
By Asma Al-Rifai

Many visitors and new comers to Kuwait often
ask about ‘Girgian’.  It is a purely Kuwaiti tradi-
tion, and nothing to do with Islam at all.

Girgian is a wonderful reward and a unique celebra-
tion aimed for Kuwaiti children for the hard work of
fasting during Ramadan that beholds many meanings
and great results. 

Girgian takes place in the three mid days of
Ramadan (13, 14,15th) in the lunar calendar. Children
put on their Kuwaiti traditional dress and carry with
them a cloth bag. They go out after evening prayer in
the neighborhood knocking on doors to get treats of
candy and nuts. The children sing a special song that
wishes the person they are singing for everlasting
peace and good relations with the family, especially
the mother. 

While singing, the children hold their bags up,
slightly opening the top for the house owner to pour
in a cup-full of treats into the bag. The treats consist of
three main components:  candies, nuts, and money. A
while back, the candy was primarily toffee and caramel
squares and the nuts were mostly peanuts. However,
today, the candy and nuts have expanded into new
dimensions of the latest Cadbury Chocolates and
finest nuts. 

Not surprisingly, the children’s favorite part is the
money which is mostly coins and sometimes quarter
or half Dinar.  If the children are lucky, they might get
two cups of treats and sometimes three, but that is not
usual since the owners must save treats for the others.
The children continue singing until every child gets
their share. Then they warmly thank the owners and
leave the house, going to the next in the neighbor-
hood, asking for treats.  

In recent years some young mothers developed the
idea of Girgian by packing candy and nuts creatively in
fancy boxes and then sending it to family, friends and
neighbors.  Some non-Kuwaiti families don’t celebrate
Girgian and don’t provide the children with treats
which can break their spirit at times; however, recently,
all families, Kuwaiti or not, have joined the celebration
and are more than happy to reward and show appreci-
ation for the hard work of these children.  

This tradition has been going on since the early
days of the state of Kuwait and it’s shared by many
countries of the Arabian Gulf. To understand why
Girgian has become a reward, there must be an under-
standing to how Ramadan is hard work. Fasting
Ramadan is one of the five basic beliefs of Islam in
which Muslims must fast from dawn to dusk. This
becomes a habit to Muslim adults since they have
adapted to this month their whole lives. 

Yet, as Muslim children start to view it as hard work,
their thinking is soon changed by the reward that fol-
lows. This is where Girgian comes into the picture with
a very interesting story behind it. In short, the Kuwaiti
ancestors observed how their children executed their
work efficiently during the hardships of fasting
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50 detained as Interior 

busts vote-buying ring 
306 candidates battle for 50-seat National Assembly

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: With just six days to go for the July 27 elec-
tion, the withdrawals door has closed. 306 candidates
remain in the race for the 50-seat National Assembly as
the Interior Ministry has busted at least three suspected
three vote-buying operations. Security men have arrest-
ed more than 50 men and women, most of whom
caught red-handed organizing major vote-buying oper-
ations in various constituencies, with some of the oper-
ations involving former MPs.

The main bust was in Jabriya when detectives arrest-
ed 36 Kuwaitis operating at a villa to lure voters to pur-
chase their votes and seized large amounts of cash. The
arrested people were reportedly working for a new can-
didate, a well-known businessman. Similar raids were
carried out on at least three more places and several
people were also caught in the act. Security sources
said that some of those arrested have confessed to
organizing vote-buying processes.

Arrest warrants have been issued against the business-
man candidate and a member of the scrapped National
Assembly, while reports indicated that police busted
another ring buying votes for a former MP who is also a
member of the scrapped Assembly in the Fifth
Constituency. Police action came after a flurry of allega-
tions that corruption and vote-buying processes were
rampant in the election and after a local daily and former
opposition MP Mussallam Al-Barrak said influential people
have established multi-million-dinar funds to influence the
election results.

They claimed that two funds, worth around KD18 mil-
lion, were established to finance certain candidates
through vote-buying with the aim to ensure the success of
25 candidates of their supporters, or half of the Assembly. 

Continued on Page 15

KUWAIT: Supporters of parliamentary candidates Bassel Al-Jasser (inset right) and former Speaker of the annulled par-
liament Ali Al-Rashid (inset left) listen during an electoral campaign in Kuwait City. Kuwait will hold a second parlia-
mentary election in eight months on July 27 amid a political crisis that has stalled development in the wealthy Gulf
state. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

JERUSALEM: Israel has agreed to release
Palestinian prisoners in order to resume
peace talks, but will not yield to other
demands the Palestinians say must be
met before they return to the negotiat-
ing table. Strategic Affairs Minister Yuval
Steinitz said yesterday that Israel was
prepared to release some “heavyweight”
prisoners but could not accept
Palestinian demands over the borders of
their future state before talks begin.

US Secretary of State John Kerry said

on Friday that Israel and the Palestinians
had laid the groundwork to resume talks
after an almost three-year stalemate, but
that the deal was not final and required
more diplomacy. “There will be some
release of prisoners,” Steinitz told Israel
Radio. “I don’t want to give numbers but
there will be heavyweight prisoners who
have been in jail for tens of years.” The
release would be carried out in phases,
he added.

Palestinians have long demanded

that Israel free prisoners held since
before 1993, when the two sides signed
the Oslo Accords - a interim deal intend-
ed to lead to an independent state the
Palestinians seek in East Jerusalem, the
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. “In all
meetings held by President Abu Mazen
(Mahmoud Abbas) with Kerry and oth-
ers, the Palestinian demand to release
the prisoners topped the agenda,” said
Abbas’s spokesman, Nabil Abu Rdaineh.
“Freeing prisoners is a Palestinian priori-

ty that should precede any agreement.
There are about 100 pre-Oslo prison-

ers in Israeli  jails,  according to the
Palestinian Prisoners Club, a Palestinian
body that looks after the interests of
inmates and their families. Steinitz indi-
cated that some of those who would be
released had been convicted of violent
crimes against Israelis. “It will not be
simple, but we will make that gesture,”
he said.    

Continued on Page 15

Israel to free ‘heavyweight’ prisoners 

A ‘gesture’ for Palestinian peace talks

NEW YORK: Osama Bin Laden’s son-in-law
has asked a New York court to throw out
terrorism charges against him, partly on
the grounds he had been tortured on the
flight that brought him to the United
States. In a motion seeking the dismissal
of the case, lawyers for former Al-Qaeda
spokesman Sulaiman Abu Ghaith also
claimed US officials had colluded with
Iran over his detention there for more
than a decade after the 9/11 attacks.  

The move marks the first salvo of a
landmark legal battle in which Abu

Ghaith’s lawyers will seek to challenge the
US government’s conduct in the “war on
terror.” Prosecutors declined to comment
on the dismissal motion. They have three
weeks to respond, and the judge then has
two weeks to set a date for a ruling or a
hearing on the issues raised. Abu Ghaith
was detained by US agents in Jordan at
the end of February and flown to New
York.  He was indicted on March 1 on a
single count of conspiracy to kill US
nationals. 

Continued on Page 15

Bin Laden son-in-law 

accuses US of torture

KANDAHAR: Afghan boys read from Quran during the Muslim holy month of
Ramadan at a mosque in the city of Kandahar, Afghanistan yesterday. — AP 

CAIRO: Three women died in clashes between loyalists
and opponents of Egypt’s ousted Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi, medics said yesterday, despite warn-
ings by the military that it would crackdown on violent
protests. “Three people were killed and seven others
wounded by birdshot and stabbing attacks during
clashes between Morsi supporters and his opponents,”
Adel Said, a hospital official in the Nile Delta city of
Mansura said.

The three killed were all women, he added. A pro-
Morsi protester injured in the clashes, also speaking by
phone, said thousands of loyalists were marching
through the city’s narrow streets when “thugs” attacked
them with guns, knives and rocks. Tensions are running
high in Egypt more than two weeks after the army oust-
ed the country’s first freely-elected president following
massive protests calling for him to go.

Rival protests were staged in several cities on Friday,

with tens of thousands rallying in Cairo to demand the
Islamist leader’s reinstatement. Before Friday’s demon-
strations, the army warned that it would decisively con-
front any violent protesters. “Whoever resorts to vio-
lence in Friday’s protests will endanger his life, and will
be treated with utmost decisiveness, within legal
bounds,” it said.

Morsi’s army-installed successor Adly Mansour
vowed to fight for stability against opponents he
accused of wanting to plunge the crisis-hit country “into
the unknown”. “We will fight the battle for security to
the end. We will preserve the revolution,” he said in a
speech broadcast by state television on Thursday.
Several thousand supporters of Morsi’s overthrow by
the military descended on Cairo’s Tahrir Square on
Friday evening, setting off fireworks and chanting pro-
army slogans.

Continued on Page 15

Three die as Egypt’s 

rival factions clash

DUBAI: Three Britons jailed for more than a year in
Dubai on drugs charges have been freed as part of an
amnesty for the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, a
British legal charity said yesterday. The three were sen-
tenced to four years in jail in April, and said they had
been tortured following their arrest.

Grant Cameron, Karl Williams and Suneet Jeerh, all in
their 20s, were arrested during a holiday in the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) in July 2012. Police said they had
found a form of synthetic cannabis in their hire car. All
three had pleaded not guilty to charges of possessing
and intending to sell illegal drugs and said police had
subjected them to beatings and threatened them with
guns - allegations the police deny.

“After a year of waiting, we are deeply relieved and
overjoyed to have Grant back home with us after his ter-
rible ordeal,” Tracy Cameron said of her son, in com-
ments emailed to Reuters by Reprieve, which campaigns
for prisoner rights. In a letter to Reprieve, a London-
based legal charity, Prime Minister David Cameron said
in April that Britain had repeatedly raised concerns
about the torture allegations with the UAE, saying the
authorities’ failure to conduct a full medical examination
of the men was worrisome. — Reuters

Dubai frees Britons 
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Three-member gang attacks

police officer in Kuwait City

Gang held for armed robbery

Fire at a commercial complex in Khaitan.

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A fire broke out at a commercial
complex at 6 am yesterday in Khaitan in a
real estate office. The fire was brought
under control without any casualties. 

Another blaze erupted on the ground

floor of a two-storey house in Ardiya at
12:30 am. Flames were high with heavy
smoke which required firemen to form two
groups - one for fighting the blaze and the
other for dispersing smoke from the house. 

The fire soon was brought under con-
trol, and investigations are underway. 

Fire break out in

Khaitan, Ardiya

Blaze on the ground floor of a two-storey house in Ardiya.

Brotherhood 

in Ramadan

When my children were young, they loved to count
the number of different nationalities amongst
our guests.  Whenever the number exceeded ten,

and this happened invariably during ‘iftar’ in Ramadan,
they were very gratified, and felt a true appreciation of the
unity amongst the Muslims all over the world.  They would
imagine and discuss how Muslims - millions of them, from
Asia to Africa, from the Americas to Europe, even down-
under in Australia, were all getting up either for the pre-
dawn suhoor, or were getting ready for iftar in order to
observe the fast of Ramadan with them.

I recall their astonishment when the number included
a tall Hungarian Muslim convert.  Their awe at his height
was nothing to their amazement that a communist had
entered the folds of Islam!  Truly, the sense of equity, the
sense of brotherhood manifested in fasting during
Ramadan has no parallel.  However, we must not forget
that this demonstration of fraternalism or brotherliness is
not a phenomenon restricted just to Ramadan.  In actual
fact, the inalienable rights and duties of brotherhood are a
hallmark of Islam, and a very fundamental underpinning
of the Muslim ‘ummah’ - community.  The Quran and the
Sunnah, which constitutes the traditions of the Prophet
Mohammad (peace be upon him), have given us a clear
definition of unity and brotherhood and how it can be
realized and established.  

For Allah says in the Quran:
‘The believers are but a single brotherhood; so make

peace between two (contending) brothers; And fear God
that ye may receive mercy.’ (Al - Hujurat 49: 10)

In Prophet Mohammad’s (PBUH) last sermon, he dwelt
on the single origin of humanity to reinforce this concept
of brotherhood: 

‘All mankind is from Adam and Eve, an Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has any supe-
riority over an Arab; also a white has no superiority over
black nor a black has any superiority over white except by
piety and good action. Learn that every Muslim is a broth-
er to every Muslim and that the Muslims constitute one
brotherhood.” 

Another verse in the Quran, states explicitly the rights
and obligations that are incumbent upon the believers as
a practical implementation of this fraternal bond:

“The Believers, men and women, are protectors one of
another: they enjoin what is just and forbid what is evil:
they observe regular prayers, pay Zakat, and obey Allah
and His Messenger. On them will Allah pour His mercy: for
Allah is Exalted in power, Wise.” (At Tauba 9:71) 

These privileges of brotherhood based on belief in the
oneness of Allah transcend blood ties, and for this reason
have resulted in a truly international multinational, multi-
cultural Muslim ummah.Indeed, the principle of brother-
hood permeates all of the laws and rules of Islam.  The two
‘pillars’ of Islam, that is the obligatory prayers in congrega-
tion, and the performance of Hajj (the pilgrimage to
Makkah) are very visible manifestations of the reality of
the power and force of this connection.  Similarly, in the
third ‘pillar - fasting during Ramadan, this strong bond is
particularly evident.  For all able-bodied Muslims, irrespec-
tive of their status must fast during this month whether it
falls in hottest summer or coldest winter.  The rich, the
poor, the ruler and the ruled, the elite and the ordinary are
in a similar position as they all share equal responsibility of
obedience.  We are privileged here in Kuwait to actually
witness such uplifting sights - iftarassemblies composed
of people of all colours and nationalities and all walks of
life during this blessed month! 

Ramadan is also the occasion for discharging the obli-
gation of ‘zakat’ paying the poor-due(2.5% of one’s
wealth), the fourth ‘pillar’ of Islam. The fasting person is
more likely to be generous, as he himself suffers the pangs
of hunger.  In this way, Ramadan becomes a time of chari-
ty, generosity and liberality towards one’s Muslim broth-
ers, reinforcing the tie of brotherhood.  So the financial
burden of those in economic difficulties is eased.
Moreover, Ramadan is a time for generating psychological
and emotional support for the brotherhood of believers.
For does not fasting also involve restraining one’s tongue
and hand from harming others?  The absolute necessity
for this concern has been expressed by the Prophet
Mohammad in a very comprehensive and explicit manner:

‘Do not envy each other, harbor ill-will towards each
other or make false bids against each other, nor boycott
each other, or spy on each other, but instead, be true ser-
vants of Allah and brothers.  A Muslim is the brother of a
Muslim; he does not harm him, humiliate him or scorn
him.’ He then pointed to his chest and said: ‘Fear of Allah
dwells here, fear of Allah dwells here.  It is evil that a
Muslim looks down upon a brother Muslim; his blood is
sacred, so are his honour and property.’ (Sahih Muslim col-
lection)

There can be no doubt that brotherly ties based on the
principles outlined above, give a very strong measure of
protection, security, comfort and ease to the believers,
resulting in a very effective bond of brotherhood.  This is
very noticeable in Ramadan as it is a time when one tries
to be particularly careful in discharging our obligations to
others.  In point of fact, during Ramadan, all aspects of the
connections, attachments and links required for the obser-
vance of the five ‘pillars’ are in full display.  Not only the
obligatory prayers, but the supplementary prayers are
done in congregation.  The multitudes gathered together
at mosques for iftar, the ‘tarawih’ prayers and the ‘qiyam’ -
the night vigil, are analogous to the multicoloured, multi-
national crowds for Hajj.  Charity and generosity and the
giving of zakat are very widespread.  All of these activities
are of course, based on one uniting factor; the belief that
‘there is no God but Allah and that Muhammad is His mes-
senger’ - the first ‘pillar’ of Islam.  This exhibition of various
features and characteristics of the five ‘pillars’ leads to the
unfolding of a most powerful scene every night of the
month of Ramadan, and is reflective of the sincere broth-
erhood tie amongst the believers!

Ramadan Karim

Question: 
What is the name of the meal fasting Muslims
take after sunset in Ramadan? 

Courtesy TIES Center, a leading non-political NGO
promoting relations between Westerners and
Muslims through dialogue, friendship and cultural
exchange. For more information, log onto:
www.tiescenter.net

KUWAIT: Three “tomboys” were recently
arrested for insulting and assaulting a police
officer at the Mubarakiya market in down-
town Kuwait City, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that a traffic police officer
stopped the three suspects’ vehicle and asked
for the driver’s license. But they refused to do
so. An argument ensued and the trio insulted
the officer, ignoring his request to behave
properly. Reportedly, the three stepped off
the vehicle and charged at the officer, beating
and punching him. A passerby who tried to
stop the fight was rudely threatened. Backup
forces were dispatched to the scene and man-
aged to control and apprehend the assailants
who were taken to Salhiya police station. The
officer, meanwhile, received treatment at
Amiri hospital and got a medical report of his
injuries. Further investigations are in progress.

Abu Halifa attack
A citizen accused a friend of assaulting him

with a knife in his diwaniya in Abu Halifa, said
security sources. The man said that he was
surprised by his friend charging into the
diwaniya and attacking him for no reason. A
case was filed and the suspect is being sum-
moned for further investigations. 

Woman beaten up
A citizen reported that her husband had

beaten her up during an argument over allow-
ing her to visit her folks, said security sources. 

Angry son
A citizen reported that his teenage son had

beaten him, smashed his car windshield and

flattened its tyres before he fled the family
house in Sabah Al-Salem, said security
sources. The father said that his son flew into a
rage when he blamed him for coming home
late at night. 

Vice den
A group of Asian men and women were

arrested in Fahaheel for prostitution and alco-
hol trafficking, said security sources. Case
papers indicate that Ahmadi security director
Maj Gen Ayaedh Al-Otaibi had been tipped off
concerning  the activity of a brothel in
Fahaheel. The place was raided and the sus-
pects were arrested red-handed while having
a party. 

Delivery car stolen
A delivery driver and a restaurant owner

reported that an unidentified thief had stolen
the restaurant’s delivery car when the driver
left its engine running outside a house to
deliver an order in Fahaheel. 

A citizen in her twenties filed a case against
her brother at the Adan police station accus-
ing him of assaulting her and interfering in
her business, said security sources, noting that
the girl brought a medical report of her
injuries. The brother is being summoned
pending further investigations. 

Duo in custody
A police patrol recently suspected a vehicle

that was being driven recklessly in Ardiya, said
security sources, noting that on stopping it,
the two passengers argued with them and
one of them tried to run away. However, with

the arrival of backup forces and after arresting
the two suspects, they turned out to be a
policeman and an army soldier who had a
variety of drugs with them, an axe, 12 mobile
phones and seven forged KD 20 notes. A case
was filed and the suspects were referred to
relevant authorities. 

Missing girl
A citizen filed a case at Fahaheel police

station repor ting that while shopping
along with his mother and teenage sister,
the sister managed to flee and disappear
among the crowds. The man also accused a
Syrian woman of helping his sister flee the
family house on grounds that she had cov-
ered up for an earlier attempt the girl made
three months ago to elope. A case was filed
and the Syrian woman is being summoned
for further investigations. 

Jahra arrest
A Saudi wanted for a variety of cases

was recently arrested at his house in Jahra,
said security sources, adding that the man
was wanted for death threats, rape and
robbery in addition to being sentenced to
3 years in prison. 

Asian held
A Sri Lankan was arrested with the pos-

session of a variety of drugs and KD 653,
said security sources. 

Fight at hospital
Four citizens were arrested for fighting

inside a Ramadan night marquee at Safir

Hotel, said security sources, noting that the
four men were injured and that the hotel
filed a complaint demanding compensa-
tion for the damage they caused. However,
arriving at the Amiri hospital to receive
treatment ,  the suspec ts  cal led other
friends and relatives who were involved in
another fight at the hospital using sticks
and knives.  

Girl harassed
A 21-year- old man was arrested for

harassing a girl while shopping in down-
town Kuwait City after iftar, said security
sources. According to the girl, the suspect
kept chasing her, trying to give her his
mobile phone number. 

Armed robbery
Three juveniles (a citizen, a Jordanian

and a Lebanese) were arrested for armed
robbery, said security sources. Case papers
indicate that a Fillipino salesman reported
that the three suspects tried to take some
items from the supermarket he worked in
without paying for it. When he confronted
them, one of them shot him in the foot and
fled the scene.  Luck i ly,  security forces
immediately combed the area in search for
the suspects’ vehicle and arrested them. 

Suicide attempt
An Arab expatriate sustained several

fractures when his attempt to commit sui-
cide failed in Salmiya, said security sources,
noting that the man jumped from a high
building but fell on top of a nearby roof. 

KUWAIT:  Parliamentary elections are genuine
opportunity to strengthen democratic practice in
Kuwait and allow people to freely elect their rep-
resentatives, who will have major contributions to
achieve development and aspirations of citizens.

The constitution of the State of Kuwait

encourages democratic practices as the founda-
tion of national unity, which is a shared responsi-
bility.

However, democratic practices are linked with
political, economic, social, cultural and religious
awareness of voters, hence the crucial role of
media organizations to educate people on how
to exercise their democratic practices, protect
their political, economic, social, cultural, health
and educational rights.

The state institutions also have great role to
play in terms of enhancing and preserving demo-

cratic practices to be a positive tool contributing
to development of the nation and its people.

Politicians and academcians, in separate state-
ments, called on Kuwaiti people to exercise their
electoral rights to bring about success to the
“democratic march” as the sole guarantor for uni-
ty of the nation and its people.

They said the citizens’ participation in the July
27 elections would contribute to the sustainabili-
ty of the democratic system and its pillars.

They said media have great role to fighting
“negative phenomena” that accompany elec-
tions, by educating voters on proper means to
elect the most qualified candidates.

Maryam Al-Kandari, a political sciences profes-
sor at Kuwait University (KU), said democratic
practices were linked to the election of candi-
dates, while “national unity is related to identity of
the human being and his mentality.”

She said “false practices of democracy will
result in political conflicts, undermining national
unity and tarnishing the political life.”

One of the important democratic values is to
accept different views and pluralism, she said.

Dr Munawer Al-Rajhi, a professor of mass
communications at KU, said “absence of elections
in the country means absence of democracy,
which is the foundation of national unity, solidari-
ty and preservation of rights.” The Kuwaiti people
are democratic in nature, he noted.

Democracy in Kuwait, said Al-Rajhi, was estab-
lished when the Shura Council was formed in
1921, “then the constitution of the country was
issued in 1962, then we had a National Assembly
that allows us to practice democracy every four
years.”

Democracy in every country witnesses set-
backs, he said. However there were “correct dem-
ocratic behavior which are tolerance, exercising
the political rights ... and respecting views of oth-
ers.”

KU’s Sociology professor Yusuf Ghuloom said
democracy meant pluralism and accepting the
other’s views.

He said democracy “plays a major role in
strengthening national unity and making all peo-
ple equal with regards to citizenship.”

Ghuloom said media should encourage
citizens to accept pluralism and cracking
down on all means hapmering democracy in
Kuwait. —KUNA

NA elections genuine chance 

to boost democratic practice

Maryam Al-Kandari

Dr Munawer Al-Rajhi

KUWAIT: A number of voters have varying views
on whether the personal background of parlia-
mentary candidates running for July 27 elections
influence their selection, as to whether vote for
people with high academic degrees or those
with experience.

Some voters, in different statements, said
they were keen on scrutinizing biodata of the
candidates before making up their mind, while
other voters said they were really not concerned
about the CVs but instead focus how the candi-
date was presenting his program.

“The biodata of the candidate is important
because it shows his background, culture and his
experience for the voter, who is keen on making
a good selection of the most appropriate candi-
date for the National Assembly,” said Jassem
Mohammad, a voter. Mohammad said there was
a huge responsibility on the shoulder of the vot-
er to select the best candidate “to represent us in
the National Assembly because of the impor-
tance of the parliament in issuing legislations
that organize public life in the country.”

Fatma Dawood, a female voter, said Kuwait
needed qualified and professional personalities.

She said she would vote for the experienced
candidate, has good background and has “polite”
dialogue skills because this candidate would rep-
resent the entire nation.

Adel Abdullah, another voter, said he was not
concerned about the CV of the candidate but

instead focus on the electoral campaign and the
way he would be presenting his program.

Abdullah said he would select the skillful can-
didate because he believed he was capable of
conveying voters’ voice to the government.

Nawal Ibrahim, a voter, said she was very
much interested in the candidate who she per-
sonally knew because she believed he or she
would have efficient tools to convey her voice to
the parliament “in an objective and honest man-
ner.” The Kuwaiti people are well aware of other
cultures, she said, so the biodata was not really
important and the candidate should be particu-
larly focussing on domestic problems and how
to achieve aspirations of voters.

Dr Hamed Al-Abdullah of Kuwait University
said voters were divided according to their inter-
ests. There are objective voters who are keen on
the CVs and programs of the candidates, while
others are interested in economic issues thus
keen on selecting candidates with economic and
administrative backgrounds, Al-Abdullah,
Assistant Dean for Consultations, Training and
Research, said.

Other candidates, he went on, were interest-
ed in foreign policy thus their focus would be on
candidates with experience in politics and inter-
national affairs. There are voters, he explained,
who believe that CVs did not relfect the dogma
of candidates, so they sought to meet with the
candidate to discuss issues face-to-face. —KUNA

Different views on 

candidates background

RIYADH: The six-nation Gulf Cooperation
Council welcomed yesterday EU plans to
ban its 28 members from dealing with
Jewish settlements, hoping the move
would push forward peace efforts. The
guidelines, published in the EU’s Official
Journal Friday, forbid EU member states
from funding or dealing with entities in ter-
ritories occupied by the Jewish state in
1967. Officials have warned of a serious cri-
sis between the European Union and Israel
over the move.

The GCC states “welcome the European
Union’s decision which they hope will back
international efforts to revive peace talks
between Palestinians and Israel, and press
Israel to end its occupation of Palestinian
territories,” said their chief Abdullatif Al-

Zayani. Zayani described the decision as
“wise and reflects the EU’s solid stance in
rejecting Israel’s settlement policy and its
confiscating of Palestinian territories in a
clear violation of all agreements, interna-
tional law, and UN resolutions.”

Settlement building in the territories
occupied by Israel in the 1967 Six Day War is
considered illegal under international law
and has been the main point of contention
between Israel and the Palestinians. On
Friday US Secretary of State John Kerry
announced Israeli and Palestinian negotia-
tors have agreed to establish the basis for
resuming direct peace talks that have been
frozen for three years. The GCC countries are
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia
and the United Arab Emirates. — AFP 

GCC hails EU plans on 

Jewish settlements
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KOC’s operation zone
KUWAIT: Deputy Premier and Acting Oil Minister
Mustafa Al-Shimali visited Kuwait Oil Company’s (KOC)
operation zone in northern Kuwait on Friday and got
acquainted with the operations being done, as well as vis-
iting a drilling tower in Al-Rawdhatain. Al-Shimali, also
Finance Minister, was briefed by KOC officials about the
company’s operations in northern Kuwait, KOC said in a
statement. Al-Shimali, accompanied by senior officials
from the oil sector, commended the workers and their
dedication especially during the fasting month of
Ramadan, it added. Kuwait’s oil production from the
north of the country is around 700,000 barrels per day
(bpd), and planning to increase output to a million bpd
by 2017, within the framework of Kuwait Petroleum
Corporation’s 2030 strategy.  

Copper cables theft
KUWAIT: Minister of Electricity, Water, and Public Works
Abdulaziz Al-Ibrahim stated here on Friday that the recent
power outages that occurred in several areas in Kuwait are
due to thefts of copper cables from electrical switching
stations, not technical difficulties or lack in electric power.
The ministry is currently coordinating with the Ministry of
Interior in order to detect identity of those who looted
these cables and refer them to the authorities concerned,
and put an end to these outages, Al-Ibrahim added.

Jaber Hospital project 
KUWAIT: Ministry of Public Works announced yesterday
that 50.62 per cent of Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
Hospital project, in its second phase, has been completed.
The cost of the project is estimated at KD 304 million, Eng.
Talal Al-Uthaina, Assistant Undersecretary of the Ministry
for Supervision, Inspection and Constructional Projects
Sector said in a press statement. He added that the project
consists of the main building and the central unit, a build-
ing for clinics, injuries center, dental care clinic, residential
building for medical staff, multi-storey parking lots and
ground parking lots. On the ministry of education’s project
in South Surra, the minister said that work on the main
headquarters of the ministry’s project is currently under-
way, which consists of a main building shaped like a Dhow.
He indicated that the total cost of the project is estimated
at around KD 77 million, adding that the actual completion
stages of the project have surpassed 44 percent.

News
in brief

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Recently people have noticed the
increased number of crickets appearing every-
where. These insects are even seen in shopping
malls in different areas of Kuwait. Besides being
present in gardens and outdoor places, crickets
have also invaded houses. The cricket usually
appears at night only and makes a singing noise.
It can jump long distances and is also able to fly.
Besides fruits or insects, it also consumes paper.  

Pest control companies have noticed a high
demand for their services. “This insect has come
to Kuwait with windstorms and has spread to
various areas, especially humid ones near the
seaside. So the chalets and farms are the most
infected areas. Our office is receiving calls every
day and we are working almost 24 hours a day.
Most calls are from individuals as they want to
have peace of mind. I don’t recall getting calls
from any company,” said Mohammed, an
employee of a pest control company.

Mohammed expects that this phenomena
will disappear after about 20 days or so. “With
the increasing temperature and heat, this is the
season of crickets. For those who want to get rid
of this insect, we fumigate their house only once
and the crickets die. But the crickets may enter
their house again after a week or 10 days, so
they have to repeat the spraying if they don’t
want this insect in their house,” he added.

Abu Khalid, an employee at another pest con-
trol firm, noted that election marquees are the
most infected places. “Although crickets are in all
areas of Kuwait, the majority of our clients are
calling for their election headquarters, since
these usually consist of outdoor tents,” he
explained. “Regarding houses, it’s mostly villas
with basements or indoor swimming pools as
crickets reproduce in basements. We are able to
eliminate them with a onetime spraying only. In
general, this is their season and I think that after

a month approximately, the crickets will die,”
Abu Khalid added.

According to him, this insect is not harmful or
annoying. “Some people feel bothered by the
crickets while many people don’t care much
about them. Also it’s sensitive and dies immedi-

ately compared to other insects such as the
German cockroach or the bedbug which repro-
duce in the hundreds and thousands and don’t
have a season. They persist even after fumigat-
ing the house, and we need to repeat the spray-
ing again,” stressed Abu Khalid. 

Increase in number of

crickets in Kuwait
Seasonal phenomenon

KUWAIT:  Minister of Information  Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salim Al-Homoud Al-
Sabah visiting the Grand Mosque yesterday.

KUWAIT:  Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salim Al-Homoud Al-
Sabah praised the efforts made to renovate
the Grand Mosque.

Sheikh Salman expressed yesterday his
appreciation for the repairs made to vari-
ous sections in the mosque and having it
ready to receive worshippers during
Ramadan. The minister who visited the
mosque yesterday said the mosque is a
vital Islamic monument that Kuwait is
proud of, hoping that the recent renova-

tion will create enough space to receive the
increasing numbers of worshippers.

Deputy Chairman of the mosque
Ahmad Al-Anjeri, Head of Holy Quran Radio
station in Kuwait Radio Yousif Al-Soraya,
and Chairman of Ithraa TV in Kuwait TV
Ahmad Al-Shemari all accompanied the
minister in his mosque tour.

The Grand Mosque was recently reno-
vated and repaired under the instructions
of HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, and funded by the Amiri
Diwan. — KUNA

Minister pleased with

Grand Mosque renovation

KUWAIT: The government clarified what
senior officials described as ‘misconcep-
tions’ regarding a $4 billion grant Kuwait
paid to Egypt as part of a Gulf aid pack-
age to support the Arab Republic’s trou-
bled economy, further fueling counterat-
tacks suggesting that the case has been
overblown locally to serve political inter-
ests.

“The public has been put under the
impression that the entire $4 billion is
going to be taken out from the State
Treasury and never returned, which is not
only illogical, but also illegal and uncon-
stitutional,” said the officials who spoke to
Al-Rai on the condition of anonymity.
They clarified that $2 billion of the
amount is a deposit to be put in the
Egyptian Central Bank with interest in
order to strengthen the Egyptian pound
by increasing Egypt’s reserve of foreign
currencies. In addition, $1 billion is given
in petroleum products “as per contracts
signed between the two countries in the
field of joint oil work between Egypt’s
Petroleum Ministry and the Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation”. In return, the
sources indicated that Egypt is going to
give services in the oil field “which are
things that take place under the parlia-
ment’s supervision”.

As for the remaining $1 billion, the
sources admitted that it is going to be a
grant to support the Egyptian people, but
indicated that it will not be paid without
the parliament’s approval. “The govern-
ment plans to submit the $1 billion grant
to the upcoming parliament for approval,
in a similar fashion to a $500 million grant
that the parliament approved for the
United States in the wake of the Katrina

disaster”, the sources explained. They fur-
ther reiterated that the government is in
no position to spend public funds with-
out going through all monitoring and
constitutional channels, even in matters
that pertain with the state’s foreign poli-
cy.

News about the grant had sparked
criticism from former MPs including
oppositionists and candidates for upcom-
ing parliamentary elections. Several lead-
ing oppositionists and former MPs includ-
ing Ahmad Al-Saadoun, Musallam Al-
Barrak, Faisal Al-Mislem and Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei had criticized the government
for approving the grant without the par-
liament’s approval, and questioned its
timing one week after a military coup
overthrew Egyptian President Mohamed
Morsi. On Wednesday, Minister of Cabinet
Affairs Sheikh Mubarak Al-Abdullah Al-
Sabah reiterated that the public “will
make their say” regarding the grant
through the parliament following the July
27 elections, and defended the initiative
by recalling Egypt’s support of Kuwait
during the 1990/91 Iraqi invasion crisis. 

Meanwhile, the sources were asked
about speculations regarding deficit pro-
jected in the budget that the Cabinet
approved recently in an emergency
decree. “The deficit was assessed with an
estimation of oil price at $70 per barrel, so
we are not talking about an actual deficit,”
they explained. Former MP and first con-
stituency candidate Adnan Abdulsamad
said in the meantime that the emergency
decree by which the state’s budget was
approved “must be reviewed by the
upcoming parliament in its first session
and voted on”. — Al-Rai

MADRID: Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs, Gonzalo de Benit lauded here yes-
terday the strong efforts on part of the
Kuwaiti Ambassador to Spain Adel Al-Ayyar
in promoting relations between Kuwait and
Spain during his seven year tenure.

The Spanish official said the exchange of
high-level visits between Kuwait and Spain
during the tenure of Ambassador Al-Ayyar
was a clear evident that bilateral relations
were on the right track.

The Spanish official said that several
agreements and cooperation protocols
were signed during the last seven years.

He stated that one of the major deals
signed between Kuwait and Spain was the
political dialogue agreement which stated

that foreign officials of both countries were
obliged to meet once a year to review bilat-
eral relations and target areas which were
need of development.

Kuwait and Spain are focusing currently
on bolstering ties in the transportation and
infrastructure domains, said Gonzalo,
adding that both countries were also look-
ing to enhance cooperation in the com-
mercial and economic domains.

The Spanish official also lauded the
Kuwaiti democratic experience and wished
the Gulf country all the success in the
upcoming parliamentary elections on July
27. Gonzalo also lauded Kuwait’s major role
in the region, hailing its initiatives in bol-
stering ties with all countries.  — KUNA

KUWAIT: Former MP and first constituency can-
didate Abdullah Al-Roumi believes that the next
Cabinet should consist of ministers selected
solely on the basis of competency, even if this
leads to appointing the prime minister and his
deputies from outside the ruling family. Under
the Kuwaiti Constitution, HH the Amir has the
sole right to name the state’s prime minister,
and a member of the Sabah family has always
been appointed to the post since the country’s
independence. “If HH the Amir finds a person
from outside the ruling family who would be
the most competent for the post, then he can
do so since article 56 of the constitution does
not object appointing a ‘populist’ prime minis-
ter”, Roumi said in statements Al-Rai daily pub-
lished yesterday.

Roumi is a veteran liberal politician and is
considered a frontrunner for the speaker’s post
if he is elected in parliamentary elections set for
July 27. He also made a reference in his state-
ments to a national initiative adopted by 18 per-
sonalities “who represent all social categories in
Kuwait” with regards to “inviting national com-
petencies to the Cabinet”. “The prime minister’s
post as well as the first deputy prime minister
and sovereign ministries should be assigned to
the most competent either from members of
the ruling family or other sectors of the Kuwaiti
society”, he said. Sovereign is a common term
used to refer to senior Cabinet posts such as the

interior, defense and foreign ministers, which
have also been dominated by ruling family
members since the state’s independence.

Meanwhile, Roumi weighed in on the contro-
versy surrounding a $4 billion grant Kuwait paid
to Egypt as part of a Gulf aid package to sup-
port the Arab Republic’s troubled economy. He
said that the timing of the grant which hap-
pened one week after a military coup toppled
the Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi is what
caused the controversy, adding at the same
time that Egypt “deserves support given its role
towards Kuwait since the 40s”. Nonetheless,
Roumi described what happened in Egypt as a
coup “because whether we agreed with him or
not, President Morsi came in through fair elec-
tions”.

Separately, oppositionist and former MP
Mohammad Hayef supported calls for dialogue
that includes all political groups in Kuwait “to
agree on common points in order to send a
clear message to the government” regarding
the opposition’s demands. The opposition had
announced boycotting the upcoming elections
even after the constitutional court last month
upheld an amendment to the electoral law
which reduced the number of votes a candidate
can cast from a maximum of four to only one.
The opposition disagrees with the emergency
decree by which the law was amended during
the parliament’s absence, arguing that amend-

ments to the electoral system must only be
made inside the parliament. “It is time for oppo-
sition groups to agree on clear demands to stop
the spread of corruption and tampering that are
no secret,” Hayef told Al-Rai on Friday.

Hayef is not running for parliament for per-
sonal reasons, but announced that he will be
voting with the hope of creating a strong oppo-
sition in the parliament. “It is for this reason that
I urge people to participate in the upcoming
elections so that a strong opposition can be
formed in the parliament that works side by
side with the opposition outside of it,” he added.
Also, Hayef criticized the government’s $4 bil-
lion grant to Egypt which he said is sent to sup-
port “people behind the coup” as opposed to
the Egyptian people as officially announced.

Meanwhile,  former MP Dr Waleed Al-
Tabtabaei commented on the possibility that
the opposition might return to the parliament
in future elections, saying that this depends on
whether the electoral law is amended in the
next parl iament and how it  is  amended.
“Participating in future elections after the cur-
rent law is amended is theoretically possible,
but it depends first and foremost on the feasi-
bility of participation amid realization that it
has became impracticable due to repeated dis-
solutions as well as the fact that Cabinet mem-
bers are handpicked instead of being elected,”
he said.

KUWAIT: Out of Kuwait’s third constituency
electorate’s 60 candidates, some 39 are uni-
versity graduates, representing 65pct of
the total number and a minor 0.72pct
increase since the previous parliament
elections, while over-50s are of a 43.33pct
majority.

Eight candidates carry diplomas, repre-
senting 13.33 percent and 13 others are
high school educated (21.66 percent) in the
third out of the country’s five geographic
regions.

Out of the 39 university graduates, sev-
en hold PhD degrees. These degrees
involve the areas of computer science, law,
bio-chemistry, geology, environmental sci-
ences and marketing management.

Another 12 are Master’s degree holders
in the areas of Islamic jurisprudence, busi-
ness administration, military sciences, con-
stitutional law, civil aviation, administra-
tion, law, engineering sciences and criminal
science.

The remaining 20 Bachelor’s degree
holders’ areas of specialty include econom-
ics, microbiology, civil aviation, architec-
ture, information systems, business admin-

istration, education, political science,
English literature, law, mathematics,
accounting, media and public relations.

Meanwhile, the eight diploma holders’
areas of specialty cover fishing, aeroplane
maintenance, fire studies, commerce and
police sciences.

Compared to the former December
2012 parliamentary elections which includ-
ed 70 candidates, some 45 were university
graduates representing a 64.28 percent
average of the total - nine of them diploma
holders and another nine high school edu-
cated both with the equal proportion of
(12.85 percent).

On the current elections race age com-
parison, some 26 candidates are registered
in the over 50s bracket, representing
around 43.33 percent, while 18 are 40-49
year-olds (30 percent) and 16 are 30-39
year-olds (26.66 percent).

Compared to the previous December,
2012 elections, some 24 over-50 candidates
represented 34.28 percent of the total,
along with 36 in the 40-49 year-olds (51.42
percent) and 10 in the 30-39 year-olds
(14.28 percent) brackets.  — KUNA

KUWAIT:  Despite the growing and wide-
scale environmental problems in Kuwait, the
environment-related issues are almost not
present on candidates’ agenda and electoral
platforms.

“Candidates have not included any of the
environment issues on their electoral plat-
forms,” Dr Mohammad Al-Ahmad, head of
the Environmental Inspection, Monitoring
and Emergencies Department at the Kuwait
Environment Public Authority (EPA), said. Al-
Ahmad lamented that this could be a “bad
omen” for the environment during the term
of the coming parliament.

“Unfortunately, this means that the envi-
ronment problems will not be a priority for
the coming parliament.” He went on to say

that “parliament hopefuls usually focus on
the issues that deem important for the vot-
ers and the society as a whole”.

“This also indicates that large segments
of the society are not aware of the environ-
mental problems in our dear homeland,” Al-
Ahmad said. 

Al-Ahmad stated that out of nearly 400
candidates, only three have contacted the
Kuwaiti Environment Protection Society,
which he chairs, to express readiness to
put the environment issues on their plat-
forms.  Meanwhile,  Head of the
Environmental Voluntary Foundation
Diving Team Waleed Al-Fadhel called for
more attention to be given to the environ-
ment protection issues. — KUNA

Al-Roumi OK with populist premier

Spain lauds Kuwaiti envoy’s

efforts to bolster ties 

MADRID: Kuwaiti Ambassador Adel Al-Ayyar with Spanish Secretary of State for
Foreign Affairs, Gonzalo de Benit.

Majority of candidates 
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Govt to get parliament 
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Candidates snub 
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12) During which Khalifa time did Muslims start to
mint their own coins for the first time?

A) Mamoun

B) Haroon Al Rasheed

C) Umar Ibn Abed Al Aziz
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KUWAIT: The International Advertising
Agencies (IAA) and Crowne Plaza Hotel host-
ed a ‘joint venture’ annual ghabqa on July 11
in the all new and luxurious Al-Baraka Grand
Ballroom at the Crowne Plaza Kuwait. The
event was attended by VIPs, ambassadors,
advertising agencies, public relations compa-
nies, consultancy firms and market
researchers in addition to the top clients of
Crowne Plaza and media.

The General Manager of Crowne Plaza,
Ramy Haykal, welcomed over 600 guests
attending the event and wished them all a
blessed Ramadan Kareem. Haykal also point-
ed out some of the major achievements of the
Crowne Plaza such as the recent unveiling of
the Al-Baraka Grand Ballroom which has been
created to satisfy the desires of  those who are
looking to have their lavish boutique wed-
dings, corporate affairs, and social soirees.
“Guided by your wishes and our expertise, we
are dedicated to make your event come to
life,” he said. 

“Catered by the world renowned ‘FAU-
CHON’ Paris - the name itself is synonymous
with gourmet luxury, that will set your event

apart from the rest,” he added.   He also high-
lighted that the hotel’s one-of-a-kind SPA
Aquatonic had recently received the presti-
gious internationally acclaimed Award for
Best SPA Design for Middle East and Africa.
The President of the IAA Kuwait Chapter
Waleed Kanafani extend his wishes to every-
body, especially Kuwait’s advertising agencies
and other companies working in the same
field. He shared news about IAA activities over
the last six months and highlighted that the
IAA Kuwait Chapter had attended and partici-
pated in many seminars and conferences
organized by VIGOR events and participated
in the Cannes Lions Festival for Creativity; a
worldwide reputed event, gathering the top
companies in this industry from all over the
world. In addition of  yearly Dubai Links festi-
val, they participated  in Creative Advertising
Award 2013 in corporation with Arab Media
Forum.  

Madi Al-Khamees the general secretary of
Arab media  and Hayder Bitar the Arab Media
Forum Executive forum explained about the
formalities of how candidates can participate
in this competition. Fatema Al-Mousawi, the

founder of Spread The Passion group  in
Kuwait, spoke about the voluntary work and
the objectives of their work such as that they
have different volunteering programs to cater
for every need. They  want volunteering to be
easy and a way of life.  

There are three main volunteering options
and they are based on available time or skill
volunteers have to offer: Find my Passion -
aimed for those who want to be matched to
an organization based on his/her interest but
does not know where to volunteer,  On the go
- volunteer based on your time availability, in
the event, or task you like, Training program -
there are a number of available opportunities
to join our training  programs aimed at devel-
oping volunteering skills. Whatever your cho-
sen path maybe, it all starts here.

Kanafani  honored  Rami Hakal , Madi Al-
Khamees, Suleiman Arab, Fatema Al-Mousawi
and Mohammed Attwa for their support to
IAA. Interactive Games and prizes were car-
ried out throughout the night arranged by
Adnan Saad and  Marwan Farah.

A generous Charity Raffle draw was also
amongst the highlights of the event.

Crowne Plaza, IAA hold annual Ghabqa
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KUWAIT: As part of fulfilling its
ongoing corporate social
responsibilities and on the
occasion of the holy month of
Ramadan, NBK public relations
team has distributed more than
a 1,000 meals and special con-
voys to fasters daily at many
areas in Kuwait, within the
framework of the ongoing “Do
Good Deeds in Ramadan” phil-
anthropic campaign launched
by the bank. “NBK Iftar ban-
quets, an annual NBK philan-
thropic tradition and a land-
mark activity within the bank’s
corporate social responsibility,
acquire much more momen-
tum this year distributing daily
more than 1,000 Iftar banquets
at many areas in Kuwait includ-
ing NBK’s tent near the Grand
Mosque”, said Talal Al-Turki, NBK
Public Relations Officer.

“The distribution scale and
range of Al-Watani Iftar ban-
quets this year also include dis-
tributing fast-breaking meals
via special convoys to numer-
ous mosques, strategic and
crowded locations in Kuwait. A
large number of NBK staff vol-
unteers, will be ready to serve
the fasters”, Al-Turki said.

It is worth mentioning that
NBK’s Al-Watani Iftar banquet
campaign launched with the
commencement of the holy
month of Ramadan as part of
an extensive social program
comprising a multitude of phil-
anthropic activities, is garnish-
ing impressive attendance with
hundreds of fasters attending
NBK tent set up in Kuwait city.

NBK distributes 1,000 Iftar
meals daily in Kuwait

NBK PR team distributes the meals at different areas in Kuwait. (Inset)
Talal Al-Turki, NBK Public Relations Officer.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Wataniya Telecom held its annual Ghabqa at the Missoni
Hotel on Thursday. The guests enjoyed classical oriental music per-
formed by two young Kuwait musicians playing on flute and elec-
tronic keyboard.  This was followed by a standup comedy show men-
tioning funny situations related to Ramadan and Girgian. 

Also 12 valuable gifts were given away at a raffle draw held dur-
ing the  evening and the event was concluded with a Ghabqa for the
guests. On this occasion the Executive Director Abdulaziz Fakhroh
delivered a speech welcoming the guests. “We are pleased to hold
this Ramadan Ghabqa, which is coinciding with the successful
launch of the 4G technology. We have developed our network and
improved and increased the number of towers so we ensure com-
plete coverage of all areas of Kuwait,” he said during the event.

Wataniya always care to provide best service for its customers.
“We are continuing our plan of renewing and developing the net-
work to have better quality of network and provide better service as
a result,” added Fakhroh.

During the holy month of Ramadan Wataniya is participating in
different humanitarian activities. “We were keen to share the com-
munity the blessings of this holy month. So we participated in spon-
soring and holding humanitarian and charity initiatives. For instance
we participated with Bebe Al-Ayoub in holding the ‘Draw a Smile’
campaign, during which we distributed 1,000 iftar meals daily for
people in need in mosques in different areas. In addition we will also
distribute water, date, and small fans for the praying people at the
Grand Mosque during the last ten days of Ramadan. And there are
many other charitable activities,” he noted. “Wataniya Telecom is
starting a new phase and is looking forward for more success and to
rank on top of its competitors. We won’t be able to succeed without
the efforts and support of the media, and we are proud of this part-
nership and cooperation,” concluded Fakhroh. 

Music, comedy show at Wataniya Telecom Ghabqa
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Every Ramadan, I am haunted by the very same
question and today, I decided to get away from
writing about politics and its details for a

change. I still fail to understand the reason behind
closing down all eateries and dining places during
the Ramadan day or fasting time. Why should we
reduce a country inhabited by over 3 million people
belonging to different religions and ideologies into
one religion? 

My inquiry may be unacceptable to some people
because we have grown up to the concept of ban-
ning daytime eateries in Ramadan in Kuwait. But, if
you bear with me and reason, you might be con-
vinced with it as well. Fasting, just like prayer, zakat
and haj, is one of the pillars of Islam and is a must for
all Muslims capable to carry out these pillars. 

Just like other Muslim countries, Kuwait provides
all conditions needed to carry out these duties by
building mosques and zakat houses. It also reduces
working hours during Ramadan. This does not affect
the lifestyle of non-Muslims living in Muslim coun-
tries and is absolutely acceptable. 

Yet, what I fail to understand or justify is banning
eateries and the closure of all cafes and restaurants.
Why should we impose what applies to one group or
religion on everybody? Moreover, when a non-
Muslim drinks during Ramadan daytime, he/she is
punished by a month in jail with charges of breaking
the fast in public! 

In some religions and faiths, people fast in the
form of refraining from eating meat for a certain peri-
od. Will a Muslim living in country where the majority
follow that religion accept that and stop eating meat
during their fasting period? 

I also fail to understand another contradiction.
Following the same logic of imposing what applies
for Muslims alone on everybody, why do we only ban
eateries during fasting periods while we do not close
down public places during the five daily prayer
times? I believe banning the sale of food in public
places is nothing but a remnant of old traditions and
customs that used to be common when the Kuwaiti
society was small and limited without religious diver-
sities. By time, and despite expansion and the popu-
lation growth, this tradition turned into a law without
thinking about it. 

Allowing non-Muslims live normal lives does not
harm Muslims. This is the nature of peaceful co-exis-
tence. If we find eating or drinking offensive to the
feelings of the people fasting, we should then
‘impose’ fasting on what is being shown on TV before
iftar to protect those feelings. Once more, this topic
may not be welcome and some people may criticize it
but I do not find imposing one religion on a whole
secular country is reasonable or logical. — Al-Jarida 

What’s the idea 
behind it?!

kuwait digest

By Ali Mahmoud Khajah

It is not a secret that Kuwait resorted after independ-
ence to ‘Dinar Diplomacy’ in its foreign policy
through the Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic

Development. This approach, in addition to humanitari-
an contributions around the globe, helped Kuwait
achieve a prestigious position worldwide and played a
positive role during the 1990/91 Iraqi invasion crisis in
the form of support that Kuwait received from all over
the world.

Kuwait’s pursue of Dinar Diplomacy was made in par-
allel with the policy of openness and development
through the executive and legislative authorities. Kuwait
saw advancements in construction, economy, culture,
theater, media and sports. Meanwhile, the work of the
Cabinet and parliament was acceptable as they worked
together to produce beautiful signs of development
despite some errors in democratic life.

But in recent years, Kuwait saw regression in the work
of both authorities. Sectarian diseases have negatively
influenced the parliament, while favoritism and selec-
tive law enforcement brought weak governments
unable to commit to state management duties.
Eventually we have reached a situation in which the
government gives grants while at the same time does
not invest in ventures the country needs the most.

While our government donates billions to other
countries, it fails to pay the expenses of Kuwaiti patients
looking for a chance to be treated abroad. Furthermore,
it fails to build new hospitals where people can have
quick and advanced medical service. It also fails to build
homes for Kuwaitis in Kuwait’s vast desert, or construct
new roads and bridges to ease traffic. It fails to build
new advanced universities, sports arenas and theaters,
and is unable to continue some of the construction proj-
ects that have been under construction for many years.
It fails to provide education, medical services and job
opportunities to stateless residents, or even employ the
lines of Kuwaiti job hopefuls registered at the Civil
Service Commissions.

In short, we have a failed government that grants
handouts to other countries while fails to improve the
situation at home. And most recently, the government
released a statement talking about a multibillion state
budget deficit only a few days after a foreign multibil-
lion grant was announced. I am not against the Dinar
Diplomacy policy and foreign aid, as long as they are
not paid at the expense of development and construc-
tion at home. — Al-Rai

A govt that 
gives, fails

kuwait digest

By Mohammad Hayat

Atragicomic case has forced itself on a large part of
the Kuwaiti people amid growing frustration from
accumulating problems and the government’s

disappointing steps in facing challenges. Social net-
works have become a platform for people to express
their feelings in jokes that reflect a miserable situation.
This does not mean that people have suddenly devel-
oped a high sense of humor - it means that people are
sending messages that they have become extremely
frustrated from the dominating corruption.

One of the most common jokes found on social net-
works these days is that voting has become Kuwaitis’
main job in recent years. Obviously, this is a reference to
the multiple parliamentary dissolutions that Kuwait
seen since 2006, and during which the parliament has
been unable to fully commit to its legislative and moni-
toring role. Looking back at Kuwait’s political life in the
past number of years puts us in front of a tragic reality
that the decline has reached unprecedented levels.

Once a source of pride for us all, our democracy has
now become the subject of ridicule and something that
requires a lot of hard work to return to its glorious state.
The political scene needs to be purified from intruders
who took the political spotlight despite lacking experi-
ence or ideology. It was not cleverness that made them
force themselves into the political spotlight, but rather a
negative position that found a suitable environment in
repeated parliamentary dissolutions.

Kuwait has set a precedent on the international stage
regarding the number of times in which the parliament
has been dissolved. This situation led many political
experts to avoid politics, leaving the door wide open to
political amateurs. Meanwhile, a notable absence of
women happened for two main reasons: the fast pace in
which parliaments have been dissolved, and the bad sit-
uation at the political scene where cheap political gain
has spread. Vote buying is also a main issue given its
results in producing an incompetent parliament inca-
pable of enabling Kuwait to face the looming chal-
lenges. Kuwait is going downhill, which prompts collab-
orative efforts to contain the situation before it is too
late. Lost time cannot be compensated, and we cannot
afford more failures. — Al-Qabas

Act before
it’s too late

kuwait digest

By Nabila Al-Anjari

The amount of contradictions
we are currently experiencing
on daily basis is really strange.

What is even more strange is the
people defending these contradic-
tors. It looks as if they have a short
memory that never sees a flaw in
someone they like. I do not know
what happened to the ‘Oranges’ - the
Kuwaiti rebels, be them revolution-
ists or leftists - who formed the
majority of a strong Kuwaiti opposi-
tion. 

They have gone out to streets
defending the movements they rep-
resent even though their motivations
can be wrong. They undermine the
Islamist-liberal conflict and believe
that the authority is their prime ene-
my while anything else is nothing
but side battles. 

They are now mobilizing to
defend the deposed Egyptian
President Dr Mohamed Morsi. How
odd! You keep repeating the word
‘legitimacy’ that was repeated by
Morsi in his trivial speech more than
the fans of Iraqi singer Kathem Al-
Saher repeated the lyrics of his song
‘Do you Have Any Suspicions?’ 

Moreover, they keep calling the
over thirty million Egyptians who
went out to the streets in protest
against the rule of the Morshed and
tyranny as ‘remnants’, ‘a few people’
and ‘demagogic trouble makers’
while they, themselves are the first to
run out to the streets for the slightest
reason. I think the sweat that covered

their foreheads after the blow the
Muslim Brotherhood received in
Egypt has evaporated because of

their contradictions which are still
shameless.. .don’t you ever feel
ashamed?!

Why didn’t we hear your silly
excuses and justifications when Field
Marshal Tantawi  stood against Hosni
Mubarak? Why didn’t you describe
what happened as a military coup?
Why didn’t you describe the 2009
parliament that they called the ‘mul-
ti-million deposits parliament’ as a
legitimate one elected by the peo-
ple? Do you think that legitimacy in
the Egyptian revolution is different
from that in Kuwait?

Moreover, no sooner do they fin-
ish broadcasting their annoying
tweets about Egypt, than they rush
to support more killing in Syria by
promoting illegal donations we have
no idea to whom or where they go.
They keep urging the West, European
countries and the US to arm the
Syrian Free Army while they them-
selves used to accuse liberals and
patriotic nationals of adopting
Westernization and receiving
Western support. They also try abort-
ing the great peaceful Bahraini revo-
lution, accusing it of receiving for-
eign support. 

What is more disgusting is the
attempts of Brotherhood-allied blocs
and movements in the current public
movement to flir t with the
Brotherhood through the Syrian
issue and claim legitimacy in
Egypt.. .don’t they ever feel
ashamed?! —Al-Jarida

Aren’t you ashamed?!
kuwait digest

By Ali Abdul Aziz Ashkanani

For a decade Shibley Telhami, a
political scientist at the
University of Maryland, has

been conducting polls in six Arab
countries: Lebanon, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Jordan, Morocco, and the
United Arab Emirates. His book The
World Through Arab Eyes couples
those surveys with an intensive
analysis of events in the region from
the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait through
the Arab Spring. 

In the process, Telhami argues
that Arabs do not have a static,
unchanging identity. Arab identity,
he shows, is actually a multilayered,
constantly shifting thing, with indi-
viduals sometimes seeing them-
selves as Arabs first, sometimes iden-
tifying most closely with their home
country, and sometimes giving
precedence to their religion.
Whatever layer is in the forefront,
Telhami suggests, is the layer that at
the moment seems most likely to
preserve or restore Arab dignity.

In all six countries, over the entire
post-9/11 decade, the people polled
consistently perceived Palestine as
the most important political priority.
The Arab/Israeli conflict trumps even
the Sunni/Shia division, especially in
times of crisis. The creation of Israel in
1948 and the Arab loss in the war of
1967 left deep marks on the Arab
world; over generations, Arabs con-
tinued to see Israel as a major threat.

After the Arab Spring, interesting-
ly, the Palestinian/Israeli conflict
became a more important priority
among the people Telhami polled.
The uprisings of 2011, he explains,
were about freeing the Arab people
from domination by dictators and by
the outside world. Since those dicta-
tors did little for the Palestinians, the
issue was a consistent reminder of
the division between the rulers and
the ruled. And when the Arab Spring
saw some of those rulers cast away,
allowing Arabs to regain some digni-
ty, it shouldn’t be surprising that the
next item on many Arabs’ list should

be Palestine, seen as the biggest stab
to their dignity.

According to Telhami, Arab opin-
ion has been pretty consistent
recently about how the Palestinian
conflict should be resolved. About
two thirds support the so-called two-
state solution: a Palestinian state in
the West Bank and Gaza, with East
Jerusalem as its capital, living side by
side with Israel. Between a quarter
and a third of the population, on the
other hand, rejects peace with Israel
even if it withdraws from the occu-
pied territories.

