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BERLIN: Germany forward Miroslav Klose has been ruled out of their friendlies against Italy and
England while defender Per Mertesacker will also miss Friday’s game in Milan before returning
for next week’s trip to Wembley. Klose, who resumed playing in October after a month-long
injury break, picked up a shoulder injury in Lazio’s 1-1 draw at Parma in Serie A on Sunday. 

“The current situation is Miro Klose will not be able to play in the two games,” Germany
coach Joachim Loew told reporters on Wednesday. “He injured his shoulder and will be out for
two or three weeks.” “Per Mertesacker will remain in London and will join us when we are there

for the game (on Tuesday),” he said of the Arsenal central defender. Mertesacker’s
club mate Mesut Ozil, who has had a flu virus, has been passed fit for both

friendlies, Loew said. Loew assured Klose and his fellow injured forward
Mario Gomez they remained his first choice for Germany, who have
qualified for the 2014 World Cup in Brazil, if injuries did not upset their
rhythm early next year. 

“It is part of our job to build up players who can fill gaps,” said
Loew, who will coach his 100th international on Friday, becoming
only the fourth Germany manager to reach a century. 

He said Borussia Moenchengladbach’s Max Kruse and Bayern
Munich’s Mario Goetze are his favoured strikers to cover a shortage up

front. “Obviously, it is a pity that Mario and Miro are out but I do not
see a problem. For me, January is the cut-off date. If a player

starts the new year normally after completing winter training
and then plays through then I am certain he will join us in

good form.” —Reuters

Klose, Mertesacker injured
MADRID: Lionel Messi will be working “full time” to shake off the hamstring injury sus-
tained on Sunday that will sideline him for six to eight weeks, Barcelona’s Argentine World
Player of the Year said on Tuesday. In his first public remarks since he was forced off early in
Barca’s 4-1 La Liga win at Real Betis, Messi said his priority was to return as soon as possible
so he could contribute to the Spanish champions’ quest for silverware.

“As many of you know, over the next few weeks I will be working full time on the recov-
ery from this latest injury,” Messi said on his Facebook page. “For me it is a pity not to be
able to play with my team right now,” added the 26-year-old. “Now the most important
thing is to recover well so I can help my team mates and reward all the support you’ve giv-
en to me in the best way I know how to do, playing football.”
Messi was substituted in the 19th minute in Seville after
pulling up following a sprint for possession and a tangle
with his markers. It was his third thigh injury of the
campaign and followed a similar muscle problem
towards the end of last season. His absence is per-
haps not as serious as it might first appear as he will
likely return before Barca face title rivals Atletico
Madrid in January and they have already qualified
for the last 16 of the Champions League.

In Brazil forward Neymar, signed from Santos
in the close season, Barca have a player with a sim-
ilar ability to turn a game and the 21-year-old will be
expected to justify his 57 million-euro ($76.6 million) price
tag while Messi is out. —Reuters

EDINBURGH: Veteran South Africa lock Bakkies Botha is enjoying his
mentoring role within the Springbok squad although he has yet to
make up his mind on a long-term future with the team.

The 34-year-old has hinted his commitments at French Top 14 side
Toulon may be the deciding factor in whether his stay is a brief one or
not, but for now he is revelling in his role as experienced leader.
“Coming out of the Toulon set-up where they ask a lot of the player to
here... I am just taking it week by week, I don’t want to make any long-
term decisions,” Botha said at a press conference in Edinburgh yester-
day. Botha was called up by coach Heyneke Meyer not only as a back-
up option in the second row, but also because the coach believes he
can help the development of the side’s locks, notably exciting young-
sters Pieter-Steph du Toit and Eben Etzebeth.

“I know there are some big players coming through and for now
as long as I can rub off some of my experience on to the youngsters
and they feed off it, that is the role I want to play. 

“I know I don’t have another four or five years left in me, the body
is getting older, so for me it is a privilege to play that role to Pieter-
Steph du Toit and Eben Etzebeth.”  Wing Bryan Habana, a World Cup
winner with Botha in 2007 and now a clubmate at Toulon, has hailed
the impact of a player whose physicality on the field made him a
feared opponent. “Having played with Bakkies for a long time now
and also recently going over to Toulon, to see the presence that he
still has within the squad is immense,” Habana said. —Reuters

Botha happy as mentor Messi in fitness race

SUNRISE: Brad Boyes scored the tiebreaking
goal early in the third period and Tim Thomas
stopped 32 shots as the Florida Panthers
snapped a nine-game losing streak Tuesday
with a 3-2 victory over the Anaheim Ducks.

