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KUWAIT: Kuwaitis head to the ballots today to elect their
second National Assembly in under eight months praying
for stability that has eluded the country for years as a result
of ongoing political disputes that stalled mega projects. The
election, also the third since February 2012 and the sixth
during the past seven years, comes following one of the
most dull campaigns in the history of the country, and
which was marred by vote-buying and corruption allega-
tions besides the re-emergence of the outlawed tribal pri-
mary election.

Most of the Islamist, nationalist and liberal opposition
groups are boycotting for the second time in protest against
the amendment of the electoral law, well-known as the sin-
gle-vote law, even after the Constitutional Court said on June
16 the amendment was in line of the constitution. But the
liberal National Democratic Alliance and the country’s major
tribes, which boycotted last December polls, are taking part
this time which observers expect to raise the voter turnout
above last election’s 40 percent which was a historical low.

Local polls and experts however differed on how much
the turnout will be with some putting it at 53 percent while
others saying it will range between 40 percent and 50 per-
cent. About 439,700 Kuwaitis are eligible voters - 53.1 per-
cent of them are women. The reason why women voters are
higher than their male counterparts is because servicemen
in the army and the police, a majority of them men, are
barred from voting.

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: Supporters of Kuwaiti Khalaf Al-Enezi, a candi-
date in Kuwait upcoming parliamentary elections,
attend a gathering during his electoral campaign in
Kuwait City yesterday. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

PARIS: The broadest probe yet into the deadly MERS virus
which erupted in Saudi Arabia last year says older patients,
men, and people with underlying medical conditions are
those particularly at risk. Saudi and British scientists, report-
ing in The Lancet yesterday, looked at symptoms and disease
progression among 47 people, 36 of them men, admitted to
Saudi hospitals with Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
(MERS). The vast majority of the patients had fever, coughing
and shortness of breath, and a minority experienced diar-
rhoea, vomiting and other gastrointestinal symptoms.

Such characteristics are shared with MERS’ coronavirus
cousin, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), which
triggered a global health scare a decade ago, they wrote. The
two viruses also have the same incubation period. But,
according to the investigators, there are important differ-
ences between the two viruses. Unlike SARS, MERS is likelier
to cause a fast-track progression to respiratory failure, taking
five days less than SARS.

In addition, SARS affected people were relatively healthy
and young, whereas MERS seems to target older patients and
those with a chronic medical condition.  Out of the 47 cases,
45 were already being treated for diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, heart or kidney disease and other disorders, according to
the new study. Statistically, MERS also appears to be deadlier. 

Continued on Page 13

Study highlights 
risks from MERS 

CAIRO: An Egyptian court yesterday
ordered Mohamed Morsi detained on
suspicion of collaborating with
Palestinian militants in murdering
policemen and staging prison breaks, as
supporters and opponents of the
deposed president faced off in rival ral-
lies. Morsi’s detention for a renewable
15 days further ramped up tension as
Egypt braced for a possible showdown
between his supporters and his army-
backed opponents, who were expected
to take to the streets in their tens of
thousands later.

The Arab world’s most populous
country has been convulsed by violence
for the past three weeks, with some 200
people killed since Morsi’s ouster by the
army on July 3, many in clashes between

his Islamist supporters and his oppo-
nents. Already the mood was soured
yesterday when the two sides clashed
early afternoon in the Cairo neighbor-
hood of Shubra. A health official said 10
people were wounded when the rivals
pelted each other with stones.

Morsi’s supporters had also begun
marches in other parts of Cairo, witness-
es said, which were expected to grow
later in the evening. At Cairo’s Tahrir
Square, thousands of anti-Morsi sup-
porters began gathering in response to
a call by the army chief General Abdel
Fattah Al-Sisi on Egyptians to show their
support for a security clampdown on
“terrorism”.

The protesters waved Egyptian and
held up posters of Sisi, who served as

Morsi’s defense minister before ousting
him. A leader of Morsi’s Muslim
Brotherhood, Essam Al-Erian, said in a
statement Islamists would respond with
“peaceful marches” to the detention of
their leader. The Brotherhood however
reacted angrily to his detention order,
saying it smacked of tactics used by the
regime of Hosni Mubarak, Egypt’s long-
time strongman toppled in a popular
uprising in 2011.

The accusations against Morsi
include conspiring with Palestinian
Hamas militants in attacks that killed
policemen and prison breaks during the
revolt against Mubarak, in which Morsi
escaped along with other political
inmates. 

Continued on Page 13

Morsi faces murder, 
kidnapping charges 

Egypt rival rallies kick off



Ramadan Kareem

By Hassan T. Bwambale

Some neighbours’ Rights:  Abdullah bin Amru-
Prophet Muhammad’s companion - narrated
that Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him)

said, “Anyone whose neighbour is not safe from his
annoyance, disturbance, harm and wickedness is not a
true believer.” In order to attract the attention of one
of his companions, Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
asked, “Do you know what the rights of your neigh-
bours are?” The companion replied in the affirmative -
in other words, he wanted to know. The Prophet went
on to enumerate the neighbours’ rights, saying,
“When he asks for your help assist him, when he
requests a loan from you give it to him, when he
becomes insolvent come to his aid, and when he
becomes sick or ill visit him. Moreover, if he has been
blessed with any good news, congratulate him.
Conversely, when he is stricken by a calamity, condole,
comfort and sympathize with him. Furthermore, do
not erect high buildings, skyscrapers for that matter,
in such a way that you would block fresh air from
reaching him unless you get permission from him, and
if you are cooking some food with a strong aroma, do
not taunt him with it unless you are planning to give
him some. Also, when you decide to give your neigh-
bour a gift, do not send it with your children who
would lord it over his children; thus embarrassing
them and making them feel bad.” (Rated as Saheeh by
Al-Imam Al-Mundhiri in At-Targheeb 3/357). Some
scholars of the hadith are of the opinion that the chain
of this hadith’s narrators is very weak. However, due to
the fact that some teachings in it are corroborated by
some other sayings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH), I
deemed fit to quote it.  In other words, the teachings
therein are useful and important.

Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased with him) said,
“My beloved friend - Messenger of Allah - advised me
thus: ‘When you cook a broth, make sure you add a lot
of water then consider giving a suitable amount of it
to your neighbours.’” (Saheeh Muslim 2625.)

We are taught in this hadith that when we cook
anything - if possible - we ought to consider giving
some to our neighbours. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
told us that anyone who eats his fill is not a true
believer if his neighbour sleeps on an empty stomach.

Question: When you cook something, it is recom-
mended to

a. eat it quickly so your neighbour doesn’t see
b. make it very spicy
c. share it with you neighbour

Courtesy TIES Center, a leading non-political NGO pro-
moting relations between Westerners and Muslims
through dialogue, friendship and cultural exchange. For
more information. www.tiescenter.net 

Please fill in the answer of today’s question on the coupon
printed below.
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Neighbours’
Rights

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: During Ramadan,
many people use special appli-
cations on their mobile phones
related to the holy month and
the rituals practiced now.
Religious applications prevail, as
this  is the month of worship
and most people shun other
activities. Mahmoud, 52, uses
prayer time reminders. “I use this
application the whole year, but
now I added an application
reciting verses from the Holy
Quran after the athan (call to
prayer). I also participate in a
weekly service to receive texts
on my mobile containing reli-
gious information, especially
related to this holy month,” he
explains. 

Sara, 30, has added special
tones on her mobile. “I have
downloaded special tones in the
theme of Ramadan for callers to
hear when they call me. I also
downloaded pictures and e-
cards to send as greetings to
friends and family at the begin-
ning of the month. I will use the
same application at the end of
Ramadan for Eid,” she pointed
out. Hanadi, 25, is not much into
applications and uses chat pro-
grams. “I have two main groups
on Whatsapp, and each one of
them include tens of users, so
whatever they post or send I
receive. And now they focus on
messages, pictures and informa-
tion related to this holy month. I
then forward the posts to my
other friends or relatives. I also
use an app for TV schedules, as I
watch TV more during
Ramadan,” she noted. 

Telecommunication compa-
nies have realized the demand
for these applications and have
prepared a wide range of appli-
cations and services related to
Ramadan. “We are offering vari-
ous services related to this
month, some are charged week-
ly while others are onetime pay-
ment applications. For instance
we have Quraniyat, which pro-
vides sciences of the Holy
Quran, religious information
about life fields, offbeat news
and situations of Ramadan. This
service is available in English
and Arabic. We also have and
other Ramadan applications for
finding mosque locations, tim-
ing of iftar and prayers,
Ramadan greetings and others,”
stressed Fajer, an employee
from Wataniya Telecom.

“As most people give alms
and donations during Ramadan,
we have added this service of
charity. Wataniya clients collect
points by using their lines and
subscriptions and they convert
these points into stars, as we call
it. With the charity service, they
can donate these stars as alms.
And finally we also have special
mobile competitions during
Ramadan,” added Fajer.  

Abdulaziz an employee with
Viva also mentioned many spe-
cial programs and applications

Ramadan apps all the rage
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prepared for this month.
“Besides the different applica-
tions of reciting the Holy Quran
and duas (supplications) by vari-
ous religious sheikhs from
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, we also
have the Ojairi calendar, an
Islamic services pack that
includes sermons which is also
available in Hindi, a ‘Tadabar’
service that provides answers
and advice from sheikhs to reli-

gious questions, and Quranic
miracles,” he stated. There are
many more applications and
services provided by Viva. “We
also have the health app that is
related to health issues in
Ramadan including eating
healthy meals, diseases and
medical treatment, and it’s confi-
dential. We also offer services on
food systems and nutrition. We
also have special applications for

the deaf and dumb that include
entertainment, learning cooking
and others,” he added.

Competitions are an impor-
tant part of the programs and
applications. “Besides being part
of various TV competitions as
well as other telecommunication
companies, we also have some
special competitions on the
phone such as Shaara, and Hazar
Fazar,” concluded Abdulaziz. 

KUWAIT: HSBC staff volunteers started the
annual Iftar meal distribution to less fortunate
communities in Kuwait.  This is the 6th consecu-
tive year that staff are taking part in this activity
and more than 4000 meals will be shared over
the next 10 days. The Iftar meal distribution is
part of HSBC’s community activities and has
been a longstanding tradition across the MENA
region.  In Kuwait, staff have been part of this
special task for the past 6 years and have distrib-
uted thousands of meals in this time.

Simon Vaughan Johnson, the CEO of HSBC
Kuwait said: “The Iftar meal distribution has been
a very positive experience for staff as well as for
the people receiving the meals. We recognize
that we have responsibilities to the communities
in which we operate and value the opportunity
to reach out and make a difference.” HSBC has a
wide-ranging Corporate Sustainability strategy
that supports a number of educational, environ-
mental and community programs. 

HSBC distributes Iftar meals 

(Part 1)



KUWAIT: A page on social networking website Twitter, launched
by several young Kuwaitis, allows the public to pose questions to
parliament candidates ahead of the elections in two days’ time.

Communication with the candidates has been assigned a spe-
cial hashtag in the Arabic language, and the organisers of the
campaign say it gives people the opportunity to present their
opinions and hold debates with the candidates.

Youth in the country have taken the initiative and are con-
tributing significantly to encouraging the masses to vote in the
third elections in a two-year period. And, these youngsters have
dealt with the tools at hand, most commonly, where political mat-
ters are concerned, with social networking websites like Twitter.

Ahmed Al-Daihani says he has been a frequent visitor of
Twitter amid the looming July 27 elections, as it grants him the
chance to discuss issues he holds in high regard like education,
healthcare and housing through interactive discussions.

He describes the page as one that “builds a bridge of commu-
nication between the candidate and the voter,” thus creating a
public forum where the candidate can discuss their election cam-
paigns and matters they intend to address in the event of reach-
ing Abdullah Al-Salem hall - the National Assembly hall named
after the late Amir, whose tenure marked the creation of the
Kuwaiti constitution.

“Some of my views on certain candidates have changed after
having held discussions with them over this page,” he said. On his
observations on the persuasion techniques used by the hopefuls,
he said, “some of these candidates have been voted in on a num-
ber occasions, yet are still able to evolve in their approaches to the

public, refusing to allow former judgment on their performance
dictate their current campaigns.”

Indeed, “Twitter has become an important media platform and
a crucial component of any candidate’s election campaign and
this is what many candidates have come to realise, leading them
to invest heavily in this tool,” suggests Khaled Al-Kanderi.

As do many of the hashtag’s following, Al-Kanderi has commit-
ted himself to regular clicks on the hashtag to keep an eye on the
latest statements emanating from the discussions.

“The National Assembly 2013 elections have been charac-
terised by their heavy dependence on social networking websites,
like Twitter, which differentiates them from former equivalents,”
views Professor of Journalism and Media Menawer Al-Rajhi.
“Twitter has taken the lead on these platforms, gaining through a
larger audience than its counterparts,” he adds. It has also saved
the voter from having to make visits to election campaign head-
quarters, sometimes held in the open air under scorching summer
temperatures, ends Al-Rajhi. — KUNA
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Twitter hashtag allows discussions with parliament hopefuls

No deterioration
of services: MoH

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health has confirmed that the
health services provided in Kuwait are assessed through
scientific indicators  agreed upon internationally by the
World Health Organization (WHO). The ministry denied in a
press statement yesterday news reports circulated by the
press recently over the deterioration of health services in
the country, pointing out that there are scientific indicators
set by the (WHO) which assess the level and quality of
health services in any country around the world. It added
that the most important of these indicators is the age index
which stood in Kuwait at 73 years in 1990 and rose to 78
years in 2009 and increased to 79 years in 2013, thanks to
the medical protocols imposed by the health centers, in
addition to the availability of equipment and modern tech-
niques for the diagnosis and treatment.

It said the scientific indicators showing the quality of
health services provided in the state also include the mor-
tality rate for children under the age of five years per thou-
sand of the population, indicating that this rate was 13
deaths in 2009 and dropped to 11 deaths in 2013, accord-
ing to statistics from the WHO and the World Bank. It point-
ed out that the percentage of coverage of basic vaccina-
tions in Kuwait stood at 99.5 percent, one of the highest in
the world and Kuwait did not register any cases of polio in
recent years. 

KAC gets a govt
financial boost 

KUWAIT: Informed sources revealed that deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance Mustafa Al-Shamali has approved the sum
of KD 441 million which has been transferred to Kuwait Airway
Corporation (KAC).

Sources pointed that the amount in addition to KD 250 million
(The Capital) are the start of the company’s project, in chartering
and leasing and purchasing new airplanes. Sources said that KAC
board of directors was satisfied about the results of the meeting
with the public authority for investment, particularly with the trans-
fer of money by the ministry of finance. With this amount the com-
pany will be have the funds to execute its strategic plans, the most
import of which is the purchase of 25 airplanes and the chartering
of another 20 planes. Sources added that Airbus might be the lucky
winner in the purchase and chartering operations. Airbus is the
leading choice for the board of directors so far, the sources said.
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18) When the Prophet married Khadija he was

A) 25 years old

B) 40 years old

C) 20 years old

KUWAIT: A first constituency parliamentary candidate will be
excluded from the national assembly race because he was
detained in a case filed against him by a famous actress with
whom he had been having an affair for years, said security
sources. Case papers indicate that the famous actress, who had
filed a complaint against the rich man last year for the same rea-
sons but later on dropped the charges when he gave her a huge
sum of money, filed another complaint accusing her partner of
ignoring her requests to get married. The unlucky candidate was
summoned and currently the two are detained. 

Arrested in vote-buying out on bail
All parliamentary candidates and their representatives who

were arrested for vote-buying in Jabriya, Ardhiya and Al-Qurain
were released on bail by the public prosecutor’s office. Third con-
stituency candidate, Soud Sahoud, arrested for his involvement
in vote-buying cases for running in Jabriya and in Salmiya,
remained under arrest.  Security sources said that Sahoud’s
brother who ran the Salmiya campaign headquarters was at
large. A travel ban was slapped against him. He was placed on
the wanted people lists. According to the sources, fourth con-
stituency candidate, Meshari Al-Husseini was released on KD
10,000 bail, while his campaign manager was released on KD
5,000 bail. Fifth constituency candidate, Soud Al-Subai’e was
released on KD 5,000 bail and a retired Major general was
released on KD 2,000 bail. Meanwhile, according to security a citi-
zen was arrested while buying votes for a second constituency
candidate at a house in Jaber Al-Ahmed Area. 

Wanted Iranian arrested at airport
An Iranian in his thirties was recently arrested on arrival at

Kuwait International Airport, said security sources. The man
looked confused on approaching the customs’ counters. During
the checking he was found to be an a wanted list. 

Fight in Farwaniya leads to injured hand 
An Egyptian sustained a serious wound to his right hand dur-

ing a fight with others in Farwaniya, said security sources. In an
attempt to defend himself and prevent the knife from reaching
his torso the man stopped it with his hand. The fighters were
arrested and the man was rushed to Farwaniya hospital for treat-
ment. 

Harassment ends in fight
A group of young men fought in Salmiya cafe when one of

them harassed the girlfriend of another man, said security
sources noting that policemen rushed to the scene.  

Worker flies off a building, dies
A 28 year old Egyptian construction worker  was killed when

he fell from an under construction building in Farwaniya, said
security sources. 

Wanted bedoon injures lieutenant 
First lieutenant was injured when a wanted bedoon hit him in

the face with a metal ring-box in order to resist arrest, said securi-
ty sources. A police patrol suspected the cars driven by the
bedoon in Hawalli. They asked the driver to pullover for a routine
check-up. The patrol discovered that the driver was wanted by
the police. There was drug paraphernalia in the car.  The man was
arrested and the police officer was taken to the hospital for treat-
ment. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Fire department received a call at 2:50 am that a
GMC car was on fire. The vehicle collided with a high voltage
tower at Kabd area and some persons were trapped inside
the car. 

Kabd firemen rushed to the scene headed by Captain
Mohammad Al-Kandari and Lt. Ahmad Al-Rashidi. As they
arrived they found that the car was carrying a family, Kuwaitis
and GCC nationals. Five of them were already dead and
another 11 persons were severely injured. They were trans-
ported to the hospital by medical emergency team, while the
bodies of the dead were handed over for criminal investiga-
tion. Investigation is going on to find reasons behind the
accident.

Five dead in collision with high voltage tower

Candidate refuses
to marry, ends 
in detention 
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KUWAIT: In the Gulf States, there is a special custom
associated with the Muslim holy month of Ramadan.
Called Girgian, it is similar to Halloween in the United
States. Children, many of whom are fasting as is the
custom during Ramadan, go door-to-door during the
evening hours collecting candy from their neighbors.
The joke making the rounds in Kuwait these days
says, “If you have a choice between participating in
Girgian and voting in the election, go for Girgian
because that only comes once a year, and elections
come more frequently.”

It’s a sign of the lack of excitement surrounding
the parliamentary elections that will be held today. It
comes after the constitutional court dissolved parlia-
ment and annulled the results of the last election,
held in Dec 2012. That election, too, was an early
election after the National Assembly, which was
elected in February of that year, was also dissolved. 

What is increasing voter apathy in this small Gulf
nation is the court’s confirmation of a law that

reduces the number of candidates each voter could
select, from four to one. Opposition groups say that
will allow the government to manipulate the elec-
tions. “We are boycotting this election because it is
not democratic,” Osama Al-Shaheen, a lawyer and
former member of parliament said. “The election sys-
tem is being controlled by the government, not by
parliament as it should be.”

Kuwaiti analysts say that allowing people to
choose only one candidate for their districts to the
National Assembly instead of the previous four limits
people’s choice. Many choose their first candidate on
the basis of family or tribal ties. If each voter can
choose four candidates, it is more likely that opposi-
tion candidates will make up more of the 50 mem-
bers of the National Assembly. “If he is my cousin or
from my tribe, I have to vote for him,” Ibrahim Al-
Hadban, a professor of political science at Kuwait
University said.  Kuwait is a majority Sunni country,
with a Shiite minority of between 20 and 25 percent.

Women only received the right to vote in 2005. The
total population is 2.7 million people, but 1.3 million
of them are foreign nationals, and cannot vote. The
government announced earlier this year that it want-
ed the foreign worker population to decrease by
100,000 each year.

In the past few elections, voter turnout was only
around 40 percent. Hadban says that getting people
to the polls is important for Kuwait. “It is important
for the government to get people back to participat-
ing in elections,” he said. “The current parliament
only lasted five months. This is a second chance for
the government and the opposition to push people
to participate, but the opposition has decided to
boycott the elections.”

However, he says, it’s unlikely that participation
will be much higher. First of all, temperatures are
hovering around 50 degrees Celsius, making it diffi-
cult for people to get out during the day. In addition,
many people travel during Ramadan and will not be

present to vote. “The timing is lousy and people are
fasting,” he said. “I don’t think anyone will come
home from Asia or Europe just to vote.” 

Nevertheless, there are important issues on the
table. Earlier this month, Kuwait announced it will
provide $4 billion in aid to Egypt, following the over-
throw of Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi. The
package will include a $2 billion central bank deposit,
a $1 billion grant, and $1 billion in oil products. Some
in Kuwait say that money should stay in the country
and be used to improve the country’s health and
educational services. Kuwait’s oil revenues have
made it one of the richest countries in the world, and
enabled it to give services such as free college educa-
tion to all citizens. The oil wealth may also be one of
the reasons that the turmoil that has rocked many of
the neighboring Arab countries has skipped Kuwait.

Yet, many analysts agree that if voter turnout
remains low, the government will eventually lose its
legitimacy. — The Media Line

Kuwait’s elections fail to excite
Low turnout expected due to voter 

apathy in weekend balloting 

KUWAIT: Ramadan is a season of shar-
ing and spending quality time with fam-
ily and friends; on this occasion to cele-
brate the holy month of Ramadan The
Regency’s astonishing Silk Road restau-
rant was the venue for a sumptuous Iftar
for the Kuwait’s media. The media repre-
sentatives were welcomed in a perfect
ambiance, surrounded with colourful
“fanous”, ruby red “sadu” and tradition-
ally dressed hosts in dishdashas and
gutras and the hostess in dara’ah, along
with  the Sales and Marketing team
including Aurelio Giraudo, General
Manager.

The media marveled at an array of
irresistible Arabic goodies and extensive
iftar buffet prepared by the hotel’s
award winning international culinary
team. The buffet included a range of sal-
ad stations, grill stations, favourite local
and regional dishes covered in silver
chafing dishes and cold Ramadan drinks
such as Qamar Al-Deen, Karkade, Jallab

and Pink Rose milk to break their fast
and homemade Arabic and international
desserts.

During the event, Aurelio Giraudo,
General Manager, welcomed the media
and expressed his appreciation for their
continuous support to The Regency. He
said, “We are pleased to have the excep-
tionally supportive media with us to
enjoy our lavish buffet and to celebrate
the holy month. We thank them for their
support and we look forward to work
more closely in the future.”

Apart from the buffet, The Regency
launched a Facebook competition
where in it offers its esteemed diners
three chances to win exceptional stay in
one of the Signature suites during Eid!
The guests can relish the sumptuous
iftar buffet or suhour set menu with
family and friends and message the bill
number (minimum KD50 value) on
Regency Facebook page Kuwait to enter
the lucky draw. 

The Regency Hotel hosts iftar for media

KUWAIT: In this file photo the election committee held a press conference to inform the public on the preparations for the elections. — Photo by Fouad Al-Shaikh  
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TUNIS: Tunisia marked a day of mourning yesterday after
gunmen killed a leading opposition figure, sparking fresh
political turmoil, protests and a general strike which took
Tunis to near standstill. National airline Tunisair and
European airlines cancelled flights, with more street
protests expected amid allegations of government con-
nivance in Thursday’s killing. MP Mohamed Brahmi, 58, of
the leftist and nationalist Popular Movement, was assassi-
nated outside his home in Ariana, near Tunis, witnesses
said.

The state prosecutor’s office said an autopsy found that
Brahmi, whose family and political colleagues said would
be buried as a “martyr” on Saturday in a Tunis cemetery,
had been mowed down by a hail of 14 bullets. Balkis
Brahmi, 19, one of his five children, said her father was
killed by two men in black on a motorbike.

“At around midday, we heard gunfire and my father
crying with pain. We rushed out-my brother, mother and
I-to find his body riddled with bullets at the wheel of his
car parked in front of the house,” she told AFP. “He lived
as a man of principle and has left us a martyr,” she said,
red-eyed and fighting back tears. As news of the killing
spread, thousands of angry protesters took to the streets
Thursday in central Tunis and in Sidi Bouzid, birthplace of
the Arab Spring and Brahmi’s hometown. Police in Tunis
fired tear gas to disperse demonstrators who tried to set
up a tent for a sit-in calling for the fall of the regime after
the second such killing of a critic of the country’s Islamist
leadership.

The assassination was the work of a member of the radi-
cal Sunni Muslim Salafist movement, Interior Minister Lotfi
Ben Jeddou said on Friday. “The first elements of the inves-
tigation show the implication of Boubaker Hakim, a Salafist
extremist,” he told a press briefing. He also said Brahmi was
killed with the same weapon used to murder another
opposition figure, Chokri Belaid, in February.

On Wednesday, a minister and senior adviser to the pre-
mier said six people believed to have orchestrated Belaid’s
killing have been identified. Noureddin B’Hiri said the
details would “soon” be revealed. Tunisian newspapers
forecast a breakdown of stability, with La Presse warning of
“a slide into hell”. 

“Rather than isolated acts, violence is being turned into
a system. By whom? By people determined to seize power
or to stay in power,” Le Quotidien said, pointing the finger
of blame at the government led by the moderate Islamist
movement Ennahda. According to analyst Sami Brahem,
“the reasons behind the assassination of Chokri Belaid are
the same as those which led to the murder of Mohamed
Brahmi: to bring about the failure of the democratic transi-
tion.”

Belaid’s February 6 assassination, also outside his home,
sparked a political crisis and charges of Ennahda involve-
ment. Beji Caid Essebsi, head of the main opposition party
Nidaa Tounes, said Ennahda was to blame because it had
failed to identify Belaid’s killers. “There has not been any
serious judicial action,” he told AFP.

The General Union of Tunisian Labour (UGTT), which

says it has half a million members, called Friday’s general
strike in protest at “terrorism, violence and murders”. UGTT
deputy secretary general Sami Tahri reported that all sec-
tors nationwide were observing the strike, singling out
banks, health services and most public transport. 

Tunisia’s presidency told AFP Friday was being observed
as a day of national mourning “following the assassination
of lawmaker martyr Mohamed Brahmi”. Like after the
Belaid murder, Ennahda was back in the firing line of accu-
sations. 

Ennahda chief Rached Ghannouchi rejected the charge
in a statement to AFP, calling the killing “a catastrophe for
Tunisia”. “Those behind this crime want to lead the country
towards civil war and to disrupt the democratic transition.”
Political tension has been rising in Tunisia, with the launch
of its own version of the Tamarod (rebellion) movement in
Egypt that led to the ouster of Islamist president Mohamed
Morsi on July 3.

The UN human rights office urged official restraint in the
face of public anger. “We urge the authorities in Tunisia to
take great care not to inflame the situation further with
excessive use of force and to respect the right of people to
protest peacefully,” spokesman Rupert Colville told
reporters in Geneva. Brahmi was elected MP in October
2011 for Sidi Bouzid, birthplace of the revolution that year
that toppled president Zine El Abidine Ben Ali.  On July 7,
he resigned as general secretary of the Popular Movement,
which he founded, saying it had been infiltrated by
Islamists. — AFP

A combination of pictures shows a portrait of late Tunisian lawyer Chokri Belaid on November 20, 2012 (left) and a portrait of late Tunisian opposition figure Mohamed Brahmi. — AFP

Tunisia mourns slain opposition head
Brahmi killed with same gun as Belaid
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DOHA: Qatar may tone down its pushy for-
eign policy, chastened by setbacks in Syria
and Egypt, but is likely to keep supporting
Arab Spring revolts and bankrolling Islamist
influence, albeit a little more quietly. The
tiny state provided much of the armed
muscle behind the Arab rebellions, while its
aid for Muslim Brotherhood rule in Egypt
alarmed neighbouring Gulf monarchies
who see the Islamist movement as a threat
to their own hereditary authority.

Under a long-standing policy of interna-
tional self-promotion, Qatar earlier mediat-
ed in disputes from Somalia to Lebanon,
and became the enfant terrible of the Gulf
Arab dynasties by using its Al-Jazeera TV to
attack authoritarian rule beyond its borders
and promote Islamist views. But rebel
defeats in Syria, the ousting of Egypt’s
Islamist President Mohamed Morsi on July 3
and a failure to host planned Afghan peace
talks in June exposed as over-hasty Doha’s
dreams of becoming a heavyweight inter-

national power-broker. The wealthy gas
exporter got its comeuppance, critics say,
and must now be more circumspect
abroad, defer to regional heavyweight
Saudi Arabia, and focus on priorities at
home such as building projects before it
hosts the 2022 soccer World Cup. Last
month’s accession of a young emir, Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al-Thani, after the abdi-
cation of his father, gives Qatar an opportu-
nity to make a fresh start, the argument
goes. People who know Qatar, however, do
not expect any U-turns.

Betting on the brotherhood 
“They might like to change policy but

they are not in a position to do so, at least
immediately,” said Ghanem Nuseibeh, an
expert on Gulf Arab politics at Cornerstone
Global Associates, a UK-based risk manage-
ment consultancy. Under Tamim’s father
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al-Thani, Qatar
lent Egypt more than $7 billion during

Mursi’s year in power, which ended when
the army detained the president.

Doha had placed a bet on the Muslim
Brotherhood, said Nuseibeh, and for the
Qatari state “it is very difficult to go back
now, even if some of their advisers would
like them to”.  “Dropping the Muslim
Brotherhood would obliterate their popu-
larity with the pro-Brotherhood camp in the
Arab world. They have taken a gamble and
they hope that it might pay off at some
point in the future,” he said. 

Torbjorn Soltvedt, principal analyst at
Maplecroft, a political risk consultancy
based in London, said Qatar “will likely
scale back its adventurous foreign policy,
but I wouldn’t expect them to abandon it
altogether”.  “It will still be important for
them to maintain an independent policy, to
distinguish themselves from Saudi Arabia,”
he said. Asked about the future course of
diplomacy, a Qatari official said there would
be little change, adding the country need-

ed to pursue “domestic and foreign policies
in parallel to each other” to continue serv-
ing its national interest. He also suggested
Qatar would continue military help for
rebels fighting Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad. “With over 100,000 killed and about
2 million refugees, we believe the Syrian
people are in dire need of support to
defend themselves from the vicious and
barbaric assaults of the regime,” he said. 

A quieter style
He emphasised that shipments of any

weapons to the Syrian people ought to be
coordinated with the international commu-
nity. Qatar was focused on helping all the
region’s peoples, he said, and did not
favour one party over another.     

“Just as the United States continued to
support Egypt while the Muslim
Brotherhood was in power, so did we. It is
for the Egyptian people to determine who
will lead their country.” —Reuters

Qatari diplomacy ready to adopt more measured pace

DAMASCUS: The number of dead in
Syria’s civil war has passed 100,000, the
UN chief said Thursday, call ing for
urgent talks on ending 21/2 years of
violence even as President Bashar
Assad’s government blasted the United
States as an unsuitable peace broker. In
the latest example of the relentless car-
nage, a car bomb killed at least 10 peo-
ple and wounded 66 in a pro-regime,
residential area near the capital.

All international attempts to broker a
political solution to the Syrian civil war
have failed.  Despite a stalemate that
has settled in for months, both sides
still believe they can win the war and
have placed impossible conditions for
negotiations. The international commu-
nity has been unable - and some say,
unwilling - to intervene sufficiently to
tip the balance in favor of either the
Assad regime or the rebels.

“There is no military solution to
Syria,” U Secretary of State John Kerry
told reporters at the United Nations.
“There is only a political solution, and
that will require leadership in order to
bring people to the table.” He spoke
ahead of talks with UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, who said the
death toll had risen from nearly 93,000
just over a month ago to more than
100,000. Syrian opposition groups had
made that same estimate a month ago.

The uprising against Assad’s rule
began in March 2011 and deteriorated
into an insurgency with growing sectar-
ian overtones. Ban called on the Syrian
government and opposition to halt the
violence, saying it is “imperative to have
a peace conference in Geneva as soon
as possible.” The U.S. and Russia are
working to convene a conference,
along with the United Nations, to try to
agree on a transitional government
based on a plan adopted in Geneva a
year ago.

No official date has been set because
the opposition refuses to attend any
talks that are not about Assad’s depar-

ture. Syrian government officials say
participation in the conference should
be without preconditions, but add that
Assad’s departure before his term
expires in 2014 is not negotiable. Assad
has also said he has the right to run for
elections again.

Kerry said he talked to Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov on
Wednesday and that both countries
remained committed to bringing the
warring parties together to further
peace efforts. “We will try our hardest to
make that happen as soon as is possi-
ble,” Kerry said. He said after a meeting
with the leader of Syria’s Western-
backed opposition group that the talks
were “very, very constructive.” He said
the opposition agreed to work over the
next few weeks to pinpoint the condi-
tions under which a Geneva conference
“can work.”

Ahmad Al-Jarba, the Syrian National
Coalition’s newly elected president,
called the situation in Syria “desperate”
and urged the United States to quickly
supply promised weapons to prevent a
military victory by Assad. 

The US government opposed pro-
viding any lethal assistance to Syria’s
rebels until last month but is moving
ahead now with sending weapons to
vetted rebels after securing the
approval of the House and Senate
Intelligence committees.

President Barack Obama and his
national security team have yet to say
publicly what weapons they’ll provide
and when they’ll deliver them. There
has also been concern in the West that
US weapons could end up in the hands
of Al-Qaeda-linked groups.

Al-Jarba said the coalition “fully
understands” those concerns but “we
need American direct support to save
democracy in Syria and to lead the
world to force Assad at last to stand
down.” The US decision to start sending
arms to the rebels has further dimmed
peace prospects and the comments at

the UN appeared at odds with what was
happening inside Syria. The Syrian gov-
ernment criticized the US actions, say-
ing Washington is unsuitable to act as a
broker at any peace negotiations.
“Washington’s decision to send arms to
terrorists in Syria confirms that the
American administration is not objec-
tive in efforts to find a political solution
and hold an international conference in
Geneva,” Syrian state TV said, citing an
unidentified Foreign Ministry official.
Assad’s government routinely refers to
opposition fighters as “terrorists.”

“The American intentions seek to
continue the cycle of violence and ter-
rorism in Syria in order to destabilize ...
the region,” the statement said. The
Syrian government has gone on the
offensive and has succeeded, with the
help of Lebanese Hezbollah militants, in
pushing back rebels near Damascus
and in central Homs province.

The White House acknowledged that
momentum has shifted as Hezbollah
and Iran have helped Assad’s forces.
The rebels are lashing out with stepped
up mortar attacks on Damascus, the
seat of Assad’s power, and with car
bombs that target regime strongholds
and security installations.

Thursday’s car bomb exploded in
Jaramana, a suburb just few kilometers
(miles) southeast of Damascus that is
overwhelmingly pro-regime. The state
news agency SANA reported that the
blast caused heavy damage to nearby
buildings and destroyed many cars. TV
footage showed mangled cars and
heavily damaged residential buildings.
No group immediately claimed respon-
sibility for the bombing.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights initially put the death
toll at 10 but later raised it to 17, saying
several of the wounded had died. Also
Thursday, the Syrian National Coalition
cast doubt on a mission by UN experts
to investigate the alleged use of chemi-
cal weapons in the civil war. —AP

GAZA CITY: Palestinian labourers and foreign activists are
working tirelessly to transform a large fishing boat into “Gaza’s
Ark” with the aim of exporting local produce in the latest bid to
break Israel’s blockade on the coastal strip. The Ark, which is
being fitted out to carry goods and more than 100 passengers,
is expected to set sail for Europe when it is completed by the
end of July in the latest high-profile attempt to challenge
Israel’s maritime lockdown on the tiny Hamas-run territory. If
they are successful, this will be the first time goods from Gaza
have been exported by sea since the signing of the 1994 Oslo
Peace Accords.