The data also show that most
Arabs believe that peace will never
happen. The biggest change from
2010 to 2011 was the decline in the
percentages who think a solution
could be attained through negotia-
tions, from 40 percent to 20 percent.
In 2011, 39 percent expressed the
view that a solution will come only if
it is imposed by the United Nations
or the United States.

Public opinion about the upris-
ings of 2011 has been generally posi-
tive, though there are some wrinkles.
One is the effect of sectarian differ-
ences. While Arabs overwhelmingly
supported the protesters in most
countries, in Bahrain only 60 percent
supported the rebels and 24 percent
backed the government. 

That’s still a clear majority, but it’s
quite a bit less than, say, the 86 per-
cent who favored the rebels in Syria.
This reflects the extent that Bahrain’s
revolution was seen through a
Sunni/Shia prism. Lebanese Shia, for
example, were far more inclined to
support Bahrain’s rebels than the rest
of the population was; in predomi-
nantly Sunni Saudi Arabia, mean-
while, there was more support for
Bahrain’s Sunni government.

Also notable: opposition to west-
ern intervention. While the people
polled were overwhelmingly in favor
of Syria’s rebels in Syria, only 18 per-
cent supported an international
intervention on behalf of the rebels

with United Nations support, and just
8 percent favored an intervention
without UN backing. Fifteen percent
thought a more narrow Turkish/Arab
intervention would be acceptable; 14
percent wanted an intervention limit-
ed to arming the rebels; and a plurali-
ty, 43 percent, wanted no external
military action at all.

What do Arabs think of the United
States? The data showed remarkable
openness to Barack Obama after his
speech in Cairo in 2009. In 2010,
though, his popularity declined con-
siderably, with a majority viewing
him unfavorably. 

“Arabs reject American policies,”
Telhami writes, “and therefore ques-
tion American values and whether
America stands for what it professes.”
Arabs don’t believe that American
policy in the region is driven by a
desire to promote democracy and
peace; the driving forces, they consis-
tently believe, are Israel and oil.
Asked what countries pose the
biggest threat to them, the vast
majority of Arabs, year after year,
identified Israel first and the United
States second. Meanwhile, China’s
star is on the rise. In 2011, when the
poll asked which of seven countries
the surveyed would like to see as a
superpower, a plurality-23 percent-
answered China. Apparently, the
region would like to see a counter-
weight to the United States. (The out-
side country seen as playing the
most constructive role during the
Arab Spring was Turkey.)

The “processes unleashed by the
Tunisian and Egyptian revolutions,”
Telhami concludes, “are not episodic
and are likely to endure.” No govern-
ment in the Arab world is fully
immune to revolt,  he continues;
events in Egypt and Saudi Arabia in
particular will shape Arabs’ relations
with the rest of the world. 

And in the meantime, Arab identi-
ty-and Arabs’ sense of threat-”will
continue to be defined in relation to
Israel and the United States.” 

Taking the pulse of Arab opinion
In my view

By Nada Alwadi 

By Muna Al-Fuzai

muna@kuwaittimes.net

Illegal and
unethical

Local Spotlight

In the past few days, I have been concerned with the
upcoming election and illegal practices such as sell-
ing votes for money. This process is not only illegal

but unethical as well and in the eye of the law, this is a
bribe. Because when money is offered or given to a per-
son to influence that person’s views or conduct, surely
something is not right. If people are arrested for this
allegation, they can spend time in jail for bribery. The
prosecution procedures are long and do not have hap-
py endings. 

Recently, the Ministry of Interior has been active in
following up those who are involved in these crimes.
But I’m more concerned about the reasons behind the
spread of this crime. I think among the reasons for the
spread of bribery is a lack of conscience, awareness and
the  corrupt system that fails to enforce laws. 

Corruption is not administrative but ethical. So yes,
these woman represent Kuwaiti women and the
increase in their numbers in bribery crimes are  a nega-
tive indicator of our level of understanding our duties
and love of our country .

Sorry to say that until today, there are a number of
people who cast their votes based on family and blood
relations. So personal needs will be more important
than public needs. The law punishes those who are
involve in bribe crimes with jail and/or large penalties.
For expats, deportation is also possible.   

I think the media are to be blamed because they
have failed to bring about awareness that bribery in the
election process will help more corrupt people reach
the parliament. There is a need for awareness cam-
paigns. I think with the large number of females arrest-
ed for such crimes, it shows that women need more
awareness about the consequences and thinking that
no one would know or find out is a mistake.

When someone commits a crime he/she should
know that no matter how smart they are, there is always
a chance to get arrested. We need to see more aware-
ness addressed to all with more focus on women.

I think the media are to be
blamed because they have

failed to bring about aware-
ness that bribery in the elec-
tion process will help more

corrupt people reach the par-
liament. There is a need for

awareness campaigns. 

Why didn’t we
hear your silly

excuses and justifi-
cations when Field

Marshal Tantawi
stood against Hosni

Mubarak? Why
didn’t you describe

what happened as a
military coup? Why
didn’t you describe

the 2009 parliament
that they called the

‘multi-million
deposits parlia-

ment’ as a legiti-
mate one elected by
the people? Do you
think that legitima-

cy in the Egyptian
revolution is differ-

ent from that in
Kuwait?

Once a source of pride for us
all, our democracy has now

become the subject of ridicule
and something that requires

a lot of hard work to return to
its glorious state. The politi-

cal scene needs to be purified
from intruders who took the

political spotlight despite
lacking experience or ideolo-
gy. It was not cleverness that
made them force themselves

into the political spotlight,
but rather a negative position
that found a suitable environ-
ment in repeated parliamen-

tary dissolutions.
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BAHRAIN: Bahraini protestors gather during clashes with riot police following a protest against the ruling regime in the village of Bilad Al-Qadeem, in a suburb of Manama, late on Friday. Bahraini security forces clashed with anti-
regime protesters, leaving several people wounded including a policeman who was shot with a home-made gun, the interior ministry and witnesses said. — AFP 

Syrian war widens rift between Shiite 
Iran’s Khamenei, Iraq’s Sistani differ over political role

NAJAF: The civil war in Syria is widen-
ing a rift between top Shiite Muslim
clergy in Iraq and Iran who have taken
opposing stands on whether or not to
send followers into combat on
President Bashar Al-Assad’s side.
Competition for leadership of the Shiite
community has intensified since the
US-led invasion of 2003 toppled
Saddam Hussein, empowering majority
Shiites through the ballot box and
restoring the Iraqi holy city of Najaf to
prominence. 

In Iran’s holy city of Qom, senior
Shiite clerics, or Marjiiya, have issued
fatwas (edicts) enjoining their followers
to fight in Syria, where mainly Sunni
rebels are fighting to overthrow Assad,
whose Alawite sect derives from Shiite
Islam. Shiite militant leaders fighting in
Syria and those in charge of recruit-
ment in Iraq say the number of volun-
teers has increased significantly since
the fatwas were pronounced.  Tehran,
Assad’s staunchest defender in the
region, has drawn on other Shiite allies,
including Lebanese militia Hezbollah.
Hezbollah’s open intervention earlier
this year hardened the sectarian tone of
a conflict that grew out of a peaceful
street uprising against four decades of
Assad family rule, and shifted the bat-
tlefield tide in the Syrian government’s
favor. The Syrian war has polarized
Sunnis and Shiites across the Middle
East - but has also spotlighted divisions
within each of Islam’s two main denom-
inations, putting Qom and Najaf at
odds and complicating intra-Shiite rela-
tions in Iraq. In Najaf, Grand Ayatollah
Ali Al-Sistani, who commands unswerv-
ing loyalty from most Iraqi Shiites and
many more worldwide, has refused to
sanction fighting in a war he views as
political rather than religious.

Despite Sistani’s stance, some of

Iraq’s most influential Shiite political
parties and militia, who swear alle-
giance to Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, have answered
his call to arms and sent their disciples
into battle in Syria. “Those who went to
fight in Syria are disobedient,” said a
senior Shi’ite cleric who runs the office
of one of the top four Marjiya in Najaf.

The split is rooted in a fundamental
difference of opinion over the nature
and scope of clerical authority. Najaf
Marjiiya see the role of the cleric in
public affairs as limited, whereas in Iran,
the cleric is the Supreme Leader and
holds ultimate spiritual and political
authority in the “Velayet e-Faqih” sys-
tem (“guardianship of the jurist”). “The
tension between the two Marji iya
already existed a long time ago, but
now it has an impact on the Iraqi posi-
tion towards the Syria crisis,” a senior
Shiite cleric with links to Marjiiya in
Najaf said on condition of anonymity.

“If both Marjiiya had a unified posi-
tion (toward Syria), we would witness a
position of (Iraqi) government support
for the Syrian regime”. The Shiite-led
government in Baghdad says it takes no
sides in the civil war, but the flow of
Iraqi militiamen across the border into
Syria has compromised that official
position. Khamenei and his faithful in
Iraq and Iran regard Syria as a impor-
tant link in a “Shiite Crescent” stretching
from Tehran to Beirut through Baghdad
and Damascus, according to senior cler-
ics and politicians.    

Answering a question posted on his
website by one of his followers regard-
ing the legitimacy of fighting in Syria,
senior Iraq Shiite cleric Kadhim Al-
Haeari, who is based in Iran, described
fighting in Syria as a “duty” to defend
Islam. Militants say that around 50 Iraqi
Shiites fly to Damascus every week to

fight, often alongside Assad’s troops, or
to protect the Sayyida Zeinab shrine on
the outskirts of the capital, an especial-
ly sacred place for Shiites.

“I am following my Marjiiya. My spiri-
tual leader has said fighting in Syria is a
legitimate duty. I do not pay attention
to what others say,” said Ali, a former
Mehdi army militant who was packing
his bag to travel from Iraq to Syria. “No
one has the right to stop me. I  am
defending my religion, my Imam’s
daughter Sayyida Zeinab’s shrine.” A
high-ranking Shiite cleric who runs the
office of one of the four top Marjiiya in
Najaf said the protection of Shiite
shrines in Syria was used as a pretext by
Iran to galvanize Shiites into action. 

In the 10 years since Saddam’s fall,
Iran’s influence in Iraq has grown and it
has sought to gain a foothold in Najaf
in particular. Senior Iranian clerics have
opened offices in Najaf, as well as non-
governmental organizations, charities
and cultural institutions, most of which
are funded directly by Marjiiya in Iran,
or the Iranian Embassy in Baghdad,
local officials said. The Iranian flag flies
over a two-storey building in an
upscale neighborhood of Najaf, which
houses the “Imam Khomeini Institution”,
named after the Islamic Republic ’s
founder, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini.    

The Imam Khomeini Institution is
one of many Iranian entities that have
engaged in social activities in Iraq,
focusing on young men, helping them
get married, and paying regular
stipends to widows, orphans and stu-
dents of religion. Some institutions also
support young clerics and fund free
trips for university students to visit
Shiite shrines in Iran, including a formal
visit to Khamenei’s office in Tehran,
Shiite politicians with knowledge of the
activities say.— Reuters

ASPEN: The United States believes the
Saudi man suspected of designing
underwear bombs for Al- Qaeda’s
Yemeni affiliate has trained a small num-
ber of people on his advanced bomb-
making techniques, a senior US official
said yesterday. The remarks by John
Pistole, who heads the US
Transportation Security Administration,
were some of the most detailed public
comments to date about Ibrahim
Hassan Al-Asiri and the thwarted May
2012 plot by Al-Qaeda in the Arabian
Peninsula, or AQAP, to blow up a plane
with an underwear bomb. 

“There is intelligence that he has
unfortunately trained others and there’s
a lot of effort to identify those folks,”
Pistole told the Aspen Security Forum in
Colorado. Asked by Reuters afterward
about the nature of that intelligence,

Pistole said Asiri was believed to have
trained a small number of people. He
added that the intelligence was “credi-
ble.” 

Believed to be in his early 30s, Asiri,
who survived a US drone missile attack
in 2011, has drawn scrutiny for his skill
at fashioning hard-to-detect bombs and
hiding them in clothing or equipment.
He became an urgent priority for
Western counterterrorism officials after
his suspected role in planning strikes on
the United States in 2009 and 2010,
plots that included the failed bombing
of a Detroit-bound airliner on Christmas
Day in 2009. The Detroit plot was dis-
covered only when the explosive sewn
into the bomber’s underwear misfired
as the airliner flew over US territory.

Pistole said Asiri’s 2012 attempt uti-
lized a more sophisticated device using

a new type of explosive the United
States had not seen previously. Asiri also
used a double-initiation system for
igniting the bomb and enclosed the
device in caulk to prevent leakage of
any explosive vapors that could be
detected by airport equipment or
bomb-sniffing dogs, Pistole said. “He
gave (the presumed attacker) instruc-
tions to get on the plane ... and fly to the
US and blow himself up over the US,” he
said. “Fortunately, that terrorist was a
double agent,” Pistole said, referring to
the US-British-Saudi undercover coun-
terterrorism operation. A Riyadh-born
former chemistry student who once
plotted to bomb oil facilities in Saudi
Arabia, Asiri served nine months in jail
in Saudi Arabia for attempting to join a
militant group in Iraq to fight US troops
there.— Reuters

Saudi ‘underwear bomb’ 
designer trained others
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Britons freed from Dubai 
DUBAI: Three Britons jailed for more than a year in Dubai
on drugs charges have been freed as part of an amnesty
for the Muslim holy month of Ramadan, a British legal
charity said yesterday. The three were sentenced to four
years in jail in April, and said they had been tortured fol-
lowing their arrest. Grant Cameron, Karl Williams and
Suneet Jeerh, all in their 20s, were arrested during a holi-
day in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in July 2012. Police
said they had found a form of synthetic cannabis in their
hire car. All three had pleaded not guilty to charges of
possessing and intending to sell illegal drugs and said
police had subjected them to beatings and threatened
them with guns - allegations the police deny. “After a year
of waiting, we are deeply relieved and overjoyed to have
Grant back home with us after his terrible ordeal,” Tracy
Cameron said of her son, in comments emailed to
Reuters by Reprieve, which campaigns for prisoner
rights. In a letter to Reprieve, a London-based legal chari-
ty, Prime Minister David Cameron said in April that Britain
had repeatedly raised concerns about the torture allega-
tions with the UAE, saying the authorities’ failure to con-
duct a full medical examination of the men was worri-
some.

Algeria kills 4 Islamists 
ALGIERS: Algerian soldiers shot dead four Islamists dur-
ing an overnight raid in the town of Sour El-Ghozlane
southeast of the capital Algiers, security sources said yes-
terday. The army also seized weapons during the raid, the
national news agency APS said quoting security sources.
In the 1990s Algeria witnessed a decade of fighting
between troops and Islamist fighters in which some
200,000 people were killed, according to official esti-
mates. There has been a drop of violence in recent years
although groups affiliated with Al-Qaeda in the Islamic
Maghreb (AQIM) are active in the northern Kabylie region,
in the east and in areas near Algiers, usually targeting
security forces. On Tuesday four soldiers were killed when
two bombs struck their patrol west of Algiers.

Egypt, Syria ties
CAIRO: Egypt’s new foreign minister says Cairo is reeval-
uating its relationship with Syria following the military’s
ouster of Islamist President Mohammed Morsi. Nabil
Fahmy said yesterday in his first public comments since
becoming Egypt’s top diplomat that the country contin-
ues to support the Syrian uprising but that Cairo has no
intention of waging jihad, or holy war, in Syria. Fahmy’s
comments signaled a shift from Morsi’s approach. Just
weeks before Morsi was deposed on July 3, a senior pres-
idential aide said authorities would not prevent
Egyptians from traveling to Syria to join the rebel cause.
Morsi also attended a rally on June 15 in which hard-line
clerics urged young Egyptians to go fight in Syria.
Speaking at the rally, Morsi announced he was severing
diplomatic ties with Damascus.

in brief

BEIRUT: Syrian Kurdish fighters in the
northeast of the country expelled jihadists
from a checkpoint yesterday and seized
their weapons and ammunition, the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
reported.

The advance comes just days after
Kurdish fighters loyal to the Democratic
Union Party (PYD) expelled jihadists allied
to the Al-Nusra Front and the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIS) from the
strategic Kurdish town of Ras al-Ain.

“Clashes raged during the night from
Friday to Saturday, pitting (Kurdish fight-

ers) against Al-Nusra Front, ISIS and other
(rebel) groups... near the villages of Tal Alu,
Karhuk and Ali Agha,” said the Britain-
based Observatory.

The clashes “ended at 8:00 am (0500
GMT), when the Kurdish popular commit-
tees seized control of a... (key) checkpoint”
there, said the group.

The Kurdish fighters then seized
ammunition, light weapons, a vehicle
mounted with a heavy machinegun and a
mortar launcher from the jihadists, the
Observatory added.

PYD chief Salih Muslim has stated that

Syria’s Kurds are planning to create a tem-
porary autonomous government to
administer their regions in the north.

Kurdish regions have been adminis-
tered by local Kurdish councils since
President Bashar al-Assad’s forces with-
drew from the areas in mid-2012.

The redeployment was seen as a tacti-
cal move by the regime, freeing up forces
to battle rebels elsewhere, and encourag-
ing the Kurds to avoid allying with the
opposition in order to maintain their new-
found autonomy.

Since then, the Kurds have walked a

fine line, trying to avoid antagonising
either the regime or the rebels, and focus-
ing on maintaining security in Kurdish
areas while strengthening control over
their own affairs.

Kurds represent about 15 percent of
the Syrian population. Meanwhile in
northwestern Syria, the air force kept up a
fierce campaign  against the town of
Saraqeb and staged 10 air strikes there
Saturday, killing three children, said the
Observatory.

The strikes on the rebel-held town in
Idlib province also killed a medical volun-

teer and a woman, the group added.
Air raids also hit areas where the rebels

were reportedly advancing in Aleppo
province in northern Syria, it said.

The raids came as rebels advanced on
Khan al-Assal, the only town in the west of
Aleppo province still under regime con-
trol.

Saturday’s violence comes a day after
at least 95 people were killed across Syria,
said the Observatory.

More than 100,000 people, most of
them civilians, have died in Syria’s 28-
month war, the group says. —AFP

Syria Kurds expel jihadists from post, seize weapons

CAIRO: A handout picture released by the Egyptian Presidency shows Egypt’s
interim president Adly Mansour (R) meeting with Jordan’s King Abdullah II yester-
day in the Egyptian capital Cairo. The Jordanian monarch had been among the
first leaders to congratulate Egyptians after the army overthrew Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi following mass protests calling for him to resign. —AFP

Devil in details for 
Mideast peace talks

Two sides to meet in Washington

JERUSALEM: US Secretary of State
John Kerry’s efforts have led to an
agreement in principle to resume
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks but
the devil remains in the details of
the negotiating terms.

“I am pleased to announce that
we have reached an agreement that
establishes a basis for resuming
direct final status negotiations
between the Palestinians and the
Israelis,” he told reporters in Amman
late Friday.

The two sides are to meet in
Washington within “the next week
or so” to nail down the terms for
peace talks. “After he moved moun-
tains to renew talks, Kerry has now
reached the truly tough part,” said
the diplomatic correspondent of
Israel’s Haaretz newspaper.

“The lack of trust between the
sides is still strong and the gap
between (Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin) Netanyahu and
(Palestinian leader Mahmud) Abbas
is still cavernous. Kerry will attempt
to construct a bridge over the abyss
but let’s hope he does not plunge
down into oblivion.”

The Palestinian presidency said it
looked forward to “an agreement on
the basis of a resumption of talks,”
while stressing there were still “spe-
cific details that need to be
resolved”. However, Palestinian fac-
tions, embittered by the experience
of the 1993 Oslo peace accords,
were openly critical. Independent
MP Mustafa Barghuti rejected any
return to the negotiating table with-
out a clear reference to the borders
which existed before the 1967 

Middle East war and a halt to all
Jewish settlement building He said
any such talks would be a waste of
time and nothing more than a time-
wasting exercise serving

Netanyahu’s government.  “The
experience of 20 years of negotia-
tions has been enough to prove it
was a mistake to sign the Oslo
accords before a halt to settlement
building. The number of settlers on
occupied (Palestinian) land has
since shot up from 150,000 to
600,000 now,” his movement said.

It warned against “falling into the
trap of Oslo”. The Palestinian Front
for the Liberation of Palestine, a left-
ist faction  within the PLO umbrella,
said a return to peace talks outside
the framework of the United
Nations and its resolutions on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict would
amount to “political suicide”.

It urged the Palestinian leader-
ship to resume its campaign to join
international organisations, sus-
pended at the request of
Washington, especially judicial bod-
ies which could put pressure on
Israel “instead of submitting
Palestinian rights that are guaran-
teed under international law to
compromises and useless bets
which have failed time and again”. 

Palestinian political analyst Hani
al-Masri was blunt in his assess-
ment. “Kerry’s attempts are destined
to fail because Israel does not want
to commit to references in any
negotiating process, so it does not
commit to anything,” he told AFP. 

“Accepting a return to negotia-
tions today for the Palestinian lead-
ership would be tantamount to
political suicide and will not change
the circumstances for which it has
refused to do so previously.”

According to Haaretz,
“Netanyahu agreed to a series of
gestures toward the Palestinians in
the coming months, including the
release of hundreds of prisoners.
Over the past four months he has

likewise restrained, relatively speak-
ing, West Bank settlement construc-
tion, a slowdown which will hold as
long as negotiations are on.”

But “a big question mark remains
around Netanyahu’s intentions”, the
paper said. “Is he interested only in a
peace process or is he determined
to reach a peace accord? If it is only
a process he is after, he will have
earned himself several months of
quiet until the bluff is called.

“But if he is in it for the real thing,
he will have to for the first time
present clear stances and explain
where for him Israel ends and
Palestine begins.” A Palestinian offi-
cial said: “The ball is now in Israel’s
court. Kerry has proposed the bases
for a resumption of negotiations
and asked Netanyahu to respond
favourably to one of them.

“The bases are the release of
Palestinians jailed before the Oslo

accords, minors, the sick or the eld-
erly,” he said on condition of
anonymity. “And that Israel recog-
nise the 1967 (border) lines as a ref-
erence point, or a halt to settlement
building.”

The Palestinian official said the
Israeli premier had agreed to hold a
special cabinet session to draw up
Israel’s response to Kerry’s propos-
als. “If Israel accepts them, negotia-
tions will resume.”  —AFP

AMMAN: Secretary of State John Kerry arrives to speak at Queen Alia International Airport
in Amman, Jordan. Kerry held the news conference following a meeting with Palestinian
President Mahmud Abbas in the West Bank city of Ramallah. —AP

CAIRO: After three weeks, some local residents have
started to have enough with Islamist supporters of
Egypt’s ousted President Mohammed Morsi
camped out outside a Cairo mosque in their neigh-
borhood to demand he be restored to office.

Residents are complaining that the sit-in camp is
blocking the roads leading to their homes, garbage
has piled up on side streets and parks have been
trashed. Speeches from the stage blare late into the
night in the neighborhood around Rabaah al-
Adawiya Mosque.

At the same time, the complaints have been
sucked into Egypt’s bitter polarization over the mili-
tary’s removal of Morsi on July 3. Anti-Islamist media
have taken up the residents’ backlash as evidence
the country has turned against the protesters, who
vow to continue their street campaign.

Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood, in turn, has sought
to show it has the backing of its neighbors,
announcing that residents have been bringing the
camping protesters sweets and food. The protest
camp also issued a statement this past week offer-
ing nearby residents “24-hour medical, electricity,
plumbing or other services.”

Morsi supporters have been gathering in the
broad intersection in front the mosque since just
before the giant protests by millions nationwide
against the president that led to his ouster began on
June 30.

Now they have settled in for a seemingly perma-
nent presence on the edge of the eastern Cairo dis-
trict of Nasr City. At least a thousand people camp
there in tents overnight and crowds swell at times to
tens of thousands for evening rallies. Throughout
the day, speakers ranging from ultraconservative
clerics to Brotherhood figures to people from the
crowd deliver speeches from the stage to rally the
audience.

“We thought they were just having a protest for
the day ... we assumed they’ll leave after the revolu-
tion (Morsi’s fall) but they didn’t and life started
becoming a tragedy,” Sarah Ashraf, a 25-year-old res-
ident, told The Associated Press.

Constant noise from fireworks and the speeches
is one big issue for the residents. Another is the tone
of some of the speeches, with hard-liners denounc-
ing their opponents.

“On their stage, Christians are constantly being
threatened and insulted; this is scaring us,” said

Ashraf, who is Christian. She said she has to wear
long-sleeve shirts and more conservative clothing
because otherwise she feels uncomfortable passing
by the crowd, largely made up of ultraconservative
Islamists, with men in long beards and many
women veiled.

Sandbag walls have gone up at some parts.
Fearing attack by opponents, the protesters have a
“self-defense” contingent of young men with sticks
and makeshift armor. Those entering or passing
through the sit-in section must show IDs at protest-
er checkpoints, and the tents are spread across side-
walks in front of building entrances. In nearby gar-
dens and garages, protesters have put up structures
of blocks and bricks as toilets.

“They took off the paving stones from the side-
walks and used them to build a wall where they

stand behind with their primitive weapons,” resident
Mohammed Wasfy said. “They have sticks in their
hands all the day as a show of force; the youngest of
them is holding a stick as long as he is,” he added.

Several dozen residents held a counter-
protest near the pro-Morsi encampment late
Thursday, chanting “the Brotherhood is a shame
on us.” They held signs reading: “You are free
unless you harm me.”

There were no frictions between the two groups.
But the protesting residents issued a statement with
a list of demands and gave Morsi supporters until
Saturday night to carry them out.  Among the
demands, move the stage, clear side streets, stop
using fireworks, turn speakers off, clean the area reg-
ularly and make sure no one has weapons in their
crowds. —AP

Many neighbors tired of 
pro-Morsi sit-in in Egypt

CAIRO: An opponent of ousted President Mohammed Morsi holds Islam’s holy book
Quran, right, and Christian cross to show unity during a rally at Tahrir square, in
Cairo, Egypt, late Friday. With the military beefing up security, tens of thousands
took to the streets Friday in a determined push for the return to power of Egypt’s
ousted Islamist leader, while Mohammed Morsi’s opponents staged rival rallies, rais-
ing fears of a fresh round of clashes. —AP

CAIRO:  Jordan’s king yesterday became the
first head of state to visit Egypt since the army
ousted its Islamist president, whose support-
ers pressed protests after a night of deadly
clashes.

King Abdullah II, who faces challenges at
home from Islamists, was among the first lead-
ers to congratulate Egyptians after the military
overthrew president Mohamed Morsi in a
popularly backed coup on July 3.

The monarch was greeted at Cairo airport
by the army-backed interim prime minister
Hazem al-Beblawi, said Egypt’s official MENA
news agency.

He is likely to discuss the Middle East peace
process, but his visit may also be aimed at con-
ferring legitimacy on the newly installed
regime which is fighting a public relations war
to burnish its credibility.

The Jordanian leader’s arrival came as thou-
sands of supporters of the deposed Islamist
president continued a sit-in at Cairo’s Rabaa al-
Adawiya mosque, waving Egyptian flags and
carrying portraits of the toppled leader.

The Islamists had rallied in the tens of thou-
sands on Friday, with some protests turning

violent. Three people were killed in the Nile
Delta city of Mansura, a hospital official said.

The protests, dubbed “Breaking the Coup”
by Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood, came three
days after interim president Adly Mansour
swore in a caretaker cabinet, whose legitimacy
the Islamists have categorically rejected.

The cabinet has faced a mixed international
reaction. The African Union has suspended
Egypt’s membership, while some Gulf coun-
tries that distrusted Morsi have pledged bil-
lions of dollars in aid.

Britain announced it was revoking export
licences for equipment used by Egypt’s mili-
tary and police amid concerns it could be used
against protesters. 

The country’s new foreign minister, Nabil
Fahmy, said yesterday he would prioritise
“defending the revolution abroad”.

The ministry would “form a committee to
follow what is published about the revolution
abroad and to provide sound information,”
Fahmy told a news conference.

Egypt also sent an envoy to African states
to convince them Morsi had been removed by
a popular revolution, he added. —AFP

Jordan king first head of 
state in post-coup Egypt
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MOSCOW: Top opposition leader Alexei
Navalny triumphantly returned home to
Russia’s capital yesterday after his unex-
pected release from prison, saying he
would push ahead with a bid to become
Moscow mayor.

The chief opponent of President
Vladimir Putin stepped off an overnight
train from the provincial city of Kirov
with his wife Yulia to a crowd of hun-
dreds of supporters chanting his name
as dozens of riot police stood watch.
“We are going to run and we will win,”
Navalny said through a megaphone to
roars of approval from the crowd, many
of whom clutched flowers and wore
white T-shirts reading “Navalny” or
“Navalny’s brother”.  “Ahead of us is a big,
difficult electoral campaign. Seven
weeks of non-stop work and it’s just the
start,” he said.

Navalny was suddenly released Friday
pending an appeal of his five-year sen-
tence on fraud charges and has about a
month to campaign, but it is unclear
whether he will have enough time to
actually participate in the September 8
ballot. The guilty verdict disqualifies
Navalny from politics, and the restriction
will come into force if or when the ver-
dict is upheld on appeal.  Although opin-
ion polls say Navalny has almost no
chance of beating the incumbent pro-

Kremlin mayor in the ballot, observers
say campaigning for the high-profile
post will boost the charismatic leader’s
popularity.  “Let’s fight for political power
in the country,” he said, pumping his fist
in the air and leading the crowd in a
chant of “We are the power” before fans
hoisted him on their shoulders.

Navalny’s conviction and sentencing
to five years in a penal colony by a Kirov
court on Thursday sparked protests in
Moscow and Saint Petersburg from sup-
porters of the charismatic 37-year-old
who led unprecedented demonstrations
against Putin in 2011-12.

Police said Saturday that vandalism
charges would be pursued against who-
ever scrawled grafitti such as “Putin is
gay” and “Putin is a thief” on the parlia-
ment buidling during the rallies.

In an unexpected move less than a
day after his sentencing, a higher court
in the sleepy industrial city 900 kilome-
tres (560 miles) northeast of Moscow
released Navalny from jail pending the
appeal.

The court ruled that keeping the
father of two behind bars would “limit
his right to be elected” in the Moscow
mayoral polls, for which he had already
registered as a candidate.

Many observers described the sur-
prise release as a sign of infighting

among the country’s ruling elite and
uncertainty about how to handle Putin’s
popular opponent.

Some analysts have said the jailing of
a high-profile Moscow mayoral candi-
date during the campaign was a huge
embarrassment for the authorities.

Security at the Yaroslavsky train sta-
tion in central Moscow was tight with
the deployment of dozens of riot police,
a move supporters said showed the
authorities’ fear of the opposition leader.

“They have gone mad,” activist Nikolai
Lyaskin told AFP aboard the train min-
utes before it pulled into the station.

Navalny emerged as a key figure in
the 2011-12 protests against Putin’s
return for a third term in the Kremlin.He
has said he wants to run in the next pres-
idential election in 2018 and has vowed
to jail Putin if he comes to power.

Navalny was found guilty of defraud-
ing the government in the Kirov region
of 16 million rubles ($500,000, 376,000
euros) in a timber deal while acting as an
advisor to the local authorities in 2009.

He has said the charges are politically
motivated.  An opinion poll said before
Navalny’s sentencing that incumbent
pro-Kremlin mayor Sergei Sobyanin is
set to retain the post with 78 percent of
the vote, with Navalny expected to come
a distant second on eight percent.  But

observers say the campaign will provide
him with valuable exposure in a country
in which the Kremlin keeps tight control
over most media.  “Participation in the
race for the Moscow mayor, the most

prominent elected office in Russia after
the presidency, will dramatically elevate
Navalny’s public profile, irrespective of
the outcome,” said the Eurasia Group
consultancy. — AP

Navalny vows to push ahead with Moscow mayor bid

MOSCOW: A police officer records Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny,
left, and his wife arrive from Kirov at a railway station in Moscow, Russia, yester-
day. Navalny returned to Moscow yesterday after his surprise release from jail
and vowed to push forward with his campaign to become mayor of the Russian
capital. — AP

WASHINGTON: Former White House
correspondent Helen Thomas, a trail-
blazing journalist who reported on
every US president from John
Kennedy to Barack Obama, died yes-
terday at the age of 92, The Gridiron
Club and Foundation said.    

Thomas, who worked the White
House beat for 49 years for United
Press International and Hearst news-
papers, died after a long illness, Susan

Hahn of the Washington journalists’
organization said in a statement.    

As the senior news service corre-
spondent at the White House, Thomas
ended dozens of presidential news
conferences with the familiar phrase
“Thank you, Mr President.”

She was known for her straight-to-
the-point questioning of presidents
and press secretaries in a manner that
some considered dogged. Others,
including many fellow reporters, con-
sidered her style in her later years to
be too combative and agenda-driven.

In the last 10 years of her career
Thomas was a columnist for Hearst, a
job that allowed her opinions to sur-
face more than in her work as a hard-
news reporter for UPI. Thomas
announced in June 2010 that she was
retiring from Hearst, effective immedi-
ately, after comments she made about
Israel and the Palestinians, including
that Israel should “get the hell out of
Palestine,” were captured on video-
tape and widely disseminated on the
Internet.

Thomas later issued a statement: “I

deeply regret my comments I made
last week regarding the Israelis and
the Palestinians. They do not reflect
my heart-felt belief that peace will
come to the Middle East only when all
parties recognize the need for mutual
respect and tolerance. May that day
come soon.”

Thomas believed the Washington
media had grown soft and was reluc-
tant to challenge government, views

she shared in her 2007 book
“Watchdogs of Democracy? The
Waning Washington Press Corps and
How It Has Failed the Public.”

She was especially rough on for-
mer President George W. Bush, who in
2003 she described as the “worst pres-
ident ever,” and the Iraq war, which
she felt the media had abetted by not
challenging Bush strongly enough on
it. In 2009 she asked President Barack
Obama, “When are you going to get
out of Afghanistan? Why are we con-
tinuing to kill and die there? What is
the real excuse and don’t give us this
Bushism ‘If we don’t go there, they’ll
all come here.’”

Veteran NBC News correspondent
Andrea Mitchell on Saturday tweeted
that Thomas “made it possible for all
of us who followed,” and Dana Perino,
press secretary for George W. Bush,
tweeted, “First day I ever took the
podium she came to encourage me.”

Thomas was assigned to the White
House in 1961 by UPI in part because
of the great interest in first lady
Jacqueline Kennedy, as well as the

new young president.
She would go on to become the

dean of the White House media corps
and her front-row center chair in the
briefing room eventually had a plaque
with her name, the only seat so desig-
nated.

Thomas grew up in Detroit, the
daughter of Lebanese immigrants.
Middle Eastern affairs were a strong
interest and impromptu comments
about Israel and the Palestinians in
May 2010 were her undoing.

Asked by an interviewer from the
website rabbilive.com if she had any
comments about Israel,  Thomas
responded, “Get the hell out of
Palestine.” She said Jews should “go
home, to Poland and Germany,
America and everywhere else.”

After the interview spread on the
Internet, her comments were criti-
cized by the White House, the White
House Correspondents’ Association,
the co-author of one of her books and
the agency that handled her speaking
engagements, among others. Shortly
after, she announced her retirement,
two months short of her 90th birth-
day.

Thomas established a number of
firsts for women journalists in becom-
ing one of Washington’s best known
reporters. She was the first woman
officer in the White House
Correspondents Association in its 50-
year history, becoming its first woman
president. In 1975, she broke the 90-
year all-male barrier at the Gridiron
Club, an organization of leading
Washington journalists, and became
its first female president in 1993.

She also supported scores of
women starting out in the news busi-
ness. Thomas became UPI White
House bureau chief in 1974, the first
woman to head a wire service bureau
there. She stayed in that position until
2000 when she joined Hearst.

Thomas’s career began as a copy
girl on the Washington Daily News
and she joined what was then known
as United Press in 1943.

Thomas first came to public notice
during the Watergate era when she
started receiving late-night phone
calls from Martha Mitchell, the wife of
Attorney General John Mitchell, dis-
cussing the scandal.

“I have witnessed presidents in sit-
uations of great triumph and adula-
tion, when they are riding the crest of
personal fulfillment, and I have seen
them fall off their pedestals through
an abuse of power or what President
Clinton called ‘a lapse of critical judg-
ment,’” she wrote in the memoir “Front
Row at the White House: My Life and
Times.” — Reuters

Pioneering journalist 

Helen Thomas dead at 92

Long-time White House reporter 

WASHINGTON: In this May 27, 2010, file photo veteran White House jour-
nalist Helen Thomas asks a question to President Barack Obama during a
news conference in the East Room of the White House in Washington.
Thomas, a pioneer for women in journalism and an irrepressible White
House correspondent, has died. She was 92. — AP

FORROME:  An Italian court yesterday accepted plea bar-
gains for five suspects in the Costa Concordia cruise ship
disaster under which they will serve prison sentences
ranging from 18 months to two years and 10 months,
media reported. The five include Roberto Ferrarini, the
director of ship owner Costa Crociere’s crisis unit, Jacob
Rusli Bin, the luxury liner’s Indonesian helmsman, as well
as a deputy of Captain Francesco Schettino and two other
crew members. Schettino, who is accused of multiple
manslaughter and abandoning ship, is currently the only
one standing trial for the deadly accident off Giglio island
in Tuscany which claimed 32 lives in January 2012.

On Wednesday, when Schettino’s trial opened, his
lawyers requested a sentencing deal of three years and
five months in prison for admitting responsibility but were
refused. They renewed the request yesterday.

Civil plaintiffs who want to see justice served for their
lost loved ones have expressed fury over the clemency
offered Schettino’s co-defendants.

Under the plea agreements accepted by the court in
Grosseto in the central Tuscany region, Ferrarini received
the longest sentence of two years and 10 months in
prison. Manrico Giampedroni, the cabin service director,

faces two years and six months in prison, while captain’s
deputy Ciro Ambrosio got one year and 11 months.

Rusli Bin, the liner’s Indonesian helmsman who misun-
derstood the captain’s orders at the moment of the crash,
received a year and eight months in jail and officer Silvia
Coronica got one year and six months, the shortest sen-
tence. Audio from the ship’s black box revealed the chaos
on the bridge on the night of the shipwreck, when Rusli
Bin was steering the huge liner and Schettino had ordered
a risky “salute” manoeuvre near the island.

In the recordings, when the crew realises the vessel is
bearing down on rocks jutting out of the sea near Giglio,
Schettino can be heard yelling “hard to port” while
Ambrosio appears to yell “hard to starboard”. The helms-
man, who did not speak English or Italian fluently, is heard
asking “hard to starboard?”

By the time Schettino had repeated his order it was too
late to right the Concordia’s course. The luxurious liner
crashed into the Giglio rocks on the night of January 13,
2012, with 4,229 people from 70 countries on board, keel-
ing over and sparking a panicked and delayed evacuation
which saw some people forced to throw themselves into
the freezing sea. —AFP

PARIS:  Six people were arrested after overnight violence
that erupted in a Paris suburb after police checked the
identity of a woman wearing a Muslim veil, French authori-
ties said yesterday.

Public disturbances have shaken depressed, largely
immigrant quarters of major French cities at regular inter-
vals for years, often triggered by resentment over spot
police checks.

It is illegal in France for women to wear full face veils in
public but the law is contested in the mainly Muslim sub-
urbs that ring major cities - where tensions reign in rela-
tions between residents and police. 

In Trappes, a gritty suburb southwest of Paris, police
said a crowd gathered in response to the arrest on
Thursday of a man who had assaulted a police officer dur-
ing an identity check on his wife, who was entirely veiled.

Some 250 people who collected outside the Trappes
police station on Friday night threw stones and other pro-
jectiles and destroyed property before being repelled by
riot police in the early hours of Saturday, a police state-
ment said. A witness said the crowd called on police to

release the husband but were “insulted” by authorities. 
“They (the police) didn’t want to listen and it got out of

control,” the man, who gave his name as Sofiane, told iTele.
“Trappes is a big family. When you attack us we’re going to
respond.”

Police said order was restored by daybreak in Trappes,
an area of grim housing estates, but that reinforcements
sent in overnight would remain in coming hours to help
ensure calm.

Authorities dealing with immigrant unrest fear a repeat
of riots in 2005, France’s worst for 40 years, when nation-
wide violence led to the imposition of a state of emer-
gency.

In Trappes, as cleanup crews cleared away shattered
glass from bus shelters, burned trash bins and stones litter-
ing the pavement, the chief administrator of the depart-
ment (county) of Yvelines described the suburb as “calm
and serene.”

“We will maintain this calm in the coming hours,” Prefect
Erard Corbin de Mangoux told journalists. “Police will stay
put until we believe the threat is over.” — Reuters

Italian court jails five 

over cruise ship disaster

Six held over violence in France 

after police check veiled woman
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FRISCO:  On a recent evening, George
P. Bush was telling a packed room of
wealthy North Texans how he got his
start in politics. It was May 1979 and
the then 3-year-old was in a Houston
park, clutching a balloon and watch-
ing his grandfather, George H.W. Bush,

announce his first campaign for presi-
dent.

“It was my first memory,” Bush
recalled. “I was wearing a George P.
Bush, er, uh, George H.W. Bush for
President T-shirt.”

Drowned out temporarily by

laughter, Bush insisted it wasn’t a
Freudian flub. An aide approached a
reporter scribbling notes and jokingly
commanded: “Stop writing!”

The light moment underscores the
dilemma of the latest scion of an
American political dynasty.

How does Bush keep his family’s
powerful past from overwhelming his
present? How can he ease into his first
campaign for elected office amid lofty
expectations that he will help save a
Republican Party in Texas that’s
endangered by the state’s booming
Latino population?

Bush, 37, says he’s more than just a
famous surname. Both his grandfather
and uncle were presidents; his father,
former Florida Gov. Jeb Bush, may run
for the White House in 2016.

George P. Bush is running for state
land commissioner, a post unfamiliar
to most Texans, because he says it best
suits his skills, not because it could
launch him to bigger things in the
largest Republican-leaning state.

“It’s a legacy that I embrace and
that I’m not going to run away from,”
Bush told The Associated Press in an
interview during a recent visit to the
affluent Dallas suburb of Frisco. “But
certainly, in this campaign, I have to
identify myself and talk about my own
track record.”

That isn’t always easy.
People want to know how often

he calls assorted relatives for advice
and what sleeping at the White House
was like. Political observers wonder if
the Spanish-speaker who offers a
unique blend of Republican royalty
and Hispanic heritage can slow what
looks like Texas’ inevitable demo-
graphic slide toward a Democratic-

leaning state. His mother, Columba, is
from Mexico.

Jeremy Bird, who helped President
Barack Obama win re-election last
year by using data analysis to tailor
voter mobilization to the most prom-
ising areas, helped tilt Nevada and
Colorado to the Democrats in the
2012 presidential race. Now, Bird and
other Obama veterans are leading
Battleground Texas, a group that
hopes to do the same thing in Texas.

“This is something not to be taken
lightly. It’s a well-capitalized, well-
financed group that’s intent on devel-
oping a long term strategy. That’s
problematic,” Bush said. “It’s going to
require more for candidates like
myself and people from the party to
step up their game. Not necessarily
change our principles, but change our
tactics.”

He said Republicans will have to
recruit more Spanish-speakers, cam-
paign more frequently along Texas’
border with Mexico, and improve their
youth outreach on college campuses
and via social media.

Bush said he considers himself an
asset to the party’s Hispanic outreach
efforts. But he also said the GOP’s
long-term strategy cannot simply be
running more bilingual candidates.

“I’ve been asked whether knowing
Spanish and being Hispanic myself is a
positive in getting Hispanic voters and
I don’t believe it is,” he said. “I think
Hispanics look for a friend, they look
for someone who understands,
whose willing to relate, to hear their
issues and welcome them to the party
and to their campaigns. That’s what
we’re doing.”

Bush’s campaign style, though, has
been criticized by some as uncomfort-

able, and his stump speeches occa-
sionally can sound canned. “I’m not
running for office to be somebody
but really just to do something. ... This
isn’t about making a statement. It’s
about making a difference,” he told
about 600 homeowners and GOP
activists who crowded into the club-
house of a new Frisco subdivision.

Bush has raised $3.3 million since
November even though no
Democratic candidate has emerged
for land commissioner. A Democrat
hasn’t won any of Texas’ 29 statewide
offices since 1994, the nation’s longest
streak of single-party dominance. But
Hispanics accounted for two-thirds of
Texas’ population growth over the
past decade and now make up 35
percent of its population. They tend to
vote Democratic, with Obama captur-
ing 71 percent of the Latino vote
nationwide last year.

Closer to home, no Republican
represents any majority Hispanic dis-
trict in the Legislature, even though
the GOP holds sizable majorities in the
House and Senate. The only Hispanic
ever elected to the U.S. Senate from
Texas, Ted Cruz, is a Republican whose
father was born in Cuba, and many
top GOP leaders are counting on him
and Bush to remake the party’s image
with Hispanics.

Gilberto Hinojosa, chairman of the
Texas Democratic Party, scoffs at that.
“How is it,” he asked, “that these people
think that if they’re fortunate to be
born to a Hispanic mother and are of
Hispanic heritage, that gives them the
right to have the support of the
Hispanic community?”

Bush said Hispanics “don’t vote in a
monolith.” He sidestepped questions
about national issues such as immi-

gration, choosing to focus on the
responsibilities of the land commis-
sioner. The office oversees vast oil and
mineral rights which help fund public
education. It also administers benefits
to military veterans.

“This is an office I’ve had my heart
on for years,” Bush said. “I’m a former
educator, a veteran and I have a strong
energy and asset background. This is
kind of what I’m excited about.” Born in
Houston, Bush grew up in Florida,
where his father was governor from
1998 until 2007. He graduated from
and played baseball for Rice University
in Houston before teaching school in
inner-city Miami and working on
George W. Bush’s presidential cam-
paign.

He earned a law degree from the
University of Texas and clerked for a
federal judge, then later founded a
capital company in Fort Worth. In
2010, he served an eight-month tour
in Afghanistan with U.S. Naval
Intelligence.

Bush is on the board of Uplift
Education, a major charter school
operator in North Texas, and is a
strong proponent of school choice for
all families. On June 3, his wife
Amanda gave birth to the couple’s first
child, Prescott, and Bush joked that he
was looking forward to his son carry-
ing on the family tradition ... of playing
baseball at Rice.

Most everyone else, though, is
interested in another family tradition.
“You just don’t know about political
dynasties,” said Sharon Born, a 66-year-
old flight attendant who chatted with
Bush at the Frisco event. “But on the
other side we might have Hillary
(Clinton) after Bill, and then Chelsea.
So, I’ll take the Bushes.”  —AP

George P Bush starts small amid high expectations

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilians practice their dance moves for a flash mob
encounter at the international airport in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Pope Francis
will travel to Brazil and participate in World Youth Day events from July 22 to
July 28. Brazil has more Catholics than any other country in the world. —AP

TEXAS: In this photo taken June 25, 2013, George P. Bush,
37, speaks during an interview with The Associated Press in
Frisco, Texas. Bush is running for Texas Land Commissioner,
a post unfamiliar to most Texans, because he says it best
suits his skills, not because it could launch him to bigger
things in America’s largest red state. —AP

A year after shootings, 

Colorado looks for healing

‘There’s no script for something like this’
AURORA: Some recited the names of the dead.
Some are doing good deeds for their neighbors.
And some will practice yoga, take a nature walk or
simply talk. Coloradans looked for ways to heal as
they mark the anniversary of the Aurora movie
theater  massacre with a city-sponsored “Day of
Remembrance.”

It was one year ago Saturday that a gunman

opened fire early into a packed midnight screen-
ing of the Batman film “The Dark Knight Rises.” The
rampage lasted less than two minutes but left
deep wounds that still ache today in Aurora,
Colorado’s third-largest city which spreads out
across the rolling plains on Denver’s eastern side.

Twelve people died, including a 6-year-old girl.
Seventy were hurt, some of them paralyzed.

Countless others inside the theater and out bear
the invisible wounds of emotional trauma. “There’s
no script for something like this,” said Nancy
Sheffield, who helped plan the Day of
Remembrance. What the city wants, she said, is
“the ultimate way to remember the victims, the
families, the survivors, in a healing way and going
forward for our community.”

Democratic state Rep. Rhonda Fields, whose
district includes the renamed Cinemark theater,
said she is still numb and in mourning. “It hasn’t
fully mended after a year,” she said.

Fields said she isn’t surprised by that. Her son,
Javad Marshall-Fields, and his fiancee were shot to
death in 2005 to keep Marshall-Fields from testify-
ing in a murder trial. “I’m all too familiar to losing

someone to gun violence,” Fields said. “I know
someone’s missing that used to be part of the
unit.”

At about noon on Friday, Fields and other vol-
unteers began reading the names of the more
than 2,500 people who have been died in gun-
related violence in the U.S. since the Newtown,
Conn., massacre in December. The last volunteer
to read names was Stephen Barton, who was
wounded last year in the theater shooting.

Immediately after Barton was finished, the
group of about 40 volunteers held a moment of
silence at 12:38 a.m. Saturday, the time the shoot-
ing began one year earlier. The silence lasted for
82 seconds to represent the 12 people killed and
the 70 who were wounded in the theater.

The ceremony under temporary flood lights at
Cherry Creek State Park in Aurora was sponsored
by Mayors Against Illegal Guns, not the city of
Aurora. A gun rights group, Rocky Mountain Gun
Owners, contended that the ceremony wrongly
politicized a tragedy to promote gun control, so it
staged a counter-rally nearby.

Saturday starts with an early-morning ceremo-
ny on the lawn outside Aurora’s city hall with
music, a poem and remarks from Mayor Steve
Hogan and a pastor.

For the rest of the day, residents were encour-
aged to volunteer for community projects ranging
from painting at a church to tending a community
garden, from sorting food bank donations to
donating blood.

Spiritual and mental health counselors will be
available, along with art therapy projects, yoga,  a
nature walk and poetry readings. Anniversary
observances of tragedies can help victims heal,
said Charles Figley, a professor at Tulane University
in New Orleans and director of the university’s
Traumatology Institute.

“They bring people together and they recog-
nize that they’re not alone, that they are part of
something bigger than they are, and that’s protec-
tion. It’s a sense of safety,” he said.

People who endure a trauma commonly face
five questions, Figley said: What happened; why
did it happen; why did I act the way I did at the
time, and since; what if it happens again?

“So when you have a gathering, they’re able to
more completely answer those questions for
themselves, and communities can answer those
questions for themselves,” Figley said.

Yesterday’s events were well chosen, Fields
said. “Basically the focus is on the victims and their
loss and the way to get the community together
around a common purpose,” she said. —AP

COLORADO: From left, Tom Sullivan, father of Aurora shooting victim Alex; Jane
Dougherty, sister of Sandy Hook elementary school shooting victim Mary Sherlach;
Carlee Soto, sister of Sandy Hook elementary school shooting victim Victoria; and
Coni Sanders, daughter of Columbine High School shooting victim Dave Sanders,
stand together during an event to honor those killed in the massacre at an Aurora,
Colo. movie theater a year after the attack on Friday, in Arapahoe County, Colo. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO:  The white sands of
Copacabana beach typically draw millions of
sun-worshippers, New Year’s Eve revelers and
fans for free concerts by the likes of Stevie
Wonder and the Rolling Stones. In the coming
week, the star of the show is infinitely less
flamboyant than Mick Jagger, but he promis-
es to stir up just as much passion among
devotees.

Pope Francis, the 76-year-old Argentine
who became the church’s first pontiff from
the Americas in March, will turn the crescent-
shaped shoreline into a giant stage for his first
international trip as pope, returning to the
embrace of Latin America to preside over the
Roman Catholic Church’s World Youth Day fes-
tival.

The pontiff is coming to the heart of a city
known for pricey real estate and sexy samba
with a message of humility, simplicity and
support for the poor - priorities that he has set
out already in his four months as pope.

The Catholic Church in Brazil is one he
knows well, aware that it is losing legions of
adherents to Pentecostal churches and secu-
larism. But Catholic youth festivals are meant
to reinvigorate the faithful, and Francis, a soc-
cer-loving native son, is expected to rally
young people with his humble and uncon-
ventional ways.

More than a million young Catholics are
expected to flock to Rio to celebrate their new
pope.  The city overseen by the giant Christ
the Redeemer statue has mobilized thou-
sands of soldiers and police to make sure the
visit goes smoothly, even as violent anti-gov-
ernment protests continue to erupt  a month
after Brazil saw mass demonstrations nation-
wide. Some residents have already prepared a
uniquely Rio de Janeiro welcome for Francis: 

They’ve built from sand life-sized images
of the pope on Copacabana, in place of the
usual sculptures of bikini-clad beauties.
Rafaela Bastos, a pilgrim walking along the
beach a few days before the pontiff’s arrival,
said the “Francis effect” was already evident.
As she spoke, an army of construction workers
toiled at a furious clip on the beach to finish
the enormous, white altar where Pope Francis
will celebrate a Mass.

“Francis has captivated me; he’s absolutely
won me over,” said the 23-year-old from
Brazil’s Minas Gerais state. “He’s brought the
church close to the people and especially to
young Catholics.  He’s creative, he’s modern,
he’s not changing doctrine, but he seems far
more flexible and open to discussion.”

That Francis is from Latin America “just
makes him even better: He understands our
culture and that brings him closer to us and

allows us to understand him,” Bastos said.
Despite such optimism, these are worrying

times for the church, and Brazil’s case is
emblematic. The vast nation was 89 percent
Catholic when Pope John Paul II became the
first pontiff to visit in 1980. According to the
national census, that figure had dropped to
65 percent by 2010. Such declines are hap-
pening all over Latin America, which is one of
the church’s remaining strongholds amid
growing secularism in Europe and the United
States. Sex abuse and corruption scandals
have further eroded trust in the church.

Francis’s response to the challenges has
been to help find “an entirely new way to
interact with the world” by the manner in
which he communicates, said Sao Paulo
Cardinal Odilo Scherer, one of two Latin
Americans named to the Pontifical Council for
Promoting New Evangelization created in
2010.

“The church, Christianity, the Catholic faith
cannot be apart from the world,” Scherer said.
“It must be a part of the world, inside of it, and
it must interact with modern society if it
hopes to have repercussions and influence.”

Francis has moved quickly to build a more
everyman approach to his office. He still refus-
es to sign his name as pope, rarely refers to
himself as pontiff, and thinks of his role more
as a good pastor - and a good role model for
other pastors. Once a priest who rode the sub-
way to work, he is now a pope who spurns the
ornate symbols of power: He passed on the
red papal shoes for his old black ones and
shed the fancy papal residence and gold pec-
toral cross.

Recently, Francis skipped a concert held in
his honor in the Vatican auditorium, some-
thing unheard of among popes. Instead, he
left his white papal chair empty as the concert
went on without him.

“He doesn’t seem to be interested in the
kind of symbolic things that hold him at
the center,” said the Rev. Joseph Fessio, a
fellow conservative Jesuit and head of US
publisher Ignatius Press. Still, he hasn’t
shied from flexing his papal authority.
Francis’ audacious decision to canonize
Pope John XXIII was evidence that he
knows full well how to wield papal power.
Francis bypassed Vatican rules that require
confirming a second miracle to John’s cred-
it before he could be declared a saint, skip-
ping that formality so he could canonize
both the liberal “father” of the Second
Vatican Council and the conservative John
Paul. That was seen as a balancing act
aimed at keeping the disparate wings of
the church happy. —AP

Pope seeks Catholic 

rebirth in land of samba

SANDUSKY:  A boat on a thrill ride at an amuse-
ment park that bills itself as the best in the world
accidentally rolled backward down a hill and
flipped over in water when the ride malfunc-
tioned Friday, injuring all seven people on it.

Operators stopped the Shoot the Rapids
water ride after the accident, which occurred on
the ride’s first hill, the Cedar Point amusement
park said. Park police officers, medical techni-
cians, ride operators and park visitors waded
into the water and helped the passengers off the
boat.

Cedar Point officials wouldn’t say how the
boat landed after rolling downhill. But witness-
es told the Sandusky Register newspaper the
boat f l ipped on its  s ide or  upside down.
Matthew Orr, of Euclid, was at the park and said
people were belted into the boat and were
trapped.

“We jumped in and helped them get out,” he
told the newspaper. “If we didn’t help, I don’t
even know what would have happened.”

In a 911 recording, the caller says she was on
the ride when it capsized. “Some people are still
in the water,” she tells the dispatcher. Cedar
Point officials said six of the seven boat passen-
gers on the log flume were evaluated and treat-
ed at the park and then were released and the
other was taken to a hospital for further evalua-
tion before being released.

Cedar Point, which says it has been rated the
best amusement park in the world for 15 years
in a  row,  is  in  Sandusk y,  a long Lake Er ie
between Cleveland and Toledo. It’s owned by
Cedar Fair Entertainment Co.

The Shoot the R apids r ide,  rated an
Aggressive Thrill, “takes you up and splashes
you down,” Cedar Point says on its website.

“Shoot the Rapids feels like a real wild river
adventure with canyons, a tunnel and some-
thing unexpected around every corner!” it says.

The accident was being investigated by
Cedar Point officials, who said they had report-
ed it to state officials. They said the ride, which
opened in 2010, will stay closed until park and
state inspectors complete their review.

“The safety of our guests is our number one
priority,” Cedar Point said in an emailed state-
ment.

In another amusement park accident on
Friday, a woman riding a roller coaster at a Six
Flags amusement park in Arlington, Texas, died,
and witnesses say she fell from a ride that is
billed as the tallest steel-hybrid roller coaster in
the world. The Texas Giant reaches 14 stories
high and has a drop of 79 degrees and a bank
of 95 degrees. —AP

Boat rolls backward at Ohio 

amusement park, seven hurt
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Pesticide in kids’ lunch
PATNA: Samples of cooking oil and leftover
food taken from an Indian school where 23 chil-
dren died after eating lunch this past week were
contaminated with “very toxic” levels of an agri-
cultural pesticide, police said yesterday.
Ravindra Kumar, the additional director general
of police in the city of Patna, told reporters that
forensic tests revealed that the samples con-
tained the pesticide monocrotophos in levels
that were “very toxic” for humans. The free mid-
day meal was served to the children Tuesday in
Gandamal village in Masrakh block, 80 kilome-
ters (50 miles) north of Patna, the Bihar state
capital. Twenty-three children between the ages
of 5 and 12 died from eating the meal and many
others fell ill. No arrests have been made in the
case. Authorities discovered a container of
insecticide in the school’s cooking area next to
the  vegetable oil and mustard oil, but it wasn’t
yet known if that container was the source, offi-
cials have said. India’s midday meal plan is one
of the world’s biggest school nutrition pro-
grams. State governments can decide on menus
and timings of the meals, depending on local
conditions and availability of food rations.