Scottie Upshall and Shawn Matthias also
scored for the Panthers, who earned their first
win under new coach Peter Horachek and
ended Anaheim’s five-game winning streak.
Upshall also had an assist to help Florida rally
from two goals down.

The Panthers won for the first time since
beating Minnesota 2-1 on Oct. 19. It was their
first victory in three games under Horachek,
who took over when Kevin Dineen was fired
last Friday.

Hampus Lindholm and Andrew Cogliano
scored for the Ducks (15-4-1), who lead the
NHL with 31 points. Frederik Andersen made
22 saves but lost for the first time in seven
career starts.

SABRES 3, KINGS 2
Cody Hodgson scored two goals, Ryan

Miller made 43 saves as Buffalo beat Los
Angeles to avoid matching the worst home
start in NHL history.

Matt Moulson and Tyler Ennis scored in the
shootout for the Sabres (4-15-1) and Miller
stopped both Los Angeles shooters. Buffalo
was winless in its first nine home games, one
short of the NHL record set by Pittsburgh in
1983-84. Justin Williams and Dwight King
scored in regulation for the Kings (11-7-0),
who had won their previous two games. 

Despite the loss, Los Angeles was the dom-
inant team and controlled most of the play.
The Kings outshot the Sabres 45-17 for the
game, holding a 15-4 advantage after one
period and 30-7 after two.

SHARKS 3, FLAMES 2
Brad Stuart scored 1:13 into overtime to

propel San Jose to a victory over Calgary that
snapped a five-game winless streak.

Stuart joined the rush and broke for the
net and had Joe Thornton’s shot deflect off
him and past Reto Berra for the winner.

Logan Couture and Patrick Marleau also
scored for San Jose. During their skid, they
had three shootout losses and one loss in
overtime. San Jose dominated play through-
out the game, outshooting Calgary 35-13. The
Sharks were particularly strong in the first two
periods, building a 2-0 lead with a 28-6 edge
in shots.  Mike Cammalleri and Kris Russell
scored for Calgary in the third period. The
Flames are winless in their past four.

COYOTES 3, BLUES 2
Oliver Ekman-Larsson scored 56 seconds

into overtime and Mike Smith made 37 saves
to give Phoenix a victory over St. Louis.

Ekman-Larsson, who had an assist on
Phoenix’s first goal, took a pass from Mike
Ribeiro and beat goalie Jaroslav Halak with a
shot from just inside the blue line.

Smith had faced the most shots of any NHL
goalie coming into the game (516). He saw
another 39 in this one, including 13 in the
third period. David Moss and Mikkel Boedker
had the other Phoenix goals. Maxim Lapierre
and Roman Polak scored for the Blues. Halak
made 16 saves.

DEVILS 3, RANGERS 2
Dainius Zubrus netted the tiebreaking goal

with 2:55 left, Ryan Carter scored his first two
goals of the season as New Jersey snapped
New York’s three-game winning streak.

Zubrus put in a loose puck after his shot
was blocked by defenseman Dan Girardi for
his third goal. That was enough to give Martin
Brodeur a third straight win.

Girardi had gotten the Rangers even at 2
when he scored his first of the season with
7:42 left. Girardi banked in a shot from the
blue line off the skate of Devils defenseman
Adam Larsson, who turned 21 on Tuesday.

Brodeur, who earlier this season conceded
his starting job to newcomer Cory Schneider
started and won for the third time in four
games. His previous two outings resulted in
shutouts.

The 41-year-old Brodeur, who made 33
saves, also allowed a second-period goal to
Marc Staal in earning his NHL-record 674th
win.

CAPITALS 4, BLUE JACKETS 3
Alex Ovechkin put in a rebound 1:34 into

overtime to lift Washington over Columbus.
Ovechkin’s 14th goal of the season came
when he was perched by the crease to stuff in
the puck after Marcus Johansson’s shot was
saved by Columbus goaltender Sergei
Bobrovsky.