Significantly, this attempt to alleviate the effects of the sev-
en-year blockade comes from within Gaza, where locals refur-
bishing the 24-metre-long (78 feet) vessel want to take matters
into their own hands, rather than waiting for help from the out-
side world. “This will help fishermen, farmers and factory work-
ers in Gaza to market their products,” said Abu Ammar Bakr,
who was a fisherman for 40 years before turning his hand to
repairing boats. Mohammed Abu Salmi, who owns a furniture
shop, was equally buoyed by the prospect of shipping products
overseas. “Export by sea will resuscitate farming and light
industry in Gaza and will ease unemployment... and help to lift
this oppressive blockade,” he told AFP. “We have great experi-
ence and produce great furniture,” Abu Salmi boasted. “We
exported to Israel and from there to Europe before the block-
ade, and people abroad are asking for our products,” he said,
pointing proudly at the dining tables and chairs fashioned in his
workshop. Among the items which are to be carried on board
for export are fruit and farm produce, furniture, embroidery and
other crafts, organisers say. “The aim is not aid or humanitarian
like the boats that were coming to Gaza, it’s a commercial ven-
ture to support the Palestinian economy and pave the way to
exporting Palestinian products,” project manager Mahfouz
Kabariti said. —AFP

100,000 plus dead in 
Syria’s civil war: UN

‘No military solution to Syria’: Kerry

GAZA STRIP: This picture shows a Palestinian fisherman
who is working with other activists to transform a fishing
boat into “Gaza’s Ark”. — AFP 

Gaza’s Ark: Attempt 
to break Israel’s 

blockade from within



I N T E R N A T I O N A L
SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2013

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA: Spanish
police were investigating yesterday if the
driver of a  train that crashed in Santiago de
Compostela killing dozens had been driving
at reckless speed when he took a tight
curve. Spain’s worst train wreck in decades
on Wednesday evening killed at least 78,
with six bodies still unidentified and 95 peo-
ple in hospital, immediately raising ques-
tions about why an experienced driver was
travelling so fast into a sharp bend.

The driver, Francisco Garzon, 52, was
under arrest in a hospital in the city in north-
western Spain and was due to give a state-
ment to police later yesterday. Garzon was
being investigated for criminal behaviour in
causing the accident and “recklessness”,
regional police chief Jaime Iglesias said. A
spokeswoman for the supreme court in the
Galicia region said Garzon had not yet been
charged and evidence including the train’s
“black box” was being assembled. “We’re
collecting elements to be used as evidence,
videos, audios and all the technical work
that is being done on the train,” she said.

Renfe, the Spanish state train company,
said Garzon was a 30-year company veteran
who had been driving for a decade. He was
highly qualified and had been driving on
the line where the accident took place for
about a year. On the morning of the
tragedy, he had driven a train on the same
line, which connects La Coruna with Madrid,
and a Renfe spokesman said he knew every
twist and turn of the route.

Sharp curve
It has been widely reported that he took

a sharp curve with an 80-kmh speed limit at
more than twice that speed. The driver was
not available for comment and Reuters was
not able to locate his family or determine
whether he has a lawyer. Another train driv-
er on that line told Cadena Ser radio that the
blame should not be put on his colleague.

“There is no security warning for the
speed, it’s pure human factor, you have to
slow down manually and you have no assis-
tance in the cabin,” said Manuel Mato.
“When you exit the high-speed section you
start slowing down ... you have like 4 km (2.5
miles) to the curve,” he added. While police
and a judge were looking into potential

negligence on the part of the driver, the
Public Works Ministry launched a more
technical investigation. Renfe and Adif, the
state track operator, began their own
probes. Investigators wanted to know why
was the train going so fast? Did the driver
fail to heed speed limits? Did brakes fail?
What about the safety system meant to
force the train or the driver to slow down if
going too fast? Security video footage
showed the train, with 247 people on board,
hurtling into a concrete wall at the side of
the track as carriages jack-knifed and the
engine overturned. The impact was so
strong that one carriage flew over a wall

and landed on an embankment several
metres above.

Two safety systems
The train involved, made by Bombardier

and Talgo, was a series 730 that Renfe uses
for its Alvia service, which is faster than con-
ventional trains but not as fast as the AVE
trains that criss-cross Spain at even higher
speeds. The train was built in 2007-2009,
but remodelled in 2012 to use diesel. The
train is designed to operate on conventional

and high-speed tracks that make use of two
different types of safety systems that are
meant to regulate excessive speed.

On high-speed lines, trains use the
European Train Control System, or ETCS,
which automatically slows down a train that
is going too fast. On slower lines, trains
operate under an older system called ASFA,
a Spanish acronym for Signal
Announcement and Automatic Braking,
which warns the driver if a train is moving
too fast but does not automatically slow it
down. At the site of the disaster, just 3 km (2
miles) before reaching the Santiago de
Compostela station, the train was passing

through an urban area on a steep curve. At
that point of the track, two railway experts
said, it uses the older ASFA safety system.
Professor Roger Kemp, a Fellow of the Royal
Academy of Engineering in Britain, said in
an e-mailed comment that as the driver was
leaving the high-speed line to join a much
slower route before entering the station,
there must have been at least prominent
visual warnings to reduce speed, if not audi-
ble warnings and an electronic speed super-
vision system.—Reuters 

‘Recklessness’ to blame 
for Spanish train crash?

Probe focuses on speed, safety systems

SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA: In this photo, train driver Francisco Jose
Garzon Amo is helped by two men as he is evacuated from the site of a
train accident in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. — AP

SARANSK: A jailed member
of Russian female punk
group Punk Riot lost a court
battle to be released but
remained unrepentant over
last year’s protest against
President Vladimir Putin in a
Moscow cathedral.
Nadezhda Tolokonnikova
watched from behind the
black metal bars of a court-
room cage as a regional
court yesterday upheld an
earlier decision not to
release her after nearly a
year in prison so that she
could look after her five-
year-old daughter.

The ruling by the
Supreme Court of the Mordovia region was the second blow
in three days for Punk Riot. Maria Alyokhina, the other band
member serving a two-year sentence, had a similar attempt
quashed in court on Wednesday.  “I will appeal my sentence
to the last, including in the Supreme Court of the Russian
Federation,” Tolokonnikova said during yesterday’s hearing in
the city of Saransk, about 500 km (312 miles) southeast of
Moscow.  Dressed in black, with the words “No Pasaran”
(Spanish for “They shall not pass”) written in white across her
chest, she refused to plead guilty even though it might have
won her favour in court. “I do not admit guilt and will not
plead guilty. I have principles upon which I will stand,” she
said from the cage, often used for defendants or convicts in
Russian courts. Tolokonnikova, 23, and Alyokhina, 25, are
being held in remote prison colonies following their convic-
tion last August for hooliganism motivated by religious hatred
over the protest in the Russian Orthodox Church of Christ the
Saviour. Their “punk prayer” against Putin’s close ties with the
Russian Orthodox Church, performed by five band members
wearing brightly coloured masks, tights and short dresses in
February 2012, shocked many Orthodox believers. 

But their conviction was seen by Putin critics as part of a
wider clampdown on dissent since he began a third term as
president just over a year ago. Last week a prominent opposi-
tion leader, Alexei Navalny, was sentenced to five years for
theft but freed on bail pending an appeal. Tolokonnikova’s ini-
tial parole case was rejected in April after a judge found no
evidence to suggest she had improved her behaviour after
receiving two prison reprimands. 

Madonna, Bruce Springsteen, former Beatle Paul
McCartney and Briton Adele were among more than 100
musicians to sign a letter calling for their release that was pub-
lished by Amnesty International on Tuesday. Tolokonnikova
and Alyokhina are due for release next March. A third Punk
Riot member, Yekaterina Samutsevich, was freed last October
when a judge suspended her sentence on appeal. — Reuters 

GENEVA: A member of the notorious “Pink
Panther” jewel thief gang escaped from a
Swiss prison after accomplices rammed a
gate and overpowered guards with bursts
from their AK-47s, police said yesterday.
Milan Poparic, 34, fled with fellow inmate
Adrian Albrecht, 52, from the Orbe prison in
the western canton (state) of Vaud late
Thursday, according to a police statement.
He is the third member of the Pink Panthers
to escape from a Swiss prison in as many
months, according to Vaud police.

Poparic, a Bosnian national, had been
serving a sentence of six years and eight
months for robbing a jewelry store in the
Swiss city of Neuchatel in 2009. Albrecht was
serving a seven-year prison sentence for var-
ious crimes including robbery, arson and
money laundering. Police said Poparic was

part of the Pink Panthers network, prime
suspects in a series of spectacular thefts.
According to Interpol the group has target-
ed luxury watch and jewelry stores in
Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the United
States, netting over 330 million euros ($436
million) since 1999.

The two accomplices rammed the com-
pound with two vehicles, clearing away
barbed wire for the escape, then fled with
the two escapees in one vehicle and set fire
to the other. Teams of police and other
authorities from Switzerland and France,
some using police dogs, are searching for
them. At a news conference yesterday,
Beatrice Metraux, head of Vaud’s interior
department that includes responsibility for
prisons, said the guards were unarmed but
were backed up by officers from the Swiss

private security firm Protectas, who were
equipped with “simple handguns” that were
no match for the AK-47s.

She said the escapees hadn’t received
any visits in recent months other than from
their lawyers. “This is an invasion, rather than
an escape, orchestrated by a heavily armed
organized gang,” she said, adding that the
staff was shocked and one person was get-
ting psychological counseling. Vaud police
spokesman Jean-Christophe Sauterel said
the vehicle remains missing, and it’s not
known which way they fled. It’s still unclear,
he added, whether the two accomplices are
members of the Pink Panthers, although
their actions suggest it.

Interpol dubbed them the “Pink Panther”
gang, recalling the 1963 movie starring
Peter Sellers as the bungling Inspector

Clouseau, but it isn’t known whether mem-
bers themselves use that name. The gang is
believed to have a core membership of
about 40 people, many of them from the
Balkans. Sauterel said there doesn’t appear
to be any danger to the public, since killing
isn’t part of the Pink Panthers’ usual meth-
ods. But, he added, the police are “dealing
with people who were involved in the
armed forces during the war in former
Yugoslavia.” In mid-May, two members of
the Pink Panthers - a 45-year-old Serb, who
was being temporarily detained for aggra-
vated robbery, and a 47-year-old
Frenchman held for aggravated robbery
and drug and weapons violations - escaped
from the Bois-Mermet prison along with
three others, helped by accomplices, the
police said. — AP

‘Pink Panther’ jewel thief escapes prison

Punk Riot convict
defiant after losing

parole battle

Nadezhda Tolokonnikova
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CARSON CITY:  OJ Simpson should
know next week whether his blemish-
free record behind bars and contrition
for trying to take back sports memora-
bilia of his glory days will win him
favor with the Nevada Board of Parole
Commissioners.

The former American football star
asked for leniency Thursday, express-
ing regret for his actions and describ-
ing himself as a model inmate who
earns pennies an hour keeping gym
equipment sanitized and umpiring
and coaching games in the prison
yard. Parole Commissioner Susan
Jackson and hearing representative
Robin Bates were to make their confi-
dential recommendation to the full
parole board, and a final decision is
expected next week. Jackson noted
that Simpson has had no disciplinary
actions during his incarceration and
was deemed a “low risk” to commit

repeat offenses. “I just wish I never
went to that room,” the 66-year-old
Simpson said during a 15-minute
appearance. The graying Simpson,
dressed in prison blues, attended the
hearing remotely from a video confer-
ence room the Lovelock Correction
Center. Four out of seven commission-
ers must support his request. But he
won’t be looking at possible freedom
just yet because he is only eligible for
parole on five convictions that were
ordered to run concurrently - two
counts each of kidnapping and rob-
bery and one count of burglary with a
weapon.

Even if the Nevada Parole Board
ruled in his favor, he would then begin
serving sentences attached to other
charges and spend at least another
four years in prison. He still has four
weapon enhancement sentences to
serve, followed by consecutive terms

for two counts of assault with a deadly
weapon. Parole from those sentences
would be considered at future hear-
ings. Simpson provided a glimpse of
his time in prison since he was sen-
tenced to nine to 33 years behind
bars. He said he has served as a coun-
selor of sorts to other inmates who
come to him with their issues. But he
said he shouldn’t be compared with
other inmates. “The difference
between all of their crimes and mine
is, they were trying to steal other peo-
ple’s property,” he said. “They were
trying to steal other people’s money.

But his best chance for freedom lies
with a pending decision by a Las
Vegas judge on whether to grant him
a new trial based on claims that his tri-
al lawyer botched his defense and had
a conflict of interest in the case. Clark
County District Judge Linda Marie Bell
held a weeklong hearing in May on

the issue that featured testimony from
Simpson. During that hearing, his cur-
rent lawyers, Patricia Palm and Ozzie
Fumo, presented evidence and ques-
tioned witnesses, including trial
lawyer Yale Galanter, about whether
he knew in advance about the
September 2007 plan for Simpson and
several other men to confront the
memorabilia dealers.

Simpson argues that he was trying
to retrieve items stolen from him after
his 1995 “trial of the century” in Los
Angeles when he was acquitted of mur-
der in the 1994 slayings of his ex-wife
and her friend. But he also acknowl-
edged when questioned by prosecutor
H. Leon Simon that other items were
taken, including Beardsley’s hat and
sunglasses, Fromong’s cellphone, litho-
graphs featuring football star Joe
Montana and autographed Pete Rose
and Duke Synder baseballs. — AP

OJ Simpson awaits Nevada parole decision

WASHINGTON: The Obama adminis-
tration sidestepped a decision on cut-
ting off most of the annual $1.55 bil-
lion of US aid to Egypt by saying on
Thursday it does not plan to rule on
whether a military coup took place in
Egypt. The stance resolves a dilemma
for the White House: Whether to com-
ply with a US law that requires elimi-
nating most aid in the event of a mili-
tary coup or to find that the armed
forces’ July 3 ouster of President
Mohamed Mursi was not in fact a
coup.

But the decision to refrain from a
coup designation, which was con-
veyed to members of Congress in
closed-door briefings, takes away an
important point of leverage for
Washington to push Egypt’s generals
toward new elections. The question of

whether a coup took place has vexed
the White House. It wants to be seen
as supporting democratically elected
leaders, but Mursi was believed by US
officials to have ruled in an ineffective
and autocratic manner. Under US law,
most aid must stop to “any country
whose duly elected head of govern-
ment is deposed by military coup d’e-
tat or decree” or toppled in “a coup
d’etat or decree in which the military
plays a decisive role.” But an Obama
administration official said on condi-
tion of anonymity, “The law does not
require us to make a formal determi-
nation as to whether a coup took
place, and it is not in our national
interest to make such a determina-
tion.” One way the White House may
try to retain leverage is to negotiate
with Congress to attach strings to

COLUMBUS:  A small, home-built plane piloted by an 81-year-
old man crashed into a house Thursday in central Indiana,
injuring the pilot and his passenger while a woman inside the
home escaped unscathed before the aircraft’s wreckage burst
into flames, authorities said.

The plane, piloted by Gerald H. Clayton of Columbus,
crashed shortly after takeoff and plowed into the back of a
house in a subdivision just south of Columbus Municipal
Airport, said Columbus police Lt. Matt Myers.

Clayton and passenger Dennis King, 60, of Columbus, had
already exited the aircraft when he arrived and spoke to one
of the men, Myers said. They had burns, cuts and abrasions.
“He knew he was fortunate to be alive. He was concerned
about his buddy,” Myers said.

Neighbors said both men were able to walk to ambulances
unaided after the crash in Columbus, a city about 40 miles
south of Indianapolis. Wishard Memorial Hospital spokesman
Todd Harper said Clayton was listed in serious condition and
King was in fair condition Thursday afternoon in the hospital’s
burn unit. Hiroko Nakao, 51, said she was inside her home
doing laundry when the impact of the crash shook her house,
destroying a sun room and shattering windows. She fled to a
neighbor’s house uninjured and called her husband at work.
“She said, ‘House is burning! Fire!” said her husband, Tadashi
Nakao, 53. “I couldn’t believe it when I got the phone call from
her. I thought she was joking.” The crash occurred around 9:30
am in a well-manicured neighborhood about a mile from the
city’s airport, Indiana State Police Sgt. Noel Houze said.
Witnesses said they saw the plane flying extremely low and
that its engine didn’t sound normal just before the crash, which
was followed moments later by a fiery explosion. —AP

US sidesteps decision  
to cut off aid to Egypt

Lawmakers suggest to amend US laws on coup, aid

COLUMBUS: Firefighters pour water into a burned out
house, while the skeleton of the fuselage of a small plane,
near right, is the only visible remains of a small plane that
crashed into the home, Thursday in Columbus, Ind. — AP

Small plane crashes into 
house in central Indiana

WASHINGTON: National Security Adviser Susan Rice (R) speaks with Yousef Al
Otaiba (L), Ambassador of the United Arab Emirates to the US, during an Iftar
dinner celebrating Ramadan hosted by US President Barack Obama in the
State Dining Room of the White House in Washington, on Thursday. — AFP

future disbursement of military and
economic aid to try to keep pressure
on the Egyptian military.

The suspension earlier this week of
the delivery of four F-16 fighters to
Egypt is an example of how the United
States could show its displeasure over
the military’s handling of the political
transition or its treatment of street
protesters. A deeply polarized Egypt
braced for bloodshed yesterday in
rival mass rallies summoned by the
army that ousted Mursi, who emerged
from the Muslim Brotherhood to
become Egypt’s first freely elected
president, and by the Islamists who
back him. Both sides warned of a deci-
sive struggle for the future of the Arab
world’s most populous country, con-
vulsed by political and economic tur-
moil since the 2011 uprising that end-
ed 30 years of autocratic rule by Hosni
Mubarak. The US decision not to take
a position on whether Mursi was top-
pled in a military coup was laid out by
Deputy Secretary of State William
Burns in separate closed-door briefin-
gs for senior members of the Senate
and the House of Representatives.

Speaking after the session with
Burns, Senator Bob Corker, the top
Republican on the Senate Foreign
Relation Committee, said the Obama
administration might never make a
decision on the matter and suggested
that US law needed to be changed.

“No determination has been made.
It’s possible that no determination will
ever be made,” Corker told reporters.

The Egyptian armed forces
deposed Mursi on July 3 after huge
street protests against his rule, clear-
ing the way for last week’s installment
of an interim Cabinet charged with
restoring civilian government and
reviving the economy. —Reuters
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ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan’s main opposi-
tion party announced yesterday it
would boycott next week’s presiden-
tial election to protest against the
manner in which the vote was
brought forward. The Supreme Court
ruled Wednesday that the ballot
would be held on July 30 instead of
August 6 after the main ruling party
complained that the original date
clashed with the end of Ramadan.

The head of state in Pakistan is a
ceremonial position. Many lawmakers
tasked with electing a successor to
President Asif Ali Zardari will be on pil-
grimage or offering special prayers at
the tail end of the holy fasting month,
the court said.

Twenty-four candidates applied to
stand in the vote, although the elec-

tion of Mamnoon Hussain, the candi-
date for the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-N (PML-N) party is considered
a foregone conclusion.

“We have been left with no alterna-
tive, but to boycott the election,” said
Senator Raza Rabbani, the presidential
candidate for the opposition Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP).

“The Supreme Court did not issue
us any notices, nor did they hear us or
provide us an opportunity to present
our point of view... a unilateral deci-
sion was made,” Rabbani said.

“We see it is part of moves to
impose the centre’s rule again.”
Pakistan’s new president will be elect-
ed by members of the upper and low-
er houses of parliament and of four
regional assemblies.

Rabbani said that the Supreme
Court decision made it difficult for him
and other opposition candidates to
campaign in four provincial capitals
and the federal capital Islamabad in
just two days.

Rabbani is a highly respected sena-
tor and one of the few PPP politicians
who could have commanded cross-
party support in the vote, although
the PML-N is expected to vote as one
for Hussain. The last PPP government
had a turbulent relationship with
Pakistan’s top court, and Rabbani said
his party would struggle against the
“mindset” which interfered with the
election process. “The boycott is not
the end of the story. The story begins
here and we will continue our strug-
gle against the current system and the

mindset behind it,” Rabbani said.
Zardari was elected after the PPP won
elections in 2008 following the assas-
sination of his wife, former premier
Benazir Bhutto. The PPP served a full
five-year term in office, but lost heavi-
ly in May general elections won by a
PML-N landslide. Zardari is hugely
unpopular, reviled for alleged corrup-
tion and for presiding over a govern-
ment that oversaw deteriorating eco-
nomic growth and increasing attacks
from the Taliban. He did, however,
earn grudging admiration for manag-
ing to keep his coalition in power and
for returning to the prime minister
powers commandeered for the presi-
dency under military dictatorships.

Those constitutional amendments
mean that the presidency is now a

Opposition party boycotts Pakistan presidential vote

SINGAPORE: US Vice President Joe
Biden yesterday called on Asian
nations to reduce tensions in disputed
waters across the region as
Washington redoubles efforts to con-
front China’s growing maritime pres-
ence there.

In a flurry of diplomacy on the first
day of his two-day visit to Singapore,
President Barack Obama’s number two
urged parties to reject bellicose threats
in the South China Sea and East China
Sea and “quickly” agree on rules to pre-
vent conflict.

China claims nearly all of the strate-
gically vital South China Sea, even
waters close to the shores of its smaller
neighbours, a regular flashpoint with
smaller nations like Vietnam and the
Philippines. 

Beijing is also locked in an increas-
ingly fractious maritime row with
Japan in the East China Sea over a
series of disputed islands-a source of
growing concern for Washington
which has a defence alliance with
Tokyo. As well as meeting with
Singaporean leaders, Biden took the
opportunity to hold talks with
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe,
who was visiting Singapore on the
same day as part of tour of Southeast
Asia. “We each expressed our concern
about the rising tensions in the South
China Sea,” Biden told reporters after a
meeting with Singapore Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong.

“The United States urges all parties
to reject coercion, intimidation and
threats to the use of force,” said Biden,
who arrived late Thursday from an ear-
lier visit to India. “We encourage the
ASEAN and China to quickly reach
agreement on a code of conduct,” he
added. Four members of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations-Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Vietnam-are locked in
rival claims with China and Taiwan over

areas in the South China Sea. The 10-
nation grouping has been urging
China to negotiate a legally binding
code of conduct aimed at preventing
conflict in the sea, but Beijing has said
it prefers to deal with individual
claimants.

Washington says it has an interest in
the freedom of navigation in the sea,
which hosts vital shipping lanes.

China in recent years has increasing-
ly taken steps to enforce its claims,
sparking the strongest protests from
Philippines and Vietnam.

Biden in his remarks did not refer to
any particular threats to the use of
force or intimidation in the South
China Sea. But in June this year, a pow-
erful arm of China’s state-run media
accused the Philippines of trying to
provoke Beijing and warned it could
lead to aggressive Chinese action.

“If the Philippines continues to pro-

voke China... a counterstrike will be
hard to avoid,” said the commentary
run by the People’s Daily, the mouth-
piece of the ruling Communist Party.

On his meeting with Abe, Biden said
both leaders shared the view that the
US-Japan alliance plays a central role in
regional peace and stability. “The vice
president reaffirmed the US position
on the East China Sea, including our
alliance commitments,” a US statement
after the meeting said.

Biden also “highlighted the US view
that all sides should take steps to
reduce tensions”, the statement added.

Biden said he also discussed trade
ties, including a US-led initiative called
the Trans-Pacific Partnership which
aims to establish one of the world’s
biggest free trade zones.

“We’re working hard with Singapore
and others to get it done in 2013,”
Biden said. —AFP

BEIJING:  Eleven nursing home patients burned to death
early yesterday in China after one of them set the facility
on fire in a row over money, state media reported. Wang
Gui, who was 45 and had had a stroke, set the inpatient
section of the home in Hailun, Heilongjiang province, on
fire after another resident allegedly stole 200 yuan ($33)
from him, the Xinhua news agency said, quoting the local
police. Wang and 10 other people, the oldest aged 87, died
and two others were injured, the report said. The nursing
home housed 283 mostly senior citizens, Xinhua said. It
was built in 2005 and has 450 beds for people in the north-
eastern area who have no source of income.

Wang was sent there as he had nobody to take care of
him after his stroke, it added. Social tensions have been
mounting in China in recent years against a backdrop of a
widening income gap and abuses of public power, with
disputes even over trifling issues sometimes triggering
serious incidents. — AFP

Biden calls for easing of 
tensions in Asian waters

Hold talks with Japanese PM Abe

SINGAPORE: US Vice President Joe Biden shares a laugh with Singapore
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong as they sit down for a meeting at the
Istana in Singapore yesterday. Biden is in Singapore until Saturday. — AP

JAKARTA:  The death toll from an overcrowded asylum
seeker boat carrying more than 200 people that sank off
Indonesia’s coast has climbed to 15 after four more bodies
were recovered, a rescuer said yesterday.

The women’s bodies were located late Thursday and
early yesterday near Ujung Genteng beach, about 50 kilo-
meters (31 miles) west of where the overcrowded tugboat
sank Tuesday off the coast of West Java, said Rochmali, a
rescue official from the local search and rescue agency.

The exact number of people missing remains unclear
because there was no manifest, but the boat was believed
to be carrying about 204 people, of which 189 survived.
Most were from Iran, Iraq and Sri Lanka, and bound for
Australia. Search operations were set to stretch into
Saturday. Rochmali, who was searching for survivors by hel-
icopter, said they have widened the search area following
the current to the west up to 60 kilometers (37 miles), but
there was no sign of any survivors yesterday morning. —AP

HAILUN: An elderly Chinese man rests in another sec-
tion of a nursing home where an angry resident Wang
Gui set fire to its hospice wing in Hailun. — AP

11 killed in China
nursing home attack

Death toll climbs to 15 
in Indonesia boat sinking
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Voting age in Kuwait is 21 and women, who
were granted political rights in 2005, are
allowed to vote and contest as candidates.
Voting begins at 8.00 am and closes at 8.00 pm
and the judicial authorities said the process will
not be suspended during Iftar (breaking the
fast) at around 6.45 pm. It is the first time that
parliamentary elections are held during the
holy fasting month of Ramadan during which
Muslims abstain from eating or drinking from
dawn until sunset.

Although ballots close at 8.00 pm, all voters
inside the polling centers and who did not vote
will be allowed to cast their ballots even after
closing the main gates. Voting will take place at
around 105 centers which include around 450
polling stations with separate centers for male
and female voters in line with the election law.

This will be the 16th parliamentary election
to be held in Kuwait since the introduction of
parliamentary democracy in the country in
1962 when the election for the constituent
Assembly was held. The first parliamentary polls
were held in 1963. Two of the elections have
been nullified by the Constitutional Court, both
held in 2012.

Elections in Kuwait are contested on individ-

ual basis as political parties are barred. Tribal,
sectarian and family relations play a major part
in deciding the 50 winners and politics also play
a role. The election campaign was dull and the
most lifeless so far in the country. It was marred
by allegations of rife, corruption, vote-buying
practices and tribal and sectarian primaries.
Authorities arrested at least four candidates
and released three of them on heavy bail.
Dozens of citizens were also questioned and
later released on bail in connection with the
vote-buying practices. Police also seized large
amounts of cash.

Authorities said that a number of people
have been referred to the Public Prosecution
on allegations of organizing outlawed tribal
primaries. Around 300 candidates, just slightly
higher than the December election’s 287, are
running for the 50 seats. Unofficial polls show
that around 25 members of the scrapped
Assembly are expected to retain their seats. 

According to the poll, Shiites, who emerged
the largest bloc of 17 in the scrapped
Assembly, will be the main losers and are
expected to be reduced to around eight seats.
Sunni Islamist, most of whom are boycotting,
are expected to remain a minority with around
3-5 seats, most of whom independent tribals or
Salafists. It predicts that two women will be

elected, Maasouma Al-Mubarak and Safa Al-
Hashem. There were three female MPs in the
scrapped Assembly.

In the First Constituency, the poll predicts
that former MPs Adnan Abdulsamad,
Maasouma and Faisal Al-Duwaisan in addition
to member of the scrapped Assembly Kamel
Al-Awadhi are likely to be re-elected. Other
main contenders with the best chance include
former MPs Saleh Ashour, Youssef Al-Zalzalah
and Abdullah Al-Roumi in addition to member
of the scrapped Assembly Nawaf Al-Fuzai and
member of the first scrapped Assembly
Abdullah Al-Turaiji.

Among newcomers with a very good
chance are the Awazem candidates -
Mohamamd Al-Hadiya, Mubarak Al-Harees and
Issa Al-Kundari. In the Second Constituency,
the poll says former MPs Ali Al-Rashed,
Marzouk Al-Ghanem and Khalaf Dumaitheer
will most likely be reelected, besides members
of the scrapped assemblies Riyadh Al-Adasani
and Adel Al-Khorafi and newcomer liberal
Rakan Al-Nasef. Others with a good chance
include former MPs Adnan Al-Mutawa and
Mohammad Al-Abduljader, in addition to
members of scrapped Assembly Hamad Al-
Harashani, Khalil Al-Saleh and Abdulrahman Al-
Jeeran. 

In the Third Constituency, former Salafi MP
Ali Al-Omair and member of the scrapped
Assembly Safa Al-Hashem are likely to be re-
elected, according to the poll. Others with a
good chance include former MPs Jamal Al-
Omar, Roudhan Al-Roudhan, Ahmad Al-Mulaifi
and Faisal Al-Shaye, in addition to members of
the scrapped Assembly Nabil Al-Fadhl and
Hisham Al-Baghli.

In the Fourth District, former MP Askar Al-
Enezi is the only candidate with a clear chance
of re-election. Others with a good chance
include former MPs Mubarak Al-Khrainej, Saad
Al-Khanfour Hussein Al-Mutairi and Nasser Al-
Duwailah. Member of the scrapped Assembly
Mubarak Al-Najada and newcomers
Mohammad Al-Enezi and Sultan Al-Shimmari
also have a good chance.

In the Fifth Constituency, members of the
scrapped Assembly Nasser Al-Marri, Abdullah
Al-Tameemi and Faisal Al-Kundari are likely
winners while former MP Saadoun Hammad
and newcomers Anwar Al-Shuraian and
Hamdan Al-Azemi have a very good chance.
Other with a good chance include former MPs
Mohammad Al-Huwailah and Jaber Al-Azemi.
Counting of votes will start immediately after
voting ends and results are not expected
before midnight. 

Kuwaitis vote for 2nd time in eight months

Continued from Page 1

Twenty-eight out of the 47 patients died, a
case-fatality rate of 60 percent, compared
with only 1-2 percent for SARS.

“This high mortality rate with MERS is
probably spurious due to the fact that we are
only picking up severe cases and missing a
significant number of milder or asympto-
matic cases,” cautioned Professor Ziad
Memish, Saudi Arabia’s deputy health minis-
ter, who led the research. The kingdom
accounts for 38 of the 45 fatalities recorded
in nine countries, and 67 of the total 90 cas-
es. Other cases have been recorded in
Jordan, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates,
Tunisia, Britain, France and Italy. Key aspects
of the virus, notably how it spreads and
whether it has a “reservoir” among wild ani-
mals, remain unclear. — AFP 

Study highlights...
Continued from Page 1

He is also accused of “premeditated mur-
der of some prisoners, officers and soldiers,
and kidnapping officers and soldiers,” state
news agency MENA said.

Morsi is suspected of conspiring to “storm
prisons and destroy them..allowing prisoners
to escape, including himself.” Detention
orders of the type ordered by the court are
usually followed by moving the suspect to a
prison. The military has so far kept his where-
abouts secret to avoid attracting protests by
his supporters.  Gehad El-Haddad, a
Brotherhood spokesman, denounced the
detention order, saying Mubarak’s regime
was “signaling ‘we’re back in full force’.”

A court had on June 23 said Hamas mili-
tants facilitated the escape of prisoners dur-
ing the tumultuous 18-day uprising that
forced out Mubarak. Hamas, an offshoot of

the Muslim Brotherhood which supports the
Gaza militant group’s fight against Israel, also
denounced Morsi’s detention. “Hamas con-
demns this move since it is based on the
premise that the Hamas movement is hos-
tile,” spokesman Sami Abu Zuhri said.

Morsi’s election victory in June 2012 had
been hailed by Hamas as a triumph for
Islamists. He helped negotiate a truce to
fighting between Israel and Hamas in
November on favorable terms for the
Islamists, but also oversaw the closing of
smuggling tunnels to Gaza. The military has
reportedly given Morsi’s backers until the
end of yesterday to end sit-in protests they
began after the army deposed him. The
Brotherhood and allied Islamist groups for
their part have vowed to press their protests
until he is reinstated.

Western nations are watching the crisis in
Egypt with growing unease, fearing the mili-

tary’s vow to return the nation to democracy
may be little more than a fig leaf to mask a
prolonged power grab. The United States has
refused to term the army’s overthrow of
Morsi a “coup,” which would trigger an auto-
matic freeze of some $1.5 billion in aid. But it
did finally send the interim leaders a veiled
warning on Wednesday by suspending the
delivery of four promised F-16 fighter jets.

“The interim government’s strategy clear-
ly consists of politically sidelining the Muslim
Brotherhood until  the elections,” said
German Middle East expert Michael Lueders.
London-based rights group Amnesty interna-
tional criticized Sisi’s call for rallies, in a state-
ment Thursday. “Given the security forces’
routine use of excessive force, such a move is
likely to lead to yet more unlawful killings,”
said Hassiba Hadj Sahraoui,  Amnesty’s
deputy director of its Middle East and North
Africa program. — AFP 

Morsi faces murder, kidnapping charges 

CAIRO: A man flashes victory signs at an Egyptian military helicopter as it flies over the presidential palace in Cairo, Egypt, yesterday. — AP 
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President Kim Li Sung (1912-1994) of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
led the Korean revolution vigorously for

nearly seven decades in the last century. His
career was run through with the idea of inde-
pendence.

Holding high banner of independence
Embarking on the road of the struggle to

liberate Korea from the military occupation of
the Japanese imperialists (1905-1945), Kim II
Sung groped for a path to be followed by the
Korean revolution, are found out two truths:
The first one is that the masters of the revolu-
tion are the masses of the people and that
one can emerge victorious in the revolution
when believing in their strength and organiz-
ing and mobilizing them. Another one is that
one should make a revolution on his own
responsibility in accordance with his own
faith and solve for himself all problems arising
in the revolution in conformity with specific
conditions and interests of his country. He
held a historic meeting of Korean revolution-
aries of a new generation in Kalun in June
1930 and delivered a speech The Path of the
Korean Revolution. Based himself on the said
truths he created the Juche idea, the principle
of which is that one is the master of his own
destiny and has the ability to carve it out, the
Songun idea that a revolution is pioneered,
advanced and accomplished on the strength
of the aims, which is based on the Juche idea.
Since then the Korean revolution could
advance along the road of independence clar-
ified the Juche idea, the Songun idea. The
Korean revolutionaries, under the command

of Kim II Sung, waged the 15-year-long armed
struggle, holding high the banner of inde-
pendence, defeated the Japanese imperialists
and liberated Korea on August 15, 1945.

Road of Korean-style democracy
What road will the liberated Korea take?
There appeared different isms and doc-

trines after Korea’s liberation, driving people
into confusion. At that time Kim II Sung set
the road of progressive democracy suited to
the actual situation of Korea. The most impor-
tant feature of the progressive democracy
was independence, which called for building
a new Korea in every way with an independ-
ent stand and creative attitude, rejecting any
dependence on foreign countries or subordi-
nation to them. The building of a new society
in the liberated Korea followed the road of
progressive democracy advanced by the
President. The democratic reforms as the
tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal demo-
cratic  revolution were carried into effect. The
land reform was carried out to abolish feudal
landownership and made peasants the own-
ers of land. With the law on nationalizing
major industries promulgated, blue and
white-collar workers became masters of
industrial establishments. Women were legal-
ly provided with the same right with men
thanks to the law on sex equality. The labour
law was proclaimed to introduce an eight-
hour working system and a paid leave system
for the blue- and white-collar workers. On the
basis of these democratic reforms, the DPRK,
the first democratic state for the people in the
East, was founded in September 1948.

Heroic epic in defence of sovereignty
In June 1950 the US imperialists provoked

a war of aggression against the DPRK in a bid
to realize their wild ambition for world
supremacy. They hurled into the small war
area of the Korean peninsula huge forces over
two million strong, including their three fight-
ing forces, troops of their 15 vassal states,
south Korean  troops  and even the remnants
of the former Japanese army, and colossal
amounts of munitions of more than 73 million
tons. The Korean people stood at the cross-
roads of whether they becoming slaves of
imperialism once again or defending their
dignity as the independent people.

President Kim II Sung amused the Korean
army and people to the heroic struggle for the
defence  of sovereignty. During the war he
toured over 20,480 km. braving the raining
bombs and shells, in order to give field guidance
to 1,056 units at the front and in the rear, and
advanced unique strategies and tactics, thus
leading the service persons and people to the
victory in the war. During the three-year-long
Korean War the United States lost 1, 560000-
strong troops, over 12,200 fighting planes and
other combat equipment, and had to sign an
armistice agreement, admitting its defeat in the
war. The young DPRK defeated the US which
boasted of being “the strongest” in the world.