Elders ban women from shopping 
PESHAWAR:  Tribal elders and Islamic clerics in

northwest Pakistan have barred women from
shopping in bazaars without a male relative,
elders and an official said yesterday. The deci-
sion was taken on Friday in the Karak district of
conservative Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province,
which borders the restive tribal areas along the
Afghan border. “We have decided that women
will not visit bazaars without a male relative,”
Maulana Mirzaqeem, a cleric and tribal elder,
told AFP by telephone. “Those who will visit
markets without male relatives will be handed
over to police,” he said. “They spread vulgarity
and spoil men’s fasting in Ramadan,” Mirzaqeem
said, adding that the ban would be publicised
using local mosques loudspeakers. The decision
had been taken due to the sanctity of the holy
month, the cleric said-it is not clear whether it
will be lifted after Ramadan. A senior govern-
ment official in Karak confirmed the move.
Taleban threats and social taboos have deprived
millions of women of their rights in Pakistan.

Pakistan clashes kill four 
PESHAWAR: At least 15 militants and four sol-
diers were killed during clashes in a tribal dis-
trict in northwest Pakistan, security officials said
yesterday. The confrontation started on Friday
and continued until yesterday morning in
Khyber, one of the seven tribal districts along
the Afghan border, officials said.  “During
exchange of fire, troops killed at least 15 mili-
tants and destroyed their two hideouts,” a senior
security official told AFP. “Four soldiers also
embraced shahadat (martyrdom) in the opera-
tion,” the official added. Another security official
also confirmed the toll, which could not be veri-
fied by independent sources. It was not clear
how the clashes began, but Pakistan troops
have been targeting Taleban and Lashkar-e-
Islam militia in a recent military push in the
important Khyber tribal district. The key area
straddles the NATO supply line into Afghanistan,
used by US-led troops to evacuate military
equipment ahead of their 2014 withdrawal.
Pakistani troops have been fighting for years
against homegrown insurgents in the tribal belt,
which Washington considers the main hub of
Taliban and Al-Qaeda militants plotting attacks
on the West and in Afghanistan. Separately, a
bomb attack in Pakistan’s port city of Karachi
late yesterday wounded eight people including
a government official, police said.

in brief

GHAZNI: A released Taleban prisoner waves as he
leaves the main jail in Ghazni yesterday.  Khwaja
Mir Samad Haqzada, head of appellate court in
Ghazni province told AFP that some 40 Taleban
prisoners were released from Ghazni detention
center by the decree of President Hamid Karzai on
the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: A car tries to  make his way through a water logged street dur-
ing a heavy downpour in New Delhi yesterday. The monsoon season,
which runs from June to September, accounts for about 80 percent of
India’s annual rainfall, vital for a farm economy which lacks adequate irri-
gation facilities. — AFP 

SRINAGAR: An Indian paramilitary soldier stands guard during curfew in
Srinagar, India, yesterday. A strict curfew continues for the second day in
most of Indian-controlled Kashmir yesterday, with thousands of troops fan-
ning out across the region. The curfew was imposed a day after government
forces on Thursday fatally shot four villagers.—AP

NEW DELHI:  The chief of India’s main
opposition party has stirred controversy by
saying the English language is hurting the
country and its rich culture.

Rajnath Singh, president of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), said wide-
spread use of English has stymied growth
of Sanskrit, an ancient and ceremonial lan-
guage mostly restricted to Hindu religious
texts. 

“The English language has caused a

great loss to the country. We are losing our
language, our culture as there are hardly
any people who speak Sanskrit now,” Singh
was quoted as saying by the Times of India
newspaper yesterday.

Rival political leaders and analysts
slammed Singh’s comments, made
Thursday, as “regressive”. “Rajnath Singh’s
deliberate yet bizarre, regressive statement
on English confirms that the BJP lives in
the Jurassic Age,” political analyst Sanjay

Jha wrote on Twitter.
The ruling Congress party said Singh’s

comments reeked of hypocrisy. “On one
side, their (political) vision document is
outsourced to people who don’t speak any
language other than English. Is this
medievalism or hypocrisy?” said Congress
spokesman Manish Tewari.

India enjoys a strong anglophone tradi-
tion with English widely spoken as a main
language, thanks in part to its British colo-

nial legacy. English is also seen as a lan-
guage which helps India’s vast and diverse
population communicate in a country
where more than 6,500 languages and
dialects are spoken.

An educated English-speaking popula-
tion has been one of the key factors
behind the boom in outsourcing to India
which has seen Western companies set up
IT back-up or call centres across the coun-
try. “English represents, for most Indians,

the language of opportunity, while their
mother tongues are often the language of
expression,” the Times of India said in a
front-page report.

“The BJP chief should see English as
cause for celebration rather than mourning,”
the English-language daily said. Singh’s
comments were likely to hurt the party
which has been keen to project itself as a
technology-driven modern outfit ahead of
general elections next year. — AFP

Indian politician sparks outrage with anti-English remarks

KABUL: The Afghan president yesterday
approved a new law governing next year’s
presidential and provincial elections, an
important step toward a smooth transition
of power in 2014 and the final withdrawal
of all remaining foreign combat forces from
the country.

Hamid Karzai’s office said he signed a
decree endorsing the law, which defines the
legal framework for the elections and which
was approved by parliament earlier this
week.

The law is supported by Afghanistan’s
international sponsors and Karzai’s approval
was widely expected. Foreign donors have
made holding free and transparent elec-
tions a key requirement for their continued
funding. In early July, representatives from
40 countries reaffirmed pledges of $16 bil-
lion in support for  Afghanistan, but cited
the approval of two new election laws as a
condition. Last week, Karzai approved
another law defining the role and structure
of the country’s electoral watchdog and
election commission. The two laws had
been debated in parliament for months and
were finally given the green light by a joint
commission made up of Afghanistan’s
upper and lower house.

The balloting for a new president and
council members for Afghanistan’s 34
provinces will be  held April 5. Under the
new law, candidates have to submit nomi-
nations for the presidential election on
Sept. 16. Karzai, whose second five-year
term ends next year, cannot seek a third
term under the law.  There have been wor-
ries that he could delay the laws, either to
postpone the election in order to extend his
term in office, or to have the polls on his
own terms.

The European Union’s ambassador to
Afghanistan, Vygaudas Usackas, said the
new laws show Afghans can take their
future into their own hands.

“I am confident that President Karzai as a

statesman of his nation will do everything
possible to ensure a peaceful transfer of
power in 2014 through inclusive and trans-
parent elections,” said Usackas, who had
strongly lobbied both Karzai and the parlia-
ment to approve the legislation.

Karzai, who has the power to reject legis-
lation, has expressed no interest in a third
term, insisting he wants to retire after the
elections. But it still remains unclear if he
may seek to promote his own candidate,
including a brother who is active in politics.

“We are encouraged by the adoption of
the law,” said Nader Nadery, founder and
chairman of the Fair and Free Elections

Foundation of Afghanistan, a local watch-
dog. Nadery said the new law “is going to
provide a better base than the previous
legal structure” in place during the 2009
presidential elections.

Karzai’s re-election was marred by wide-
spread allegations of corruption, vote tam-
pering and election fraud. He denied the
charges but the acrimonious aftermath
tainted his relationship with the West and
the United States.

The U.S. was one of Karzai’s most vocal
critics and has been dealing with the after-
math of the  2009 vote to this day.

Much of Karzai’s bitterness and testy

relations with America is thought to stem
from his expressed belief that Washington
somehow sought to engineer his loss in the
polls. Afghanistan’s international financial
and military backers have said a smooth
transition during  the presidential election
is necessary to ensure the country’s stability
once all foreign combat troops leave by the
end of 2014. NATO handed over the lead for
security around the country to Afghan
forces last June, as part of a phased with-
drawal of foreign troops over the next year
and a half.

The handover paved the way for the
departure of coalition forces - currently
numbering about  100,000 troops from 48
countries, including 66,000 Americans.

By the end of the year, the NATO forces
will be halved. At the end of 2014, all com-
bat troops will have left and will be
replaced, if approved by the Afghan gov-
ernment, by a much smaller force that will
only train and advise the Afghans.

But violence has not abated around the
country and the Taliban and other insur-
gents, emboldened by the withdrawal, have
increased attacks against Afghan security
forces, especially in places where coalition
forces have already withdrawn.

A wave of bombings late Friday in south-
ern Afghanistan killed 15 people, including
six members of the country’s security serv-
ices, said Omar Zwak, a spokesman for the
governor of Helmand province. The most
deadly of the attacks was when five mem-
bers of the Afghan intelligence service and
a policeman died when their vehicle hit a
roadside bomb in the Sangin district, Zwak
said yesterrday. Deputy head of Sangin’s
intelligence service was among those killed
in the explosion.

Helmand police spokesman Shamim
Noorzia said three other bombings killed six
civilians and two police officers. Insurgents
have increased attacks in Helmand as for-
eign forces withdraw from the area. — AP

Karzai approves new election law
Decree takes Afghanistan closer to polls

NEW DELHI: Six men accused in the
gang-rape and robbery of a 39-year-
old Swiss woman cyclist holidaying in
India were sentenced to life terms yes-
terday by a court in central India.

“All the accused have been convict-
ed and we are satisfied with the judge-
ment,” said the public prosecutor in the
case, Rajendra Tiwari, after the ruling
handed down by a special court, the
semi-official Press Trust of India and
other local media reported.

The rape of the Swiss woman came
three months after the fatal gang-rape
of a 23-year-old physiotherapy student
on a bus in Delhi in December, which
brought simmering anger about the
treatment of women in India to the
surface.

India’s legal system has faced
intense scrutiny over its efforts to curb
violence against women in the world’s
largest democracy following the Delhi
gang rape in which the victim died of
horrific internal injuries.

The six sentenced to life yesterday
were detained soon after the attack on
the Swiss woman in mid-March in a
remote, forested area of Datia district
in central Madhya Pradesh state where
the victim was camping with her hus-
band. Her 30-year-old husband was
tied up as the woman was assaulted
and the pair were also robbed, accord-
ing to police. Only four of the six were
charged with gang-rape because testi-

mony from the victim said two of them
were “only present at the crime scene”,
according to M.L. Dhody, a Datia police
officer.

The other two accused were
charged with assault and robbery but
still received life-sentences. Five of the
men were farmers in their twenties
while the sixth was 19 at the time of
the attack, police said. Weeks of mas-
sive demonstrations over the Delhi
rape prompted India’s parliament to
toughen sex offence laws including
doubling the minimum prison sen-
tence for gang-rape to 20 years.

The trial of four adult suspects-
another died while in jail from a sus-
pected suicide in March-is underway in
Delhi.  A fifth accused is being tried as
a juvenile. One woman is raped every
20 minutes, the National Crime
Records Bureau says. But the crime is
vastly under-reported because of the
social stigma associated with such
attacks. The Swiss couple were report-
ed to be on an adventure tourism trip
in India and were cycling through
northern the part of the country.

There have been a string of rapes
involving foreigners reported in the
past months. Indian police said in June
they investigating the gang-rape of a
US tourist by a group of truckers while
an Irish charity worker was reported to
have been raped in the eastern city of
Kolkata that same month. — AFP

KABUL: In this Tuesday, June 18, 2013, file photo, Afghan President Hamid
Karzai speaks at a press conference during a ceremony at a military acade-
my on the outskirts of Kabul, Afghanistan. Karzai’s office said he signed a
decree yesterday, approving a new law governing next year’s presidential
and provincial elections, an important step toward a smooth transition of
power in 2014. — AP

SRINAGAR: Indian Kashmir was gripped
by curfew yesterday, two days after secu-
rity forces shot dead four demonstrators,
triggering widespread protests across
the Muslim-majority region.

The security forces fired Thursday on
demonstrators protesting against the
alleged desecration of the Koran during
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan by
Indian troopers during a search opera-
tion. Some 37 people were also injured.

Indian authorities subsequently
imposed a curfew on the main areas of
the Kashmir valley. But on Friday, a fur-
ther 59 people, including 49 police and
federal paramilitary personnel, were hurt
in clashes between government forces
and protesters in dozens of places, police
said. 

The curfew will likely remain till at
least today, Indian officials said.
Separatist leaders opposed to Indian rule
of the territory had called for a three-day
shutdown following the kill ings by
Border Security Force troopers.

“Restrictions on the movement of
people will be there for at least three
days until  the strike is over,” Ashok
Prasad, director-general of police, told
CNS, a local news agency, late Friday.

Srinagar, the summer capital of Indian
Kashmir, looked like a city under seige
with hundreds of police and paramilitary
troops dotting the streets. 

Main roads were blocked with coils of

razor wire to discourage demonstrations.
Banks, shops, schools and most govern-
ment offices remained closed for a sec-
ond straight day while university and
school exams were put off indefinitely. 

In a rare gesture, Indian Kashmir’s
council of ministers on Friday con-
demned the firing and ordered 500,000-
rupee ($8,330) compensation payments
to the families of the slain demonstra-
tors.

Indian Home Minister Sushilkumar
Shinde has also said he regretted the
killings and ordered a probe into the
decision to open fire.

Neighbouring Pakistan, which con-
trols part of disputed Kashmir, reacted
sharply to the alleged desecration of
Koran and the killings.

“Such incidents incite violence and
hurt the sentiments of Muslims not only
in Pakistan but all over the world,” the
government said Friday, calling for a
“thorough investigation” and punish-
ment of the guilty.

Some dozen rebel groups have been
fighting Indian forces since 1989 for
independence or for the merger of the
territory with Pakistan.

The fighting has left tens of thousand
of people, mostly civilians, dead in Indian
Kashmir.

The nuclear-armed South Asian rivals
each hold part of the Himalayan territory
but claim it in full. — AFP

Curfew grips Kashmir 

following killings

India sentences six in 
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BANDUNG:  From a painting hung high
on a blood-red wall, Adolf Hitler peers
down on young students eating
schnitzel and slurping German beer in
Indonesia’s Nazi-themed cafe.

The SoldatenKaffee (“The Soldiers’
Cafe”) opened its doors in the western
Javanese city of Bandung in 2011,
named after the popular hangout for
soldiers in Germany and occupied Paris
during World War II.

Eerier than the gas mask canisters
and battle flags bearing swastikas is the
more than two years’ silence that has fol-
lowed the cafe’s grand launch.

When the cafe opened no one voiced
offence at the waiters and guests
dressed as Nazi soldiers-the Holocaust is
weak on the radar in Indonesia, home to
the world’s biggest Muslim population,
where the Jewish community numbers a
mere 20 people.

But a recent report about
SoldatenKaffee in the English-language
Jakarta Globe newspaper triggered
angry responses online and prompted
Bandung deputy mayor Ayi Vivananda to
summon the owner for a meeting.

“We need to ask him first in detail
what his real intentions are. But what is
clear is that Bandung city will not allow
anyone here inciting racial hatred,” he
said on Thursday.

The cafe’s creator and owner, Henry
Mulyana, said he did not intend to bring
back memories of the Holocaust but was
not surprised to be branded a “bad guy”.

“I don’t idolise Hitler, I simply adore
the soldiers’ paraphernalia,” Mulyana, a
Christian who likes playing with air rifles,
told AFP at the cafe on Tuesday.

His collection is on display for diners
and includes a water canteen, bayonet,
goggles and a lantern, most of them
bought online. “The ones with swastikas
on them are worth more,” he said.

The restaurant had only ever received
positive press before the recent  expo-
sure in English-language media and
receives a regular stream of customers.
“We’re living in Indonesia and
Indonesians weren’t tortured in the
Holocaust, so we don’t really care,” said
mining company employee Arya Setya,
eating a plate of spaghetti at the cafe
with his girlfriend. But now that news of

the cafe’s existence has reached a wider
audience, it has sparked outrage among
Jewish communities in other parts of the
world. “The Simon Wiesenthal Center is
reaching out to senior Indonesian diplo-
mats to express on behalf of our 400,000
members and victims of the Nazi
Holocaust our outrage and disgust,”
Rabbi Abraham Cooper, from the Los
Angeles-based Jewish human rights
group, told AFP by email.

“We expect that all appropriate meas-
ures will be taken to close down this
business celebrating a genocidal ideolo-
gy that at its core denigrates people of
color and all non-Aryans,” he wrote.

Under Indonesian law, anyone who
deliberately shows hatred towards oth-
ers based on race or ethnicity can be
jailed for up to five years.

But such vilification usually goes
unchecked, with hardline Muslim groups
carrying out violent attacks on religious
minorities with near impunity in recent
years. Mulyana said that his cafe has also
attracted Western guests, including
Germans, with one photographed on its
Facebook page wearing a red swastika T-

shirt along with several Indonesians in
the same clothes.

He revealed he plans to set up an
even bigger cafe on the resort island of
Bali, which attracts throngs of foreign
tourists each year.

“I’ll certainly display Hitler’s image, as
well as Winston Churchill’s, and para-
phernalia from American and Japanese
soldiers from World War II,” he said.

His cafe could not contrast more
deeply with attitudes in Europe, where
several countries have criminalised the
promotion of Nazi ideology and the
denial of the Holocaust.

While Mulyana does not deny the
Holocaust happened, he said making the
tragedy taboo was hypocritical.

“If  we want to speak up about
humanity, why don’t they stop wars in
this world now, like in Afghanistan? War
always claims so many lives,” he said.

However, when contacted by AFP
yesterday Mulyana said he had decided
to close down the cafe temporarily,
refusing to give further details.

Indonesia, where 90 percent of the
population of 240 million identify them-

selves as Muslim, does not recognise
Judaism among its six official religions.

The country has no diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel and vocally advocates
for the state of Palestine, although it has
quietly engaged in economic and mili-
tary ties. Today just one synagogue
exists in the country, in the city of
Manado. A century-old synagogue in the
city of Surabaya was shut down by
extremists protesting against the 2008-9
war in Gaza. Other Indonesians in
Manado are believed to have Jewish
roots, some hiding their heritage for
safety fears. A lack of sensitivity towards
the Holocaust has also been shown in
other parts of Asia. 

Thailand’s prestigious Chulalongkorn
University was forced to apologise on
Monday after its students created a
mural depicting Hitler among comic
book superheroes during graduation
celebrations.

And in 2006, an Indian restaurateur
outraged the country’s small Jewish
community by opening “Hitler’s Cross”.
He was forced to change the name days
later. —AFP

Nazi-themed cafe in Indonesia sparks global outrage

BEIJING:  A man in a wheelchair who was airing
grievances set off a homemade bomb in a crowd-
ed terminal at Beijing’s main airport yesterday
evening, injuring himself but no one else, Chinese
state media and witnesses said.

Order was quickly restored and no flights were
affected by the explosion at the airport’s main
international terminal, state-run China Central
Television said on its microblog. The official
Xinhua News Agency said a wheel-chaired
Chinese man set off the device outside the
arrivals exit of Terminal 3 at Beijing Capital
International Airport at around 6:24 p.m. It said
the man was being treated for injuries, but that
no one else was hurt in the explosion.

“The explosion sound was loud,” said a witness
who gave only his family name, Chen. He said he
was only 25 meters (27 yards) away from the
explosion when it occurred.

Chen said there was only one explosion, and
that the terminal was crowded with people.
“Since there was no second explosion, many peo-
ple took out their phones and gathered near the
explosion spot to take photos,” he said.

He said police responded to the explosion
immediately. Another witness, who gave only his
last name, Qing, said there was no one around
the man when he set off the bomb.

“It sounded like the sound of big firecrackers,”
said Qing, who was about 60 meters (66 yards)
away from the explosion. “We couldn’t see really
what happened afterward. There was a lot of
smoke and the police arrived very fast.”

CCTV identified the man in the wheelchair as Ji
Zhongxing, born in 1979 and from the eastern
province of Shandong. It was not immediately
clear why the man allegedly set off the bomb, but
Xinhua said he was  stopped from handing out
leaflets airing his complaints before setting off
the bomb. Xinhua, which cited an initial police
investigation, did not say what his complaints
were. In an online blog entry from 2006, a writer
who provides the same name, the same year of

birth and the same hometown in Shandong
province as Ji complained of his disabilities result-
ing from cruel beatings by security personnel in
the southern province of Guangdong. He said he
had been seeking justice and compensation, but
to no avail.

“Because we are peasants and we are poor, no
one is willing to help us,” the author wrote in the
entry, which was the latest one in the blog.

The blog, which was available immediately
after the explosion, was removed within hours,
and it was not possible to verify its authenticity.

Photos posted by CCTV on its microblog
showed the area near the arrivals exit empty and

filled with smoke. One photo showed medical
staff and police officers gathering at one spot,
with a wheelchair sitting on its side a few steps
away. Reached by phone, the airport’s news office
said it was not aware of the explosion, and airport
police declined to answer questions.

Terminal 3, which opened in 2008 just ahead
of the Beijing Olympics, is the airport’s hub for
international flights. United Airlines and American
Airlines are among the carriers that operate out of
the  terminal. United Airlines spokeswoman Karen
May in Chicago said the explosion did not affect
its operations. American Airlines could not be
reached immediately for comment. — AP

Bomb detonated 
at Beijing airport

‘It sounded like the sound of big firecrackers’

BEIJING: Workers cleans up explosive materials scattered on a glass wall as a policeman watch-
es after a man on a wheelchair set off a homemade bomb at  Terminal 3 of the Beijing
International Airport in Beijing, China, yesterday. — AP

MELBOURNE: A protester holds a placard in the rain during a protest against the
Australian Government asylum seeker policy in Melbourne yesterday. The Rudd
Labor government has signed an agreement with Papua New Guinea that will see
asylum seekers who arrive by boat detained and settled in New Guinea, and denied
access to Australia.  — AFP 

SYDNEY:  Buildings were razed as hun-
dreds of asylum-seekers escaped detention
during riots at an Australian refugee facility
on Nauru, witnesses said yesterday, follow-
ing the launch of a hardline immigration
crackdown.

Australia announced on Friday that
boatpeople will no longer be resettled in
the country and all future unauthorised
arrivals will be sent to poverty-stricken
Papua New Guinea for permanent resettle-
ment. The riots on Friday night saw
detainees take control of the immigration
processing centre on the remote Pacific
atoll of Nauru and arm themselves with
makeshift weapons.

Nearly half of the facility’s 545 asylum-
seekers escaped and a number of buildings
were set alight, according to local photog-
rapher Clint Deidenang.  “Today was histo-
ry. The biggest riot ever to be staged on
Nauru soil. The most violence I’ve seen.
Amazing support from local(s) to the
police,” said Deidenang, estimating that 95
percent of the centre’s buildings had been
razed

“I can see workers in orange shirt(s)
going through the war zone-like wreckage
of burned and twisted tin houses.
Destructive site,” he wrote on Twitter.

The asylum-seekers abandoned their
four-hour protest after a huge group of
locals descended on the centre armed with
pipes and machetes to help authorities
contain the violence in response to a gov-
ernment call for assistance, he added. 

David Adeang, acting president of the
Micronesian nation with a population of
just 9,400, issued an emergency decree
granting private security forces and others
police powers to respond to the riots.

Special laws were also passed overnight
to allow detainees to be held for seven
days for questioning without charge.

As of midnight on Friday Australia’s
immigration department said all the asy-
lum-seekers had been accounted for and
order had been restored.

An immigration spokeswoman said that
most of the major buildings including the

accommodation blocks, medical centre,
dining hall and offices had been destroyed
during the protest, which involved about
150 detainees.

Four detainees had been hospitalised
with minor injuries and no staff were hurt,
she added. Tents and marquees will be
erected at another site as contingency
housing, with initial estimates putting the
cost of the damage at Aus$60 million “I can
confirm that there are currently 129 trans-
ferees at the police watch-house in Nauru,”
the spokeswoman told AFP.

“The ringleaders apprehended at the
site will be questioned by police about alle-
gations of property damage, destruction of
property and riotous behaviour.”

If convicted, she said those accused
could be jailed for up to seven years and
Nauru had vowed to prosecute them to the
“full extent of the law”.

Immigration Minister Tony Burke con-
demned the violence and warned that he
could intervene to refuse people asylum on
character grounds following the incident. 

The Nauru centre is part of Canberra’s
punitive Pacific detention policy for asy-
lum-seekers who pay people-smugglers for
passage to Australia, with a second facility
on PNG’s Manus Island. 

The programme was ramped up Friday
with an announcement that Australia
would banish all future asylum-seekers
arriving by boat to PNG permanently,
regardless of whether they are ultimately
found to deserve a visa.

Australian Prime Minister Kevin Rudd
hopes the hardline plan will boost his for-
tunes in an election year by stemming the
flow of boat arrivals, which have exceeded
15,000 so far this year.

The first group of passengers to be
affected by the new arrangement was
intercepted off northern Australia in the
early hours of yesterday morning. Burke
said the boatload of 89 — “entirely or
almost entirely” Iranians-would be offered
the choice of either pressing ahead with an
asylum claim and being sent to PNG, or
transfer to another country. —AFP

Nauru refugee riots follow 
Australian crackdown

YANGON:  Myanmar’s president yesterday lifted a
state of emergency in the central part of the
country put in place after Buddhist-led mobs
went on a rampage, killing dozens of Muslims
and burning down their shops and homes. Many
of the victims were teachers and teenage stu-
dents from an Islamic school.

The decision to lift the emergency order in the
battle-scarred townships of Meikhtila, Mahlaing,
Wundwin and Thazi several months ahead of
schedule was an indication that “peace and stabil-
ity” have been restored, said the state-run New
Light of Myanmar newspaper.

The move came as President Thein Sein was
wrapping up a European tour that was aimed in
part at cleaning up the image of a country
wracked by religious violence. Thein Sein report-
edly told France 24 TV that allegations of “ethnic
cleansing” in the state of Rakhine were not true
and were part of a “smear campaign” by outsiders.
The unrest in Meikhtila was sparked by a quarrel
at a Muslim-owned gold shop on March 20, but
escalated after a group of Muslim men pulled a
monk off his motorcycle and burned him to
death.

Enraged, Buddhist-led mobs destroyed 12 of
the city’s 13 mosques and burned down hun-
dreds of homes before marching to a prestigious
Islamic school, where they killed 36 teachers and
students as police and local officials looked on.

The violence - which left a total of 44 people
dead - went unchecked until a state of emer-
gency was declared March 22. It imposed a 10
p.m. to 4 a.m. curfew and barred assembly of
more than five people. It also allowed local
authorities to seek military assistance to help
bring the situation under control.

“Lifting the emergency order is an important
step, but the critical question is what is the gov-
ernment’s plan to foster reconciliation between
Buddhist and Muslim communities in these areas,”
said Phil Robertson, deputy Asia director for New
York-based Human Rights Watch, noting that
7,000 displaced people are still afraid to return to
their homes to start rebuilding their lives. “Just
hoping for the best is not much of a plan,” he said.
Myanmar only recently emerged from a half-cen-
tury of isolation and brutal military rule. The
struggle to contain tensions between the coun-
try’s Muslim and Buddhist communities - which

has killed more than 250 people in the last year -
is proving another major challenge for Thein
Sein’s reformist administration as it attempts to
chart a path to democracy.

Many of those targeted have been ethnic
Rohingya Muslims, who have lived in Myanmar
for generations but are still viewed by many
Buddhists as foreign interlopers from Bangladesh.
Human Rights Watch accused the government in
an April report of an “ethnic cleansing” campaign.

It said officials, community leaders and
Buddhist monks organized and encouraged
mobs to target the minority group, sometimes
with the backing of security forces. Robertson

stood by the report’s findings yesterday, and dis-
puted Thein Sein’s allegations of a smear cam-
paign against the government.

“Thein Sein’s dismissals of ethnic cleansing in
Rakhine state have zero credibility,” he said.
“Don’t forget this is the man who last year tried to
persuade the visiting UN High Commissioner for
Refugees to take all the Rohingya out of Burma.
Thein Sein’s self-appointed investigation commis-
sion didn’t even bother to address accountability
for the violence in 2012, and he’s continually
looked the other way as his security forces have
continued their abuses and covered up their
atrocities against the Rohingya.” — AP

Emergency rule lifted in central Myanmar

YANGON: Myanmar President Thein Sein, left, arrives at Yangon International Airport in
Yangon, Myanmar as he returns from a European tour, yesterday. Myanmar’s president yester-
day lifted a state of emergency in the central part of the country put in place after Buddhist-
led mobs went on a rampage, killing dozens of Muslims and burning down their shops and
homes. — AP

MANILA: Artist activists paint a mural on walls leading to the House of Representatives
yesterday where Philippine President Benigno Aquino III is set to deliver his fourth
State-of-the-Nation Address (SONA) on Monday before the country’s congressmen
and senators. President Aquino III is expected to dwell on the gains of his administra-
tion particularly on the robust economy but the activists see otherwise especially on
the increasing prices of oil and basic services as water and electricity. — AP
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BEIJING:  Police in south-central China
detained six urban management officers
yesterday on suspicion of intentionally
harming others and their supervisors
were fired after a watermelon grower
died in a conflict with authorities when
he tried to sell fruit in their county, state
media  reported.

The death of Deng Zhengjia earlier in
the week has infuriated the public, who
have long resented the heavy-handed
tactics of the urban management offi-
cers, known as “chengguan.” Though they
have no legal authority to use force, they
are often accused of beating people who
commit minor infractions in shows of
power that have fueled social tension,
triggered riots and aggravated public
discontent against the government.

A man from the Linwu county police
confirmed the detentions, which were
reported by the official Xinhua News
Agency. The man declined to give his
name, which is common among low-
ranking Chinese bureaucrats.

Xinhua also reported that the men’s
supervisors - the party chief and a
deputy party chief of the urban manage-
ment bureau - were dismissed from their
posts Saturday and placed under investi-
gation.

“The public expect to know the truth
of the incident and to have the case
properly handled, 

but they also are calling for reflection
on what is the root of violent enforce-
ment,” Xinhua said in a Friday editorial.

“Let’s hope the tragedy of a watermelon
grower’s death can be the end of violent
enforcement by chengguan.”

The Communist Party-run People’s
Daily also opined in its Twitter-like
account in the wake of Deng’s death.
“Maintaining social order with force is no
different from fighting fire with wood,” it
said.

The detentions and firings came amid
mounting public anger at the handling
of the case by local authorities in Linwu
county, which is in Hunan province.
While eyewitness accounts in state
media indicated Deng was most likely
beaten to death, the county government
said Deng died suddenly, but did not
offer a clear cause. An ensuing episode
in which the government reportedly
took Deng’s corpse by force from family
members had the public complain of a
possible cover-up to eschew responsibil-
ity. Set up in 1997, the urban manage-
ment bureaus around China are tasked
with enforcing non-criminal city codes
covering issues such as street vending,
noise control, sanitation and parking, but
they have gained a reputation for high-
handedness, unfairness and violence.

Many Chinese use the term “cheng-
guan” as shorthand for brute force as a
cure-all for any problem, and critics say
the power abuses are symptomatic of an
authoritarian government’s lack of
checks and balances.

There have been frequent reports of
violence by urban management officers

throughout China, and some have result-
ed in large protests and confrontations
between residents and government offi-
cials.

In June, video footage of urban code
enforcers punching and kicking a shop-
keeper, and even jumping on his head
after he was shoveled onto the ground,
in the city of Ya’an enraged the Chinese
public and resulted in 11 officers being
punished.

Deng, the watermelon grower, and
his wife, Huang Xixi, had traveled from
their rural village of Liantang and set up
a street-side watermelon stand in Linwu
on Wednesday morning when they were
told they could not do so.

Media reports say Linwu’s urban code
enforcers accused Deng of selling his
goods without a license and fined him
100 yuan ($16). Later, Deng and his wife
moved their melon stand to another
venue, but the enforcers arrived and a
quarrel ensued.

Eyewitnesses told state media that
the enforcers beat Deng and his wife and
that later Deng was seen lying on the
ground, motionless.

In a written statement, Linwu county
said Deng and Huang were selling water-
melons in an area that was not designat-
ed for that and were uncooperative
when the city code enforcers told the
couple to move their stand to a desig-
nated area. It said the enforcers confis-
cated four watermelons and left the
scene. But when the patrolling enforcers

encountered the couple at the new ven-
ue later, Deng and Huang swore at them,
and the officers felt compelled to argue,
the county statement said.

“ The argument between the two
sides developed into physical confronta-
tions, and during the  process, Deng
Zhengjia suddenly fell and died,” the
statement said. Eyewitnesses said an

enforcer hit Deng in the head with a
scale weight, but the county govern-
ment denied it, as reported by Xinhua.
The news agency reported that local
authorities had collected body samples
from Deng - who had an autopsy before
his Friday burial - and sent them to
another province to help determine the
cause of death. — AP

China detains city workers after fruit seller dies

TOKYO: Candidates for the upper house of
Japan’s parliament made final campaign pushes
yesterday, a day before elections that Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe’s ruling coalition is expected
to easily win as the economy picks up steam.

A victory today would give Abe’s Liberal
Democratic Party and junior partner New
Komeito control of both houses of parliament -
an elusive goal for the government in recent
years - making it easier to pass legislation at a
time when Japan faces huge structural chal-
lenges, including a rapidly graying population
and a bulging national debt.

Reviving the long-stagnant economy is the
top priority for voters, and Abe agrees.
Aggressive monetary easing and public works
spending - the first two “arrows” of his three-
pronged “Abenomics” economic program - has
so far borne some fruit, lifting the stock market,
boosting business confidence and easing pres-
sure on Japan’s vital exporters by weakening the
yen.

“We are now doubtlessly on the verge of eco-
nomic recovery where the money flow becomes
cyclical inside society. This is the only way to go.
That is why we cannot lose this election,” Abe
said during a rally yesterday.

Major economic challenges lie ahead, includ-
ing Abe’s promises to carry out economic
reforms aimed at increasing Japan’s competitive-
ness - the third “arrow” - and a decision this fall
on whether to follow through on raising the
sales tax next April from 5 percent to 8 percent -
a move some  warn will derail the fledgling
recovery.

A convincing victory in today’s election,
where half the 242 seats in the less powerful
upper  house of parliament are up for grabs, may
also embolden Abe and his backers in the LDP to
pursue a ationalistic agenda he had abandoned
his first time in office in 2006-2007.

The hawkish Abe and others in the LDP have
said they would like to revise the country’s paci-
fist constitution, drafted by the United States
after World War II, to give Japan’s military a larger
role and make changes to the education system
to instill more patriotism in students. Under the
campaign slogan “Recover Japan,” the LDP prom-
ises to make Japan a muscular, gentle and proud
country. It calls for a strong economy, strategic
diplomacy and unshakable national security
under the Japan-US alliance, which allows for
50,000 American troops to be stationed in
Japan.

“I promise you that we will resolutely protect

our territory and our beautiful ocean,” Abe said
at a campaign stop. That message has resonated
with some voters worried about tensions over
territorial disputes with China and South Korea
and widespread distrust of an increasingly
assertive China. A recent survey by Pew
Research Center showed that only 5 percent of
Japanese have a favorable opinion of China.

Perhaps the most significant revision pro-
posed by the LDP is relaxing the constitution’s
war-renouncing Article 9, which bans the use of
force in international disputes except for self-
defense. A revision could open the way for Japan
to have full-fledged armed forces and make ter-
ritorial protection a public duty.

Stepping up nationalistic rhetoric or taking
steps to expand the role of Japan’s military will
likely further strain ties with major trading part-
ners China and South Korea. Abe has already
upset both neighbors since taking office in
December by saying he wanted to revise Japan’s
1995 apology for its wartime aggression and
questioning the extent to which Korean, Chinese
and other Asian women were coerced to provide

sex for Japanese soldiers before and during
World War II.

Revising the constitution is a lengthy process
that requires two-thirds approval of both houses
of parliament and a national referendum. With
economic concerns uppermost, it remains to be
seen whether Abe and parliament will be able to
devote the considerable time and energy
required to tackle such matters.

Surveys show that the public is most con-
cerned about the economy, social security, the
sales tax hike and reconstruction after the March
2011 tsunami. Two-and-a-half years after that
disaster, very little rebuilding has begun along
the battered northeastern coastline.

Public support for changing the constitution
ranks lower. Energy issues such as nuclear pow-
er are less important to voters, polls show.
Despite considerable public opposition to
nuclear power in the wake of the 2011
Fukushima disaster, many voters appear to be
willing to support the pro-nuclear LDP because
they are attaching a higher priority on econom-
ic and security issues. — AP

LINWU: In this July 18, 2013 photo, relatives cry with Deng Sudan, center,
daughter of Deng Zhengjia, a watermelon farmer who died in a conflict with
urban management officers, in a village in Linwu county, in southern China’s
Hunan province. Six urban management officers in south-central China were
detained yesterday by local police on suspicion of intentionally harming others
after a watermelon vendor died in a conflict with the city code enforcers. — AP

Candidates make final 
appeal in Japan election

Japanese most concerned about economy, social security

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister and ruling Liberal Democratic Party leader Shinzo Abe (2nd
R) delivers his speech during the final day of today’s upper house election campaign in Tokyo
yesterday. “We will get that political stability by winning the upper house election,” Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe told reporters as voters nationwide will elect half of the 242-seat
upper house of parliament.— AFP 

TAIPEI: Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou, center, listens to reporters’ questions during
a press conference in Taipei, Taiwan, yesterday. Ma was re-elected yesterday as chair-
man of the ruling Nationalist Party. — AP

TAIPEI:  Taiwan’s President Ma Ying-jeou
was overwhelmingly reelected chairman of
the ruling party yesterday, amid corruption
scandals involving top officials and public
anger at his government.

Ma, the sole candidate in the election,
took around 200,000 votes-over 90 percent
of the total cast-a spokesman for the
Kuomintang (KMT) party said.  The election
was open to KMT party members through-
out the country.

Ma vowed to reform the party when
unveiling his candidacy last month in the
wake of corruption cases implicating top
party officials and his close aides. The vot-
ing came as the KMT government faces
mounting public anger over a fatal military
abuse case and a controversial urban
renewal project.

On Saturday, thousands of protesters
demonstrated in Taipei to demand justice
for a corporal who died after alleged abuse
in the military. Hung Chung-chiu died from

heatstroke, apparently caused by being
forced to exercise excessively.

While Ma was casting his ballot at a
polling station in Taipei Saturday, protest-
ers shouted outside to voice their anger at
a construction project in central Taiwan,
which will see homes torn down for rede-
velopment. 

It  followed incidents on Friday night
where eggs were thrown at his campaign
offices in two cities.  Ma became president
in 2008 after winning a sweeping victory in
the polls and was reelected for a second
and final four-year term in January 2012.

However, his approval ratings took a
severe hit later that year after a bribery
scandal implicating top cabinet official Lin
Yi-shih, formerly a KMT vice chairman and
one of his key confidants.

Ma and the KMT suffered a further blow
when another of his top aides, Lai Su-ju,
was taken into custody in March 2013 on
bribery charges. — AFP

Ma reelected taiwan
ruling party chief

PHNOM PENH:  Cambodia’s newly
returned opposition leader has
denounced political intimidation
and warned that this month’s elec-
tion will be a “sham” unless he is
allowed to stand as a candidate.

Sam Rainsy, who was greeted by
huge crowds on Friday after his
return from self-imposed exile in
France, is seen as the main chal-
lenger to strongman Prime Minister
Hun Sen. But he has been removed

from the electoral register and is
unable to run as a candidate in the
July 28 polls unless parliament
amends the law. In an interview
with Radio Free Asia, Rainsy warned
that demonstrations might break
out if he is not allowed to stand.

“If I can’t participate, after the
elections all the Cambodian people
will protest and the whole interna-
tional community will condemn
the result and regard this as a sham
election,” Rainsy was quoted as say-
ing. “Then we will demand a real
election to allow Cambodians to
decide their true destiny,” he added.
US lawmakers have called for the
United States to cut off aid to
Cambodia unless the vote is free.

Rainsy, a French-educated for-
mer banker, fled in 2009 to avoid
charges he contends were political-
ly motivated. He was convicted in
his absence of charges including
inciting racial discrimination and
spreading disinformation and had
faced 11 years in jail but received a
royal pardon earlier this month.

Aiming to finally unseat Hun
Sen, he recently joined with former
rival and veteran activist-turned-
politician Kem Sokha to form the

CNRP. Although he is not a candi-
date, he has hit the campaign trail
to spearhead his party’s efforts to
end Hun Sen’s nearly three decades
in power.

The UN’s special rapporteur on
human rights in Cambodia, Surya
Subedi, last week urged Cambodia
to let Rainsy play a “full part” in poli-
tics. Hun Sen is one of Southeast
Asia’s longest-serving leaders. His
Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)
won the last two polls by a land-
slide amid allegations of fraud and
election irregularities.

His government is regularly
accused of suppressing political
freedoms and muzzling activists. In
May Hun Sen said he would try to
stay in power for another decade.

The opposition also accused
people in power of being behind
an attack by an unknown gunman
who fired a bullet at the party’s
headquarters in the early hours of
yesterday.

Nobody was hurt in the incident
at the offices of the Cambodia
National Rescue Party (CNRP) in
Phnom Penh which was closed at
the time. —AFP

MANILA:  Seven people were killed
when communist insurgents attacked a
rural army outpost in the southern
Philippines, the military said yesterday.

Six rebels and a pro-government mili-
tiaman were killed while another militia-
man was wounded during the five-hour
gunbattle on Friday, said the military,
adding the attack only ended after they
deployed helicopter gunships.

Around 60 fighters of the New
People’s Army (NPA) attacked the outpost
on the southern island of Mindanao in an
effort to capture the base, said military
spokesman Lieutenant Colonel Ramon
Zagala.

“Their objective was to overrun the
detachment and get the firearms and
ammunition for themselves,” he told AFP.
Two MG-520 attack helicopters were sent
to drive back the guerrillas, he said.

This is part of an insurgent strategy of
using large-scale attacks to capture

remote and vulnerable outposts, Zagala
said. “They have increased their tactical
offensives and we were expecting that.
These violent acts are to show they are
still a force to be reckoned with,” he
added. The rebels have usually operated
in small units, extorting money from rural
businesses and staging piecemeal
attacks on government targets.

The NPA has been waging a 44-year
Maoist armed campaign that has claimed
at least 30,000 lives. The military esti-
mates the guerrillas’ ranks at about 4,000
fighters, down from a peak of roughly
26,000 in the 1980s.

The government of President Benigno
Aquino had opened peace talks aimed at
ending the communist insurgency
before his term expires in 2016. But
negotiations collapsed in April and last
month the chief government negotiator
resigned, citing his frustration with the
stalled talks. — AFP

7 dead in Philippine 
communist attack

Cambodian oppn leader warns of ‘sham’ election

KAMPONG SPEU: Supporters of the Cambodia National Rescue Party
march during an election campaign rally at Kampong Speu province,
west of Phnom Penh, Cambodia, yesterday. A gunman fired a shot
early yesterday into one of the main offices of the party, a day after
the exiled leader of the opposition returned home to an exuberant
welcome by supporters ahead of this month’s general elections. — AP



These days the news from abroad is mostly grim.
So it was inspiring last week to watch Malala
Yousafzai - the Pakistani teen shot in the head by

the Taleban because of her campaign for girls’ educa-
tion - standing erect on a UN podium on her 16th
birthday. It was even more inspiring to hear her mov-
ing speech, delivered in a clear, confident voice,
which called for free, compulsory schooling world-
wide. She recalled the October day when a talib
jumped into her school van, aimed at her forehead
point-blank, and shot her and two fellow students.
“The Taleban ... thought that the bullets would silence
us,” she said. “But they failed.”

Malala - as she is now known around the world -
was targeted because she had publicly denounced
the Pakistani Taleban’s violent campaign against girls’
education in northwest Pakistan and the beautiful
Swat Valley. More than 800 schools in those regions
have been attacked since 2009, and leading women’s
rights activists and teachers have been murdered.
Only last month, 14 female students were blown up
by a suicide bomber as their school bus traveled from
their all-girls college campus in the city of Quetta,
Baluchistan, near the Afghan border.

Yet the Taleban failed to kill Malala. Evacuated to
England for medical treatment, she made a miracu-
lous recovery. Wrapped in a pink head scarf that once
belonged to another courageous woman, the mur-
dered Pakistani premier Benazir Bhutto, she described
why the Taleban are so hostile to girls’ education. “The
extremists are afraid of books and pens,” she said.
“The power of education frightens them. ... The power
of the voice of women frightens them. ...

“That is why they killed many female teachers and
polio workers. ... That is why they are blasting schools
every day. ... They are afraid of change, afraid of the
equality that we will bring into our society. ... “One
child, one teacher, one pen, and one book can change
the world.” With her outspoken courage, Malala has
become a symbol of a UN campaign to assure that all
children can attend primary school by 2015. The
majority of those deprived of education are female.
The bulk of these girls are in South and West Asia
(including Pakistan, India, and Afghanistan) and sub-
Saharan Africa.

In Malala’s country, which has one of the worst
education records in the world, two-thirds of the 5.1
million children who do not attend school are girls.
Malala reminds us that religion and culture are no
excuse for denying girls an education. As she noted,
the Taleban are “misusing the name of Islam and
Pashtun society.” Nowhere in Islam is there any prohi-
bition against girls’ education. Taleban leaders (if not
their foot soldiers) know this, but they fear the mod-
ernization of society that comes when women are
educated.

Study after study has shown that to develop a mid-
dle-class society, a country must educate its women.
Yet religious extremists charged Malala with being a
Western agent because she wanted to go to school.
Now that Malala has become a global icon, a senior
Pakistani Taleban commander - perhaps more sensi-
tive to the group’s image - called the attack on her
“shocking” and urged her to return home.

However, he also advised her to limit her studies to
the Quran. Malala’s story should remind us that the
barriers to education in poor countries often have less
to do with poverty than with the cowardice of politi-
cians, who are unwilling to challenge the extremists’
claim that girls’ education will bring Western “deca-
dence.” (Note that the radical Muslim group that has
been attacking schools in northern Nigeria is called
Boko Haram, which means “Western education is a
sin.”) It remains to be seen whether Malala’s fame will
help persuade Pakistan’s new prime minister, Nawaz
Sharif, to take on the fundamentalists who attack
female pupils. 

His government has been contemplating peace
talks with the Pakistani Taleban, though Malala
warned against any deal that “goes against the digni-
ty of women and their rights.” (I hope US negotiators
also observe that warning in talks with the Afghan
Taleban). Her story may jump-start the faltering UN
drive for universal primary education by 2015. And,
for Americans who are tired of bad news from abroad,
Malala offers an inspiring cause worth supporting _
the cause of girls who risk their lives for an education
in Pakistan, Afghanistan, and elsewhere.— MCT 
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Detroit filing sends warning to other cities
By Tiziana Barghini

Many US cities have a much better economic out-
look than struggling Detroit, but the Motor City’s
bankruptcy filing on Thursday should still set off

alarm bells elsewhere as the cost of paying retirement ben-
efits swells.  In recent decades, many municipalities have
provided their workers with generous retirement benefits,
both pensions and health coverage, often in lieu of pay
increases. But this has created an unsustainable future bur-
den for budgets that has only been exacerbated by the
loss of real estate and other tax revenue in the financial cri-
sis.

In particular, cities like Chicago and Santa Fe, New
Mexico, have worryingly high pension liabilities compared
to revenue, investors and analysts say. Detroit’s bankruptcy
was years in the making, a result of severe financial mis-
management and a unique decline in Detroit’s population
triggered by job losses in the auto and other manufactur-
ing industries, and the exodus of many residents to neigh-
boring areas as the crime rate soared. 

The ranks of retirees outnumber the city’s active work-
ers by more than a 2-1 ratio. With so many retirees receiv-
ing pension benefits as the population shrinks, the city is
caught in a perpetual knot, one that other cities with high
retiree costs relative to revenues - such as Chicago - might
have to face in coming years as well. “This could be kind of
a precedent for other municipalities.  Anyone concerned
about some other cities like Chicago, cities in California,
what this could do is accelerate a trend where states begin
to withdraw their support for cities,” said Jack Ablin, chief
investment officer at BMO Private Bank in Chicago.

“We could potentially see more filings, not on the same
scale of Detroit, but certainly some other ones coming out

of the woodwork,” he said. Michigan’s reluctance to pro-
vide a financial lifeline to Detroit may be establishing a
new pattern. “Detroit getting into trouble? Not a surprise.
State of Michigan not coming to help? It is a big surprise,
and I think I am not the only one to say that,” said Richard
Larkin, director of credit analysis at HJ Sims.

Municipal bankruptcies in the past have been mostly
the result of problems unique to a particular locale -
expensive public works projects that fail to deliver on
promised revenues, ill-conceived derivatives agreements
with Wall Street firms - but pension debt is one that affects
cities nationwide as the population ages. Public worker
contracts are often protected by law against attempts to
cut costs. That’s a common link between Detroit, the
California cities of Stockton and San Bernardino which filed
for bankruptcy in 2012, and other local governments
across the United States.

Chicago, for example, has to comply with a state law
that requires the city to set aside more funding for pension
obligations, a key reason for a recent downgrade by
Moody’s Investors Service, but it cannot cut retiree bene-
fits. Among US cities with high pension costs, Moody’s
notes that Santa Fe, New Mexico, has net pension liabilities
equal to six times its operating revenue, worse than any
other city.  The city of Virginia in Minnesota follows at a
ratio of 5.9.  Las Vegas also in New Mexico at 5.5 ranks
third, while Chicago occupies the fourth spot with 5.4.

FUTURE OUTCOME 
Earlier last week, Moody’s Investor Services downgrad-

ed Chicago’s credit rating by three notches to A3 and
Cincinnati to Aa2 due to mounting pension costs.  Like
Detroit, Chicago has seen its population decline, with the
number of residents falling by 7 percent between 2000

and 2010, but that’s nowhere near the 25-percent decline
in Detroit in that time period.

From California to Detroit, there is an attempt to reduce
the cost of debt and pensions through bankruptcy that, if
successful, might serve as an incentive for other cities, said
Timothy Blake, managing director at Moody’s Investors
Service. “We have to acknowledge that there is a trend,”
Blake said.  “We still do not know what the outcome will be,
but if the outcome is that they do reduce some of these lia-
bilities that could be an incentive for the filing.”

Resorting to a bankruptcy filing is the nuclear option
when negotiations with creditors and labor unions to
reduce debt and spending have not succeeded. However,
bankruptcies are expensive and not easily resolved.
Jefferson County, Alabama, until now the largest municipal
bankruptcy, fi led for protection from creditors in
November 2011 and finally presented an exit plan in June. 

The pressures some cities have felt in recent years are
beginning to ebb as well, as the US economy picks up and
revenues flow more quickly into municipal coffers. “Detroit
should not be seen as emblematic of cities or as a harbin-
ger of what’s to come,” said Clarence Anthony, executive
director of the National League of Cities. James Spiotto,
head of the bankruptcy group at Chapman and Cutler LLP
in Chicago, said filing for bankruptcy is very expensive and
takes long time, and reaching an agreement without it is
always preferable.  Jean-Pierre Aubry, assistant director at
the Center for Retirement Research at Boston College, said
that Detroit pension costs are average for the country but
that the city made a particularly bad bet with the sale of
two pension obligation bonds in 2005 and 2006. “Things
were going well, until 2009 when the bottom fell out. Then
Detroit was saddled with increased pension costs,” Aubry
said. —Reuters 

War on terror: Life, death and drones
By John J Gibbons

On Friday, a federal judge in
Washington will hear a challenge
to the Obama administration’s

approach to targeted killings. I find
myself frustrated by how little progress
we’ve made. In 2004, I  represented
Guantanamo Bay detainees in the
Supreme Court in Rasul v Bush, challeng-
ing President George W Bush’s claim that
he could hold noncitizens at
Guantanamo without judicial review
based on the administration’s unilateral
claim that the detainees were enemies of
the United States. 

I argued that the president’s position
presented a profound threat to the role
of the courts in safeguarding the rule of
law, and that the prisoners were entitled
to due process, including judicial exami-
nation of the government’s reasons for
holding them. The Supreme Court
agreed, reaffirming that an asserted
“state of war is not a blank check” for the
executive branch when civil liberties are
at stake.

When campaigning for office, then-
Sen Barack Obama agreed with the
court’s decision and criticized Bush’s
abandonment of basic checks and bal-
ances in the so-called war on terror. Yet
today, President Obama has taken his
predecessor’s assertion of executive fiat
even further. His administration says it
has the power not just to detain suspect-
ed terrorists but also to kill them without
any judicial oversight or accountability.

That dramatic claim of authority is at
issue in a lawsuit brought by the Center
for Constitutional Rights and the
American Civil Liberties Union, which
challenges the 2011 extrajudicial killing
by drones of three American citizens,
including an alleged (but never criminal-
ly charged) terrorism suspect, Anwar

Awlaki, his companion Samir Khan - and,
two weeks later and hundreds of miles
away, 16-year-old Abdulrahman Awlaki,
Anwar’s son, whom no one had accused
of wrongdoing. 

The lawsuit charges that the killings
violated the Constitution, including its
most elementary protection against the
deprivation of life without due process of
law. Seeking to dismiss the lawsuit, the
Justice Department has maintained that
such killings are immune from judicial
review. The administration argues that
due process does not require judicial
process and that we should trust the
executive’s judgment when it takes the
lives of its own citizens abroad. 

That position - that the government
should be able to use lethal force against
individuals it deems to be a threat based
on a secret executive process using stan-

dards and evidence that are never tested
by a court - is disturbingly familiar.
Indeed, it is just as much an affront to the
rule of law as it was in 2004 when it was
defended by the Bush administration.
Our constitutional system of separation
of powers demands a role for courts
when individual liberties are at issue. This
premise is not only made plain by the
5th Amendment’s guarantee of due
process, it has also been repeatedly vin-
dicated by historical experience.

The Bush administration defended the
secrecy surrounding Guantanamo
detainees - and its contention that due
process was unnecessary in their deten-
tion - by saying its actions were justified
by danger the men presented. The
administration insisted that the courts
should simply accept its determination
that all of them were hardened terrorists

or the “worst of the worst” - a once-popu-
lar claim that was proved manifestly false
after the Rasul decision permitted legal
access to the men. 

Likewise, the Bush administration’s
solicitor general tried to reassure a skep-
tical Supreme Court to trust its unilateral
executive authority by proclaiming that
the “US does not torture” - a claim dra-
matically belied by pictures from Abu
Ghraib released just days later. The
Obama administration is following a dis-
turbingly similar course, attempting to
reassure the public that it is making life-
and-death decisions with careful deliber-
ation and concern. 

But hidden processes that lack suffi-
cient transparency and meaningful
checks inevitably produce errors. The
killing of 16-year-old Abdulrahman
Awlaki, whom the government has said
was not “specifically targeted,” is but one
example that makes this all too clear.
Equally important, we sacrifice a core
requirement of our constitutional repub-
lic when decisions about such grave dep-
rivations of life and liberty rely solely on
the judgment of one branch of govern-
ment, no matter how well-meaning it
may be. 

As Supreme Court Justice Robert
Jackson warned in a landmark case
decades ago, claims to unreviewable exec-
utive power predicated on an amorphous
and unlimited state of war are particularly
dangerous because “such power either has
no beginning or no end.” In Washington on
Friday, lawyers for two families who have
lost relatives to US drone strikes will ask a
federal court to continue the judiciary’s
long-standing and vital role in our consti-
tutional system. In doing so, the court can
remind the executive branch that a fair
and open legal process is most important
when it comes to matters of life and
death.— MCT

MULTAN: Pakistani protesters from the United Citizen Action torch a US flag
against US drone attacks in the Pakistani tribal areas during a protest in
Multan. —AFP 
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Ramadan, but are never given something to keep
their spirits strong. Every work accomplished with effort
is eventually rewarded with something great. In Kuwait,
Muslim children are rewarded with Girgian for fasting
well during the first two weeks of Ramadan. This celebra-
tion is crucial because it creates excitement for the chil-
dren, honesty and faithfulness in fasting, and keeps their
spirits strong for fasting the remaining days of Ramadan. 

Once these children enter the homes of strangers and
experience their hospitality and kindness, once they wit-
ness their generosity and giving, and feel their happiness
and positive emotions, they sense appreciation and true
reward for accomplishing hard work. In many ways, they
are thanked for endurance and tolerance to the hunger
they experience while fasting. 

But all that pain is forgotten when they enjoy a few
minutes of candy, nuts, and coins; when they enjoy a few
hours of childhood and happiness, and when they
decide to enjoy and love the remaining days of Ramadan.
The greatest reward then, is to see our children happy
after we have given so much to them, after hours of

effort, and after years of endless hard work.

Question: In which month does Girgian take place? 

Courtesy TIES Center, a leading non-political NGO
promoting relations between Westerners and
Muslims through dialogue, friendship and cultural
exchange. For more information. www.tiescenter.net 
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They also aim at influencing the election of the
Assembly’s next speaker, according to the allegations.
After the door for withdrawals of candidates has closed,
306 candidates remain in the race including eight
woman. 

An additional 10 candidates might be added to the
total after the Administrative Court rules on their cases
after the Interior Ministry disqualified them from con-
testing. Thirty-nine candidates are running in the First
Constituency, 29 in the Second and 52 in the Third. As
many as 86 hopefuls are contesting in the Fourth
District and the largest number of 100 are running in
the Fifth Constituency.

The key figures in the first electoral district include
former MPs Abdullah Al-Roumi, who is targeting the
speaker post, Adnan Abdulsamad, Faisal Al-Duwaisan,
Saleh Ashour, Youssef Al-Zalzalah and Maasouma Al-
Mubarak. Other top candidates include Mubarak Al-
Harees and Mohammad Al-Hadbah who were nominat-
ed by the Awazem tribe as their candidates. They also
include members in the two scrapped assemblies
Abdullah Al-Turaiji, Khaled Al-Shatti, Abdulhameed
Dashti, Kamel Al-Awadhi in addition to new candidate
Sami Al-Mudhaf. In the Second Constituency, former
MPs Marzouk Al-Ghanem and Ali Al-Rashed, the speaker
of the scrapped Assembly, in addition to former MPs

Mohammad Al-Abduljader, Adnan Al-Mutawa and
Ahmad Lari are contesting. Other main contenders
include members of the scrapped Assembly Islamist
Abdulrahman Al-Jeeran, Riyadh Al-Adasani, who split
from the opposition, and Khalil Abdullah.

In the Third District, former MPs Islamist Ali Al-Omair
and liberal Ahmad Al-Mulaifi are two of the main hope-
fuls. Others include members of the scrapped Assembly
Nabeel Al-Fadhl, Safa Al-Hashem, Khalil Abul, Yacoub Al-
Sane and Abdullah Al-Maayouf. Many new faces domi-
nate the scene in the Fourth and Fifth districts which
are pre-dominantly tribal.

In the Fourth District, former MPs Mubarak Al-
Khrainej, deputy speaker of the scrapped Assembly,
Nasser Al-Duwailah and Saad Al-Khanfour are the top
candidates, besides members of the scrapped Assembly
Mohammad Al-Barrak, Mishari Al-Husseini and Khaled
Al-Shulaimi, if reinstated.

In the Fifth, former MPs Saadoun Hammad, Jaber Al-
Muhailbi, Share Al-Ajmi and Barrak Al-Dossari are
prominent candidates, besides members of the dis-
solved Assembly Nasser Al-Marri, Faisal Al-Kundari, Hani
Shams and Abdullah Al-Tameemi. As a result of the
opposition boycott of the election, only a few political
groups are taking part or fielding candidates. They
include the Shiite National Islamic Alliance, which is
fielding five candidates and the Islamic Salaf Alliance,
two candidates. 

