outstanding.
“He found reverse swing,  had it  going
around pretty well and the ball that knocked
Callum Ferguson over was ball of the day.”
Ben Rohrer was the fourth man down when
he pulled out of a hook shot only to get an
edge off Boyd Rankin and went for 13.

England were earlier dismissed for 418,
adding 116 runs with the loss of five wickets
after resuming on the penultimate day at
302 for five. Joe Root scored 75 off 106 balls
with nine fours before he was bowled
attempting a pull shot off Nicholas Bills.
Jonathan Trott top-scored with 83, skipper
Alastair Cook hit 81 and Kevin Pietersen 57
as most of England’s top order got starts
ahead of the November 21 opening Ashes
Test against Austral ia at  the Gabba.
Wicketkeeper Jonny Bairstow chipped in
with 48 off 96 balls and was caught behind
attempting to cut paceman Chris Tremain.

Bairstow could yet figure in the opening
Test if regular keeper Matt Prior fails to
recover in time from a calf strain picked up in
last week’s tour match against Australia A in

Hobart. “It’s filled me with confidence and if
that opportunity does come along I do feel
as though I’d do a decent job,” Bairstow said.
As England were out in the f ield Prior
worked hard on the training park and in the

gym to try to overcome his calf injury. Leg-
spinner James Muirhead finished the best of
the Invitational XI’s bowlers with four wick-
ets for 115 off 22.5 overs, while Bills claimed
three for 76. — AFP 

England hold pole position in tour match

CA Invitational XI 1st innings 304 (R.
Carters 94, P. Nevill 83; S. Finn 
5-103)
England 1st innings (302 for 5 overnight):
Alastair Cook c Nevill b Bills 81
Michael Carberry c Nevill b Lalor 4
Jonathan Trott c Nevill b Lalor 83
K Pietersen c Hughes (sub) b Muirhead 57
Ian Bell c Rohrer b Muirhead 35
Joe Root  b Bills 75
Jonny Bairstow  c Nevill b Tremain 48
Stuart Broad c Carters b Bills 16
Graeme Swann  c Cowan b Muirhead 11
Steven Finn  c Finch b Muirhead 0
Boyd Rankin  not out 3
Extras (b1, w1, nb3) 5
Total (all out;  102.5 overs) 418
Fall of wickets: 1-19 (Carberry), 2-162 (Trott),
3-182 (Cook), 4-253 (Bell), 5-266 (Pietersen),

6-372 (Bairstow), 7-397 (Broad), 8-408
(Root), 9-409 (Finn), 10-418 (Swann)
Bowling: Tremain 25-5-101-1 (3nb), Lalor
26-7-99-2, Bills 22-2-76-3, Muirhead 22.5-1-
115-4 (1w), Rohrer 2-0-4-0, Finch 5-1-22-0.
CA Invitational XI 2nd innings:
Ed Cowanb Broad 42
Aaron Finch c Carberry b Swann 59
Callum Ferguson  b Finn 26
Kurtis Pattersonnot out 8
Ben Rohrerc Bairstow b Rankin 13
Ryan Carters not out 1 
Extras (lb2, nb2) 4
Total (4 wkts; 52.3 overs) 153 
Fall of wickets: 1-81 (Finch), 2-120 (Cowan),
3-135 (Ferguson), 4-152 (Rohrer)
Bowling: Broad 11-4-31-1 (2nb), Finn 11.3-2-
53-1, Rankin 10-3-23-1, Swann 
19-7-41-1, Trott 1-0-3-0.

SCOREBOARD
SYDNEY: Scoreboard at the close on the third day of the four-day tour match between a
Cricket Australia (CA) Invitational XI and England at the Sydney Cricket Ground yesterday:

MUMBAI: Sachin Tendulkar was dis-
missed for 74 in what could be his
last-ever innings for India yesterday,
shattering the hopes of a billion
fans praying that the legendary
batsman would bow out with a cen-
tury. In his 200th and final Test
match, the “Little Master” of cricket
was caught in the slips on the sec-
ond morning of play at Mumbai’s
Wankhede stadium, where thou-
sands had gathered for his emotion-
al farewell. The 40-year-old, the
world’s leading scorer in both Test
and one-day cricket and the only
batsman to score 100 international
centuries, is leaving the game after
a 24-year career.

He took to the crease to a deaf-
ening roar from the crowd in his
hometown, television footage
showed, with Indians across the
country praying that he could finish
his glittering career on a high. The
end of his innings was met with a
stunned silence from spectators,
which turned into a standing ova-
tion as he left the pitch, raising his
bat in acknowledgement of the
overwhelming support. “I felt after
he left the ground for the last time
that the soul of cricket had left.
That’s the exact feeling I  got.
Complete emptiness,” said diehard
fan Yatin Joshi.

Joshi himself was not at the sta-
dium because his first child was
born on Thursday, but he still man-
aged to watch Tendulkar’s innings
on television.  He said he would
“cherish forever” the timing of his
daughter’s birth. Had it been a
boy, there was “no chance” of any

name but Sachin. Lengthy queues
of fans, with painted faces and
Indian flags,  had snaked down
south Mumbai ’s  Marine Drive
boulevard on Friday morning in
the hope of catching their idol’s
final moments of glory. With many
offices and schools closed for the
Muslim festival Muharram, fans
across India gathered around tele-

vision sets to watch a national
hero acclaimed for his off-pitch
humility and sporting skills.

A BILLION PRAYERS
Within 45 minutes of play he

had surpassed a half-century from
his overnight score of 38, each run
greeted with frenzied applause.”On
38, with a bil l ion prayers,”  a

Hindustan Times headline read
ahead of the day’s play. “India waits
for the big one,” said The Asian
Age.  Tendulkar has now gone 40
innings without a Test ton, with the
last of his 51 Test centuries nearly
two years ago in January 2011
against South Africa.  Since then he
has had eight 50-plus scores,
including 91 against England at the

Oval in August 2011 and 94 versus
the West Indies in Mumbai three
months later.

His waning powers in recent
years had led some to suggest he
should have retired earlier, but his
god-like popularity in cricket-mad
India has remained constant. A
Times of India editorial suggested
that Tendulkar, already a nominated
member of parliament, should be
appointed sports minister in his
retirement.  “He commands a
tremendous amount of moral
authority based on his superstar sta-
tus and unquestionable integrity,”
the newspaper said.  

“His words and ideas could start
a new movement, as they have the
weight to cut through the web of
vested interests tying down Indian
sports.” Tendulkar had walked in to
bat late on Thursday to an ecstatic
welcome from the stands, entering
through a guard of honor created
by his West Indian opponents.  The
cricketer’s wheelchair-bound moth-
er, Rajni, watched her son bat in
person for the first time after a spe-
cial ramp was built for her at the
stadium.  She had previously wor-
ried her presence may bring her son
bad luck.  Along with Indian politi-
cians, businessmen and Bollywood
stars, cricketing greats Brian Lara
and Shane Warne flew in for the
game at Wankhede, where a huge
security force was deployed. Due to
an ongoing dispute between media
groups and the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI),  Agence
France-Presse is unable to provide
coverage of the match. — AFP 

Stunned silence as Tendulkar 

misses century in final Test

ALLAHABAD: Indian students of Allahabad University and cricket fans make a sand sculpture of Indian
cricketer Sachin Tendulkar at Sangam in Allahabad. — AFP 