Foundations of independent 
economy built up

The DPRK has consistently adhered to the
lime of building an independent national
economy from the first day of its founding.
The independent national economy but the

DPRK is now in a position to manufacture arti-
ficial earth satellites completely by its own
efforts and technology and successfully
launch them at one go.

Credit for this has not come of its own
accord. After the Korean war the advocates of
an integrated economy in socialist countries
forced the DPRK to join the COMECON, laying
obstacles to its economic development. They
did not give it even the already contracted
steel and machinery, putting pressure upon it
in all directions. President Kim II Sung res-
olutely rejected the demand of great-power
chauvinists and called on the Korean working
class and other people to overcome the pre-
vailing difficulties in the spirit of self-reliance.
In hearty response to his call the Korean peo-
ple developed their economy at the leaping
speed of 19.1% growth on an annual average
and thus carried out the historic task of indus-
trialization in 14 years.

Thanks to the rock-solid independent
national economy the DPRK could provide
itself with material foundations for the inde-
pendence in politics and self-defence in
national defence. 

As a result,  socialist Korea has never
flinched even in the turmoil of successive col-
lapse of socialism in former Soviet Union and
other East European countries in the late
1980s and early 1990s, as it has steadfastly
adhered to the banner of independence.
Today, the banner of independence President
Kim II Sung maintained throughout his life is
shedding its light together with the DPRK pre-
senting its magnificent appearance as an
invincible power of independence.

President Kim Il Sung responding to cheers of soldiers and people in the gathering celebrating the victory in the liberation war.

Independence and President Kim II Sung
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SEOUL: A woman walks past an advertisement of Samsung Electronics smart phone Galaxy S4 at its main building yesterday. (See Page 16) — AFP 
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SEOUL: Samsung Electronics, the world’s
largest technology firm by revenue, yesterday
posted another record quarterly net profit,
but weakening earnings momentum has
fuelled fears over flagging demand for high-
end smartphones. The South Korean giant
said its April-June net profit surged 49.7 per-
cent year-on-year to 7.77 trillion won ($6.96
billion) thanks to robust shipments of its flag-
ship Galaxy S smartphones and higher chip
prices.

Second-quarter operating profit surged
47.5 percent on-year to 9.53 trillion won in
the same period as sales grew 20.7 percent
on-year to 57.46 trillion won. The figures were
in line with the firm’s forecast at the start of
the month, although they were well short of
expectations, which had been for an operat-
ing profit of 10 trillion won. 

“Entering into a typically strong season for
the IT industry, we expect earnings to contin-
ue to increase,” said Robert Yi, Senior Vice

President and Head of Investor Relations. But
he warned: “We cannot overlook delayed eco-
nomic recovery in Europe and risks from
increased competition for smartphone and
other set products.”

However, Samsung’s share price has been
falling-wiping about $30 billion off the firm’s
value-since late April when the flagship
Galaxy S4 hit stores, as sales have not been as
high as hoped. That is despite the company
spending billions of dollars on a global mar-
keting campaign, squeezing margins, after
launching the latest gadget at a lavish New
York event in late March.

Samsung fell 0.91 percent to close yester-
day at 1,303,000 won. “Expectations had been
too high for high-end smartphone sales.
Many investors now think the Galaxy S4 has
not been selling so well,” Oh Young-Bo, of
Hanmag Securities, told AFP. He added that
investors are growing concerned as Samsung
relies heavily on sales of smartphones to drive

growth.
With an expected drop-off in demand for

high-end phones, brokerages began cutting
their forecasts for earnings and sales in June.
Samsung did not reveal smartphone ship-
ments but it is thought to have sold about 75
million in the past quarter, including around
20 million Galaxy S4s. But while that helped
Samsung maintain its status as the world’s
largest handset maker, the figure is only
slightly up from the estimated 70 million shift-
ed in the previous three months, suggesting a
slowdown in growth momentum.

That compares with Apple, which sold 31.2
million iPhones in April-June  — a record for
the quarter-compared with 37.4 million in the
previous three months, according to research
firm Strategy Analytics. However, Apple’s fis-
cal third-quarter results on Tuesday showed
net profit plunged 22 percent year-on-year.

And while iPhone sales beat expectations,
there are still fears for the high-end smart-

phone market as cheaper Android devices
from China and emerging markets become
more attractive options. Samsung, Nokia Corp
and HTC Corp are launching more affordable
devices to diversify their product lineups,
although analysts have warned that such a
move could hit their profit margins in the
longer term, analysts say.

Hanmag Securities’ Oh Young-Bo forecast
Samsung’s operating profit would rise to 10.5
trillion won in the third quarter to the end of
September, although he said this would
mainly be thanks to sales of displays, semi-
conductors, and tablet computers.

For Samsung the IT and mobile sector con-
tributed most of the second-quarter operat-
ing profit, producing 6.28 trillion won, up 52
percent from a year earlier. Semiconductors
saw a 1.76 trillion won operating profit, up 71
percent from a year earlier, while operating
profit from displays surged 58 percent year-
on-year to 1.12 trillion won. — AFP 

Samsung sees record Q2 profit
Smartphone fears linger
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LONDON: European stock markets mostly
fell yesterday, as investors digested mixed
company results, but Paris advanced amid a
rosier outlook, analysts said. Many investors
took their cue from Wall Street, which was
muted overnight in the face of disappoint-
ing jobs and consumer data, dealers said. In
late morning deals, London’s FTSE 100
index of leading shares dropped 0.17 per-
cent to 6,576.83 points and Frankfurt’s DAX
30 fell 0.56 percent to 8,252.26 points.

In Paris, the CAC 40 added 0.54 percent
to 3,977.58 points compared with
Thursday’s close. “The plethora of mixed
corporate earnings this morning has result-
ed in a fairly choppy early session,” said IG
analyst Brenda Kelly. In London, British air-
craft engine maker Rolls-Royce saw its
shares top the fallers board as investors
banked recent profits.

Roll-Royce shares slid 4.08 percent to
1189.36 pence, having surged the previous
day on the back of surging first-half under-
lying profits. British pay-TV firm BSkyB was
the second biggest faller, dropping 3.55
percent to 819.8 pence despite an 8.0-per-
cent gain in annual net profits, and amid
investor unease over competition in the
sector. 

London’s biggest gainer was British pub-
lisher Pearson, whose share price soared by
7.19 percent to 1,342 pence on news of bet-

ter-than-expected first half revenues.
However, the owner of the Financial Times
newspaper also revealed that it had swung
into a net loss of £8.0 million ($12 million, 9
million euros) in the six months to the end
of June.

In Frankfurt, shares in German heavy

industry giant Thyssenkrupp sank 3.49 per-
cent to 16.75 euros on reports of the
planned sale of steel plants in the Americas,
dealers said. Deutsche Boerse saw its shares
slide 3.43 percent to 52.61 euros after it
issued mixed second-quarter results.
However in Paris, sentiment was boosted

by positive earnings news.
Shares in French luxury conglomerate

LVMH surged on strong profits, even
though the group warned that the eco-
nomic climate was more difficult. Shares in
the LVMH, which owns Louis Vuitton,
Givenchy, Guerlain and many other luxury
brands, climbed 4.18 percent to 135.85
euros. French luxury and fashion group
Kering saw its stock jump 4.30 percent to
178.25 euros. Shares in Safran, which com-
petes with Rolls Royce in making aero
engines, rose by 2.74 percent to 44.18
euros.

And carmaker Renault added 0.40 per-
cent to 59.92 euros, despite news of plung-
ing first-half net profits, as the board stood
by its outlook for the year. However, net
profit for the first six months of the year
nosedived to 39 million euros, from 746 mil-
lion euros a year earlier. The Paris stock mar-
ket was also lifted yesterday by news of
upbeat French consumer confidence data.
In foreign exchange activity, the euro
edged higher to $1.3280 from $1.3275 in
New York late on Thursday and the dollar
fell to 98.65 yen from 99.20 yen. Sterling
was stable against the greenback and
European single currency. On the London
Bullion Market, the price of gold rose to
$1,329.77 an ounce from $1,326 on
Thursday. — AFP   

European equities mainly drop amid results flow

NEWARK: Federal prosecutors said on Thursday they have charged five
men responsible for a hacking and credit card fraud spree that cost compa-
nies more $300 million and two of the suspects are in custody, in the
biggest cyber crime case filed in US history. They also disclosed a new secu-
rity breach against Nasdaq, though they provided few details about the
attack. 

Other companies targeted by the hackers include a Visa Inc licensee, JC
Penney Co, JetBlue Airways Corp and French retailer Carrefour SA, accord-
ing to an indictment unveiled in New Jersey. Authorities have been pursing
the hackers for years. Many of the breaches were previously reported,
though it appeared the one involving Nasdaq OMX Group Inc was being
disclosed for the first time.

Prosecutors said they conservatively estimate that the group of five men
from Russia and Ukraine helped steal at least 160 million payment card
numbers, resulting in losses in excess of $300 million.  Authorities in New
Jersey charged that each of the defendants had specialized tasks: Russians
Vladimir Drinkman, 32, and Alexandr Kalinin, 26, hacked into networks,
while Roman Kotov, 32, mined them for data. They allegedly hid their activi-
ties using anonymous web-hosting services provided by Mikhail Rytikov,
26, of Ukraine.

Russian Dmitriy Smilianets, 29, is accused of selling the stolen data and
distributing the profits. Prosecutors said he charged $10 for US cards, $15
for ones from Canada and $50 for European cards, which are more expen-
sive because they have computer chips that make them more secure. The
five hid their efforts by disabling anti-virus software of their victims and
storing data on multiple hacking platforms, prosecutors said. They sold pay-
ment card numbers to resellers, who then sold them on online forums or to
“cashers” who encode the numbers onto blank plastic cards.

“This type of crime is the cutting edge,” said New Jersey US Attorney
Paul J Fishman. “Those who have the expertise and the inclination to break
into our computer networks threaten our economic wellbeing, our privacy
and our national security.” The indictment cited Albert Gonzalez as a co-
conspirator. He is already serving 20 years in prison after pleading guilty to
helping mastermind one of the biggest hacking fraud schemes in US histo-
ry, helping steal millions of credit and debit cards. 

Prosecutors say the defendants worked with Gonzalez before his arrest
in Miami, then continued on a crime spree after his capture. Drinkman and
Smilianets were arrested in June 2012, while traveling in the Netherlands, at
the request of US authorities. Smilianets was extradited last September and
is expected to appear in New Jersey Federal court next week.  Drinkman is
awaiting an extradition hearing in the Netherlands. Prosecutors declined
comment on the whereabouts of the other three defendants. Tom
Kellermann, a vice president with security software maker Trend Micro, said

he thinks the prospects are dim that they will be caught because authorities
in some countries turn a blind eye to cyber criminals.

“There is an enormous shadow economy that exists in Eastern Europe.
In some countries, sophisticated hackers are seen as national assets,” he
said. Kalinin and Drinkman were previously charged in New Jersey as
“Hacker 1” and “Hacker 2” in a 2009 indictment charging Gonzalez in con-
nection with five breaches.

Nasdaq breach
The US Attorney’s Office in Manhattan announced two other indict-

ments against Kalinin, one charging he hacked servers used by Nasdaq
from November 2008 through October 2010. It said he installed malicious
software that enabled him and others to execute commands to delete,
change or steal data. The infected servers did not include the trading plat-
form that allows Nasdaq customers to buy and sell securities, prosecutors
said. Officials with Nasdaq said they could not immediately comment.

A source with knowledge of the breach said on Thursday the indictment
was not related to a 2010 attack that Nasdaq had previously disclosed,
which was targeted against Directors Desk, a service used by corporate
boards to share documents and communicate with executives, among oth-
er things.The source, who asked to remain anonymous due to the sensitivi-
ty of the matter, said that hackers appear to have used their access to the
firm’s network to create their own landing page on a Nasdaq website,
where users were directed when they wanted to change their passwords.

The second indictment filed against Kalinin in Manhattan, which was
unsealed on Thursday, charged that he worked with a sixth hacker, Russian
Nikolay Nasenkov, 31, to steal bank account information from thousands of
customers at Citibank and PNC Bank from 2005 to 2008, resulting in the
theft of millions of dollars.

Making progress
Mark Rasch, a former federal cyber crimes prosecutor, told Reuters that

the arrests show that law enforcement is making progress in identifying
those responsible for major cyber crimes. “They involve dozens or even
hundreds of people huddled over computer terminals all over the world in
a common purpose of stealing of disseminating credit card numbers,” said
Rasch, who was not involved in bringing the case. Among the breaches cit-
ed in the New Jersey indictment, prosecutors charged that the group was
responsible for the theft of more than 130 million credit card numbers from
U.S. payment processor Heartland Payment Systems Inc beginning in
December 2007, resulting in approximately $200 million of losses. That was
the same case for which Gonzalez was convicted and which was the largest
case of its kind before the latest indictments. —AP

US indicts hackers in biggest 
cyber fraud case in history

Nasdaq said to be victim of breach

How Samsung
is beating 

Apple in China
GUANGZHOU: Apple Chief Executive Tim Cook
believes that “over the arc of time” China is a huge
opportunity for his path-breaking company. But time
looks to be on the side of rival Samsung Electronics
Co Ltd , which has been around far longer and pene-
trated much deeper into the world’s most populous
country. Apple Inc this week said its revenue in
Greater China, which also includes Hong Kong and
Taiwan, slumped 43 percent to $4.65 billion from the
previous quarter. That was also 14 percent lower from
the year-ago quarter. Sales were weighed down by a
sharp drop in revenues from Hong Kong. “It’s not
totally clear why that occurred,” Cook said on a con-
ference call with analysts. 

Neither is it totally clear what Apple’s strategy is to
deal with Samsung - not to mention a host of smaller,
nimbler Chinese challengers. 

Today, in the war for what both sides acknowl-
edge is the 21st century’s most important market,
Samsung is whipping its American rival. The South
Korean giant now has a 19 percent share of the $80
billion smartphone market in China, a market expect-
ed to surge to $117 billion by 2017, according to
International Data Corp (IDC). That’s 10 percentage
points ahead of Apple, which has fallen to 5th in
terms of China market share.

Cook said Apple planned to double the number of
its retail stores over the next two years - it currently
has 8 flagship stores in China and 3 in Hong Kong. But,
he added, Apple will invest in distribution “very cau-
tiously because we want to do it with great quality.”
Samsung, with a longer history in China, now has
three times the number of retail stores as Apple, and
has been more aggressive in courting consumers and
creating partnerships with phone operators. It also
appears to be in better position, over an arc of time, to
fend off the growing assault of homegrown competi-
tors such as Lenovo Group Ltd, Huawei Technologies
Co Ltd and ZTE Corp, former company executives,
analysts and industry sources say. Apple declined
requests for comment for this article. —Reuters

LOS ANGELES: Job seekers Antoinette Zinnerman, 39 (left) with her daughter,
Kennesha, 19 (middle) inquire for positions at the 12th annual Mission career
fair. — AP 
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MUMBAI: Shares in Indian carrier Jet rose as much as 19
percent yesterday on hopes a government panel may
approve a deal allowing Abu Dhabi-based Etihad to
acquire a stake in the airline. The deal, through which
Etihad Airlines would hold a 24 percent Jet stake, was
announced in April but is yet to be cleared by India amid
concerns about ownership control.

India’s Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB), a
government body, had said it would meet next Monday,
when the Jet-Etihad agreement was expected to be dis-
cussed. “Jet shares have risen on the hope the deal could
be cleared,” said an aviation analyst at a Mumbai-based

brokerage, asking not to be named. The agreement,
however, would still need the approval of India’s stock
market regulator and the national home ministry to take
effect. Jet shares jumped as much as 19.35 percent to a
day’s high of 402 rupees, but then retraced some of their
gains to trade up 13 percent at 380.9 rupees. 

Several ministries have objected to the 20.6-billion
rupee ($349 million) deal-the largest foreign investment
proposal in India’s aviation sector-over what the agree-
ment would mean for control of Jet as well as over bilat-
eral plans to hike flights between India and Abu Dhabi.
The Indian concerns stem from the Jet-Etihad investment

proposal which says Jet’s operations headquarters would
be shifted to Abu Dhabi and be subject to UAE laws,
according to media reports.

Jet is currently headquartered in India’s financial city,
Mumbai. There is speculation another strategic investor
may be brought into the deal, the analyst told AFP,
which could ease Indian fears that the agreement was
being structured to Etihad’s advantage. The deal would
be the first overseas investment in an existing Indian
carrier since New Delhi eased curbs to allow foreign
firms to take up to a 49 percent stake in the country’s
airlines.—AFP

India’s Jet leaps 19% on Etihad deal talk

TOKYO: In this file photo, school boys look at Toyota Lexus LS600hL dis-
played at Toyota Motor Corp’s showroom Toyota Mega. — AP 

BEIJING: Decades of breakneck expan-
sion have given China gleaming sky-
scrapers and sleek railways, but
brought piles of debt and dubious
financial instruments analysts say are a
potential time bomb that could strike a
blow against global growth. Worries
centre on trillions of dollars of unsus-
tainable government borrowing, espe-
cially by local authorities, that has
underpinned the country’s invest-
ment-based economy.

At the same time non-traditional
forms of lending labelled “shadow
finance” have emerged as a counter to
China’s tightly regulated banking sys-
tem, and are also in the trillions, and
growing fast. “They are very serious
issues right now,” said Oliver Rui, pro-
fessor of finance and accounting at the
China Europe International Business
School in Shanghai. China’s new lead-
ers, keen to bring the threat under con-
trol, are “concerned that if they delay
reform then sooner or later the issue
will get out of hand”, Rui added.

For decades, China’s growth model
has been based on leveraging its
cheap and abundant labour force to
manufacture products for export,
alongside credit-fuelled domestic
investment to develop infrastructure.
But stresses are starting to show and
the government as well as internation-
al observers say the system needs to
change so China can engineer a so-
called soft landing and ensure stable
and sustainable economic growth.

President Xi Jinping and Premier Li
Keqiang, China’s top leaders since
March, say the old pattern is no longer
viable and what China needs is to build
up consumer demand as the econo-
my’s key engine. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) last week esti-
mated for the first time what it called
“augmented debt”, or the combined
obligations of both central and local
governments, at 45 percent of gross
domestic product (GDP).

“Further rapid growth of debts
would raise the risk of a disorderly
adjustment in local government
spending. This would drag down
growth, with adverse global spillovers,”
it said in a report. Chinese provincial
and municipal governments have bor-
rowed vast sums, often with little
thought as to how they will be repaid,
to spend on infrastructure projects that

give local economies a short-term
boost. However, many of them fail to
generate adequate long-term returns,
such as the country’s notorious “ghost
cities”.

Moody’s Investors Service calculat-
ed this year that China’s shadow bank-
ing sector could be as large as 29 tril-
lion yuan ($4.7 trillion), or 55 percent of
GDP at the end of last year.

The term refers to loans and invest-
ment products sometimes issued by
legitimate banks and financial institu-
tions, as well as private deals between
individuals or companies, that have
arisen as a way of getting around strict
banking rules. “Such a non-transpar-
ent, less regulated form of credit exten-
sion can stoke asset bubbles and may
pose risks to financial stability, as high-
lighted in recent years,” Moody’s said,
referring to US and European banks’
sub-prime lending woes that triggered
the 2007-2009 global financial crisis.
China began taking steps to free up its
lumbering, Soviet-style command
economy in the late 1970s. Decades of
stunning growth, rising trade and for-
eign investment resulted, pulling some
half a billion people out of poverty.

But the economic and financial sys-
tem is still run by the same secretive
and elite Communist Party, and in
many ways remains remarkably closed
to the outside world given China’s size
and influence as the globe’s second-
largest economy. The yuan currency is
a long way off from full convertibility,

while the government maintains a
tight grip on the traditional banking
system, with key institutions state-
owned and tightly controlled.

Andy Xie, a Shanghai-based inde-
pendent economist formerly with
Morgan Stanley, says that while China’s
banking system may look superficially
similar to those of other countries, it is
fundamentally different. “The financial
system doesn’t have a say about whom
to give money to,” he said.  While the
term shadow finance may evoke nefar-
ious dealings done in back rooms, it is
actually anything but, say experts. 

Markus Rodlauer, the IMF’s mission
chief for China, told reporters that
much non-traditional finance was “real-
ly innovative new forms of financial
intermediation”. But while they have
their “good sides”, he said, they “also
have their risks”. “Bank supervisors can’t
really keep up with the new instru-
ments and the fast growth,” he said. “It
creates questions for credit quality, liq-
uidity management”. Though econo-
mists see the problem as serious, they
also say that if defaults on local govern-
ment debt-which have so far not hap-
pened-begin to ripple through the sys-
tem, the government has plenty of
ammunition to contain them. Rodlauer
said the IMF’s augmented debt calcula-
tion did not take into account factors
such as state-owned assets and finan-
cial holdings, such as China’s $3.5 tril-
lion in foreign currency reserves, the
world’s largest. —AFP

Debt and shadow finance 
bedevil China’s economy

Stocks suffer as China seeks to reform industry

TOKYO: Toyota shrugged off China sales
woes to stay the world’s top selling
automaker for the first half of this year,
outpacing US rival General Motors Co,
which boasted such bragging rights for
seven decades until 2008. Toyota Motor
Corp. sold 4.91 million cars and trucks
around the world for the January-June
period, down 1.2 percent from the previ-
ous year, according to numbers it
released yesterday.

GM said earlier this month it sold 4.85
million vehicles worldwide in the six
months, growing almost 4 percent as it
gained US sales faster than Toyota. For
the second quarter alone, GM had a slight
edge, outselling Toyota by about 10,000
vehicles. GM was the top-selling automak-
er for seven decades before losing that
title to the Japanese automaker in 2008.
GM retook the spot in 2011, when
Toyota’s plants were slowed by an earth-
quake and tsunami in northeastern Japan
that wiped out parts suppliers.

Toyota has since recovered and was
at the top again last year even as sales in
China were hurt by anti-Japanese senti-
ment that flared over a territorial dispute,
setting off boycotts and riots. The deep
sales slump that started in the second
half of last year has waned in the past
few months and Japanese automakers
might be poised to start growing again
in China.

Toyota stayed ahead of GM in the first
half of 2013 because of solid sales in other
regions.  The maker of the Prius hybrid
and Camry sedan also did better than
expected in Japan, where the auto market
has been stagnant for years. Volkswagen
AG of Germany, which includes in its
group Audi, Porsche and other brands,
trailed Toyota and GM in the global race,

selling 4.7 million vehicles during the first
half of this year.

Yet it is posting strong growth in
countries such as China, offsetting a bleak
European market, and it is also deter-
mined to become No. 1. One key differ-
ence between Toyota and the two other
automakers is that it manufactures heavy
trucks. GM and Volkswagen have light
trucks but no heavy trucks in their lineup.

Excluding sales of 78,000 trucks for
Toyota’s Hino Motors, Toyota’s global
vehicle sales totaled about 4.83 million for
the first half, according to Toyota. Toyota
President Akio Toyoda said sales were not
the only measure of excellence, and prof-
itability, quality of workers and productivi-
ty were also significant.

“What truly defines being No. 1 is an
eternal pursuit for which there is never an
answer,” he told reporters this week. GM
officials also say they don’t care who wins
the global sales race. But the numbers
tend to reflect company momentum, and
the outcome is good for morale not only
for employees but the wide range of
industries that auto manufacturing sup-
ports in each nation.

Yasuaki Iwamoto, auto analyst at
Okasan Securities Co. in Tokyo, believes
Toyota’s popularity in Southeast Asia will
continue to boost vehicle sales numbers
in coming months. And that is a key plus
for a manufacturer. “The merit of scale is
not just about numbers and is likely to
lead to cost cuts,” he said in a report.

At a recent opening of a Toyota train-
ing facility, Keiji Furuya, a lawmaker and
government minister, told the crowd he
was proud of Toyota’s achievements.
“Toyota is the No. 1 automaker in the
world. And it is important it stays the No. 1
automaker in the world,” he said. —AP

Toyota is still top-selling 
automaker despite slump

BEIJING: Chinese construction workers walk past ‘Chinese Dream’ pro-
motion billboards beside the CCTV office tower in the Central Business
District yesterday. — AFP 
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LONDON: Brent crude oil fell below $107 per barrel yester-
day on worries over a looming Chinese economic slow-
down and decades-high oil output in the United States.
Brent futures for September dropped 70 cents to $106.95
per barrel by 1130 GMT, after posting a 46 cent gain on
Thursday. US light crude for September was down $1.10 at
$104.39 a barrel. “We have a shift in sentiment towards
demand concerns following Chinese economic data this
week,” said Carsten Fritsch, senior oil  analyst at
Commerzbank in Frankfurt.

“Oil ought to be benefiting from the weaker dollar and
strengthening US economy, but that is not the theme
today.” The dollar hovered near a more than one-month
low against a basket of major currencies, encouraging
investors to buy dollar-denominated commodities such as
oil. China’s manufacturing activity hit an 11-month low in
July and its job market weakened, according to data from
HSBC, raising concerns of slower demand growth in the
world’s second-largest oil consumer. 

“The market is focused on demand rather than supply,”
ANZ analyst Natalie Rampono said. “Weaker flash PMI num-
bers out of China on Wednesday are contributing to that
weakness and keeping prices under a little bit of pressure.”
Brent headed for a second weekly decline, and US crude
looked set for its first weekly fall in five weeks.

US crude output hit its highest since 1990, while crude
inventories showed a much smaller fall in the week to July
19 than in previous weeks, data from the US Energy
Information Administration showed.  Chatham House fel-
low Paul Stevens summed up some of the market worries in
the Financial Times yesterday, writing that “a significant col-
lapse” in oil prices could be looming as demand destruction
and increasing oil output weaken the market.

“Higher supply and lower demand will put the high
prices needed by OPEC under pressure,” Stevens said.  “The
key will be how long Saudi Arabia continues to act as swing
producer. If they are no longer willing or able to protect
prices then these must fall,” he added. But supply disrup-
tions in the North Sea, Middle East and Africa offered some
support to oil prices. The North Sea’s Forties pipeline has
cut pumping rates by about 40,000 barrels per day (bpd)
because of maintenance work, tightening supply of the
crude that underpins the Brent benchmark. In Iraq, crude
exports will be cut by between 400,000 and 500,000 bpd in
September due to maintenance at ports, while Yemen’s key
export pipeline has been blown up by tribesmen. Protests
in Libya have also halted oil exports from a key port, and
South Sudan is set to stop crude output by Aug. 7 in a dis-
pute with Sudan. —Reuters

Oil slips
below $107 

DETROIT: Just as General Motors is getting a
handle on its troubles in Europe, the
automaker faces a new challenge in another
part of the globe. GM says Japanese
automakers are using the weak yen to cut
prices in Southeast Asia and Australia, taking
a bite out of GM’s profits there. Sales tailed
off in India as well. A subpar second-quarter
performance in the company’s international
operations division pulled GM’s overall profit
down 16 percent from last year, offsetting
gains in North America and a stark improve-
ment in Europe.

The company’s shares fell 6 cents to close
at $37.08 Thursday. The Detroit automaker
earned $1.26 billion from April through June,
or 75 cents per share. That’s down from $1.5
billion, or 90 cents per share, a year ago. Still,
GM handily beat Wall Street predictions
when one-time items were excluded. On that
basis, GM earned 84 cents per share in the
quarter, nine cents better than the forecast of
analysts surveyed by FactSet.

In North America, strong sales of pickup
trucks drove pretax profit up 4 percent to
$1.98 billion. US sales of big pickups boomed
in the first half, rising 23 percent as the hous-
ing industry started to recover from the Great
Recession and small businesses started buy-
ing again. At GM, Silverado sales gained 26
percent and Sierra sales rose 21, helping
North American profits.

Pickups are GM’s top-selling vehicles, and
they bring in an estimated profit of $10,000
apiece. Chief Financial Officer Dan Ammann
said he expected improved performance in
the second half as GM gets the full benefit of
rolling out the new trucks, as well as the 2014
Chevy Corvette sports car, an all-new Cadillac
CTS sedan and other new models.

“That’s going to give us a good tail wind
into the second half,” he said. But Ammann
also described headwinds in Asia-Pacific
countries outside of China. He said Japanese
rivals used a weaker yen to cut prices, forcing
GM to respond in kind and lowering its prof-
its. Although pretax income rose in China,
GM’s International Operations profit fell by
$400 million to $228 million. The Japanese
yen has been falling against other currencies,
making goods from Japan less expensive
when sold in other countries. Ammann said

Japanese automakers supply much of the
Asia Pacific region from Japan.

GM expects the trend to continue, and is
trying to counteract it with new products and
other unspecified actions, Ammann said.
Weakness in auto markets in India and Russia
also contributed to the decline in internation-
al profits. Market conditions accounted for
more than half of the drop in profit. Another
chunk was warranty and recall costs.
Ammann said the recall costs have contin-
ued into the current quarter.

The International Operations numbers
troubled some industry analysts who were
otherwise impressed with GM’s performance.
“The GMIO headwinds indicate that GM’s ex-
China operations may remain challenged for
some time,” Barclays analyst Brian Johnson
wrote in a note to investors. MorganStanley
analyst Adam Jonas said in an interview that
it’s too early to tell if International Operations
will remain a trouble spot for GM. He doesn’t
think GM will soon repeat the $600 million
profit from the region a year ago, but the
$200 million from this quarter is too low. He
expects profit to level off in the $400 million
range.

The fact that problems flared up just as it

appeared that GM was getting Europe under
control isn’t a long-term worry for a big inter-
national company, he said. “You’re never
going to get it all working together at the
same time,” he said. In Europe, GM cut $284
million off its loss from last year, narrowing it
to $110 million as cost cuts kicked in and new
products such as the Opel Mokka small
crossover SUV and Adam subcompact car
sold well, Ammann told reporters.

Ammann said GM’s year-over-year per-
formance in Europe should improve as cost
cuts and more new products take hold, but
the second half might worsen due to a nor-
mal seasonal slowdown. “The things that we
control we feel very good about,” Ammann
said. “Obviously what we don’t control is the
European macro environment. That remains
very challenging, but we’re making good
progress despite that.”

GM has said it expects to break even in
Europe by the middle of the decade.
Ammann wouldn’t provide further guid-
ance. Overall, GM’s revenue rose 4 percent
to just over $39 billion, beating Wall
Street’s estimate of $37.7 billion.
Worldwide sales rose 4 percent to 2.49 mil-
lion vehicles. —AP

GM Q2 profit beats estimates
US sales of pickups boom in H1

PITTSBURGH: This photo, shows a grill of a 2013 GMC Terrain AWD SLT-1. —AP 

CAOAYAN: Catholic priest Sammy Rosimo followed truck tread
marks to a coastal mine in the northern Philippines, where a stockpile
of fine black sand presided over scenes of a desert apocalypse.
Instead of tall, brush-covered sand dunes that have for centuries pro-
tected the small farming town of Caoayan from the powerful waters
of the South China Sea, trenches cut through barren beaches. “This is
the death sentence of the people of Caoayan,” said Rosimo, a local
priest, as he accompanied AFP to the recently abandoned mine. “The
dunes are the natural barrier to the salt water, like a sea wall. Without
them the sea floods inland at high tide.”

As with many other beaches in the Southeast Asian archipelago,
Caoayan’s coast has been stripped in recent years for its magnetite,
an iron ore that is in huge demand by China’s steel mills.
Environment groups, national authorities and the nation’s big miners
all blame small-scale mining firms, most of them allegedly Chinese
and often operating in collusion with shady local government offi-
cials, for the devastation. “They’re giving the industry a bad image,”
Ronald Recidoro, vice president of the country’s Chamber of Mines,
which groups 35 large miners, told AFP.

Clemente Bautista, national coordinator of Kalikasan, a coalition
of environment groups, said the problem was particularly acute in
four northern provinces, where dozens of beaches were in retreat
and river banks crumbling. “There was a school that was swallowed
up by the sea water because of black-sand mining,” Bautista said.

When AFP toured the area, the coast at San Vicente town near
Caoayan had  retreated inland by several metres from where the
sand had been scooped up. While the ocean has yet to spill into San
Vicente or Caoayan, locals believe it is only a matter of time. “We fear
being swept out to sea. We asked our local officials to stop the min-
ing, but they ignored us,” a white-haired elderly woman from
Caoayan told AFP.

The woman declined to give her name, saying she was wary of
openly antagonising local officials whom she accused of conniving
with the miners. The mine at Caoayan was shut in January by the
national government’s Mines and Geosciences Bureau, part of the
environment ministry, for breaching a law against mining close to
the ocean. The firm’s earthmovers, trucks and conveyor belts lay
abandoned nearby.  Officials from the company, which the bureau
and provincial officials said was Chinese, could not be contacted for
comment. Carlos Tayag, regional chief of the mines bureau, said
black-sand miners regularly flouted a law that banned all forms of
mineral extraction inside 200 metres (656 feet) of the water’s edge at
low tide. “The main impact is coastal erosion,” Tayag told AFP.

Flouting the rules
Under the country’s mining law, the environment ministry has

regulatory oversight over big operations but not small-scale miners,
who are defined as using only light equipment and no explosives.

Instead small-scale miners are licensed by local governments, which
often lack the expertise or will to properly supervise them.  Bautista
said corruption was a problem, with mining firms widely suspected
of bribing local officials or offering to share profits with them to win
licenses.

“Given the strong opposition of local communities against mag-
netite mining, the continuing operations of these Chinese (firms) in
these provinces were likely made possible with the collusion of cor-
rupt local government officials,” Bautista said. Tayag said the national
government was able to step in and start closing some of the black-
sand mining operations, such as the one at Caoayan, because it had
breached the law banning extraction close to the water. Tayag said
most of the output from the operations was being shipped to China.
Recidoro, from the Chamber of Mines, said large miners were furious
at the black-sand mining, which he said was being mainly done by
Chinese firms and in many provinces across the country.

“You’re disturbing the ecosystem there, and there should be a
remediation process in place before you’re allowed to do it,” he said.
“For big mines like our members that would involve putting up anti-
siltation measures, making sure whatever flora or fauna is found
there is identified and protected, and the displaced native species
must be replaced with the same native species.” Recidoro said the
Chinese firms typically used Filipino front companies to secure min-
ing permits from local officials.—AFP

Black-ore gold rush scars Philippine coasts
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This combination image shows (from left) Philip Falcone testifying in Washington on Nov 13, 2008, Raj
Rajaratnam leaving Federal Court in New York on Thursday, March 10, 2011, Kenneth Griffin testifying on
Capitol Hill in Washington, Thursday, Nov 13, 2008, and Steven Cohen attending a benefit on Dec 10, 2009
in New York. — AP

WASHINGTON: UBS will pay $885 million
in a settlement with a US regulator over
allegations the Swiss bank misrepresented
mortgage-backed bonds during the hous-
ing bubble, paving the way for billions
more to be paid by other banks. European
and US lenders such as Credit Suisse and
Deutsche Bank have set aside money to
cover the cost of any losses arising from
the dispute with the Federal Housing
Finance Agency but estimates vary widely. 

Shares in Royal Bank of Scotland, which
had risen by a quarter since July 3 having
slumped following the ousting of chief
executive Stephen Hester in June,
dropped over three percent on Friday
after the UBS settlement was revealed. The
FHFA said late on Thursday UBS will pay
$415 million and $470 million respectively
to government-sponsored housing enter-
prises Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac to
resolve claims related to securities sold to
the companies between 2004 and 2007.

UBS is just one of 18 banks the FHFA
pursued in 2011 for allegedly misrepre-
senting the quality of the collateral back-
ing securities during the run-up to the
financial crisis.  The Swiss bank is the third
to settle, after Citigroup and General
Electric did so for undisclosed sums. UBS
said on Monday that its second-quarter
profit beat forecasts even after the settle-
ment, which it said then had been agreed
in principle without specifying the exact
amount involved.

Litigation
The FHFA said it “remains committed

to satisfactorily resolving the remaining
suits as well” and the deal may lay down a
marker for how much it could cost rival
banks. Fears it will face a hefty settlement
added to uncertainty around RBS, which is
striving to attract a replacement for Hester
while the government conducts a review
into whether it should be broken up. The
bank has already paid out $612 million to
settle separate allegations that it manipu-
lated benchmark interest rates and the
government is anxious that the lender
gets back on track so it can start to offload
its 80 percent shareholding.