50 detained as Interior busts...
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The Palestinians say the talks must be about establishing a
future state with borders approximating the boundaries that
existed before Israel captured territories in a 1967 war. Steinitz
said there had been no Israeli concession on that point nor on
the Palestinian demand that Israel halt all construction of set-
tlements in the occupied West Bank and East Jerusalem.
“There is no chance that we will agree to enter any negotia-
tions that begin with defining territorial borders or conces-
sions by Israel, nor a construction freeze,” he said. 

A senior Palestinian official with knowledge of the talks
told Reuters: “Our position remains clear: resumption of nego-
tiations should be based on the two-state solution and on the
1967 borders.” Kerry said on Friday that the deal between
Israel and the Palestinians to resume negotiations was still
being “formalized” but that negotiators for both sides could
begin talks in Washington “within the next week or so”. 

Israeli and Palestinian officials said on Friday the talks
would take months to unfold. Steinitz said the Palestinians

had agreed to enter talks that would take between nine
months to a year. He said this would stop the Palestinians
from taking unilateral steps at the United Nations General
Assembly in September, when they had planned to seek
recognition for their statehood in the absence of direct talks
with Israel. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister Nabil Fahmy told a news confer-
ence yesterday: “We support serious talks to take place with a
set and precise time frame.” Kerry’s drive to relaunch the
peace talks was endorsed this week by the Arab League,
which potentially holds out the prospect of a broader regional
peace with Israel upon the establishment of a Palestinian
state. 

The Arab League’s own peace proposals, launched over a
decade ago, foundered on the issue of a return to 1967 bor-
ders, but it confirmed on Wednesday it had shifted its position
to countenance “limited exchange of territory of the same val-
ue and size.” Such a formula could allow Israel to keep large
settlement blocs it has said should remain in Israeli hands in
any future peace deal. — Reuters

Israel to free ‘heavyweight’ prisoners 
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That move was decried by prominent Republicans
who said he should have been treated as an enemy
combatant and sent to Guantanamo Bay-though
human rights groups welcomed President Barack
Obama’s decision to seek a civilian trial. Abu Ghaith, a
47-year-old Kuwaiti national, is best-known for his
incendiary statements alongside bin Laden and Ayman
Al-Zawahiri in the immediate aftermath of 9/11.

In a speech cited by the US government indictment,
Abu Ghaith defended the attacks and warned
Americans the “storms shall not stop, especially the air-
planes storm.” The defense team argues Abu Ghaith has
effectively been declared guilty- on the basis of his
“mere association” with bin Laden-of a crime that car-
ries a maximum sentence of life imprisonment. They
deny that his fiery rhetoric reflects direct involvement
in any plot to kill Americans.

The motion presented to a US District Court in
Manhattan Friday seeks the dismissal of the charges,
most notably for violation of due process and the
defendant’s rights under the Speedy Trial Act. The sub-
mission says Abu Ghaith was interrogated on the flight
from Jordan under “capture shock” tactics designed to
induce extreme vulnerability and terror in their client.

The tactics included being stripped naked, shackled
and subjected to sensory deprivation through the use
of blackout goggles and ear coverings, which the
defendant says were refitted whenever he stopped
answering questions. The dismissal motion also alleges
Abu Ghaith could have been brought to trial much
sooner, given that the US had been able to secure the
smooth transfer of other Al Qaeda suspects from Iran in
the years following 9/11.  

Abu Ghaith left Afghanistan for Iran around the end
of 2002 and was held there until travelling to Turkey in
early 2013. After being detained there, he was put on a

plane to Kuwait but was arrested during a stopover in
Jordan.  His lawyers said the US was always aware of his
whereabouts, and they are seeking the disclosure of all
official documents related to contacts with Iran to
explain the more than 11-year delay before he was
moved to US NATO ally Turkey. 

They argued Abu Ghaith’s chances of a fair trial have
also been compromised by the killings of potential wit-
nesses in US drone attacks, as well as by other assassi-
nations of Qaeda leaders, including that of bin Laden
himself.  

And they say other witness testimony has been
compromised by the well-documented use of torture
at Guantanamo. The defense also argued the charges
should be thrown out on grounds that the relevant
five-year statute of limitations has been violated and
that the terms of the indictment are so vague that Abu
Ghaith’s constitutional right to be made aware of the
detailed charges against him have been infringed.  

In light of the torture claims, the judge was asked to
rule inadmissible a 21-page FBI report largely based on
the defendant’s statements made during his 13-hour
in-flight interrogation. Defense lawyers also requested
that several sections of the indictment relating to bin
Laden and the 9/11 attacks be struck down, saying they
are likely to prejudice a jury in a trial to be held close to
the site of the 2001 attacks on New York.

Earlier this month, Abu Ghaith’s defense team
unsuccessfully petitioned the court to issue a restrain-
ing order formally restricting the US government from
monitoring their communications amongst them-
selves, with Ghaith and his family or with potential
witnesses. The request, lodged in response to Edward
Snowden’s revelations about the scale of US surveil-
lance activities, was dismissed by the judge, who said
that, even if such monitoring was taking place, there
was no evidence it would be used to help the prose-
cution. — AFP 

Bin Laden son-in-law accuses US of torture
Continued from Page 1

Earlier, a vast crowd gathered at the Rabaa Al-Adawiya
mosque in the capital, where Morsi loyalists have camped out
since the military overthrew him on July 3. About 10,000 pro-
testers then set off in the direction of an elite military com-
pound, the scene of the deadliest violence since Morsi’s over-
throw, carrying pictures of the deposed president and chanting
slogans. But they were blocked by soldiers and armored vehi-
cles. “I believe Morsi will return as president, God willing. The
people will win in the end,” said protester Mohammed, a 45-
year-old veterinarian.

Smaller rallies took place elsewhere in Cairo and Egypt’s sec-
ond city Alexandria after the Muslim Brotherhood had called for
a day of protests dubbed “Breaking the Coup”. Morsi has been
held in custody since his ouster and other senior Brotherhood
leaders have also been detained, prompting international con-
cerns. UN rights chief Navi Pillay summoned the Egyptian
ambassador in Geneva and requested information about those
arrested in connection with the events of July 3, her spokesman
said on Friday.

On the eve of the demonstrations, Mansour pledged to rein
in those who wanted to push Egypt “into the unknown”. “We will
fight the battle for security to the end. We will preserve the revo-
lution,” he said, in comments echoed by the army. The army had

warned on Thursday that it would decisively confront any vio-
lent protesters. “Whoever resorts to violence in Friday’s protests
will endanger his life, and will be treated with utmost decisive-
ness, within legal bounds,” it said.

Although mostly peaceful, the pro-Morsi protests have
resulted in deadly clashes, with the unrest claiming more than
100 lives in all, according to an AFP tally. In the worst bloodshed,
at least 53 people, mostly Morsi supporters, were killed outside
the Cairo headquarters of the Republican Guard on July 8. The
Brotherhood accuses the army of committing a “massacre,” while
the military says it was responding to a “terrorist” attack.

The demonstrations by those celebrating Morsi’s ouster have
been far smaller since the mass rallies that swept the country in
the days leading up to the coup. In his speech, Mansour offered
an olive branch to the Brotherhood, saying: “The framework of
justice and reconciliation extends to all.” The movement has cat-
egorically refused to recognize Mansour’s caretaker govern-
ment, which was sworn in this week but with Islamist parties
and movements totally absent.

On the diplomatic front, Britain announced it was revoking
export licences for equipment used by Egypt’s military and
police amid concerns it could be used against protesters. The
United States has refrained from saying Morsi was the victim of a
coup, which would legally require Washington to freeze some
$1.5 billion in US military and economic aid to Cairo. —  AFP 

Three die as Egypt’s rival factions clash

NEELUM VALLEY: Pakistani tourists gather in the mountainous Neelum valley in Pakistani controlled Kashmir. — AFP 

NEELUM VALLEY: Success stories can be rare
in Pakistan, but business is booming in one
Kashmir tourist spot as the region rebuilds
after a devastating earthquake and shrugs off
associations with violence. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Pakistani tourists drawn to the lakes
and glaciers of the Neelum valley are inject-
ing desperately needed money into one of
the poorest parts of the country.

Westerners stopped coming to the
Himalayas of Pakistani-Kashmir years ago,
put off by its reputation as a training ground
for Islamist militant groups and the risk of
sporadic conflict with India. But with a new
road built by the Chinese after the 2005
earthquake k il led 73,000 people and a
ceasefire holding with India, Pakistanis are
discovering the snow-capped peaks, gla-
ciers, lakes and lush-green meadows of the
Neelum valley.

Known locally as “Paradise on Earth,” the
valley is 114 kilometers east of the base camp
where gunmen shot dead American, Chinese,

Lithuanian, Slovakian and Ukranian climbers
in June. It was the worst attack on foreigners
in Pakistan for a decade, but in neighboring
Kashmir, few Pakistanis are worried. “There is
a bit of fear there, but overall we are enjoying
ourselves and we will stay according to our
plan,” said Mohammad Amir, a lawyer on holi-
day with his family from southern Punjab.

Munazza Tariq, a university student from
Karachi, agrees. “This was carried out by ene-
mies of Pakistan. After it happened, we
received a lot of calls from our relatives from
Karachi, but we are safe and enjoying our-
selves,” said Munazza. Local tourism ministry
official Shehla Waqar says 600,000 people vis-
ited Neelum last year compared to 130,000 in
2010, before the Chinese built a road linking
the area to Muzaffarabad, the capital of
Pakistani-administered Kashmir.

“There is an influx of tourists in the area
because we have a very beautiful road from
Muzaffarabad to the Neelum Valley,” she said.
The nearby Line of Control slices apart the

Indian and Pakistani-held zones of the
Himalayan region where a ceasefire has held
since November 2003. “This area is very
peaceful and there is no fear of terrorism,”
said Waqar. India and Pakistan have fought
two wars over Kashmir, a Muslim-majority
region claimed in full by both sides.

Sporadic clashes killed six soldiers in
January and February, but officials on both
sides have kept tensions in check and
Pakistan’s newly elected Prime Minister,
Nawaz Sharif, has put improving relations
with India at the cornerstone of his foreign
policy. By contrast, Taleban attacks in the
northwest-where mountain resorts have in
the past sucked domestic tourism away
from Kashmir-and the impact of crippling
power cuts pushing people towards balmier
climes is also driving visitor numbers high-
er, Waqar said.

There are now 115 registered guest hous-
es in the Neelum valley, local deputy commis-
sioner Mohammad Farid said, compared to

none in 2010. The authorities say they have
stepped up security after the climbers were
killed in Gilgit-Baltistan, but because tourists
in Kashmir are Pakistani rather than foreign,
they are not braced for a serious knock-on
effect. “We have strict instructions that all
government and private guest houses are to
close their main gates at 10 pm,” Kashmir
tourism minister Abdul Salam Butt said. “No
doubt this incident has damaged internation-
al tourism in Pakistan, but it won’t affect
Kashmir because we host domestic tourists,”
he added.

Raja Zarat Khan, who owns a private guest
house, said he was fully booked into the next
week and he had no cancellations. “I’m hav-
ing a great season,” he said. Mohammad
Awais, 44, runs a restaurant, a string of guest
houses and now also takes tour groups to the
Neelum Valley. “This business has changed
my life. Last year I did excellent trade because
I gave tourists a lot of incentives: hiking,
trekking, fishing, boating. The environment in

Neelum Valley is very good. Once you enter
the valley, no one wants to leave.”

He also doesn’t expect the Gilgit shootings
to have a major impact. “It hasn’t made a big
difference-perhaps four to five percent
because the elite class, who come here, feel
insecure, but no one has cancelled any book-
ings. People are still coming,” he said. The
boom is welcome in a region where many
men have traditionally left behind their fami-
lies to work in Pakistan’s largest cities.

Awais has hired cleaners, cooks, drivers
and tourist guides: all men who would other-
wise be unemployed. Suppliers have benefit-
ed. Villagers even sell their freshly grown
cherries, apricots and plums to tourists. But
others warn that more needs to be done to
sustain the boom across the rest of Pakistani-
Kashmir. “There are some beautiful places in
our area, but there are no proper roads avail-
able and the tourists can’t go to these areas,”
said Khawaja Abdul Samad, who is thinking
about opening his own hotel.—  AFP 

Tourists flock to Kashmir valley in rare boom
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MADRID: Real Madrid playmaker Kaka has failed to live up to his billing since
his big-money move to the Spanish capital in 2009 but new coach Carlo
Ancelotti knows him well and says the Brazilian is confident and motivated for
the new season. Ancelotti was Kaka’s coach at AC Milan when he won the World
Player of the Year award in 2007 and Real fans are hoping the Italian will be able
to help the player, who cost Real 65 million euros ($85.4 million) and turned 31
in April, to rediscover some of that glittering form.

Kaka’s four-year stint in La Liga has been disrupted by injury but when he
has played he has looked a shadow of the man who

inspired Milan to Champions League success six years
ago. Under Jose Mourinho, who quit Real and returned
to Chelsea at the end of last season, he often cut a for-
lorn figure on the bench, leading to speculation that he
might be sold before the transfer window closes at the
end of next month. He made only 12 La Liga starts last

term and just two in Europe and one in the King’s Cup.
“Kaka is a Real Madrid player like all the others,” Ancelotti

said on Saturday in his first news conference since
the players returned to training this week. “He
has started work well and it is clear that he has a
lot of confidence for this season and a lot of
motivation,” the 54-year-old added.—Reuters

Kaka seeks fresh start

NEW YORK: MotoGP world champion Jorge Lorenzo and rival Dani Pedrosa
were passed fit to race in the US Grand Prix at Laguna Seca on Friday having
suffered injuries in heavy crashes at the previous round in Germany.

The Spanish pair, in strong contention in the championship midway through
the season, were cleared to race by the California circuit’s chief medical officer
and each made a tentative return in Friday’s practice.

Yamaha-rider Lorenzo, who broke his collarbone during practice at the
Dutch Grand Prix last month and missed the German Grand Prix last week after
another practice crash, posted the sixth fastest time in
Friday’s second practice session after warming up with
the 11th quickest lap in the first.

Honda’s Pedrosa, who also missed last week’s race
at Sachsenring after sustaining a small fracture in his
left collarbone during practice, sat out the first ses-
sion at Laguna Seca but clocked the 11th fastest
time in the second. Championship leader Marc
Marquez topped the timesheet in the second session
with a lap of one minute 22.04 seconds on his Honda after
Briton Cal Crutchlow was fastest in the earlier session, push-
ing his non-works Tech3 Yamaha around the track in
one minute 22.757 seconds.—Reuters

Lorenzo, Pedrosa fit to race

GULLANE: Thongchai Jaidee of Thailand had to make a quick U-turn from
London back to Edinburgh on Friday night after thinking that he had missed
the halfway cut at The Open Championship.

The Thai star was a distance away from the early projected cut-off mark,
but managed to make the grade right on eight over 150 when players late in
the afternoon struggled with the tough scoring conditions at Muirfield.

“I flew to London after my round yesterday. I thought I missed the halfway
cut! Luckily the flight to Thailand was full and I was on the waiting list. We
(with Thaworn Wiratchant) reached London at around 7pm and waited for the
counter to open to try and get a flight.

“At about 8.45pm I was told that I had a seat in business class and I
thought, ‘Wow, I’m lucky’. “Then my manager called me and told me that I had
a good chance to make the cut. That was five minutes before I went to collect
my ticket!

“Shortly after that, my manager called me again and told me that I made
the cut and I had to fly back to Edinburgh! I had one hour and 15 minutes to
get from Terminal 3 to Terminal 5 so I had to rush to catch the flight,” he
laughed. “It was an amazing experience for me. This is the first time in my life
that this has happened to me but it was quite fun!” said Thongchai, who holds
an unprecedented three Asian Tour Order of Merit titles.

His adventure paid dividends when he returned with a third round score of
even-par 71 for an eight-over-par total of 221.—AFP

Cut drama at The Open

Red Sox see off Yankees
BOSTON: Jacoby Ellsbury and Johnny Gomes home-
red, and Felix Doubront outpitched Andy Pettitte on
Friday night to lead the Boston Red Sox to a 4-2 victory
over the depleted New York Yankees in the opener of
their three-game series. Ellsbury homered on Pettitte’s
second pitch of the game, and Gomes made it 3-0 in
the second.

Until Lyle Overbay doubled to lead off the fifth
inning, Doubront (7-3) held New York’s lineup hitless,
though the Yankees were without Derek Jeter and a
handful of other regulars. In all, the Red Sox left-hander
gave up two runs - one earned - on three hits and three
walks while striking out five in 6 1-3 innings. It was the
12th consecutive start in which Doubront has allowed
three or fewer earned runs. Koji Uehara pitched the
ninth for his ninth save.

MARINERS 10, ASTROS 7
In Houston, rookie Brad Miller hit his first two major

league homers and drove in five runs, and Seattle over-
came rookie Brandon Barnes’ cycle in the win over
Houston. Miller, who started the season in Double-A,
launched a two-run shot to the second deck in right
field to chase starter Bud Norris (6-9) and make it 6-2 in
the sixth. He finished with three hits and added a
three-run homer when he sent a shot into the first row
in right field in the eighth.

Kyle Seager extended his major league-best hitting
streak to 15 games with a two-run homer that gave
Seattle a 2-1 lead in the second, and Justin Smoak hit a
solo home run in the ninth. After doubling in the eight
to complete his cycle, Barnes singled in the ninth to
finish 5 for 5 and become the first Astro to collect five
hits since Hunter Pence did it in May 2008. Mariners
starter Joe Saunders (9-8) yielded nine hits and three
runs with six strikeouts in 5 1-3 innings for his fourth
straight win. Tom Wilhelmsen allowed two hits and a
run in 1 1-3 innings for his 20th save.

RAYS 8, BLUE JAYS 5
In Toronto, Ryan Roberts singled home the

tiebreaking run in the eighth inning and Tampa Bay
beat Toronto to win for the 15th time in 17 games.
Evan Longoria, Wil Myers, Kelly Johnson and Ben
Zobrist all went deep off Toronto starter Esmil Rogers,
but it was former Blue Jay Roberts whose two-out sin-
gle off Steve Delabar was the key for the Rays. Zobrist
and Myers both had three hits, each coming within a
triple of the cycle.

Jose Bautista hit a two-run homer for the Blue Jays,
who got solo shots from Edwin Encarnacion, Brett
Lawrie and J.P. Arencibia, but couldn’t protect a 4-1
lead, losing for the ninth time in 12 games.

David Price (4-5) pitched seven innings for the win,
improving to 7-0 in eight career starts at Rogers Centre.
Johnson singled off Brett Cecil (3-1) to begin the
eighth, bringing Delabar on in relief. Pinch hitter Sean
Rodriguez advanced Johnson with a sacrifice bunt and
Jose Molina flied out before Roberts hit an RBI single.
Roberts took second on the throw and went to third
on a wild pitch before scoring on Desmond Jennings’
double.

ORIOLES 3, RANGERS 1
In Arlington, Matt Wieters homered, Wei-Yin Chen

pitched into the seventh inning and Baltimore Orioles
beat Texas to give manager Buck Showalter his 250th
victory with the team since being hired in July 2010.
Nick Markakis had an RBI double and a home run-rob-
bing catch for the Orioles. Showalter joined Joe Torre,
Gene Mauch and Dick Williams as the only major
league managers to win 250 games with at least four
different teams. Showalter also won at least 250 games
with the New York Yankees (1992-95), Arizona (1998-
2000) and Texas (2003-06), where he was replaced by
current Rangers manager Ron Washington. Left-han-
der Chen (5-3) allowed only one run and eight hits and
two walks over 6 1-3 innings. Jim Johnson worked the
ninth for his majors-best 34th save even after allowing
a hit and hitting a batter.

TWINS 3, INDIANS 2
In Minneapolis, Joe Mauer’s two-out RBI single in

the eighth inning lifted Minnesota to a victory over
Cleveland that was set up by an error by Indians first
baseman Nick Swisher.

Four Twins relievers struck out six over 3 1-3 hitless

innings, including Casey Fien (2-2) in the eighth and
All-Star Glen Perkins in the ninth for his 22nd save in 24
tries. Trevor Plouffe hit a tying two-run single in the
sixth against Scott Kazmir, who stifled them for two
hits over six innings. With Joe Smith (4-1) pitching in
the eighth, Pedro Florimon singled and Brian Dozier
reached on an error when Swisher couldn’t hold onto a
throw from third baseman Lonnie Chisenhall. Smith
got Plouffe to ground into a double play, but Mauer
followed with the go-ahead single.

ROYALS 1, TIGERS 0
In Kansas City, Ervin Santana allowed two singles in

7 1-3 innings and Kansas City beat Detroit to snap a
five-game losing streak.

Santana can be a free agent after the season and
has been widely speculated to be traded before the
July 31 deadline without a player clearing waivers. He
did not allow a runner to reach second base, striking
out six and walking one. Santana (6-6) retired the first
10 Tigers before Torii Hunter’s one-out single in the
fourth. He was coming off his worst outing of the sea-
son, when he allowed eight runs on 10 hits in a July 11
loss at Cleveland. Greg Holland worked a flawless ninth
for his 23rd save in 25 opportunities, striking out one.

ANGELS 4, ATHLETICS 1
In Anaheim, Albert Pujols, Erick Aybar and Mike

Trout each homered, Jered Weaver extended his score-
less-innings streak against Oakland to 24 2-3, and Los
Angeles came out of the All-Star break with a victory.
Weaver (4-5) allowed four hits in 6 2-3 innings while

striking out a season-high eight and walking four. The
previous club record for scoreless innings against the
A’s was 21, by Bob Lee in 1964-65. Last season, Weaver
gave up a solo homer to Seth Smith over 30 2-3
innings while going 3-0 in four starts against the A’s.
Since 2011, the right-hander has dominated the A’s
with a 7-1 record in 10 starts. Ernesto Frieri earned his
23rd save in 25 chances on his 28th birthday. AJ Griffin
(8-7) gave up four runs and six hits in five innings,
struck out four and walked one for the first-place A’s.
His three-game winning streak in his previous four
starts ended with his first loss since June 15 against
Seattle.

INTERLEAGUE
BRAVES 6, WHITE SOX 4

In Chicago, Brian McCann hit a three-run homer in
the sixth inning to break open a tie game and Atlanta
started the second half of the season with a victory
over Chicago.

Braves starter Tim Hudson (7-7) earned his third
straight win after a 10-start winless streak. He pitched 7
1-3 innings, giving up four runs on eight hits while strik-
ing out four and walking two. Craig Kimbrell pitched
the ninth for his 27th save in 29 outings. White Sox
starter John Danks (2-7) took his seventh loss in his last
10 starts. Danks pitched seven innings, allowing five
runs on seven hits, including homers by McCann and
Andrelton Simmons. He struck out four and walked
none. Danks also uncorked a wild pitch before to
McCann’s homer.—AP

BOSTON: Koji Uehara No. 19 of the Boston Red Sox celebrates with teammate Jarrod
Saltalamacchia No. 39 after closing out the 9th inning against the New York Yankees. —AFP

Reds pound Pirates
CINCINNATI: Brandon Phillips drove in three
runs with a bases-loaded double on Friday
night, and Mike Leake got the better of left-
hander Francisco Liriano for the third time
this season, leading the Cincinnati Reds to a
5-3 victory over the Pittsburgh Pirates that
tightened the NL Central.

The third-place Reds moved to within
three games of second-place Pittsburgh. The
Pirates lead their season series 6-5.

The Reds sent nine batters to the plate for
four runs in the fifth off Liriano (9-4), who had
his shortest outing of the season. Chris
Heisey’s infield single drove in the first run,
and Phillips’ double off Justin Wilson made it
5-0. Heisey also had a solo homer off Liriano.

Leake (9-4) gave up solo homers to
Starling Marte, Andrew McCutchen and
Russell Martin in the sixth inning. Manny
Parra fanned Pedro Alvarez with runners on
second and third to end the seventh. Aroldis
Chapman struck out two in the ninth while
getting his 22nd save in 25 chances.

DODGERS 3, NATIONALS 2
In Washington, Andre Ethier homered off

Rafael Soriano to lead off the ninth inning,
and the Dodgers resumed play after the All-
Star break with a 3-2 win over the Nationals.

Ethier pulled a 1-2 slider just over the wall
in right-center, his sixth homer of the year
and the second ninth-inning homer allowed
by Soriano (1-2) in three appearances.

Hanley Ramirez also homered for the
Dodgers, who picked up where they left off
before the break, winning for the seventh
time in nine games and moving back above
.500. They were 12 games below the break-
even mark on June 21.

Ronald Belisario (4-5) faced only one bat-
ter to get the win, his 14th consecutive
appearance without a run allowed. Kenley
Jansen pitched the ninth for his 10th save.

PHILLIES 13, METS 8
In New York, Chase Utley, Domonic Brown

and the Phillies came flying out of the All-Star
break, scoring 11 runs in the first three
innings on way to a rout of the Mets.

Michael Young hit a three-run homer,
Utley had a two-run drive and Brown a solo
shot as the Phillies (49-48) won for the ninth
time in 12 games to move over .500 for only
the second time this season. Philadelphia
roughed up familiar foil Jeremy Hefner in its
seventh consecutive victory at Citi Field dat-
ing to last season, including a three-game
sweep in April. While the Phillies have made
themselves right at home in Queens, the
Mets keep struggling in their own ballpark.
Back on the field after hosting the All-Star
game Tuesday for the first time since 1964,
they fell to an NL-worst 17-28 at home.

CUBS 3, ROCKIES 1
In Denver, Jeff Samardzija pitched effec-

tively into the eighth inning and Anthony
Rizzo doubled home the go-ahead run in the
seventh, leading the Cubs past the Rockies.

Alfonso Soriano added a home run, his
17th, and Junior Lake, recalled by Chicago

from Triple-A Iowa before the game, had
three hits in his major league debut, includ-
ing a double in his first career at-bat. Darwin
Barney drove in an insurance run with a
ninth-inning double.

Samardzija (6-9) kept the Rockies in check
by limiting them to one run on four hits in 7
1-3 innings. He walked three and struck out
six. DJ LeMahieu doubled off Kevin Gregg to
start the ninth and advanced to third on a
ground out by Carlos Gonzalez. Troy
Tulowitzki walked before Gregg induced
Michael Cuddyer to ground into a game-end-
ing double play for his 18th save in 20
chances.

BREWERS 2, MARLINS 0
In Milwaukee, Juan Francisco and Carlos

Gomez each hit home runs and Kyle Lohse
blanked Miami for six innings as the Brewers
started the second half of the season with a
victory over the Marlin.

Lohse (6-7) has owned the Marlins over his
career. He came in 5-2 in nine starts, including
a 3-0 record with the St. Louis Cardinals last
season. He was in command all the way this
time, too. He struck out five, allowed five hits
but no walks. It was his fourth win in his last
five decisions. Francisco hit an opposite-field
home run in the fourth, driving a 3-2 pitch
from Jacob Turner (3-2) into the left-field
seats. Gomez, fresh off his first All-Star
appearance, curled a two-out, 0-2 pitch
around the left-field foul pole in the fifth
inning.

CARDINALS 9, PADRES 6
In St. Louis, Jake Westbrook pitched 6 1-3

innings of two-run ball and contributed three
hits, All-Star Matt Carpenter continued his
strong season with three hits and three RBIs,
and the Cardinals beat the Padres. A career
.116 hitter, Westbrook had never had more
than one hit in a game. The right-hander, who
scored twice and had an RBI, surpassed his hit
output for the year with two singles and a
double in his three at-bats. That raised his
batting from .100 to .217.

On the mound, Westbrook (6-4) scattered
eight hits while striking out one and walking
four. After rookie Carlos Martinez allowed
three runs in the ninth to make it a three-run
game, All-Star Edward Mujica got the last two
outs to record his 27th save in 29 chances.

GIANTS 2, DIAMONDBACKS 0
In San Francisco, Chad Gaudin struck out

eight in seven scoreless innings to build on
his impressive monthlong stretch, All-Star
Buster Posey hit an RBI double, and the Giants
beat the first-place Diamondbacks. Hunter
Pence added a run-scoring single as defend-
ing World Series champion San Francisco
started a key series to open the second half
by pulling within 5 1/2 games of the D-backs
in the NL West race. Arizona starter Ian
Kennedy (3-7) was denied career win No. 50
yet again in his eighth try. In his past four
starts, Gaudin (4-1) has a 0.77 ERA, two
earned runs in 23 1-3 innings. He has an 11-
inning scoreless streak.—AP

CINCINNATI: Bryan Morris No. 29 of the Pittsburgh Pirates pitches in relief in the
eighth inning against the Cincinnati Reds at Great American Ball Park. —AFP

‘Zain Penalty Tournament’ kicks off
KUWAIT: Zain, the leading telecommunications
company in Kuwait, announced the commence-
ment of the ‘Zain Penalty Tournament’ in collabo-
ration with the United Sports Company
“mala3ibna”. The tournament will take place at Al
Shaab Park’s “Goal” football pitch from today
where it will witness the attendance of interna-
tional goalkeeper Khalid Al-Rashidi as an ambassa-
dor of the tournament, due to his outstanding
football  achievements internationally with
Nottingham Forest FC, and locally with the Kuwaiti
national team. 

This initiative comes in l ine with Zain’s
Ramadan corporate social responsibility program
of launching and supporting various sports event
to entertain and engage youth into activities that
could unearth their talents. 

Zain official’s were pleased that the registration
stage witnessed high traffic from professional and
amateur players since the announcement of the
tournament, with more than 450 teams register-
ing. 

The company further highlighted that each
team consists of a goalkeeper and a striker and the
tournament will be held on a knock-out basis
whereby winners of each stage will be qualified to
face the final team. The first place winner will be
rewarded with KD 2000 while second and third

place winner will receive smartphones as a prize
from the company. 

This year,  Zain’s solid and well-focused
Ramadan corporate social responsibility program
covers many aspects such as education, sports,
youth, health and the society’s well being, and its
organization of the “Zain Penalty Tournament” is a
symbol of its utmost concern of youth’s entertain-
ment and sports engagement during this holy
month.  It is worth mentioning that Zain is the

Premium sponsor of the Kuwait Mini World Futsal
Club Tournament; the first event of its kind to be
organized and hosted in Kuwait. The tournament
is approved by the international governing body
FIFA and will witness the involvement of 18 inter-
national teams that include GCC teams. 

To find out more about Zain Ramadan initia-
tives and program, customers are advised to visit
the company’s website on www.kw.zain.com, or
visit the company’s social media channels. 

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Boston 59 39 .602 -       
Tampa Bay 56 41 .577 2.5   
Baltimore 54 43 .557 4.5   
NY Yankees 51 45 .531 7       
Toronto 45 50 .474 12.5  

Central Division
Detroit 52 43 .547 -       
Cleveland 51 45 .531 1.5   
Kansas City 44 49 .473 7       
Minnesota 40 53 .430 11      
Chicago White Sox 37 56 .398 14      

Western Division
Oakland 56 40 .583 -       
Texas 54 42 .563 2       
LA Angels 45 49 .479 10      
Seattle 44 52 .458 12      
Houston 33 62 .347 22.5  

National League
Eastern Division

Atlanta 55 41 .573 -       
Philadelphia 49 48 .505 6.5   
Washington 48 48 .500 7       
NY Mets 41 51 .446 12      
Miami 35 59 .372 19      

Central Division
St. Louis 58 36 .617 -       
Pittsburgh 56 38 .596 2       
Cincinnati 54 42 .563 5       
Chicago Cubs 43 51 .457 15      
Milwaukee 39 56 .411 19.5  

Western Division
Arizona 50 46 .521 -       
LA Dodgers 48 47 .505 1.5   
Colorado 46 51 .474 4.5   
San Francisco 44 51 .463 5.5   
San Diego 42 55 .433 8.5   

MLB results/standings
LA Dodgers 3, Washington 2; Tampa Bay 8, Toronto 5; Boston 4, NY Yankees 2; Cincinnati 5, Pittsburgh 3;
Philadelphia 13, NY Mets 8; Baltimore 3, Texas 1; Atlanta 6, Chicago White Sox 4; Kansas City 1, Detroit 0;
Milwaukee 2, Miami 0; Minnesota 3, Cleveland 2; Seattle 10, Houston 7; St. Louis 9, San Diego 6; Chicago Cubs
3, Colorado 1; LA Angels 4, Oakland 1; San Francisco 2, Arizona 0. 

Wolff makes full test 

debut with Williams
LONDON: Susie Wolff made her full test
debut with former champions Williams on
Friday, the biggest step by a woman driver in
Formula One for more than 20 years, with
race regulars paying her compliments. “I
think she was pretty good, she was pretty
quick and that’s really fantastic to see a lady
driving Formula One,” Ferrari’s Felipe Massa
told reporters after the final day of a young
driver test at Silverstone. “I was really happy
when I saw the lap times and pretty happy
for her.” Wolff, now 30, may not be a young
driver but she was as thrilled as any of those
making their test debuts after completing 89
laps and setting the ninth fastest time of the
16 drivers on track during the day. Her best

lap of one minute 35.093 seconds compared
to the day’s fastest of 1:32.894 set by triple
champion Sebastian Vettel in his Red Bull.

“It was important for me to show I had the
performance,” the Scot, wife of Mercedes
motorsport head and Williams shareholder
Toto Wolff, told reporters.

“It was fantastic today. The team did a
great job getting me through the day, talking
me through everything step by step. 

“Physically it wasn’t easy but it was what I
was expecting.  I was well prepared so it was
completely manageable,” added the develop-
ment driver who spent seven seasons racing
in the DTM (German Touring Car) series but
scored only four points.—Reuters
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NEW YORK: After weeks of tough nego-
tiations, the NHL and its players reached
a deal with the International Ice Hockey
Federation on Friday to put the season
on hold again so the game’s biggest
stars can compete in next year ’s
Olympics in Sochi.

Putting a stop to another season one
year after the damaging lockout created
a shortened, 48-game campaign was
hardly an optimal plan for the NHL. But
an agreement was made to allow the
top players to take part in the Olympics
for the fifth straight time.

“Our outstanding athletes take
tremendous pride in representing their
homelands on the global stage,” NHL
Commissioner Gary Bettman said in a
joint announcement with the players’
association. “The decision to participate
in the XXII Olympic Winter Games in
Sochi was in many ways a difficult one,
but one that we know will  be well
received by our players and, most
importantly, by the vast majority of our
fans and sports fans everywhere.”

NHL players first went to the
Olympics for the 1998 Nagano Games.
Now they will be available to the 12
national teams that will comprise the
hockey tournament from Feb. 12-23,
2014. More than 120 NHL players are
expected to compete for their respective
nations in Sochi while the league takes a
break for 21/2 weeks from Feb. 9-26.

“You find out pretty quickly that an
Olympic-year schedule is a little more
condensed and a little more intense
than a typical year,” Pittsburgh Penguins
captain Sidney Crosby said during a con-
ference call. “You have to take advantage
of your days off because it is condensed.

“Playing that condensed schedule
then going right into basically a pretty
intense playoff atmosphere, every game
is like a Game 7. Then coming back from
that, you basically go from being at that
level of intensity to regular-season
games.”

Crosby is a veteran of this type of
schedule, having served as an alternate
captain at the 2010 Vancouver Games

when Canada captured the gold medal.
Crosby scored the “Golden Goal” in over-
time against the United States to win the
championship.

“It’s gone by really fast,” he said. “With
injuries and stuff like that, too, it wasn’t
like there were three full hockey seasons
to kind of look back on. “It’s exciting. You
start to kind of think about it with it
being announced that we’re going.”

Friday’s announcement paved the
way for the NHL to reveal the schedule
for the upcoming regular season. That
had been held up until a resolution was
made on Olympic participation. The
league said Friday the 2013-14 regular
season will begin Oct. 1.

“The players are very pleased that an
agreement has been reached that will
allow the world’s best hockey players to
compete at the Winter Games in
February,” said Don Fehr, the players’
association executive director. “Having
the opportunity to wear their nation’s
sweater in Sochi is something the play-
ers look forward to.”

Bettman, Fehr and IIHF President
Rene Fasel met for more than five hours
July 1 - the day after the NHL draft - at
league headquarters in New York and
made progress toward a deal that took
nearly three more weeks to hammer out.

“I am very happy with the result of
the constructive discussions which will
ensure that once again we will see the
world’s top ice hockey players compet-
ing at the Olympic Games,” IOC President
Jacques Rogge said in a statement. “I
would like to thank all parties involved
for making this happen ahead of Sochi
2014.”

The biggest challenge the NHL faces
every time the Olympics come is the
need to stop the hockey season for sev-
eral weeks so its players can go. That
became a bigger factor this time
because of last season’s lockout that
delayed the start of the campaign until
late January.

“Although there were many details to
discuss with our partners NHL and
NHLPA, there was never any doubt in my

mind that we would not continue the
tradition from Nagano, Salt Lake City,
Turin and Vancouver,” Fasel said in a sep-
arate statement. “The modern Olympic
era is about sportive competition on the
highest possible level. This is what fans
around the world expect from a 100-
meter race or downhill skiing and this is
also what they are entitled to expect
from our sport.

“It is the obligation of the IIHF toward
our fans that the biggest sports show on
Earth has the best players and toward
our member associations that they are
able to select the best players that their
educational systems have developed. I
would like to thank NHL Commissioner
Gary Bettman and NHLPA Executive
Director Don Fehr for their cooperation.”

As part of the deal, seven NHL refer-
ees and six NHL linesmen will join the
IIHF on-ice officials’ crews that will work
the men’s tournament. The Olympic
hockey tournament will  be played
according to the IIHF rulebook on the
bigger international-sized rinks.—AP

NHL stars to return to Olympics in Sochi

CHRISTCHURCH: Centre Ryan
Crotty scored a brace of tries and
Dan Carter ran riot as the
Canterbury Crusaders demolished
the Queensland Reds 38-9 in
Christchurch yesterday to storm
into Super Rugby’s semi-finals.

Crotty combined with Carter in a
glittering partnership to score a try
in each half, and the New Zealand
flyhalf helped himself to another as
the home side tore the Reds’
defence to shreds on a chilly night
at AMI stadium.

Winger Tom Marshall scored a
fourth try as the Crusaders set up a
last-four showdown with either the
defending champion Chiefs in
Hamilton or the Bulls in South
Africa.

Carter, in majestic form at the
business end of the season, came
off 10 minutes early after a domi-
nant 20-point game, shortly after
the crowd welcomed back All Blacks
captain Richie McCaw, who came
off the bench for his first Super
Rugby appearance this season after
a long sabbatical.

The Crusaders’ next opponents
will be decided by the second quali-
fying final on Sunday, when the ACT
Brumbies host the Bloemfontein-
based Cheetahs in Canberra.

A win for the Brumbies would
send them to South Africa to face
the Bulls in the semi-finals, leaving
the Crusaders to face the Chiefs in
Hamilton. If the Cheetahs manage
an upset, they would go to New
Zealand while the Crusaders would
make the long trip to Pretoria.

The Crusaders, seeking a record
eighth title in the short history of
the southern hemisphere competi-
tion, will have little reason to fear
whoever they face next weekend,
having smashed both the Chiefs
and Bulls during the regular season.

The Reds defeated the Crusaders
for their maiden Super Rugby title in
2011, and came into the match talk-
ing tough about breaking a win
drought in Christchurch dating back
to 1999.

Within 11 minutes they trailed
10-0, and headed into the halftime
beak down 21-6, demoralised after
being smashed at the breakdown
and cut to pieces by the Crusaders’
jet-heeled backs.

The visitors’ scoring was confined
to three penalty goals to New
Zealand-born Quade Cooper, who
was jeered by the Christchurch
crowd with every touch of the ball
and completely outclassed by
opposing flyhalf Carter.

Carter slotted the first of his
three penalty goals to open the
scoring in the third minute and set
up Crotty with an inside pass to
allow the bustling centre to canter
under the posts in the 10th minute.

Carter was later the beneficiary
of a brilliant team try at the stroke
of halftime, set up by a barnstorm-
ing run by lock Sam Whitelock.

Whitelock’s dart to the Reds’ 22-
yard line allowed scrumhalf Andy
Ellis to shoot a long ball wide to
winger Zac Guildford, who gave off
in turn to Carter, the flyhalf fending
off a weak tackle before crossing at
the left corner. Cooper put the Reds
within two converted tries with his
third penalty kick shortly after the
re-start, but the Crusaders hit back
immediately with another breath-
taking team try.

The dangerous Israel Dagg
flicked a quick pass in close to put
Wyatt Crockett thundering toward
the line, and the prop dished off to

flanker Matt Todd, who fed winger
Tom Marshall for the Crusaders’
third try at the left corner.

Carter emerged again late in the
game to complete the rout, break-
ing the Reds’ line deep at the right
wing and offloading to Crotty for
the centre’s second with 13 minutes
to play.

The Reds’ humbling loss was
coach Ewen McKenzie’s last game in
charge before he takes over the
reins of the Wallabies, and the for-
mer test prop will have a lot to pon-
der before Australia’s opening
match of the Rugby Championship
against New Zealand next month.

The Crusaders shut down Cooper,
who many have backed to reclaim
the Wallabies’ starting flyhalf spot,
and dismantled the Reds’ running
game to the point that coach Todd
Blackadder felt relaxed enough to
leave talisman McCaw cooling his
heels on the bench until the game
was effectively decided.—Reuters

Classy Crusaders rout Reds 
to charge into semi-finals

Ryan Crotty in action in this file photo.

Queretaro to stay 
in Mexican elite 

MEXICO CITY: Queretaro were rele-
gated from the Mexican first divi-
sion two months ago and closed
down as a club but thanks to a fran-
chising quirk will play again in the
top flight when the season starts
this weekend.

Entrepreneur Amado Yanez
bought up the franchise of strug-
gling Chiapas, nicknamed Jaguars,
in the south of Mexico and moved
the team to the central city.

Queretaro, whose team went by
the nickname White Roosters, have
a strong football pedigree that
Yanez is hoping to capitalise on.
Two other teams have also changed
names and location - promoted La
Pieded and San Luis.

San Luis were based in Potosi,
north of Queretaro, but have moved
to Tuxtla Gutierrez in Chiapas,
where they will carry the name of
that region although they bear no

relation to the departed Jaguars.
La Piedad’s team have moved

across Mexico from Michoacan state
in the west to the gulf port city of
Veracruz in the east. “There is no
infrastructure and many things are
lacking (at La Piedad) to have a first
division team,” said team owner
Fidel Kuri.

“( Veracruz) governor Javier
Duarte made it possible for me to
take the franchise which is why
Veracruz now has a first division
team.”

Mexican league president Decio
de Maria told reporters that the
changes “could be (seen as) a lack of
respect while for others it is a com-
mitment to provide first division
football at new venues. “Evidently
the league, the fans and the teams
are affected but (such) decisions
have to be taken.”

Champions America and arch-

rivals Guadalajara, who both have at
least four players on international
duty with Mexico at the CONCACAF
Gold Cup in the United States, have
been allowed to postpone their
opening matches.

“We need to have our full squad
because I think we would be giving
too much of an advantage playing
with the squad I have now,” said
Guadalajara coach Benjamin
Galindo.

“It is our obligation to qualify for
the title playoffs because this is a
big club� I’m aiming to be among
the eight (quarter-finalists) and then
think of the title.”

Guadalajara, known as Chivas,
have been in poor form for the past
few seasons and failed to reach the
Clausura championship playoffs in
April. The top eight teams after the
17-match league phase go into the
knockout rounds.—Reuters

By Abdellatif M Sharaa

KUWAIT: Group B matches proved exciting and highly
competitive as teams tried hard to move into the quarterfi-
nals of the Kuwait Mini World Futsal Club Tournament
which continues until Ramadan 18 under the patronage of
HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak. 

Bahrain’s Al-Muharraq defeated France’s Erdre 3-2 in one
of the most entertaining matches in the tournament, while
Romania’s City’Us defeated Argentina’s Pinocho 4-3 but
failed to move further.

In the first match, City’Us began the match strongly
against Pinocho and were able to gain control because of
the many attempts that resulted in scoring the first goal in
the 7th minute of the match by Cosmin-Marius. City’Us did
not wait long before scoring its second goal in the same
minute as Pinocho’s defence was very confused and was
surprised by the strength City’Us displayed. The Romanian
team continued its attacks and scoring attempts while
Pinocho was busy trying to organize to no avail.
Meanwhile, City ’Us added a third goal which made
Pinocho’s players nervous and tense. 

Pinocho’s coach did not lose hope of organizing his line-
up and Maina scored its first goal in the 16th minute,
restoring hope for Pinocho to equalize but the Romanians’
defense was rock solid and the first half ended 3-1. Things
changed completely in the second half as Pinocho restored
its reputation and began attacking while City’Us retreated
to defend and seemed to be satisfied with the result.
Pinocho was able to score its second goal in the 28th
minute through Gabriel, making City players worried and
they attempted to regroup. Pinocho then equalized, but
City immediately scored the fourth and winning goal.

The second match between Bahrain’s Muharraq and
France’s Erdre was Muharraq’s most dramatic win in one of
the best matches of the tournament. The match started
with Erdre imposing its style and carrying out several
attacks and succeeded in scoring in the third minute
through Garcia. Muharraq did not give up and launched
several counterattacks and had several shots at the goal
until the 9th minute when Fernando scored the equalizer

for Muharraq. This goal gave Muharraq a confidence boost
and they had control on their side. Fernando added the
second goal in the 16th minute, giving his team the lead
and this is how the first half ended.

The second half was eventful as Muharraq wanted to
maintain its lead while Erdre adopted an attacking style
and equalized in the 36th minute through Bentaifour.
Muharraq tried hard to score and move to the quarter
finals and made several attempts until the referee gave
Muharraq a penalty kick which was scored by Mahmoud
Abdulrahman, sending fans into a frenzy. 

Pinocho’s coach expressed regret over the loss in a
match he considered the worst his team played, adding
“we played a very bad match and deserved to lose as our
passes were inaccurate”. “It is possible to lose, but you
should give it all you have, but we were bad and this is why
we are deeply sad”. He said that he is confident his players
will return to their form in the quarter finals, and “there
nothing worse than what we did against City’Us”.

Meanwhile, the coach of Erdre thanked officials of the
tournament after losing its three matches in the group.
“Participating in this international event is an honor for us
and to be among the major teams in the world”. Bahrain’s
coach was very happy for his team’s qualification to the
quarter finals after its tough win in the closing seconds of
the match which caused him to cry hard when the match
was over. He said “it was like a dream as in five minute
things changed from us exiting the tournament to qualify-
ing”. Muharraq’s coach, who hails from Brazil, thanked
Kuwaiti fans who were behind the team and gave it all,
which motivated the players and pushed them to fight
harder. He hoped the support will continue.

Al-Muharraq and City’Us grab wins

Team P W L D GF GA Pts
Pinocho 3 2 1 0 8 7 6
Muharraq 3 2 1 0 8 5 6
City’Us 3 2 1 0 11 11 6
FC Erdre 3 0 3 0 8 12 0

Group B teams standings:
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Photo of the day

Competitors perform at the IDM Championship 2013 in Spielberg, Austria. —www.redbullcontentpool.com

GULLANE: Wily Spaniard Miguel Angel
Jimenez led the way and Tiger Woods
ground out a second-round 71 to stay right
in the mix as the British Open turned into a
dogfight at Muirfield on Friday.

The early starters enjoyed the best con-
ditions on another sun-drenched day but
the course bared its teeth in the afternoon
to throw up a congested leaderboard
heading into the weekend.

Jimenez, 49, followed his opening 68
with a level-par 71, the cigar-loving
Spaniard drawing on all his experience to
mix two birdies with two bogeys in a rock-
steady round to finish at three under. “I like
to feel the pressure. As long as you can
handle that, it ’s no problem,” he told
reporters. “I feel comfortable.” World num-
ber one Woods made two birdies and two
bogeys on the front nine and sank a 10-
foot putt on the final green to finish on two
under par along with Briton Lee Westwood
(68), Henrik Stenson of Sweden (70) and
American Dustin Johnson (72).

Briton Martin Laird, Spaniard Rafael
Cabrera-Bello, American Zach Johnson and
Angel Cabrera of Argentina were the only
other players to finish under par and will
start the third round two behind Jimenez.
Woods collected birdies at the third and
fifth holes but bogeys on the fourth, eighth
and 11th halted his charge and the
American waved his putter in frustration
after wasting a birdie chance at the 12th.
He maintained his concentration, however,
to par the next five holes and a fine
approach shot set up a birdie on the last
which he celebrated with a trademark fist
pump.

“Towards the middle part of my round I
lost the pace and was blowing it past the
hole,” said 14-times major winner Woods.
“But I finally got it fixed at the end.

“Just got to continue plodding along.
Continue being patient, putting the ball in
the right spots and trying. “We’re not going

to get a lot of opportunities out there but
when I have I’ve been able to capitalise and
hopefully I can continue doing that.”

Westwood, seeking a long overdue first
major championship, took advantage of a
hot putter to pick up six birdies over the
first 12 holes. He briefly moved to five
under but had to settle for a round of 68
after three bogeys over the closing stretch.

“I was pleased to be five-under through
12,” said Westwood.  “I was playing some
great stuff and it was just getting harder as
the holes progressed, tougher to score,
tougher to get it close.

“The finish is tough, 16, 17, 18 are play-
ing hard. So it’s like most major champi-
onships, it’s a grind out there.” Cabrera,
twice a major champion and runner-up in
this year’s US Masters, got to four under
after 13 holes but dropped shots at the
14th, 15th and 18th to fall back.

Zach Johnson, the overnight leader after
an opening 66, bogeyed four holes on the
front nine but got back to five under before
giving away another four shots including a
double-bogey six at the treacherous 15th.
Pars on the closing holes were not easy to
achieve with the greens speeding up
throughout the afternoon.

As the players struggled to cope with
the conditions, the projected cut mark
increased steadily throughout the day and
was finally made at eight over.

World number two Rory McIlroy will
miss the weekend’s action after slumping
to a 75 and a 12-over-par total while former
world number one Luke Donald finished 10
over, a 72 failing to repair the damage of
his opening 80.

US Open champion Justin Rose and for-
mer British Open winners Tom Watson, Nick
Faldo and David Duval also missed the cut.

Only four players broke 70 - Westwood,
South African Charl Schwartzel (68),
American Kyle Stanley (69) and Briton Paul
Lawrie (69).—Reuters

Jimenez takes lead as Tiger 

lurks in Muirfield dogfight

SYLVANIA: Paula Creamer hits her tee shot on the ninth hole during round two of the
Marathon Classic. —AFP

SYDNEY: Danny Welbeck and Jesse Lingard
scored doubles as Manchester United hit form
on their Asian pre-season tour with a 5-1 win
over Australia’s A-League All Stars in Sydney yes-
terday. English champions United shrugged off
speculation over Wayne Rooney’s playing future
at Old Trafford in a commanding display-Dutch
ace Robin van Persie added the icing with
United’s fifth goal minutes from full-time after
coming on as a second-half substitute. 

It was David Moyes’ first win in charge since
taking over from Alex Ferguson at the end of last
season. Moyes’ reign at Manchester United
began with an embarrassing upset when the
Premier League champions slumped to a 1-0
defeat against Thailand’s Singha All Star XI in
Bangkok last Saturday, but there was no repeat
at Sydney’s Olympic stadium.

“It was a good performance and maybe we
could have got a few more goals,” Moyes said.
“We hit the post as well and there were one or
two other incidents.

“It was a good game for us and we stepped
up. I thought we looked a bit fitter tonight, a bit
more ready and the temperature tonight suited
us a wee bit more than it had done in Thailand.

“To get Robin (van Persie) back on and get
him started was good, but I think it was impres-
sive that Danny got a couple of goals. I said to
him that on another night he might have scored
four or five goals.” United dominated possession,
with Michael Carrick and Tom Cleverley control-
ling the midfield and the team’s pace and con-
cise passing had the All Stars under constant
pressure.

United had a couple of early chances before
they went ahead in the 11th minute when
Welbeck played in Lingard, who finished clinical-
ly past the exposed Covic.

Such was the pressure on the home defence
that United soon doubled their lead when
Lingard combined with veteran Ryan Giggs, who
deftly set up Welbeck to finish sweetly for a 2-0
lead in the 34th minute.

All Stars defender Michael Beauchamp made
a last-ditch tackle to deny Wilfried Zaha and
nearing half-time Welbeck got in behind the

defence, but Covic blocked his shot with his feet.
Michael Keane, who came on for Rio

Ferdinand at half-time, gave Albanian striker
Besart Berisha enough room to fire past the div-
ing Anders Lindegaard for the All Stars’ only goal
in the 52nd minute.

But United’s response was swift three min-
utes later when Giggs played in the impressive
Lingard, who scored his second goal of the night
with a thumping drive into the top right corner
for 3-1.

“Jesse played well tonight and I was hoping
he might have got a hat-trick because for a
youngster to get that at Manchester United is a
big thing,” Moyes said.

“His performance was very good and he set
Robin up for his goal as well with a nicely
weighted pass. Not only did he play well but he
worked really hard and showed a lot of maturity.”
Van Persie was greeted with a huge roar when
he came into the match just after the hour for

Giggs. He did not disappoint the capacity crowd
when he scored in the 87th minute after having
his initial shot blocked. The Dutch international
striker was a huge hit at Old Trafford last season
after switching from Arsenal and was the Golden
Boot winner in England’s top flight, scoring a
total of 30 goals in 48 appearances. Van Persie
only joined the team’s pre-season tour this week
in Sydney after missing last weekend’s loss in
Bangkok.

United had an injury scare when skipper
Patrice Evra went down in pain after lunging for
a high ball with Josh Risdon and needed treat-
ment to his left knee before continuing.

Welbeck, a constant attacking threat, raced
through and had his shot cleared off the line
before he scored his second goal and United’s
fourth with a 70th-minute header from a corner.
Manchester United continue their pre-season
tour against Yokohama F. Marinos in Japan on
Tuesday.—AFP

Welbeck, Lingard star 

in Man United victory

SYDNEY: Manchester United’s Danny Welbeck (right) dodges a Foxtel A-League All-stars
defence line during a tour match in Sydney. —AFP

Creamer shares lead
SYLVANIA: Paula Creamer, trying to end a
long title drought on the LPGA Tour, fired a
3-under 68 on Friday to take a share of the
lead after two rounds of the Marathon
Classic.

Creamer 68 followed a first round of 66
to pull even with Alison Walshe and Spain’s
Beatriz Recari at 8-under 134. Creamer won
this event - then known as the Jamie Farr
Classic - in 2008 when she shot a career-
best 11-under 60 in the first round and fol-
lowed up with a 65, then held off all chal-
lengers for a two-shot victory.

With a host of big names bunched high
on the leaderboard through 36 holes this
time around, she knows she can’t put it on
cruise control. But she also feels good
about her chances.

“I have so much confidence out here,
and the fans have been so great over the
years,” said Creamer, who has won nine
times on tour but not since the 2010 US
Women’s Open. “I kind of feel like I have a
little extra bonus with them in my back
pocket.”

Recari, who picked up her second career
tour win earlier this year, had the day’s low
round with a 65. She climbed from a tie for
19th after opening with a 69.

She had made the cut in 46 consecutive
tournaments before shooting an 81 in the
opening round and missing out on the
weekend at the US Women’s Open three
weeks ago.

“I would have loved to continue it and it
was a disappointment not to make it,”
Recari said. “But I’ve had some time to
reflect and I’m actually pleased that it hap-
pened because it was a good lesson that I
had to learn.”

Walshe, the first-round leader after a 65,
hasn’t won in her four years on the LPGA
Tour. But she showed some backbone by
turning things around after bogeying her
first hole on Friday.

“I’m always trying to win, always dream-
ing the dream to win a tournament,” she
said with a grin. “I’m really pleased with my
game, so I think it can happen. I step up to
the tee every week right now and I’m pretty
confident. It ’s pretty nice to have two
rounds and be in contention.”

Jacqui Concolino followed a 67 with a
68 and was alone in fourth, a shot back. The
pack at 6 under included the world’s top-
ranked pro, Inbee Park and top-ranked
amateur, Lydia Ko. They were joined by
Chie Arimura (67).

Park is the hottest commodity in the
LPGA these days, with six wins already -
including the first three major champi-
onships - this year. She had won her last
three starts before finishing 14th last week.

“It was a tough day. I just grinded for
pars,” she said after finishing off a 69 in heat
and high humidity at Highland Meadows
Golf Club. “The last two birdies (on the par-
5 17th and 18th holes) felt like heaven.”

Ko also birdied her final two holes to
polish off a 67. The 16-year-old South
Korean-born New Zealander, is in prime
position to make a run at her second victo-
ry on the LPGA Tour. She was the youngest
player ever to win a tour event last year at
the age of 15 at the Canadian Women’s
Open, shortly after winning the US
Women’s Amateur. Defending champion So
Yeon Ryu (69), rising American star Lexi
Thompson (71) and Jodi Ewart Shadoff (68)
were all at 5 under.—AP

Stankowski looks for third win, 16 years on

MADISON: Thunderstorms continued to play
havoc on the PGA Tour Sanderson Farms
Championship on Friday, where blast-from-
the-past 43-year-old Paul Stankowski sits part
of a six-way tie on top of the leaderboard in
the incomplete second round.

Just five days from Jordan Spieth becom-
ing the first teenager to win since 1931,
Stankowski struck a blow for the older gener-
ations at Annandale Golf Club in Madison,
Mississippi with a second round four-under 68
moving him to 10-under 134.

Forced to complete delayed first round
play (66) before heading straight back out for
round two, he shares the lead with fellow
Americans Vaughn Taylor (67-67), Kyle Reifers
(65-69), Troy Matteson (67-67) and overnight
leader Daniel Summerhays (63, one-under

through eight holes) plus Argentine Fabian
Gomez, who sizzled with a second round 64, a
career low, after a 70 in round one.

Americans Chris Riley (67-68) and Jim
Herman (66-69) plus Canadian Brad Fritsch
(66-69) and Australian Steven Bowditch (67-
68) sit just a shot off the pace at nine-under
par, part of a stacked leaderboard featuring
35 players within four shots of the lead.

After storm delays on Thursday, another
delay Friday ensured 59 players were still to
complete their second rounds when darkness
stopped play.

Stankowski, a two-time winner in the
1990s, hasn’t featured heavily on the top
stage for years with just two top 10 finishes
since 2005, both in 2010.

Playing out of the Past Champion category,

the California native is making just his first
start of 2013 after playing on the web.com
Tour where he has made just three cuts in
eight starts.

Should he win today, Stankowski would
hold the distinction of having the longest gap
between wins — 16 years, 5 months and 5
days.

Currently, Robert Gamez holds the record
with a time span of 15 years, six months. “I
watch a lot of golf and everybody who plays
well makes putts and I haven’t really made
any putts-for 10 years,” Stankowski said after
draining a 50-foot eagle putt on the last. “So
it’s kind of nice to make some putts and join
the party. That was good. “I know it’s in me.
We’re halfway home and anything can hap-
pen.”—Reuters

HAMBURG: Former world number one Roger
Federer was stunned by Argentine qualifier
Federico Delbonis in the ATP Hamburg clay-
court semi-finals yesterday.