Washington’s Mikhail Grabovski sent the
game to overtime by getting his stick on a

loose puck with 1:45 remaining in regulation,
capping a back-and-forth third period.

John Carlson and Joel Ward also scored for
the Capitals, who have won five of seven and
five straight at home. Braden Holtby made 24
saves. Brandon Dubinsky, Jared Boll and Cam
Atkinson scored for the Blue Jackets, who
have dropped six of seven. Sergei Bobrovsky
stopped 30 shots.

HURRICANES 2, AVALANCHE 1
Jordan Staal and Patrick Dwyer each had a

goal and an assist as Carolina handed
Colorado its first loss in seven road games this
season.

Carolina goalie Justin Peters stopped 33
shots, while Colorado’s Semyon Varlamov
stopped 26. Carolina has points in four
straight games (3-0-1), all at home, since
snapping a five-game losing streak. Paul
Stastny scored his seventh goal of the season
for Colorado.

ISLANDERS 3, PREDATORS 1
John Tavares, Pierre-Marc Bouchard and

Kyle Okposo scored, and Kevin Poulin made
32 saves as New York beat Nashville to snap a
four-game losing streak.

The 23-year-old Poulin was sharp through-
out as the Islanders (7-9-3) played a strong
game following a dismal road trip during
which they lost four games without recording
a point.

Predators right wing Patric Hornqvist
ruined Poulin’s shutout bid with his fifth goal
of the season with 5:30 remaining.

JETS 3, RED WINGS 2
Devin Setoguchi and Andrew Ladd scored

in the shootout to give Winnipeg the win
against Detroit.  Bryan Little and Zach
Bogosian scored for Winnipeg in regulation.
Ondrej Pavelec made 41 saves. Pavel Datsyuk
scored twice for Detroit. Jimmy Howard
stopped 19 shots. Daniel Alfredsson scored in
the shootout. Datsyuk’s second power-play
goal of the game, with 6:49 remaining in the
third, tied it 2-2.

LIGNTNING 2, CANADIENS 1
Valtteri Filppula scored the only goal in the

shootout as Tampa Bay topped Montreal in
their first game without Steven Stamkos.

The Lightning were without Stamkos, their
leading goal scorer, who broke his right leg
after crashing into the net against the Bruins
on Monday. Stamkos had surgery Tuesday
and is expected to miss several weeks.

Ryan Malone scored in regulation for
Tampa Bay (13-5-0), while Ben Bishop stopped
28 shots. Daniel Briere scored for Montreal (9-
8-2) and Carey Price made 44 saves.

FLYERS 5, SENATORS 0
Jakub Voracek scored twice, Steve Mason

made 24 saves as Philadelphia shut out
Ottawa. The Flyers have back-to-back wins
and have scored nine goals in the two games,
marking just the third time this season they
have scored more than twice in a game.

Matt Read, Vincent Lecavalier and Brayden
Schenn also scored for the Flyers (6-10-1),
while Claude Giroux added two assists. It was
Mason’s first shutout of the season and the
20th of his career. Craig Anderson stopped 26
of 31 shots in his first start in more than a
week after injuring his neck in a loss to Dallas
on Nov. 9.  — AP

Panthers snap losing streak

NEW YORK: Clint Hurdle was named
National League Manager of the Year on
Tuesday after leading Pittsburgh to their
first postseason berth in 21 years, while
Terry Francona of the Cleveland Indians
took home the American League honors.

Hurdle steered the playoff-deprived
Pirates to a 94-68 record in 2013, which
also marked their first winning season since
1992, to claim a wild card playoff berth fol-
lowing a 79-83 mark in 2012.

The Pirates manager won the vote over
Don Mattingly of the NL West champion
Los Angeles Dodgers and NL East-winning
manager Fredi Gonzalez of the Atlanta
Braves.

Hurdle received 25 of the 30 first-place
votes and was named second on the other
five ballots to win by a wide margin.
Mattingly was runner-up and Gonzalez
third in the balloting by the Baseball
Writers’ Association of America.