Ronnie Chopra, head of strategy at

TradeNext, said fears RBS could face a
multibillion-dollar payment in the US
“puts more negativity on the bank and
highlights concerns regarding the
finances of the behemoth”. Analysts at
Credit Suisse earlier this year said
European banks could take an $11 billion
hit from a raft of mortgage-related litiga-
tion costs in the United States. They esti-
mated RBS alone could face an FHFA liti-
gation loss of $1.6 billion, Barclays a $1.1
billion loss and HSBC could take a $900
million loss. But another London-based
analyst, Joseph Dickerson at investment
bank Jefferies, said he expected RBS’s loss-
es to be “sub-$1 billion”.  Other banks
have acknowledged they could incur loss-
es from the suits but few have said how
much it could cost. Barclays said in its last

annual report if it lost the cases against
the FHFA and other civil actions it could
incur a loss of up to the outstanding
amount of the RMBS at the time of judg-
ment and some additional interest and
costs, less the market value of the RMBS. 

It said the outstanding amount was
$2.7 billion at the end of 2012, and esti-
mated the market value was $1.6 billion.
Deutsche Bank has set aside 2.4 billion
euros for litigation costs after topping
that up in March by an additional 600
million euros, mainly related to lawsuits
over its role in selling bonds backed by
US sub-prime mortgages. HSBC said in its
annual report it was unable to estimate
reliably the financial effect of any action
or litigation, but any claims “could be sig-
nificant.” — Reuters 

Banks shiver as UBS 
swallows $885m fine
European banks could take $11 bn hit: Credit Suisse

NEW YORK: Hedge funds were once the rock stars of the
financial industry. The smartest people worked for them. The
wealthiest gave them their money. They were an easy path to
fortune. But if that get-rich-quick narrative was an exaggera-
tion before the financial crisis, it’s even less true since. The
hedge fund industry’s performance has been spotty in recent
years; its public image, bruised. To critics, hedge funds are
secretive, risky, loosely regulated playgrounds for the super
wealthy. And while the industry keeps expanding, its perform-
ance does not. This year could be the fifth in a row that hedge
funds underperform the Standard & Poor’s 500 stock index,
according to Hedge Fund Research, or HFR, which analyzes the
industry. That’s an unwelcome reversal: For the 20 years from
1990 to 2009, hedge fund returns beat or tied the S&P 500 15
times. “Everyone says, ‘Oh a hedge fund,’ and acts like that’s
some kind of mark of excellence,” said Heath Abshure, presi-
dent of the North American Securities Administrators
Association, a group of state securities regulators. “A hedge
fund is just an unregistered investment company.”

Hedge funds operate by convincing wealthy people to
invest with them. They profit by trying to find opportunities
that no one else has picked up on, wagering on everything
from the price of copper to whether a company will cut its divi-
dend. Some made fortunes predicting the downfall of the US
housing market. The funds try to earn big returns for investors
with a variety of strategies, typically including bets for and
against the direction of a market. That is meant to provide a
hedge, allowing the firm to survive in good economies and
bad, and to beat the overall stock market.

Their birth is generally traced to 1949, but it wasn’t until
more recently that the industry really took off. In 1990, there
were about 600 hedge funds managing $39 billion in assets.
Now there are 10,000 firms managing $2.4 trillion, according to
HFR. The list of industry challenges is long. The explosive
growth in the number of funds has increased the pressure to
generate the biggest returns, and raised the temptation to
take undue risks or goad companies for inside information.

The hedge fund industry says that it makes markets more
efficient, allocating capital to where it’s best used and turning
around weak companies. Dan Loeb’s involvement at Yahoo,
where he successfully pushed for a new CEO and saw the stock
price leap, is a case in point. When Loeb, founder of the hedge
fund Third Point, announced Monday that he was selling most
of his stake in Yahoo, other investors followed suit and the
stock price fell 4 percent. Most Americans don’t have any direct
involvement with hedge funds - though their mutual funds,
pensions or college’s endowments might invest in one. When
they do hear about one, it’s often because of a scandal or other
behavior that feeds the idea that hedge fund managers are bil-
lionaire pirates. Raj Rajaratnam, founder of the Galleon Group,
is serving an 11-year prison sentence after being convicted of
trading on inside information. Phil Falcone is accused by the
Securities and Exchange Commission of using money from his
fund, Harbinger Capital, to pay his taxes.

The industry gives money to communities, funding chil-
dren’s hospitals, schools and university research. But it spends
richly on itself, too, with conferences that feature Maroon 5,
complimentary cigar rolling, and models paid to mingle with
attendees. Every once in a while, a fund manager will try to buy
a sports team. Steve Cohen, head of SAC Capital, was known
for larger-than-life habits, scooping up Picassos, Monets and
more obscure art, once spending $8 million on a 14-foot tiger
shark submerged in formaldehyde.

The average hedge fund CEO earned $1.3 million last year;
the average junior portfolio manager earned about $469,000,
according to estimates from the publication Institutional
Investor’s Alpha. For some, the paydays are far more lucrative:
Alpha estimates that David Tepper of Appaloosa Management
made $2.2 billion in 2012, topping all managers.

Randy Shain, founder of BackTrack Reports, which investi-
gates hedge funds for investors, thinks the industry is getting
too much of a bad rap - and he thinks it was too lauded before
the financial crisis. “Five or six years ago, they could do no
wrong,” Shain said. “Now all of a sudden people look at them
and think they stink ... Neither is true.” To understand the shift,
it’s helpful to understand the industry’s recent performance.
Hedge funds have underperformed the S&P 500 every year
since 2009. Kingpins like Ken Griffin of Citadel and John
Paulson of Paulson & Co. suffered painful losses. Hedge funds
returned an average of nearly 4 percent as of June 30, com-
pared with almost 13 percent for the S&P 500, according to
HFR, but even that assessment might be generous. Hedge
funds don’t have to disclose much about their operations.
Performance estimates are compiled from funds that volunteer
to share information. —AP

Hedge funds: From rock stars to fallen stars

WASHINGTON: A group backing President Barack Obama’s agenda will air a nation-
al television ad bolstering Obama’s economic vision just as the president strives for
an edge in looming fiscal fights this fall. Organizing for Action, a group formed out of
Obama’s re-election campaign, is launching the ad and says it will air on cable TV
stations for about two weeks. Although the group is officially independent of the
White House, Obama is the sole speaker in the ad, which uses clips from his econom-
ic speech Wednesday in Galesburg, Ill. That’s where Obama kicked off a months-long
attempt to spotlight his efforts on the economy and the middle class.

“Thanks to the grit, the resilience, the determination of the American people,
we’ve been able to clear away the rubble from the financial crisis,” Obama says over
a montage of images of factory workers, solar panels and students. “But we’re not
there yet.” Obama calls for a long-term strategy to replace short-term thinking: less
economic inequality, a higher minimum wage and better access to pre-school. All
are repeats of ideas the president long has been promoting.

Organizing for Action isn’t disclosing how much it’s spending on the ad cam-
paign. But the ad - the group’s first to address an issue other than Obama’s health
care law - comes as Obama is hoping to stockpile momentum before expected
showdowns with congressional Republicans over federal spending levels and the
nation’s debt limit. Republicans staunchly oppose Obama’s approach to resolving
those key issues.

With limited dollars and a smaller footprint than Obama’s 2012 campaign,
Organizing for Action is struggling to stay relevant and prove it can effectively
strengthen the president’s hand in policy debates. The group has sought to rally
public support for gun control, which stalled in Congress, and an immigration over-
haul, which faces major obstacles in the House after winning bipartisan Senate
approval. — AP

Obama launches TV ad 
on economic vision
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NEW YORK: In this photo, Trader Timothy Nick
(right) works on the floor of the New York Stock
Exchange.— AP

NEW YORK: US prosecutors indicted bil-
lionaire Steven A. Cohen’s hedge fund for
insider trading, a rare move that could end
the career of one of Wall Street’s most suc-
cessful investors and trigger a fundamental
change in how traders try to gain an edge
over rivals. The government accused SAC
Capital Advisors LP of presiding over a cul-
ture where employees flouted the law and
were encouraged to tap their personal net-
works of contacts for inside information
about publicly traded companies.

The result was “insider trading that was
substantial, pervasive and on a scale with-
out known precedent in the hedge fund
industry,” the indictment said.  While not
personally charged criminally, Cohen joins
junk bond financier Michael Milken and
Galleon Group hedge fund founder Raj
Rajaratnam among prominent Wall Street
executives who have been linked to insider
trading. The indictment filed by the US
Department of Justice against SAC, togeth-
er with a related civil case seeking forfei-
tures and money laundering penalties,
imperils the future of the roughly $15 bil-
lion hedge fund. It also may end Cohen’s
career of managing outside money, where
he generated some of the hedge fund
industry’s best returns and became one of
the foremost traders of his generation.

Last week, the US Securities and
Exchange Commission charged Cohen in a
civil case with failing to supervise two
employees, Mathew Martoma and Michael
Steinberg. Both men have pleaded not
guilty to criminal insider trading charges
and face trials in November. Many Wall
Street firms that lend money to and trade
with Stamford, Connecticut-based SAC may
stop or pull back because of Thursday’s
criminal charges, though some said on they
would take a wait-and-see approach.

Cohen may yet be able to stay in busi-

ness because more than $8 billion of the
fund’s assets belong to him and his
employees. SAC said in a statement it has
no plans to shut down. “SAC has never
encouraged, promoted or tolerated insider
trading and takes its compliance and man-
agement obligations seriously,” it said. “The
handful of men who admit they broke the
law does not reflect the honesty, integrity
and character of the thousands of men and
women who have worked at SAC over the
past 21 years. SAC will continue to operate
as we work through these matters.”

Virtual slam dunk?
The government’s indictment of SAC

Capital also will stand as the signature
action of its multi-year crackdown on insid-
er trading in the $2.25 trillion hedge fund
industry. The investigation burst into the
open in October 2009 with the arrest of
Rajaratnam, founder of Galleon Group, and
led to the conviction of more than 60 peo-
ple including Rajaratnam. But for authori-
ties Cohen always was the big fish to be
caught because he loomed large over the
hedge fund industry. In fact, when Cohen
first opened shop, hedge funds were not
well understood and the industry was a
fraction of its current size, with funds man-
aging well under $1 trillion. But in large part
because of the success of firms like SAC
Capital, hedge fund managers surpassed
investment bankers and even some bank
chief executive officers in terms of fame
and fortune.

Over the years, Cohen has been the sub-
ject of two Vanity Fair magazine stories,
countless front-page stories in The New
York Times, and is maybe just as famous in
the art world for his prized collection of
works by Damien Hirst, Jeff Koons and
Pablo Picasso. More recently, he tried to
become the owner of the Los Angeles

Dodgers baseball team, but instead settled
for a minority stake in the New York Mets.
As the scrutiny of Cohen and his firm has
risen in recent year, he’s became more visi-
ble at hedge fund events, donating money
to charities and buying even more artwork.

Several lawyers, including former feder-
al prosecutors, said a decision not to crimi-
nally charge Cohen might signal an admis-
sion that there is a shortage of evidence
against him. But the indictment does not
preclude the government from gathering
more evidence and filing new charges later.
Some lawyers believe the case against SAC
is strong now.

“It’s going to be a virtual slam dunk for
the prosecution,” said Solomon Wisenberg,
a partner at Barnes & Thornburg in
Washington, DC, and author of “White
Collar Crime: Securities Fraud.” “The story is
basically that there’s a whole culture here
where red flags were ignored, (and) compli-
ance efforts were more or less window
dressing.”

The Justice Department’s decision to
indict SAC, and not just individuals, is an
unusual move that underscores prosecu-
tors’ belief about the pervasiveness of the
alleged insider trading. Prosecutors have
shied away from indicting large financial
firms after their 2002 case against Enron
Corp’s auditor, Arthur Andersen, helped
put that firm out of business.

The indictment comes after a seven-
year investigation of SAC and amid a
broader crackdown on insider trading that
has resulted in more than 70 convictions
and guilty pleas. It is as much a forceful
reproof of an era of free-wheeling trading
by hedge funds as it is a condemnation of
SAC’s culture as an alleged breeding
ground for traders and analysts who traffic
in illegal tips about corporate earnings and
buy-outs.— Reuters 

US charges SAC with 
insider trading crime

Allegations cover period roughly from 1999 to 2010

NEW YORK: Not all emerging-market stocks are the same. A wide
menu is available, from copper miners in Latin America to natural-
gas giants in Russia to casinos in Cambodia. Unfortunately for
investors in emerging-market index mutual funds and exchange-
traded funds, some managers say the menu is tilted toward the
stocks that are less desirable. That’s because the indexes are based
on market size, so bigger stocks and bigger markets carry more
weight. These are also some of the countries and industries that
are feeling the most pressure from a slowdown affecting emerging
markets.

The MSCI Emerging Markets index has more stocks from China
than any other country, for example, at 18 percent. China’s econo-
my is also a top concern for economists, as it tries to shift from
growth that’s dependent on investment to more consumer spend-
ing. The International Monetary Fund expects China’s economic
growth to slow to 7.7 percent next year from 9.3 percent in 2011.
Worries about weaker growth mean Chinese stocks have lost 7 per-
cent so far this year, including dividends, which looks worse when
compared with the 19 percent return for the US market. That’s one
reason investors have been turning to actively managed mutual
funds this summer. Such funds generally charge higher fees, but
those that are run by talented, or lucky, stock pickers have a chance
of beating the index.

“Now, you’re seeing greater dispersion in returns from coun-
tries,” says Patricia Oey, a senior analyst at Morningstar. “Some are
doing really well, and some are doing very poorly. You could argue
that it gives active managers a chance to outperform because if
you can avoid those countries, it makes it easier to beat the index.”
Consider Thornburg’s Developing World fund (THDAX), which has
a five-star rating from Morningstar. It has benefited from picks that
Portfolio Manager Lewis Kaufman has made in Southeast Asian
economies, where he says growth looks to be more resilient.

His recent picks have included VGI Global Media, an advertising
company in Thailand, and NagaCorp, which operates the largest
hotel and casino complex in Cambodia. Both those stocks have
returned more than 30 percent in 2013 in dollar terms, and they’re
part of a rising tide for stocks in several Southeast Asian countries.
Stocks from the Philippines have returned 15 percent, and Thai
stocks are up 3 percent.

Kaufman’s fund is up 7 percent this year, putting it in the top 4
percent of all diversified emerging-market stock funds. That com-
pares with a 7 percent loss for the MSCI Emerging Markets index.
Kaufman says he hasn’t written off stocks from Brazil, Russia, India
and China, the first emerging markets that come to mind for many
investors and collectively known as the BRICs. But he’s being
choosy. “There’s some temptation to say that BRICs are bad and
non-BRICs are good,” he says. But within BRICs, he’s focusing on
companies that stand to benefit from expected gains in consumer
spending. Not only does a wide gap exist among emerging mar-
kets between winning and losing countries, but also between
industries. Consumer-related companies have held up better, for
example, as investors bet that the middle class in developing
economies will continue to expand. Stocks of companies that sell
household products and other staples have been able to hold up,
returning a fraction of 1 percent, for example.

“Anything more consumer-related has done well,” says Doug
Ramsey, co-portfolio manager of the Leuthold Global fund
(GLBLX), which has a four-star rating from Morningstar. The prob-
lem is that their availability is more limited, he says. Sellers of con-
sumer staples make up just 9 percent of the MSCI Emerging
Markets index, for example. —AP

Not all emerging
market stocks 

are down this year

NEW YORK: Starbucks says its profit
climbed 25 percent in the latest quarter as
its coffee costs eased and caffeine-addict-
ed customers flocked to its cafes around
the world, with people in the US spending
a little more on items such as revamped
sandwiches and new salads. The results
topped Wall Street expectations, and the
company raised its full-year guidance. 

Starbucks’ shares were up almost 7 per-
cent in aftermarket trading. The Seattle-
based chain, which has more than 19,000
locations around the world, said global
sales rose 8 percent at cafes open at least
13 months, with all regions registering
growth. In its flagship US market, the fig-
ure rose 9 percent, driven by an uptick in
customer visits.

The performance is in contrast to
McDonald’s Corp, which reported an
underwhelming 1 percent increase in US
locations open at least a year earlier this
week. The fast-food chain had partly
blamed economic conditions, saying peo-
ple have been reluctant to eat out. Troy
Alstead, chief financial officer for the
chain, said the results demonstrate peo-
ple’s loyalty to the Starbucks brand,
despite factors such as bad weather or a

weak economy cited by other companies
for underwhelming results in the quarter.

“We have some resilience, some insula-
tion,” Alstead said. CEO Howard Schultz
expressed the sentiment more emphati-
cally in a call with analysts: “Starbucks
today exists within a universe of one,” he
said, later noting the company was “extra-
ordinarily proud and stunned” by its own
results. Starbucks has been making a num-
ber of changes in the US to drive up sales.
In April, it rolled out revamped sandwiches
in new packaging that come with slightly
higher prices; the new egg salad sand-
wich, for example, costs $5.25, up from
$5.15 previously.

New salads and grain bowls were also
introduced at about $7 per box. The idea
is to entice people to spend more on food
while they’re in the store anyway. Right
now, about one out of every three pur-
chases includes food. Offering better food
also helps attract customers in the slower
afternoon hours, rather than just in the
morning when the cafes are busiest with
people getting their morning caffeine fix.
Moving forward, the company noted that
it’s expanding its new baked goods to
more stores; 

Starbucks has acknowledged that its
sweet treats don’t have a great reputation
and is working to change that. The compa-
ny also recently announced that it’s team-
ing up with Danone to offer new, branded
Greek yogurt parfaits that are set to start
replacing its current offerings in cafes by
next year. Starbucks is also pushing
aggressively to enroll people in its loyalty
program, offering incentives such as a $5
load on cards for people who sign up.
Alstead said people tend to visit more
often and spend more once they enroll.

The company is also benefiting greatly
from lower coffee costs, which are expect-
ed to continue for at least another year
and half. Starbucks nevertheless instituted
price hikes in the US last month, a move
that should help widen its operating mar-
gins even further.

For the quarter, Starbucks said sales
rose 9 percent in China and the greater
Asia region. It also managed to increase
sales by 2 percent at established cafes in
Europe, where it had been struggling. The
company has been closing underperform-
ing stores and licensing out operations in
other regions to improve results.
Starbucks Corp. —AP

Starbucks profit surges 
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Palestinian worshipers
pray outside the Dome
of the Rock at the Al-
Aqsa Mosque compound
in Jerusalem during the
third Friday prayers of
the Muslim holy fasting
month of Ramadan yes-
terday. — AFP 
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Asia fans to feel 
The xx factor

With their sparse guitar lines, hushed vocals and
enigmatic stage presence, The xx are a band
who have come to personify cool understate-

ment. As for their fans? Sometimes less so. “Couples have
come up to us after the show and told us how they got
together with our music,” said Romy Madley Croft, singer
and guitarist with the British band whose 2009 self-titled
debut was hailed as a minimalist masterpiece and won
the Mercury Prize a year later. “Some people tell you that
they’ve cried their whole way through the show, and you
don’t really know what to say.”  A few are also prone to
oversharing, in terms of how the band’s music has
inspired them in the bedroom.   

“It’s a little bit awkward when that happens,” she told
AFP on the phone from Reno, Nevada ahead of the band’s
upcoming Asia tour that takes them to South Korea’s
Valley Rock Festival Friday and Japan’s Fuji Rock festival
on Sunday, before shows in Manila, Hong Kong,
Singapore and Taiwan next week. European and US dates
follow in August.  Such friendly fan enthusiasm illustrates
how The xx’s ghostly music inspires, even if the trio-
Madley Croft and Oliver Sim, who started the band as a
duo when they were 15-year-old school mates in London,
and Jamie Smith-don’t exactly crave the spotlight. 

Their black-clad, statuesque stage presence led one
reviewer to describe them as looking like “mannequin
dolls in the world’s saddest window display”-an image
that has not stopped younger fans from screaming at
singer and bass guitarist Sim at their concerts, Madley
Croft said.   “Once you’re in the middle of a tour you get
used to the idea of getting up on stage in front of people,
and it becomes a little bit normal,” she said.  “But it’s nev-
er that normal. I never would have thought I’d do this or
stand up in front of people and bare my soul.”

As well as performing, the band has this year put
together its own mini festivals under the banner “Night +
Day” in London, Berlin and Lisbon, using offbeat loca-
tions such as an abandoned theme park to help set the
tone. Their appeal is wide. Songs from their debut found
their way into various TV shows and adverts, while 2012’s
follow-up “Coexist” saw the band become an even more
commercially successful proposition. “We did it for a cou-
ple of years when there were only about five people in
the audience, when you certainly did not feel like a suc-
cess,” said Madley Croft. “Even now I have to pinch
myself.” First impressions of their precisely curated
music-a delicate balance between sound and the
absence of it-can be deceptive. Guitar notes slide glacial-
ly through songs that flirt with electronic dance music,
occasionally allowing themselves to break into a beat. 

But what separates The xx from cold electronica is the
personal, intimate and occasionally erotic nature of the
songs.  “After each show I feel like I’ve gone through a
whole emotional experience and come out the other
side. It feels quite therapeutic,” said Madley Croft.  The
same can be said for their ever-enthusiastic audience.
“Someone saw our Coachella set (earlier this year) and
said he felt like he might as well have been up there on
the stage naked,  because he felt so emotionally
exposed,” she added.  “It doesn’t feel quite like that for
us. But it is a good thing.” — AFP

This file photo taken on July 20, 2013 shows British band
“The xx”  performing during the Colours of Ostrava
music festival in Ostrava, North Moravia. — AFP

Pope Francis on Thursday showed that
his message of renewed faith in Jesus
Christ can compete with the Rolling

Stones and their Sympathy for the Devil.
Seven years after the rock legends lured
throngs to Copacabana for an epic concert,
organizers of a Catholic youth event say
Pope Francis attracted 1.5 million to Rio de
Janeiro’s legendary beach. Apart from New
Year’s fireworks that attract countless revel-
ers to the crescent moon-shaped beach
every year, nobody had brought so many
people to Copacabana until Mick Jagger
and Keith Richards came to town.

On February 18, 2006, the British super-
stars who sold millions of records drew the
biggest crowd of their storied career.
Various estimates say between one million
and 1.7 million people flooded the beach to
see the bad boys of rock n’ roll for their
“Bigger Band” tour. But 76-year-old Pope
Francis showed that he commands just as
much star power as Sir Mick, who turned 70
yesterday.

Crowds shrieked and chanted the
pope’s name as his jeep with open sides
and a glass top took him to a giant white
stage on the beach. The pope, with his
resplendent white robe, stood on a giant
white stage with a towering cross illuminat-
ed by a blue light. Large screens and speak-

ers beamed his ceremony to people stand-
ing at the other end of the beach.

Apart from the large stages and endless
crowds, the comparison ends there. The
pope stood soberly on a podium while

Jagger and the Stones danced the night
away. And the pontiff is staying in a quiet
hillside residence, while “Their Satanic
Majesties” spent their nights in the beach-
front Copacabana Palace hotel. — AFP

The pope and the Stones,
superstars of Copacabana

British musicians Mick Jagger, Ron Wood and Keith Richards of the Rolling
Stones perform on the Pyramid Stage on the fourth day of the Glastonbury
Festival of Contemporary. — AFP

Lebanese composer, pianist, performer, playwright, and political commentator Ziad Rahbani per-
forms during the festival of Zouk Mikael, north of Beirut, yesterday. — AFP

Fred Armisen will direct a live stream
of an upcoming Kings of Leon con-
cert for the digital series “American

Express Unstaged.” The Nashville, Tenn,
band’s Aug 9 concert at London’s
Shepherd’s Bush will be webcast global-
ly on Vevo and YouTube, a spokesman

for American Express told The
Associated Press.

Armisen, who left “Saturday Night
Live” earlier this year, is also a drummer
and has previously directed music
videos. It’s the 13th streamed concert for
“Unstaged,” which pairs top music acts
with notable directors. The last install-
ment was a stream for Vampire Weekend
directed by Steve Buscemi. Kings of Leon
will release their sixth album,
“Mechanical Bull,” on Sept 24. —AP

Fred Armisen to direct 
Kings of Leon live stream

File photo shows actor Fred Armisen
attends the world premiere of “The
Giant Mechanical Man” during the 2012
Tribeca Film Festival in New York. —AP
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The Venice Film Festival marks its
70th edition with films starring
George Clooney and Sandra

Bullock as astronauts adrift in space,
Scarlett Johansson as a seductive alien
roaming the Scottish countryside and
Judi Dench as a single Roman Catholic
woman searching for a son she was
forced to give up decades before.
Festival director Alberto Barbera con-
cedes that many of the films in the lineup
announced Thursday are bleak in their
outlook.

“Perhaps one of the strongest themes
that emerges from all the films is the lack
of prospects. There’s an acknowledg-
ment of an extremely problematic situa-
tion, in some cases tragic,” Barbera told a
news conference. “Cinema mirrors reali-
ty, so we can’t complain if auteur films
today gives us an image of our times that
is not consoling.” Twenty films will vie for
the coveted Golden Lion at the world’s
oldest film festival, which opens Aug 28,
with the jury headed by Oscar-winning
director Bernardo Bertolucci.

Golden Lion contenders include Terry
Gilliam’s “The Zero Theorem,” starring
Christoph Waltz as a reclusive computer
genius, and Peter Landesman’s
“Parkland,” which examines the chaotic
events at Dallas’ Parkland hospital the
day John F. Kennedy was assassinated.
Indie director Kelly Reichardt returns to
Venice with “Night Moves,” starring Jesse

Eisenberg, Dakota Fanning and Peter
Sarsgaard as environmental activists
plotting to blow up a dam. Johansson
appears in Jonathan Glazer’s highly
anticipated science fiction thriller “Under
the Skin,” while Dench stars in Stephen
Frears’ “Philomena.”

Director Alfonso Cuaron’s techno-
thriller “Gravity,” starring Clooney and
Bullock, will open the festival and is
among 17 films showing out of competi-
tion. Thierry Ragobert’s documentary
“Amazonia” closes the event on Sept 7.

The lineup is strong on independent,
auteur films and light on blockbusters, a
delicate point for organizers competing
with Cannes, which shows in the spring,
and Toronto, which overlaps with Venice.

“Venice on paper takes more risks - for
example, taking two documentaries in
competition, a first by any festival, and
organizing an auteur cinema to support
and promote these films,” said Barbera.
Barbera, who is in the second year of a
new mandate after directing the festival
from 1998-2002, is intent on securing the

festival’s role as a launch pad for new
films. Venice has premiered such films as
the “The Hurt Locker,” which went on to
win an Academy Award for best film, and
the highly acclaimed “Black Swan.”

The festival will showcase 53 new fea-
ture films, all but two world premieres,
with 33 countries represented in the
overall selection, which also includes sec-
tions on new trends and short films. Of
the 20 films competing for the Golden
Lion, five are American, four British and
three Italian. The lineup includes films by
three Oscar-winning directors: Hayao
Miyazaki with an animated film about a
Japanese fighter plane designer, Errol
Morris with a documentary about former
US Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld,
and Poland’s Andrzej Wajda with a movie
depicting the life of Solidarity leader Lech
Walesa. The first two are in competition. 

The other documentary in competi-
tion is Gianfranco Rosi’s “Sacro GRA,”
about life on the highway that rings
Rome. Three previous Golden Lion win-
ners are returning to the Lido. They
include Italy’s  Gianni Amelio with
“L’intrepido,” or “The Intrepid,” and
Taiwan-based director Tsai Ming-liang
with “Stray Dogs,” both in competition.
Last year’s winner, Kim Ki-duk, pre-
mieres “Moebius,”  his  fol low-up to
“Pieta” that has generated controversy
at home in South Korea for its graphic
content. — AP

70th Venice films take bleak view of world today

This publicity photo released by Courtesy of Warner Bros. Pictures shows
Sandra Bullock, left, as Dr Ryan Stone and George Clooney as Matt
Kowalsky in the sci-fi thriller “Gravity.”—AP

Late American actor Peter Falk, best
known for his portrayal of disheveled
police detective Columbo in the long-

running television series of the same name,
was honored with a star on Hollywood’s “Walk
of Fame” here Thursday.  Falk was awarded the
star in 1991 but did not get around to arrang-
ing an installation ceremony before his death
in June 2011 at the age of 83.

Falk’s star was unveiled on Hollywood
Boulevard Thursday next to that of his friend
Joe Mantegna, who paid tribute to the late

actor.”The only way we could have gotten him
here would have been to tell him it was to do
extensive rehearsals for it,” Mantegna joked.
“They can walk down this boulevard and
glance down and be able to say, ‘Hey, I know
that actor. 

He’s the one that made me laugh, made me
cry. Made me think.’ “The star is not for you,
Peter. It’s for them, your fans.” While Falk was
best known for his role as Columbo, he also
enjoyed a successful film career, earning two
Oscar nominations in 1960 and 1961. — AFP

Just one more thing: 

‘Columbo’ star Falk’s final honor

Actors Dick Van Dyke, Joe Mantegna (center right) and others attend the posthumous
ceremony honoring the late actor Peter Falk with a star on The Hollywood Walk of Fame
yesterday in Hollywood, California. — AFP

So sharp is the reversal of fortune for Woody
Allen’s female protagonist in his latest film,
“Blue Jasmine,” that the Manhattan socialite’s

possessions are reduced to a faint echo: a Chanel
jacket, designer suitcases, a clutch of anti-depres-
sants. She does manage to retain a regal bearing and
a posh accent.  But for the most part, Jasmine, played
by Oscar winning actress Cate Blanchett, has lost
everything including her mind, thanks to her hus-
band’s financial and marital misdeeds and her own
hapless ways.

After making a number of films in Europe, Allen
didn’t have to go far to find the inspiration for “Blue
Jasmine,” which opens in US theaters on Friday. As
Blanchett says, after the financial crisis and a string of
fraud cases like Bernie Madoff’s epic swindle, there
are many Jasmines walking the streets of Allen’s
Manhattan. “I found the whole story surprising and
painful and yet not surprising at all considering
what’s happened to a lot of people psychologically
and financially,” said Blanchett.

“You sit in a park and invariably you will see
someone mumbling to themselves and sometimes
they will be very well heeled.”  “Blue Jasmine” is the
Australian actress’ first film with the prolific director,
known for creating memorable female characters
like Diane Keaton’s Annie Hall. While Jasmine may be
memorable, and Blanchett, 44, has received favor-
able reviews for the role, she is far from being a hero-
ine or even a likeable character.

Rather, Jasmine is a cautionary tale of what hap-
pens when a woman builds her life around a wealthy
husband, unaware of the house of cards in which she
lives. In flashbacks, Allen serves up sumptuous
glimpses of her former life: a beautiful apartment
complete with hunter green walls, a vast beach
house, elegant dinners in designer dresses.
Meanwhile husband Hal, played by Alec Baldwin,
takes up with young women and negotiates dodgy
deals while Jasmine looks the other way until it all
unravels swiftly, leaving her in a heap.

‘Probably a career killer’
The film opens with Jasmine traveling to San

Francisco after the arrest of her husband for financial
fraud and the confiscation of their assets. She is a
babbling mess with no place to go except the hum-
ble home of her working-class sister Ginger, played
by British actress Sally Hawkins. “I think she finds
herself in some pretty horrendous situations and
you can say that she has placed herself there, but
she has no support structure, or allies, or sense of
self, so she is struggling for her identity,” said
Blanchett. Jasmine engages in what Blanchett calls
some “really unpalatable” behavior. She disapproves
of Ginger’s life and her choice in men, but then she
herself latches onto a suave diplomat played by
Peter Sarsgaard, to engineer her return to society.
She lies, she manipulates, and she gives off airs,
designer purse and pills always in hand. “Blue
Jasmine,” from Sony Pictures Classic, is Allen’s return
to his home country after European jaunts in his last
three films, including 2011’s “Midnight in Paris” and
2012’s “To Rome With Love.” —Reuters

Woody Allen’s ‘Blue Jasmine:’ 
Portrait of a lady who loses it all 

Andrew Dice Clay, Cate Blanchett, Bobby
Cannavale, and Peter Sarsgaard arrive on
the red carpet at Sony Pictures Classics LA
premiere of Blue Jasmine presented by
The One Group on Wednesday. — AP
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Many of us dispatch our used paper
to a bin, the first step on the way
to Recycle Land. These household

accumulations of paper and cardboard are
just one more thing to get rid of. Luckily,
there are designers and artists who see
possibilities in all that wood pulp. They’re
busy using it to create art, decorative
accessories, even furniture.

So what you sent to the recycling center
just might find its way back, in some form, to
your home. Trent Mayol’s company,
SmartDeco, designs and makes heavy-duty
cardboard furniture that’s simple, stylish and
easy to put together without tools. The idea
came to him when he was a University of
Southern California neuroscience major
dealing with the packing and logistical has-
sles of his fifth college-housing move.

“Nobody likes dealing with furniture.
Especially those living what we’ve deemed
the ‘one-year-lease lifestyle,’” Mayol says.
“These people are young, economically
savvy, and never in the same place for too
long.” SmartDeco’s pieces, which include a
desk, sidestand and dressers, are engineered
to hold up to 400 pounds, with multiple lay-
ers of fiber and a center arched reinforcing
panel. Yet they’re lightweight and easy to
move. Available in Kraft finish (the natural
brown of the cardboard) or white, the
Modesto, Calif-made furniture might appeal
particularly to college students, but has
enough of a hip look for a wider audience

too. Customize the pieces if you want; a plas-
tic snap-on protective shelf cover comes
with each one. 

Seattle design studio Graypants makes
striking light fixtures out of repurposed card-
board boxes, in a series called Scraplights.
The corrugated cardboard allows light to
play dramatically through the fixtures, and
it’s treated with a non-toxic fire retardant. 

Amy Gibson’s medium is magazines. The

Seattle artist folds sections of recycled peri-
odicals into color slabs, which she combines
into one-of-a-kind wall art and mirror frames. 

If paper dÈcor intrigues you, visit other
Etsy.com stores for items or inspiration.
Israeli artist Ruti Ben Dror offers functional
bowls made of origami folded paper. San
Antonio, Texas-based Shannon Ruby crafts
clocks out of recycled magazines and paper;
some are made of a myriad of curled paper

circles, others are starbursts made of colorful
rolled pages. And she’ll custom design. 

You’ll find similar brightly hued work
done by Indian craftspeople, in folded or
spooled storage boxes and vessels at
HomeGoods. 

Restoration Hardware Baby & Child has
papier mache animal heads, including
sharks, antelope, giraffes and stags, made by
Haitian artists out of recycled paper similar
to newsprint. Each piece has the look of a
typographic sculpture. 

Sometimes inspiration comes when
you’re just trying to clean up a bit. A decade
ago, photographer and artist Adrienne
Moumin was relocating from Brooklyn, NY,
to Maryland. Before she moved out of her
rented darkroom, she began printing up a
bunch of architectural shots she had lying
around. She noticed that the prints had the
makings of a collage, so she printed some
more, and the project took on a life of its
own.

“I started the series in 2003, thinking it
was what I’d do in the meantime while I
searched for a rental darkroom,” says
Moumin. “It soon turned into the main art
form I practice.” The pieces, many of which
she showed at the recent Architectural
Digest Home Design Show in New York City,
are intricately hand-cut assemblages drawn
from the geometric, often fractal images of
skyscrapers and other urban elements that
she had photographed and turned into silver
gelatin prints. 

Got a carful of old maps, but now have
GPS? Decoupage cartographic pages onto
waste bins, serving trays or furniture, or
wooden or cardboard letters for instant
dÈcor. Old atlas pages make cool lamp-
shades, drawer liners or framed wall art.
You’ll find instructions galore online. — AP

Artful decor 
from recycled paper

Right at home

This publicity photo provided by Jan Mollet
shows a detail view of ‘QuickBrix,’ created by

artist, Jan Mollet. The paper decor uses everyday
cardboard packaging. Attachable with adhesive

or magnets, the bricks are unique paper decor
that can be laid out in a variety of ways.

This product photo illustration provided by
SmartDeco shows a smart dresser set. SmartDeco
furniture is made out of heavy duty cardboard that
can support 400 lbs, and assembles without tools.
The pieces, which come in Kraft brown or white,
may be painted or otherwise customized, and are
convenient for college students and anyone who
moves frequently. — AP photos

This publicity photo
provided by

Restoration Hardware
shows 19th century

framed herbarium
prints mounted under

glass from Restoration
Hardware. Framing

ephemera is a creative
way to use paper as

wall art.

This publicity photo provided by
HomeGoods shows how artisans use
paper in a number of creative ways, by
folding, or decoupaging, or spooling it
as in these vases.