The Swiss record 17-time Grand Slam winner
went down 7-6 (9/7), 7-6 (7/4) to the world
number 114. Delbonis will play Fabio Fognini in
today’s final after the Italian 12th seed reached
his first ATP final by beating Spain’s Nicolas
Almagro 6-4, 7-6 (7/1).

Meanwhile, on Friday, Federer needed just
under two hours to see off Germany’s Florian
Mayer in three-sets to reach the semi-finals of
the Hamburg claycourt tournament.

The Swiss top seed, playing his first tourna-
ment since his shock second-round exit at
Wimbledon, dug deep to claim the third set for
a 7-6 (7/4), 3-6, 7-5 quarter-final victory.

Mayer,  45th in the world compared to
Federer’s fifth ranking, fired down six aces,
three times more than the Swiss star,  but
Federer was strong where it counted, saving
three of the five break points he faced in the
third set.  “I t  was extremely difficult,” said
Federer. 

“I started really well. I thought we were both
hitting the ball well in the first set and not giv-
ing each other that many chances. It went
down to the wire.  “I’m happy I played a good
tie-break. I should have been up early with a
break in the second set; he got me there. It was
a bit of a rollercoaster till the very end of the
match. Just had to tough it out.

“The conditions were cold and heavy, the
clay was heavy. So, it was different than we had
expected at the beginning of the day when we

thought we would play at 5:15pm. I have to say
that I really enjoyed the match. It was a tough
match and Florian fought hard.”

Federer has a 32-4 event record in Hamburg,
where he won the title in 2002, 2004-05 and
2007, then finished runner-up in 2008 to Rafael
Nadal. The Swiss star will now face Argentinian
qualifier Federico Delbonis in Saturday’s semi-
finals.

German second-seed Tommy Haas made a
quarter-final exit when he lost in straight sets,
6-2, 6-4, to Italian 12th-seed Fabio Fognini, who
claimed his f irst  ATP tournament win at
Stuttgart last week. Fognini, who had also beat-
en Haas in the last-eight at Stuttgart, will play
third-seed Spaniard Nicolas Almagro, who beat
fifth-seed Juan Monaco of Argentina 4-6, 6-0, 6-
3 in just under two hours.—AFP

HAMBURG: Argentina’s Federico Delbonis celebrates his victory during the semifi-
nal match against Switzerland’s Rorger Federer at the 2013 International German
Open. —AFP

Argentine qualifier stuns Federer
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Sri Lanka:
U. Tharanga b Morkel 43
T. Dilshan b Morris 10
K. Sangakkara c Duminy b Phangiso 69
M. Jayawardene c Ingram b Morkel 42
L. Thirimanne c Peterson b McLaren 17
T. Perera not out 16
D. Chandimal not out 1
Extras: (b1, lb5, nb1, w15) 22
Total (for five wickets, 50 overs) 320
Fall of wickets: 1-23 (Dilshan), 2-93 (Tharanga),
3-167 (Jayawardene), 4-290 (Thirimanne), 5-
303 (Sangakkara)
Bowling: Morkel 10-2-34-2 (w4), Morris 9-0-80-
1 (w6), McLaren 10-0-69-1 (nb1, w2), Peterson
5-0-30-0, Duminy 7-0-51-0 (w2), Phangiso 9-0-
50-1 (w1)

South Africa:
C. Ingram b Malinga 0

A. Petersen c Sangakkara b Perera 29
JP Duminy c Sangakkara b Eranga 15
AB de Villiers b Herath 23
F. du Plessis c Chandimal b Perera 4
D. Miller b Dilshan 14
R. Peterson c Tharanga b Perera 29
R. McLaren c Perera b Dilshan 4
M. Morkel c Thirimanne b Herath 0
C. Morris not out 9
A. Phangiso st Sangakkara b Herath 0
Extras: (b4, lb7, w2) 13
Total (all out, 31.5 overs) 140
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Ingram), 2-29 (Duminy), 3-
73 (de Villiers), 4-75 (Petersen), 5-82 (du
Plessis), 6-103 (Miller), 7-119 (McLaren), 8-138
(Peterson), 9-138 (Morkel), 10-140 (Phangiso).
Bowling: Malinga 4-1-21-1, Eranga 5-0-27-1,
Perera 7-0-31-3 (w1), Herath 8.5-1-25-3 (w1),
Dilshan 5-0-11-2, Mubarak 2-0-14-0
Result: Sri Lanka won by 180 runs

COLOMBO: Full scoreboard of the first one-day international between Sri Lanka and South Africa
at the Premadasa stadium in Colombo yesterday:

SCOREBOARD

LONDON: Joe Root’s unbeaten 178 left
Australia needing to make cricket history if
they were to prevent England going 2-0 up
with three to play in the Ashes.

England were 333 for five in their second
innings, a colossal lead of 566 runs, at stumps
on the third day of the second Test at Lord’s
yesterday.

Root’s century, the second of his eight-
match Test career, was exactly the kind of
large or ‘daddy hundred’ so beloved of
England batting coach and former Test open-
er Graham Gooch.

Ashes-holders England lost just two wick-
ets in a near-ideal day for the hosts and, with
so much time left in the match, the lack of a
declaration from captain Alastair Cook was no
surprise.

Long before yesterday’s close, Australia
needed to surpass the world record fourth
innings winning total of 418 for seven made
by the West Indies against them at St John’s
in 2002/03 if they were to cause a stunning
upset.

Given Australia were bowled out for just
128 in their first innings, their prospects were
decidedly unpromising. This was the 22-year-
old Root’s first Test hundred as an opener
after the Yorkshireman made 104 against
New Zealand as a middle-order batsman on
his Headingley home ground in May. 

That century, in a match in which then Test
opener Nick Compton struggled, persuaded
England to promote Root to the top of the
order, where he bats for Yorkshire.

The selectors’ confidence in Root’s tem-
perament and ability was justified by an
innings spanning 110 overs and nearly eight
hours at the crease that was a lesson in Test-
match batting to Australia’s fallible top order.

Importantly, Root was not fazed by watch-
ing England collapse to 30 for three on Friday
as Peter Siddle’s treble strike gave Australia a
glimmer of hope.

Together with Yorkshire colleague Tim
Bresnan, who made an admirable 38 as night-
watchman, he put on 99 before sharing a
fifth-wicket stand of 153 with first-innings
century-maker Ian Bell (74).

Jonny Bairstow, another Yorkshireman,
was 11 not out at stumps after helping Root
add an unbroken 51 for the sixth wicket.

England, 1-0 up in the five-match series
after last week’s 14-run victory at Trent
Bridge, resumed yesterday on 31 for three,
already 264 runs in front.

Root, 18 not out overnight, eased the first
ball, from Siddle, through midwicket for four.
After two days of blazing sunshine, conditions

were overcast for the first time and offering a
hint of swing.

Root, however, drove James Pattinson
through the covers for four. And when Root
reached 70, he became the first batsman this
English season to score 1,000 first-class runs.

Bresnan batted solidly for more than three
hours until he pulled a Pattinson bouncer
straight to Chris Rogers in front of square.

In a series already full of Decision Review
System controversies, there was one more
added yesterday when Bell, on three, edged
Ryan Harris low towards Steven Smith at gul-
ly.

Smith appealed immediately for a catch
but, with the umpires and Bell uncertain, the
decision was passed to third umpire Tony Hill.
As is often the case, replays were inconclusive
and the verdict went Bell’s way. At tea, Root
was 97 not out.

But he betrayed no sign of the nervous 90s
and soon after the interval cut teenage left-
arm spinner Ashton Agar for his 12th four to
complete a chanceless 247-ball hundred.
Root, in a perfectly paced innings, then upped
the tempo with a succession of stylish bound-
aries.

Bell fell when he pulled Smith straight to
Rogers at midwicket but Root put the leg-
spinner in his place by pulling him for two six-
es in three balls. —AFP

England in driver’s seat

LONDON: England’s Joe Root (right) acknowledges the crowd as he leaves the field after
scoring 178 not out on the third day of the second Ashes cricket Test match against
England. —AFP

England 2nd Innings (overnight: 31-3)
A. Cook b Siddle 8
J. Root not out 178
J. Trott b Siddle 0
K. Pietersen c Rogers b Siddle 5
T. Bresnan c Rogers b Pattinson 38
I. Bell c Rogers b Smith 74
J. Bairstow not out 11
Extras (b11, lb8) 19
Total (5 wkts, 110 overs, 452 mins) 333
Fall of wickets: 1-22 (Cook), 2-22 (Trott), 3-30
(Pietersen), 4-129 (Bresnan), 5-282 (Bell)
To bat: M Prior, S Broad, G Swann, J Anderson 
Bowling: Harris 16-4-28-0; Watson 12-5-25-0;
Siddle 21-6-65-3; Pattinson 20-8-42-1; Smith 14-0-
65-1; Agar 27-4-89-0.
Match position: England lead Australia by 566
runs with five second innings  wickets standing. 

LONDON: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of
the second Ashes Test between England and
Australia at Lord’s yesterday:

England 1st Innings 361 (I Bell 109, J Bairstow 67, J
Trott 58; R Harris 5-72, S Smith 3-18) 

Australia 1st Innings 128 (G Swann 5-44)

SCOREBOARD

Pakistan innings
Ahmed Shehzad c Roach b Holder 17
Nasir Jamshed c Roach b Sammy 20
Mohammad Hafeez c Sammy b DJ Bravo 14
Misbah-ul-Haq b DJ Bravo 75
Haris Sohail c Pollard b Roach 26
Umar Akmal not out 40
Shahid Afridi c Narine b Holder 1
Wahab Riaz not out 19
Extras (lb-6, w-11) 17 
Total (for six wickets, 50 overs) 229
Did not bat: Junaid Khan, Saeed Ajmal, Mohammad Irfan 
Fall of wickets: 1-39, 2-39, 3-92, 4-152, 5-174, 6-177
Bowling: Roach 10-1-35-1, Holder 10-0-40-2 (w3), Sammy 10-

0-30-1, Narine 9-0-55-0 (w2), DJ Bravo 7-0-50-2 (w1), Samuels
3-1-4-0, Pollard 1-0-9-0 (w1)

West Indies innings
Chris Gayle b Junaid Khan 8
Johnson Charles c Umar Akmal b Mohammad Irfan 6
Darren Bravo c Mohammad Hafeez b Wahab Riaz 17
Marlon Samuels c Umar Akmal b Mohammad Irfan 46
Lendl Simmonds c Ahmed Shehzad b Saeed Ajmal 75
Dwayne Bravo b Saeed Ajmal 13
Kieron Pollard b Junaid Khan 0
Darren Sammy c Mohammad Hafeez b Junaid Khan 10
Kemar Roach not out 6
Sunil Narine b Saeed Ajmal 14
Jason Holder not out 19
Extras (b-1, lb-2, w-12) 15
Total (for nine wickets, 50 overs) 229
Fall of wickets: 1-13, 2-16, 3-50, 4-141, 5-178, 6-179, 7-184, 8-

191, 9-205
Bowling: Mohammad Irfan 10-0-34-2 (w2), Junaid Khan 10-1-

54-3 (w5), Wahab Riaz 10-1-63-1 (w2), Mohammad Hafeez 6-0-
16-0 (w1), Shahid Afridi 4-0-23-0 (w1), Saeed Ajmal 10-1-36-3
(w1).
Result: The match was tied.

Scoreboard from the third one-day international between West
Indies and Pakistan at Beausejour Stadium in St Lucia on Friday.

SCOREBOARD

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan batsman Kumar Sangakkara plays a shot during the first
One Day International (ODI) match between Sri Lanka and South Africa at the R
Premadasa Stadium. —AFP

COLOMBO: Kumar Sangakkara smashed his
highest one-day score of 169 off 137 balls as
Sri Lanka thrashed South Africa by 180 runs in
the first one-day international in Colombo
yesterday.

The veteran left-hander’s 16th one-day
century steered Sri Lanka to a commanding
320-5 after the hosts were sent in to bat in
the day-night game at the Premadasa stadi-
um. South Africa were shot out for 140 in
reply, the innings lasting just 31.5 overs, to
leave Sri Lanka with a 1-0 lead in the five-
match series.

Thirty-five-year-old Sangakkara chippped
in with two catches and a stumping, earning
him the man of the match award, as Rangana
Herath and Thisara Perera picked up three
wickets each. Sangakkara celebrated his
350th one-day match by surpassing his previ-
ous best score of 138 not out, against India in
2005, after Tillakaratne Dilshan fell cheaply in
the fourth over.

Sangakkara put on 70 for the second wick-
et with opener Upul Tharanga (43), 74 for the
third with Mahela Jayawardene (42) and 123
for the fourth in which Lahiru Thirimanne’s
contribution was just 17.

He finally holed out in the deep in the

penultimate over of the innings, after 18
boundaries and six sixes. Fast bowler Morne
Morkel, who recovered in time from a thigh
injury to play the match, was South Africa’s
most impressive bowler with 2-34 from his 10
overs. But the inexperience of the depleted
touring squad told in the end as the Sri
Lankans batted fluently and bowled a steady
line on the slow pitch.

South Africa are without three frontline
players-fast bowler Dale Steyn, all-rounder
Jacques Kallis and former captain Graeme
Smith-for the tour which also includes three
Twenty20 matches.

The tourists also missed premier batsman
Hashim Amla, who was unavailable for the
first match due to a strained neck.

South Africa made the worst possible start
when Colin Ingram was bowled off the first
ball of the innings by sling-arm fast bowler
Lasith Malinga. Skipper AB de Villiers and
Alviro Petersen added 44 for the third wicket
to lift the total to 73-2 when both batsmen
fell in successive overs. Wickets continued to
tumble at regular intervals, leaving Petersen
and Robin Peterson as the top-scorers with
29 each.  The second match will be played at
the same venue on Tuesday.—AFP

Sangakkara blitz
helps Sri Lanka 
crush S Africa

GROS ISLET: Pakistan wicketkeeper Umar
Akmal missed a run-out opportunity and
the West Indies last-wicket pair of Kemar
Roach and Jason Holder scrambled two
runs off the final ball to tie the third one-
day international Friday. 

Responding to the tourists’ total of 229
for six, and requiring 15 off the final over to
win, Holder smashed a four and a six over
cover off medium-pacer Wahab Riaz to
keep the home side’s unlikely prospects
alive, resulting in the last ball drama that
leaves the series level at 1-1 going into the
fourth match at the same venue today.

West Indies middle-order batsman
Lendl Simmons and Pakistan captain
Misbah-ul-Haq, the joint top-scorers with
75 runs each in the thrilling encounter, also
shared the Man of the Match award.

However, Misbah found it difficult to
accept how his team could not have won
the match after reducing the Caribbean
side to 205 for nine in the 49th over. “It’s
really, really disappointing, but I have to
say the way Holder played at the end he
took the game away from us,” said an
incredulous Misbah. 

“In that last over there were too many
full deliveries to the tailenders, but hats off
to them, they played well.” In his usual
calm, unruffled manner, Misbah had com-
piled his runs to steady the Pakistan
innings after the early loss of both openers
while Akmal swatted an unbeaten 40 off 31
deliveries, dominating an unbroken sev-
enth-wicket partnership of 52 off 26 balls
with Wahab (19 not out) to give the tourists
a fighting chance on a pitch offering con-
siderably more pace and bounce than for
the first two ODIs in Guyana.

Holder and Dwayne Bravo took two
wickets apiece but skipper Bravo’s decision
to persist with himself in the final overs
proved costly, his last three overs being

plastered for 40 runs. 
It was a bewildering decision given that

Marlon Samuels had bowled only three
overs in conceding just four runs and was
not utilised at the end.

“This was a match we should have won
after the bowlers had done such a good
job,” a disappointed Bravo insisted. “Once
again the batting let us down. It should
never have gotten down to the bowlers
having to save us.”

Pakistan’s left-arm seamers made early
inroads into the West Indies batting line-up
and it took Simmons’ effort together with a
painstaking 46 from Samuels go keep the
home side within reach of the target. 

However, with spinner Saeed Ajmal tak-
ing three wickets in the space of two overs
and Junaid Khan joining in with two scalps
himself, the West Indies looked to have frit-
tered away their opportunity in losing five
wickets for 27 runs.

Big-hitting from Sunil Narine during a
very brief cameo revived flagging hopes
and then it came down to that decisive
final over as the senior members of the
Pakistan squad deliberated with their cap-
tain over who should bowl the final over.

Choosing Wahab was always going to
be a gamble, as he had already conceded
the most expensive over of the innings
when belted for 15 runs during the batting
powerplay.

Maintaining a full length gave Holder
the opportunity to smash the telling
boundaries after a couple of singles, leav-
ing three runs for victory and two to tie off
the final ball.

A sliced drive to third-man guaranteed
at least one but he should have been run
out by at least half the length of the pitch
in coming back for the second tying run,
only for Akmal to fail  to collect the
return.—AFP

Windies, Pakistan 
tie third one-dayer

GROS ISLET: West Indies batsman Lendl Simmons
pulls on his way to 75 runs during the 3rd ODI West
Indies against  Pakistan . —AFP

FRANCE: Britain’s Chris Froome virtually
secured overall victory in the 100th Tour de
France yesterday after a 20th and penulti-
mate stage won by Colombian climbing
specialist Nairo Quintana.

Ahead of Sunday’s final stage from
Versailles to Paris, which is usually only dis-
puted by the spinters, Froome defended
his significant overnight lead over his rivals
on the final day in the mountains.

“I think in terms of the general classifica-
tion we can say it’s done,” said the Kenyan-
born Briton, who will succeed compatriot
and teammate Bradley Wiggins as the race
champion. “Tomorrow will be a day for the
sprinters on the Champs Elysees, and that
suits me fine.” Spain’s Alberto Contador,
second overnight at 5min 11sec, fell off the
pace early on the final 10.3 km climb to
Annecy-Semnoz.

His inability to follow the pace left
Froome, Quintana and Joaquim Rodriguez
to forge on ahead and dispute the stage
victory. Froome, the winner of three stages
already in this edition, tested both his rivals
with a short burst of acceleration 8.4 km
from the finish with but the Team Sky

leader could not respond when Quintana
pulled ahead with two kilometres to race.

“It was still a very hard stage today,”
added Froome. “Especially the final climb,
Rodriguez and Quintana didn’t make it
easy for me.”

Quintana crossed the finish line alone in
triumph to claim his maiden stage win on
his race debut, moving him up to second
overall at 5:03 behind Froome a day before
the final in Paris.

Rodriguez came over the line 17sec
adrift, but despite missing out on victory,
the Katusha team leader’s efforts moved
him up to third overall at 5:47.

As well as virtually securing Colombia’s
first runner-up spot on the race, 25 years
after Fabio Parra’s third place finish in 1988,
Quintana secured the King of the
Mountains’ polka dot jersey as well as the
white jersey for the best young rider.

“It’s amazing to achieve this but a lot of
it comes down to the work of the team,”
said Quintana. “We wanted to finish the
race with a stage win for me and I knew
today I had a chance to finish second over-
all.”—AFP

NDOLA: Early and late goals from free-
kicks gave Zambia the Cosafa Cup yester-
day with a 2-0 win over holders
Zimbabwe. Promoted Alex N’gonga
scored after four minutes and substitute
Kabaso Chongo sealed success two min-
utes into stoppage time in the Zambian
mining city of Ndola.

But the scoreline was cruel to
Zimbabwe, who won far more possession
only to be foiled by some great goalkeep-
ing from Danny Munyau and their own
poor finishing.

It  was the fourth southern African
national team championship title for
Zambia, matching Zimbabwe’s record.
And France-born Zambia coach Herve
Renard got the revenge he craved for
2005 and 2009 final defeats by Zimbabwe.

It was his second trophy in charge of
the Chipolopolo (Copper Bullets), having
defied the odds to win the 2012 Africa
Cup of Nations in Gabon.

N’gonga, elevated to the starting line-
up after making a big impact when he
came on against South Africa in the semi-
finals, struck on four minutes.

The position of the free-kick — 25
metres out near the touchline-hardly spelt
danger to Zimbabwe. But as the kick flew
goalwards, the defensive wall pushed for-
ward and the ball bounced once before
flying over Maxwell Nyamupangedengu
into the corner.

A wonderful start for the hosts almost
got even better on the quarter-hour mark
when a Bornwell Mwape back-header
rebounded off the crossbar.

Zimbabwe slowed gained the ascen-
dancy and a purple patch midway
through the opening half came close to
delivering an equaliser.

Tendai Ndoro headed wide from close
range, Munyau acrobatically tipped away
a Last Chibwiro drive, and an Eric Chipeta
header off a corner flew just over.—AFP

Zambia clinches Cosafa Cup

Froome secures yellow, 
Quintana wins stage 20

FRANCE: Best young’s white jersey Colombia’s Nairo Quintana celebrates as he
crosses the finish line at the end of the 125 km twentieth stage of the 100th edi-
tion of the Tour de France cycling race. —AFP



MONACO: Justin Gatlin of the United States proved that he will be the toughest rival for
Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt at next month’s world championships by running 9.94 seconds
to win the 100 meters at the Herculis meeting on Friday.

Gatlin held off a challenge from fellow countryman Dentarius Locke, who finished 0.02
seconds back. French champion Jimmy Vicaut took third in 9.99.

Amantle Montsho of Botswana, Vitezslav Vesely of the Czech Republic, along with
Kenyans Asbel Kiprop and Edwin Cheruiyot Soi meanwhile set world-leading marks in the
10th leg of the Diamond League circuit. World champion Montsho ran the women’s fastest
400 this season in 49.33. European champion Vesely threw 87.68 in the men’s javelin. Kiprop
clocked 3:27.72 to beat Mo Farah of Britain in the men’s 1,500. And Soi ran 12:51.34 in the
men’s 5,000.

In his first competition back from a hamstring injury, Gatlin had enough power to lead a
U.S. team to victory in the 4x100 relay with a time of 37.58 before winning the 100.

“It was my first race back from injury. So it felt good to go out there,” Gatlin said. “With my
injury, it hindered me from training the way I need to train to beat the times I need to beat.
So I have a couple more weeks to get ready.”

Gatlin was not disappointed by his time, 0.19 second shy of American sprinter Tyson
Gay’s world-leading time. Gay pulled out from the Herculis meet and the worlds after being
notified last week by the US Anti-Doping Agency of a positive test for a banned substance.

Gatlin is the only sprinter who has beaten Bolt this year. The 2004 Olympic champion and
2005 world champion edged Bolt by 0.01 second in Rome last month.

Olympic runner-up Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce of Jamaica and American sprinter Carmelita
Jeter got the media’s attention on Thursday for abruptly walking out of a news conference in
reaction to a question relating to doping by other athletes from their countries.

But they failed to shine in the women’s 200, won by Murielle Ahoure of the Ivory Coast in
22.24. Fraser-Pryce came third in 22.28 while Jeter did not start the race.

World champion Kiprop entered the final lap of the 1,500 with the lead and broke away
in the final curve. Farah came second in 3:28.81 to break the European record previously
held by Spaniard Fermin Camacho since 1997.

“I’m excited that Mo Farah ran 3:28,” Kiprop said. “It is unbelievable. It shows the kind of
determination and speed that he has. I believe he’s capable of even running a world record
in the 5,000.” Farah, who won the 5,000 and 10,000 at the London Games, was running his
first 1,500 this season to work on his speed ahead of the worlds. His previous fastest time
was 3:33.98 set in Monaco four years ago.

“I did not expect the pace to be this quick,” Farah said. “I know I could run 3:30, but to
break the national record is awesome. It’s a record that stood for a while, it was also a world
record once.”

Olympic runner-up Leonel Manzano of the United States finished a distant 13th, more
than 16 seconds off the pace.

Montsho beat Jamaica’s Stephanie McPherson by 0.59 second to take the women’s 400
and leapfrog Antonina Krivoshapka for the world-leading time. Francena McCorory of the
United States ran a personal best in 49.96 to finish third. Vesely outclassed his rivals in the
javelin, with Dmitriy Tarabin of Russia throwing 84.33 to finish second. Former Olympic
champion Andreas Thorkildsen of Norway completed the podium with a 83.71 mark.

In the women’s 100 hurdles, Sally Pearson of Australia is still short of fitness three weeks
before the worlds. The Olympic and world champion wound up fifth in a race won by Queen
Harrison of the United States in 12.64. Pearson had a season hampered by a hamstring
injury, losing also in Birmingham, Lausanne (Switzerland) and Sotteville (France).

Jehue Gordon of Trinidad and Tobago won the 400 hurdles by stunning Olympic cham-
pion Felix Sanchez of the Dominican Republic and former world champion Kerron Clement
of the United States.

Gordon ran 48.00, just 0.04 shy of the world-leading time set by Olympic runner-up
Michael Tinsley at the US trials last month. Sanchez and Clement finished respectively sixth
and seventh.

American Brigetta Barrett leaped 2.01 in the women’s high jump to beat by three cen-
timeters Olympic champion Anna Chicherova of Russia and two-time world champion
Blanka Vlasic of Croatia. The next Diamond League event is the Sainsbury’s Anniversary
Games in London on July 26-27. The worlds in Moscow start on Aug. 10. — AP
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SPAIN: Oussama Mellouli from Tunisia reacts as he wins the men’s 5km open water swim competition at the FINA Swimming World Championships. — AP

BARCELONA: When Olympic champion
Oussama Mellouli decided to accelerate dur-
ing the 5-kilometer open water race at the
world swimming championships yesterday,
the race was effectively over for his rivals. The
Tunisian surged ahead as soon as he got with-
in the ropes outlining the finish area.

Meanwhile, American Haley Danita won a
photo-finish to claim gold in the women’s 5km
open water event at the World Swimming
Championships.

The Olympic silver medallist pipped
Brazilian Poliana Okimoto by just two tenths
of a second with Ana Marcela Cunha, the cur-
rent 25km world champion, also from Brazil,
third.

“I was hoping they wouldn’t stay with me,”
Mellouli said. “Once I put the jets on I was able
to take off, finish the race and take the win.” As
easy as that.

Mellouli clocked 53 minutes, 30.4 seconds.
Eric Hedlin of Canada took silver, 1.2 seconds
behind, and five-time world champion
Thomas Lurz of Germany finished third, 1.8
back.

Including the open water worlds, Lurz had
won the 5K title seven consecutive times but
he couldn’t match Mellouli’s sprinting.

“It’s OK, I’m 33 years old and I started work-
ing again in January,” Lurz said. “I knew in the
last 50 meters I would not win. (Mellouli)
swims the 100 free five seconds faster than me
or more. This is the problem.” Mellouli won the
10K and took bronze in the 1,500-meter
freestyle at last year ’s London Games to
become the first swimmer to win medals in
both the pool and open water at the same
Olympics. And he won the 1,500 at the 2008
Beijing Games.

The 29-year-old Mellouli had planned to

retire after the London Games but he changed
his mind a couple of months later, and only
began training again six months ago.

“This year was supposed to be a year off for
me,” he said. “So to come back here after a sol-
id two months of training and to be on top of
the world is quite exciting for me.”

If there were questions over his form ahead
of this race, Mellouli is now clearly the favorite
for tomorrow’s 10K. “I’m just going to cele-
brate the 5K and worry about the 10 after a
day off tomorrow,” he said. “It’s definitely a
boost of confidence. It doesn’t hurt to win the
5K going into the 10K, that’s for sure.” Mellouli
is also entered in three pool events - the 400,
800 and 1,500 free - but won’t decide on those
races until after the open water events. He
trains at the University of Southern California
with women’s 5K winner Haley Anderson of
the United States.

“It’s a great job for the Trojans today,” he
said, thanking his American coaches Catherine
Vogt, Jon Urbanchek and Dave Salo. “It’s an
awesome group.”

Mellouli also attended an altitude training
camp with Michael Phelps’ former coach, Bob
Bowman, in Colorado Springs, Colorado, six
weeks ago.

While Mellouli had criticized the water as
dirty in training earlier in the week following a
rainstorm that appeared to spread pollution,
he had no complaints after winning.
“Conditions were great,” he said. “The water
cleaned up a lot. I’m really happy with the ven-
ue.” Midway through the race, Fernando
Sevilla Garcia of Mexico was disqualified for
failing to swim around a buoy.

The race took place in ideal sunny condi-
tions, with the water 24 degrees Celsius (75
Fahrenheit) and the air temperature about 30

Celsius (86 Fahrenheit). With the course right
along the docks, fans watching from the shore
had a great view.

Meanwhile, Gwangju, South Korea, was
Friday chosen to host the swimming world
championships in 2019 with Budapest to
stage the event in 2021, the International
Swimming Federation (FINA) announced.

“ The presentation of both cities was
extraordinary,” said FINA chairman Julio Cesar
Maglione, who made the announcement in
this year’s host city of Barcelona. Russian city
Kazan will host the next championships in
2015 with Mexico to stage the following tour-
nament in 2017. Gwangju mayor Kang Un-tae
and Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban
were on hand to hear their cities had been
chosen. Gwangju will be the third Asian city to
host the event after Fukuoka, Japan, in 2001,
and Shanghai in 2011. — Agencies

Mellouli takes 5K world title

BARCELONA: China’s Wu Minxia and Shi Tingmao won the first div-
ing gold medal at the world championships yesterday, earning Wu a
record sixth world title in the women’s 3-meter synchronized spring-
board. The pair’s almost flawless execution of all five dives framed by
the dramatic backdrop of Barcelona’s skyline gave them the top total
score of 338.40 points.

Italy’s Tania Cagnotto and Francesca Dallape claimed silver with
307.80, while Canada’s Emilie Heymans and Jennifer Abel took
bronze with 292.08.

Wu has dominated this event for more than a decade. She has
won nine world or Olympic gold medals in the 3-meter synchronized
springboard. The only major title to escape her was the 2005 world
championship when she didn’t compete in the event.

This was Wu’s first major competition with Shi, who won gold in
the 1-meter springboard at the 2011 worlds. Cagnotto and Dallape,
who just missed the podium in London last summer by finishing
fourth, got a slim early lead on the Chinese in the first round when
they both performed a forward pike.

But Wu and Shi went ahead with the next dive and effectively
decided the title with an inward two-and-a-half somersault pike on
their third effort. They poured it on by getting a finals-best 78.30
points with a reverse pike with two-and-a-half somersaults with a
twist thrown in on their fourth try.

Earlier, China’s Li Shixin topped the preliminaries in the men’s 1-
meter springboard. Li, the defending 1-meter springboard champi-
on, led the men’s qualification for tomorrow’s final with 405 points,
but a poor last dive let France’s Matthieu Rosset finish only 0.5 points
behind.

Li looked ready to end the preliminaries with a commanding
points difference until he missed with a three-and-a-half somersault
pike on the sixth and final dive and barely edged Rosset for the top
spot.

Illya Kvasha of Ukraine was third in qualifying, followed by
Alejandro Chavez of Mexico in fourth and Sebastian Morales of
Colombia in fifth.

American Kristian Ipsen, a bronze medalist from the 2012
Olympics, failed to make the cut of the top 12 divers.—AP

China’s Wu & Shi win 

3-meter synchro gold
Gatlin wins 100m 

at Herculis meet

MONACO: Justin Gatlin of USA reacts after winning the 4x100m relay men at
the Herculis International Athletics Meeting, at the Louis II Stadium. — AP
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MOSCOW: Finance ministers and central bank chiefs pose for a group photo following a meeting of the Group of 20 finance ministers yesterday. — AP 
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MOSCOW: The Group of 20 nations pledged yesterday to put
growth before austerity, seeking to revive a global economy
that “remains too weak” and adjusting stimulus policies with
care so that recovery is not derailed by volatile financial mar-
kets. Finance ministers and central bankers signed off on a
communique that acknowledged the benefits of expansive
policies in the United States and Japan but highlighted the
recession in the euro zone and a slowdown in emerging mar-
kets. “While our policy actions have contributed to contain
downside risks, those still remain elevated,” the statement
said. “There has been an increase in financial market volatility
and a tightening of conditions.” 

Indications that the US Federal Reserve would scale back
its monetary stimulus dominated the two-day talks in
Moscow, with emerging markets most concerned by a result-
ing selloff in stocks and bonds, and a flight to the dollar. Hosts
Russia said G20 policymakers had soft-pedalled on goals to
cut government debt in favour of a focus on growth and how
to exit central bank stimulus with a minimum of turmoil.
“(G20) colleagues have not made the decision to take respon-
sibility to lower the deficits and debts by 2016,” Finance
Minister Anton Siluanov told Reuters. “Some people thought
that first you need to ensure economic growth.” 

While the US recovery is gaining traction, China’s export
motor is sputtering, Japan’s bid to break out of deflation has

not reached escape velocity, and demand in the euro zone is
too weak to sustain a job-creating recovery. Officials backed
an action plan to boost jobs and growth, while rebalancing
global demand and debt, that will be readied for a G20 lead-
ers summit hosted by President Vladimir Putin in September.
“We remain mindful of the risks and unintended negative side
effects of extended periods of monetary easing,” the state-
ment said. “Future changes to monetary policy settings will
continue to be carefully calibrated and clearly communicat-
ed.”

In return for its pledge to ‘message’ its monetary policy
intentions clearly, Washington managed to ensure that the
text contained no binding fiscal targets, saying that consolida-
tion should be “calibrated” to economic conditions. Sources at
the meeting said Germany was less assertive than previously
over commitments to reduce borrowing to follow on from a
deal struck in Toronto in 2010, with the improving US econo-
my adding weight to Washington’s call to focus on growth.
With youth unemployment rates approaching 60 percent in
euro zone strugglers Greece and Spain, the growth versus aus-
terity debate has shifted - reflected in the fact that G20
finance and labour ministers held a joint session on Friday.

The crisis in the euro zone periphery has been exacerbated
by capital outflows, and the communique pledged to move
“decisively” with reforms to create a banking union in Europe

that could revive cross-border lending. “The debate between
growth and austerity seems to have come to an end, as cap-
tured in the G-20’s strong statement on growth and jobs,” a
senior US Treasury official said. “The US chose to pursue
macroeconomic policies that encouraged economic growth
and jobs, with fiscal correction once private demand was
strong enough to be self sustaining. The G-20 has acknowl-
edged the importance of getting this balance right.”

Exchange rates and the threat of competitive devaluations
barely figured, delegates said - in contrast to an ill-tempered
G20 meeting in February coloured by talk of currency wars.
Ben Bernanke’s announcement two months ago that the Fed
may start to wind down its $85 billion in monthly bond pur-
chases sparked a panicky sell-off, particularly in emerging
markets. Investors were calmed by testimony to Congress this
week by Bernanke, who is not in Moscow, although he said
the exit plan from money-printing remained on the cards.

The G20 accounts for 90 percent of the world economy
and two-thirds of its population - many living in the large
emerging economies at greatest risk of a reversal of capital
inflows that have been one of the side effects of the Fed stim-
ulus. “One thing we would like to emphasise is the importance
of coordination,” said Indonesian Finance Minister Chatib
Basri, cautioning that scaling back policies of quantitative eas-
ing elsewhere “immediately affects” emerging markets.

The International Monetary Fund warned that turbulence
on global markets could deepen, while growth could be lower
than expected due to stagnation in the euro zone and slow-
down risks in the developing world. “Global economic condi-
tions remain challenging, growth is too weak, unemployment
is too high and the recovery is too fragile,” Managing Director
Christine Lagarde told reporters. “So more work is needed to
improve this situation.”

China faced calls to encourage domestic demand-driven
growth and allow greater exchange rate flexibility as part of
wider efforts to rebalance the global economy which features
a huge Chinese surplus and matching US deficit. Beijing on
Friday offered an olive branch, removing a floor on the rates
banks can charge clients for loans, which should reduce the
cost of borrowing for companies and households. Yet this
received scant attention at the G20 talks. 

Japan, which holds an upper house election today, in turn
drew criticism for giving little detail on structural reforms
billed as the ‘third arrow’ of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s eco-
nomic turnaround plan, G20 sources said. Finance Minister
Taro Aso said Tokyo would strive to craft a credible fiscal plan
by the time of the September G20 summit. Aso also said he
would go ahead next April with a planned hike in sales taxes,
key to stabilising Japan’s public debt which, at over 200 per-
cent of GDP, is the highest in the G20. — Reuters 

G20 puts growth before austerity 
Communique commits to economic rebalancing, careful steps

NEW YORK: Bulgaria, the United Arab Emirates
and Pakistan. An itinerary for a traveler with a
flair for languages or a list of scenes for a spy
thriller set during the Cold War? Neither. It turns
out they’re among the countries with the best-
performing stock markets in the world this year.
And the success of these so-called frontier mar-
kets, mainly in Asia and Africa, has attracted US
investors eager to find the next set of rapidly
growing countries now that Brazil and other
emerging markets have fallen into a slump.
“These places might scare some people,” says
Russ Koesterich, global chief investment strate-
gist at the money-management giant
BlackRock. “But they’re seeing some of the
fastest growth in the world.” People had a simi-
lar response when investors were dabbling in
emerging markets during the 1990s, Koesterich
says. “Brazil and India - those used to be scary
places, too.”

Unlike the US and Europe or even emerging
markets like China and Brazil, frontier-market
countries are a grab-bag group with little con-
nection to each other. But they have a few
things in common. They’re small, growing
quickly and some, like Kuwait and Qatar, are
rich. Many of them shunned the outside world
for years and are slowly opening their doors to
outside investments. Thanks to rapid economic
growth, the MSCI Frontier Market index has
gained 22 percent over the past 12 months.
That compares with a 3 percent rise for MSCI’s
emerging market index, and 25 percent for the
Standard & Poor’s 500, the benchmark US stock
index.

Investing in frontier markets carries plenty of
dangers. Argentina’s government could decide
to take over more private companies and leave
investors with nothing. The war in Syria could
spill into Lebanon and Jordan, upending their
thriving markets. Cote d’Ivoire, Pakistan and

many of the 37 frontier countries have had
coups, wars and other turmoil over the past two
decades. “Buying into them has to be a long-
term play,” says Jack Ablin, chief investment offi-
cer at BMO Private Bank. “You have to take some
leaps of faith.”

The steady rise of their stock markets has
apparently helped investors put aside their wor-
ries. They’ve dropped money into frontier mar-
ket funds week after week, raising the total to
$3 billion so far this year, according to EPFR
Global, a company which tracks the flow of
investment funds. That’s triple the amount
deposited in them last year and just shy of the
full-year record of $3.07 billion in 2010. Cash has
streamed in so quickly that Franklin Templeton’s
$1.3 billion frontier fund has decided to start
turning away new investors. Its top holdings
include a Romanian oil and gas producer, OMV
Petrom, and a batch of companies from Qatar
and other countries on the Persian Gulf.

Last month, Wells Fargo’s private banking
group, which manages $170 billion in clients’
money, took its first step into the frontier,
pulling a portion of its money out of emerging-
markets like Brazil, China and India and putting
it into countries like Pakistan and Vietnam. A
key reason for the move was that the frontier
markets are largely insulated from problems
plaguing bigger countries, said Sean Lynch, the
global investment strategist for Wells Fargo
Private Bank.

When stock and bond markets in the US and
Europe were rattled by talk that the Federal
Reserve would withdraw some of its support for
the US economy, many countries’ currencies
sank against the dollar. But Lynch noticed that
frontier countries’ currencies held up. Why? As a
group, these less-developed countries aren’t as
tied to the world’s developed economies. Their
industries are growing by selling to customers

at home or nearby. Kenya’s East African
Breweries Ltd., for example, has most of its cus-
tomers in neighboring African countries. “They
really seem impervious to what’s happening on
the main stage,” says Ablin.

The main attraction for investors is the rapid
economic growth. In theory, it should pull many
people in those countries out of poverty, and as
they begin to spend their higher pay on refrig-
erators and mobile phones, local businesses
should flourish. “A lot of them have growing
populations and expanding workforces, and
they don’t just rely on exports of food or oil,”
Lynch says. “Look at Vietnam. They traditionally
exported coffee, seafood and rice. Now they’re
making high-end machinery.”

Not so long ago, these same traits lured
investors to emerging markets. But after more
than a decade of strong economic growth, the
upstarts have slowed.  Brazil, Russia and India
are now closely tied to swings in global markets
as well as to each other. When China’s economy
slows, for instance, it drags down financial mar-
kets in Brazil, which counts China as the top
customer for its exported goods. But if a frontier
market like Ghana ran into trouble, Vietnam and
Kuwait wouldn’t even notice.

As US markets recently turned turbulent
over concerns about the Fed, Ablin watched
one frontier fund, the iShares MSCI Frontier 100,
climb higher day after day. He recently bought
a bunch of shares in the fund for his children

and his BMO investment team is mulling a shift
into frontier funds, too. Still, a frontier market
like Pakistan can leave some investors skittish.
Osama bin Laden hid in Pakistan before he was
killed in a US raid in 2011. The country is often
at loggerheads with neighboring India. And
Pakistan has been the target of US drone strikes
against suspected Islamic militants near the
border with Afghanistan.

Wells Fargo’s Lynch and many others in the
investment world argue that the good news out
of Pakistan is going unnoticed. An election last
month brought Nawaz Sharif to leadership as
prime minister. Sharif is considered pro-busi-
ness and has pledged to take on unemploy-
ment, inflation and corruption. In early July, his
government lined up a $5 billion loan from the
International Monetary Fund. All of that has
helped drive up Pakistan’s stock market 11 per-
cent this month. For the year, it’s up 28 percent.
By contrast, China’s Shanghai Stock Exchange
composite index has lost 10 percent this year,
and Brazil’s Bovespa has dropped 22 percent.

Still, a surging economy can often prove to
be a dud of an investment, says Christian
Deseglise, managing director at HSBC Global
Asset Management. Take China. Over the past
five years, its economy has expanded by more
than 10 percent on average. And over those
same five years, China’s stock market has lost 2
percent. Poorly-managed companies can still
struggle to turn profits even as an improving
economy sends them more customers. “Some
of these countries will have economies that do
well but markets that do poorly, and vice versa,”
Deseglise says. That’s the main reason investors
say they avoid staking too much on a single
frontier country. It’s too easy to imagine some-
thing going wrong. So, investors often buy a lit-
tle of all of them, spreading their bets over
Africa, Europe and Asia. — AP 

Far-flung frontier markets luring more US investors

KARACHI: In this Jan 15, 2013 file photo, Pakistani stock brokers monitor indices at the
Karachi Stock Exchange. — AP 
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EXCHANGE RATES

Bahrain Exchange Company

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

Japanese Yen 2.860
Indian Rupees 4.787
Pakistani Rupees 2.837
Srilankan Rupees 2.171
Nepali Rupees 2.996
Singapore Dollar 227.500
Hongkong Dollar 36.893
Bangladesh Taka 3.668
Philippine Peso 6.600
Thai Baht 9.211
Irani Riyal 0.271
Irani Riyal 0.273

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 76.351
Qatari Riyal 78.670
Omani Riyal 743.670
Bahraini Dinar 760.460
UAE Dirham 77.973

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 40.950
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 40.190
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.336
Tunisian Dinar 173.610
Jordanian Dinar 404.320
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.921
Syrian Lier 3.110
Morocco Dirham 34.275

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 286.200
Euro 378.790
Sterling Pound 439.750
Canadian dollar 277.590
Turkish lira 148.950
Swiss Franc 305.770
Australian Dollar 264.740
US Dollar Buying 285.000

GOLD
20 Gram 246.000
10 Gram 124.000
5 Gram 64.000

COUNTRY                                  SELL CASH SELLDRAFT
Europe

British Pound 0.4250372 0.4340372
Czech Korune 0.0067191 0.0187191
Danish Krone 0.0460965 0.0510965
Euro 0.3687278 0.3762278
Norwegian Krone 0.0431205 0.0483205
Scottish Pound 0.4233250 0.4308250
Swedish Krona 0.0388754 0.0438754
Swiss Franc 0.2970095 0.30440095

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.2524205 0.2644250
New Zealand Dollar 0.2162995 0.2262995
Uganda Shilling 0.0001131 0.0001131

America
Canadian Dollar 0.2671719 0.2761719
Colombian Peso 0.0001456 0.0001636
US Dollars 0.2839000 0.2860500

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.0036280 0.0036830
Cape Vrde Escudo 0.0031738 0.0034038
Chinese Yuan 0.0455824 0.0505824
Eritrea-Nakfa 0.0165367 0.0196367
Guinea Franc 0.0000444 0.0000504
Hg Kong Dollar 0.0343214 0.0374214
Indian Rupee 0.0047554 0.0048204
Indonesian Rupiah 0.0000235 0.0000287
Jamaican Dollars 0.0028594 0.0038594
Japanese Yen 0.0027870 0.0029670
Kenyan Shilling 0.0032158 0.0034458
Malaysian Ringgit 0.0852212 0.0922212
Nepalese Rupee 0.0028580 0.0030580
Pakistan Rupee 0.0028227 0.0028627
Philippine Peso 0.0061371 0.0066071

Sierra Leone 0.0000731 0.0000761
Singapore Dollar 0.2229971 0.2288971
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.0021423 0.0021843
Thai Baht 0.0088113 0.0094113

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.7523266 0.7608266
Egyptian Pound 0.0381900 0.0402200
Ethiopeanbirr 0.0127921 0.0192921
Ghanaian Cedi 0.1454459 0.1472359
Iranian Riyal 0.0000796 0.0000801
Iraqi Dinar 0.0001827 0.0002427
Jordanian Dinar 0.3976897 0.4053897
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.0000000 1.0000000
Lebanese Pound 0.0001755 0.0001955
Moroccan Dirhams 0.0220480 0.0460480
Nigerian Naira 0.0012178 0.0018528
Omani Riyal 0.7319774 0.7429774
Qatar Riyal 0.0779155 0.0786985
Saudi Riyal 0.0757467 0.0763867
Sudanese Pounds 0.0465115 0.0470615
Syrian Pound 0.0019496 0.0021696
Tunisian Dinar 0.1711159 0.1771159
UAE Dirhams 0.0764536 0.0779036
Yemeni Riyal 0.0012906 0.0013906

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY                                      SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 263.69 274.000
Canadian Dollar 279.41 282.000
Swiss Franc 307.11 312.000
Euro 377.56 380.000
US Dollar 285.65 284.500
Sterling Pound 435.86 448.500
Japanese Yen 2.94 3.300
Bangladesh Taka 3.689 3.670
Indian Rupee 4.766 5.050
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.183 2.550
Nepali Rupee 3.000 3.250
Pakistani Rupee 2.856 2.900
UAE Dirhams 77.84 78.000
Bahraini Dinar 760.28 753.000
Egyptian Pound 40.14 38.800
Jordanian Dinar 406.54 410.000
Omani Riyal 742.87 748.000
Qatari Riyal 78.88 79.500
Saudi Riyal 76.30 76.000

Rate for Transfer                                                           Selling Rate
US Dollar 287.400
Canadian Dollar 274.760
Sterling Pound 428.985
Euro 370.385
Swiss Frank 298.000
Bahrain Dinar 760.910
UAE Dirhams 78.225
Qatari Riyals 78.890
Saudi Riyals 77.505
Jordanian Dinar 405.140
Egyptian Pound 40.249
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.198
Indian Rupees 4.713
Pakistani Rupees 2.870
Bangladesh Taka 3.690
Philippines Pesso 6.562
Cyprus pound 705.016
Japanese Yen 3.836

Thai Bhat 9.270
Syrian Pound 4.105
Nepalese Rupees 3.040
Malaysian Ringgit 89.395

Al Mulla Exchange

Currency Transfer Rate (Per 1000)
US Dollar 286.600
Euro 377.300
Pound Sterling 436.750
Canadian Dollar 276.550
Indian Rupee 4.792
Egyptian Pound 40.190
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.171
Bangladesh Taka 3.667
Philippines Peso 6.585
Pakistan Rupee 2.835
Bahraini Dinar 760.500
UAE Dirham 77.800
Saudi Riyal 76.300
*Rates are subject to change

As Fed takes a backseat, 
earnings rule market

KUWAIT: Data from the Central
Statistical Bureau (CSB) show the
Consumer Price Index going up by 3.0
percent y/y in May, from 2.8 percent in
April. This is according to a newly con-
structed index measure, which uses the
year 2007 as a base (previously the base
year was 2000). But the larger change to
the index, which is now based on the
most recent household income and
expenditure survey, is the introduction
of new categories and weights to the
consumer basket (table 1.) 

Overall, the revamped CPI shows
inflation levels that exceed those of the
previous index (chart 1.) The main driver
of the higher rates in the new index was
housing (rent) prices. Between April
2012 and March 2013 (the time period

where figures are available for both
indices), inflation in the housing compo-
nent averaged 2.3 percent, compared to
an average of 1.6 percent in the old
index. The second cause of higher infla-
tion rates in the new index is the ‘miscel-
laneous goods and services’ component,
which includes a number of newly intro-
duced sub-components. The causes of
dissimilarity between the two measures
in prior periods (2008 to 2012) is less
clear, as the data only reveals yearly
averages for those periods (chart 2).

The May inflation rate rose from its
April level mostly due to increased infla-
tionary pressure from the food and bev-
erages component. In fact, core infla-
tion, which excludes the above compo-
nent, declined to 2.1 percent y/y in May,

from 2.3 percent in April  (chart 3.)
Overall, we expect inflation to see some
pickup in the second half of the year,
but to generally remain modest, averag-
ing about 3.0-3.5 percent for 2013.

Food and beverages prices went up
6.3 percent y/y in May, from 4.9 percent
in April (chart 4.) A firmer pressure from
the fish and seafood sub-component
was behind the 1.4 percent points
increase in food prices in May. Food
prices were seen as decelerating earlier
in the year under the old index, but
seem to be at higher levels under the
new index, which may be attributed to
difference in measurement sources or
methodology.  

Price of housing services went up by
3.2 percent y/y in May, similar to its April

figure. Movements in this segment are
less frequent, as it is not updated on a
monthly basis. Rent, which makes up
most of the component, is updated on a
quarterly basis, while other - much
smaller -  sub-components (such as
water and electricity) are updated once
every year, as they are subsidized by the
government. 

Recreation and culture prices
increased 1.8 percent y/y in May, from
2.1 percent y/y in April. This segment,
now a separate part of the basket, car-
ries some similarity to the recreation
sub-component of the ‘other goods and
services’ segment in the old index,
though it introduces some new sections,
such as personal computers and lap-
tops.

Another newly introduced segment,
which does not carry much similarity to
its predecessor, is ‘miscellaneous goods
and services’. The inflation rate in this
component was 4.3 percent in May,
down from 4.7 percent in April. This seg-
ment now tracks a list of new measures,
such as insurance, banking fees, and
legal services. 

Though some of the contents of the
newly revised CPI measure have
changed, the general dynamics of the
index have not; food prices are still the
main source of inflationary (or disinfla-
tionary) pressure, while housing prices
still loom as a potential mover in the
future. Nonetheless, we expect inflation
to stay modest in the near term, hover-
ing around 3.5 percent for 2013.

Inflation 3% as CSB introduces revamped CPI
NBK ECONOMIC UPDATE

KUWAIT: The globally renowned Swedish
home furnishings chain recently welcomed
the first batch of promising students to
intern at the store this year as part of IKEA
Kuwait’s annual summer internship pro-
gram. This is the seventh year the Program
is being carried out.  Building on the suc-
cess of the previous seven years, IKEA
Kuwait was honored to host its first group
of interns for 2013 and give them the
opportunity to learn about IKEA’s success-
ful business. The summer program will
enable Kuwaiti youth to learn hands-on
skills making them better prepared to
embark on their professional careers.

Being held from mid June till beginning
of mid July 2013, the internship program at
IKEA has been completely revamped. To
enhance the skills of the students further,
the internship will be for 4 weeks to foster
the development of a stronger work rela-
tion between Managers and the trainees.
The training program will  familiarize
interns with various functions communica-

tions, sales, interior design and customer
service. Interns will receive a benefits and
certificate upon successful completion of
the program.

IKEA Kuwait’s selection’s process has
been improved whereby only the best stu-
dents are candidates are selected for the
internship. Towards the end of the training
period IKEA Kuwait will select and award
the Best Summer Trainee, who will receive
an award.

IKEA Kuwait today has part time cowork-
ers across the many departments of the
company and the store who once started
out as summer trainees at the store. IKEA
Kuwait is a socially responsible organiza-
tion and caters for the benefit of the com-
munity in which it operates and supporting
Government’s Manpower Restructuring
Program, LOYAC Talent Development
Programs and many other community
development initiatives is a testimony of
the gratitude to the people of Kuwait for
their trust in IKEA since over 29 years.

IKEA Kuwait welcomes first 
batch of summer trainees

NEW YORK: Wall Street is experiencing its best
month since January and looks poised to extend
the rally with a deluge of earnings next week,
though significant gains may be harder to come
by with major indexes at record highs. Eight
Dow components and Apple are among the
companies that will report in one of the busiest
weeks of the earnings season. Some 157 com-
panies in the S&P 500 index will release results.
Second-quarter earnings have been above fore-
casts so far, but analysts’ estimates have
dropped precipitously since the start of the year.
Earnings for S&P 500 companies are seen rising
2.9 percent, according to Thomson Reuters data,
down from an 8.4 percent growth expected at
the start of the year. Revenue is seen growing
1.1 percent.

Still, stronger-than-expected reports spurred
gains in IBM , General Electric and others. In
addition, Wall Street banks Citigroup, Goldman
Sachs and Morgan Stanley reported strong
earnings. For this week, the Dow rose 0.5 per-
cent, the S&P added 0.7 percent and the Nasdaq
fell 0.3 percent. The benchmark S&P is up 18.6
percent for the year. On the other side of the
ledger, Microsoft was a big disappointment, and
its shares fell 12 percent on Friday.  Both
Microsoft and Google fell short of Wall Street
expectations, causing their shares to slump. Of
the 104 companies in the S&P 500 that have
reported through Friday, 65.4 percent had earn-

ings above analyst expectations, while 51 per-
cent topped revenue estimates.

Apple, the second-largest US company by
market capitalization, will be watched to see if it
can reverse the trend of weaker-than-expected
tech sector earnings. The company, which is due
to report on Tuesday after the market’s close, is
expected to show a drop of more than 21 per-
cent in quarterly profit and revenue growth of
0.2 percent. The Federal Reserve has been the
primary driver of the market for a long time. But
that should change, at least for a time, after
investors were reassured that the Fed would be
flexible in the timing of its withdrawal of stimu-
lus measures and would keep interest rates
ultra-low for an extended period.

The Fed’s stimulus played a major part in
the S&P’s advance so far this year. Investors
now speculate earnings will be the next cata-
lyst to push stocks higher. “So far it’s been
about the Fed supporting the movement
upwards, but at a certain point there’s a hand-
off, and earnings will have to take over,” said
Kristina Hooper, head of investment and client
strategies at Allianz Global Investors in New
York. “Earnings are going to be so critical to
the future of the stock market recovery.”

Analysts have generally been bullish on
2013’s second half, though they have been
slowly lowering estimates for the third and
fourth quarters to reflect concerns about the

economy’s growth. Per-share earnings growth
is expected to be 7.8 percent in the third
quarter and 12.4 percent in the fourth quarter.
That compares with a July 1 estimate of 8.5
percent growth and 13 percent growth,
respectively, according to Thomson Reuters
data.

“Revenue growth is especially important,”
said David Joy, chief market strategist at
Ameriprise Financial in Boston. “If revenues
aren’t increasing, it ’s going to be awfully
tough for the bottom line to increase.” Joy,
who helps oversee about $708 billion in
assets, added that it was encouraging to see
revenue coming in slightly ahead of expecta-
tions. “My sense is that the markets can hang
in there next week,” he said. “The trend is to
the upside.” General Electric Chief Executive
Jeff Immelt said he was bullish on the outlook
for the rest of the year, a sentiment echoed by
other executives. But Nick Heymann, an ana-
lyst at William Blair & Co, which trades GE
shares, said for GE to achieve its goal of boost-
ing 2013 margins by 0.7 percent would
“require Herculean improvement in the sec-
ond half.” 

With 21 percent of the S&P components
having reported, roughly two-thirds have
beaten profit expectations, slightly above the
historical average. About half of the compa-
nies have topped revenue forecasts, a rate bet-
ter than the average over the past four quar-
ters. Next week’s earnings roster includes Dow
components AT&T, McDonald’s and Boeing Co.
Ford Motor Co, Visa and United Parcel Service
are also due. UPS, which is viewed as a proxy
for business activity, recently cut its outlook,
citing a weak US economy and overcapacity in
the global air freight market. 

Economic indicators next week include sales
of new and existing homes. Sentiment among
builders remains bullish, though housing starts
and permits for future homes hit a 10-month
low in June. “Obviously a big surprise there to
the downside will cause a lot of caution,” said
Andrew Yorks, chief investment officer at Four
Wood Capital Partners in New York. “The hous-
ing sector’s been a core part of what the Fed is
focusing on.” June existing-home sales, which
are due Monday, are seen rising 0.6 percent
compared with a 4.2 percent jump in the previ-
ous month. New-home sales for June are also
seen rising, according to Thomson Reuters esti-
mates. —Reuters

WALL ST WEEK AHEAD

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced its pres-
ence at the Australian College of Kuwait
(ACK) during the high school submission
days from 10-11 July 2013, as well as the
local scholarship submission days from
21-22 July 2013. The Bank will have a
stand which will be fully staffed to assist
students in their banking arrangements
as they embark on the next stage of their
education in Kuwait. 

A key feature on the Gulf Bank stand
will be information about the red account.
This is a special program which is only
available to students aged 17 to 24 years
and is specially designed for the needs of

young people.  The account requires no
deposit to open and can be used for both
current and savings accounts with month-
ly interest payments.   In addition,
account holders receive regular special
offers and discounts which are unique to
red account holders.

To find out more about the red account
and its unique benefits for young people,
students can visit the Bank’s stand at ACK,
or visit any one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branch-
es, or call the Customer Contact Center on
1805805.  Information is also available on
the Bank’s bilingual website at www.e-
gulfbank.com/red.

Gulf Bank welcomes ACK students 
to its special submission day stand
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WASHINGTON: The city of Detroit ’s
record bankruptcy filing has cast a cloud
over the US municipal bond market as
creditors face potential steep losses on
the typically safe investment. Bond hold-
ers are nervously awaiting a federal
judge’s decision on Detroit’s request
Thursday for bankruptcy protection as it
seeks relief from a staggering $18.5 bil-
lion debt. The biggest US city bankruptcy
in the nation’s history was not unexpect-
ed, given decades of decaying finances in
the once-mighty automotive capital
known as Motor City.

“Are we about to enter a new era of
municipal finance? The debts of many
municipal entities are large enough to
make the current state of affairs more
compelling for bankruptcy. It all depends
on how much debt you can erase,” said
Robert Brusca of FAO Economics. “Detroit
bears watching very closely. It is both a
special case and a paradigm,” he said. The
Detroit bankruptcy reorganization filing,
if approved, is expected to make it harder
for municipalities in Michigan and other
US states to borrow money by undermin-
ing confidence in what used to be
among the most trusted bonds available.