The Pirates faded after a strong first-half
in 2012, but finished strong in the 56-year-
old Hurdle’s third year at the helm of the
Pirates.

“From an organizational standpoint, we
are a competitive team and we have big
dreams,” Hurdle said. “It’s not enough to
just show up and play hard.

“It’s a bit overwhelming. It’s humbling,”
added Hurdle. “All I tried to do every day
was to be positive.” Francona, who led the
Boston Red Sox to World Series titles in
2004 and 2007, won his first Manager of
the Year award after taking Cleveland into
the postseason with a wild card berth in his
first season in charge of the Indians.

In a tight American League race,
Francona, whose Indians went from 68-94
to 92-70, collected 16 first-place votes to 12
for John Farrell, who led the Red Sox to a
World Series title.

Last year’s winner, Bob Melvin of the AL
West-winning Oakland Athletics, finished
third and received the other two first-place
votes.

Voters submitted their ballots before the
start of the postseason. “It gives me a
chance to brag for our organization,”
Francona said. “It’s a representation of the

organization. This was one of the funnest
years I ever had.”

Francona, who had never received a
first-place vote in previous balloting, and
Farrell go back a long way together having
been team mates on the 1988 Indians club.

Francona was manager when Boston
ended an 86-year World Series title drought
in 2004 with a sweep of the St. Louis
Cardinals. He had Farrell as his pitching
coach in 2007 when Boston swept another

World Series over the Colorado Rockies.
“I think I’d trade the award for what he

did, any time,” Francona said about his
friend Farrell’s winning this season’s World
Series. “I actually called John this morning. I
thought it was hilarious that in 1988 we
were both struggling to survive with the
Cleveland Indians and that 25 years later
we’d be going against each other for this
award.”  — Reuters

Western Conference
Pacific Division
W L OTL GF GA PTS  

Anaheim 15 4 1 68 48 31   
Phoenix 13 4 2 63 58 28   
San Jose 11 2 5 66 43 27   
Vancouver 11 7 2 54 54 24   
Los Angeles 11 6 1 52 44 23   
Calgary 6 9 3 49 64 15   
Edmonton 4 13 2 48 75 10   

Central Division
Colorado 14 3 0 55 30 28   
Chicago 12 2 4 66 49 28   
St. Louis 11 2 3 54 37 25   
Minnesota 10 4 4 48 40 24   
Winnipeg 9 9 2 53 57 20   
Dallas 8 7 2 46 52 18   
Nashville 8 8 2 38 57 18   

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Tampa Bay 13 5 0 56 43 26   

Boston 11 5 1 48 30 23   
Detroit 9 5 5 47 51 23   
Toronto 11 6 0 51 40 22   
Montreal 9 8 2 49 42 20   
Ottawa 7 7 4 53 56 18   
Florida 4 11 4 40 66 12   
Buffalo 4 15 1 36 63 9    

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 11 6 0 50 40 22   
Washington 10 8 1 61 55 21   
NY Rangers 9 9 0 41 49 18   
Carolina 7 7 4 34 49 18   
New Jersey 6 7 5 38 46 17   
NY Islanders 7 9 3 54 61 17   
Philadelphia 6 10 1 31 44 13   
Columbus 6 10 1 44 50 13   

Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one
point in the standings and are not included in
the loss column (L).

NHL results/standings

SUNRISE: Anaheim Ducksí Bryan Allen (55) watches as Florida Panthersí Marcel Goc (57) goes
for the puck during the second period of an NHL hockey game. — AP

Clint Hurdle

Hurdle, Francona named 
as managers of the year

Terry Francona

BEIJING: Ukraine’s Daryna Zevina competes in the Women’s 200-meter backstroke
final at the FINA Swimming World Cup at National Aquatic Center. — AP

Buffalo 3, Los Angeles 2 (So); NY Islanders 3, Nashville 1; New Jersey 3, NY Rangers 2;
Washington 4, Columbus 3 (OT); Carolina 2, Colorado 1; Tampa Bay 2, Montreal 1 (So);
Philadelphia 5, Ottawa 0; Winnipeg 3, Detroit 2 (So); Florida 3, Anaheim 2; Phoenix 3, St. Louis 2
(OT); San Jose 3, Calgary 2 (OT).