This publicity photo provided by
HomeGoods shows recycled paper
nesting boxes that are a creative stor-
age option.
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New Yorkers have been queueing in droves-sometimes in swel-
tering temperatures-for the novel experience of walking
through rain without getting wet. The chance comes courtesy

of Rain Room, a novel installation by British art collective Random
International, at the Museum of Modern Art (MOMA). Sophisticated
motion sensors in the the 5,000 square foot (460 square meter) space
ensure the downpour stops only in the precise position where peo-
ple are detected. The creators say the set-up the creators affords visi-
tors the sensation of being able to control the elements.

Demand has been so high, MOMA officials have frequently had to
close the queue to new entrants before midday.  The museum has
increased access by offering people the option of avoiding the long
lines by viewing the installation from the side, without walking
directly below the rain area. And, in a rare exception, the installation
is to be open until midnight on Sunday, the last day of the New York
run that began on May 12. 

By then nearly 70,000 people are expected to have visited the
piece-a remarkable feat given that only ten people are allowed in at a
time, and they stay there for several minutes. Among the visitors this
week was Brazilian Luciano Neves, who waited four hours for the
privilege, he told AFP. Although Neves described the technology

behind the display as “quite amazing,” he acknowledged it was not
completely flawless. “I got a bit wet because you have to walk to the
rain to stop it.”

Another visitor, @CallieNYC tweeted: “7 hours of waiting in line
but we finally made it into the Rain Room at the MOMA!” Random
International’s website describes the Rain Room as “a carefully chore-
ographed downpour - a monumental work that encourages people
to become performers on an unexpected stage, while creating an
intimate atmosphere of contemplation.” MOMA billed the interactive
installation, which enjoyed similar success when it was first show-
cased at London’s Barbican Centre in a five-month run from October
2012, as having a broader relevance.  “The work invites visitors to
explore the roles that science, technology, and human ingenuity can
play in stabilizing our environment,” it said. Whatever the meaning of
the installation, visitors have revelled in throwing shapes inside it for
photographic souvenirs of an experience one critic described as akin
to “playing God.”  —AFP

A visitor at the ‘Rain Room’ at MOMA (The Museum of
Modern Art) is seen. — AFP

Rag & Bone, Marchesa and Proenza Schouler, among the top in
their class of cool, youngish New York-based fashion houses,
took a field trip to China recently to start a dialogue with con-

sumers there as they all have their eye on expansion. What they
learned: Customers want something unique. “Some of the com-
ments we heard were that the Chinese were getting a little sick of a
Louis Vuitton store on every corner,” said David Neville, co-founder
with Marcus Wainwright of Rag & Bone. “Some of the really affluent
people are starting to want stuff that isn’t everywhere. ... The uber
luxury brands have been there a long time.”

The three brands staged a fashion show at Ming Dynasty City
Wall Relics Park at the Great Wall of China. It was a receptive audi-
ence, said Meredith Melling Burke, Vogue’s senior market editor,
who accompanied the designers last month. “There was a sense of
excitement on both sides about discovery,” she said.

“We are always inspired by the juxtaposition between the old
and the new,” said Lazaro Hernandez of Proenza Schouler. “Having a
runway show in the Forbidden City while being surrounded by
urban Beijing was a memorable moment of the trip.” The designers
were selected by Vogue Editor-in-Chief Anna Wintour and the
Council of Fashion Designers of America as part of a joint Fashion
Fund program.

On her own trip to China a few years ago, Wintour noted that US
labels didn’t have the same presence as their European counter-

parts. If there’s anyone in a position to change that, it’s probably
Wintour, especially with the mentoring-focused CFDA and the
financial support of Silas Chou, who helped bankroll Michael Kors.
“There’s a market for less-known names, not the household names
yet - something special and personal,” Wintour said during a recent
phone interview. “One of the reasons the European houses went to
China is that they needed to expand. The U.S. didn’t have that sense
of need at the time, but young designers are working in a very dif-
ferent environment when a Ralph Lauren was their age and they are
thinking in a very different way. They are thinking globally.”

The Rag & Bone designers flew to Beijing from London, where
they had just put on a menswear show. “We were already halfway
around the world, so we got up the next morning and went the rest
of the way,” Wainwright joked.

Keren Craig represented Marchesa while her partner, Georgina
Chapman, stayed home with her newborn son. Although a sea-
soned traveler, including several trips to India, Craig had never been
to China. “For a country so full of people, I was amazed at how open
it felt. It didn’t feel as bustling as I was expecting,” she said. Craig
learned that Chinese customers are enthralled with travel, and
Marchesa happens to be launching a collection called Voyage this
year. “It was great feedback to feel like we’re going in the right direc-
tion. It was very exciting.”

Marchesa already has “leaned quite heavily” on Chinese-style

embroidery and traditional colors, but Craig imagines future collec-
tions will aim to capture the intricacy of the architecture and art that
she saw. (If she could figure out how to do it, she’d also capture the
exciting and awesome feeling of whooshing down a toboggan at
the Great Wall, which was a highlight of her trip.)

Wintour said an exchange program such as this or the one the
CFDA does in Paris is the next generation of trunk shows, where
designers talk with customers who buy straight from miniature run-
ways set up in department stores. Now, huge houses such as Chanel
will stage versions of their fashion-week catwalks in far-flung places
to keep that personal connection to their markets and the people
who live there.

“I would love to bring a group of designers to India next,”
Wintour said. Neville said his visit will be invaluable as his brand tries
to grow in China. “We’ve traveled a lot to different places on the
planet, and this felt like a different world. You need some local
expertise and partners to help guide you.” Does it matter that two
other labels got the same insight? Not at all, Neville said. “It’s not like
there isn’t room for all of us.”— AP

(From left) Rag & Bone designers Marcus Wainwright and
David Neville, right, with Proenza Schouler designer Lazaro
Hernandez during preparations for a fashion show by New
York-based designers in Beijing, China. — AP photos

A model wearing a red Marchesa gown with
gold embroidery during a fashion show by
New York-based designers.

Proenza Schouler designer Jack McCollough, right, primping a model in
preparation for a fashion show by New York-based designers in Beijing.
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Ihad mountains of ideas about what I wanted to do with my
dorm room, and after I moved off-campus, my house space: A
new chair for the desk that was stacked with packing boxes of

desk supplies and books. A captivating mural for the wall that was
hidden behind shoe boxes.  An Anthropologie quilt for the bed
that was covered with bags of winter sweaters, stuffed toys and
linens. And a rug for the floor that was buried beneath a sea of suit-
cases and duffel bags. See the trend?

When I moved in I had a load of ideas to revamp and decorate
my room, but my space was being overrun with boxes and lug-
gage. From my days living in the dorms and at my current off-cam-
pus space, I was able to find storage for most of my items, but I still
had a few boxes left unpacked.

Most people probably don’t have hours of time for organization,
but living in a dorm, apartment or small house, there is not much
room for disorganization. Literally. I devised a few easy, DIY storage
ideas that are easy on the eyes and equally easy on the wallet. No,
I’m not dumping my stuff.

Bagging it
The first step to creating a place for your things is deciding what

deserves a home and what does not. Most college students have
done the “big chop” by downsizing to only the “necessities.” But if
too much is left over, another chop might be in order. Cutting
down was difficult for me, especially when it came to clothing. But
storing my off-season items cleared a lot of space in my closet.
Here’s a tip to decide what goes and what stays: Look at it, and if
you cannot make a decision to keep within five seconds, it just
might end up on a shelf all season. DIY: Here is my quick and easy
way to store off-season clothing and other items. Vacuum seal bags
can get pricey, and this is a less expensive way to go. You’ll need:
•      A few large garbage bags (Wal-Mart, $7.48)
•      A vacuum with a detachable hose (Wal-Mart $14.84)
•      A plastic storage container (Lowe’s, $4.98)

Package folded clothes and extra items in a garbage bag. Insert
the vacuum hose into the opening of the bag and hold the bag
tightly around the hose. Vacuum the air from the bag until it is flat
and air is gone from the bag. Still holding tightly around the bag

Insert the vacuum hose into the opening
of the bag and hold the bag tightly
around the hose. — MCT photos

Measure for the center of each plate and where you’ll place
the vases in making jewelry stand.

Instead of a dresser, consider a cube storage system; open spaces might be easier to keep neat. A jewelry stand modeled after a cake
stand is the sweetest and most customiz-
able.

Glue as many hooks as necessary around the edges of the top
plates. Let your creation stand for at least 24 hours before
adding jewelry.

Items needed for DIY jewelry stand include 2-3 plates
(Goodwill, 25 to 50 cents each); 1-2 vases (Goodwill, 50 cents
each); something to fill a clear vase, if using; and hooks (Wal-
Mart, pack of 8 for 98 cents).

Once satisfied with your DIY jewelry stand, put it together
using super glue or a glue gun with high heat glue sticks.
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opening, twist it and knot it. Store vacuumed bags in containers in
a cool, dry place. I sent some of my tubs back to my parents’ house
and will retrieve them when needed, and I keep some tubs under
the bed.

Sweetest jewelry stand
I confess, I have enough chains and bracelets to put fake gold

and silver teeth on at least 10 rap artists, but in my new place I had
no idea where to put them. I had too many to put in a jewelry box,
and professional jewelry cases were out of my price range. I needed
something tall enough and with enough hooks to hold my collec-
tion and then some. I decided to create my own jewelry stand
modeled after a cake stand.

DIY: So I made the sweetest and most customizable jewelry
stand. No need for the expensive stuff; nothing in this project cost
more than $1. You’ll need:
•      2-3 plates (Goodwill, 25 to 50 cents each)
•      1-2 vases (Goodwill, 50 cents each)
•      Something to fill a clear vase, if using
•      Hooks (Wal-Mart, pack of 8, 98 cents)

Wash all plates and vases. Once dry, measure for the center of
each plate; it’s where you’ll place the vases. Assemble the stand
(plate, vase, plate, vase, plate) and test it before gluing to be sure it
is balanced and centered. If any of your vases are transparent, fill it
with beads or stones to add color if you’d like. Once satisfied with
the stand, put it together using super glue or a glue gun with high
heat glue sticks. Glue as many hooks as necessary around the
edges of the top two plates. Let your creation stand for at least 24
hours before adding jewelry.

All-in-one shadow box
It’s the little things that make up life and most of our room clut-

ter. A shadow box can be an easy way to create storage for extra
items. Shadow boxes are simple wooden boxes with clear win-
dows. Using shadow boxes for storage can move items off desks or
dressers and onto the walls.

DIY: All you need are:
•      Shadow box (Michael’s craft store, $9.99)
•      Paint (Hobby Lobby, $5.99)
•      Sponge brush (Wal-Mart, 68 cents)
•      Foam board (Wal-Mart, $1.48)
•      X-Acto knife (Hobby Lobby, $3.99)
•      Craft paper, optional (Michael’s craft store, 19 cents a sheet)

For shelves, measure the length and depth of the box. Cut strips
from the foam board accordingly. I made my strips a millimeter
longer so they would fit tighter. Set strips aside. Measure the paper
to line the inside back of the box and set aside. Paint box the
desired color and let dry completely before final assembly. Glue
down craft paper; paint it if desired. Use hot glue on the shelves for
sturdiness. Let dry completely before mounting and use.

Putting things where I can see them
Growing up, if I could not see the mess, it wasn’t there. So for

me, open spaces make for neater rooms. Instead of buying a five-
drawer dresser, I opted for a cube storage system. The openness of
the cubes made me conscious of my clothing and other items, so I
was neater with more room to spare. This furniture style is trend-
ing now, with its sleek and modern style. I took what originally was
meant to be a bookcase and repurposed it with a few cloth bas-
kets. That way, I was able to organize my clothing without it taking
up too much space. I built my storage system myself using the
Sauder Beginnings Collection Organizer Bookcase (Wal-Mart,
$29.88). — MCT

A few easy, DIY storage ideas that is easy on the eyes and
equally easy on the wallet. For this shadow box, measure the
paper to line the inside back of the box and set aside.

Supplies are gathered for DIY shadow boxes, which are sim-
ple wooden boxes with clear windows. Using shadow boxes
for storage can move items off desks or dressers and onto the
walls.

A few easy, DIY storage ideas that are easy on the eyes and
equally easy on the wallet include this shadow box. 

A few easy, DIY storage ideas that is easy on the eyes and
equally easy on the wallet. For this shadow box, paint box
the desired color and let dry completely before final assem-
bly.

A few easy, DIY storage ideas that are easy on the eyes and
equally easy on the wallet. For shelves on a shadow box,
measure the length and depth of the box.

A jewelry stand modeled after a cake stand is the sweetest
and most customizable.

If any of your vases are transparent, fill it with beads or
stones to add color when making jewelry stand.
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Fighting wildland fires is grimy, exhausting, dangerous and
impressive. When smokejumpers do the work, parachuting in to
wage the initial attack on fires in remote, rugged places, the

wow factor is even stronger. The smokejumper training base in
Missoula gives visitors a look at the preparation and skill required of
men and women who work as smokejumpers. Throughout the sum-
mer, tours are offered six times a day at the Aerial Fire Depot and
Smokejumper Center just west of Missoula International Airport.

The training base is also a fascinating place to start a Missoula stay
of a weekend or longer. The city embraced by the Rockies invites
riverside strolls, fishing, carousel rides, gallery browsing and a not-too-
taxing ascent up part of the University of Montana’s mountain. People
who come to Montana for one of its biggest attractions, Glacier
National Park, will find Missoula an easy springboard. The park is 155
road miles (250 kilometers) from here.

The smokejumper base, one of nine in the western states and
Alaska, has parachutes spread out for repair and repacking, and a
“ready room” that gets busy fast when a crew mobilizes for a fire.
Visitors can also view exhibits of firefighting gear and learn some of
the history of smokejumping, now the seasonal work of about 470
men and women employed by the US Forest Service and the US
Bureau of Land Management.

About 60 smokejumpers are based in Missoula. If some of them
make practice jumps during a tour, visitors get to watch. The first
descent in smokejumping history was in 1940, over Idaho’s Nez Perce
National Forest. That was five years after a Forest Service regional boss
sent a letter to higher-ups in Washington criticizing the idea of “drop-
ping men from airplanes” to fight fires and suggesting that “all para-
chute jumpers are more or less crazy - just a little bit unbalanced, oth-
erwise they wouldn’t be engaged in such a hazardous undertaking.”
The letter is on exhibit at the smokejumper center.

There’s also a mock-up of a fire lookout. The small structures are
still staffed in national forests, but they’re less important thanks to bet-
ter ways of detecting fire through aviation and technology.
Furnishings include a bed used by the late Norman Maclean at Seeley
Lake, north of Missoula, when he wrote “A River Runs Through It and
Other Stories,” about fishing, and “Young Men and Fire,” about the
loss of 13 men, 12 of them smokejumpers, overrun by Montana’s
Mann Gulch fire in 1949.

The smokejumper base is part of a Forest Service complex of build-
ings also occupied by the agency’s Missoula Technology and
Development Center. Work there has contributed to the design and
construction of the clothing firefighters wear, and the personal safety
shelters they carry. Missoula specialists in the shelters’ development
and use went to Arizona in July to assist in the investigation after a 19-
man ground crew died on June 30 while battling the Yarnell Hill fire
southwest of Prescott, Ariz. Tours by appointment are available at the

technology and development center, where work ranges from testing
chemical fire retardants to designing gate latches and campground
water pumps for people with disabilities. Missoula’s highly walkable
downtown is less than 10 miles (16 kilometers) from the smoke-
jumper base, and there are plenty of things to do in and around the
city. For a view from above, take a 30-minute hike part of the way up
Mount Sentinel, overlooking the University of Montana, to a 125-foot-
long (38-meter-long) “M” positioned 620 feet (189 meters) above the
Missoula Valley floor. The remaining trail from the whitewashed letter
to the mountaintop covers about a mile (1.6 kilometers), and an eleva-
tion gain of 1,338 feet (408 meters). From the base of Mount Sentinel,
it’s a short walk through the campus to paths on both sides of the
Clark Fork River.

The path on the south bank fronts a historic former railroad depot,
now the national headquarters of the Boone and Crockett Club, a
hunting and wildlife organization. Just inside the front door stand
taxidermied specimens of an Alaska brown bear, a musk ox and other
wild vertebrates. Displays highlight some of the contributions of club
pioneers Theodore Roosevelt and George Bird Grinnell, who was one
of the Audubon Society founders and a key figure in establishing
Glacier National Park 100 years ago.

Across a bridge with a walkway, the Caras Park carousel with hand-
carved horses spins on the river’s north bank. Within view of the
carousel, anglers cast their lines on the Clark Fork and kayakers
maneuver through its engineered whitewater, called Brennan’s Wave,

which drew the US Freestyle Kayaking Championships in 2010.
Caras Park, a summer place for food fairs and special events such

as art festivals, is adjacent to the downtown shopping district and
nicely endowed with restaurants and galleries. The first Friday of each
month is Gallery Night, when artists are on hand to meet the public
and some of the galleries set out food and wine. In the summer, street
performers and vendors settle into spots on the sidewalks.

Missoula’s lodging downtown and beyond offers assorted chains,
some locally owned motels and a few bed-and-breakfast inns. For
people who plan ahead with reservations and are willing to do some
driving, old fire lookouts that the Forest Service rents out - places akin
to the replica at the smokejumper base - are an option for memo-
rable, primitive accommodations. They’re a destination, not a place
for evening arrival after a city day.

Rentals include the Lolo National Forest’s West Fork Butte
Lookout, about 50 miles (80 kilometers) from Missoula. On the ground
rather than elevated, the 14-by-14-foot (4-by-4-meter) lookout avail-
able for $30 a night offers expansive views of the Bitterroot Mountains
and has a wood-burning stove, dishes, cookware and an outhouse.
Renters supply the bedding or sleeping bags for the bunks, and build
the memories. — AP

A smokejumper preparing gear and supplies.
— AP photos

An exhibit at the visitor center for Missoula’s
Aerial Fire Depot and Smokejumper Center
in Missoula, Mont.

A smokejumper descending through the air. Kayakers enjoying the froth on the Clark
Fork River in Missoula, Mont.

This undated photo provided by the Missoula Smokejumper
Base in Missoula, Mont, shows smokejumpers with their gear.

The Boone and Crockett Club, in a former railroad depot,
along a walking and bicycle path next to the Clark Fork River.



SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2013

Forget the politics. When Texas State
Senator Wendy Davis filibustered last
month in a designer suit and colorful

sneakers, she sparked a fashion trend. Partly to
make a political statement, many men and
women began honoring the “Rouge Red” Wave
Runner sneaker by Mizuno that Davis wore by
buying and wearing the sneakers a way to say
they stand with her and her ultimately unsuc-
cessful campaign to stop a Texas law curtailing
access to abortion.

The rush to buy the sneakers doubled the
shoemaker’s website traffic and re-animated a
trend toward brightly colored trainers as a go-
to statement shoe. Davis and her followers
stumbled onto something stylish people have
known for years: There’s only one “comfort”
shoe that brings its own portion of chic to an
outfit a sleek sneaker.

Fashion editors and other women whose
jobs require them to look chic while constantly
on their feet have always gravitated toward the
high-style quotient of cool trainers or the clas-

sic edge of a low-top Converse All Star. Nothing
says “I have style for days but don’t need to
impress you” like a sharp suit paired with a pair
of cool kicks and a killer bag. The look works
equally well on men.

Isabel Marant’s covetable wedge sneaker
kick-started the latest statement sneaker trend
a few years ago and spawned a zillion knock-
offs, giving high heel-loving fashionistas a way
to look stylish and sporty at the same time. The
trend has brought about a reboot of classic
brands such as Converse with new fabrics and
patterns and embellishments on its iconic
Chuck Taylor All Stars and Jack Purcells.
Updated details such as bright color, studs and
prints also adorn styles at Orange County, Calif.-
based Vans, etnies and DC Shoes. Vans has just
partnered with Hello Kitty for a special collec-
tion of its popular skate shoes.—MCT

Designer and colorful sneakers are the fashion trend. Designer and colorful sneakers are the fashion trend. — MCT photos

Designer and colorful sneakers are the fashion trend.

Flying cars. Waterproof living rooms that you clean with a hose. A
pool on every rooftop. Many of the old dreams and schemes
about daily life in the 21st century didn’t come true - at least not

yet. Author Gregory Benford has gathered them - along with more
successful predictions - in a book, “The Wonderful Future that Never
Was” (Hearst, 2012). Some of the imaginative ideas just weren’t imagi-
native enough, he says.

“Failures usually assumed that bigger would always be better -
vast domed cities, floating airports, personal helicopters, tunnels
across continents,” Benford says. Forecasters didn’t realize that being
able to invent something wasn’t enough. “Just because high-tech
change is possible doesn’t mean we always want it,” says James B.
Meigs, editor-in-chief of Popular Mechanics magazine, noting the
slow-food and handmade-crafts movements as high-tech counter-
points. “Sometimes affluence gives us the options to choose more tra-
ditional things. We choose clothing out of wool rather than synthet-
ics.”

Two well-known failures: flying cars and jet packs. George Jetson
kissed his wife then flew his car to work in the TV cartoon series
launched in the 1960s, while TV’s Buck Rogers thrilled kids of the
1950s by fighting evil invaders wearing a jet pack. Such depictions
created a hunger for personal flying devices, but that wasn’t enough
to make them a reality.

“People have produced (both) those,” says Benford. “It’s just that
neither is particularly good at being a plane or a car.” A physics profes-
sor at the University of California at Irvine and a science fiction writer,
Benford culled scientists’ predictions from the early 1900s through
the late 1960s from Popular Mechanics for this and another book,
“The Amazing Weapons that Never Were” (Hearst, 2012).

“In the year 1900, everyone knew that technology drove their
world and would drive the future even harder,” Benford writes. “That
was the single most prescient ‘prediction’ of the 20th century.” At
mid-century, plastics seemed to offer all kinds of possibilities: Take the
magazine’s 1950 prediction that housewives in the year 2000 would
clean house with a hose. Everything - rugs, drapes, furniture - would
be waterproof, and the water would run down a drain in the floor.

Among the idea’s many drawbacks, which include how uncom-

fortable such decor would be, forecasters forgot one vital detail:
Electricity powers our homes, and it doesn’t mix well with water.
Remember how we used to think we’d have robots cleaning clean our
homes, cooking our food, tending to our children? Sadly, that one
doesn’t look promising, Meigs contends. Robots do fine on an auto-
mated factory line with one, simple task, but the home environment
requires an adaptability that robots can’t muster.

“Getting someone to do the dishes, butter toast, organize the
shoes in your closet. Those are doable but really tricky for a robot,”
says Meigs. “They have to improvise, and you know if humans are
involved, you’ll open the refrigerator and the butter won’t be in the
same place.” Yet 50 percent of the predictions that Benford unearthed
in the magazine have come true, at least in part. The “picture phone”
was predicted in 1956, for example; see today’s Skype calls on the
Internet. And those rooftop pools? They were proposed in 1928 as a
way to cool homes. Air-conditioning later proved them unnecessary,
but Meigs says the theory behind them exists in practice: as evapora-
tive coolers on home and office rooftops.—AP

This publicity photo released by courtesy of Hearst
Communications Inc. shows an illustration from the book
‘The Wonderful Future that Never Wasî (Hearst, 2012), by
author Gregory Benford, who culled scientists’ and others’
predictions from the early 1900s through the late í60s from
‘Popular Mechanics’ magazine. — AP photos

The cover of the book ‘The Wonderful Future that Never Was’
(Hearst, 2012), by author Gregory Benford, who culled scien-
tists’ and others’ predictions from the early 1900s through
the late ‘60s from ‘Popular Mechanics’ magazine. 
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TURKMENISTAN: When Turkmen mother Selbi  Dzhafarova
wanted to buy a toy car for her son’s birthday, he burst into tears.
“He asked us to buy him a computer instead,” she said.  Her son
Arslan’s wish was hardly different from the wishes of young boys
all over the world except that the nine-year-old lives in the her-
mit ex-Soviet state of Turkmenistan where Internet access for
most private users was banned until just a few years ago. “We
had to do it,” Dzhafarova told AFP while shopping at a market in
the capital Ashgabat. Needing a computer “is already an every-
day reality and not a child’s whim”, she said.

Turkmenistan, an energy-rich Central Asian nation bordering
Afghanistan and Iran, was for two decades ruled by dictator
Saparmurat Niyazov, best remembered for his bizarre personality
cult complete with gold statues, his own philosophy book and
deep suspicion of cyberspace. Under Niyazov, who claimed that

Western novelties were “foreign to the mentality of our people”,
only a handful of outlets like Western companies, several col-
leges and hotels were connected to the Internet.

After his death in 2007, the country has taken cautious steps
to dismantle his legacy. The first two Internet cafes opened in
Ashgabat two days after the inauguration of the new president,
Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov. Soon more cyber cafes opened,
each adorned with a portrait of the new leader, while schools
and universities started receiving computers. On September 1,
children starting primary school across the country are set to
receive over 190,000 Lenovo netbook computers from the edu-
cation ministry on the president’s orders.

“Our experience of conducting classes with the use of digital
assistants has shown a significant increase of our young citizens’
interest in studies,” Berdymukhamedov said in televised remarks.

But for all its purported readiness to embrace the digital age, the
government is not planning to loosen its tight grip over the
Internet any time soon. Access is regulated by state firm
TurkmenTelekom, which became a monopoly in 2000 when sev-
eral independent providers lost their licences and the few
Internet cafes in existence shut up shop. Getting online is a
pricey affair: the company charges nearly $7,000 (5,300 euros)
per month for unlimited Internet at a zippy 2,048 kilobytes per
second.

By comparison, GDP per capita in Turkmenistan is estimated
by the US Central Intelligence Agency’s latest World Factbook to
be $8,900. At the country’s several dozen cyber cafes, visitors are
required to show their passports to use the Internet. An hour-
long session costs 6 manats ($2.1).  Wifi is only available at the
few expensive hotels that usually cater to foreigners.—AFP

Isolated Turkmenistan bows to Internet age
TURKMENISTAN: Undated photo shows people attending one of the official state ceremonies
in Ashgabat with laptops in front of them. — AFP photos

TURKMENISTAN: Children enjoy computers in a computer centre in Ashgabat. 

CALIFORNIA:  Photo shows a sign seen at Facebook headquarters in Menlo
Park. — AP

Apple’s smartphone
market share slips

NEW YORK: A new report shows that Apple’s share of the global smart-
phone market fell during the second quarter to its lowest level in four
years. Apple had 13.1 percent of the worldwide market, ABI Research said
yesterday, down from 16.6 percent a year ago. That’s the lowest level
since the third quarter of 2009, two years after the launch of the first
iPhone.

Apple sold 31.2 million iPhones in the April-to-June period, according
to ABI, up from 26 million in the same period a year ago. But the compa-
ny’s sales growth isn’t keeping pace with the overall smartphone market,
which grew 52 percent from last year. Samsung, the world’s largest mak-
er of smartphones, also saw a drop in market share. — AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook’s stock is flying high after
the world’s biggest social network posted higher rev-
enue from mobile ads and delivered a healthy second-
quarter profit that reversed a loss in the same period a
year ago. The results, which come on the heels of weak-
er-than-expected results from online search leader
Google Inc, signal that Facebook’s aggressive push into
the mobile advertising market continues to pay off. The
company began showing mobile advertisements for
the first time last spring. On Wednesday, Facebook said
mobile ads accounted for a whopping 41 percent of its
total advertising revenue.

The Menlo Park, Calif-based company’s stock
jumped $4.48, or 17 percent, to $30.99 in extended
trading. The shares had closed the regular trading ses-
sion at $26.51. Facebook’s stock priced at $38 when the
company went public in May 2012, but hasn’t hit that
level since. “I’m completely surprised,” said Gartner ana-
lyst Brian Blau, summing up the sentiments of many
investors who’ve watched Facebook’s stock price stag-
nate over the past year due in large part to concerns
about its mobile prospects. “I was actually thinking that
maybe they would have a soft quarter,” he added, citing
a softening of display advertising revenue - Facebook’s
bread and butter - across the industry. “That seems not
to be the case.”

Facebook Inc. earned $333 million, or 13 cents per
share, in the April-June period. That’s up from a loss of
$157 million, or 8 cents per share, in the same period a
year ago. Adjusted earnings were $488 million, or 19
cents per share in the latest quarter, above the 14 cents
that analysts were expecting. Facebook’s revenue grew
53 percent to $1.81 billion from $1.18 billion, well above
the $1.62 million that analysts polled by FactSet were
expecting. The company has also quickened the pace of
its revenue growth. In the first quarter, revenue grew 38

percent and in the fourth quarter of last year, 40 per-
cent.

Jefferies analyst Brian Pitz called the quarter’s results
“impressive” and noted that Facebook saw its highest
revenue growth since the fourth quarter of 2011, when
it was still a private company. Mobile ad revenue was
$655.6 million, or 41 percent of the quarter’s total adver-
tising revenue of $1.6 billion. In the first quarter, mobile
accounted for 30 percent of total ad revenue. “We’ve
made good progress growing our community, deepen-
ing engagement and delivering strong financial results,
especially on mobile,” said CEO Mark Zuckerberg, in a
statement. “The work we’ve done to make mobile the
best Facebook experience is showing good results and
provides us with a solid foundation for the future.”

Research firm eMarketer expects Facebook to
increase its mobile advertising revenue more than four-
fold to over $2 billion this year. This would give the
company a 13 percent share of the global mobile ad
market, up from about 5 percent last year. That said,
Google is a distant No. 1 when it comes to mobile ads.
EMarketer estimates that the company held a 52 per-
cent share of the global $8.8 billion mobile ad market
last year. This year, the firm expects Google’s share to
grow to 56 percent.

In a conference call with analysts, Zuckerberg sought
to ease concerns that teenagers are growing tired of
Facebook and flocking to newer, hipper services such as
(Facebook-owned) Instagram. “Based on our data, that
isn’t true,” he said. “It’s difficult to measure this perfectly
since some young people lie about their age, but based
on the best data we have, we believe we have close to
fully penetrated in the US teen demographic for a while,
and the number of teens using Facebook on a daily and
monthly basis has been steady over the past year and a
half.”—AP

Facebook soars after Q2
results beat estimates
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NEW YORK: Over the past few weeks, three major US wireless
providers unveiled plans to combat phone envy: Let’s say you just
bought a phone, and then one with better features comes out a
month later. You no longer have to wait a full two years to get it.
Instead, you pay a monthly fee. The phone companies call them
installment plans, but I think of them as phone rental. Before you
pay off the cost of the phone, you’re entitled to hand it back in to
get a new one - every six months with Verizon Wireless or T-
Mobile or every year with AT&T. It’s a good deal for some people
on T-Mobile. Unlike the rival plans, T-Mobile’s Jump comes with
insurance to cover loss and damage. And it doesn’t add that
much to the cost of the phone. With Verizon’s Edge and AT&T’s
Next, you’re essentially paying for the same phone twice.

First, a quick explanation of how phone bills work. When you
buy an iPhone 5, you might pay $200 for it, but it actually costs
$650. Your phone company covers the difference and makes it up
over the life of the two-year service contract. On the phone bill, it
just appears as a service fee for voice, text and data. But that fee
actually includes an amount that helps the phone companies
cover the difference. The service fee doesn’t go down, however,
even after you’ve covered the difference, or paid the phone off.
With AT&T’s and Verizon’s installment plans, you’re paying the full
$650 for the iPhone, spread out over 20 or 24 months. But once
again, the service fee doesn’t go down, even though there’s no
“difference” the phone companies need to make up. So you’re
paying for the phone through the installment payments, plus
what’s baked into the service fee.

Earlier this year, T-Mobile broke the service fee into two fees -
one for the actual service, and one for the phone. So once you’ve
paid off the phone, your total bill goes down. And if you sign up
for Jump, you’re paying a $10 monthly fee for that, mostly for the
insurance, but you’re not paying for the phone twice. Even
though you’re paying more for the phone with Verizon’s and
AT&T’s plans, it might still be worthwhile if you’re already plan-
ning to upgrade more frequently than every other year. Both take
the hassle out of trying to sell your old device. Here’s a closer look
at the three plans to see if they are right for you. I’m using prices
for Samsung’s Galaxy S4 in the calculations, so actual costs may
vary. Keep in mind all three plans are optional, so you can still buy
phones the old way.

JUMP, from T-Mobile US Inc
Availability: Started July 14.

How it works: T-Mobile charges $150 up front and $20 a
month over two years for the Galaxy S4. Whether or not you get
Jump, you pay that and the regular service charges for voice, tex-
ting and data. With the Jump plan, you get a charge of $10 a
month on top of all that. Six months after you first sign up for
Jump, you’re entitled to two phone upgrades every 12 months.
You can upgrade twice in the same month, but you’d have to
wait a full year for the next one. It’s better to spread upgrades out
to about six months apart. If you lose or damage your phone: No
problem. The Jump plan replaces insurance, which typically costs
$8 a month. So it’s just $2 a month more for those who already
get insurance to replace phones that get lost, don’t work, have
water damage or have cracked screens. If you just want an
upgrade: Simply turn in your old phone when you get your new
one. T-Mobile will refurbish and resell it.

The catch: T-Mobile charges a down payment - $150 in the
case of Galaxy S4. It’s the same as you pay when you get your first
phone, but you’ll be paying that each time you upgrade. If your
phone is lost or damaged, and it’s not covered by warranty, you
pay a deductible of up to $175. In that case, there’s no down pay-
ment if you are replacing it with the same model, but you have to
pay both the deductible and the down payment if you want to
upgrade to a different model.

Cost analysis: You break even at 16 months. That is, you have
$160 left in payments for your phone, which gets waived when
you upgrade through Jump. But you have paid $160 for Jump by
that point. At month 17, you pay more for Jump than what you
would have to make up in remaining installments. But Jump
gives you insurance during that period. You’re better off with
Jump if you upgrade before the 16-month mark, but it’s still more
expensive than waiting out the two years, when the phone is nor-
mally due for an upgrade. Let’s say you upgrade the maximum
twice a year. That’s three extra phones over those two years. The
fourth is the one you would have gotten anyway when the two
years are up. At Galaxy S4 prices, that works out to $690 over two
years for the luxury - $450 for the phones and $240 for the cost of
Jump. If you would have gotten insurance anyway, figure you’re
paying just $498 more.

If you upgrade every other year, you’re paying an extra $390
over two years - $150 for the additional phone and $240 for
Jump. Again, this assumes you would have upgraded anyway
after two years. If you would have gotten insurance anyway, it’s
$198. Bottom line: Get it only if you already plan to get insurance
or if you want a new phone before 16 months.

NEXT, from AT&T Inc
Availability: Coming this Friday.

How it works: There’s no down payment or upgrade fee. You
simply pay the full cost of the phone over 20 months. For
instance, the full retail price of the Galaxy S4 is $640, or $32 a
month. You’re eligible to exchange your phone for a new one in
12 months. Payments stop after 20 months if you decide to keep
the phone. If you lose or damage your phone: Insurance is not
included, so you’re responsible for that. The phone you turn in
must be working and in good physical condition -so no cracked
screens. If you just want an upgrade: After 12 months, you can
turn in the old phone for a new one. After 20 months, you keep
the old phone when you upgrade.

The catch: You’re essentially paying twice for the phone.
Cost analysis: Normally, you pay $200 up front, so for a $640

phone, you’re paying $440 extra per device to upgrade every year
instead of every two years. If you do upgrade, payments don’t
stop after 20 months. Over two years, those monthly fees add up
to $568 above the $200 you would have normally paid.

Without the plan, you could simply break the contract after 12
months and pay $478 for a new phone and for activation, termi-
nation and upgrade fees. You can also make about $300 of that
back by selling the old phone. With AT&T Next, you have to turn
in that phone to receive your upgrade.

Bottom line: Get it only if you plan to upgrade once a year and
don’t want to deal with the hassle of reselling your old phone.

EDGE, from Verizon Wireless Availability: Coming Aug 25.
How it works: It’s similar to AT&T Next, except you’re spread-

ing the cost over 24 months. The full price of the Galaxy S4 is $650
at Verizon, so that’s about $27 a month. You can get a new phone
in six months, rather than the full year under AT&T’s plan.
Payments stop after 24 months if you keep the phone. If you lose
or damage your phone: Like AT&T’s plan, Verizon Edge doesn’t
include insurance. Phones must be in working condition and
can’t have damage such as cracked screens. If you just want an
upgrade: After six months, you can upgrade your phone by turn-
ing the old one in. After 24 months, you keep the old phone.

The catch: You’re essentially paying twice for the phone. In
order to upgrade, you must already have paid at least 50 percent
of the cost of the phone. You hit that threshold after one year, so
if you upgrade six months early, you have six months of pay-
ments to make right away to be eligible. Your new phone comes
with new installment payments, even though you’ve just covered
the next six months of payments. You’re essentially doubling the
payments over those six months.