The White House says it was monitor-
ing the situation but the Obama adminis-

tration has not signaled it would throw
the city a lifeline. On Friday, ratings firm
Standard & Poor ’s cut its rating on
Detroit’s general obligation (GO) debt
from “CC” to “C”, just one notch above
default, and said the outlook was “nega-
tive”. “The negative outlook reflects our
expectation that, given the Emergency
Manager’s statements regarding debt
restructuring, actions taken to date, and
negotiations currently underway with
bondholders, we could lower the rating
in the one-year time horizon of the out-
look,” S&P credit analyst Jane Ridley said
in a statement. But, Ridley said: “We view
Detroit’s default and subsequent bank-
ruptcy filing as idiosyncratic, and not as a
symptom of a wider issue in the munici-
pal market.”

About half of Detroit’s debt is owed to
the pension funds and retiree healthcare
benefits of the city’s 10,000 workers and
20,000 retirees. Detroit Emergency
Manager Kevyn Orr said the city has
about $2 billion to repay $12 billion in
“unsecured” debt, which includes the
pension obligations. In mid-June, Orr
proposed negotiations for writedowns to
creditors as the insolvent city was forced
to defer payments on some obligations.
It was not known how long the federal

judge would take to make a decision on
whether Detroit is eligible for Chapter 9
protection.

Leon LaBrecque, head of LJPR, a Troy,
Michigan-based wealth management
firm, said the filing has cast Detroit into
“uncharted waters”. The restructuring
proposal classifies Detroit’s unlimited-tax
general obligation bonds as unsecured,
meaning returns are not guaranteed,
whereas municipal bond investors gener-
ally view them as being backed by a
pledge of tax revenue. “If Mr Orr’s classifi-
cation is upheld by a court of law, it will
have far-reaching effects, not just for oth-
er troubled municipalities, but the
municipal market in general.”

Pension benefits are protected by the
state of Michigan’s constitution, but the
bankruptcy process could drastically
diminish those obligations. Public
employees across the country are watch-
ing the case, fearful that they too may
see their retirement benefits slashed. The
bankruptcy filing put in limbo a lawsuit
filed earlier in the week by the city’s two
pension funds over $9.2 billion in
unfunded obligations, seeking to prevent
Orr from slashing retirement benefits.
Douglas McIntyre of 24/7Wall St blamed
Detroit government officials and unions,

not bond holders, for the crisis, saying
they had tried to hang on to as much
money and privilege as they could.
“Detroit’s elected officials have lost all of

their power. Orr has it, and soon a court
will. Unions and their members can only
wait to see how badly they will be gored
as part of the Chapter 9 process.” —AFP

Detroit bankruptcy casts cloud on municipal bonds

DETROIT: Downtown Detroit is seen Friday. —AFP 

DETROIT: Graffiti on an abandoned office building is seen in downtown
Detroit on Friday. —AFP

Why can’t Detroit make a

comeback like Big Three?
People are moving out rather than in

DETROIT: Four years ago, America’s Big Three
automakers mortgaged all they owned or went
into bankruptcy court to keep from going broke.
Since then, General Motors, Chrysler and Ford
have all returned to full financial health, unlike
Detroit itself, which filed for bankruptcy Thursday
after years of painful decline. So why can’t the
Motor City use bankruptcy to transform itself in
the same way? Unfortunately for Detroit, it’s not
that simple. Automakers were able to shed most
of their problems in bankruptcy court and come
out leaner and more competitive. The city can
get rid of its gargantuan debt, but a bankruptcy
judge can’t bring back residents or raise its dwin-
dling revenue.

“In General Motors, at least you could have
this dream about there being increased revenues
in the future,” said Douglas Baird, a bankruptcy
law professor at the University of Chicago. “It’s
much harder to do that in the case of a city like
Detroit because it doesn’t sell a product.” Detroit,
which filed the largest municipal bankruptcy
case in American history, owes as much as $20
billion to banks, bondholders and pension funds.
It has revenue of about $1.1 billion per year, a
number that drops by about $100 million annu-
ally. And it’s burdened with a running deficit of
$327 million. The city had to borrow $80 million
from Bank of America last year just to keep the
lights on.

City taxes are already at limits set by the state,
so the only way Detroit can raise revenue is to
attract more workers and residents so they pay
taxes. But with high crime, poor services and
decrepit neighborhoods, people are moving out
rather than in. The population has fallen to
around 700,000, less than half as many people as
during the heyday of the 1950s. Much of the
city’s debt to banks and bondholders is secured
by tax revenue, and just how much the creditors
get will have to be hashed out in court. A big
chunk is owed to employee pension plans and
for the health care costs of more than 18,000
retirees. So the city is caught in a time warp of
sorts. It has obligations leftover from the boom
days, with today’s much smaller revenue base.

“Even if they were completely successful in
wiping out all of the debt, it doesn’t solve all of
the problems,” said Steve Miller, board chairman
at insurance giant AIG who has turned around a
number of struggling companies. “The retire-
ment obligation and health care obligation of a
workforce that used to support a 2 million popu-
lation cannot be supported with the diminished
population of 700,000.”

Detroit’s problem, he said, is similar to what he
faced at Bethlehem Steel, which had 12,000
active workers contributing to pension plans that
served 130,000 retirees. “There was no way to
make that math work,” Miller said. Retirees had to
take reduced benefits after pensions were turned

over to the federal government. Like those at
Bethlehem Steel, Detroit’s pensioners are also
likely to see benefit cuts. And because they’re
lower in the pecking order of creditors, they may
bear the brunt of the city’s ills, Baird said. And
many will have trouble taking the hit, especially
those hurt in the line of duty. “Some of them were
shot. Some of them had buildings fall on them,”
said Don Taylor, president of the Retired Detroit

Police & Fire Fighters Association. “And they’ve
been injured for life. They can’t get other jobs.”

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder is sympathetic but
says the city is in dire straits. “We really want to
empathize with their situation,” he said. “A lot of
people worked hard for the city for a lot of years.
They’re on a fixed income. We all need to appre-
ciate that can be a difficult situation. This is a very
difficult situation overall, though.” Snyder would-
n’t say if pension or health benefits would be cut,
but he said the city has to deal with its unfunded
pension liabilities. The pensions have “some-
where north of 50 percent” of the assets needed
to pay all benefits, he said.

The state, Miller said, will likely have to come
up with cash to help Detroit through the bank-
ruptcy until its tax base grows, just like the federal
government helped GM and Chrysler. But Snyder
said that shouldn’t be expected. Any savings from
cutting pensions could be used to provide better
services, said John Pottow, a University of
Michigan professor specializing in bankruptcy and
corporate law. “It’s also going to help people who

want to have the police show up or their garbage
collected.”

And with a little luck, smaller debt after bank-
ruptcy could lead to a renaissance for Detroit, just
like it did for General Motors and Chrysler, which
also went through bankruptcy protection. Former
GM Vice Chairman Bob Lutz said Detroit’s bank-
ruptcy shouldn’t be much of an obstacle to the
rebirth of GM and the rest of the US auto industry.
The resurgence of the Big Three may help lift
Detroit out of trouble as auto sales continue to
increase, he said. “It can and must be a new
beginning, with a clean slate,” Lutz said. “Life will
go on.” —AP

FLINT, Michigan: In this Jan. 24, 2011 file photo, an engine is joined to the chassis on
the General Motors Silverado and GMC Sierra heavy-duty pickups assembly line at the
Flint Assembly. —AP

DETROIT: At a century-old Detroit fire station sur-
rounded by boarded up storefronts and weed-
choked lots, the Motor City’s bankruptcy filing
wasn’t exactly a surprise. While his union sought a
court injunction Friday to stop the proceedings and
protect their retirement benefits, firefighter Frank
Dombrowski resigned himself to the inevitable.
“Basically we’re screwed,” Dombrowski, 48, said as he
stood watch over an isolated corner of the city
where thousands of abandoned buildings regularly
go up in flames.

The sweltering Engine 29 fire station encapsu-
lates the city’s troubled history of boom and bust.
Built in 1907 when Detroit was a hotbed of industrial
innovation about to put the world on wheels, it now
houses a rickety fire truck that has more than
160,000 km on its odometer. “There is no central air
and the basement floods,” said Dombrowski, who
had shut the doors against the oppressive 36 degree
Celsius heat.

Like many life-long Detroiters, Dombrowski
blames the city’s woes on decades of mismanage-
ment, bad decisions and worse luck. “I’ll tell you what
killed the city - bussing back in the 1970s,”
Dombrowski, who grew up on Detroit’s east side,
told AFP. Detroit was already experiencing white
flight to the suburbs after the devastating 1967 race
riots. The integration of public schools pushed more
people out, he said.

As the population and tax base shrank, city serv-
ices got worse and worse and the gulf between the
city and the suburbs got wider and wider. Motor City
then saw its main employers go through round after
round of mass layoffs as auto factories were auto-
mated or outsourced and Asian competitors
siphoned away market share. Once the fourth
largest US city, Detroit has seen its population shrink
by more than half from 1.8 million in 1950 to
685,000 today.

“The economy and Kwame Kilpatrick finished it
off,” Dombrowski said, referring to the 2008 financial
crisis that sparked a lengthy downturn and Detroit’s
former mayor who was recently convicted of federal
bribery charges. His theory is backed up by the num-

bers: Detroit’s population has fallen by 28 percent
since 2000. The city has been so strapped for cash
that nearly half of the streetlights don’t work. A
shrunken police force has been unable to clamp
down on rampant crime. Just 8.7 percent of crimes
are solved and the average response time is 58 min-
utes. Only a third of the city’s ambulances work.

Frustration was evident among city employees
interviewed outside the Coleman Young Municipal
Building, which was built during the 1950s when the
city was thriving. “The city government is very ineffi-
cient,” acknowledged one city employee, who asked
not to be identified for fear of retaliation. “There’s all
kinds of overlapping departments, which means
you can’t get anything done.”

But there are pockets where the city is showing
new signs of vitality. In midtown -home to Wayne
State University, the Detroit Institute of Arts, two
hospitals and the main branch of the Detroit Public
Library - new boutiques and businesses are crop-
ping up. Rachel Lutz, 33, said she wanted to tap into
Detroit’s emerging art scene when she opened her
chic boutique, The Peacock Room, two years ago.
Business was so good, she opened another one
around the corner.

The limestone-fronted Park Shelton building
where her shops are located is also now her home.
She said there are about 400 residents in the mixed-
use building and a waiting list of about 200 more.
“We live in a bubble,” she said, explaining that the
area is policed by private security patrols from
Wayne State, the art museum and the hospitals.
While the bankruptcy will undoubtedly hurt city
workers and retirees, “I don’t think it’s going to affect
me on any intimate level,” Lutz said. “The bankruptcy
could be a step in the right direction,” said Llana
Williams, 32, who works at Wayne State University. “I
know there have been bad decisions made in the
past, but I don’t want to think about them because I
just get angry.” Alexandra Gallagher, 16, lives in the
suburbs and was visiting the main library to look at
old newspapers with her grandmother Friday. “I
think Detroit is a beautiful city,” she told AFP. “I hope
Detroit gets better.”  —AFP

Detroit residents accept 

bankruptcy as inevitable

DETROIT: In Detroit, it can take police
nearly an hour to respond to an emer-
gency call. Despite razing close to
10,000 vacant houses, three times as
many still stand with windows smashed
and doors ripped off. At night, many
streets and even freeways are danger-
ously shrouded in darkness because
tens of thousands of street lights don’t
work. This is Detroit, an insolvent city
seeking to find its way through the
uncertainty of the largest city in US his-
tory to file for bankruptcy.

For decades, residents have heard
one city official after another vow to
improve city services but little would be
done. On Friday - a day after the city filed
the unprecedented bankruptcy - they
were given a deadline. Gov Rick Snyder
and Detroit emergency manager, Kevyn
Orr, promised weary residents that they
would see better city services in 30 to 60
days. “Now is our opportunity to stop 60
years of decline,” Snyder said Friday dur-
ing a press conference just north of
downtown.

Though Thursday’s bankruptcy filing
had been feared for months, the path
ahead for the once mighty Motor City is
still uncertain. As Detroit starts the likely

lengthy process of shedding its debt,
residents, business owners and retirees
nervously wonder if they’ll see improve-
ments after years of neglect or if another
round of promises will go unfulfilled.

Rows of Vacant Homes
Resident Dennis Talbert has waged a

battle to improve his northwest side
neighborhood of Brightmoor for years,
pleading with city officials to raze rows
of vacant homes that have been
stripped of electrical wiring and plumb-
ing. So far, none have been torn down.
Mayor Dave Bing continues with his plan
to demolish 10,000 empty houses
before his term ends in December, and
some private companies are jumping in
to tear down dangerous buildings. But
it’s costly and the city’s inventory is too
massive to make a real dent. “I don’t
think the trickle-down theory works in
Brightmoor,” Talbert said.  “The whole
issue of bankruptcy will not impact poor
people. Only when organizations start
moving our way will those houses be
removed.”

Declining Property Values
In the heyday of its industrial power,

Detroit used to boast of having one of
the highest owner-occupied housing
rates America thanks to the then-boom-
ing auto industry that offered well-pay-
ing jobs and a gateway to the middle
class. In the 1950s, 1.8 million people
lived here. Now, the population strug-
gles to stay about 700,000. With neigh-
borhoods in neglect, property values
have plummeted. One pocket of prom-
ise is in the Woodbridge neighborhood
between the city’s rebounding Midtown
and downtown areas. The homes on
Woodbridge’s tree-lined Avery Street are
mostly occupied and well-kept - some-
thing that attracted Daniel Mercer to a
structurally sound but cosmetically
needy two-story Victorian built in 1900.

“I used to come driving up and down
the street all the time because I work in
the area ... and I happened to see a (for-
sale) sign, and it went up that day,” said
Mercer, 54, a painter and handyman.
“There are a lot of people that have the
same love for these old houses that I
have ... and the passion to fix them up.”
He bought the home about six weeks
ago and plans to move in with his wife
on Aug 10. The fact that he’s moving in
at the same time the city is filing for

bankruptcy isn’t lost on him. He believes
property values will climb even if they
take an initial dip because of bankrupt-
cy. “We’ve got a 10-year plan, to be hon-
est with you,” he said. “There’s a lot of
work to do.”

Paying the Bills
Buried in the hundreds of pages of

bankruptcy documents is the name
Hercules & Hercules, Inc. For more than
two decades, the janitorial supply com-
pany has done business with the city,
but on occasion, Detroit couldn’t pay
and the company allowed it to forego
payments. For Belinda Jefferson, presi-
dent of the family-run firm, the bank-
ruptcy doesn’t change its commitment.
“We know the city is facing challenges
and we’re going to stick by them,” said
Jefferson, who declined to reveal how
much Hercules & Hercules is owed.

The company is one of more 7,000
vendors listed among the 100,000 credi-
tors documented in the bankruptcy fil-
ing. Those with debt tied to revenue
streams like water and sewerage fees
will get paid. Unsecured debt holders
like Hercules & Hercules will have to
stand in line and see what remains if a

judge gives Detroit the OK to proceed
with bankruptcy. “We will treat everyone
in the unsecured class equally because
that’s what’s required under the law,” Orr
said. “How that breaks out is a function
of the math.”

Retiree Anxiety
The phones are lighting up at the

offices of the Retired Detroit Police & Fire
Fighters Association. “The thing we can
tell them right now is: ‘Nothing’s hap-
pened yet. Our pension hopefully will be
there on Aug 1 when it comes in,’” said
the group’s vice president, Greg Trozak.
Detroit has about 10,000 workers and
18,000 retirees, and Snyder called the
amount of money Detroit spends on
health care and pensions “unsustain-
able”. On Friday, a county judge ordered
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder to withdraw
Detroit’s bankruptcy petition, saying the
state is illegally trampling the rights of
pensioners.

However, the decision is unlikely to
have any effect on the bankruptcy.
That’s because once a bankruptcy filing
is made, it generally trumps other litiga-
tion in state courts. Ingham County
Judge Rosemarie Aquilina’s decision

Friday came in a lawsuit filed by Detroit
pensioners. For retirees like Trozak, city-
funded health care may become a thing
of the past. “How can we make sure
there are alternative health care pro-
grams?” Snyder said. “There is basically
zero funding that has been set aside for
the health care liabilities in the city of
Detroit.” s

Public Safety
Rosalind Childs called police last year

after her teenage son came home to
find their home had been burglarized.
The thieves took off with a laptop com-
puter, money and a designer handbag. “I
got home four hours later and he was
sitting there with a butcher’s knife in my
house waiting for the police to come,”
Childs said of her son. After two more
calls, the 51-year-old Childs was told she
would be better off making a report at
the closest precinct. Childs is doubtful
bankruptcy will change anything. “We
already are getting poor city services.
Last week, they didn’t even pick up our
trash,” she said. “I don’t think bankruptcy
is really going to make a difference. You
can’t put a band aid on a gunshot
wound.”  —AP

Worries if bankruptcy will better Detroit
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Stock Exchange
(KSE) ended last week in the green
zone. The price index ended last week
with an increase amounted to 0.79
percent, and the weighted index
advanced by 1.63 percent compared
to the closings of the week before. In
addition KSX-15 index increased by
1.88 percent. Furthermore, last week’s
average daily turnover increased by
22.14 percent, compared to the pre-
ceding week, reaching KD  31.74 mil-
lion, whereas trading volume average
was 322.15 million shares, recording
increase of 27.66 percent.

All Kuwait Stock Market indices
were able to realize good gains last
week, supported by the purchasing
power that included many leading
and small-cap stocks in different sec-
tors, especially the leading Banking
sector, which positively reflected on
the stock market indices’ perform-
ance, the Weighted and KSX-15
indices in particular.  Also, the stock
market was supported by the quick
speculative operations on many
stocks, especially the small-cap ones,
which had a positive impact on the
Price Index performance to realize
good increase reaching close to 8,000
point level. On the contrary, the sell-
ing operations were present last week
and influenced the stock market
activity, whereas limited profit collec-
tion operations were witnessed, con-
tributed to limiting the indices gains,
however were not able to drag them
to the red zone.

On the other hand, the stock mar-
ket traders are watching for the listed
companies’ announcements of the
first half financial data results, among
optimism to come within the positive
range, in light the relatively stable
environment of the stock market
since the beginning of the year, and
the good gains for all of the stock
market indices. For the annual per-
formance, the price index ended last
week recording 33.87 percent annual

gain compared to its closing in 2012,
while the weighted index increased
by 10.37 percent, and the KSX-15
recorded 6.09 percent increase.

By the end of the week, the price
index closed at 7,944.49 points, up by
0.79 percent from the week before
closing, whereas the weighted index

registered a 1.63 percent weekly gain
after closing at 460.94 points.
Moreover, the KSX-15 index closed at
1,070.51 points, increasing by 1.88
percent.

Sectors’ Indices
Nine of KSE’s sectors ended last

week in the green zone, tow record-
ed declines, whereas the Health Care
sector’s index closed with no change
from the week before. Highest gain-
er was The Banks Sector achieving
2.24 percent growth rate as its index
closed at 1,119.0 points. Whereas, in
the second place, the Oil and Gas

sector ’s index closed at 1,252.77
points recording 1.83 percent
increase. The Consumer Services
came in third as its index achieved
1.77 percent growth, ending the
week at 1,158.36 points. The Real
Estate sector was the last growing as
its index closed at 1,488.0 points

with a 0.18 percent increase. 
On the other hand, the Insurance

sector was the highest last week’s
loser as its index declined by 1.48
percent to end the week’s activity at
1,159.09 points, then the Consumer
Goods was second last week’s loser
as its index declined by 0.70 percent
to end the week’s activity at 1,213.76
points.

Sectors’ Activity
The Real Estate sector dominated

total trade volume during last week
with 607.74 million shares changing
hands, representing 37.73 percent of
the total market trading volume. The
Financial Services sector was second
in terms of trading volume as the
sector ’s traded shares were 32.93
percent of last week’s total trading
volume, with a total of 530.47 million
shares. 

On the other hand, the Real Estate
sector’s stocks were the highest trad-
ed in terms of value; with a turnover
of KD 40.14 million or 25.29 percent
of last week’s total market trading
value. The Banks sector took the sec-
ond place as the sector’s last week
turnover of KD 35.50 million repre-
sented 22.37 percent of the total
market trading value. 

Quick speculative operations boost bourse
BAYAN WEEKLY MARKET REPORT

KUWAIT: Crude oil prices climbed
higher in early July, after trading
broadly flat through May and
June. The price of Kuwait Export
Crude (KEC) rose from a trough of
$97 per barrel (pb) in late June to
$103 by July 12th. Similarly, Brent
crude prices climbed by some $9
to $109 - its highest level since
early April. Both crudes are still
some $11 off their February
peaks. Meanwhile, West Texas
Intermediate (WTI) - the main US
benchmark blend - accelerated by
some $12 to $106, exceeding the
$100 mark for the first time since
May of last year. In the process,
the Brent-WTI spread narrowed to
its lowest in two and a half years.              

The recent rise in prices seems
to have been largely driven by
seasonal factors. The summer
period typically sees a rebound in
global oil demand as the holiday
‘driving season’ in the United
States boosts gasoline consump-
tion and the Middle East region
burns more crude to meet the
surge in air-conditioning needs.
Historically, 3Q quarter-on-quar-
ter oil demand has risen by 1.1
million barrels per day (mbpd) on
average. This year, the
International Energy Agency (IEA)
forecasts that the seasonal
increase will be ‘steeper than nor-

mal’ due to more crude demand
from the start-up of new refiner-
ies in the Middle East and Asia.
Additionally, a large drop in US
crude inventories and concerns
over oil supply disruptions via the
Suez Canal (due to the turmoil in
Egypt) have also added to
upward pressure on prices.

But given the broader slow-
down in the global economy in
2013 - in addition to rising oil sup-
plies - the risks to market funda-
mentals should be on the down-
side. Recently, the International
Monetary Fund further reduced
its forecast for global economic
growth this year. The downgrade
comes on the back of slower
growth in emerging markets
(including China), a deeper reces-
sion in Europe, and a weaker US
expansion. On the supply side,
non-OPEC oil production is
expected to rise strongly this year
- adding to expectations of loos-
ening market fundamentals.

Oil demand outlook
Forecasts for global oil

demand growth in 2013 have
been largely unchanged over the
past month, despite the weaker
outlook for the global economy.
The IEA still sees demand growing
by 0.8 mbpd, or 0.9 percent, com-

pared to 1.0 percent last year.
Meanwhile, the Center for Global
Energy Studies expects global
demand growth to come in at a
slightly more pessimistic 0.7
mbpd, or 0.8 percent. OECD
demand is expected to fall by 0.5
mbpd (1.1 percent), while non-
OECD is seen rising by 1.3 mbpd
(2.9 percent). Forecasts for China
have been trimmed to reflect low-
er growth, although Chinese
demand is still expected to
account for almost a half of the
increase in global oil demand.  

Oil supply outlook
Crude output of the OPEC-11

(i.e. excluding Iraq) climbed for
the second consecutive month,
rising by 129,000 bpd to 27.4
mbpd in May. Production in Saudi
Arabia saw its largest surge in 18-
months - up 144,000 bpd to 9.4
mbpd. Figures from ‘direct com-
munication’ site more significant
increases of some 347 kbpd to 9.7
mbpd. Other Gulf producers also
raised output in response to high-
er seasonal domestic demand.
These gains were partially offset
by reduced production in Iran
(38,000 bpd), Libya (27,000 bpd)
and Nigeria (21,000 bpd). Iranian
output fell to 2.6 mbpd - almost
0.5 mbpd lower than a year ago -

as sanctions continue to curb out-
put. Meanwhile, security issues
have undermined production in
some of OPEC’s African producers
over the past couple of months,
including protests and strikes in
Libya and theft-related disrup-
tions in Nigeria.

Total OPEC production (includ-
ing Iraq) rose further to 30.6 mbpd
- now 0.6 mbpd above OPEC’s out-
put ceiling. This came despite
reduced output from Iraq, where
production edged down slightly
by 22,000 bpd to 3.1 mbpd in May.
Although Iraqi output is expected
to grow in coming months, more
significant increases are likely to
be derailed by ongoing delays in
the start-up of key projects.

Non-OPEC supplies are project-
ed to increase by around 0.9 - 1.2
mbpd in 2013, of which at least
one-quarter will come from OPEC
natural gas liquids (NGLs). Strong
North American production is like-
ly to compensate for expected
reductions elsewhere, including
maintenance-related North Sea
cuts and the possible cessation of
recently restored South Sudan
output. In total, global oil supplies
are expected to increase by less
than 1 mbpd in 2013, as cuts in
OPEC output partially offset
stronger non-OPEC supplies. 

Price projections
Oil market fundamentals are

expected to weaken in the second
half of the year, though OPEC pro-
duction cuts are likely to prevent
prices from falling too far below
the organization’s unofficial $100
target level. Based on the CGES’s
slightly more pessimistic view of a
0.8 percent increase in global oil
demand, and a large 1.3 mbpd
increase in non-OPEC supplies par-
tially offset by OPEC production
cuts, global oil inventories could
rise by a modest 0.6 mbpd in 2013.
In this case, the price of KEC slips
only slightly in the second half of
the year, but remains close to its
2Q13 average of $100 pb.

If, on the other hand, non-OPEC
supplies turn out 0.3 mbpd
stronger than expected in 2H13,
then OPEC will need to make more
aggressive production cuts in order
to prevent a significant slide in oil
prices. In this scenario, the price of
KEC falls to around $95 pb in 2H13,
and to below $90 pb early next
year. 

Alternatively, non-OPEC sup-
plies could come in 0.3 mbpd lower
than expected in 2H13, allowing oil
prices to be supported at above
$100. In this case, the price of KEC
hovers at just above $100 pb for the
remainder of the year, before slip-

ping slightly in 1Q14. OPEC will still
need to reduce output early next
year in order to prevent oil prices
from falling further.

Budget projections
Although the closing accounts

for FY2012/13 have not yet been
released, we expect the budget to
have recorded a massive surplus as
oil prices averaged a record $107
pb for the fiscal year. If, as we
expect, spending comes in at 10-20
percent below the government’s
forecast, then last year’s budget
surplus could end up between KD
12.8 billion and KD 15.0 billion
before allocations to the Reserve
Fund for Future Generations
(RFFG). 

The projections for the current
fiscal year 2013/14 are linked to our
three scenarios, which yield oil
prices within the narrow range of
$94 to $100 pb. Preliminary bud-
geted spending for this fiscal year is
set at KD 21.2 billion. Assuming that
spending comes in at an improved
5-10 percent below budgeted
expenditures, we project a surplus
of between KD 8.1 billion and KD
11.2 billion before allocations to the
RFFG. This would equate to 17 per-
cent-23 percent of forecast 2013
GDP, and would represent Kuwait’s
15th successive budget surplus.

Crude prices rise on higher seasonal demands
NBK ECONOMIC UPDATE
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KUWAIT: Landmark Group, the region’s leading
retail and hospitality conglomerate, celebrated
the opening of its largest Centrepoint and
Home Centre stores in Kuwait. Located in the
hugely popular The Avenues, the new
Centrepoint store offers the latest summer col-
lection for women, men, children and kids while
the new Home Centre store offers a variety of
interesting picks for diverse home furnishing

needs. To mark the celebration, Landmark
group hosted an exclusive ribbon cutting cere-
mony which was attended by the wife of HH the
Crown Prince of Kuwait, Sheikha Sharifa Al-
Jassim, and Wedad Al-Abbdulrazzaq. Members
of the press and Landmark Group management
were also present. Attendees to the opening
ceremony were treated to a preview of the
store’s summer 2013 collection.

Speaking at the launch of the new stores
Saibal Basu, Chief Operating Officer, Landmark
Group Kuwait said: “Expansion has always
played an important role in Landmark Group’s
growth strategy. Over the years we have grown
considerably and this expansion encompasses
our commitment to our customers in Kuwait
and the region. Our new flagship stores are a
one-stop shopping destination for the entire
family where four great brands meet. We com-
bine quality and style to appeal to a broad cus-
tomer base. Customers who come to
Centrepoint and Home Centre will find some-
thing that fits their personal style and their
budget.”

“Today the Landmark Group has a total of 14
stores at The Avenues representing different
brands including Splash, Max, Newlook, ICONIC,
Steve Madden, Dumond, Pablosky, Carpisa,
Reiss, Kurt Geiger, Carluccio’s and  the newly
opened Centrepoint  Home Centre and
Shoexpress”.

“Centrepoint and Home Centre are among
the fastest growing brands in our growing port-
folio of the retail brands we are able to offer our
customers.  We look forward to delivering
unparalleled overall shopping experience at
convenient locations.” 

“Our new flagship Centrepoint and Home
Centre stores provide a platform for our contin-
ued development and excellence in the market.
We will continue with such extensive expan-
sions in the coming years and try to serve our
customers in every possible manner.” concluded
Basu.

Shopping at Centrepoint and Home Centre is
an experience in itself. From trendy fashion
looks to inspiring accessories, the stores are
designed for easy browsing and colorful display
areas. The new collection at Home Centre show-
cases a mix of modern and transitional furniture
and home decor accessories in vivid and colour-
ful styles, offering something for every taste.
The collection comprises timeless products that
hold utility value and aesthetic appeal. Home
Centre’s combination of unique designs and
refreshing colours reflects popular global trends
in home dÈcor.

Every season, Centrepoint produces a collec-
tion that is unique and fits with its overall phi-
losophy. The new store offers the latest fashion
range with the hottest new international trends
in textures and fabrics to guarantee its patrons
an enjoyable shopping experience.

A leader in the Middle East retail industry,
the Landmark Group has successfully estab-
lished itself as a forerunner in providing high
value for money to customers. Always keen to
reach out to its customers, Landmark Group
also has social media presence on its Kuwait
Facebook, twitter and on Instagram -
LandmarkQ8.  

Landmark Group makes its

presence stronger in Kuwait 
Conglomerate launches its flagship Centrepoint and Home Centre stores
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KUWAIT: Celebrating the holy
month of Ramadan, Alghanim
Motors - the sole distributor of
Honda Automobiles in Kuwait - is fea-
turing the legendary Honda Civic in a
special installment promotion,
whereby the 2013 Civic can now be
yours starting from KD 99 monthly.

New for 2013, the Civic debuted with
major design upgrades with a multi-
tude of standard features, while still
maintaining the efficiency and value
that has made the Civic an automo-
tive icon for the past 40 years. The
2013 Honda Civic Sedan now comes
with all-new front and rear exterior

styling, along with extensive interior
styling improvements on all models.
Retuned steering and suspension
sharpen the Civic’s handling, while
extensive body and chassis upgrades
improve the ride comfort and interior
quietness.

The Civic lineup offers more style,

performance and technologies in a
sleek, sporty exterior and premium
hi-tech interiors while staying true to
its core attributes of safety, spacious-
ness and fuel efficiency. With such a
combination, the 2013 Civic is
designed to meet the diverse needs
of today’s car buyer. The 2013 Honda
Civic will be available in LXI, EXI and
VTI grades which will all be powered
by a 139HP 4-cylinder 1.8L 16-valve i-
VTEC engine coupled with a 5-speed
automatic transmission.

In addition to this promotion,
Alghanim Honda customers enjoy
excellent customer service at com-
petitive prices on quality mainte-
nance solutions and spare parts, all of
which are made available by a team
of professional and skilled techni-
cians at Alghanim Honda Cars
Service Center. Visit the new Honda
Alghanim showroom at Safat
Alghanim in Al-Rai or the new service
center in Shuwaikh located across
from the Classical Car Museum. 

Dazzling 2013 Honda Civic from 

Honda Alghanim on special offer

DUBAI: Damas, the Middle East’s leading jewellery and
watch retailer, announced that it will be supporting
Dubai Cares through sponsorship of its Ramadan activity
at the Dubai Mall, and a fundraising promotion at its
retail outlets. Damas is sponsoring Dubai Cares commu-
nity engagement activity which will run for three weeks
at the Star Atrium in The Dubai Mall. The interactive stand
will start with black and white posters on tiles showing
children living in poverty, which will gradually transform
into a colored image representative of children receiving
an education. The change will take place every time a
donation of AED 50 is made in support of the campaign.
This symbolic activity will help convey the impact and
difference that every dirham donated can make to a
child’s life. 

The activity is part of Dubai Cares’ Ramadan cam-
paign titled “End Poverty. Educate Now.” which will high-
light education as one of the most effective tools to
break the cycle of poverty, and will launch in Ramadan

this year. The campaign also aims to raise funds through-
out different fundraising channels in support of provid-
ing children in developing countries access to quality pri-
mary education. Anan Fakhreddin, CEO of Damas said,
“We are very excited to show our support for Dubai
Cares. Damas has long been known for its efforts to bet-
ter the community, and for us giving back is a part of our
identity as an organization. This Ramadan, we want to do
our best to encourage our customers to share in the spir-
it, and donate as much as possible.”

Tariq Al Gurg, Chief Executive Officer of Dubai Cares
said: “‘End Poverty. Educate Now.’ is the message that our
campaign aims to drive across the entire UAE communi-
ty, as we continue our efforts in providing children in
developing countries with access to quality primary edu-
cation. We are pleased to form this partnership with
Damas, which confirms the active support that UAE
based corporations are extending to the philanthropic
development sector. Such corporate support highly rein-

forces our efforts to enroll and keep more and more chil-
dren in schools.” Building on this, every Damas customer
who buys diamond/pearl jewellery or watches for AED
3000 or more from any Damas store in UAE will be able to
purchase a coupon   at AED 50, from which the proceeds
will go as a donation directly to Dubai Cares. For each
donation of 50 AED, Damas will grant an instant discount
of AED 100 on the purchase to the customer as an incen-
tive to donate.

Every purchase will also come with a free watch val-
ued at 10 percent of any purchase amount over 3000
AED, from one of the many international watch brands
that the jeweller houses. In addition, customers will get a
chance to enter a mega draw to win 20 exclusive watch-
es. Each watch in this draw would be of a value of AED
50,000.The draw of the watches will be done every 2
weeks. All the funds raised will be presented as an addi-
tional donation by Damas to Dubai Cares at the end of
the promotion.

KUWAIT: Flydubai will begin operating
flights to Madinah on 25 July 2013, making
it the 65th destination for the Dubai-based
airline and 15th addition this year.
Flydubai’s CEO, Ghaith Al Ghaith, said: “The
holy month of Ramadan is a perfect time to
commence flights to the holy city of
Madinah and we are most grateful to the
Saudi authorities for their support and
assistance in enabling us to establish a
direct air link from Dubai.”

Flights to Madinah will operate between
Terminal 2 of Dubai International and
Prince Mohammad Bin Abdulaziz Airport in
Madinah. The new route will provide GCC
residents and pilgrims from the region with
fast and convenient access to Islam’s sec-
ond holiest city after Makkah. “At the same
time, the new route will benefit Madinah
residents who may wish to visit friends and
family during the last two weeks of
Ramadan or spend Eid Al-Fitr in the UAE,” Al
Ghaith added. Flydubai already operates
flights to Riyadh, Jeddah, Dammam, Abha,
Qassim, Hail, Tabuk, Yanbu and Taif in the
Kingdom.  

Flydubai will  operate daily flights

between Dubai and Madinah starting on
25 July 2013.

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday: FZ891
is scheduled to depart Dubai Terminal 2 at
0810hrs, landing at Prince Mohammad Bin
Abdulaziz Airport in Madinah at 1000hrs
local time. The return flight, FZ892, departs
at 1100hrs, arriving in Dubai at 1440hrs. 

Friday: FZ893 is scheduled to depart
Dubai Terminal 2 at 2030hrs, landing in
Madinah at 2220hrs local time. The return
flight, FZ894, departs at 2315hrs, arriving in
Dubai at 0255hrs the next day.

Monday, Wednesday and Sunday: FZ893
is scheduled to depart Dubai Terminal 2 at
1935hrs, landing in Madinah at 2125hrs
local time. The return flight, FZ894, departs
at 2220hrs, arriving in Dubai at 0200hrs the
next day.

Return fares from Dubai to Madinah
start at KD 95.53 and return fares from
Madinah to Dubai start at KD 95.7. Fares
include one piece of hand luggage weigh-
ing up to 7kg and one small laptop bag or
handbag. Extra luggage allowance can be
purchased on flydubai’s website
(flydubai.com).

Flydubai to operate to Madinah

Damas partners with Dubai Cares to 

launch promotion for charitable cause

Sometimes it’s not the monumental
behavioral shifts that can cause a
paradigm leap in the quality of

one’s life but the small, incremental
changes. We’ve all heard about the
proverbial straw that broke the camel’s
back; similar small disruptions can gradu-
ally be engineered to improve one’s life
by improving general performance and
well-being. The career experts at
Bayt.com, the Middle East’s #1 job site,
suggest these small changes that can
make a big difference:

Read
Confucius said: “Learning without

thought is labor lost. Thought without
learning is intellectual death.” Be prepared
to be an active lifelong learner if you seek
continuous personal and professional
growth. Aim to pick up a book a month at
the very least. Find something you are
genuinely interested in and try to con-
stantly build up your expertise in that
area while at the same time broadening
your horizons in other areas too. 77.9 per-
cent of respondents to a Bayt.com poll
indicated they read on a regular basis,
while 69.6 percent indicated they believe
reading is vital to career progress.

Allow yourself less distractions at work
Online and other distractions are a

bane to productivity. According to the
Bayt.com ‘Rest and Recreation Habits
Among MENA Professionals’ poll, January
2013, 30.7 percent of polled respondents
say that they spend more than five hours
a day surfing the internet just for fun.
Don’t cheat yourself of a truly optimal
day’s work, and ultimately a great career,
by getting caught up in office trivia and
distractions. 

Reward yourself
While 62.2 percent of poll respondents

say that they do receive recognition at
work from managers and colleagues - as
per the Bayt.com ‘Reward Programs and
Employee Engagement in the Middle
East’ survey, November 2011 - you should
make it a habit to reward yourself too. Set
milestones and reward yourself when you
reach them. Take regular small breaks
during the day and regular breaks from
work to do something that invigorates
you and come back to work refreshed
and invigorated with new ideas and fresh
perspectives. A happier, more fulfilled,
more balanced you will manifest itself in
increased energy and productivity.

Exercise
Taking the steps instead of the eleva-

tor, walking around the block, dancing to
your favorite music at home, incorporat-
ing some yoga routines in your down-
time are all easy enhancements that can
make your life less sedentary if you can’t
access a gym or park or outdoor exercise
facilities. Let your imagination run riot: a
bit of exercise will do your brain and
mood and body a world of good. After
all, if over 80 percent of polled MENA
professionals can squeeze some exercise
time into their busy schedules, then so
can you! ( The Bayt.com ‘MENA
Professionals’ Health and Eating Habits’
poll, April 2012).

Eat healthy
According to the Bayt.com ‘MENA

Professionals’ Health and Eating Habits’
poll, 31.7 percent of professionals in
MENA would describe their eating
habits as ‘unhealthy’. That midmorning
and mid afternoon slump are usually
simply the result of eating too much,
too little, or the wrong type of food
altogether. Don’t skip breakfast and try
to reach for the fresh unprocessed
foods rather than sugary and processed
alternatives; don’t underestimate the
effects that eating healthy can have on
your skin as well as on your mood, ener-
gy levels, productivity, and stamina.
Don’t forget to drink plenty of water
too; many people are severely dehy-
drated and unaware of it and often that
hunger feeling is really a sign of thirst.

Save
Although it’s basic common sense,

learning to live within one’s means is
easier said than done for many.
Whatever your income level, aim to
constrain your spending within that lev-
el and put a fraction away for a rainy
day. No job is totally secure and in
today’s job market it makes a lot of
sense not to be reckless with your
spending habits as your savings may
well be necessary to tide you through
between jobs at some point in your
career.

Say ‘Yes’
Octavio Paz is famously quoted to

have said: “Wisdom lies neither in fixity
nor in change, but in the dialectic
between the two.” Flexibility is more
essential than ever in these fast moving
times. So the next time you find the
word ‘No’ automatically perched at the
tip of your tongue, ask yourself if saying
the opposite would challenge and grow
you as a professional; if the answer is
yes, embrace the opportunity whole-
heartedly.

Embrace the moment
There is a lovely quote I have seen

circulating of late that says: “Life is not
about waiting for the storm to pass; it’s
about learning to dance in the rain.”
Embrace the present moment and
make the most out of it. Whatever your
circumstances are, make the most of
them and don’t postpone essential
tasks or projects in anticipation of some
mythical light at the end of the tunnel;
work as though everything rested on
your per formance today; work as
though every present moment is the
most significant moment in your life
and career.

Put some soul in it
People hire and work with people they

like, admire and trust. You may have the
best credentials on the block but if you
are not sincerely pleasant and coopera-
tive in the workplace, chances are your CV
shows frequent job changes. Likewise, if
you are not passionate about what you
do, you can be almost certain your clients
can see right through that as can your
manager and peers. Smile from the heart.
Nothing is as contagious or conducive to
success as a genuinely good attitude.
According to the Bayt.com ‘Work
Satisfaction in the MENA’ poll, November
2012, 94 percent of MENA professionals
find real meaning in what they do.

Small changes that can 

make a big difference

Bayt.com weekly report

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank yesterday
announced Maryam Abdulla Huraesh
Alenezi as the lucky winner of the bi-annual
Al Thuraya Account draw. The winner proud-
ly took home a rewarding cash-prize of KD
60,000.   The bank congratulates Alenezi on
winning the Al Thuraya Account Draw,
which is amongst the most innovative of its
kind in Kuwait. Soon, the bank will re-launch
the Al Thuraya Account with new benefits

and offers to continue rewarding its cus-
tomers with a diverse array of benefits that
are catered to their needs.” 

Opening an Al Thuraya account is sim-
ple; customers are required to visit their
nearest Burgan Bank branch and obtain all
the necessary details, or simply call the
bank’s Call Center 1804080. For further
information, customers can visit the bank’s
website on www.burgan.com.

Burgan Bank announces winner 

of Thuraya draw of KD 60,000

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al Danah daily draws
on July 14th 2013, announcing the names of its
winners for the week of July 7th  to July  11th.
The Al Danah daily draws include draws each
working day for two prizes of KD1000 per win-
ner.  

The winners are: 
(Sunday7/7): Mohammad Shaker Mahmoud

Hussein, Latifah Hussein Askar Al-Nakkas
(Monday 8/7): Kamal Eldin Abdullatif Ragheb,

Yacoub Ali Khudair Abdullah
( Tuesday 9/7): Mahmoud Abdullah

Mahmoud Dashti, Srokal Ghoulam Hussain  
(Wednesday 10/7):  Yousef Ahmad Abeed Al-

Otaibi, Khaled Hamad Bader Al-Enezi
(Thursday 11/7): Khaled Mohammad Muzeed

Al-Mutairi, Fadel Ahmad Mohammad Momen 
Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2013 draw lineup

includes daily draws (2 winners per working day
each receive KD1000), as well as three draw
prizes per quarter. Al Danah’s 3rd Quarterly draw
will be held on - 26 September (KD 500,000, KD

125,000, and KD 25,000) and the final draw will
be held on 9 Jan, 2014 announcing winners of
KD 50,000, KD 250,000 and the Al Danah
Millionaire. 

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah allows customers to win
cash prizes and simultaneously encourages
them to save money. Chances increase the more
money is deposited and the longer it is kept in
the account. Al Danah also offers a number of
unique services including the Al Danah Deposit
Only ATM card which helps account holders
deposit their money at their convenience; as well
as the Al Danah calculator to help customers cal-
culate their chances of becoming an Al Danah
winner. 

To be part of the Al Danah draws, customers
can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branches, transfer
on line, or call the Customer Contact Center on
1805805 for assistance and guidance. Customers
can also log on to www.e-gulfbank.com/aldanah-
winners, to find out more about Al Danah and
who the winners are.

Gulf Bank announces the

winners of Danah draws

DUBAI: Fortinet - a world leader in high-performance net-
work security - announced a new, four-point program that
gives Managed Security Service Providers (MSSPs) in EMEA
and APAC beneficial pricing, dedicated technical support
and training, and MSSP-specific marketing programs.
According to the latest Frost & Sullivan research reports, the
global MSSP market for 2013 is expected to be $9.5 billion
with a growth rate of 19.6 percent. Fortinet holds a unique
position in this market by providing MSSPs with high-perfor-
mance, flexible and easy to manage network security solu-
tions that scale from small business to large enterprise envi-
ronments. 

Fortinet MSSP Partner Program Benefits
The Fortinet MSSP Partner Program (FMPP) was designed

to facilitate the growth of new and existing MSSPs through
infrastructure enablement, go-to-market and specialized
expert-consultative support. This two-tiered program was
built to suit the business models and operational capacities
of partners ranging from smaller security integration compa-
nies to pure-play MSSPs and the largest telecommunications
providers.  

The program focuses on four core 
business components: 

● Infrastructure Enablement - Special discounts and serv-
ice empowerment options - The CAPEX required for MSSP
infrastructure can be a growth inhibitor. The Fortinet MSSP
Partner Program offers a preferred pricing structure, promo-
tional discounts on pre-defined packages and a low-cost
cloud-based management & logging service for smallest
installations - FortiCloud. With those, Fortinet keeps partner
costs low, enabling them to offer competitive services while
maintaining healthy margins.

● Business Development - Service creation and recurring
revenues - To achieve success, services, price points, SLAs and

support requirements must align with market demand. The
FMPP offers market intelligence and industry best practices
based on exposure to a broad variety of MSSPs and business
models, namely CPE, Cloud and Hybrid. In addition, Fortinet
gives MSSPs the visibility into the renewable revenue avail-
able by offering the automated tracking of subscriptions and
service renewals, delivered through a central management
system and featuring attractive customer subscription
renewal conditions.

● Marketing and Sales Support - Lead generation & Go-
to-Market - Once the managed security service is created, it
must be marketed and delivered to customers through a
service-oriented sales approach. Through its FMPP, Fortinet
brings corporate and sales tools designed to support its
MSSP partners. Those include lead distribution, communica-
tion, promotions, sales resources and marketing support.
Fortinet MSSP partners are also eligible for participation in
regional events and enhanced visibility on Fortinet’s website.

● MSSP Specialized Support - Experienced practitioners,
training, and resources - MSSPs require rapid response to
support issues as a service interruption could be costly in
terms of lost customers and SLA remedies. The Fortinet
MSSP Partner Program integrates service provider quality
resources, training programs and tools, such as a MSSP
Cookbook and a resource library, plus a support overlay to
assist in building service efficiencies into the business. 

High Performance Network Security 
for Fortinet MSSPs 

Fortinet’s high performance FortiGate network security
platforms are the backbone of the Fortinet MSSP security
portfolio; providing scalable, customizable advanced securi-
ty controls such as application control, intrusion prevention,
advanced threat protection, Web content filtering and data
leak prevention in a single, high-performance appliance and
/or virtual appliance. 

When coupled with a FortiManager for single pane of
glass management and FortiAnalyzer or FortiCloud for
reporting, service providers have a single platform to lever-
age for deployment, configuration and management of their
subscriber networks. Fortinet also leads the industry in
advanced security technologies such as DDOS, wireless, two
factor authentication, Web application firewall and load bal-
ancing. These advanced technologies complement the core
FortiGate platform to help MSSPs keep their customers’ net-
works protected against emerging threats while increasing
service revenues and improving service efficiencies.

The Fortinet Advantage
Fortinet is also leading the way with its network security

platform integration into Cloud, Virtualized and Software
Defined Networks (SDNs). Many carriers and MSSPs are con-
solidating and re-architecting their data centers using this
technology to increase the value of their service offerings
and reduce costs. Fortinet is committed to delivering a range
of interfaces, functions and APIs native to their network secu-
rity platform, which simplifies management while at the
same time helping them maintain their security posture.
MSSPs also require industry certifications that ensure hard-
ware meets the highest standards for performance and secu-
rity. Fortinet has more certifications than any vendor in the
industry, meeting the stringent requirements of trusted
authorities such as Common Criteria, FIPS, NEBS, ICSA Labs,
NSS Labs, IPv6, Virus Bulletin and others.  “Our solutions are
highly scalable, allowing providers to start small and grow
their business as their customer base grows,” said Emilio
Roman, vice president of international sales operations at
Fortinet. “Fortinet’s solutions were built specifically to address
the requirements of managed security service provider
demands and their customers, giving an MSSP everything it
needs to realize greater business efficiencies and higher prof-
it margins.”

Fortinet launches innovative 

MSSP partner program

Mindshare named 

‘Most Effective 

Agency Office’
DUBAI: Mindshare, an agency dedicated to innovative brand
development for its clients, was recognized at the Effie MENA
Awards for outstanding achievement in agency effectiveness.
The event, which first commenced in 2004, is respected as one of
the region’s most celebrated awards shows and is dedicated to
commending agencies for excellence in advertising and commu-
nications. This year, Mindshare UAE was awarded the prestigious
title “Most Effective Agency Office for Mena region” for creating
high-impact marketing initiatives that produced impressive
results. 

The 2013 Effie Effectiveness Index is created from more than
2,400 finalists and Effie Award winners worldwide for the year
between June 13th, 2012 and June 13th, 2013, and is further
examined on a regional basis. The 2013 Effie Effectiveness Index
was announced June 20, 2013 in Cannes, France, where
Mindshare UAE was among a few selected MENA-region victors.
Each ranked company in the Effie Index has undergone rigorous
evaluations of their case studies and work by industry-expert
judges to prove that their marketing achieved compelling results. 

This particular honour from Effie MENA Awards is notable
because it recognizes a crucial distinction: marketing initiatives
should not only be judged by their level of innovation, but by the
results that they are able to deliver when adapted to a specific cli-
mate and audience. While creativity and original thinking are
practically synonymous with Mindshare, this award honours the
U.A.E. office for its ability to deliver ideas that work. 

“I am incredibly proud of our agency’s achievements at the
Effie MENA Awards,” commented Samir Ayoub, CEO of Mindshare
in the Middle East and North Africa region. “The current climate
we operate in means that creativity simply isn’t enough for our
marketing initiatives to succeed - in order to be effective as an
agency, our team needs to strive for real, quantifiable results. With
Mindshare’s dedication and expertise, we are proud to consistent-
ly produce initiatives that are both innovative and effective.”
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NEW YORK/SEATTLE: Members of
Microsoft Corp’s board have held talks
with ValueAct Capital Management LP in
recent days over the activist shareholder’s
demands to secure a seat on the compa-
ny’s board, two sources close to the mat-
ter said on Friday. ValueAct, which wants
a say in the way the world’s largest soft-
ware company is adapting to the new
world of mobile computing, is seeking to
nominate a person from its own organiza-
tion, the sources said. The news comes as
Microsoft had its biggest sell-off in four
years, wiping $34 billion off its market val-
ue, after quarterly results were hit by
weak demand for its latest Windows sys-
tem and poor sales of its Surface tablet. 

San Francisco-based ValueAct, which
manages more than $10 billion for clients,
owned 33 million Microsoft shares as of
March, which is 0.4 percent of total shares
outstanding, but it is believed to be buy-

ing more. The fund, co-founded by
finance industry veteran Jeff Ubben in
2000, has made a reputation for building
stakes in companies and working with
management in private to change funda-
mental strategy. ValueAct’s other major
holdings include Adobe Systems Inc,
Motorola Solutions Inc and Valeant
Pharmaceuticals International Inc.

In recent months a number of
Microsoft’s top institutional investors
have contacted ValueAct, expressing con-
cern over management execution and
strategy, the sources said. High among
the issues in the talks, which the sources
described as ongoing, is the apparent
lack of succession planning at the top of
the company. Steve Ballmer has held the
chief executive job since 2000 and shows
no signs of relinquishing it. Ballmer, 57,
once remarked that he envisaged staying
on until his youngest child goes to col-

lege, which would be around 2017 or
2018, but since then he has not publicly
addressed the matter. 

ValueAct and Microsoft declined to
comment. The software company has
previously said there is a CEO succession
plan in place, but has declined to give
details of it. Microsoft’s huge stock drop
on Friday, prompted by its financial
results and a $900 million write-down on
the value of unsold Surface tablets, pro-
voked fresh skepticism of Ballmer’s new
plan to reshape Microsoft around devices
and services. “The recent reorganization
does not fix the tablet or smartphone
problem,” Nomura analyst Rick Sherlund
said in a note to clients on Friday. “The
devices opportunity just received a $900
million hardware write-off for Surface RT
and investors may not even like the idea
of wading deeper into this territory.”

ValueAct is thought to oppose

Microsoft’s recent foray into making its
own devices. Microsoft and Ballmer have
been the targets of much criticism over
the past decade, chiefly for falling behind
Apple Inc and Google Inc in the shift
toward mobile computing. 

The company, however, has not been
subjected to much overt protestation
from shareholders. The most public chal-
lenge came two years ago, when
Greenlight Capital’s David Einhorn, who
made his name warning about Lehman
Brothers’ financial health before the
investment bank’s collapse, called for
Ballmer to step down. 

Microsoft never responded publicly to
that call, and the company’s board has
never indicated any major disapproval
with Ballmer’s performance, although it
did trim his bonus last year for sagging
Windows sales and a mistake that led to a
massive fine by European regulators.

ValueAct may find it difficult to stir up
change at Microsoft, even if it does get a
seat on the board, given that co-founder
and Chairman Bill Gates has long been a
solid supporter of his old friend and col-
league Ballmer. 

Gates, who founded Microsoft in 1975
with Paul Allen, still owns about 4.8 per-
cent of the company and is the largest
individual shareholder. Ballmer, who is
also on the board, owns about 4 percent.
Alongside Gates and Ballmer, seven inde-
pendent directors make up Microsoft’s
nine-person board. 

The lead independent director is John
Thompson, a former Symantec Corp and
IBM executive. Microsoft’s shares closed
down 11.4 percent at $31.40 on Nasdaq
on Friday, but recovered slightly to $31.58
in after-hours trading, after the news that
board members were in talks with
ValueAct. — Reuters 

Microsoft in talks with ValueAct over board seat 

ROUND ROCK, Texas: Michael Dell
believes he can revive the company
bearing his  name if  his  group of
investors can buy it for $24.4 billion.
But that deal is in danger of falling
apart, increasing the chances that the
personal computer giant’s founder
might not be CEO much longer. The
formidable challenges already facing
Dell Inc. and its CEO got more daunt-
ing Thursday with the slumping com-
pany’s decision to delay a vote on
Michael Dell’s proposed buyout.

The postponement unti l  next
Wednesday signals that a five-month
campaign by Michael Dell and the
company’s board hasn’t overcome the
staunch resistance of billionaire Carl
Icahn and other shareholders, who
argue that the buyout price is too low
and discounts the company’s long-
term prospects. 

Michael Dell’s offer has the support
of three shareholder-advisory firms
and is backed by the financial clout of
buyout specialist Silver Lake Partners
and a group of lenders. It would take
the company private so that Michael
Dell can try to engineer a long-term
recovery without the glare of Wall
Street and its fixation with quarter-to-
quarter expectations.

The offer works out to $13.65 per
share, or more than 40 percent below
where the stock stood in early 2007.
That was when Michael Dell returned
for a second stint as the company’s
CEO - just a few months before Apple
Inc. started selling the iPhone, which
triggered a mobile-computing revolu-
tion that left Dell Inc. on shaky ground.
Rather than relying on the types of
desktops and laptops made by Dell,
more people are embracing conven-
ient and powerful smartphones and
tablet computers to connect to the
Internet and handle other common
computing tasks. In a telltale sign of
the upheaval, tablets are expected to
outsell laptops for the first time this
year.

Michael Dell plans to invest heavily
in tablets and a new breed of hybrid
PCs that offer the touch-screen con-
trols of mobile devices. That commit-
ment is likely to depress the compa-
ny ’s  earnings unti l  the addit ional
spending pays off. At the same time,
he wants Dell to become a diversified
seller of technology services, business
software and high-end computers -
much the way IBM Corp. successfully
transformed itself in the 1990s.

Unlike IBM, Michael Dell believes
the radical makeover can be better
done by a company that isn’t facing
Wall Street ’s pressures to increase
profits and revenue from one quarter
to the next. That’s why he structured
his buyout to end Dell’s 25-year histo-
ry as a publicly held company - a run
that has made the 48-year-old CEO
one of the world’s richest people, with
an estimated fortune of $15 billion,
according to Forbes’ latest rankings.

Michael  Del l  and a four-person
board committee overseeing the com-
pany’s sale negotiations will make last-
ditch efforts during the next six days
to persuade opposing shareholders to
change their minds while also prod-
ding apathetic  shareholders who
didn’t cast their ballots to weigh in
with a yes vote. The proposal needs
the backing of just over 42 percent of
Dell ’s  outstanding stock to be
approved. Less than 50 percent of the
stock is needed because Michael Dell’s
15.6 percent stake in the company
isn’t  counted in the bal loting.
Shareholders representing at least 20
percent of the votes are known to be
in opposition.

It’s possible that Michael Dell and
Silver Lake could sweeten their offer to
sway the holdouts, although many
analysts are skeptical that the bid will
be increased because the PC market
and Dell’s financial performance have
deteriorated even further since the
deal was reached in February. The
board says it already wrangled six bid
increases from Silver Lake and Michael
Dell during the negotiations leading
up to the agreement at $13.65 per
share.Michael Dell isn’t sharing his

thoughts publicly. He showed up at
Thursday’s meeting at the company’s
Round Rock, Texas, headquarters with
several other board members. But he
made no remarks and walked out
without answering questions after the
gathering was quickly adjourned to
give him and the board more time to
find a way to get the deal done. The
hope for a better offer, or at least get-
ting a deal done, seemed to help Dell’s
stock Thursday. After the delay was
announced, the stock gained 24 cents,
or 1.9 percent, to close at $13.12.

If Michael Dell’s deal collapses, it
would thrust the company and its
stock into turmoil, said Needham & Co.
analyst Richard Kugele. “We fear that
Dell is entering a period of massive
uncertainty, where nearly all options
are negative, disruptive and MESSY,”
Kugele warned Thursday in a research
note. The immediate worry would be a
possible overthrow of Dell ’s entire
board, one that would also lead to
Michael Dell’s ouster.

Icahn, Dell’s second largest share-
holder behind Michael Dell, is teaming
up with Southeastern Asset
Management, another major share-
holder, in an attempt to replace Dell’s
10-member board with an alternative
slate. That slate would back a compli-
cated proposal to distribute nearly $16
billion in cash to stockholders while
still leaving them with a stake in the
company. In a joint statement, Icahn
and Southeastern Asset said
Thursday’s delaying tactic “reflects the
unhappiness of Dell stockholders” with
Michael Dell’s plan.

Dell hasn’t scheduled the date of its
annual meeting, but Icahn contends

the law requires one by Aug 14. Last
year,  the company held its annual
meeting on July 13. Dell spokesman
David Frink declined to say whether
the meeting will be held by Aug 14
this year. If his mutiny succeeds, Icahn
has already pledged to dump Michael
Dell as CEO. 

He hasn’t identified whom he has in
mind to run the company. Even if the
Icahn-led rebellion is thwarted, Kugele
questions whether Michael Dell will
want to remain CEO of a publicly held
company that is  tr ying to make
wrenching changes to adapt to a shift
in the way people are engaging with
technology.