Cost analysis: Normally, you pay $200 up front, so for a $650
phone, $450 is the minimum premium you pay to upgrade more
frequently. If you haven’t reached the 50 percent threshold yet,
you’ll be paying even more. Upgrade every six months as
allowed, and you face 12 additional monthly payments over two
years (six each year). Those 12 payments add up to $325, assum-
ing the same retail price for the Galaxy S4 replacement. With the
additional $450 you’re already paying over the normal way of
buying phones, you’re paying an extra $775 over two years to
upgrade every six months. As is the case with AT&T, you might be
better off breaking a contract and trying to resell the old phone,
but Edge removes the hassle. Bottom line: Get it only if you plan
to upgrade at least once a year and don’t want to deal with the
hassle of reselling your old phone. But try to at least wait out a
year, rather than succumb to temptations after six months.

Another look
I can wait two years for a new phone rather than pay several

hundred dollars extra. So can a lot of people I know. But I’m sure
there are a lot of people who absolutely must have the latest and
the greatest. If you upgrade every other year, these are your addi-
tional costs over two years: $390 with T Mobile, $450 with Verizon
and $568 with AT&T. If you get insurance through T-Mobile any-
way, then the additional cost is just $198. If you upgrade every six
months, you pay an additional $690 over two years with T-Mobile
and $775 with Verizon. If you get insurance, the additional cost
with T-Mobile is $498. You can’t upgrade that frequently with
AT&T. Once again, calculations use Galaxy S4 prices and assume
the same prices for the upgraded model.—AP

New phone upgrade plans akin to renting

Tech Tips

Japan team develops 
micro-thin 

electric circuit
TOKYO: A flexible electrical circuit one-fifth the thickness of food
wrap and weighing less than a feather could improve the move-
ment of artificial limbs by tapping into signals from the brain, its
Japanese developers say. The team at the University of Tokyo
said the device, embedded in to an ultra-thin film, is unique since
it works even after it has been crumpled into a ball or stretched.
Researchers unveiling the circuit said it could be used to monitor
all sorts of physical data, such as body temperature and blood
pressure as well as electronic pulses from muscles or the heart.

For people who can only move their tongue, the sheet might
be placed on the roof of the mouth and serve as a touch pad to
operate a communications device, team members said. “This can
be attached to all sorts of surfaces and does not limit the move-
ment of the person wearing it,” said professor Takao Someya of
his research, which was published in the journal Nature on
Wednesday. Healthcare sensors often use silicon and other rela-
tively rigid materials that can cause their users some discomfort.

The new flexible circuits should reduce or even eliminate the
stress, he said. Super-thin sensors could improve the lives of
people who use artificial arms and legs, the research claims.
Wrapped around arms or other body parts, they would pick up
nerve signals the wearer’s brain sends to the muscles when
attempting to move, and pass the impulses to the limbs. Their
flexibility means that people could put on more sensors that
would be able to pick up biosignals at a far greater number of
places, resulting in smoother, improved movements of artificial
limbs, researchers said. 

The circuit could also be used as a shock-proof sensor for
athletes, watching the body temperature and heartbeats during
vigorous exercise. The circuit is just two micrometres thick-food
wrap used in kitchens is typically 10 micrometers-and weighs
only three grams (0.1 ounce) per square meter, Someya said.
The product is so thin and light that, when dropped in the air, it
falls while gently rolling and rocking, much slower than a bird’s
feather. Its creation became possible after the team succeeded
in creating a high-quality, super-thin insulating layer, Someya
said.—AFP

TOKYO:Japan’s University of Tokyo professor Takao Someya
unveils the world’s lightest and thinnest (2 micrometers) flexi-
ble integrated circuits and touch sensor system for stress-free
wearable healthcare sensors at a press conference in Tokyo.
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14:10 Robson’s New Extreme Fishing
Challenge
15:05 Robson’s New Extreme Fishing
Challenge
16:00 Robson’s New Extreme Fishing
Challenge
16:55 Robson’s New Extreme Fishing
Challenge
17:50 Overhaulin’ 2012
18:45 Gold Divers
19:40 Alaska: The Last Frontier
20:35 Sons Of Guns
21:30 How It’s Made
21:55 How It’s Made
22:25 How It’s Made
22:50 How It’s Made
23:20 How It’s Made
23:45 Extreme Smuggling
00:40 Kidnap And Rescue
01:35 Ultimate Cops

14:20 Gadget Show - World Tour
14:45 Tech Toys 360
15:10 What’s That About?
16:00 X-Machines
16:55 Scrapheap Challenge
17:45 Moon Machines
18:35 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
19:00 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
19:30 What’s That About?
20:20 Human Body: Ultimate Machine
21:10 Gadget Show - World Tour
21:35 How Tech Works
22:00 What’s That About?
22:50 Human Body: Ultimate Machine
23:40 Gadget Show - World Tour
00:05 How Tech Works
00:30 Weird Connections
01:00 Prophets Of Science Fiction
01:50 Prophets Of Science Fiction

14:00 The Glades
15:00 Drop Dead Diva
16:00 Smallville
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 The Glades
19:00 Body Of Proof
20:00 C.S.I. New York
21:00 White Collar
22:00 Downton Abbey
23:00 Smallville
00:00 Drop Dead Diva
01:00 White Collar
02:00 Downton Abbey

05:15 Brandy & Mr Whiskers
05:35 Brandy & Mr Whiskers
06:00 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
06:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
06:35 Jake & The Neverland Pirates
06:45 Suite Life On Deck
07:10 A.N.T Farm

SUMMER CODA ON OSN MOVIES HD 

14:05 What Would Ryan Lochte Do?
14:30 What Would Ryan Lochte Do?
15:00 E!es
15:30 Married To Jonas
16:00 Married To Jonas
16:30 Married To Jonas
17:00 Married To Jonas
17:30 Married To Jonas
18:00 E! News
19:00 THS
20:00 What Would Ryan Lochte Do?
20:30 What Would Ryan Lochte Do?
21:00 Chasing The Saturdays
21:30 Fashion Police
22:30 E! News
23:30 Chelsea Lately
00:00 Scouted
00:55 Style Star
01:25 THS

03:10 Cooked
03:35 Cash In The Attic
04:05 Cash In The Attic
04:30 Bargain Hunt
05:15 Daily Cooks Challenge
05:45 How Not To Decorate
06:30 Cooked
07:00 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
07:50 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
08:45 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
09:35 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
10:30 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
11:20 Cash In The Attic
11:45 Cash In The Attic
12:15 Come Dine With Me
13:05 The Good Cook
13:35 Planet Cake
14:00 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
14:25 Hairy Bikers’ Bake-ation
15:15 Bargain Hunt
16:00 Antiques Roadshow
17:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
18:20 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
19:00 Masterchef: The Professionals
19:30 Masterchef: The Professionals
20:25 Come Dine With Me
21:15 Antiques Roadshow
22:15 Bargain Hunt
23:00 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
23:45 Masterchef: The Professionals
00:15 Masterchef: The Professionals
01:10 Superhomes
02:00 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
02:50 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent

03:00 Food Wars
03:25 Food Wars
03:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:15 Unique Eats
04:40 Chopped
05:30 Iron Chef America
06:10 Food Network Challenge
07:00 Healthy Appetite With Ellie
Krieger
07:25 Healthy Appetite With Ellie
Krieger
07:50 Healthy Appetite With Ellie
Krieger
08:15 Healthy Appetite With Ellie
Krieger
08:40 Cooking For Real
09:05 Cooking For Real
09:30 Cooking For Real
09:55 Cooking For Real
10:20 Tyler’s Ultimate

07:35 Jessie
07:55 That’s So Raven
08:20 That’s So Raven
08:45 Dog With A Blog
09:05 Shake It Up
09:30 Jessie
09:55 Austin And Ally
10:15 A.N.T Farm
10:40 Good Luck Charlie
11:05 Starstruck
12:35 Good Luck Charlie
13:00 Dog With A Blog
13:25 Austin And Ally
13:45 That’s So Raven
14:10 That’s So Raven
14:35 Jessie
15:00 A.N.T. Farm
15:25 Austin And Ally
15:50 Shake It Up
16:10 Dog With A Blog
16:35 A.N.T Farm
17:00 High School Musical 3: Senior
Year
18:45 Cars Toons
18:55 Jessie
19:20 Good Luck Charlie
19:40 Dog With A Blog
20:05 Shake It Up
20:30 Austin And Ally
20:50 A.N.T Farm
21:15 That’s So Raven
21:40 Good Luck Charlie
22:00 Shake It Up
22:25 A.N.T Farm
22:50 Austin And Ally
23:10 Wizards Of Waverly Place
23:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place

00:00 Stitch
00:20 Stitch
00:45 A Kind Of Magic
01:05 A Kind Of Magic
01:30 Emperor’s New School
01:50 Emperor’s New School
02:15 Replacements
02:35 Replacements

10:45 Tyler’s Ultimate
11:10 Tyler’s Ultimate
11:35 Tyler’s Ultimate
12:00 Staten Island Cakes
12:50 Barefoot Contessa
13:15 Barefoot Contessa
13:40 Barefoot Contessa
14:05 Unique Sweets
14:30 Unique Sweets
14:55 Unique Sweets
15:20 Unique Sweets
15:45 Charly’s Cake Angels
16:10 Charly’s Cake Angels
16:35 Reza’s African Kitchen
17:00 Reza’s African Kitchen
17:25 Ultimate Recipe Showdown
18:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:40 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
19:05 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
19:30 Chopped
20:20 Chopped
21:10 Amazing Wedding Cakes
22:00 Food Wars
22:25 Food Wars
22:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:40 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
00:05 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
00:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
00:55 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
01:20 Unwrapped
01:45 Food Wars

04:00 Superman vs. The Elite-PG15
05:15 Puss In Boots-PG
07:00 Beverly Hills Chihuahua 3: Viva
LA Fiesta!-PG
09:00 A View From Here-PG15
10:45 Mission: Impossible - Ghost
Protocol-PG15
13:00 The Makeover-PG15
15:00 Arrietty-FAM
16:45 A View From Here-PG15
18:30 I Don’t Know How She Does It-
PG15
20:00 Bernie-PG15
22:00 The Ides Of March-PG15
00:00 Summer Coda-PG15
02:00 A View From Here-PG15

07:00 Warbirds-PG15
09:00 My Afternoons With
Margueritte-PG15
10:30 Separate Lies-PG15
12:15 Boy-PG15
14:00 Neverland-PG15
17:00 Dangerous Flowers-PG15
19:00 Like Crazy-PG15
21:00 Leaves Of Grass-PG15
23:00 Contraband-18
01:00 Dangerous Flowers-PG15

04:00 I Don’t Know How She Does It-
PG15
06:00 A View From Here-PG15
08:00 Another Harvest Moon-PG15
10:00 I Don’t Know How She Does It-
PG15
12:00 Sherlock Holmes: A Game Of
Shadows-PG15
14:15 Tinker Bell And The Secret Of
The Wings-FAM
16:00 Another Harvest Moon-PG15
18:00 The Three Stooges-PG15
20:00 Damsels In Distress-PG15
22:00 13-PG15
00:00 Failure To Launch-PG15
02:00 Another Harvest Moon-PG15

04:00 True Justice: Violence Of Action-
PG15
06:00 The New Daughter-PG15
08:00 Battlestar Galactica: Blood &
Chrome-PG15
10:00 Romancing The Stone-PG15
12:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
14:00 Battlestar Galactica: Blood &
Chrome-PG15
16:00 The Speed Of Thought-PG15
18:00 Mission To Mars-PG15

00:30 Born To Kill
01:30 Private Crimes
02:00 Private Crimes
03:00 Haunted Encounters: Face To
Face
04:00 Carlos The Jackal
05:00 Crime Stories
06:00 The FBI Files
07:00 Psychic Detectives
07:30 Psychic Detectives
08:00 Psychic Detectives
08:30 Psychic Detectives
09:00 Curious & Unusual Deaths
09:30 Private Crimes
10:00 The FBI Files
11:00 The FBI Files
12:00 The FBI Files
13:00 The FBI Files
14:00 Curious & Unusual Deaths
14:30 Private Crimes
15:00 Born To Kill
16:00 Born To Kill
17:00 Born To Kill
18:00 Born To Kill
19:00 The FBI Files
20:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
20:30 Snapped
21:00 Cold Case Files
22:00 My Ghost Story
23:00 Mobsters

03:00 Friends
03:30 How I Met Your Mother
04:00 Seinfeld
04:30 The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno
06:00 All Of Us
06:30 Arrested Development
07:00 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
08:00 Seinfeld
09:00 How I Met Your Mother
09:30 Go On
10:00 2 Broke Girls
10:30 Arrested Development
11:00 The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno
12:00 All Of Us
12:30 Seinfeld
13:00 Seinfeld
13:30 Arrested Development
14:00 How I Met Your Mother
14:30 2 Broke Girls
15:00 Go On
15:30 The Daily Show
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 All Of Us
17:00 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
18:00 Wilfred
18:30 Happy Endings
19:00 Community
19:30 2 Broke Girls
20:00 The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno
21:00 The Daily Show
21:30 The Colbert Report

13:00 Coach Trip
13:30 Come Dine With Me Ireland
14:00 The Hungry Sailors
15:00 The Jonathan Ross Show
16:00 Paul McCartney & Wings: Band
On
17:00 Celebrity Fit Club USA
18:05 The Chase
19:00 May The Best House Win
20:00 Come Dine With Me Ireland
22:30 Popstar To Operastar
00:00 Marco’s Kitchen Burnout
01:00 Celebrity Fit Club USA

22:00 Saturday Night Live Syndicated
23:30 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
00:30 The Daily Show
01:00 The Colbert Report
01:30 Seinfeld
02:00 Seinfeld
02:30 Friends
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CONTRABAND ON OSN CINEMA

08:00 Barnyard-PG
10:00 Mr. Destiny-PG
12:00 The First Wives Club-PG
14:00 Beethoven-FAM
16:00 Mr. Destiny-PG
18:00 Problem Child-PG
20:00 Back To The Future-PG15
22:00 Tin Cup-PG15
00:15 Hit List-PG15
02:00 Back To The Future-PG15

09:00 The Conspirator-PG15
11:00 Dreamgirls-PG15
13:15 An Inconvenient Truth-PG
15:00 The Conspirator-PG15
17:00 Glee: The Concert Movie-PG15
19:00 Love And Other Impossible
Pursuits-PG15
21:00 The Last Samurai-PG15
23:30 The Last Gamble-18
01:30 The Wild Hunt-PG15

00:30 PGA European Tour Weekly
01:00 The Open Championship 

00:30 PGA European Tour Weekly
01:00 The Open Championship 
09:00 Futbol Mundial
09:30 Super Rugby
11:30 The Open Championship
Highlights
12:00 Live The Open Championship 
21:30 Inside The PGA Tour
22:00 Super Rugby
OSN SPORT 2
00:00 Cricket Test Match
07:00 Live AFL Premiership
10:00 The Open Championship
Highlights
10:30 Live NRL Premiership
12:30 ICC Cricket 360

00:00 AFL Premiership 
02:30 Super League
04:30 NRL Premiership
06:30 Total Rugby
07:00 Super League
09:00 NRL Full Time 
09:30 Live AFL Premiership 
12:30 Live Super Rugby
14:30 Super Rugby 
16:30 Live ITU World Triathlon Series
19:00 Live ITU World Triathlon Series
21:30 AFL Premiership 

00:00 NHL
02:00 UAE National Race Day Series
03:00 Mass Participation
04:30 Adventure Sports
05:00 NHL
07:00 WWE Smackdown
09:00 WWE Bottom Line
10:00 WWE Vintage Collection
11:00 Porsche GT 3 Cup
12:00 NRL Full Time
12:30 Live NRL Premiership
14:30 WWE Smackdown
16:30 WWE Bottom Line
17:30 Prizefighter
20:30 UFC
23:30 UFC The Ultimate Fighter

“Project X” star Thomas Mann
will join Kristen Wiig in the
indie comedy “Welcome to

Me,” which is being produced by Will
Ferrell and Adam McKay as well as Bron
Studios, an individual familiar with the
project has told TheWrap. Wiig stars as a
woman suffering from a personality dis-
order who wins the lottery and decides
to finance a cable access talk show in
which she discusses her life.

Mann will play an art student who is a
big fan of Wiig’s show and has a steamy
encounter with her. He’ll film his scenes
later this month in Los Angeles. Tim
Robbins, Jennifer Jason Leigh and Linda
Cardellini co-star in the film, which Shira
Piven is directing from a script by Eliot
Laurence.

Ferrell and McKay are producing
through their Gary Sanchez Productions
banner along with Jessica Elbaum, while

Aaron L.  Gilbert and Marina Grasic are
producing for Bron. Margot Hand will
co-produce and Robyn Wholey will exec-
utive produce. Ever since he co-starred
in Ryan Fleck and Anna Boden’s comedy
“It’s Kind of a Funny Story,” studios have
been lining up to work with Mann. He
played the lead in WB’s Todd Phillips-
produced comedy “Project X” and
starred opposite Victoria Justice in Josh
Schwartz’s Paramount comedy “Fun
Size.”

Mann clearly made an impression on
those studios, as he quickly landed key
supporting roles in WB’s “Beautiful
Creatures” and Paramount’s “Hansel &
Gretel: Witch Hunters.” Mann, who will
soon be seen alongside Claire Danes and
James Marsden in the indie movie “As
Cool As I Am,” is repped by Innovative
Artists, Industry Entertainment and
attorney Adam Kaller.-Reuters

20:00 Darkman-PG15
22:00 Beverly Hills Cop 3-PG15
00:00 Imago Mortis-PG15
02:00 Beverly Hills Cop 3-PG15

09:00 Futbol Mundial
09:30 Super Rugby
11:30 The Open Championship
Highlights
12:00 Live The Open Championship 
21:30 Inside The PGA Tour
22:00 Super Rugby
OSN SPORT 2
00:00 Cricket Test Match
07:00 Live AFL Premiership
10:00 The Open Championship
Highlights
10:30 Live NRL Premiership
12:30 ICC Cricket 360
13:00 Live Cricket Test Match
21:00 Live Darts

13:00 Live Cricket Test Match
21:00 Live Darts

‘Project X’ star Mann joins
Wiig, Ferrell Comedy 

Another popular British TV series is getting
exported to the US to hopefully grip
American viewers. “Broadchurch” is a mur-

der mystery drama centered on the killing of a
young boy in a small town.

Cast members Olivia Colman, Jodie Whittaker
and David Bradley promoted the show at
Thursday’s BBC America presentation as part of
the annual Television Critics Association summer
press tour. “Broadchurch” also stars David
Tennant of “Dr Who” fame. The actors shot most
of the series’ eight episodes not knowing who the
killer was, or if any of them would end up as the
perpetrator.

“We had bets going on all the way through. In
our makeup van we had everybody’s photograph
up and you put a sticker on who you thought it
was,” said Colman who plays a detective. “I only
got one and I was disappointed,” she joked. The
series also explores the events leading up to why
the murder took place and each character has an
arc. Whittaker says the show could make parents

think about how much they really know about
their kids. “You don’t know everything that’s
going on in your child’s life and I think that’s high-
lighted. Even children have secrets and have
friendships or arguments with people you don’t
know (about).” Because there are only eight
episodes in the first season on “Broadchurch,” the
cast says that was the appropriate amount of time
to tell the story.

“It has a conclusion which is shocking” said
Bradley. (Anything more) It’s too long for them to
wait as an audience.” “If we at the BBC and the UK
said we’d like to do it over 13 hours you can imag-
ine the response. It’s too much money at the start.
(Creator) Chris (Chibnall) wanted to reward the
people that were committed and came with us on
this journey. Eight hours felt the perfect amount. I
think he did it correctly.” UK network ITV has
already picked up a second season of
“Broadchurch” and once again, the cast doesn’t
know what will happen. “Broadchurch” premieres
August 7 on BBC America at 10 pm. — AP

After gripping Britain,
‘Broadchurch’ to hit US

This publicity image released by BBC America shows Jodie Whittaker as Beth Latimer, right,
and Andrew Buchan as Mark Latimer from the series “Broadchurch,” premiering Aug 7. — AP
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NBK will open its Iftar tent for prayers
during the last 10 days of the holy
month of Ramadan in observance of

Laylat Al Qadr. Located at its head office
across from the Grand Mosque in Sharq,
NBK’s Iftar tent will be open during this peri-
od to host fasters for prayers and meditation
and Quran recitation.

NBK Public Relations Officer Talal Al-Turki
said that NBK’s Iftar tent, which comes as a
part of the bank’s social program that fea-
tures a multitude of philanthropic activities,
will also host fasters and NBK will continue
providing Iftar Banquets at the tent while also

distributing Iftar meals via special convoys to
the crowded areas in Kuwait.

Al-Turki indicated that NBK has already
taken the necessary preparations to receive
those wishing to pray during the last 10
nights of Ramadan and NBK staff volunteers
are all set to host and attend prayers at Al
Watani Iftar tents. “By ‘Doing Good Deeds’
NBK hopes to encourage a greater sense of
community and charity during Ramadan and
encourages its customers and staff to partici-
pate by ‘doing good deeds’ all month long”,
Al Turki concluded.

NBK tent to host last 10 
days Ramadan prayers 

Orthodox Vacation Bible School (OVBS)
of the St Gregarious Indian Orthodox
Maha Edavaka, Kuwait - was inaugu-

rated on Monday 22nd July 2013 in a public
meeting at National Evangelical Church
Kuwait by Rev Fr Shino Sam. With lighting of
the lamp, the program was launched with a

theme “Humble yourselves before the Lord
and He will exalt you” - St James 4:10 .  OVBS
Superintendent Mathai Varghese welcomed
the guests and the participants.  About 750
students and their parents were present at
the inauguration.  

OVBS 2013 inaugurated by Rev Fr Shino Sam

Manikgonj expatriate co-operative society Kuwait recently organized an Iftar in Hotel
Golshan, Kuwait City. The program began with recitation of the Holy Quran by Mawlana
Abul Hassan, cashier of the Manikgonj society. AK Azad Nur, president of Manikgonj soci-
ety was present with prominent businessmen. 
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The PGA Everton Ramadan Soccer Camp came to a close
this week after a very successful four week program
which was attended by over a hundred young players

enjoying expert coaching and lots of fun and games with

matches played at the end of each daily session. Players were
presented with their medals of participation and gave a
resounding thumbs up to the sessions which were led by
Coach Peter and his team of coaches. The new season of

coaching courses at the PGA Everton Academy in Bayan will
commence from September 15th, check out the website for
further information. http://www.pga-kuwait.com.kw/ 

PGA Everton Ramadan Soccer Camp
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WASHINGTON: The familiar exteriors of
astronauts’ spacesuits often hide all of
the ingenuity and mechanics that are
built inside the suits, which were first
imagined as “wearable spacecraft.” Now
a new art exhibit, “Suited for Space,”
opening Friday at the Smithsonian’s
National Air and Space Museum, high-
lights the creativity behind the suits that
allowed humans to explore the moon
and aspire to fly farther from Earth.

X-ray images and photographs show
the suits in intricate detail, said space his-
tory curator Cathleen Lewis. The muse-
um’s X-rays are the first such images ever
created to study, conserve and research
the nation’s spacesuits. “You don’t realize
what a complex machine these are,”
Lewis said. But the X-rays of Alan
Shepard’s Apollo spacesuit and a 1960s
prototype “allow visitors to see beyond
what is visible to the naked eye, through
the protective layers of the suit to see the
substructures that are embedded inside.”

The exhibition traces the evolution of
the spacesuit from the early high-altitude
test flight suits of the 1930s to the dawn
of the space age with Mercury, Gemini,
Apollo and space shuttle missions. While
technology drove much of the suit
design to maintain an airtight barrier to
the vacuum of space and to protect from
solar radiation, fashion aesthetics of the
time also played a role, Lewis said. The
original Mercury seven astronaut suits
were unique from all others with a silvery
coating to introduce America’s space
explorers to the world.

“NASA had a demand to create the
astronauts into a whole new corps, a
non-military corps. So here was an oppor-
tunity to dress them in a new uniform ...
that evokes sensibilities of that Buck
Rogers imagination,” she said. “All of
these guys, the engineers, they grew up
on science fiction. They fed it with their
ideas, and they were consumers of it at
the same time.” Curators are working to
find ways to preserve spacesuits because
some materials are decomposing, discol-
oring or becoming rigid some 50 years
after they were created.

The spacesuit show is traveling to 10
cities, moving next to Tampa, Florida,
Philadelphia and Seattle through 2015.
Two companion exhibits at the National
Air and Space Museum also highlight 50

artworks of about 550 new items added
to the Smithsonian’s growing space art
collection over the past decade. They
include portraits of astronomer Carl
Sagan and astrophysicist Neal deGrasse
Tyson, and a photograph of first female
shuttle commander Eileen Collins by
photographer Annie Leibovitz.

The museum’s art collection includes
7,000 paintings, drawings, prints, posters
and sculptures. Curators have been work-
ing to add more contemporary and con-
ceptual art over the past 10 years. Chief
Curator Peter Jakab said art helps people
reflect on aerospace achievements and
the humanity imbued in each machine.
Albert Watson, a photographer known
for his portraits of celebrities, such as
Steve Jobs, and of fashion, took a break in
1990 to photograph spacesuits and other
artifacts. More recently, he donated two
large-scale prints of an Apollo glove and
boot to the museum.

Watson said he was captivated by the
thought of suits that traveled in space
and came back covered with moon dust.

“When you deal with celebrities every
day or super models every day and fash-
ion people every day, there is always a
nice escape to go into still life,” he said.
“As a child, I loved science fiction. I always
remember arguing with my father about
rocket ships. He said man will never go
into space, he said, because what goes
up must come down.”

The museum also has acquired a
sculpture by Angela Palmer that evokes
46 different earth-like worlds that have
been discovered by NASA’s Kepler
Observatory. The piece, entitled
“Searching for Goldilocks,” involves 18
sheets of glass marked with circles for
each star with an orbiting planet. It refers
to “Goldilocks” planets that might sup-
port life. They range from 132 light-years
to about 4,300 light-years away. “If you
have a look, you can stand there looking
from Earth, as if you are the eye of the tel-
escope,” she said. “Or you can go to the
back of the sculpture, and you can be
thrown back towards Earth - 4,300 light
years straight back down.” —AP

Cancer trial results 
slow to see light 
of day, study says

NEW YORK: US law requires certain research results
to be posted online within a year of a study’s end
date, but a new analysis found that only about half of
cancer drug research results are made public after
three years. Researchers who looked at 646 studies
examining the safety and effectiveness of cancer
drugs found that 55 percent were published online or
in a medical journal three years after the studies’ end
dates.

“That has great potential to bias what we know
about these drugs and devices,” said Dr Joseph Ross,
who has studied the availability of research results
but wasn’t involved in the new analysis. For example,
doctors may believe that an unsafe or ineffective drug
works if its researchers choose to only publish posi-
tive results from clinical trials, which are considered
the gold standard of medical research.

“This is why it is important to have trial results
posted in a timely manner independently of publica-
tion in journals to have these results available to the
people concerned,” Dr Agnes Dechartres, one of the
study’s authors from the HÙpital HÙtel-Dieu in Paris,
wrote in an email.

“All of this information needs to be in that com-
mon collective understanding about drugs and
devices,” Ross, from the Yale School of Medicine in
New Haven, Connecticut, said. As a result of concerns
over unpublished research, the US Food and Drug
Administration Amendments Act was signed into law
by then-President George W. Bush in 2007.

The law requires results from large, rigorous trials -
with some exceptions - to be published on
ClinicalTrials.gov, a database of research trials, no lat-
er than one year after the last data are collected, write
the researchers in the Journal of Clinical Oncology.
For their study, Dechartres and colleagues looked at
646 clinical trials conducted in the US examining the
effectiveness and safety of cancer drugs. Those trials
all had an end date between December 2007 and May
2010. One year after completion, only nine percent of
the results were published on ClinicalTrials.gov, 12
percent were published in academic journals and 20
percent were published in at least one of those loca-
tions. After another two years, those numbers grew to
31 percent of results published on ClinicalTrials.gov,
35 percent published in academic journals and 55
percent published either place.

The researchers also found studies that were spon-
sored by drug companies - not government or aca-
demic institutions - were more likely to comply with
the law. Ross said there could be a number of reasons
for the delay in publishing results,  including
researchers not knowing the requirement applies to
them or that they’re responsible for publishing find-
ings on ClinicalTrials.gov. He said researchers would
often rather publish in medical journals.

“It’s a little bit of everything,” he said. The analysis
did have limitations, however, according to Dr Sandip
Prasad from the Medical University of South Carolina
and Dr Charles Bennett from the University of South
Carolina, who wrote an editorial accompanying the
new study. For example, the researchers only used
one database to find whether trial results were pub-
lished in medical journals, and that database doesn’t
include about 1,800 journals.

Still, Prasad and Bennett recommend requiring
researchers to post trial results before receiving addi-
tional research funding. They also say the Food and
Drug Administration should monitor the compliance
of research funded by industry and an independent
organization should provide data analysis on what
research has been made available. Ross said that peo-
ple taking part in clinical trials can ask doctors if and
when the study’s results will be published online.

“If they start asking the physicians these types of
questions, the imperative to make this happen more
quickly will change,” he said, adding that the number
of results published to ClinicalTrials.gov will probably
increase in the future. “It’s growing very quickly,” he
said. — Reuters

Space art eyes creativity
in tech at Smithsonian

WASHINGTON: A 1964 A4-H “Universal” helmet, showing in the x-ray ball bear-
ings in the neck ring that allowed the helmet to move right and left without
restriction.

WASHINGTON: This handout
image provided by the
Smithsonian National Air and
Space Museum shows an X-
ray of an extravehicular (EV)
overshoe that was designed
to be worn over the Apollo
spacesuit boots while an
astronaut was walking on the
Moon. — AP photos
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PARIS: A class of drugs designed to
lower blood pressure also slightly
brakes the progression of dementia
among the elderly and may even
boost brain power marginally, a study
published yesterday said. Doctors in
Cork, Ireland, looked at data from a
long-term study involving 361
patients aged in their late seventies
on average who had been diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s disease or a form of
dementia. The group, enrolled at
memory clinics in two university hos-
pitals in Ontario, Canada, was moni-
tored between 1999 and 2010, using
two standard tests to track their cog-
nitive skills.

Eighty-five of them were already
taking blood pressure medication
called centrally active angiotensin-
converting enzyme inhibitors-better
known as CACE-I drugs-when they
were enrolled in the study. Patients in
this group had a small but measura-
ble slowing in mental decline com-
pared with counterparts who did not
take the medication, according to the
Irish analysis.

The researchers also carried out a
smaller-scale probe, assessing the
brain power of 30 patients who were
newly prescribed the drugs, during
their first six months on the medica-
tion.  They found a slender improve-

ment in cognitive abilities in this group
compared to others that did not take
CACE-I drugs-the first time that any
such improvement has ever been seen.
“Although the differences were small
and of uncertain clinical significance, if
sustained over the years, the com-
pounding effects may well have signifi-
cant clinical effects,” says the paper.

The researchers say that the cause
for the apparent upturn is unknown,
and caution against unrestricted use
of CACE-1 drugs, given their potential
side-effects. The work, appearing in
BMJ Open, comes on the heels of
research published in the Archives of
Internal Medicine in 2009, which

found a larger, long-term braking
effect on mental decline from CACE-Is.
In a comparison of more than 1,000
patients, the probe found that CACE-I
drugs were linked to a 65-percent
reduction in cognitive decline per
year of exposure.

One theory is that CACE-I drugs
work because they are small molecules
that are able to slip through the thick
protective membrane known as the
blood-brain barrier. If they are effec-
tive, it is not primarily due to their
effect on blood pressure but on the
part of the brain that is involved in
memory and cognition, according to
this thinking. —AFP

Some blood pressure drugs found to slow dementia
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Hospitals
Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000
Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005
Maternity Hospital                                         24843100
Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700
Chest Hospital                                               24849400
Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010
Adan Hospital                                               23940620
Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300
Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Clinics
Rabiya 24732263
Rawdha 22517733
Adailiya 22517144
Khaldiya 24848075
Khaifan 24849807
Shamiya 24848913
Shuwaikh 24814507
Abdullah Salim 22549134
Al-Nuzha 22526804
Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764
Al-Qadisiya 22515088
Dasmah 22532265
Bneid Al-Ghar 22531908
Al-Shaab 22518752
Al-Kibla 22459381
Ayoun Al-Kibla 22451082
Mirqab 22456536
Sharq 22465401
Salmiya 25746401
Jabriya 25316254
Maidan Hawally 25623444
Bayan 25388462112

THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY
FOR CIVIL INFORMATION

Automated enquiry 
about the Civil ID card is 

1889988

Ahmadi Sama Safwan                 Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                    Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan           Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra               Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara     Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop              Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                        Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop               Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan           Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                  Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                  Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                 Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha     Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                           Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                 Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                    Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                  Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                    Salwa Coop 25628241

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY ADDRESS PHONE

SHARQIA-1
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 9:30 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 11:30 PM

SHARQIA-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 9:15 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
THE PURGE (DIG) 9:30 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
BHAAG MILKHA BHAAG (DIG) (HINDI)
9:30 PM

MUHALAB-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:00 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:15 PM

FANAR-1
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 9:00 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:15 PM

FANAR-2
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 10:00 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:15 AM

FANAR-3
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 9:30 PM
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 11:30 PM

MARINA-1
SHAOLIN (DIG) 9:00 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-2
TATTAH (DIG) 9:30 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:45 PM

MARINA-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:15 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:30 PM

AVENUES-1
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 9:30 PM

WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:45 PM

AVENUES-2
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 9:00 PM
NOW YOU SEE ME (DIG) 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
TATTAH (DIG) 9:15 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 11:30 PM

AVENUES-4
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 10:30 PM

AVENUES-5
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:45 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 12:05 AM

AVENUES-6
THE PURGE (DIG) 10:15 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:15 AM

360º- 1
THE PURGE (DIG) 10:30 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:30 AM

360º- 2
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:45 PM
BEKAS (DIG) 12:15 AM

360º- 3
WORLD WAR Z (DIG-3D) 9:15 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:30 PM

360º- 4
SHAOLIN (DIG) 9:15 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:45 PM

360º- 5
FAST & FURIOUS 6 (DIG) 10:00 PM

360º- 6
NOW YOU SEE ME (DIG) 9:15 PM
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 11:30 PM

360º- 7
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 10:15 PM

SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 12:15 AM

360º- 8
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:00 PM
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 11:15 PM
MAN OF STEEL (IMAX-3D) 10:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:30 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG-3D) 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.2
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:00 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.3
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 9:45 PM
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.4
TATTAH (DIG) 9:00 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:15 PM

BAIRAQ-1
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:15 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:45 PM

BAIRAQ-2
SHAOLIN (DIG) 9:00 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 9:45 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:05 AM

PLAZA
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 9:00 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:15 PM

LAILA
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:15 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:45 PM

AJIAL.1
SINGAM 2 (DIG) (TAMIL) 9:00 PM
THU

Kuwait
KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY

Fajr: 03:35
Shorook 05:05
Duhr: 11:54
Asr: 15:30
Maghrib: 18:44
Isha: 20:11

Prayer timings

LOST

Original document Policy
No. 633000599 of Mushtaq
Ahmed by the state Life
Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan, Gulf Zone is report-
ed to have been lost. Anyone
finding the same or claiming
any interest in it should com-
municate with the Manager
Kuwait State Life Office - PH
22452208. (C 4466)

21-7-2013

One room attached bath-
room full  furnished for
decent single person (male or
female) near Amman round-
about, new building C-A/C.
Call 66321532, 67660374.

(C 4465)
21-7-2013

ACCOMMODATION

CHANGE OF NAMESITUATION VACANT

Sakila Ahmed, S/O Jahoor
Ali, Srai Nankar, Pick Nagar
Kandhai,  Partapgarh. U.P
want to change my name to
Shakeel Ahmed for all pur-
poses from now onwards.

(C 4467)
23-7-2013

A small family looks to hire a
housemaid (Sri  Lankan,
Filipina, or Nepalese) who
can understand Arabic and
do laundry and ironing jobs.
55116149, 99827598. 

(C 4469)
25-7-2013

Required female Fil ipino
cook for Kuwaiti family, expe-
rienced in sweets, pastry and
starters. Can apply written
recipes, experience in diet
foods is preferable. Tel:
65900422. (C 4468)

23-7-2013

LOST

Original document Policy
No. 633000599 of Mushtaq
Ahmed by the state Life
Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan, Gulf Zone is report-
ed to have been lost. Anyone
finding the same or claiming
any interest in it should com-
municate with the Manager
Kuwait State Life Office - PH
22452208.

(C 4466)
21-7-2013



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 27/7/2013
Airlines Flt Route Time
BBC 43 DHAKA 00:05
QTR 148 DOHA 00:05
SAI 441 LAHORE 01:30
JZR 267 BEIRUT 00:20
JZR 539 CAIRO 00:40
THY 764 SABIHA 01:40
ETH 620 ADDIS ABABA 01:45
GFA 211 BAHRAIN 01:55
PIA 239 ISLAMABAD 02:05
UAE 853 DUBAI 02:25
ETD 305 ABU DHABI-INTL 02:30
FDB 67 DUBAI 03:10
MSR 612 CAIRO 03:15
RBG 555 ALEXANDRIA 03:15
OMA 643 MUSCAT 03:20
QTR 138 DOHA 03:30
THY 770 ISTANBUL 04:35
DHX 170 BAHRAIN 05:10
FDB 69 DUBAI 05:50
KAC 412 MANILA 06:15
JZR 555 ALEXANDRIA 06:20
BAW 157 LONDON 06:30
KAC 416 JAKARTA 06:35
JZR 529 ASYUT 06:40
KAC 206 ISLAMABAD 07:25
KAC 302 MUMBAI 07:50
KAC 352 COCHIN 08:05
JZR 503 LUXOR 07:40
KAC 284 DHAKA 08:15
KAC 344 CHENNAI 08:20
UAE 855 DUBAI 08:25
KAC 362 COLOMBO 8:45
ABY 125 SHARJAH 08:50
QTR 132 DOHA 09:00
ETD 301 ABU DHABI-INTL 09:30
IRA 3407 MASHAD 10:35
GFA 213 BAHRAIN 10:40
IAW 157 BAGHDAD 11:00
MSC 401 ALEXANDRIA 12:00
JZR 325 NAJAF 12:25
UAE 871 DUBAI 12:45
JZR 359 MASHAD 12:50
MSR 610 CAIRO 13:00
THY 766 ISTANBUL 13:10
KNE 480 TAIF 13:20
SVA 500 JEDDAH 14:30
KNE 472 JEDDAH 14:35
SYR 341 DAMASCUS 14:55
KNE 470 JEDDAH 15:05
KAC 788 JEDDAH 15:00
KAC 538 SOHAG 14:20
KAC 790 MEDINAH 13:55
JAV 621 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 15:10
KAC 804 CAIRO 15:40
RJA 640 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 15:55
KAC 118 NEW YORK 16:00
JZR 535 CAIRO 16:10
QTR 134 DOHA 16:15
ETD 303 ABU DHABI-INTL 16:35
JZR 357 MASHAD 16:50
UAE 857 DUBAI 16:55
ABY 127 SHARJAH 17:10
UAL 982 WASHINGTON DC DULLES 17:15
GFA 215 BAHRAIN 17:20
SVA 510 RIYADH 17:20
JZR 177 DUBAI 17:30
KAC 176 GENEVA 17:45
JZR 777 JEDDAH 17:50
NIA 251 ALEXANDRIA 18:00
KAC 542 CAIRO 18:15

KAC 104 LONDON 18:45
GFA 219 BAHRAIN 19:05
KAC 674 DUBAI 19:25
KAC 774 RIYADH 19:25
MSC 405 SOHAG 19:30
JAI 572 MUMBAI 19:35
RBG 553 ALEXANDRIA 19:40
KAC 562 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 19:55
OMA 647 MUSCAT 20:00
FDB 61 DUBAI 20:00
ABY 129 SHARJAH 20:05
IRA 607 MASHAD 20:10
MEA 402 BEIRUT 20:15
MSR 618 ALEXANDRIA 20:30
AXB 489 COCHIN 20:35
KNE 464 JEDDAH 21:20
KLM 415 AMSTERDAM 21:05
ALK 229 COLOMBO 21:10
UAE 859 DUBAI 21:15
ETD 307 ABU DHABI-INTL 21:30
QTR 136 DOHA 21:35
GFA 217 BAHRAIN 21:45
JAI 576 COCHIN 21:55
QTR 146 DOHA 22:00
FDB 59 DUBAI 22:20
AIC 975 CHENNAI 22:25
KNE 474 JEDDAH 22:30
UAL 981 BAHRAIN 22:40
DLH 636 FRANKFURT 23:10
JAI 574 MUMBAI 23:20
MSR 614 CAIRO 23:30
KAC 786 JEDDAH 22:40
KAC 614 BAHRAIN 23:00
JZR 135 BAHRAIN 23:00
JZR 239 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 22:30
THY 772 ISTANBUL 23:45

Departure Flights on Saturday 27/7/2013
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 GOA 00:05
JAI 573 MUMBAI 00:20
UAL 981 WASHINGTON DC DULLES 00:25
MSR 615 CAIRO 00:30
DLH 637 FRANKFURT 00:30
KLM 413 AMSTERDAM 00:55
BBC 44 DHAKA 01:30
JZR 502 LUXOR 01:30
THY 773 ISTANBUL 02:20
SAI 442 LAHORE 02:30
THY 765 ISTANBUL 02:40
ETH 621 ADDIS ABABA 02:45
PIA 240 SIALKOT 03:35
UAE 854 DUBAI 03:45
FDB 68 DUBAI 03:50
RBG 556 ALEXANDRIA 03:55
MSR 613 CAIRO 04:15
OMA 644 MUSCAT 04:20
ETD 306 ABU DHABI 04:20
QTR 139 DOHA 04:25
QTR 149 DOHA 05:15
FDB 70 DUBAI 06:30
JZR 358 MASHHAD 06:55
GFA 212 BAHRAIN 07:00
THY 771 ISTANBUL 07:10
KAC 537 SOHAG 07:45
BAW 156 LONDON 08:25
KAC 803 CAIRO 08:55
JZR 324 AL NAJAF 09:10
JZR 534 CAIRO 09:10
KAC 789 MADINAH 09:15
ABY 126 SHARJAH 09:30
KAC 787 JEDDAH 09:35

UAE 856 DUBAI 09:50
QTR 133 DOHA 10:00
ETD 302 ABU DHABI 10:15
KAC 101 LONDON 10:25
JZR 356 MASHHAD 11:00
GFA 214 BAHRAIN 11:25
KAC 541 CAIRO 11:30
IRA 3406 MASHHAD 11:35
KAC 165 ROME 11:45
IAW 158 AL NAJAF 12:00
JZR 776 JEDDAH 12:25
MSC 406 SOHAG 13:00
JZR 176 DUBAI 13:20
MSR 611 CAIRO 14:00
THY 767 ISTANBUL 14:10
KNE 481 TAIF 14:10
UAE 872 DUBAI 14:15
KAC 561 AMMAN 14:40
KAC 673 DUBAI 15:05
KNE 473 JEDDAH 15:30
SYR 342 DAMASCUS 15:55
SVA 505 JEDDAH 16:00
KAC 773 RIYADH 16:00
KNE 461 JEDDAH 16:05
JAV 622 AMMAN 16:30
RJA 641 AMMAN 16:55
KAC 785 JEDDAH 17:00
JZR 238 AMMAN 17:05
QTR 135 DOHA 17:20
ETD 304 ABU DHABI 17:20
JZR 538 CAIRO 17:40
ABY 128 SHARJAH 17:50
UAE 858 DUBAI 18:15
GFA 216 BAHRAIN 18:20
SVA 511 RIYADH 18:20
UAL 982 BAHRAIN 18:30
JZR 266 BEIRUT 18:40
NIA 252 ALEXANDRIA 19:00
GFA 220 BAHRAIN 19:50
KAC 613 BAHRAIN 20:00
JZR 134 BAHRAIN 20:05
KAC 283 DHAKA 20:15
RBG 554 ALEXANDRIA 20:20
MSC 402 ALEXANDRIA 20:30
JAI 571 MUMBAI 20:35
FDB 62 DUBAI 20:40
ABY 120 SHARJAH 20:45
KAC 331 TRIVANDRUM 20:50
OMA 648 MUSCAT 20:55
KAC 351 KOCHI 21:05
IRA 604 ISFAHAN 21:10
MEA 403 BEIRUT 21:15
MSR 607 LUXOR 21:30
KAC 543 CAIRO 21:30
DHX 171 BAHRAIN 21:50
KLM 415 DAMMAM 22:05
ETD 308 ABU DHABI 22:15
KNE 475 JEDDAH 22:15
ALK 230 COLOMBO 22:20
UAE 860 DUBAI 22:25
KAC 381 DELHI 22:30
QTR 137 DOHA 22:35
KAC 301 MUMBAI 22:40
GFA 218 BAHRAIN 22:45
FDB 60 DUBAI 23:00
KAC 205 ISLAMABAD 23:00
JAI 575 ABU DHABI 23:05
QTR 147 DOHA 23:05
JZR 554 ALEXANDRIA 23:20
KNE 471 JEDDAH 23:25
KAC 411 BANGKOK 23:40
JZR 528 ASYUT 23:55

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats

i n format ion
SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2013



ACROSS
1. The residue that remains when something is burned.
4. An ancient branch of the Semitic languages.
12. A master's degree in business.
15. A digital display that uses liquid crystal cells that change reflectivity in an applied
electric field.
16. Pasta in long slender flat strips.
17. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the Rhine.
18. United States liquid unit equal to 4 quarts or 3.785 liters.
19. Agile long-legged rabbit-sized rodent of Central and South America and West
Indies.
20. (comparative of `bad') Inferior to another in quality or condition or desirability.
22. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
24. Distant in either space or time.
29. Any of various amines (such as putrescine or cadaverine) formed by the action of
putrefactive bacteria.
33. The branch of engineering science that studies the uses of electricity and the
equipment for power generation and distribution and the control of machines and
communication.
34. A farcical afterpiece in the ancient Roman theater.
35. Russian physicist (1895-1971).
39. A thrusting blow with a knife.
42. Presence of abnormal amounts of uric acid salts in the blood.
44. Someone who engages in arbitrage (who purchases securities in one market for
immediate resale in another in the hope of profiting from the price differential).
46. Possessing material wealth.
47. Standard time in the 7th time zone west of Greenwich, reckoned at the 105th
meridian west.
48. Involving or constituting a cause.
50. Thick heavy expensive material with a raised pattern.
52. A blind god.
55. People of the same race or nationality who share a distinctive culture.
56. A soft white precious univalent metallic element having the highest electrical and
thermal conductivity of any metal.
57. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common policy for the
sale of petroleum.
60. (astronomy) The angular distance of a celestial point measured westward along
the celestial equator from the zenith crossing.
61. Any of various herbaceous plants whose leaves or stems or flowers are cooked and
used for food or seasoning.
64. A state in New England.
65. An independent agency of the United States government responsible for aviation
and spaceflight.
69. Of or relating to Oman or its people.
70. (sometimes followed by `to') Causing harm or injury.
73. A state-chartered savings bank owned by its depositors and managed by a board
of trustees.
74. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat trimmed off.
77. The longer of the two telegraphic signals used in Morse code.
78. A genetic disorder of metabolism.
79. City in central Iran.
80. A federal agency established to coordinate programs aimed at reducing pollution
and protecting the environment.

C R O S S W O R D 2 6 3
DOWN

1. Primitive chlorophyll-containing mainly aquatic eukaryotic organisms lacking
true stems and roots and leaves.
2. Someone who works (or provides workers) during a strike.
3. A lipoprotein that transports cholesterol in the blood.
4. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
5. The capital and largest city of Rwanda.
6. Be cognizant or aware of a fact or a specific piece of information.
7. Largest known toad species.
8. Work that you are obliged to perform for moral or legal reasons.
9. Being one more than two.
10. An associate degree in nursing.
11. In accord with the most fashionable ideas or style.
12. Cuban poet and revolutionary who fought for Cuban independence from
Spain (1853-1895).
13. A city in northwestern Switzerland.
14. Large west African tree having large palmately lobed leaves and axillary
cymose panicles of small white flowers and one-winged seeds.
21. A northeastern Iranian language spoken in Russia.
23. Relieve from military service.
25. An upstart who makes conceited, sardonic, insolent comments.
26. A heavy odorless colorless gas formed during respiration and by the decom-
position of organic substances.
27. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes readily.
28. The vein in the center of a leaf.
30. Type genus of the Tetraonidae.
31. A less than average tide occurring at the first and third quarters of the moon.
32. Cause to run.
36. The capital and largest city of Jordan.
37. Do wrongly or improperly.
38. A pair of people who live together.
40. Lie adjacent to another.
41. A metric unit of volume or capacity equal to 10 liters.
43. Ibis-headed moon deity.
45. A city in northwestern Somalia.
49. United States artist whose work reflected social and political themes (1898-
1969).
51. The longest river of Asia.
53. Large high frilly cap with a full crown.
54. A physician who is not a specialist but treats all illnesses.
58. Having come or been brought to a conclusion.
59. Green algae common in freshwater lakes of limestone districts.
62. A city in the Asian part of Russia.
63. Forbidden to profane use especially in South Pacific islands.
66. An officer who acts as military assistant to a more senior officer.
67. The act of catching an object with the hands.
68. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
71. A unit of time equal to 60 seconds or 1/60th of an hour.
72. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
75. A note appended to a letter after the signature.
76. An intensely radioactive metallic element that occurs in minute amounts in
uranium ores.
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WASHINGTON: Bryce Harper deliv-
ered the first game-ending homer of
his career, a two-run shot in the bot-
tom of the ninth inning Thursday that
lifted Washington to a 9-7 victory over
the Pittsburgh Pirates and ended the
Nationals’ losing streak at six. Harper
drove a hanging slider over the wall
just to the left of straightaway center
with two outs off Bryan Morris (4-4),
who earlier allowed a single to Kurt
Suzuki.  Harper raised his right fist
overhead as he rounded first base and
was mobbed by a bouncing pack of
teammates as he reached home plate.
Ian Krol (1-0) earned the win, despite
being part of poor relief in the ninth
that allowed the Pirates to erase a
four-run deficit. It was an eventful
afternoon that included three errors by
Pittsburgh infielders in the first inning
and the ejections of Washington man-
ager Davey Johnson and Pirates man-
ager Clint Hurdle.

METS 7, BRAVES 4
John Buck drove in three runs and

Zack Wheeler beat Atlanta for the sec-
ond time in seven major league starts
as the New York Mets split a four-game
series. Daniel Murphy and Marlon Byrd
three hits apiece for the Mets. But the
news wasn’t all good for New York: Eric
Young Jr, a spark in the leadoff spot
since arriving last month, was pulled
with pain in his right knee. Wheeler (4-

1) squandered a three-run lead by giv-
ing up homers to Dan Uggla and
Freddie Freeman. But the prized rookie
allowed only four hits in six innings
after throwing 31 pitches in the first.
Kameron Loe (0-1) lost in relief.

CARDINALS 3, PHILLIES 1
Lance Lynn allowed one run in sev-

en innings and St. Louis scored three
times in the third in a win over
Philadelphia. Matt Carpenter, Jon Jay
and Matt Adams drove in runs for the
Cardinals, who have won seven of
nine. Philadelphia has lost five in a
row, tying a season high. The Phillies
also dropped five straight from June 7-
12. St Louis has the most wins in the
majors at 62 and is a season-high 25
games over .500. Lynn (12-5) had
dropped four of his previous five deci-
sions and was 3-4 with a 6.32 ERA in
his past eight starts. Edward Mujica
earned his 30th save in 32 opportuni-
ties. He struck out two and is tied with
Pittsburgh’s Jason Grilli for the most
saves in the NL. St Louis scored three
times on four hits off Philadelphia
starter Kyle Kendrick (9-7) in the third.

MARLINS 5, ROCKIES 3
Rob Brantly scored on a wild pitch

to break up a scoreless game in the
eighth inning, Donovan Solano home-
red in a four-run ninth, and the Miami
Marlins waited out a 93-minute rain

delay to beat Colorado. The Rockies,
who dropped three of four to the
Marlins, lost star Carlos Gonzalez after
the third inning when he aggravated a
sprain of the middle finger on his right
hand. He is day to day.  Reliever Adam
Ottavino (0-2) struck out the first two
batters he faced in the eighth before
Brantly singled. Greg Dobbs, batting
for reliever Dan Jennings (1-1) singled
and Ottavino threw a wild pitch in the
dirt. Steve Cishek got his 20th save in
22 chances.

PADRES 10, BREWERS 8
Carlos Quentin and Jesus Guzman

homered and the San Diego Padres got
16 hits on their way to beating
Milwaukee. Will Venable added two dou-
bles for San Diego and made a key catch
in center field.  Edinson Volquez (8-8)
worked into the sixth inning. Huston
Street, the Padres’ seventh pitcher,
closed for his 18th save in 19 tries.
Yovani Gallardo (8-9) was tagged for six
runs on eight hits and three walks in 3 2-
3 innings.

DIAMONDBACKS 3, CUBS 1
Aaron Hill drove in two runs with a

homer and double, helping Arizona top
the Chicago Cubs and earn a split of the
four-game series. Cole Gillespie got the
start in left field for the Cubs after
Alfonso Soriano was removed from the
lineup, pending completion of a trade

to the New York Yankees that was said
to be close. Soriano missed his second
straight game while the club worked on
the deal.  Hill entered the game in a 4-
for-31 slump over his previous eight
games.  Wade Miley (7-8) worked 7 2-3
innings and didn’t give up a run until
the seventh. He allowed only five hits
and struck out four despite being hit in
the back of his lower right leg with a
batted ball in the third inning. Brad
Ziegler earned his fifth save. Chicago
scored its only run when Wellington
Castillo doubled in Gillespie.  Carlos
Villanueva (2-7) took the loss after last-
ing five innings and allowing three runs
and six hits.

REDS 5, DODGERS 2
Mat Latos threw 7 2-3 innings, and

Cincinnati got home runs from Jay Bruce
and Xavier Paul to beat the Los Angeles
Dodgers, ending the NL West leaders’ six-
game winning streak. Latos (10-3)
allowed two runs - one earned - and
eight hits with four strikeouts en route to
his first victory at Dodger Stadium after
going 0-5 with a 3.95 ERA in his five previ-
ous starts there.  Latos is 24-7 in 54 starts
since Cincinnati acquired him from San
Diego in December 2011. Aroldis
Chapman got three outs for his 24th save
in 27 chances.  Zack Greinke (8-3) gave
up four runs and six hits over seven
innings in his second attempt at his
100th major league victory.— AP 

Nationals end losing streak 

ARLINGTON: Hiroki Kuroda pitched seven scoreless innings,
Mariano Rivera got gifts before posting another save and the
New York Yankees beat Texas 2-0 on Thursday to split the
four-game series. After David Robertson worked a 1-2-3
eighth, Rivera pitched the ninth for his 33rd save this season,
extending his career record to 641. The Yankees took the lead
for good when Brent Lillibridge’s RBI double in the sixth made
it 1-0 off Derek Holland (8-6). Kuroda (10-6) scattered six hits,
striking out three and walking one. He is 3-0 with a 0.69 ERA in
four July starts. The Rangers honored the retiring Rivera in a
ceremony before his last regular-season game in Texas, pre-
senting him with a pair of cowboy boots inscribed with the
Yankees logo, his name and No. 42. He was also given a cow-
boy hat and a $5,000 donation was made to the Mariano
Rivera Foundation that helps needy children.

BLUE JAYS 4, ASTROS 0
Mark Buehrle pitched a two-hitter and the Toronto Blue Jays

ended a season-worst seven-game losing streak, beating
Houston. The last-place Blue Jays had been 0-6 since the All-
Star break and had dropped 14 of 18 overall. The Astros have
won just once since July 13 and have the worst record in base-
ball at 34-67. They’ve lost 18 of 22. Buehrle (6-7) struck out a
season-high nine - his highest strikeout total since he fanned a
career-high 12 against Seattle in April 2005 - and walked two in
his first complete game of the season. Buehrle pitched his
ninth career shutout, and first since throwing a perfect game
against Tampa Bay in 2009. Erik Bedard (3-8) lost his fifth
straight start.

WHITE SOX 7, TIGERS 4
Jake Peavy pitched into the eighth inning and the

Chicago White Sox beat Justin Verlander and Detroit as the
Tigers again played minus Miguel Cabrera. Cabrera missed
his third straight game because of an injured left hip flexor.
The AL MVP left in the middle of Monday’s game. Torii
Hunter homered for the third time in the series. But the
Tigers outfielder exited in the eighth and is day to day with
a sore left Achilles. Peavy (8-4), the subject of trade specula-
tion as the July 31 deadline approaches, was replaced by
Matt Lindstrom after allowing Brayan Pena homered to start
the eighth. Addison Reed allowed the tying run to get to the

plate in the ninth but struck out Pena to pick up his 26th
save in 30 tries. Verlander (10-8) gave up seven runs and 11
hits in six innings.

ROYALS 7, ORIOLES 1
Jeremy Guthrie pitched six solid innings, and Billy Butler

homered in Kansas City’s victory over Baltimore. The Royals,
who limped into the All-Star break with five consecutive
defeats, went 5-2 on the homestand against the Orioles and
AL Central Division-leading Detroit. Guthrie (10-7), who won
47 games in five seasons with the Orioles, allowed six hits in

six innings. He gave up one run, struck out five and walked
one. Guthrie went 3-1 in July and his 10 victories are one shy
of his career high, set in 2010 with the Orioles. The Royals had
10 hits, including two each by rookie David Lough and Jarrod
Dyson. Butler homered, his ninth of the season, in the seventh
inning off Francisco Rodriguez, who was making his Orioles’
debut after being acquired Tuesday from Milwaukee. Miguel
Gonzalez (8-4) lasted 4 2-3 innings, his shortest outing of the
season that snapped his streak of eight straight quality starts.
He allowed a season-high six runs and eight hits.

MARINERS 8, TWINS 2
Hisashi Iwakuma allowed four hits in six shutout innings,

and Seattle scored six runs in the second en route to a rout of
Minnesota. Iwakuma (10-4), who won his third straight deci-
sion, struck out nine and walked one. Since moving into the
starting rotation on July 2, 2012, Iwakuma has gone 18-8 with
a 2.78 ERA in 38 starts. Against the Twins, Iwakuma is 4-0 and
hasn’t allowed an earned run in 26 2-3 consecutive innings
over his four starts. He has held the Twins to a .168 batting
average with eight walks and 24 strikeouts. Nick Franklin hit a
three-run home run in the Mariners’ big second inning. Dustin
Ackley had three hits, including two doubles, and two RBIs.
Seattle, which has won nine of 10, has beaten the Twins six
straight times at Safeco Field. Twins starter Kevin Correia (7-7),
chased after just 1 2-3 innings, allowed six runs and seven hits.

ANGELS 8, ATHLETICS 3
Albert Pujols, Mike Trout and Mark Trumbo each drove in

two runs to power the Los Angeles Angels past Oakland. CJ
Wilson (11-6) allowed three runs and five hits in seven innings
for his third straight victory - the past two against Dan Straily
(6-4) and the A’s. He struck out six and walked three. Josh
Hamilton was 1 for 5 with an RBI after missing three games with
a stiff right ankle for the Angels, who had scored just seven runs
total while losing three of their previous four. The last time an
opponent scored at least eight runs at the Oakland Coliseum
was when the Angels lost 10-8 in 19 innings on April 29. Derek
Norris hit his sixth home run of the season and added another
RBI. Straily gave up five runs and seven hits in 4 1-3 innings,
striking out five and walking two. Los Angeles had 12 hits and
finished 6 for 11 with runners in scoring position.— AP 

Kuroda, Rivera pitch Yankees to 2-0 win 

SEATTLE: Seattle Mariners starting pitcher Hisashi Iwakuma
throws against the Minnesota Twins in the fifth inning of a
baseball game on Thursday, July 25, 2013. — AP 
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BUDAPEST: Struggling McLaren can still
win a race this season and next month’s
Belgian Grand Prix could be their best
bet, according to Jenson Button. The
2009 world champion, who has yet to
finish higher than fifth in nine races this
year, told reporters at the Hungarian
Grand Prix that he was not ruling out a
return to the top of the podium before
the end of the current campaign.

“We still want to win a race, and I
think we still can win a race,” said the
Briton. “So it’s not going to be a com-
plete bad year. “The last race for us was a
good step forward and the morale is
high after that race, which is good to see.

Obviously we’re still not going to be
happy with finishing fifth or sixth, we
want to be fighting for wins. “But for us
to see a definite step forward in terms of
performance was very positive in
Nuerburgring and here we have some
more parts which should help us get
close to the front.

“I don’t know how we will do here in
terms of where we are going to finish,
but Spa is a race I am really interested
and excited in for fighting for a podium
and I think that has to be our aim,”
added the 33-year-old. Button was fifth
in China, the third race of the season,
and sixth three weeks ago in Germany.

The results have been mediocre by the
standards of McLaren, who ended last
season with the quickest car and Button
winning in Brazil.

Instead of developing that car, they
decided on a complete overhaul and lost
their way while others opted for the evo-
lutionary route. McLaren, winners of
eight constructors’ and 12 drivers’ cham-
pionships, have suffered such dips
before and last completed a season
without a win in 2006. In 2004, their only
win was in Belgium - the next race after
Hungary and the summer break - with
Kimi Raikkonen. “The main aim is to win
a grand prix this year and Spa is, at the

moment, probably the best race to go
and look for that,” said Button. 

“We understand what we should
bring for that circuit in terms of aero and
also we are chipping away with the car
the whole time, finding things. “It’s
going in the right direction and as a
team maybe it’s a good thing that we’ve
had issues because you start looking at
every single tiny detail and when you
put it all together it can make a big dif-
ference.” Button hoped that would all
contribute to making McLaren a
stronger team in 2014, when a new V6
engine is introduced and the regulations
undergo sweeping changes. — Reuters

Button targets Belgium as McLaren’s best hope

OAKVILLE: Brendan Steele of the United States lines up his putt on the ninth hole during round one of the RBC Canadian
Open at Glen Abby Golf Club on July 25, 2013 in Oakville. — AFP

OAKVILLE: Brendan Steele carded eight
birdies in a seven-under-par 65 on
Thursday to seize the first-round lead in
the US PGA Tour’s Canadian Open. The
30-year-old Californian needed just 28
putts on the par-72 Glen Abbey course,
and held a one-stroke lead over
Australian Scott Gardiner and Americans
Scott Brown and Matt Kuchar. “Overall, it
was a good day,” said Steele, who made
the most of perfect early scoring condi-
tions as he hit nine of 14 fairways and 15
of 18 greens in regulation.

“I hit a lot of good shots and was able
to hole a lot of putts. I also didn’t miss
many greens or hit many shots off line,
and I was able to roll a few putts in,”
added Steele, who claimed his only US
PGA Tour title to date at San Antonio in
2011. Kuchar’s round included an eagle
at the par-five 18th, his ninth hole of the

day. After making the turn at five-under,
Kuchar added back-to-back birdies at
the second and third, but he ran into
trouble at the par-four sixth.

“Six is a hard hole,” Kuchar said. “The
rough can be really penalizing. I hit my
drive into the left rough. I had a good lie
and was able to get it to the green, but I
caught a flier and it ran through the
green and into the crowd, into some
trampled down, matted-down rough,
which is difficult in figuring out the grain
and how the ball is going to come out.”I
hit a poor chip that didn’t even get to
the green. There was more rough and
more grain than I had accounted for and
it came up short.” 

Gardiner’s seven birdies included a
scorching run of six in a row starting at
the par-five second. He nabbed his last
birdie of the day at the par-five 15th, but

gave a stroke back with a bogey at the
par-five 16th.  Brown grabbed his share
of second with a bogey-free effort that
included six birdies. Sweden’s David
Lingmerth and American Hunter Mahan
shared fifth place on five-under 67, with
another nine players-including former
Masters champions Trevor Immelman
and Bubba Watson-tied on 68.

Another big group on 69 included
Brad Fritsch, one of the home-grown
players trying to end the 59-year
drought for Canadian golfers in their
national open.”I felt like I played really
well today,” Fritsch said. “I felt like I
drove it great. I think I hit less than 50
percent of the fairways, but I think that’s
just the nature of this golf course.”
Fritsch’s effort left him tied for 16th,
with David Hearn the next-best
Canadian in a group on 70. — AFP 

Steady Steele seizes 
Canadian Open lead

GSTAAD: Roger Federer’s US Open preparations could be in
danger after the 17-time Grand Slam winner was beaten in his
opening match at the Swiss Open while playing with back
pain. The top seed, who was attending the small claycourt
event for the first time since winning it nine years ago, was
also dealing with the added stress of testing a new larger rac-
quet, coping with his physical limitations and facing a big hit-
ter in Daniel Brands. The German produced a 6-3, 6-4 win to
make the quarter-finals, coming good after taking the Swiss
star to three sets in Hamburg last week.

Federer, 31, who has been troubled occasionally in a rela-
tively injury-free career by back spasms, said that he has been
dealing with them for a few weeks now. He hinted that he will
be taking a late decision on whether or not to play the
Montreal Masters, a key US Open warm-up event, which
begins a week from Monday on August 5. “I’ve had serious
problems with the back, I had to get some anti-inflammatories
last week in Hamburg due to the pain,” he said after
Thursday’s loss, his third of the summer against an opponent
ranked outside the top 50.

Federer is currently ranked fifth in the world, his lowest lev-
el in a decade after going out in the Wimbledon second round
to Sergiy Stakhovsky and then losing last week in the
Hamburg semi-finals to Argentine qualifier Federico Delbonis.
Federer had been hoping to both build confidence as well as
test out a new larger racquet. Instead, he must now work on
his back and hope for the best. “I will have to do a lot of exer-
cises and see how it all feels. My main priority now is to fix my
back. I would love to be able to train at 100 percent,” said the
former world number one.

“I’ll have to see if the rehab is enough to let me play in
Montreal. If it is, I’ll go; if not, then it gives me another week.”
The Swiss said that due to his physical problems, it is hard for
him to tell where he is with his new racquet anyway. “A change
like this is very important but I honestly can’t tell right now due
to my low level. It’s hard to analyze anything. “I still don’t have
even enough information to try and explain. I have no clue
where I am right now with the racquet change.” — AFP 

Federer’s US Open 
plans under threat

Safety clampdown goes on in F1
BUDAPEST: Formula One is continuing its clampdown on safety
in the pit lane by hitting teams with grid penalties if they allow
their cars to rejoin a race with loose wheels. And all media will in
future be banned from the pit lane during qualifying and races at
Grands Prix, team representatives have told reporters at the
Hungarian Grand Prix.  

But a plan to introduce minimum pit stop times to prevent
teams hurrying and making mistakes has been rejected after dis-
cussions. The moves to make the pit lane safer were revealed by
team representatives late on Thursday after a meeting of team
managers and officials from the sport’s ruling body, the
International Motoring Federation (FIA),at the Hungaroring.

Any teams that permit a car to leave the pit lane with a loose
wheel will face a 10-place grid penalty for a future race - a direct
result of the accident at the German Grand Prix three weeks ago
when an errant wheel from Australian Mark Webber’s Red Bull
car hit and injured a British cameraman. This weekend’s
Hungarian Grand Prix will be the first at which pit-lane speed lim-
its will be controlled at a maximum of 80 kph in every session
and the race. — AFP 
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By Abdellatif M Sharaa

KUWAIT: In a match than began with both teams
determined to showcase their talents, Spain’s
Santiago Futsal team was able to snatch third
place in Kuwait Mini World Futsal Club tourna-
ment after beating Croatia’s MNK Alumnus by
two goals to one. Santiago started the match
strong and had control over the match while
Alumnus remained in its own half - making it eas-
ier for Santiago to come closer. Santiago’s con-
trol of the ball continued as Alumnus attempted
to use counter attacks that were not completed
because of the high concentration of the Spanish
players and their success in intercepting the
balls.

The Spanish team came close to scoring in the
9th minute when the ball hit the crossbar and
was kicked away by the defense in the last
minute. The 17th minute saw Santiago score the
first goal in the match when David Fuentes
passed the ball to David Mulas who netted it.
Santiago utilized the moral advantage they got
after the goal in the midst of confused Alumnus
players and added the second goal which was
scored by Alan Brandi - ending the first half by a
score of 2-0.

During the second half, Alumnus attacked
heavily - they changed their plan from defense to
attack and pressed hard against Santiago defens-
es who maintained a balanced game. Alumnus
constituted real danger against Santiago’s goal
which prompted Santiago to move out of their
defensive zone and attack - making the match
more interesting and exciting.

Santiago’s goal keeper denied Alumnus many
attempts until the 30th minute when Alumnus

succeeded with a goal scored by Josep Juric
which gave the match another dose of excite-
ment. The final minutes of the match tensed as
Alumnus players attempted to score from a dis-
tance.  The match ended with Santiago winning
third place.  

Director of the Kuwait Mini World Futsal Club
Tournament Khalid Habeeb said the efforts of the
organizing committee contributed to the great
success of the tournament. Habeeb said that the
response were more than expected and all local
and international media dealt with it with great
interest reflecting its success. Habeeb lauded the
Kuwait i  youth who worked with him and
described them as the most important gains of
the tournament. “We now have local personnel
who proved that  they can organize major
events,” he said, adding that Kuwait is the first
beneficiary from the tournament.

Meanwhile the tournament’s  Technical
Director Abolfazl Khondabandehloo said all the
teams were technically ready, at a high level and
the AFC representative was very surprised with
the standard of the tournament. He said that
“Kuwait has made history by organizing this first
tournament and this will be in the history books.
I am sure the teams will come next year more
prepared and ready”.  Meanwhile Footbal l
Academies in Kuwait played few games just
before the third place match. The fans were
impressed with the skills of the kids, who gave
the pitch a special atmosphere as they showed
they are truly the stars of the future. Deputy
President of Fahaheel Sports Club Rashid Al-
Kandiri presented a special memento to Sheikh
Talal Al-Mohammad and congratulated him on
the successful organization of the tournament. 

Spain’s Santiago grab third place 
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HONG KONG: Spurs defender Jan Vertonghen is a major
doubt for the start of the season after suffering injury on
what Sunderland manager Paolo Di Canio yesterday
called a “killer pitch” in Hong Kong. Spurs boss Andre
Villas-Boas also weighed in, saying he would prefer not to
go ahead with today’s friendly at the Hong Kong Stadium,
where his side play local team South China in the pre-sea-
son Barclays Asia Trophy. 

Sunderland and Manchester City are in the sell-out
final later the same day. The pitch at the 40,000-capacity
stadium was rendered unplayable in places on
Wednesday after being battered by heavy rain. More rain
has pounded Hong Kong since and wet weather has
again been forecast for today. Premier League champions
Manchester United are due to play at the same venue on
Monday. “If I can be sincere I would prefer not to play but
this is the reality that we have to face,” said Villas-Boas on
Friday. “We are professional. Unfortunately conditions
haven’t helped us but it is our responsibility that if the
authorities decide to go ahead we will play the game and

we will continue our preparation.” Belgian international
Vertonghen had to go off on a stretcher on Wednesday in
the 3-1 defeat to Sunderland after hurting his ankle in the
treacherous conditions.

With Spurs starting their season on August 18, at
Crystal Palace, time is running out for the key defender to
be fit. “He had damage to his ligaments so is most likely to
be out of training for two to three weeks so just about on
the deadline for the first game of the season,” Villas-Boas
said. “The conditions are extremely poor but there is
nothing we can do about it.  We’ve lost one player
through injury, not only because of the conditions but
because of the circumstances. It is just something that
happened. “But it’s a fact that our player safety is much
more important in this pre-season. Ideally I’d like to avoid
injuries in situations like this.” The straight-talking Di
Canio was also scathing about the dire state of the play-
ing surface. “It’s obvious that I couldn’t imagine this kind
of weather,” the famously feisty Italian said. “But we have
to handle the situation. This morning for example we

changed a bit our training session. The players weren’t
happy because they were without the ball this morning.
We couldn’t play on the field.

“For tomorrow’s game we hope the rain can stop and
maybe we can have a dry pitch, otherwise it will be diffi-
cult. “Of course I am concerned about the safety of the
players. “This is a killer pitch with this weather. It is dan-
gerous.” The Spurs-Sunderland game was put back 30
minutes because of incessant rain and the halves short-
ened to only 40 minutes each but Premier League chiefs
say the players were never in any danger.