Worldwide sales of  laptop and
desktop machines have fallen from the
previous year in five consecutive quar-
ters, the longest slide in industry’s his-
tor y,  according to research f irm
Gartner. Dell, the world’s third largest
PC maker, saw its shipments slip by
another 4 percent during the April-
June period, despite aggressive price
cuts to spur more sales. Michael Dell
has proposed contributing $750 mil-
lion and about $3.7 billion worth of
stock toward the buyout. The rest of
the $24.4 billion would come from
Silver Lake and lenders, including a $2
billion loan from longtime Dell partner
Microsoft Corp.

To get a deal done at that price,
Michael Dell and the company’s board

will have to sway shareholders such as
Joe Whitlock, who attended Thursday’s
brief meeting. Whitlock, a longtime
shareholder who said his stake “isn’t
enough to make a difference” in the
outcome, didn’t  vote Thursday.
Although his stockbroker had advised
him to support the buyout, he began
to have second thoughts and said the
$13.65 per share being offered “is
undervalued for the stock.”

Icahn,  Southeastern and other
shareholders have reached similar
conclusions, arguing that Dell Inc. has
already made inroads in business soft-
ware and other promising technology
niches that are likely to drive the stock
price higher within the next few years.
They contend the deal currently on
the table would unfairly allow Michael
Dell and his backers to reap all the
gains after buying the company at
what will eventually look like a bargain
price.

The alternative drawn up by Icahn
and Southeastern proposes buying up
to 1.1 billion of Dell’s nearly 1.8 billion
shares for $14 apiece. 

That would ensure existing share-
holders would also still own stock, if
they choose, so they could benefit
from a turnaround. The bid would also
distribute warrants giving sharehold-
ers access to some additional stock in
the future. Icahn and Southeastern
estimate their plan is worth $15.50 to
$18 per share. Combined, Icahn and
Southeastern own a nearly 13 percent
stake in Dell.

Dell’s board contends that share-
holders are better off taking cash now
and transferring all  the risks of an
uncertain turnaround to Michael Dell

and his backers. It‘s a gamble that oth-
ers have been unwilling to take. Dell’s
board says it approached dozens of
potential buyers about making a bid
for the company and couldn’t find any
takers. After reaching the deal with
Michael  Dell  and Si lver Lake,  Dell
received an offer from another buyout
group, the Blackstone Group. But that
bid was withdrawn in Apri l  af ter
Blackstone reviewed Dell’s books and
was scared off  by the company ’s
“rapidly eroding financial profile.”

It has been a harsh comedown for
one of corporate America’s greatest
success stories. While still a teenager,
Michael Dell started PC’s Limited, now
known as Dell, from his dorm room at
the University of Texas in Austin in
1984. He initially sold computer disk
drives, but soon was assembling com-
puters and undercutting conventional
retailers on price. He raised $30 million
by taking the company public in 1988.
Dell went on to change the PC busi-
ness with low costs, customized orders
and direct sales - first over the phone
and later the Internet.

Dell’s stock hit a split-adjusted peak
of $60 during the dot-com boom in
2000 when the company was still rid-
ing high amid booming sales of PCs.
Many analysts believe the stock could
plunge below $9 and test its lows
reached last fall if there isn’t a deal in
place to sell the company. — AP 

Dell delays buyout vote,
signaling lack of support

Deal is in danger of falling apart

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Nov 14, 2007 file photo, Dell CEO Michael Dell smiles at
Oracle Open World conference. — AP 

ROUND ROCK, Texas: Dell Inc has delayed Thursday’s
vote on founder Michael Dell’s plan to take the com-
puter maker private. That’s a sign the board needs
more time to rally support. Activist investor Carl Icahn
and the Southeastern Asset Management fund, which
own 13 percent of the company combined, have
made a competing proposal.

Here’s a closer look at the two plans:
MICHAEL DELL/SILVER LAKE

About the offer: The $24.4 billion buyout offer,
at $13.65 per share, would take the company pri-
vate. Michael Dell, the CEO and the largest share-
holder, is throwing in all of his stock and $750 mil-
lion of his $15 billion fortune to help finance the
sale to a group led by investment firm Silver Lake.
Dell’s stock-and-cash contributions to the deal are
valued at about $4.5 billion. The plan calls for paying
for most of this through loans, including $2 billion
from longtime Dell partner Microsoft Corp.

If it succeeds: Michael Dell is hoping to evolve
the company into a more diversified seller of tech-
nology services, business software and high-end
computers much the way IBM Corp. had successfully
transformed itself in the 1990s. He believes he has a
better chance of turning the company around in the
long run if it didn’t have to worry about Wall Street’s
quarter-to-quarter expectations. 

Criticisms: Some big investors have signaled
opposition to the bid. Icahn believes the offer
undervalues the company’s long-term prospects
and gives Michael Dell and his backers an unfair
opportunity to profit from a turnaround. The deal
would saddle Dell with more than $15 billion in
debt, which could raise doubts about its financial
stability among its risk-averse corporate customers.

The status: The plan has the backing of Dell’s
board. Because of an agreement that Michael Dell
wouldn’t cast his shares, which represent about 16
percent of the company’s stock, the board needs
the support of slightly more than 42 percent of
Dell’s outstanding stock. Shareholders representing

at least 20 percent of the votes were known to be in
opposition. Although the company hasn’t disclosed
the current vote tally, the delay in formally record-
ing the vote suggests it is short of what’s needed.

The vote has been rescheduled for next
Wednesday at a meeting to take place at 5 p.m. CDT
(6 p.m. EDT ) at the company’s headquarters in
Round Rock, Texas. The vote is open to shareholders
of record on June 3, the same as before.  With the
delay, the board can try to sway some of the oppos-
ing shareholders, possibly if the group sweetens its
bid. It can also try to get votes from those who had-
n’t cast votes by Thursday’s meeting.

CARL ICAHN/SOUTHEASTERN 
ASSET MANAGEMENT

About the offer: Icahn and Southeastern Asset
have proposed that the company buy back 1.1 bil-
lion shares at $14 each. They added another ele-
ment last week that would give stockholders war-
rants to buy additional shares. Icahn has valued his
plan at $15.50 to $18 per share. That plan calls for
rewarding shareholders with some cash now, but
leaving about a third of the shares outstanding for
shareholders to benefit from a successful turn-
around. 

If it succeeds: Icahn and Southeastern want to
replace the Dell board with their own slate of candi-
dates and put their plan in effect. Icahn plans to
oust Michael Dell as CEO, but hasn’t said whom he
has in mind to run the company. 

Criticisms: A special committee of Dell’s board
calls the plan risky and short on details. One share-
holder-advisory firm, Glass, Lewis & Co, says the cer-
tainty of a cash payout under the Michael Dell plan
is better than the risk in continuing to hold Dell
shares. 

The status:  No vote has been scheduled.
Instead, Icahn would have to replace enough
board members with his own candidates at Dell’s
annual shareholders meeting, which hasn’t been
scheduled yet. — AP 

DUBAI: Kaspersky Lab announces that its experts
have developed and patented an advanced tech-
nology to recover passwords and encryption keys
on mobile devices. PatentNo.2481632, issued by
Rospatent, describes a method that almost elimi-
nates any possibil ity of data compromise.
Although the patent has only recently been grant-
ed, the technology is already available in
Kaspersky Mobile Security. 

Encryption is an extremely safe method of pro-
tecting confidential data protection, which is
widely used by both corporations and personal
users. However, there is a disadvantage in its
application: people forget and lose the passwords
to access encrypted data. On the one hand this
highlights the perils of losing passwords - if a
password cannot be restored, the encrypted data
also remains inaccessible. On the other hand, a
recoverable password increases the risk of valu-
able data being compromised. Keep in mind that
the methods used by vendors to protect backup
copies may contain vulnerabilities which could
allow unauthorized access to secret data.

As a result, consumers usually have to choose
the lesser of two evils. Either use extremely well-
protected solutions that do not forgive any
human error and do not allow password recovery,
or place your trust in the reliability of your ven-
dor’s IT infrastructure if it allows password recov-
ery. Kaspersky Lab sought to avoid this compro-
mise by developing its own technology to recover
passwords and encryption keys on mobile
devices.

In order to recover passwords and keys for
encrypted data, the Kaspersky Lab patented tech-
nology uses three independent factors: user ID, a
mobile device ID and a random number. When
the user first installs Kaspersky Lab’s mobile secu-
rity solution, the authentication system asks for an
email address. Kaspersky Mobile Security identi-
fies the hash addresses (the sequence of symbols
that is received by converting the alphanumeric
email address using a special algorithm). In addi-
tion, it creates a unique ID for the device based on
its hardware characteristics and finally generates a
random number. After registration, the encrypted
random number together with the hashed email
address and the device ID is transmitted to
Kaspersky Lab’s servers. 

The random number is used by the product in
order to provide a “defense of the defense”. Like
many other solutions, Kaspersky Mobile Security
uses a special data encryption key. The key itself
also needs to be protected by encryption to
ensure its safety. Usually the key is protected by a
user password. Whenever a user enters the pass-
word, the key is decrypted first and only then
comes the turn of the information encrypted with
it. Therefore, if the password is lost or forgotten,
the information is almost impossible to decrypt.
The patented technology integrated in Kaspersky
Mobile Security can store two copies of keys on
the device: the primary copy is encrypted with the
help of the user password and the backup copy is
encrypted using the previously generated ran-
dom number.

This combination file photos shows Dell founder Michael Dell (left) on Jan 26, 2011, and Carl Icahn, on
Oct 7, 2007. — AP 

A look at 2 plans 
for Dell’s future

Kaspersky patents tech for
recovery of encrypted data



NORTH CAROLINA: Duke brain cancer patient Stephanie Lipscomb, 22 (from
left) has her heart and breathing checked by Duke Cancer Center oncologist
Dr Annick Desjardins, as Stephanie’s mother, Kelli Lusk watches in Durham,
North Carolina. — MCT 
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CAPE CANAVERAL: Now he knows what it’s
like to be a goldfish in a fishbowl. Two days
after his helmet flooded during a spacewalk,
astronaut Luca Parmitano relived the experi-
ence Thursday, describing how water kept
trickling into his helmet until big globs cov-
ered his eyes, then his nose. It was hard to
see, he said, and he could not hear. “For a
couple of minutes there, maybe more than a
couple of minutes, I experienced what it’s
like to be a goldfish in a fishbowl - from the
point of view of the goldfish,” Parmitano said
in a TV interview from the International
Space Station.

Parmitano said he used his memory to
make his way back into the space station. His
spacewalking partner, Christopher Cassidy,
was a big help. The 36-year-old Italian Air
Force officer said he was “miserable but OK”
as Tuesday’s spacewalk came to an abrupt
end. “Imagine walking around with your eyes
closed in a fishbowl. Really, that’s what was
going on ... It’s just a very uncomfortable
feeling to be with your face underwater for
all that time,” he said. Parmitano, a former

test pilot, said he was lucky to get back
inside so quickly. He figures there was 3
pounds of water floating inside his helmet
when his crewmates yanked it off; that’s
nearly a half-gallon. NASA managers have
said Parmitano could have choked or
drowned, and praised his calmness during
the ordeal.

Parmitano’s colleagues grabbed towels to
mop his bald head once the 11/2-hour
spacewalk ended. Some water bubbles
escaped and floated away. The astronauts as
well as engineers in Houston are still trying
to figure out what went wrong. Parmitano’s
drink bag has been ruled out. The only other
possibility is the cooling system for his suit.
Parmitano said his long underwear, contain-
ing water tubes, appears to be fine.

“I’m sure that they will find both the prob-
lem and the solution,” Parmitano said.
Parmitano became Italy’s first spacewalker
last week. His spacesuit functioned perfectly
the first time around. Tuesday’s excursion
was a continuation of the maintenance work,
none of which was urgent. —AP

Astronaut with flooded
helmet felt like goldfish

TAIPEI: Three years ago Mr and Ms Lee fulfilled
their dream of parenthood with the help of a sur-
rogate mother. But like many Taiwanese couples
in their position, they were forced to seek surro-
gacy abroad because the procedure is illegal at
home. “Healthy couples cannot imagine the diffi-
culty and pain we have been through. We tried
everything we could,” said Lee, a 40-year-old busi-
nessman in Taipei who did not wish to give his full
name.

He and his 35-year-old wife also considered
adoption. “But since there was still a way we could
have our own child, surrogacy was the best
option,” he said. “We envied other couples who
have children and we finally felt that our lives
were complete when our son was born,” he said.

A bill to legalise altruistic surrogacy-in which a
woman agrees to carry a child for another couple
through In vitro fertilisation without financially
profiting from the procedure-remains in limbo in
Taiwan, forcing couples like the Lees into the
global commercial surrogacy market. The island is
divided over the controversial and sensitive issue,
which presents a legal and ethical minefield for
experts who have failed to agree on issues such as
the rights of the surrogate mother, biological par-
ents and the foetus.

Those who broker or make financial gains from
embryo reproduction face a possible two-year jail
term, although there is no penalty for those who
pay for it, according to prosecutors. The legality of
surrogacy varies widely around the world, particu-
larly in Asia where commercial for-profit surroga-
cy services are prohibited in many countries.

India is an exception, where the government is
in the process of passing laws to regulate a fertili-
ty industry that offers foreign couples cheaper
alternatives to options such as the US and Britain.
Altruistic surrogacy options are legally available in
Australia subject to strict screening processes.
China prohibits surrogacy, while Japan, South
Korea and Thailand have no laws in place deter-
mining the rights of participants.

Taiwan’s health authorities first contemplated
legalising surrogacy about a decade ago and
drafted a bill in 2005 but there has been no real
progress since then. “In light of the demand for
reproductive technology as well as some ethical
concerns from society, the bureau has been
actively promoting discussions at home and fol-
lowing international experiences in order to come
up with a bill that is thorough while meeting the
demands of our time,” said Taiwan’s Bureau of
Health Promotion in a statement.

‘Technology can’t resolve a cultural issue’
Opposition comes from women’s r ights

groups, who say surrogacy satisfies the needs of

wealthy couples but overlooks the health risks
and emotional impact on surrogate mothers dur-
ing and after the pregnancy. A surrogacy proce-
dure can cost around $55,000 (42,000 euros) in
Thailand to $100,000 (76,000 euros) in the United
States, including medical and legal expenses as
well as payments to surrogate mothers, according
to fertility experts.

“A woman’s body is not a commodity or a tool.
We oppose rich people exploiting poor women
and buying them as surrogate mothers,” said
Huang Sue-ying, chairperson of the advocacy
group Taiwan Women’s Link. She urges Taiwanese
couples to reconsider the traditional concept of
producing an heir and “open up their minds” to
other possibilities such as adopting orphans.

“Traditionally a couple would need to have a

son to continue the family line but what if a surro-
gate mother doesn’t bear a son? I don’t think
technology can resolve a cultural issue,” she said.
The Lees say they hired their surrogate mother in
Thailand on mutually agreed terms. 

“We didn’t force her to become a surrogate
mother, she wanted to make money out of her
own free will. I don’t think it demeans her in any
way,” Mr Lee said.

Demand for infertility treatment has been on

the rise in Taiwan, which has one of the world’s
lowest birth rates, partly as more couples choose
to get married and have babies at an older age,
doctors say. In 2012, the average age of women
who gave birth for the first time was 30.1 years
old, according to the interior ministry. Estimates
of the number of Taiwanese couples seeking sur-
rogacy range from anywhere between several
hundred to tens of thousands.

Dr. Liu Ji-ong, a fertility expert in Taipei, said
surrogacy is the only option for many women
with underlying medical conditions. “I think it is a
question of social justice. We cannot neglect the
needs of those women who want to be mothers
as they are unlikely to speak up for themselves or
take to the streets,” he said.

Lee said he only hopes that if the surrogacy bill

is passed, it recognises previous cases. Currently
he can only register his son as his child born out
of wedlock, while his wife is recognised as the
“adoptive mother”. However, he said he doubts
that Taiwan will see real progress on the issue in
the short term. “It is not a major concern for
Taiwanese politicians because there are just not
enough votes for them,” he said. Asked about the
chances of Taiwan passing a surrogacy bill any
time soon, he said: “I am not optimistic.” — AFP 

Taiwan couples seek surrogacy 
abroad to avoid procedure ban
Taiwan has one of the world’s lowest birth rates

TAIPEI: A variety of books on pregnancy and infertility are on display in a book-
store. — AFP 

DURHAM: The same virus that causes paralysis
and sometimes death in polio patients may
have the potential to cure people with cancer-
ous brain tumors based on early results of a
research trial underway at Duke University
Medical Center. Stephanie Lipscomb, 22,
learned that she was nearly cancer-free during
a checkup at Duke Cancer Center on Monday -
14 months after a modified version of the
poliovirus was injected into her brain to treat a
recurring, aggressive cancer known as glioblas-
toma.

“I’m really pleased; the nodule is almost all
gone,” neuro-oncologist Annick Desjardins told
Lipscomb, as she examined the young woman’s
MRI brain scan. Lipscomb, of Seneca, SC,
became the first patient to enter the first phase
of testing for the poliovirus-based therapy
when she was given the virus through a
catheter inserted into her brain in May 2012.

“The fact that this patient had the proce-
dure 14 months ago and there’s been no
regrowth of the tumor is very, very exciting and
promising,” said Desjardins, lead investigator in
the study. So far, seven patients have been
treated in the poliovirus study. Two who joined
the project shortly after Lipscomb also have
experienced dramatic shrinkage of their
tumors, while two others failed to improve. An
additional two patients have been treated
more recently, and doctors say it is too early to
determine the results.

The glioblastoma treatment uses the Sabin
1 virus strain developed in the 1950s to vacci-
nate humans against polio disease, which caus-
es paralysis by infecting cells in the spinal cord.
To ensure greater safety, researchers swapped
out a piece of genetic information to alter the
virus so it could not grow in normal brain cells,
said Matthais Gromeier, a polio-virologist at
Duke who developed the therapy. The modi-
fied virus has been tested in both primates and
humans over the past decade, Gromeier said.

“We have tested it with a sufficient amount
of patients to know it is absolutely safe in
humans,” he said. “We have not observed any

toxic side effects.” Exactly how the poliovirus
works against cancer cells is still being studied,
but Gromeier thinks it triggers a response in
the patient’s immune system.

“Since we are all vaccinated against polio,
we already have immune defenses,” he said. “So
when we infect the tumor, our immune system
will come in and respond and turn against the
patient’s tumor.” The poliovirus is among a
number of viral agents being studied in cancer
research, said Jan Buckner, chairman of the
Department of Oncology at Mayo Clinic in
Rochester, Minn., who heard a presentation on
the Duke research at a recent meeting of the
American Society of Clinical Oncology. “In con-
cept, this and many other viral therapies are
promising,” Buckner said. Cancer specialists at
Mayo Clinic and other research institutions are
testing therapies that use a variety of disease-
causing viruses, including measles and the
vesicular stomatitis virus, which is related to
rabies. Viruses may work against cancer by
causing the body’s immune system to defend
itself, but there is also evidence that some
viruses may directly attack tumor cells. Others
are being targeted toward specific cancer gene
mutations, Buckner said.

“Which property of virus therapy is going to
prove to be most effective remains to be seen,”
he said. Researchers are optimistic about the
future of poliovirus as a weapon against brain
and other types of cancers. “It seems promising,
but we will still need to look at more patients
and see if we can reproduce these results,”
Desjardins said.

Glioblastoma is the most common and
aggressive type of brain cancer and is usually
fatal. Standard treatment includes surgery,
chemotherapy and radiation, with the tumors
reoccurring in 95 percent of cases - nearly 50
percent within eight weeks of treatment. “We
typically expect about a year of survival” after
traditional treatment, Desjardins said. “And it
really affects who they are, how they function.
Mostly it affects people in their late 40s to mid
50s.”—MCT

Tests show brain tumor 
shrinking after injection

KUWAIT: Dar Al-Shifa Hospital’s medical
surgical team, under the leadership of Dr
Abdullah Al-Haddad and through its
advanced laparoscopic techniques, was
successfully able to cure a patient suffer-
ing from colon problems through a suc-
cessful laparoscopic surgery. This was
after her suffering from ventral hernia and
bowel problems as a result of two open
abdominal surgeries conducted in
Germany. 

The patient has previously suffered
from Crohn’s disease, a type of inflamma-
tory bowel disease that may affect any
part of the gastrointestinal tract starting
from the mouth to the esophagus, stom-
ach and finally the anus, and causes a
wide variety of symptoms. These include a
chronic inflammatory disorder, in which
the body’s immune system attacks the

gastrointestinal tract possibly directed at
microbial antigens. 

Dr Abdullah Al-Haddad - Consultant
General Surgery, Colon and Rectal Surgery
said: “The patient’s condition dates back
to the middle of 2012, where she was on a
vacation in Germany and upon suffering
from extreme pain in her abdomen,
sought out to doctors there. Trying to
treat her bowel problems, doctors decid-
ed she needed to undergo abdominal sur-
gery. Soon after the laparoscopy convert-
ed to an open surgery, doctors performed
the open exploratory procedure and bow-
el resection (a surgical procedure in which
part of the large or small intestine is
removed). Within seven days of the opera-
tion, the patient confirmed that she has
been suffering from abdominal pain,
fever, nausea and abdominal distention.”

“The patient was admitted to the hos-
pital again and diagnosed to have an
anastomotic leak, which causes fluids to
leak. Hence, the patient underwent anoth-
er open abdominal surgery at the hospital
and a colostomy bag was put for her and
doctors in Germany specified this bag to
be kept for 5 months and then removed
with an open surgery (which means it
would be the third abdominal procedure
performed on her).”

Dr Al-Haddad said: “When the patient
arrived to Kuwait, we performed compre-
hensive check-ups on her, and found out
she is suffering from a huge ventral hernia
as a result of her two open abdominal sur-
geries. We finally decided to perform an
advanced laparoscopic surgical procedure
where she had reversal of her colostomy,
along with laparoscopic adhesiolysis pro-

cedure, to repair the ventral hernia.” 
After the 3-hour surgery, the patient

recovered within 4 days and regained her
normal bowel functions while the small
laparoscopic wounds were healed gradu-
ally and had excellent post-operative
recovery. Dr Al-Haddad concluded: “This
achievement highlights the idea that
experienced and professional local doc-
tors are able to perform complex surger-
ies, through the latest technologies avail-
able at private hospitals.” Dr Abdullah Al-
Haddad received his fellowship in colon
and rectum surgery and completed the
board examination for both the American
and Canadian Board of Surgery and the
American Board of Colon Rectal Surgery.
He was also granted the position of volun-
tary assistant professor at the University of
Miami, USA.

Successful laparoscopic colon surgery 
after two attempts in Germany
Dar Al-Shifa Hospital surgical team cures patient

Dr Abdullah Al-Haddad

The black widow spider is
one of six poisonous kinds
of spiders in the United

States. It is part of the arachnid
family. Its body is about one-half
inch long (smaller than a dime),
and it has long legs. The black
widow spider is shiny and black
with a red-orange or yellow mark
in the shape of an hourglass on
its stomach. Black widow spiders
and their relatives can be found
almost anywhere in the Western
hemisphere of the world in damp
and dark places. Their favorite
places are wood piles, tree
stumps, trash piles, storage sheds,
fruit and vegetable gardens, in
stone walls and under rocks. If
they come inside, they will go to
dark places like corners of closets,
garages or behind furniture. They
are shy by nature and bite only
when trapped, sat on or acciden-
tally touched. A person who gets
bitten by a black widow spider
might not know it right away,
since the bite can sometimes feel
like a little pinprick. After 30 to 40
minutes, though, the area of the
bite will swell and hurt a lot.

What you should do
If you ever think that you’ve

been bitten by a black widow spi-
der, tell an adult immediately.
Black widow spider bites rarely
kill people, but it’s important to
get medical attention as soon as

you can because they can make
you extremely sick. With an
adult’s help, wash the bite well
with soap and water. Then apply
an ice pack to the bite to slow
down the spread of the spider’s
venom. Try to elevate the area

and keep it still to help prevent
the spread of venom.

If it’s possible, have an adult
catch and bring the spider to the
doctor ’s office with you. Even
though it’s usually easy to identi-
fy black widows, you’ll want to

make sure that’s the kind of spi-
der that bit you. The spider can
be killed first before you bring it
with you; just be sure not to
squish it so much that no one can
tell what it is.

What a doctor will do
Doctors treat people who have

been bitten by black widow spi-
ders with medications to help
relax the muscles and reduce
pain. They sometimes give
antivenin, a medication that
fights the venom in the spider’s
bite, if someone who has been
bitten has underlying medical
problems or doesn’t get better
from the other medications.

How to avoid getting bitten
The best way to avoid getting

bitten by black widow spiders is
to be careful in areas where they
like to spend time. Don’t play
around in rock piles or wood
piles. If you are working outside
in the yard in big piles of logs or
leaves, wear gloves. Be sure to
shake out blankets and clothing
that have been stored in the attic
or the basement, or if they have
been in a closet but not used for
a long time. If you are cleaning
behind furniture, look carefully
behind it before reaching around.
If you keep your shoes in a mud-
room or garage, shake them out
before putting them on. —MCT 

Hey! A black widow spider bit me!

The black widow spider is one of six poisonous kinds of spiders
in the United States. — MCT 
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“We are physicians from different specialties with a specific interest in public health advocacy and
promotion. We, also, aim to increase awareness among the Kuwaiti public regarding a variety of dis-

eases and conditions and to rectify the misconceptions they may have. Since our group consists of
multiple physicians we decided to write under the pen name of L’homme en Blanc.” 

HYDERABAD: A mentally ill woman is chained to a cement post outside a tomb in Hyderabad that is believed
to have curative powers. — MCT 

Tar wraps? Is this what people are into
eating these days, Tar? Well technically
yes. Smoking is a pandemic and it is

one of the main causes of morbidity and
mortality in our community. A lot of people
know that smoking is bad; however, they
st i l l  maintain this  habit .  This  could be
because of peer pressure or because of the
thrill of puffing smoke like a dragon; either
way, people get addicted to this tar wrap. In
this article I’ll tell u exactly what it is you are
“ingesting” when you happily puff away at
your cigarette and why it is so addicting. 

Nicotine is the culprit in cigarette smok-
ing addiction. Nicotine exhibits its effect on

the central nervous system by enhancing
the release of a chemical called dopamine.
So what is dopamine? Dopamine is one the
most influential chemicals in our brains and
it controls our cravings. Thus, when a person
consumes cigarettes which contain high lev-
els of nicotine they increase their dopamine
levels. This leads to the falsely high level of
satisfaction with every puff. When a person
wants to actually stop smoking, s/he is
going to decrease the amount of nicotine in
his/her  blood thereby decreasing the
amount of dopamine in his/her brain lead-
ing to more craving and a sense of dissatis-
faction. The difficulty of quitting smoking

lies in the aforementioned process.
Cigarettes  contain more than 4,000

chemicals in them. Surprisingly 69 of those
chemicals are known carcinogens (i.e. they
tend to produce cancer) and for that reason
it is not surprising that 10 percent of smok-
ers develop cancer. When you compare non-
smokers to smokers, smokers are 23 times
more likely to develop lung cancer. 

So is this tar wrap just increasing our risk
of lung cancer? No, not really.  Smoking
increases your risk of developing other
types of cancer too. These include cancers of
the throat, mouth, nasal cavity, esophagus,
stomach, pancreas, kidney, bladder, and

cer vix  in  addit ion to acute myeloid
leukemia. 

One might wonder, is it only cancer that I
need to worry about? Well not quite. In addi-
tion to increasing your risk of cancer smok-
ing increases your risk of developing a heart
attack, stroke, chronic obstructive airway
disease, and a gastric ulcer. These reasons
should be more than enough to deter you
from this habit; however, there are many
more. 

The most important factor to keep you
from smoking is kept for last. Harming your
loved ones. Second hand smokers actually
have the exact same risk of developing dis-

ease related to smoking when compared to
smokers.  Smoking still remains the leading
cause of preventable death and has a nega-
tive health impact on people at all stages of
life. It harms unborn babies, infants, chil-
dren, adolescents, adults, and seniors. Thus, I
urge everyone that smokes to quit eating
these tar wraps. There are many specialized
clinics here in Kuwait to deal with this issue
and they are widely spread. If that is not
possible then please don’t feed your loved
ones chemicals that can actually shorten
their lives. If you are adamant on smoking
then at least do it in an isolated place. Stay
healthy Kuwait! —L’ Homme en Blanc 

The time to quit smoking is now!

NEW DELHI: In rural areas of India, many
villagers still believe mental illness is
caused by evil spirits angry that the sick
person had killed a cow during a past life.
So-called therapy, conducted by witch
doctors or family members, can include
chaining up the mentally ill, chanting
spells, poking them with pins, or beating
them “to force the spirits out.” “There’s lit-
tle awareness that it’s a real illness,” said
Dr Indira Sharma, Varanasi-based presi-
dent of the Indian Psychiatric Society.
“Most people think it’s all a figment of
your imagination. There’s still a very deep
stigma.” With a population of 1.2 billion
people, India has 4,000 psychiatrists,
compared with 50,000 in the US, about
4,500 in California alone. But in recent
years, the Indian government has
increased budgets for psychiatric educa-
tion and mental health awareness, seek-
ing to curb a sharply rising suicide rate as
millions move into cities where they lack
the social support they had in rural vil-
lages.

A bill awaiting parliamentary action
would make mental health treatment a
right, reduce doctors’ power to commit
patients to psychiatric treatment centers
without their consent and forbid electro-
shock therapy without anesthesia. It
would also decriminalize suicide, provide
for patient confidentiality and obligate
the government to create shelters and

halfway houses for the mentally ill.
With its low number of psychiatrists

and limited funding, India plans to
emphasize training community-based
health workers. “It’s like training a mid-
wife; she doesn’t need to know all about
anatomy,” said Dr Vikram Patel, joint direc-
tor of London’s Center for Global Mental
Health and a member of an Indian Health
Ministry advisory panel.

“There’s a big myth that everything
psychiatrists do is so sophisticated, com-
plicated,” Patel said. “It scares a lot of peo-
ple off. Demystifying mental health is my
agenda.” Though laws can change quickly,
shifts in the culture could take more time.
“There’s a gradual increase in awareness
that mental illness is a health problem,
not a social or personal problem, but it’s
very gradual,” Patel said.

The Vedas, ancient Indian religious
texts from around 1500 BC, condemn sui-
cide for reasons of selfishness but laud it
as self-sacrificing. Traditional medicine
has generally placed more emphasis on
preventing mental illness than treating it
- with herb-based nerve tonics, nasal
therapy, vomiting, purging and enemas.

“A common belief in rural areas is that
the spirit can’t get out because there’s no
exit,” said Dr Sanjay Chugh, a Delhi-based
psychiatrist. “So they’ll get sticks and
puncture the eardrums on both sides.”
Suicide is now the second-highest cause

of death in India among those between
the ages of 15 and 29, according to a
recent study in the medical journal
Lancet. (The most frequent cause of
death for males in that age category is
road accidents, and for females, child
bearing.) The national suicide rate was
about 16 per 100,000 people in 2010, the
study found, compared with 12.4 per
100,000 in the United States, according to
the national Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Among the most common methods
of committing suicide are hanging, drink-
ing pesticide, self-immolation and drown-
ing. The number of hangings prompted
cardiologist Ravi Shankar Sharma to
devise a “suicide-proof fan” after a friend’s
son, who had done poorly on college
entrance exams, killed himself using a
ceiling fan that had been installed to
make his studying easier.

The method is a staple of Bollywood
movies. Sharma’s $8 device employs
interlocking tubes and springs that pre-
vent the fan from supporting a weight of
more than 55 pounds. “His mother cursed
the day she replaced the table fan with
the ceiling fan and said that if she hadn’t
bought it, her son would still be alive,”
said Sharma. “The ceiling fan breaks off
when you’re hanging and the assembly
goes down, so the person lands safely on
the ground.” Ragini, 35, a New Delhi

India fights old myths 
on mental disorders

native who declined to give her family
name, applauds Sharma’s retrofitted fan
idea, and believes it could have a place in
psychiatric hospitals, boarding school
hostels and other high-risk areas.
However, she said that judging from her
own experience, other methods could
easily be found. “I wouldn’t think it
addresses the real issue,” she said.

Ragini, a teacher, became depressed a
year and a half ago. After a history of bad
relationships, she had gotten engaged,
only to have her fiance break it off. She
developed problems sleeping, stopped
eating, avoided friends, quit her job and
cried incessantly. Her family and friends
were supportive, but she pushed them
away, feeling increasingly guilty for trou-

bling them. “I didn’t see a way out,” she
said. “It all snowballed into one big self-
bashing.” Eventually she bought a rope,
borrowed a stepladder and, one day
while her parents were out and her broth-
er downstairs, she hanged herself from
the ceiling fan. Her brother heard the
noise, however, and came running and
rescued her. — MCT 



SEND US YOUR
INSTAGRAM PICS

What’s more fun than clicking a beauti-
ful picture? Sharing it with others! Let
other people see the way you see

Kuwait - through your lens. Friday Times will
feature snapshots of Kuwait through Instagram
feeds. If you want to share your Instagram pho-
tos, email us at

instagram@kuwaittimes.net

Send to What’s On 
upcoming events, birthdays or 
celebrations by email: 
local@kuwaittimes.net 
Fax: 24835619 / 20

Write to us
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Greetings

Wishing Shaikh Anwar Basha and Sajida
Begum a Happy 20th Wedding
Anniversary. Best wishes from daughter

Shaikh Faiz, son Parvez, Shaikh Aslam Basha,
Tabasum Begum, Omar (Haji), Mohd, Khasim,
Chan Basha, Khatunbee, Nasirun, Khader Basha,
Abida, Arshad, Asif, Munawar Basha, Famida,
Mubashir, Thamanna, Mohd Rafi, Ayesha, Anisa,
Ashraf, Ayaan, Khadeerun, Jareena, Kareemun
and near and dear ones from Kuwait and India.

The superior quality of the blends
comes from the meticulous selec-
tion of the best raw materials avail-

able, and from an extraordinary produc-
tion process. Cafe Vergnano is the first to
introduce an innovation that brings all the
passion and pleasure of the perfect

espresso to everyday life at home.
Espresso is now available in Kuwait,
through Al-Sanabel Al-Thahabiya Est. Tel:
22413795/98. Espresso Vergnano can be
ordered through www.taw9eel.com
Espresso Vergnano capsules are compati-
ble with other espresso machines.

Enjoy the taste of true Espresso at 

Vergnano Cafe at Olympia Complex

Announcements

Indian Embassy 
sets up helpline 

T he Indian Embassy in Kuwait has set up
helpline in order to assist Indian expatri-
ates in registering any complaint regard-

ing the government’s ongoing campaign to
stamp out illegal residents from the country.
The embassy said in press release yesterday
that it amended its previous statement and
stated if there is any complaint, the same could
be conveyed at the following (as amended):
Operations Department, Ministry of Interior,
Kuwait. Fax: 22435580, Tel: 24768146/25200334.
It said the embassy has been in regular contact
with local authorities regarding the ongoing
checking of expatriates. The embassy has also
conveyed to them the concerns, fears and
apprehensions of the community in this regard.
The authorities in Kuwait have conveyed that
strict instructions have been issued to ensure
that there is no harassment or improper treat-
ment of expatriates by those undertaking
checking. “The embassy would like to request
Indian expatriates to ensure that they abide by
all local laws, rules and regulations regarding
residency, traffic and other matters,” the release
read. It would be prudent to always carry the
Civil ID and other relevant documents such as
driving license, etc. In case an Indian expatriate
encounters any improper treatment during
checking, it may be conveyed immediately with
full details and contact particulars to the
embassy at the following phone number
67623639. These contact details are exclusively
for the above-mentioned purpose only.

Issue of online visa 
by Indian embassy 

Foreigners requiring visas for India need to
apply it online from 16th June 2013.
Applicants may log on to the Public portal

at www.indianvisaonline.gov.in.   After successful
online submission, the hard copy, so generated,
has to be signed by the applicant and submitted
with supporting documents in accordance with
the type of visa along with the applicable fee in
cash at any of the two outsource centres at
Sharq or Fahaheel.  It is essential that applicants
fill in their personal details as exactly available in
their passports. Mismatch of any of the personal
details would lead to non-acceptance of the
application. Fees once paid are non-refundable.
All children would have to obtain separate visa
on their respective passports.

Amudhan RP, a Chennai based
documentary filmmaker, is try-
ing to riddle out the process of

making a mainstream film. His debut
feature film, The Riddle, is produced
from crowd funding - raising money
through contributions from individuals
and institutions. The 75-minutes long
movie is about 3 men and their anxiety
about their sexualities. The film in three
stories, told parallel
to each other, is
being produced in
Tamil and English
and is expected to
be released next
year.

Director’s
Statement

All men are not
equal. All masculini-
ties are not either.
There are power
dynamics and hier-
archy among men
in terms of caste,
race, class, lan-
guage and success.
Men face discrimi-
nation, insult and
violence from their
fellow men.
Irrespective of their
background all men have pressure to
perform well and end up as winners.
They are expected to face any critical
situation and withstand any amount of
pressure. They are not supposed to cry
or break down. They have to be mascu-
line enough to fight it out.

But all men are not masculine
enough to win all the time. So many
men fall apart. So many men wither
away. They fail to succeed.

The film is about those men who are
not masculine enough to fight with
other men. But they have their own
method to sail through with their per-
sistent efforts.

Some may consider them as losers.
Some may consider them as non per-
formers. But they have stories to tell us
that are inspiring.

Director Amudhan RP has made 18
films so far including Shit, Notes from
the Crematorium, Seruppu, Radiation
Stories (Manavalakurichi, Kalpakkam
and Koodankulam) and Mercury in the
Mist.

He founded and conduct Madurai
International Documentary and Short
Film Festival, Chennai International
Documentary and Short Film Festival
and Chennai Monthly Screenings.

His films have been screened at
many film festivals, film schools,
human rights forums, discussions and
campaigns. His films follow cinema
verite style with an interventionist
touch to them.

Tamil ‘democratic’ filmmaker 

questions maleness in new film  

Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Doctor Ibrahim Al Duaij Al Sabah received in the governorate deewan, public on the occasion of the month of Ramadan who came to wish
him and congratulate him for this occasion.



Information

Embassy

EMBASSY OF AUSTRALIA
The Australian Embassy Kuwait does not
have a visa or immigration department. All
processing of visas and immigration matters
in conducted by The Australian Consulate-General
in Dubai. Email: info.ausdxb@vfshelpline.com (VFS)
immigration.dubai@dfat.gov.au (Visa Office); Tel:
+971 4 355 1958 (VFS) - +971 4 508 7200 (Visa
Office); Fax: +971 4 355 0708 (Visa Office). In Kuwait
applications can be lodged at the Australian Visa
Application Centre 4B 1st Floor, Al-Banwan
Building Al-Qibla Area, Ali Al-Salem Street, opposite
the Central Bank of Kuwait, Kuwait City, Kuwait.
Working hours and days: 09:30 - 17:30; Sunday -
Thursday. Or visit their website www.vfs-au-gcc-
com for more information. Kuwait citizens can
apply for tourist visas on-line at
www.immi.gov.au/e visa/e676.htm.

n n n n n n n

EMBASSY OF CANADA

The Embassy of Canada in Kuwait
does not have a visa or immi-
gration department. All pro-

cessing of visa and immigration matters
including enquiries is conducted by the
Canadian Embassy in Abu Dhabi.
Individuals who are interested in working,
studying, visiting or immigrating to Canada
should contact the Canadian Embassy in
Abu Dhabi, website: www.UAE.gc.ca or
www.goingtocanada.gc.ca, E-mail: abdbi-
im-enquiry@international.gc.ca. The
Embassy of Canada is located at Villa 24, Al-
Mutawakei St, Block 4 in Daaiyah. Please
visit our website at www.Kuwait.gc.ca. The
Embassy of Canada is open from 07:30 to
15:30 Sunday through Thursday. The recep-
tion is open from 07:30 to 12:30. Consular
services for Canadian citizens are provided
from 09:00 until 12:00, Sunday through
Wednesday.  

n n n n n n n

n n n n n n n

EMBASSY OF US 
Parents of Kuwaiti citizen children may
drop off their sons’ and daughters’ visa
applications - completely free of an inter-
view or a trip inside the Embassy. The chil-
dren must be under 14 years of age, and addition-
al requirements do apply, but the service means
parents will no longer have to schedule individual
appointments for their children, nor come inside
the Embassy (unless they are applying for them-
selves). The service is only available for children
holding Kuwaiti passports. To take advantage, par-
ents must drop off the following documents: Child
Visa Drop-off cover sheet, available on the
Embassy website
(http://kuwait.usembassy.gov/child_visas.htm) -
Child’s passport; The Child’s previous passport, if it
contains a valid US visa; 5x5cm photo of child with
eyes open (if uploaded into DS-160, photos must
be a .jpg between 600x600 and 1200x1200 pixels,
less than 240kb, and cannot be digitally altered);
A completed DS-160 form; Visa Fee Receipt from
Burgan Bank; A copy of the valid visa of at least
one parent. If one parent will not travel, provide a
visa copy for the traveling parent, and a passport
copy from the non-traveling parent with a letter
stating no objection to the child’s travel. - For chil-
dren of students (F2): a copy of the child’s I-20. 

Children born in the US (with very few excep-
tions) are US citizens and would not be eligible for
a visa. Parents may drop off the application packet
at Window 2 at the Embassy from 1:00 to 3:00 PM,
Monday to Wednesday, excluding holidays. More
information is available on the U.S. Embassy web-
site: kuwait.usembassy.gov/child_visas.html

EMBASSY OF GREECE 
The Embassy of Greece in Kuwait has the
pleasure to announce that visa applica-
tions must be submitted to Schengen Visa
Application Centre (VFS office) located at 12th
floor, Al-Naser Tower, Fahad Al-Salem Street, Al-
Qibla area, Kuwait City, (Parking at Souk Watia). For
information please call 22281046 from 08:30 to
17:00 (Sunday to Thursday). Working hours:
Submission from 08:30 to 15:30. Passport collec-
tion from 16:00 to 17:00. For visa applications
please visit the following website
www.mfa.gr/kuwait.

W H AT ’ S  ON
SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2013

n n n n n n n

EMBASSY OF INDIA
During the holy month of Ramadan, the
office timings of the Indian Passport and
Visa Service Centres of BLS International
Visa Services Co., Kuwait, situated at (i) Emad
Commercial Centre, Basement Floor, Ahmed Al
Jaber Street, Sharq, Kuwait, and (ii) Mujamma
Unood, 4th floor, Office No. 25-26 Makka Street,
Fahaheel, Kuwait, will be from 8am to 3pm from
Saturday to Thursday (i.e. six days a week).
Tokens for submission of applications will be
issued till 2pm only. Delivery of Passports and
Visas will be from 11am onwards till 3pm.
Embassy of India, Kuwait, will maintain its usual
working hours. 

n n n n n n n

EMBASSY OF VENEZUELA
Working hours of the Embassy of
Venezuela during the holy month of
Ramadan 09.00 till 13.30.

n n n n n n n

EMBASSY OF SOUTH AFRICA
During the holy month of Ramadan, the
South African Embassy will be open to
the public, Sunday through Thursday
from 09:00 am to 14:00 pm. Please note that
the Consular Section operation hours will be
from 09:30 am to 12:00 pm, Sunday through
Thursday.

The Women Cultural and Social Society hosted a ghabqa recently on the occasion of the holy month of Ramadan. The event took place at the WCSS location in
Khaldiya and was attended by society members and a number of guests.  —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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HANNA ON OSN MOVIES HD 

HENRY’S CRIME ON OSN CINEMA

MISSION TO MARS ON OSN ACTION HD

14:35 Border Security
15:05 Auction Hunters
15:30 Auction Kings
16:00 License To Drill
16:55 Rattlesnake Republic
17:50 Mythbusters
18:45 Sons Of Guns
19:40 Deconstruction
20:05 How It’s Made
20:35 Auction Hunters
21:00 Flip Men
21:30 Sons Of Guns
22:25 Nothing Personal
23:20 Hellriders
00:15 Sons Of Guns
01:10 Nothing Personal

14:20 Gadget Show - World Tour
14:45 Tech Toys 360
15:10 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
15:35 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
16:00 Ten Ways
16:55 Kings Of Construction
17:45 Da Vinci’s Machines
18:35 Space Pioneer
19:30 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
19:55 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
20:20 Oddities
20:45 Oddities
21:10 Gadget Show - World Tour
21:35 Tech Toys 360
22:00 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
22:25 Bigger, Better, Faster, Stronger
22:50 Oddities
23:15 Oddities
23:40 Gadget Show - World Tour
00:05 Tech Toys 360
00:30 Weird Connections
01:00 Tech Toys 360
01:25 Tech Toys 360
01:50 Tech Toys 360

14:00 The Glades
15:00 Drop Dead Diva
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 The Glades
19:00 Switched At Birth
20:00 Fairly Legal
21:00 Suits
22:00 The Hollow Crown
23:00 Awake
00:00 Drop Dead Diva
01:00 Switched At Birth
02:00 The Hollow Crown

03:00 Friends
03:30 The Simpsons
04:00 Seinfeld
04:30 The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno
06:00 All Of Us
06:30 Arrested Development
07:00 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
08:00 Seinfeld
09:30 Modern Family
10:00 Parks And Recreation
10:30 Arrested Development
11:00 The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno
12:00 All Of Us
12:30 Seinfeld
13:00 Seinfeld
13:30 Arrested Development
14:00 The Simpsons
14:30 Parks And Recreation
15:00 Modern Family
15:30 The Daily Show
16:00 The Colbert Report
16:30 All Of Us
17:00 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
18:00 New Girl
18:30 Family Tools
19:00 Community
19:30 2 Broke Girls
20:00 The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno
21:00 The Daily Show

05:15 Brandy & Mr Whiskers
05:35 Brandy & Mr Whiskers
06:00 Austin And Ally
06:25 Suite Life On Deck
06:45 Shake It Up
07:10 A.N.T Farm
07:35 Jessie
07:55 Good Luck Charlie
08:20 Good Luck Charlie
08:45 Doc McStuffins
09:00 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
09:05 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
09:30 A.N.T. Farm
09:55 A.N.T. Farm
10:15 Jessie
10:40 Jessie
11:05 Good Luck Charlie
11:25 Good Luck Charlie
11:50 Good Luck Charlie
12:15 Shake It Up
12:35 Shake It Up
13:00 Austin And Ally
13:25 Austin And Ally
13:45 A.N.T. Farm
14:10 Jessie
14:35 Shake It Up
15:00 That’s So Raven
15:25 Good Luck Charlie
15:50 Jessie
16:10 Shake It Up
16:35 A.N.T Farm
17:00 Austin And Ally
17:20 That’s So Raven
17:45 Suite Life On Deck
18:10 Good Luck Charlie
18:30 Shake It Up
18:55 Austin And Ally
19:20 Jessie
19:40 A.N.T. Farm
20:05 A.N.T. Farm
20:30 Shake It Up
20:50 Suite Life On Deck
21:15 Austin And Ally
21:40 That’s So Raven
22:00 Jessie
22:25 A.N.T. Farm
22:50 Good Luck Charlie
23:10 Wizards Of Waverly Place
23:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
00:00 Hannah Montana
00:20 Hannah Montana
00:45 Brandy & Mr Whiskers
01:05 Brandy & Mr Whiskers
01:30 Emperor’s New School
01:50 Emperor’s New School
02:15 Replacements
02:35 Replacements

14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 What Would Ryan Lochte Do?
17:30 What Would Ryan Lochte Do?
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!es
20:00 Kourtney And Kim Take Miami

03:10 Cooked
03:35 Cash In The Attic
04:25 Bargain Hunt
05:10 Daily Cooks Challenge
05:40 How Not To Decorate
06:30 Cooked
07:00 Daily Cooks Challenge
07:30 Planet Cake
07:55 Baking Made Easy
08:20 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
09:05 Bargain Hunt
09:50 Antiques Roadshow
10:40 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
11:25 MasterChef Australia
12:10 Come Dine With Me
13:00 Planet Cake
13:30 New Scandinavian Cooking
With Claus Meyer
13:55 Bargain Hunt
14:40 Cash In The Attic
15:25 Antiques Roadshow
16:15 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
17:00 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
17:55 The Good Cook
18:25 Hairy Bikers’ Bake-ation
19:20 New Scandinavian Cooking
19:45 Come Dine With Me
20:35 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition
21:20 Antiques Roadshow
22:15 Bargain Hunt
23:00 Phil Spencer - Secret Agent
23:55 Cash In The Attic
00:40 Come Dine With Me
01:30 MasterChef Australia
02:20 How Not To Decorate

03:00 Unique Sweets
03:25 Food Wars
03:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:15 Unique Eats
04:40 Chopped
05:30 Iron Chef America
06:10 Food Network Challenge
07:00 Unwrapped
07:25 Unwrapped
07:50 Andy Bates Street Feasts
08:15 Unique Sweets
08:40 Reza’s African Kitchen
09:05 Barefoot Contessa - Back To
Basics
09:30 Amazing Wedding Cakes
10:20 Extra Virgin
10:45 Kid In A Candy Store
11:10 Charly’s Cake Angels
11:40 Unique Sweets
12:00 The Next Iron Chef
12:50 Reza’s African Kitchen
13:15 Barefoot Contessa
13:40 Barefoot Contessa
14:05 Tyler’s Ultimate
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:55 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:20 Guy’s Big Bite
15:45 Chopped
16:35 Barefoot Contessa
17:00 Barefoot Contessa
17:25 Reza’s African Kitchen
17:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
18:40 Guy’s Big Bite
19:05 Charly’s Cake Angels
19:30 Amazing Wedding Cakes
20:20 Chopped
21:10 Chopped
22:00 Staten Island Cakes
22:50 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:15 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
23:40 Food Wars
00:05 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
00:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
00:55 Unique Eats
01:20 Unique Eats
01:45 Staten Island Cakes

07:15 Twins Mission-PG15
09:00 Lying To Be Perfect-PG15
11:00 The Wild Thornberrys Movie-
PG
13:00 The Game Of Their Lives-PG15
14:45 The Terminal-PG15
17:00 Henry’s Crime-PG15
19:00 Wrath Of The Titans-PG15
20:45 Coriolanus-PG15
23:00 The Rum Diary-18
01:00 Henry’s Crime-PG15

00:00 ICC Cricket 360
00:30 Cricket Friends Life T20
04:00 Rugby World Cup Sevens
07:00 Cricket Friends Life T20
10:00 NRL Full Time
10:30 Rugby League State of Origin
12:30 ICC Cricket 360
13:00 Live Cricket Test Match
21:00 Trans World Sport
22:00 WWE NXT
23:00 UFC The Ultimate Fighter 

00:00 Trans World Sport
01:00 Super Rugby 
03:00 World Match Racing Tour 
04:00 World Pool Masters
05:00 World Pool Masters
06:00 Golfing World
07:00 Golfing World
08:00 Total Rugby
08:30 Trans World Sport
09:00 World Match Racing Tour 
10:30 World Pool Masters
11:30 World Pool Masters
12:30 Total Rugby
13:00 ITU World Triathlon Series
15:30 Rugby League State Of Origin
17:30 Trans World Sport 
18:30 World Pool Masters
19:30 World Pool Masters
20:30 Total Rugby
21:00 AFL Premiership 
22:00 NRL Full Time 
22:30 Futbol Mundial
23:00 Golfing World

04:00 True Justice: Violence Of
Action-PG15
06:00 The New Daughter-PG15
08:00 Battlestar Galactica: Blood &
Chrome-PG15
10:00 Romancing The Stone-PG15
12:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
14:00 Battlestar Galactica: Blood &
Chrome-PG15
16:00 The Speed Of Thought-PG15
18:00 Mission To Mars-PG15
20:00 Darkman-PG15
22:00 Beverly Hills Cop 3-PG15
00:00 Imago Mortis-PG15
02:00 Beverly Hills Cop 3-PG15

08:00 Mr. Popper’s Penguins-PG
10:00 Baby Geniuses-PG
12:00 Daddy Day Camp-FAM
14:00 Toys-PG15
16:00 Baby Geniuses-PG
18:00 Johnny English Reborn-PG15
20:00 Grabbers-PG15
22:00 The Janky Promoters-18
00:00 The Impostors-PG15
02:00 Grabbers-PG15

09:00 A Better Life-PG15
10:45 Neverland-PG15
13:30 A Woman-PG15
15:15 A Better Life-PG15
17:00 Boy-PG15
19:00 Every Jack Has A Jill-PG15
21:00 Columbus Circle-PG15
23:00 The Crucible-PG15
01:15 Dead Again-PG15

00:30 NRL Full Time
01:00 Rugby League State of Origin
03:30 Trans World Sport
04:30 PGA European Tour Weekly
05:30 PGA Tour Highlights
06:30 ICC Cricket 360
07:00 PGA Tour Highlights
08:00 Inside The PGA Tour
08:30 PGA Tour Highlights
09:30 PGA European Tour Weekly
10:00 The Open Championship 
11:00 Live The Open Championship 
22:00 PGA European Tour Weekly
22:30 Rugby League State of Origin

03:30 Mission: Impossible - Ghost
Protocol-PG15
05:45 The Amazing Spider-Man-
PG15
08:00 Brave-PG
10:00 The American President-PG15
12:00 Mission: Impossible - Ghost
Protocol-PG15
14:15 Superman vs. The Elite-PG15
16:00 Brave-PG
18:00 Waiting For Forever-PG15
20:00 Seeking Justice-PG15
22:00 Peacock-18
00:00 Superman vs. The Elite-PG15
02:00 Brave-PG

00:00 NHL
02:00 Porsche GT 3 Cup
02:30 Porsche GT 3 Cup
03:00 Ping Pong World
04:00 US Bass Fishing
05:00 NHL
07:00 WWE Smackdown
09:00 Ping Pong World
10:00 US Bass Fishing
11:00 NHL
13:00 WWE Vintage Collection
14:00 WWE Bottom Line
15:00 Porsche GT 3 Cup
15:30 Porsche GT 3 Cup
16:00 Mobil 1 The Grid
16:30 Motor Sports 2013
17:30 Mass Participation
19:00 WWE NXT
20:00 UFC The Ultimate Fighter

00:30 Dr G: Medical Examiner
01:20 A Haunting
02:10 Killer Kids
03:00 Deadly Affairs
03:45 I Almost Got Away With It
04:30 Dr G: Medical Examiner
05:20 A Haunting
06:10 Nightmare Next Door
07:00 Mystery Diagnosis
07:50 Street Patrol
08:15 Street Patrol
08:40 Real Emergency Calls
09:05 Who On Earth...
09:30 On The Case With Paula Zahn
10:20 Solved
11:10 Disappeared
12:00 Mystery Diagnosis
12:50 Street Patrol
13:15 Street Patrol
13:40 Forensic Detectives
14:30 On The Case With Paula Zahn
15:20 Real Emergency Calls
15:45 Who On Earth...
16:10 Disappeared
17:00 Solved
17:50 Forensic Detectives
18:40 On The Case With Paula Zahn
19:30 Dr G: Medical Examiner
20:20 Nightmare Next Door
21:10 Couples Who Kill
22:00 On The Case With Paula Zahn
22:50 Serial Killers
23:40 I Almost Got Away With It

00:30 Born To Kill
01:30 Private Crimes
02:00 My Ghost Story
03:00 The Haunting Of...
04:00 Escaping Evil: My Life In A Cult
05:00 Crime Stories
06:00 The FBI Files
07:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
07:30 Snapped: Women Who Kill
08:00 The Devil You Know

00:00 World’s Greatest Motorcycle
Rides
01:00 Off Limits
02:00 Departures
03:00 Globe Trekker
04:00 Inside Luxury Travel - Varun
Sharma
05:00 Bizarre Foods America
06:00 Eden Eats
07:00 Globe Trekker
08:00 Departures
09:00 Off Limits
10:00 World’s Greatest Motorcycle
Rides

13:00 Agatha Christie’s Poirot
15:00 Agatha Christie’s Garden
16:00 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA
17:00 60 Minute Makeover
18:00 Emmerdale
19:00 Coronation Street
20:00 Coach Trip
20:30 Come Dine With Me Ireland
21:00 Foyle’s War
23:00 Case Histories
00:00 The Jeremy Kyle Show USA
01:00 60 Minute Makeover
02:00 Emmerdale

Making original films in Hollywood is now so diffi-
cult that director Roman Coppola says he resort-
ed to giving his own clothes to Charlie Sheen to

wear during the shooting of their new movie. The 12
years since Coppola-son of Francis Ford Coppola, sister of
director Sofia and cousin of actors Nicholas Cage and
Jason Schwartzman-made his 2001 directorial debut
with “CQ” are littered with projects he says he failed to
get off the ground. His long-delayed return to the direc-
tor’s chair, “A Glimpse Inside the Mind of Charles Swan III”,
starring Sheen, was only made after Coppola dispensed
with what he calls traditional directorial aspirations such
as “an appropriate budget” and “sets”.

And Coppola said he was happy to be able to help his
old friend Sheen back into movies. The actor starred in
the US hit sitcom “Two and a Half Men” from 2003 to
2011 before being fired in March 2011 following public
attacks on the show’s creator. “I liked that he hadn’t made
a movie in so long. It was fun to reintroduce him to the
screen,” he said.

Coppola describes the budget for “Swan” as “very
modest”, adding that it was privately funded after he
found getting financial backing in Hollywood “basically
impossible”. “I shot at my home, Charlie wore a lot of my
clothes. I worked with many of my friends and relatives. I
shot at my office, I used my car, things were very inti-
mate. It was really the only way to make this production,”
he told AFP from Los Angeles.

Since 2001, Coppola has co-written “The Darjeeling
Limited” with Wes Anderson and Schwartzman and
“Moonrise Kingdom” with Anderson. He has also directed
music videos for Moby, Fatboy Slim and Marianne
Faithfull, founded a production company and was a pro-
ducer on sister Sofia’s film “The Bling Ring”. Citing his oth-
er interests, Coppola said there was no “exact reason” for
the hiatus in his directing career except “perhaps just the
general lack of support for unique movies.”

“It’s very rare... basically nonexistent that a movie will
be funded in Hollywood that doesn’t point to a prece-
dent and can say ‘this is an example of how this one
would make money’,” he said. “I’d rather make fewer
movies that are more unique than make things that are
too familiar, which is the trend these days,” he said,
adding that he viewed the French film industry as more
welcoming of “adventurousness”.

Coppola is the latest in a string of leading US film
industry figures to highlight the difficulties of making
films in Hollywood. At the Cannes film festival earlier this
year, Steven Soderbergh, Michael Douglas and screen-
writer Richard LaGravenese said many actors, directors
and writers were looking to the small screen as a place
for greater artistic freedom and easier financing.