City manager Manuel Pellegrini also spelt out his fears.
“Of course it is not easy to work on this kind of pitch
because there is too much rain every day,” he said Friday,
just as more rain came teeming down. “But the players
are working very hard and we don’t have any problems at
the moment. We will see tomorrow what happens with
the pitch. “It is a difficult pitch and we know it is a difficult
pitch, but the other day they played without any problem
so we will see how it is.” — AFP 

Di Canio fears for players on ‘killer pitch’

Liverpool dig in 
heels on Suarez

BANGKOK: Liverpool stood firm yesterday
against Arsenal’s repeated attempts to sign
Luis Suarez, saying they have already rejected
two bids and had no plans to sell the want-
away striker. Managing director Ian Ayre said
there was no change in Liverpool’s stance after
they knocked back Arsenal’s second offer of 40
million pounds ($61 million). “The situation is
the same,” Ayre told reporters in Bangkok. “We
do not intend to sell him (Suarez). Nothing has
changed.” He added that Liverpool had
received “two offers from Arsenal and they had
both been rejected”.

Liverpool rate Suarez, the Premier League’s
second highest scorer last season, in the same
category as fellow Uruguayan Edinson Cavani,
who moved from Napoli to Paris Saint-Germain
for a French-record 64 million euros (55 million
pounds, $84 million). Liverpool owner John W
Henry tweeted “What do you think they’re
smoking over there at Emirates?” referring to
Arsenal’s home ground, after their latest bid
was revealed this week.

Losing Suarez would put a major dent in
Liverpool’s hopes of challenging for a
Champions League spot this season. But the
Uruguayan, who wants to be assured of play-
ing in Europe’s top competition, has spoken
openly about a move. This week, manager
Brendan Rodgers told Suarez he should show
loyalty to Liverpool after they “stood by him,
like a son” during a racism controversy and also
a biting incident, for which Suarez is still serv-
ing a 10-match ban. 

Rodgers said Suarez, who came on towards
to huge acclaim towards the end of Liverpool’s
friendly on Wednesday in Melbourne, was like-
ly to play some part in Sunday’s game against
Thailand in Bangkok, “if he is fit”. “He’s three
weeks behind the others in fitness training, but
he simply loves playing,” Rodgers said of
Suarez, who only joined the tour from
Montevideo this week. “I am sure he will play
for a while.”

Rodgers said Liverpool received a “hum-
bling” reception as they arrived in Bangkok for
the final leg of their tour, after wins in Jakarta
and Melbourne. He added that he was pleased
with his defense-yet to concede a goal so far
on tour-despite the retirement of Jamie
Carragher, and praised centre half Kolo Toure,
newly arrived from Manchester City. “He’s a
quality player and a terrific person. Supported
by players like (Daniel) Agger and (Martin)
Skrtel we have a good defensive line,” said
Rodgers. — AFP 

JAKARTA: Chelsea manager Jose
Mourinho said he was “calm” over his
high-stakes bid for Wayne Rooney after
emerging star Romelu Lukaku burnished
his growing reputation with another two
goals in Jakarta. Mourinho indicated there
had been no new offer for Rooney after
Manchester United rejected an initial bid.
But he also said Chelsea were sticking by
their decision not to target any other play-
ers.

“No,” said Mourinho, after Chelsea’s 8-1
hammering of Indonesia All-Stars late on
Thursday, when asked if there had been
movement on the transfer situation.  “In
this moment we have what you know...
that bid that was public and official, and
after that nothing else and we are calm, as
we told you. We are calm because we are
happy with what we have.” The
Portuguese manager has much riding on
the Rooney bid with Chelsea looking at no
other players after the signings of
Germany forward Andre Schurrle, 22,
Holland midfielder Marco van Ginkel, 20,
and veteran Australia goalkeeper Mark
Schwarzer, 40.

But he has also been boosted by the
return from loan spells of 22-year-old
Belgium midfielder Kevin de Bruyne-cur-
rently nursing a knee injury-and power-
house striker Lukaku, who has bagged
four goals on Chelsea’s three-game Asian
tour. Lukaku, who struck the winner from
the penalty spot in Bangkok, and was also
on target in Kuala Lumpur, added a close-
range header and side-footed finish on
Thursday to press his claims for regular
first team football next season.

Mourinho said erratic,  50 million
pounds ($77 million) Spanish striker
Fernando Torres should be pleased to
have competition for a starting spot from
the imposing Lukaku, even without
Rooney in the squad.  “I think Fernando
should be happy because we have compe-
tition on the team and I think it’s good for
everybody in every position,” he said.  “So
Fernando, I  think he will  be pleased
because for some time at Chelsea he was
basically the young striker, after that it was

Demba Ba, arriving in January... and now
we have three strikers.”

He added that veteran England mid-
fielder Frank Lampard would resume train-
ing next week after an Achilles injury as
Chelsea head for four more pre-season
games in the United States.Chelsea won
the Premier League twice during
Mourinho’s first spell in charge and they
are seen as a serious threat to title-holders
Manchester United and 2012 winners
Manchester City, who are both blooding
new managers.  

And Mourinho will hope to steal a

march on United by racking up a three-
point lead before they meet on August 26,
after scheduling arrangements handed
Chelsea two home games at the start of
the season to the champions’ one match,
away to Swansea. “I’m never too worried
with the fixtures with the calendar, when
you play, when you play at home, when
you play away, when you play against a
rival,” Mourinho said. “I’m not worried
about it. We just start against Hull City, we
will try to win and after that comes (Aston)
Villa, Man United... match after match and
we’ll see what happens.” — AFP 

Mourinho ‘calm’ over 
Rooney; Lukaku shines

JAKARTA: Chelsea’s Belgian player Romelu Lukaku celebrates a goal during a friendly
football match against Indonesia all stars at Bung Karno stadium in Jakarta on July 25,
2013. Chelsea won 8-1. — AFP 



JAKARTA: It started as a crush in the 1980s
and became a steady relationship-but wild
scenes show Asia’s love for English football
is not just passionate, it’s getting stronger.
While Asian ardour for the English Premier
League has long been known, the unbridled
affection seen during this year’s pre-season
tours has stunned even seasoned observers. 

Rock-star welcomes from Vietnam to
Australia. Screaming fans at every hotel and
photo-shoot. Sold-out arenas across the
region and thousands paying just to watch
their heroes train. In Jakarta, Liverpool fans
are so well-versed that when ‘You’ll Never
Walk Alone’ rang out around the cavernous
Gelora Bung Karno Stadium, it was in a
pitch-perfect Scouse accent. “Liverpool fans
here know all the club’s songs and chants,
and they’ve even learnt the accent just from
YouTube,” said Fajar Nugraha, who helps
run Indonesia’s BIGREDS fan club.  

More than 95,000 fans turned out to
watch Liverpool’s friendly in Melbourne, the
second biggest for a football match ever
seen in Australia.  In Bangkok, motorbike
taxi riders showed loyalty to Manchester
United by charging 200 baht ($6.40) for pas-
sengers headed to watch the Red Devils,
and 300 baht for the same journey when

Chelsea were playing.
One enterprising fan ran five miles (eight

kilometers) through the streets of Hanoi
alongside the Arsenal team bus, wearing
the team’s shirt, before finally being invited
on board. And in Kuala Lumpur, Chelsea
devotees surrounded a rogue Manchester
United supporter and forced him to remove
his shirt after he turned up at a public train-
ing session wearing red instead of blue.
David Moyes, newly appointed as
Manchester United’s manager, was amazed
at the welcome when he stepped off their
chartered jet in Bangkok, comparing it to
Beatlemania.

“We arrived at the airport and I heard lots
of screaming young ladies. I don’t think it
was at me!” he said. “It was like some
famous pop group arriving, it was an incred-
ible welcome.” Julian Jackson, a veteran
Asian hand for sports marketing agency
Total Sports Asia (TSA), said the popularity
of the Premier League, often known region-
ally as the EPL, was growing “without a
doubt”. “The popularity has been soaring for
the last few years,” he told AFP.  “They’re
only scratching the surface in terms of get-
ting money out of Asia,” he added.

Jackson points to the ever increasing val-

ue of TV rights deals for the EPL in Asia, an
area with vast growth potential given the
region’s enormous and upwardly mobile
population. On their trips to Asia, clubs
charge appearance fees to play friendly
games, and benefit from sales of official
merchandise. And they trade on their popu-
larity by signing sponsorship deals involving
everything from banks and credit cards to
beer, telecoms, airlines, and even tomato
juice.

“Our global fan base is just short of a bil-
lion, and half of those are here in Asia, so it
(Asia) is a hugely important part of what we
do,” Premier League chief executive Richard
Scudamore said. Jackson said Liverpool
sharpened their focus on Asia when they
hired Ian Ayre, formerly with Kuala Lumpur-
based TSA, as their managing director, and
agreed a main sponsorship deal with
Standard Chartered, a bank with a strong
Asian presence.

The EPL now has a presence in the
dynamic region that rivals, including NBA
basketball and Major League Baseball, and
even Spanish and German football, can only
dream about. But it has been decades in the
making, after British TV companies struck
deals to screen English football in Asian

countries long before the advent of explo-
sive economic growth. “It’s a history thing,”
said Jackson, an English expat. “The BBC and
ITV (British TV stations) were selling English
football way before the Germans and
Italians and Spanish got involved in the situ-
ation.”

He added: “English football has a particu-
lar brand: 100 miles per hour, exciting to
watch... and the English were always good
at producing highlights shows, magazine
shows, interview shows. It meant the fans
were more educated.” With the Premier
League followed across the continent,
media coverage is vast. Asian TV channels
and newspapers devote generous space to
the competition, reducing the exposure of
local sports.

As a result, Premier League footballers
are adored like matinee idols, ensuring an
ecstatic reception when fans get a rare
chance to see them in person. “They’re like
stars, like Hollywood stars coming here.
Football fans feel like that,” said Peerawit
Anantasirarat, a sports reporter for
Thailand’s Modern9 TV.  “When John Terry
came out, or when Rooney came out at the
airport, we’re seeing superstars come here.
It’s amazing.”— AFP 

I love you! - Asia’s EPL passion grows 
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MOSCOW: Russian champions CSKA Moscow this weekend
clash with city rivals Lokomotiv after the surprise departure of
Brazilian forward Vagner Love to China, as big-spending
Anzhi seek to overcome the equally unexpected exit of Dutch
manager Guus Hiddink. The Red Army side’s attacking poten-
tial suffered a serious blow when the charismatic Vagner left
the Moscow club for Chinese top flight side Shandong
Luneng Taisan. 

“We are all grateful to Vagner for his services in our club,”
CSKA manager Leonid Slutsky said. “But when you coach a
serious club you should be ready for the departure of the
team’s leaders and take it philosophically.  “We can boost our
line-up with new signings as the transfer window is still
open.”  Earlier this month, CSKA’s forward line was weakened
with the departure of Czech forward Tomas Necid to Greek
Superleague side PAOK on loan.  

A number of players, including midfielders Georgi
Milanov, Zoran Tosic and Alexander Cauna, plus defenders
Kirill Nababkin and Mario Fernandes are also on the injury list.
Lokomotiv, meanwhile, are striving to overcome a hit-and-
miss season last time round under new chief coach Leonid
Kuchuk and will be able to field a full-strength squad on
Sunday.

The Russian Premier League’s big-spenders Anzhi, who
play at Samara on Sunday, also suffered a serious loss this
week when their manager Guus Hiddink resigned from his
post. The 66-year-old compatriot Rene Meulensteen was
appointed to replace him. It remains unclear why Hiddink
quit, just weeks after signing a new contract.  Meulensteen
made an impressive career as assistant coach to Alex
Ferguson at English Premier League giants Manchester
United but his capabilities as a head coach have never been
seriously tested.

In Samara, Anzhi will be without forwards Alexander
Kokorin, who is serving a disciplinary ban, and Lacina Traore
of Ivory Coast, who is recovering from injury. Left-sided play-
er Yury Zhirkov and full back Andrei Yeshchenko are also like-
ly to be unavailable. Last season’s runners-up Zenit St
Petersburg, who play at home yesterday against Kuban
Krasnodar, are still without first-choice keeper Vyacheslav
Malafeyev.   Italian wingback Domenico Criscito and Russian
international midfielder Roman Shirokov are also receiving
treatment for injuries.  League leaders Spartak Moscow, with
two wins in two games, play Dynamo in another Moscow der-
by on Saturday.—AFP

CSKA, Anzhi seek 
to shrug off 

surprise departures
BERLIN: Bayern Munich and Borussia
Dortmund clash today for the German
Super Cup in a rematch of their Champions
League final, with Dortmund denying they
want revenge. Bayern’s 2-1 win over
Dortmund at London’s Wembley in May
meant Munich became the first German
team to win the treble of European, league
and cup titles, but Borussia are viewing the
Super Cup showdown as a yardstick, rather
than Wembley payback.

“This is not revenge for Wembley,” said
Borussia’s Germany defender Mats
Hummels ahead of the game in Dortmund
Borusia may have finished second, and ful-
ly 25 points, behind Bayern in last season’s
Bundesliga, but Hummels added: “For us, it
is a good test to know where we stand, but
we won’t base our motivation on the fact
that we lost in London.” With the new
Bundesliga starting on August 9, bragging
rights are up for grabs in this pre-season
showdown, but much has already changed
for both teams since Arjen Robben’s late
winner at Wembley.

Bayern coach Jupp Heynckes has been
replaced by ex-Barcelona boss Pep
Guardiola, Spain under-21 captain Thiago
Alcantara has been recruited from the
Camp Nou and Germany midfield star
Mario Goetze has joined from Dortmund.
Dortmund have also rung the changes by
signing attacking midfielders Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyeng, from St Etienne,
and Henrikh Mkhitaryan, from Shakhtar
Donetsk.Illness or injury means neither are
due to start at Dortmund’s sold-out
Westfalenstadion, with a crowd of 80,645
expected.

Mkhitaryan is out for the next few
weeks having torn ankle ligaments in a
pre-season match, while Aubameyeng,
along with Poland winger Jakub ‘Kuba’
Blaszczykowski, is expected to be on the
bench as he recovers from a stomach dis-
order. Between them, Dortmund and

Bayern have won the last four Bundesliga
titles and there is much global interest in
the match, which will be broadcast in 195
countries. While Dortmund will start with-

out their newly-signed trio, Bayern’s star-
studded squad will be at virtually full
strength.

The European champions have won all
nine of their pre-season friendlies at a can-
ter, seeing off Catalan giants Barcelona 2-0
in Munich in Wednesday’s friendly.
Guardiola has ten full internationals in his
midfield and has said he will meet club
bosses after today’s match to discuss
whether any players should be sold before
the transfer window closes at the end of
August.  Brazil midfielder Luiz Gustavo has
been linked to Wolfsburg, while Premier

Legaue side Liverpool are reported to be
interested in Swiss winger Xherdan Shaqiri. 

Both sides have played down the bad
blood which flowed between them earlier

this year, especially following the April
announcement that Goetze had activated
a clause in his contract to join Bayern.”Last
season, there were one or two irritations,
but they were dealt with publically or inter-
nally,” said Dortmund’s director of sport
Michael Zorc.  “We would do well to just
talk about ourselves.” In February, Bayern’s
president Uli Hoeness had boasted “the
status quo in Germany has been restored”
after Munich beat Dortmund in the
German Cup quarter-final. Bayern’s direc-
tor of sport Matthias Sammer insisted:
“There’ll always be a bit of rivalry”.— AFP 

German giants face off
in Wembley re-match

MUNICH: Bayern Munich’s Croatian striker Mario Mandzukic eyes the ball
during the ‘Uli Hoeness Cup’ friendly football match FC Bayern Munich vs
FC Barcelona in the stadium in Munich, southern Germany, on July 24,
2013. — AFP 



SATURDAY, JULY 27, 2013
S P O R T S

LONDON: A year after hosting the Olympics,
London is trumpeting the economic benefits
of the Games. But residents living near the
Olympic Park are still waiting for the prom-
ised benefits as rents soar. Usain Bolt is in
town and the scent of 2012 is in the air as
London’s Olympic Park reopens its doors for
an athletics meet and anniversary festivities,
12 months after it hosted the greatest sport-
ing show on earth.

Eventually, the site will be handed over to
the people with the ambitious aim of creat-
ing the “Hyde Park” of the east. But in the
neighborhoods surrounding the site, it is
very far from Chelsea and other upmarket
districts as cranes and futuristic buildings vie
for attention against the grey backdrop.
Stratford, chosen as the main site of the
Games, ranks among the poorest areas of
Britain. It has problems of crime, rampant
unemployment and dire child poverty levels,
which run at 40 percent in Tower Hamlets,
one of its districts.

The organizing committee sold its bid on
a promise to “fundamentally transform”
these districts by committing to them a sig-
nificant chunk of the £9.3 billion ($14.3 bil-
lion, 10.8 billion euros) spent on the Games
by the taxpayer. London mayor Boris
Johnson this week declared that it was
already “Mission Accomplished”. Beyond the
economic boost to the country, which the
government this week claimed was £9.9 bil-
lion, and the city’s biggest baby boom since
1966, Johnson also welcomed the “astonish-
ing economic story of regeneration in east
London”. According to him, it have taken at
least 70 years to materialize without the
Games. “Transport, investment, homes,
Westfield (shopping centre) - all these are
hard facts,” the mayor said. It is beyond dis-
pute that the Olympic Park, built on a pollut-
ed brownfield site, has changed the area
beyond all recognition. It now has an interna-
tional train station and Westfield, the largest
shopping centre in Europe. This temple of

commerce, with its international retail chains
and Brazilian barbecue, is meant to embody
the new Stratford, even if its surroundings
still resemble a construction site in a soulless
urban desert. But most of the area’s popula-
tion lives on the other side of the major rail-
way junction, in old Stratford, which is a dif-
ferent world. At the foot of the railway bridge
is the far less glamorous, brown-bricked,
Stratford Centre, where Norman Williams
sells socks and £2 T-shirts.

“Westfield brought more people, and it
didn’t really harm this centre,” he explained
to AFP. “There are not so many quality shops
but local people are mainly poor people who
don’t need Westfield shops all the time.” Born
in Stratford, Williams said he was “mainly pos-
itive” about the efforts of Games organizers,
despite initial doubts. Many in Stratford are
also grateful to the Games for “putting them
on the map,” he added. “Young kids can use
the track, swimming and cycling facilities, and
there is a major football team (West Ham

United) coming,” said Jo Pearce. “I believe
London did really well.” On the downside,
rents and house prices have soared. In
Newham, another struggling district of
Stratford, they have increased by about 19
percent in two years, while the average across
London stands below 13 percent. Around the
Olympic Park, one-bedroom apartments are
being leased out at £300 per week, an eye-
watering cost out of the reach of locals. Some
35 percent of the 2,800 Olympic Village apart-
ments will become social housing. But half
were sold to the Qatar sovereign wealth fund,
which intends to rent at the rising market val-
ue. “Rents went up, that’s for sure,” explained
Harriett Haynes, a retiree who owns a three-
bedroom apartment with her   husband. “My
neighbors had to move out because they
couldn’t keep up anymore, it became too
expensive.” In fact, renters have long antici-
pated the regeneration of the area, and also
that they would never be able to afford to
share in the promised rewards. — AFP 

A year on - Olympics yet to solve East London problems

PARIS: Scientists said yesterday that
Usain Bolt performed a feat of biome-
chanics when he ran 100m in a record
9.58sec at the 2009 World
Championships in Berlin. Crossing the
line in a time that is still a world record
meant Bolt had to muster “truly
extraordinary” power and energy to
overcome exceptional drag, they said.

Taking into account the altitude of
the Berlin track, the temperature at
the time of the race and the resistance
caused by Bolt’s 1.95m (six feet five
inch), 94-kilo (207-pound) frame, the
researchers calculated he had a drag
coefficient of 1.2, which is less aerody-
namic than the average human. Bolt
hit peak power after only 0.89 sec-
onds, expending 81.58 kilojoules of
energy by the time he finished the

race. But 92.21 percent of this energy
was used to overcome air resistance,
according to a paper appearing in the
European Journal of Physics. Only 7.79
percent was used to achieve motion.
After 41 strides, he crossed the line at
43.92 kilometers (27.29 miles) per
hour. “The enormous amount of work
that Bolt developed in 2009, and the
amount that was absorbed by drag, is
truly extraordinary,” said scientist
Jorge Hernandez from the National
Autonomous University of Mexcio. 

“It is so hard to break records
nowadays, even by hundredths of a
second, as the runners must act very
powerfully against a tremendous
force which increases massively with
each bit of additional speed they are
able to develop. “This is all because of

the ‘physical barrier’ imposed by the
conditions on Earth. Of course, if Bolt
were to run on a planet with a much
less dense atmosphere, he could
achieve records of fantastic propor-
tions.”

The team compared Bolt’s time in
Berlin with his previous world-record
time, of 9.69sec, set during the 2008
Beijing Olympics. In Berlin, he benefit-
ed from a tiny tailwind of 3.23 kph (2
mph), the researchers found. Without
this boost, he would have come in at
9.68sec, thus beating the previous
mark by 0.01sec. The analysis was
made from data provided by the
International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF), whose laser track-
er recorded Bolt’s position and speed
every 0.1 of a second in Berlin. —AFP 

BUDAPEST: Adrian Sutil is a man in a hurry but he needs
to move up a gear in Hungary this weekend to have a
chance of a first podium finish in his 100th Formula One
grand prix. The Force India driver, who has only ever
raced for the one team in its various guises since his
debut in 2007, told reporters that he was proud of the
milestone but any celebrations would be limited. “The
fact is, it’s now 100 grands prix and no podium and I
want to be on the podium so I need to hurry up. I don’t
want to wait a long time to achieve this goal,” the
German said determinedly. “But I never give up. I like it
here and try to make it better and still believe we can
make it...this year we had some opportunities, it was
close.

“But it’s just that you are so on the limit to be in this
area (of finishing in the top three), one little mistake and
it’s already gone. Whereas with a top team you can do
mistakes and you finish still on the podium easily.” Sutil
finished fourth in Italy in 2009, after starting on the front
row for the first and only time in his career, and this sea-
son has a best of fifth in Monaco. He missed the 2012
season, dropped by the team at the end of 2011 after a
nightclub fracas in China involving a broken champagne
glass, but returned this season to partner Britain’s Paul Di
Resta.

The tall German said he felt comfortable in the
Silverstone-based team, which has gone from Jordan to
Midland to Spyker to Force India. McLaren’s Jenson
Button won in Hungary in 2011 in his 200th race and
Sutil, without being superstitious, hoped his 100th could
be marked with a big step up for him. “One hundred
(races), it makes me feel a bit older,” he said. “I have to
perform and I have it in my hands this weekend. “There’s
still a lot of time and I look forward to the future. I have
my goals, I haven’t achieved all the goals I wanted within
the 100 grands prix. I thought it would be a bit easier to
climb on the podium.” Sutil brings some sponsorship to
the team but his future at Force India beyond this sea-
son remains open. He said he knew where he wanted to
go and was confident in his qualities as a driver. The 30-
year-old, who came back after being handed an 18
month suspended jail sentence and fined 200,000 euros
($264,700)for the Shanghai incident, bristled when
asked by a reporter to be more specific about them.

“You don’t know what my qualities are?,” he asked.
“You like always writing something bad? People are
quite afraid to say something good, they are more easy
to say something bad about someone. “I think after so
many years people should realize my qualities. “I don’t
need to tell you how good I am. I show it every weekend
here on the circuit...I am still here after six years so that
just shows I do something right, I have my qualities and I
don’t need to explain them.” — Reuters

In world record, Bolt 
triumphed over air

BERLIN: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt (left) competes in the men’s 100m semi-final race of the 2009 IAAF Athletics World
Championships in this file photo. Scientists yesterday said Usain Bolt performed a feat of biomechanics when he
ran 100m in a record 9.58 seconds at the 2009 World Championships in Berlin. — AFP 

Sutil reaches 100 races - 
still chasing first podium
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MADRID: The world’s top swimmers will be vying to fill
the void left by Michael Phelps as the world champi-
onships begin without the decorated American in
Barcelona on Sunday. Phelps, who ended his glittering
career after last year’s London Olympics, will be watch-
ing from the stands at the hilltop Palau Sant Jordi, a ven-
ue for the 1992 Olympics, as some of his old rivals bid to
take his place as the global face of swimming. 

Americans Ryan Lochte and Nathan Adrian, Australia’s
James Magnussen, Sun Yang of China, Frenchmen
Yannick Agnel and Florent Manaudou and South Africa’s
Chad le Clos will be the ones to watch as the sport comes
to terms with the absence of Phelps who amassed 26
world championship and 18 Olympic golds.

Lochte is defending the most titles from the last
world championships in Shanghai in 2011, including the
200 meters freestyle, the 200 meters backstroke and the
200 and 400 meters individual medleys. Among the
women gunning for gold medals and world records are
Americans Missy Franklin and Katie Ledecky, Lithuania’s
Ruta Meilutyte, Chinese Ye Shiwen, Cate Campbell and
Alicia Coutts of Australia and Ranomi Kromowidjojo of

the Netherlands.
Judging by the form book, the Americans are likely to

take the absence of Phelps firmly in their stride and top
the medals table for 13th time in 15 editions since the
first world championships in Belgrade in 1973. The for-
mer East Germany briefly knocked them off their perch
in 1982 and 1986. “The United States has been the
globe’s aquatic power for eons,” according to influential
website SwimVortex.com. “Even as the country under-
goes a transition period, there is no reason to believe the
Red, White and Blue won’t remain on top of the world
pedestal,” they added.

ROLE MODEL
South Africa’s Le Clos caused a sensation in London

when he pipped Phelps to win gold in the 200 meters
butterfly and deny him a third straight title in his
favourite event. The 21-year-old suffered an injured
shoulder around the turn of the year and has decided to
compete only in the three butterfly events in Barcelona.

“Michael Phelps was a role model and an inspiration
for me when I was growing up so I will miss him a little

bit,” Le Clos, who has become good friends with his boy-
hood hero, told a news conference on Wednesday. “He’s
going to be in the stands watching and hopefully watch-
ing me doing well.” The world championships also offer
a chance for traditional powerhouses Australia to
redeem themselves after a woeful performance in
London. A damning review said team management had
failed to prevent a “toxic culture” from developing in the
squad, which produced Australia’s worst Olympic results
in 20 years.

Abuse of alcohol and prescription drugs, as well as
flouting of curfews and bullying, had gone unchecked
and contributed to the underperformance, the review
said. The nation’s swimmers can put that right in
Barcelona and fans will be expecting the likes of
Magnussen and Christian Sprenger among the men
and Campbell and Coutts on the women’s side to step
up. China, meanwhile, are cautiously optimistic and
head coach Yao Zhengjie has set a target of four golds.
China finished second behind the US at the Shanghai
championships with five golds, two silvers and seven
bronze. — Reuters

Navigating a post-Phelps world in Barcelona

BARCELONA: Teenage pool star Missy
Franklin of the USA will tackle eight events
when swimming’s world championships start
on Sunday as the sport adjusts to life after
Michael Phelps.  Having quit after London
2012, after collecting a record 18th Olympic
gold medal, Phelps, 28, will only be a specta-
tor during the eight days of swimming’s
world championships at Barcelona’s Palau
Sant Jordi stadium.  

In his absence, the 18-year-old Franklin
will be looking to emulate Phelps, who won
eight golds at the Beijing 2008 Olympics, as
she looks to tackle a punishing program.
Franklin’s schedule includes the 100 and
200m freestyle, all three backstroke events
over 50, 100 and 200m and all three relays-
eight events in total. Should she win all her
events, she will manage something even
Phelps failed to pull off: no swimmer-male or
female-has ever won eight golds at a world
championships.

Having won four golds at the 2012
London Olympic Games and three at the
2011 world championships in Shanghai,
Franklin has been working on her 100m and
200m freestyle, where she finished fifth and
fourth respectively in London. The University
of California student spearheads a youthful
US team which will again be looking to top
the medal table. Other candidates to shine in
Barcelona include Franklin’s compatriot Ryan
Lochte, 28, who left London with two golds
and silvers, and has 12 world gold medals in
his collection dating back to 2005.

South Africa’s Olympic champions, 100m
breast-stroke star Cameron van der Burgh
and 200m butterfly gold medalist Chad le
Clos, will be looking to bring more swim suc-
cess to the Rainbow Nation. Australia’s James
“The Missile” Magnussen will be defending
his 100m freestyle world title with his team
seeking redemption after under-achieving in
London and an ensuing tumultuous 12
months.

Their 2012 campaign was Australian
swimming’s first Games without an individual
gold medal since Montreal in 1976 and their
worst overhaul haul-of one gold medal, six
silver and three bronze-since 1992 in
Barcelona.  Two independent enquiries into
what went wrong in London pointed to a

squad lacking leadership and found “toxic”
incidents such as drunkenness and bullying
had gone unchecked. As a consequence,
Australia will send their smallest team in eight
years to the Barcelona world championships.

Magnussen is targeting both the 50m and
100m events in Barcelona, while five-time
London Olympic medalist Alicia Coutts, who
like Franklin faces a busy schedule having
qualified for five individual events plus the
prospect of swimming in three relay teams.
Like the Australians, China’s swim team, led
by teen phenom Ye Shiwen and distance spe-
cialist Sun Yang, will bid to chip away at the
United States’ pool supremacy. Sun, 21, led
his country to their best Olympic perform-
ance in London, snaring two gold medals and
smashing his own 1500m world record as
China finished with five titles. Ye, who is still
only 17, will also be in the spotlight as she
tries to defend her 200m individual medley
world title and again cast off the speculation
that accompanied her gold medals in
London.

Ye raised eyebrows when she obliterated

the 400m medley world record with a sensa-
tional freestyle lap, timing faster over the final
leg than men’s winner Ryan Lochte a few
races earlier. South Korea head to Barcelona
without their most high-profile performer
and only reigning world champion, 400m
freestyle specialist Park Tae-Hwan.  The 23-
year-old sits out Barcelona having lost his key
sponsor and fallen out with Korean officials,
who refused to give him his prize money for
his two silver medals in London.

There is plenty of European interest with
France’s Olympic champion Yannick Agnel,
now under the tutorage of Phelps’s ex-coach
Bob Bowman, racing in the 200m freestyle,
which he won last year in London by a body
length.  Germany’s 200m and 400m freestyle
world record holder Paul Biedermann will
miss the entire world championships after
recovering from illness. His girlfriend Britta
Steffen, the 50 and 100m freestyle world
record holder, will not race over 50m in
Barcelona having missed the German trials in
April with illness, but will compete over
100m. — AFP 

Franklin eyes a
Phelps-esque 8

BARCELONA: US swimmer Missy Franklin smiles during a training session
ahead of the FINA Swimming World Championships in Barcelona, Spain yes-
terday. — AP

Bell enjoys putting 
Australia to sword
LONDON: England batsman Ian Bell admits he is relish-
ing the chance to avenge his Ashes misery against
Australia. Bell averaged just 32 in 18 Ashes Tests before
the current series and became something of a whip-
ping boy for the Australians, with Shane Warne taking
several opportunities to taunt him for his perceived
lack of grit. But the Warwickshire star has finally
matured into England’s middle-order lynchpin and
Australia have been unable to extend their dominance
against him.  

Bell has scored a century in the last three Ashes
Tests, including vital innings in the victories at Trent
Bridge and Lord’s. “From my first couple of Ashes series
I knew I had to improve on that,” Bell said. “The
Australian team I started against was pretty good, so it
is nice to be putting my hand up now as a senior player
when we’ve needed it.  “I feel pretty confident right
now and it is good to be putting it together in an Ashes
series which is what I’ve wanted to do.

“I don’t really feel too bad about the previous series
but it is nice to be able to do things when the team
need it most and scoring hundreds is what you want to
do. “To have three now against Australia is exactly
where I want to be.” With England already 2-0 up in the
series, they can retain the Ashes with a win or a draw in
the third Test at Old Trafford next week.  And Bell, who
has always found Old Trafford to be a happy hunting
ground, can’t wait to punish the Australian bowlers
again.

He has scored two hundreds and a 97 in five
Manchester Tests, at an average of 87. But if there is
anything Bell takes from the epic drawn Test against
Australia in 2005 - the last Ashes match played at Old
Trafford-it is that the tourists will be determined not to
surrender without a fight.  

“I know that the Test matches I’ve been involved in
there, we’ve got a good record so it is a good place for
England to go to now,” Bell said.  “The 2005 Test was a
game we were looking at targeting another win, but
Australia battled right to the end.

“They were so excited about getting the draw, so
you felt a little shift in the series right there because
they were happy to get out of it.  “It was an intense
game as all Ashes games are and I would expect anoth-
er tough game coming up. 

“Coming into this series it has been about contribut-
ing to the team and at Lord’s we had to work hard in
different periods of the game and we got our rewards
at the end. “It has been hard work, but these couple of
days will give us a nice break from the cricket so we’re
right for Old Trafford.” — AFP 
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BARCELONA: If Superman is known for leaping tall buildings in a
single bound then the high divers who are about to debut their
sport at the swimming world championships must also qualify for
superhero status. Rather than leaping buildings, they will be div-
ing from them, or the equivalent at least.  High diving will make its
debut in the FINA competition next week with 14 brave men and
five fearless women jumping from 27- and 20-meter platforms,
respectively, into Barcelona’s harbor. 

That’s the equivalent of a nine-story building for the men and
seven stories for the women.  Speeds will approach 100 mph.
“That really is a lot of guts and courage, and a dash of insanity,”
USA Diving high performance director Steve Foley said in an inter-
view. “I can’t wait. It’s going to be fantastic.  “It’s just another
extension really of what high diving is all about,” Foley added. “For
a lot of years high diving has been in shows - jumping out of roofs
- and an entertainment factor. Now it has become a genuine
event.”

The participating athletes come from the established Red Bull
Cliff Diving World Series, which has been known to attract crowds
of more than 70,000 to its most popular event in La Rochelle,
France, each year. Still, it wasn’t expected when the FINA Bureau
moved quickly to approve high diving as a full medal event just
five months ago. “It was quite surprising. My initial reaction was,
‘Wow, are we sure?’” said British Swimming chief executive David

Sparkes. “But I’ve warmed to it. I’ve looked into it and I’ve talked to
our colleagues from Red Bull. “There’s a good safety protocol
around the whole thing and they’ve had a group of people who
are really experienced in diving and safety looking at it,” Sparkes
added. “So fingers crossed nothing happens.”

And if something does go wrong, organizers will be ready. Just
like on the Red Bull series, scuba divers and free divers will be
waiting down below when each diver jumps, and they will enter
the water simultaneously with the athlete to make sure he or she
gets back up to the surface. Still, the risk of injury is high, depend-
ing mostly on whether divers rotate too much or too little.  Due to
the high speed, divers are required to enter the water feet first,
optimally with their arms and hands flanking their sides.

“A few of the divers have been knocked unconscious because
they under-rotated just enough to take a shot on the chin,”
American competitor Steven LoBue wrote in an email.  If the
divers’ legs come apart under the water after entry, that could
cause trouble, too.  “Even if your entry is completely vertical, the
inner thigh muscles must be fit to avoid pulling/tearing the groin
muscle,” LoBue said. 

“The impact is so strong that it can contort your body underwa-
ter if you don’t tighten your muscles at exactly the right time.”
LoBue and fellow American competitor David Colturi were each
injured during their first high diving competition. “I over-rotated a

dive and landed well past vertical and fractured my tailbone,”
LoBue said. “I still competed the next day but the next two months
were pretty painful.” Colturi landed on his backside and his swim-
suit ripped in half, leaving him in agony for weeks.

A former US national team diver, Colturi took his first dives
from 20 meters working at a stunt show in Monticello, Indiana.
“My first takeoff was just a straight jump, all the way down, some-
thing I would never do again because of the free-falling, stomach-
in-your-throat effect like riding a roller coaster,” Colturi said. “After
that I started doing single somersaults and harder tricks from
there. I’m still scared every time I step onto a high diving platform.
It’s a healthy balance of fear, calmness, and confidence that keeps
us safe and able to perform well.”

Colturi and LoBue placed 1-2 earlier this month in the Red Bull
stop in Malcesine, Italy, and they will be among the medal con-
tenders here. Gary Hunt of Britain won the Red Bull series the past
three years and leads this year’s standings. Then there’s 38-year-
old Colombian Orlando Duque, who won the inaugural Red Bull
series in 2009 after dominating other global competitions for the
previous decade.  The women’s competition is more of a mystery,
since they only competed on the Red Bull series for the first time in
Malcesine. Three Americans are entered in the women’s competi-
tion - Cesilie Carlton, Ginger Huber and Tara Hyer Tira - plus Anna
Bader of Germany and Stephanie De Lima of Canada.  —AP

High diving pioneers to take the plunge 
BARCELONA: In a picture taken with an underwater camera, Canada’s Pamela Ware competes in the women’s 3-metre springboard semi-final diving event in the FINA World
Championships in Barcelona yesterday. — AFP 