Soderbergh, the director who made his name with
“Sex, Lies and Videotape”, had to turn to US cable TV
giant HBO to fund his Liberace biopic “Behind the
Candelabra”, starring Douglas and written by
LaGravenese, after mainstream Hollywood shied away
from the gay storyline. “Swan”, also featuring
Schwartzman, Bill Murray and Patricia Arquette, has
already been released in the US.—AFP

11:00 Hotel Impossible
12:00 Eden Eats
13:00 Bizarre Foods America
14:00 International House Hunters
14:30 International House Hunters
15:00 Inside Luxury Travel - Varun
Sharma
16:00 Globe Trekker
17:00 World’s Greatest Motorcycle
Rides
18:00 Off Limits
19:00 Departures
20:00 Globe Trekker Around The
World
21:00 Off Limits
22:00 The Blue Continent
23:00 Inside Luxury Travel - Varun
Sharma

21:30 The Colbert Report
22:00 Malibu Country
22:30 The Neighbors
23:00 The Office
23:30 Late Night With Jimmy Fallon
00:30 The Daily Show
01:00 The Colbert Report
01:30 Seinfeld
02:00 Seinfeld
02:30 Friends

09:00 Crime Stories
10:00 Nightmare In Suburbia
11:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
12:00 The FBI Files
13:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
14:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
15:00 The Devil You Know
16:00 Fred Dinenage: Murder
Casebook
17:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
18:00 The FBI Files
19:00 The FBI Files
20:00 Snapped: Women Who Kill
21:00 Crimes That Shook Britain
22:00 Private Crimes
22:30 Look Who’s Stalking
23:30 Paranormal State

21:00 Married To Jonas
21:30 Fashion Police
22:30 E! News
23:30 Chelsea Lately
00:00 Scouted
00:55 Style Star
01:25 E! Investigates

04:15 Tim Richmond: To The Limit-
PG15
05:15 Treasure Buddies-PG
07:00 Judy Moody And The Not
Bummer Summer-PG
09:00 Big Miracle-PG
11:00 Dolphin Tale-PG
13:00 New Year’s Eve-PG15
15:00 Alpha And Omega-PG
16:30 Big Miracle-PG
18:15 Rise Of The Planet Of The
Apes-PG15
20:00 Drew Peterson: Untouchable-
PG15
22:00 Hanna-PG15
00:00 Now Is Good-PG15
02:00 Into The Wind-PG15

Roman Coppola
brings Charlie Sheen

back to big screen



Classifieds
SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2013

SHARQIA-1
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 9:30 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 11:30 PM

SHARQIA-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 9:15 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-1
THE PURGE (DIG) 9:30 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
BHAAG MILKHA BHAAG (DIG) (HINDI) 9:30 PM

MUHALAB-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:00 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:15 PM

FANAR-1
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 9:00 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:15 PM

FANAR-2
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 10:00 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:15 AM

FANAR-3
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 9:30 PM
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 11:30 PM

MARINA-1
SHAOLIN (DIG) 9:00 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:05 AM

MARINA-2
TATTAH (DIG) 9:30 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:45 PM

MARINA-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:15 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:30 PM

AVENUES-1
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 9:30 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:45 PM

AVENUES-2
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 9:00 PM
NOW YOU SEE ME (DIG) 12:05 AM

AVENUES-3
TATTAH (DIG) 9:15 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 11:30 PM

AVENUES-4
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 10:30 PM

AVENUES-5
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:45 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 12:05 AM

AVENUES-6
THE PURGE (DIG) 10:15 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:15 AM

360º- 1
THE PURGE (DIG) 10:30 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:30 AM

360º- 2
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:45 PM
BEKAS (DIG) 12:15 AM

360º- 3
WORLD WAR Z (DIG-3D) 9:15 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:30 PM

360º- 4
SHAOLIN (DIG) 9:15 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:45 PM

360º- 5
FAST & FURIOUS 6 (DIG) 10:00 PM

360º- 6
NOW YOU SEE ME (DIG) 9:15 PM
MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 11:30 PM

360º- 7
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 10:15 PM
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 12:15 AM

360º- 8
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:00 PM
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 11:15 PM
MAN OF STEEL (IMAX-3D) 10:30 PM

AL-KOUT.1
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG-3D) 9:30 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG-3D) 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.2
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:00 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.3
SA3AA WA NOUSS(DIG) 9:45 PM

MAN OF STEEL (DIG) 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.4
TATTAH (DIG) 9:00 PM
SHAOLIN (DIG) 11:15 PM

BAIRAQ-1
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:15 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:45 PM

BAIRAQ-2
SHAOLIN (DIG) 9:00 PM
TATTAH (DIG) 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-3
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 9:45 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:05 AM

PLAZA
MONSTERS UNIVERSITY (DIG) 9:00 PM
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 11:15 PM

LAILA
WHITE HOUSE DOWN (DIG) 9:15 PM
WORLD WAR Z (DIG) 11:45 PM

AJIAL.1
SINGAM 2 (DIG) (TAMIL) 9:00 PM
THU
OM (DIG) (TELUGU) 9:00 PM
NO THU

AJIAL.2
SINGAM 2 (DIG) (TAMIL) 10:00 PM
THU
KEVVU KEKA (DIG) (TELUGU) 9:15 PM
NO THU

AJIAL.3
HONEY BEE (DIG) (MALAYALAM) 9:00 PM
THE PURGE (DIG) 12:05 AM

AJIAL.4
BHAAG MILKHA BHAAG (DIG) (HINDI) 9:45 PM

METRO-1
HONEY BEE (DIG) (MALAYALAM) 9:30 PM

METRO-2
SINGAM 2 (DIG) (TAMIL) 9:45 PM
THU
OM (DIG) (TELUGU) 9:45 PM
NO THU

Kuwait KNCC  PROGRAMME  FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(18/07/2013 TO 24/07/2013 )

Fajr: 03:27

Shorook 05:00

Duhr: 11:54

Asr: 15:29

Maghrib: 18:48

Isha: 20:17

Prayer timings

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

Arrival Flights on Sunday 21/7/2013
Airlines Flt Route Time   
BBC 43 DHAKA 0:05
QTR 148 DOHA 0:05
JZR 267 BEIRUT 0:20
JZR 539 CAIRO 0:40
THY 764 SABIHA 1:40
ETH 620 ADDIS ABABA 1:45
CLX 610 LUXEMBOURG 4:20
KAC 544 CAIRO 4:10
GFA 211 BAHRAIN 1:55
UAE 853 DUBAI 2:25
ETD 305 ABU DHABI 2:30
FDB 67 DUBAI 3:10
MSR 612 CAIRO 3:15
QTR 138 DOHA 3:30
KAC 284 DHAKA 8:15
KAC 332 TRIVANDRUM 7:55
KAC 412 MANILA 6:15
KAC 352 COCHIN 8:05
KAC 206 ISLAMABAD 7:25
KAC 302 MUMBAI 7:50
KAC 382 DELHI 7:30
JZR 555 ALEXANDRIA 6:20
JZR 529 ASYUT 6:40
THY 770 ISTANBUL 4:35
DHX 170 BAHRAIN 5:10
FDB 69 DUBAI 5:50
BAW 157 LONDON 6:30
UAE 855 DUBAI 8:25
ABY 125 SHARJAH 8:50
KNE 472 JEDDAH 14:35
KAC 788 JEDDAH 15:00
KAC 742 DAMMAM 13:30
KAC 774 RIYADH 13:45
JZR 561 SOHAG 12:00
QTR 132 DOHA 9:00
IRA 603 SHIRAZ 9:20
ETD 301 ABU DHABI 9:30
IRC 6666 AHWAZ 10:10
GFA 213 BAHRAIN 10:40
MEA 404 BEIRUT 10:55
MSR 610 CAIRO 13:00
THY 766 ISTANBUL 13:10
IRC 6507 SHIRAZ 14:10
SVA 500 JEDDAH 14:30

OMA 645 MUSCAT 14:40
RJA 640 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 15:55
QTR 134 DOHA 16:15
ETD 303 ABU DHABI 16:35
SYR 341 DAMASCUS 16:45
UAE 857 DUBAI 16:55
MSR 614 CAIRO 23:30
PIA 205 LAHORE 23:40
THY 772 ISTANBUL 23:45
KAC 786 JEDDAH 18:30
KAC 562 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 20:45
KAC 166 PARIS 18:40
KAC 172 FRANKFURT 21:15
KAC 618 DOHA 19:10
KAC 102 NEW YORK 19:35
KAC 502 BEIRUT 18:50
KAC 674 DUBAI 19:25
KAC 542 CAIRO 18:15
JZR 777 JEDDAH 17:50
JZR 239 AMMAN-QUEEN ALIA 22:30
JZR 177 DUBAI 17:30
ABY 127 SHARJAH 17:10
UAL 982 WASHINGTON DC DULLES 17:15
SVA 510 RIYADH 17:20
GFA 215 BAHRAIN 17:20
NIA 251 ALEXANDRIA 18:00
GFA 219 BAHRAIN 19:05
AXB 393 KOZHIKODE 19:15
MSR 606 LUXOR 19:30
JAI 572 MUMBAI 19:35
AFG 415 KABUL 19:45
FDB 61 DUBAI 20:00
OMA 647 MUSCAT 20:00
MEA 402 BEIRUT 20:15
KLM 417 AMSTERDAM 21:05
ALK 229 COLOMBO 21:10
UAE 859 DUBAI 21:15
ETD 307 ABU DHABI 21:30
QTR 136 DOHA 21:35
GFA 217 BAHRAIN 21:45
QTR 146 DOHA 22:00
JAI 576 COCHIN 22:05
FDB 59 DUBAI 22:20
AIC 981 CHENNAI 22:25
UAL 981 BAHRAIN 22:40
DLH 636 FRANKFURT 23:10
JAI 574 MUMBAI 23:20

Departure Flights on Sunday 21/7/2013
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 GOA 0:05
AXB 490 MANGALORE 0:15
JAI 573 MUMBAI 0:20
UAL 981 WASHINGTON DC DULLES 0:25
DLH 637 FRANKFURT 0:30
MSR 615 CAIRO 0:30
BBC 44 CHITTAGONG 1:30
THY 773 ISTANBUL 2:20
THY 765 ISTANBUL 2:40
ETH 621 ADDIS ABABA 2:45
UAE 854 DUBAI 3:45
FDB 68 DUBAI 3:50
MSR 613 CAIRO 4:15
ETD 306 ABU DHABI 4:20
QTR 139 DOHA 4:25
QTR 149 DOHA 5:15
JZR 560 SOHAG 5:35
CLX 852 HONG KONG 5:35
FDB 70 DUBAI 6:30
GFA 212 BAHRAIN 7:00
THY 771 ISTANBUL 7:10
BAW 156 LONDON 8:25
KAC 171 FRANKFURT 8:55
KAC 117 NEW YORK 9:05
ABY 126 SHARJAH 9:30
KAC 787 JEDDAH 9:35
UAE 856 DUBAI 9:50
QTR 133 DOHA 10:00
ETD 302 ABU DHABI 10:15
IRA 602 SHIRAZ 10:20
KAC 773 RIYADH 10:20
KAC 741 DAMMAM 10:30
KAC 501 BEIRUT 11:10
IRC 6667 AHWAZ 11:10
GFA 214 BAHRAIN 11:25
KAC 541 CAIRO 11:30
MEA 405 BEIRUT 11:55
JZR 776 JEDDAH 12:25
KAC 103 LONDON 12:30
KAC 785 JEDDAH 13:00
JZR 176 DUBAI 13:20
MSR 611 CAIRO 14:00
THY 767 ISTANBUL 14:10

KAC 673 DUBAI 15:05
IRC 6508 SHIRAZ 15:10
KAC 561 AMMAN 15:30
KNE 473 JEDDAH 15:30
OMA 646 MUSCAT 15:40
SVA 503 MADINAH 15:45
KAC 617 DOHA 15:45
RJA 641 AMMAN 16:55
JZR 238 AMMAN 17:05
QTR 135 DOHA 17:20
ETD 304 ABU DHABI 17:20
JZR 538 CAIRO 17:40
SYR 342 LATAKIA 17:45
ABY 128 SHARJAH 17:50
UAE 858 DUBAI 18:15
SVA 511 RIYADH 18:20
GFA 216 BAHRAIN 18:20
UAL 982 BAHRAIN 18:30
JZR 266 BEIRUT 18:40
NIA 252 ALEXANDRIA 19:00
GFA 220 BAHRAIN 19:50
AXB 394 KOZHIKODE 20:15
KAC 283 DHAKA 20:15
MSR 619 ALEXANDRIA 20:30
JAI 571 MUMBAI 20:35
FDB 62 DUBAI 20:40
AFG 415 JEDDAH 20:45
OMA 648 MUSCAT 20:55
MEA 403 BEIRUT 21:15
DHX 171 BAHRAIN 21:50
KLM 417 DAMMAM 22:05
ETD 308 ABU DHABI 22:15
ALK 230 COLOMBO 22:20
UAE 860 DUBAI 22:25
KAC 343 CHENNAI 22:30
QTR 137 DOHA 22:35
KAC 301 MUMBAI 22:40
GFA 218 BAHRAIN 22:45
FDB 60 DUBAI 23:00
KAC 205 ISLAMABAD 23:00
QTR 147 DOHA 23:05
JAI 575 ABU DHABI 23:05
KAC 351 KOCHI 23:10
JZR 554 ALEXANDRIA 23:20
KAC 411 BANGKOK 23:40
KAC 415 KUALA LUMPUR 23:50

Al-Madena Police Station 22434064

Al-Murqab Police Station 22435865

Al-Daiya Police Station 22544200

Al-Fayha’a Police Station 22547133

Al-Qadissiya Police Station 22515277

Al-Nugra Police Station 22616662

Al-Salmiya Police Station 25714406

Al-Dasma Police Station 22530801

One room attached bath-
room full furnished for
decent single person (male
or female) near Amman
roundabout, new building
C-A/C. Call 66321532,
67660374. (C 4465)

21-7-2013

ACCOMMODATION

CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION VACANT

FOR SALE

I, Anwar Ahmed Abdur
Razaque, holder of Indian
Passport No. F4197729,
change my name to Shaikh
Anwar Ahmed. 

(C 4461)

Chrysler Concorde 2001
model, mileage 142,000,
good condition, red color,
registration up to 24-06-
2014, price KD 450/-. Please
call after 1 pm 66143549.

All items in a flat including
new sofa set, dining table,
window AC, fridge, washing
machine, oven, TV, double
coat etc. All in good condi-
tion. Tel: 66923022. (C 4463)

15-7-2013

Required family driver with
at least five years experi-
ence. Salary discussed dur-
ing interview, Tel:
90971158, call between 4
pm and 7 pm. (C 4464)

17-7-2013

LOST

Original document Policy
No. 633000599 of Mushtaq
Ahmed by the state Life
Insurance Corporation of
Pakistan, Gulf Zone is
reported to have been lost.
Anyone finding the same or
claiming any interest in it
should communicate with
the Manager Kuwait State
Life Office - PH 22452208.

(C 4466)
21-7-2013



SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2013

Someone could challenge you today but you can be proud of the way you
react to this situation, because you may have learned some problem-solving skills that will
speed up a needed healing. You may touch upon some very emotional parts of you and find
yourself analyzing and interpreting behavior, or psychoanalyzing. Sharp and penetrating
insight into your own inner workings—what is hidden or going on behind the scenes—has
helped you help yourself and others. The study of the human mind is interesting to you and
you may look for new studies. A new hobby may bring more pleasure than just the time and
fun that is involved. This could mean a prize or award or it could mean you meet a special
friend through some club get-together.

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

You might like to ignore responsibilities and do some socializing today, but
realities demand that you tend to some personal business first. In the late afternoon, you may
feel more like sharing some time with your lover or with close friends. Close relationships take
on depth, power and importance. Your surroundings, circumstances and support system are
the crucial link in the chain of your life. When things get hectic, it is in these areas that you can
expect pressure and the greatest activity. This is a great time to reflect and understand your
own situation, just how you feel about yourself. Your emotions and the feelings of those
around may be very clear. Much can be accomplished and enjoyed. Share some time with a
friend later this afternoon.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

There is a feeling that you will soon have control of something important in
your life. This could mean your own place of business or your own apartment or

home. This does wonders for your self-esteem and gives you a feeling of belonging, so to
speak. The feeling that anything is possible is always present for you and you are not afraid to
try new things. There are optimism, faith and a tendency to take chances at the deepest emo-
tional levels. Where a marriage partner or significant other is concerned, you will probably be
more attentive. You may work with your loved one on some community project this afternoon.
You love most community projects and group work. You turn your attention to a loved one this
evening.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You may have difficulty expressing yourself and getting your ideas across to oth-
ers. What you do communicate is very clear and practical. You may want to remember

that a few words are sometimes the best path on days like this. You avoid routine and cannot seem to
find the right environment for growth and development. Do something nice for yourself. A massage, a
trip to your favorite playground or a new hairdo is what you may enjoy. Perhaps this is the best time to
enjoy a book or movie, or sign up to volunteer to watch the kids for your friends. Perhaps you can take
them to a nearby park and swing on the swings with them—be a kid again for a while. There could
even be a flavored shaved ice stand somewhere close.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You have deep commitments and appreciate sacrifice and duty on the part
of others. At home in the world of the dreamer and mystic, you have great intuition. You may
be using your energies today to inspire and encourage someone. Being domestic at heart, you
love family life—you are a true romantic. You will enjoy music, psychology or some form of
poetry today and may find yourself at a concert because someone gives you tickets! You draw
emotional nourishment and a sense of security from ideals, friends and social involvement. A
feeling that anything is possible if you set your sights high enough characterizes the cycle you
have just begun. Tonight you will enjoy the celebrations that are bound to happen when
friends get together.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Your own growth and success are linked to questions of security—home
and family. This may be a time during which you can get ahead by finding your limits and
establishing a home base from which to move forward. Real estate may be the biggest
thought-provoking topic of the day. You have a natural sense for communicating with others,
especially those younger than yourself. There are clear thoughts about the past flowing in
today that may cause you to seek out an old friend. Fun conversations about old times will cer-
tainly be enjoyed. There are much laughter and plans for future get-togethers. Close relation-
ships take on more emotional depth, power and importance. A hot date with someone you
know is memorable.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You may enjoy entertaining others or being entertained by your friends
today. All of this day should go rather well. You are most original when concentrating on areas
of home and family where you feel most secure. You enjoy family members and find interac-
tions with loved ones most enduring. A social event late this afternoon or rather, early evening,
brings out the best in you. There is plenty of time to buy a particular gift or to shop with a friend
or just purchase that special item you want to wear to this social event. You are the life of the
party, able to loosen up even the most sober. You are great at bringing out the best qualities of
others, discovering hidden talents. You bring new and innovative ideas into the social scene.
You are spontaneous.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Happy days bring pleasant memories. You enjoy being with a group of peo-
ple that have the same interest as you. Just now, your interest is in some new

dance group or some hobby group. You have a lot to offer and a lot to learn. Although you may
not be involved with anything spiritual today, you will pass on peaceful, easy-to-get-along with
and interested-in-others type of attitude. Your sense of direction is perhaps the key element in
your personality make-up. How you manage difficulties, find that diplomatic solution, or come
up with the right approach are all built around your essence. There are opportunities to relax
this evening. You will get a turn before the night is over to share your experiences of the day
with loved ones.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

The hallmark of the cycle you have just begun is thinking, learning and
communicating with style. This is a period of great mental activity and energy.

You have a lot on your mind and feel a strong need to communicate and gather ideas. Writing,
creating a new plan, program, design, recipe, etc., is where you enjoy spending your time and
energy. Possibly, the library will have the things you need to complete your tasks. Changes in
the neighborhood may get on your nerves; an excess of mental energy can be distracting. Let it
go, focus; pay attention—or take a break! You do not have to do everything in one day. If your
art is writing and you are afraid that you might forget the flow of expression, make an outline or
take notes for remembering later.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

CAPRICORN
Secrets, conspiracies and the hidden links that unite all things take on

greater importance in your life now. Digging into the past for hints about the
present and future uncovers a lot of answers to the questions that will not go away. “the unex-
amined life is not worth living.” this could mean you are on a quest to find your roots—travel-
ing, making phone calls, doing research. It could just mean that you have taken some time this
weekend to travel and study the museums and places of interest you usually don’t see. This
evening, as the sun goes down, stop to take a deep breath . . . It is a great time to reflect and
understand your own situation, just how you feel about you. Emotions in particular, or the feel-

ings of those around you, may be very clear—a nice time.

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Positive feelings are strong today. You will accomplish whatever you set out
to do today. You find it easy to work with other people and tend to pour a lot of energy into
those around you, especially at this time. Perhaps stage-managing would be a hobby, profes-
sion or volunteer service you would enjoy. When it comes to teaching or coaching young peo-
ple, you are a natural, always able to motivate and inspire. Today you may be asked to help
coach a team. You are very tolerant and accepting of differences—there are good insights into
all social values available. You like to compromise and otherwise show your expansive knowl-
edge—like a coat of many colors. You admire the unusual and your friends could be a lot of fun
as well as eccentric.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You may find yourself more than a little acquisitive and your current appre-
ciation for just about everything may lead you to overspend or indulge too much today—care-
ful. You can be the perfect socialite. You can rest assured; with your many talents, you will have
success in gaining contributions toward a favorite charity endeavor today. Always welcome in a
group—you are a connoisseur of things bright and kind. You are a peacemaker—sometimes
superficial—you avoid all harsh and crude actions, people or things. You appreciate life, equali-
ty, gentleness and acceptance. A frank discussion with a confidant you trust may help you both
to make better sense out of some difficulty. You may find yourself in a creative mood this
evening—music, crafts, etc.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
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ACROSS
1. (computer science) A computer that is running
software that allows users to leave messages and
access information of general interest.
4. (of a building) Having turrets and battlements
in the style of a castle.
11. A material effigy that is worshipped as a god.
15. Resinlike substance secreted by certain lac
insects.
16. A pseudoscientific forerunner of chemistry in
medieval times.
17. The battle in 202 BC in which Scipio decisive-
ly defeated Hannibal at the end of the second
Punic War.
18. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from
aba cloth.
19. The rapid and continuous delivery of linguis-
tic communication (spoken or written).
20. A platform raised above the surrounding lev-
el to give prominence to the person on it.
21. A sock with a separation for the big toe.
23. The basic unit of money in Cambodia.
24. Type genus of the Danaidae.
26. The 3rd letter of the Greek alphabet.
29. A room or establishment where alcoholic
drinks are served over a counter.
30. Possessing or using or characteristic of or
appropriate to supernatural powers.
33. East Indian tree bearing a profusion of
intense vermilion velvet-textured blooms and
yielding a yellow dye.
37. A game whose object is to form words from a
group of randomly chosen letters.
40. A white soft metallic element that tarnishes
readily.
41. The content of cognition.
43. A highly contagious viral disease character-
ized by fever and weakness and skin eruption
with pustules that form scabs that slough off
leaving scars.
44. Fallow deer.
46. Any high mountain.
47. The rate at which red blood cells settle out in
a tube of blood under standardized conditions.
48. A broad highway designed for high-speed
traffic.
49. (Greek mythology) The Titan who was father
of Atlas and Epimetheus and Prometheus in
ancient mythology.
51. The capital and largest city of Kenya.
53. Escape, either physically or mentally.
54. A republic in northeastern South America on
the Atlantic.
57. Provided with a frame.
58. Leafless East Indian vine.
60. Marked by lack of intellectual depth.
61. A unit of energy equal to the work done by
an electron accelerated through a potential dif-
ference of 1 volt.
62. A member of an extinct North American
Indian people who lived in the Pit river valley in
northern California.
63. Experiencing or showing sorrow or unhappi-
ness.
68. A soft yellowish-white trivalent metallic ele-
ment of the rare earth group.
69. Government agency created in 1974 to
license and regulate nuclear power plants.
71. An instinctive motive.
73. A Tibetan or Mongolian priest of Lamaism.
74. A member of the Shoshonean people of
northeastern Arizona.
76. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
79. Intentionally so written (used after a printed
word or phrase).
80. Small buffalo of the Celebes having small

straight horns.
81. A state in the southeastern United States on
the Gulf of Mexico.
82. Hormone released by the hypothalamus that
controls the release of thyroid-stimulating hor-
mone from the anterior pituitary.

DOWN
1. Cry plaintively.
2. A small cake leavened with yeast.
3. Someone who works (or provides workers)
during a strike.
4. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle
where driver sits.
5. Fear resulting from the awareness of danger.
6. A firm open-weave fabric used for a curtain in
the theater.
7. Informal terms for clothing.
8. (archaic or Scottish) Faithful and true.
9. A graphical record of electric currents associat-
ed with muscle contractions.
10. Colored or impregnated with dye.
11. The god who fathered the islands and gods
of Japan with his sister Izanami.
12. Any of various hard resins from trees of the
family Dipterocarpaceae and of the genus
Agathis.
13. Fast-growing herbaceous evergreen tree of
South America having a broad trunk with high
water content and dark green oval leaves.
14. A mountainous landlocked communist state
in southeastern Asia.
22. Any of a group of heavenly spirits under the
god Anu.
25. The blood group whose red cells carry both
the A and B antigens.
27. Coelenterate genus of order Madreporaria,
including staghorn corals.
28. An Anatolian language.
31. Squash bugs.
32. A fortified military post where troops are sta-
tioned.
34. God of love and erotic desire.
35. Be false to.
36. No longer active or practicing.
38. (law) A defense by an accused person pur-
porting to show that he or she could not have
committed the crime in question.
39. An attribute that fits a person for something.
42. An item of factual information derived from
measurement or research.
45. South American cavy.
50. A tricyclic antidepressant drug (trade name
Elavil) with serious side effects.
52. A Balkan republic in southeastern Europe.
55. Type genus of the Alaudidae.
56. The vein in the center of a leaf.
59. American professional baseball player who
hit more home runs than Babe Ruth (born in
1934).
64. A signal transmitted along a narrow path.
65. Immediately past.
66. An independent ruler or chieftain (especially
in Africa or Arabia).
67. (used of count nouns) Every one considered
individually.
70. An accountant certified by the state.
72. Aircraft landing in bad weather in which the
pilot is talked down by ground control using pre-
cision approach radar.
75. A radioactive metallic element that is similar
to tellurium and bismuth.
77. Angular distance above the horizon (especial-
ly of a celestial object).
78. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali
earth group.
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Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

Al-Madeena 22418714

Al-Shuhada 22545171

Al-Shuwaikh 24810598

Al-Nuzha 22545171

Sabhan 24742838

Al-Helaly 22434853

Al-Faiha 22545051

Al-Farwaniya 24711433

Al-Sulaibikhat 24316983

Al-Fahaheel 23927002

Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh 24316983

Ahmadi 23980088

Al-Mangaf 23711183

Al-Shuaiba 23262845

Al-Jahra 25610011

Al-Salmiya 25616368

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

(1) Ear, Nose and Throat (2) Plastic Surgeon

Dr. Abdul Mohsin Jafar, 
FRCS (Canada)                                        25655535

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands) 0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370
Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands (Holland)
0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
Northern Ireland (UK)
0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS



The couple - who are expect-
ing a son together later this
year - chose an intimate cer-

emony in the village of Vallery in
the groom’s native France last
weekend, with Halle’s five-year-
old daughter Nahla among the
guests. A source told People
magazine: “The wedding was
very intimate and only for
family and the closest friends.
They wanted a romantic and
private situation. I was very
touched by the love they show

for one another.” The ‘Monster’s
Ball’ actress has allegedly never

been happier although she has
two failed marriages behind her,

friends say she has finally found the
man of her dreams.  Another source

told In Touch Weekly: “She feels like
she’s finally with the man she is sup-

posed to be with.” Halle, 46, is also thrilled
that her five-year-old daughter Nahla

adores Olivier, 47, too. The insider added:
“Nahla seems to adore Olivier and was very

affectionate with him at the wedding.” 
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The couple were recently linked and while they have been
trying to keep their relationship under wraps, Robert is
said to be smitten with Elvis Presley’s granddaughter.  A

source said: “Rob and Riley are having a really great time togeth-
er, even though it’s very early. There is an attraction to each oth-
er. They just get each other. “Rob thinks Riley has a cool level
head and is not impressed by stardom at all. Rob just loves that
about her.” The couple also enjoy spending time at Robert’s
house rather than taking in the Hollywood party scene and love
making music together. The insider added to America’s OK!
magazine: “He loves that she’ll go into his kitchen for like 10
minutes and come back with a delicious plate of pasta. They just

do typical stuff that has pretty much started all his relationships.
They get into debates about politics, human rights, things they
had read in the papers that morning. “She’s pretty good on the
piano and he’ll often pull out his guitar and they’ll have a mini
jam session, making up silly songs and funny limericks.” Robert
recently split from on/off girlfriend Kristen Stewart, who is said
to be devastated the heartthrob has moved on so quickly.

The ‘Can’t Fight The Moonlight’ singer’s hus-
band Eddie Cibrian has kids Mason, nine,
and Jake, six, with his former wife Brandi

Glanville and the youngsters have been begging
LeAnn to provide them with a sister. She tweet-
ed: “I was just informed that my two stepsons
‘dream of a sister’. It’s now officially com-
ing from all directions LOL (sic).”
LeAnn, 30, recently spoke of
her desire to conceive her
own child with Eddie but
said would turn to surro-
gacy or adoption if she
failed to get pregnant.
She explained:  “We
have a lot on our plates.
But whenever I  talk
about kids, I’m like, ‘Let’s

have one!’ I have a lot of work to do now but I’m
totally ready if it happens. “It took my mom 12
years to have me. I hope I don’t have that [issue]
but if I do, then a surrogate is something I’ve
thought about. Eddie and I have also talked
about adopting. My capacity to love a child
doesn’t stop at my own eggs, obviously!
“Testosterone is all around here so I need a little

girl!”  LeAnn also admitted she felt like her life
was “falling apart” after she and Eddie cheat-

ed on their respective spouses with each
other in 2009 but says she has never been
happier than she is now. The singer, who

married Eddie in 2011, said: “I felt like my
life was falling apart. But now I feel set-
tled. I’m proud of our great family.

Eddie is an amazing father and I love
my stepsons.”

The 20-year-old singer - who is currently in London promoting her new single ‘We Can’t Stop’ - finds
time-keeping difficult and blames her hectic schedule for always being late. She told the UK’s BBC
radio 1: “I’m always late. I have my own concept of time. They told me, ‘You have to go on air in 15 min-

utes’ and I was like, ‘I’m rushing, I’m rushing!’ I was putting different sunglasses in my bag, deciding if I like
my nails today, what ring I should wear. “I’m not too bad. I think some people would say different. But I just
have so much going on, you can blame that.” The star joked she bases herself on the model Grace Jones,
who is well known for keeping to her own time schedule and always doing things on her own terms. She
added: “[Grace Jones] is my role model. [TV host] David Letterman told her she was seven hours late and
she just says, ‘Yes I am’. That was my favourite thing ever, I loved that.” Miley also says feels she operates on a
completely different time zone in the studio, and prefers to work at night. She said: “When you’re in the stu-
dio there is a different concept of time. I don’t ever start working till about midnight.”

The ‘Fashion Star’ presenter styled the ‘Teen Beach Movie’ 60’s fashion
inspired photo shoot, featuring the film’s stars Garrett Clayton and
Maia Mitchell and Louise believes the style from the movie can be

easily incorporated into modern looks. She advised: “Don’t wear a vintage
look head to toe. Maximum two or three retro pieces per outfit, and mix
them in with your modern skinny jeans or sandals. I think everyone
should have cat eye sunglasses, in white and printed - such as polka dot-
scarves worn tight around the neck are very elegant. And they’re such an
easy, affordable way to make your look super 60’s.” Louise loved putting
together the fashion shoot for the movie and revealed she gets inspira-
tion from all areas of l ife. She said: “You can find inspiration
anywhere....flea markets, online, your Mom and Dad’s closet! “Icons like
Edie Sedgwick and Marilyn Monroe, movies like ‘Grease’ and current fash-
ion blogs - retro 60’s looks are all over the runways and sidewalks at the
moment. “And don’t forget about beauty trends of that era too, search on
Instagram for inspiration and perhaps try a rolled quiff in your hair, a red
lip, and a thin black liquid eyeliner cat-flick.” ‘Teen Beach Movie’ will pre-
miere on Disney Channel US and UK and on Family Channel Canada on
Friday July 19 (8pm, ET/PT). The soundtrack is out now and the DVD is
released on August 19. - Bangshowbiz 

The ‘Killing Them Softly’ actor raises
six kids - Maddox, 11, Pax, eight,
Zahara, seven, Shiloh, six, and four-

year-old twins Knox and Vivienne - with
his actress fiancee and has told friends
he has never been happier than he is
now. A source told the US Edition of OK!
magazine: “Brad and Angie have found a
fulfillment with each other that they’ve
never had before. She’s spurred him on
to greater things in his career and
opened his world up to the joys of
fatherhood. He’s admitted to pals he has
never felt so complete.” Friends also

believe Angelina’s recent mastectomy,
which she had after discovering she car-
ried the BRCA1 mutated gene and
meant it was highly likely she would get
breast cancer, has brought them closer
together. The insider added: “They’ve
overcome some enormous hurdles like
Angie’s recent life-saving double mas-
tectomy but it ’s given them a new
appreciation for their amazing family
life.”



The ‘Lighters Up’ hitmaker - formerly known as Snoop
Dogg - still has a soft spot for pooches and has launch-
ing a brand of dog food. During an appearance on E!

chat show, ‘Chelsea Lately’, host Chelsea Handler joked
about the inconvenience Snoop’s name-change caused to
their project.  Chelsea said: “We worked hard to come up
with this really great dog food called Dog for Dog, and then
he changed his name to Lion and that doesn’t help the dog
food. “But it’s called Dog for Dog and we spent a lot of mon-
ey, a lot of people got involved to research this human food
that we can give to dogs. So humans can eat it and dogs can
eat it and every time you buy a bag of this dog food, they
send another bag to an animal shelter and they save dogs’
lives. It’s a really good cause.” The 41-year-old rapper added: “
It’s a great cause. Because, what a lot of people don’t under-
stand is a lot of these shelters execute these dogs. Not
because they don’t have a place or someone that wants to
adopt them, it’s more that they don’t have food to feed
them.”  Snoop’s affiliation with the charity may come as a
surprise after the rapper was famed in the nineties for his
hardcore gangster image. Chelsea joked: “This is what’s great
about you, You do so many things that no one would expect
you to do. You coach that little football team right? How do
you do that when you’re high all the time?” Snoop remained
modest, adding: “I give the kids something to look up to.”

The ‘Little Things’ hitmakers were
performing in Chicago earlier this
week on their US tour, and Zayn

Malik had to stop his band mate from
accidentally wandering into the
pyrotechnics on stage. The group had
finished singing a cover of Wheatus’ hit
‘Teenage Dirtbag’ when Harry, 19, was

walking with a towel over his
head. A source told The Sun
newspaper: “Zayn saw Harry
heading into the flames and
ran over to grab him away. “If

he hadn’t seen Harry, with-
in seconds his head would

have been on fire.” The almost
disastrous scenes follow another

mishap for the teen heart throb, who
recently had to run off stage to vomit
during a show - again immediately after
‘Teenage Dirtbag’. A fan previously
posted on YouTube: “I was there! He got
dehydrated and overheated and ended
up throwing up backstage. :( He missed
Rock Me but came back right after and
said, ‘Sorry bout that! (sic)’ “ The two
events occurred as the band look for-
ward to new single ‘Best Song Ever’
which was leaked this week ahead of its
release.

The 33-year-old actress admitted she was nervous about
reprising her role as the titular character in the big screen
adaptation of the now defunct TV series. Speaking at the

San Diego Comic-Con panel for the movie, she said:  “It was a
lot of excitement and a lot of unknown jitters.” Kristen also
revealed her co-star Jason Dohring, who plays her love interest
Logan Echolls, was equally nervous. She explained: “We kept

staring at each

other, like ‘are we really here? Is this the Twilight Zone?’ “
Meanwhile, Enrico Colantoni insisted he found it easy to
step back into the role of Keith Mars - Veronica’s father -
because he has a close relationship with Kristen, who
recently gave birth to her first child with fiance Dax
Shepard. He said: “Kristen and I hang out at hockey games
together. It’s easy to look at her and have this paternal
thing for her. Now, she’s a mama. We have more to talk
about.”
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The ‘Kick-Ass 2’ actor was on a meditation
retreat at the Maharishi University of
Management in Iowa when he chanced upon

the sullen looking teenagers at a local Burger King
and decided to surprise them by boarding their bus
to boost their spirits. The 51-year-old funnyman -
known for his hilarious turns in ‘Dumb and Dumber’
and ‘The Mask’ - coaxed laughs out of the dejected
players with his famed comedic impressions, and
even posed for a picture with the students, which
was shared by one of the excited teens on social
media. Before taking the goofy snap, Jim reportedly
exclaimed: “Who are the winners now?!” The team’s
coach, Jesse Jablonski, admits he was initially
unsure they were in the presence of the Hollywood
A-lister, but was quickly convinced because Jim
“just has those unmistakable facial expressions as

he talks”. He added to local newspaper, the Des
Moines Register: “I kind of heard some whispers
from a few of my guys in the background. I didn’t
really think it would be [him] at first. What would he
be doing in Fairfield, Iowa?” The ‘Bruce Almighty’
actor - who is a practicing Buddhist - was in town
for a spiritual day at the retreat founded by guru
Maharishi Mahesh Yogi.

The ‘Halo’ hitmaker regained her
pre-pregnancy figure in record
time after giving birth to her

daughter Blue Ivy in January 2012 and
Kim - who recently welcomed daughter
North with boyfriend Kanye West -
hopes to follow in Beyonce’s footsteps.
A source told Us Weekly: “She won’t
leave the house until she’s thinner, she
can’t lose the weight fast enough. And
she’s frustrated she can’t exercise yet.
“She really looks up to Beyonce.”
Meanwhile, Kim, 32, who has main-
tained a low profile since giving birth
on June 15, finally broken her silence
this week to thank fans for giving her
time to adjust to the special new addi-

tion in her life. Addressing North’s
arrival for the first time on her official
blog, the ‘Keeping Up with the
Kardashians’ star wrote: “These past
couple of weeks have been filled with
the most exciting experiences of my life.
I’m enjoying this time to fully embrace
motherhood and spend time at home
with my family.” She added: “I’ve been
reading all of your messages and want
to thank you all for your sweet thoughts
and best wishes. It truly means every-
thing to me. I am so blessed to have the
support of my family and fans in this
beautiful moment.”

The late night chat show host married writer Molly
McNearney in Ojai, California last weekend in
front of a host of A-listers including Ben Affleck,

Matt Damon, Kristen Bell, Dax Shepard, John Krasinski,
Jennifer Garner, Jennifer Aniston and Justin Theroux
and guests revealed everyone was in high spirits at the
event. A source told Us Weekly: “It was kind of crazy
having so many huge celebrities there because there
was also a ton of family - so it was like a mix of A-listers
and family. “Everyone was dancing and drinking.
Gabourey Sidibe was the hit of the dance floor. She
was really breaking it down!  All the big celebrities
were out there dancing. John Krasinski was twirling
Emily Blunt around, Justin Theroux and Jennifer
Aniston were out there at one point, Stanley Tucci and
his wife were dancing - it was great.”  Gabourey Sidibe
and Molly played a prank on Jimmy by having the pre-
cious star dress up in a bridal gown and walk down the
aisle and guests were thrilled by the joke. The insider
added: “The Gabby Sidibe walking down the aisle bit
was the biggest hit of the wedding-everyone was
dying because it was hysterical! The story behind it is
that months and months ago during wedding plan-
ning, Molly and Jimmy were joking one night like,
‘What if you look down the aisle for me and it’s actually
Gabourey Sidibe instead?’ They were cracking up
about it. “Then I’m sure Jimmy forgot all about the con-
versation. [Then] Molly called Gabby up and asked if
she’d be up to really do it! Jimmy was so surprised and
thought it was hysterical.”
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Michael Jackson’s mother tearfully described
finding out about her son’s death and testi-
fied on Friday that she had expressed con-

cerns about his comeback concert schedule to the
promoters of the shows. Katherine Jackson said she
called Randy Phillips, the CEO of AEG Live, to voice
her view that her son could have done 50 shows -
but not if they were spaced closely together. “He
couldn’t do every other night like AEG wanted him
to do at first,” she said. Jackson also said she had
called her son’s manager, Tohme Tohme, to raise
concerns about the “This Is It” schedule.

She didn’t provide any additional details about
the calls. Jackson was expected to be the final wit-
ness called by her attorneys in the negligence law-
suit against AEG Live that has lasted 12 weeks. The
defense case is scheduled to begin next week. Her
testimony was stopped in the early afternoon after
her lawyer said she only had about three hours of
sleep Thursday night and was tired.

The decision was made by Superior Court Judge
Yvette Palazuelos after defense attorney Marvin S.
Putnam asked Jackson several questions about her
decision to file the case and she had difficulty
understanding and recalling dates. Palazuelos

spoke with Jackson briefly before dismissing her
until Monday.

Katherine Jackson has been a courtroom fixture
during the civil trial, sitting in the front row as wit-
nesses described her son’s creativity and interac-
tions with AEG Live executives. The Jackson family
matriarch sued AEG Live in 2010, claiming it failed
to adequately investigate Dr. Conrad Murray, who
was later convicted of involuntary manslaughter for
giving the singer an overdose of anesthetic in 2009.

AEG denies it hired the doctor or bears any
responsibility for the singer’s death. Katherine
Jackson also said she had heard from her other chil-
dren that Michael Jackson was abusing prescription
medication, but she didn’t know what to believe.
She said she visited him in Las Vegas a few years
ago to ask him about it. “He promised, he kept say-
ing, ‘I’m OK,’” she told the jury. “Sometimes the
mothers are the last to know.”

She said she told her son, “I don’t want to hear
on the news that you’re not here anymore.” She did
not say when the meeting occurred. Under ques-
tioning by Putnam, she said it had been difficult to
see and hear unflattering descriptions of her son. “It
hurts to sit here and listen to all these things,”

Jackson said. “To listen to how sick my son was and
nobody was trying to help him.”

She said an email written by Paul Gongaware, a
top AEG Live executive, that described her son as
lazy was especially hurtful. “My son is not lazy. You
don’t get to be the biggest,” she said, pausing, “by
being lazy.” She broke down as she described the
day her son died and learning the news from anoth-
er  of her son’s managers, Frank Dileo. “I just started
screaming,” she said, crying and clutching a tissue in
one of her hands.

Katherine Jackson said she had never met
Murray before her son’s death. She said she saw him
pacing at the hospital and had to inquire who he
was. “My son needed another doctor, not Dr
Murray,” she said. The former cardiologist was con-
victed in 2011 and remains jailed. Putnam asked
Katherine Jackson about her decision to sue AEG
Live. She said she didn’t discuss it with her children
or her grandchildren before filing the lawsuit. “This
was your decision alone,” Putnam said. She said it
was. — AP

Jay-Z and Justin Timberlake perform during the Legends of the Summer tour at Yankee Stadium on July 19, 2013
in New York, United States. — AFP 

A festival goer is seen at Lightning In A Bottle music festival at Skinner Lake in Temecula, Calif. — AP

In this file photo, Prince Jackson (left) and Katherine Jackson arrive at the world pre-
miere of “Michael Jackson ONE” at THE hotel at Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino in
Las Vegas. — AP 

Blean lines, spare details and quiet glamour. Those are the
cornerstones of LA designer Jenni Kayne’s 10-year-old
brand, which has found a niche in the fashion world

among women who are looking for a no-nonsense, modern
day uniform with a colorful, California twist. “I can’t believe it’s
been 10 years,” said Kayne, a Beverly Hills native who is the
daughter of investment manager Richard Kayne and philan-
thropist Suzanne Kayne. “I debuted my first collection at age
19, and now I’m 30 with two kids. Everyone has gotten to see
my growing pains and my development into the person and
the designer I am today.”

A former design assistant to Jennifer Nicholson, Kayne
launched her label in 2003. One early collection, shown dur-
ing Los Angeles Fashion Week, featured satin cone bras and
mini-dresses dangling garters. “I was hanging out with a lot of
musicians,” she said on a recent afternoon at her West
Hollywood boutique. “It was a different time.”

Today the collection, about $175 to $1,095, is more chic LA
mom than rock ‘n’ roll chick, full of relaxed-yet-polished pieces
that mix masculine and feminine elements: button-down silk
shirts; tapered, pleat-front pants; lightly structured blazers
that are either boxy and short or elongated; and nubby knit,
beach-appropriate sweaters, often incorporating lots of sunny
color-blocking. The line is sold in Kayne’s namesake boutiques
in West Hollywood and the Brentwood Country Mart, as well
as at a couple dozen other high-end stores around the world.

“The Jenni Kayne woman could be 25 or 60. She’s a woman
who loves classic clothes that are easy and wearable - things
you can throw on the floor and sit on the floor in,” the design-
er said. “The styles are fashion forward, but still easy to wear at
an accessible price point,” said Justin Warner, designer buyer
for the website ShopBop.com, which has been stocking
Kayne’s line since 2007.

“She doesn’t follow trends, but at the same time the styles
always look current,” said Stacy Smallwood, owner of
Hampden Clothing in Charleston, SC. “And her shoes have a
cult following. We can’t keep them in stock.” Indeed, a key part
of Kayne’s success has been her signature, minimalist-cool,
pointed-toe D’Orsay flats ($450 to $595), which launched two
years ago and have since become the run-around-town
footwear of choice for Jessica Alba, Emma Roberts, Rebecca
Gayheart and others.

“We had them in three colors the first season, and they did
well in our stores and at wholesale. Then a blogger in China
wrote about them, and we got hundreds of calls from people
ordering the shoes. We couldn’t keep up. The store couldn’t
even function. And we said, ‘Wow, I think we hit the jackpot.’
So we blew them out in tons of colors and fabrics, and they
are doing really well,” Kayne said.

Bags are on the horizon too, probably for next year, she
said - “One or two styles, not a full collection.”

Kayne has been working with her head designer, Cesar
Trujillo, for eight years and gives him credit for the brand’s col-
or sense. “I wear neutrals most of the time myself, but I do love
playing with color,” she said. Together, they design four collec-
tions a year. In stores now, the pre-fall collection started with a
floral print that Trujillo painted himself. Kayne recently
returned from New York, where she presented her Resort 2014
collection, consisting of fluid tailored pieces, blouses and
tanks with sharp pencil skirts, in black, navy, white, oxblood
and khaki with flashes of hot pink and ethnic-inspired plaids.
The looks were accessorized with ropes and ropes of bold
gold chains by jewelry designer Lizzie Fortunato.

Kayne doesn’t do runway shows anymore, preferring
instead to show her collections in low-key presentations. “I
don’t do this for ego, and I don’t have the drive anymore to be
in New York trying to be seen,” she said. “I will go for a day or
two, cast and style my show and come home. I feel guilty
when I miss the first day of school because it’s fashion week.”

Although she won’t talk numbers, Kayne said her business
is growing - enough so that she will open two additional
stores in September in Montecito, one for women’s clothing
and accessories, the other for tabletop, gifts and garden

accessories. But she is in no rush to expand. She’s happy hav-
ing an LA-centric brand.

Kayne’s boutiques also stock merchandise by other design-
ers, including jewelry by All for the Mountain, candles by Cire
Trudon, hats by Patricia Underwood and bags by Clare Vivier.
“When we first opened the store, I wanted to have everything
a woman would need - shoes, clothes, handbags, jewelry,
Spanx and Wolford tights. I also wanted you to be able to pick
up a hostess gift, a candle or an amber ball, for example.”

But you only have to look on Kayne’s popular lifestyle blog
Rip+Tan, named after daughter Ripley, 2, and son Tanner, 4, to
know that she has designs on branching into other product
categories herself. She updates the blog daily with posts on
everything from how to throw a pirate-themed kids birthday

party to how to wear stripes.
“I’m the friend people come to ask stuff, like ‘I’m getting

married, who do I use for flowers?’ Or, ‘Where do I get white
linen table napkins?’ Or, ‘I’m having a baby, what do I register
for?’ I don’t know why they come to me. I’m a Virgo, I’m organ-
ized, I guess I spend too much time on the Internet, and I like
beautiful things,” she said. “As much as I loved giving advice all
the time, I thought if I could put it all in this blog, I wouldn’t
have to send out so many individual emails. And I’ve gotten so
into it. I love it.”

She also has a kids’ street style blog called Ladys & Gents,
launched with her friend, stylist and decorator Estee Stanley.
“We got pregnant at the same time and were both spending
way too much time online shopping for kids clothes.” On the
site, parents can upload photos of what their kids are wearing.

“It’s meant to be inspirational for parents who like chil-

dren’s fashion, not for children,” she said. “It’s anonymous. You
don’t know the names of the kids or where they are. And we
get submissions from as far away as Asia. It’s incredible.”

It ’s no wonder that Kayne is known for being an LA
tastemaker as much as a designer. The June issue of W maga-
zine profiles Kayne and her sisters, gallery-owner Maggie
Kayne and academic Saree Kayne (a PhD student in anthro-
pology at Stanford), calling them “LA’s coolest sister act” and
describing Jenni as the “Tory Burch of LA” The Beverly Hills
home the designer shares with her real-estate agent husband,
Richard Ehrlich, was featured in Architectural Digest (Ripley’s
nursery, which is pictured, features framed Hermes scarves on
the walls). And Martha Stewart Living recently ran a story
about Kayne’s hyper-organized kitchen.

“I would love to be a younger Martha Stewart, not that I
ever could be,” the designer said. But don’t count her out just
yet. Kayne hosts a cooking class at her house each month and
was en route to a flower arranging class after our meeting.
Even her summer vacation will be a domestic pursuit. She’s
taking a month off to fix up a house in Lake Tahoe that was
the family retreat when she was growing up. After 30 years,
her parents sold it, but Jenni and her sisters recently bought it
back. “It’s the kind of place where your kids can be outside
and you can watch them through the window,” she said. “I’m
excited to cook, take a breather and be a mom.” — MCT 
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People gather at a memorial during a candlelight vigil for late actor Cory Monteith outside the Fairmont Pacific
Rim Hotel in Vancouver, British Columbia, on Friday, July 19, 2013. — AP 

Police were investigating a scuffle Friday
between rapper Kanye West and a camera-
man at Los Angeles International Airport,

where paparazzi are known to lurk in hopes of
snapping shots of celebrities. Numerous witness-
es were interviewed about the afternoon incident
to compile a report for detectives to investigate,
LAX Police Sgt. Steve Savala said. TMZ posted a
video (http://tmz.me/1dKOufQ) of the tussle,
showing West being thronged by cameras while

trying to get into a white Mercedes Benz waiting
curbside. As flashbulbs illuminate his face, West
accuses the paparazzi of trying to provoke him
“so I have to pay you, like, $250,000.” He then
lunges at a photographer’s camera and tries to
wrestle it away. West has had similar run-ins with
paparazzi at LAX before, trading barbs with pho-
tographers who follow his every move. The rap-
per’s critically beloved album “Yeezus” debuted at
No. 1 on the Billboard 200 charts last month, but

sales have dropped off in weeks since. West’s oth-
er recent debut - his daughter, North, with reality
television star Kim Kardashian - turned 1 month
old this week. — AP

In this file photo,
Kanye West per-
forms during the
Victoria’s Secret
fashion show in New
York. - AP 

“Glee” will return for its fifth season a week later than
planned because of the death of series star Cory
Monteith, Fox said Friday. In a statement, the net-

work and “Glee” producers said that “in light of the tragic pass-
ing” of the beloved cast member, the decision was made to
delay production until early August. The show’s fall return,
scheduled for Sept 19, has been moved to Sept 26. No further
information was available, Fox and producers said.

Monteith’s body was found last weekend in a Vancouver,
British Columbia, hotel room, and tests showed he died of an
overdose of heroin and alcohol. He had been candid about his
struggles with addiction, which included a rehab stint several
months before his death. Fox and “Glee” producers have not
publicly discussed how the show will deal with the loss of
Monteith, 31, and his character, or if a decision has yet been
made on how to proceed.

Monteith played high school quarterback and glee club
member Finn Hudson, who had graduated and moved on to
college but was an adviser to his old club and remained part
of the show. Finn also had an off-and-on romance with fellow
student and singer Rachel, played by his real-life girlfriend Lea
Michele. A Fox release that preceded Monteith’s death offered
plot highlights of the coming season, including whether
Rachel would find success on Broadway and whether the
characters of Blaine and Kurt (Darren Criss, Chris Colfer) would
marry. There was no mention of what was in store for the char-
acter of Finn. — AP

By Betsy Sharkey

To begin talking about the new indie film “The Way,
Way Back,” I want to go way, way back. Praise for
the movie’s excellent cast, anchored by Sam

Rockwell, Toni Collette, Steve Carell, Allison Janney and
teenage rock Liam James, will come later. As good as the
actors are, we must begin with the originality of the
screenplay by Nat Faxon and Jim Rash. The writers, who
also co-direct and have small roles in the film, take a fair-
ly straightforward story of coming of age in a time of
divorce, with all the frictions that arise as kids find them-
selves dealing with Mom and Dad’s new loves, but they
make it feel fresh.

And real. Authenticity gives the movie its witty, heart-
warming, hopeful, sentimental, searing and relatable
edge. It is merciless in probing the tender spots of times
like these, and tough-guy sweet in patching up the
wounds. A nifty balancing act by the first-time directors,
who almost didn’t get to make their film.

Way back in 2007, “The Way, Way Back” was on that
year’s Black List of best, unproduced scripts. The charac-
teristics that put it there haven’t been lost either. The dia-
logue remains too pure, too quirky, too conversational to
have been tampered with by studio execs or nervous
backers - so a shout-out to all the folks who kept their
notes to themselves.

The sting is there from the film’s opening moments -
one of those summer red-eye car rides to the beach. The
only ones awake are Duncan (James) and Trent (Carell),
the car salesman who hopes to marry Duncan’s mom,
Pam (Collette). Trent’s frustrated eyes in the rearview mir-
ror are all we see as he digs into the kid. “Hey, buddy,” he
taunts, “on a sliding scale of 1 to 10, where would you
put yourself?”

When the 14-year-old finally ventures a “6,” Trent’s
reaction reveals exactly what Duncan is up against. The
crushed curl of Duncan’s shoulders, the headphones that
can’t block out that voice, the hurt in his eyes capture
how unprepared the boy is for Trent’s treatment. James,
whom you may know from the AMC hit drama “The
Killing,” is a standout. Carell should play bad guys more
often. The movie itself will roll between two worlds.
Ground zero for conflict is Trent’s beach house on the
Boston shore, where a full assault is underway. Trent’s
out to squash any resistance to his plans to marry Pam.
Kid paradise, or something close, is the Water Wizz Water
Park, one of those local spots that give small-town life its
charm. Owen (Rockwell) runs the place in the way of a
cool dude forever giving into his inner Peter Pan.

Rockwell, most acclaimed for his nearly silent tour de
force a few years ago in “Moon,” is a comic revelation as

the wisecracking good guy who takes Duncan, and oth-
er strays, under his wing. In that punch-him-in-the-arm
playground style of support, he tries to help the kid find
himself and some self-esteem. A flunky job at Water Wizz
will work wonders.

The core of the film rests in the contrast between
Owen and Duncan’s who-you-really-are heart-to-hearts
and the tension played out on the home front with Trent.
A meltdown over Candy Land is classic.

Even the small turns are not slighted. Maya Rudolph’s
Caitlyn is a nice aside as the one who loves Owen but
with reservations. Faxon and Rash are Water Wizz charac-
ters, one’s eyeing bikini bods, the other escape. Owen
and the gang soon represent the family Duncan feels the
divorce cost him.

The difficult dynamics at Trent’s become apparent as
soon as the car parks at the beach house, aptly named
Riptide. Pam, barely a year past divorce and desperate to
make a new family with Trent work, comes alive as
Collette walks that wire. All her insecurity is immediately
embraced by Trent’s outrageously naughty narcissist
next-door neighbor, Betty. Janney is a total gas in the
role, playing Betty in tight pants and with nonstop patter
that, like shots of tequila, is better in small doses.

Betty’s daughter Susanna (AnnaSophia Robb) is one
of the cool kids who begins to redefine Duncan’s life.
Their awkward attempts at teasing is a lovely first flirt.
Trent’s daughter, Steph (Zoe Levin), like most of the girls,
is there to be beautiful, sullen and dismissive. Rob
Corddry and Amanda Peet play Kip and Joan, Trent’s best
friends and complicating factors.

Though Trent represents the torturer dealing out dai-
ly humiliations and Owen the savior, what really drives
Duncan and the movie is his mother’s indecision. What
he sees so clearly, and what she refuses to admit,
becomes the dividing line that the film keeps working
toward. How Pam and Duncan eventually cross it comes
as close as the movie ever gets to giving into a
Hollywood moment.

I’m guessing the top-notch crew, including veteran
cinematographer John Bailey, production designer Mark
Ricker and costume designers Ann Roth and Michelle
Matland, took on the project more for love than money.
Rob Simonsen’s infectious original score, with Linda
Cohen supervising, gives the movie that seductive sum-
mer-on-the-shore vibe that helps in riding out the
storms.—MCT

James Hetfield (right) and Lars Ulrich of Metallica perform on Day 3 of the 2013 Comic-Con International
Convention in San Diego. — AP

Liam James and Nat Faxon star in “The Way, Way Back.” — MCT 

In animation shorthand, “Turbo” is “‘Cars’ with
snails.” It’s light on the jokes, but cute, with ani-
mation so vivid it looks photo-real. It’s another

“impossible dream” tale, this time of a motorhead
mollusk who has a need for “terrifying, blinding
speed.” Theo (Ryan Reynolds) is an auto-racing
obsessed garden snail who longs to escape his
colony of tomato-munchers. The occasional terror
by a Big Wheel-riding tyke nicknamed “Shell
Crusher” and the odd assault by crows is the only
excitement in this over-organized, limited world.

He watches races on TV and works hard to
improve his time over the measured yard - 17 min-
utes is a personal best. Speed? “It’s IN me,” declares
Theo, who prefers the nickname “Turbo.” “It’s NOT,”
says his brother Chet (Paul Giamatti), who knows
what he’s talking about. “Not every dream is meant
to come true.”

Turbo is constantly taking risks that are sure to
shorten his life, and sometimes even he can see

that. Dejected, he slimes his way to the dry bed of
the Los Angeles River, where he’s caught up in
some drag racing and is sucked into the tur-
bocharger of a Nitrous Oxide-boosted Camero.
Darned if he isn’t transformed into the World’s
Fastest Snail, sliming a literal blue streak down L.A.
streets and up LA walls.

Darned if a Latino taco maker (Michael Pena)
doesn’t enter Turbo in his rundown strip mall’s
nightly snail races. Darned if Turbo doesn’t chew up
the souped-up local snails,  led by Whiplash
(Samuel L. Jackson) but including Smoove Move
(Snoop Dogg). And darned if that doesn’t have the
taco maker and his fellow failing small business
owners (Ken Jeong of “The Hangover” voices a nail
parlor operator, Richard Jenkins a hobbyshop own-
er and Michelle Rodriguez an auto body shop oper-
ator) thinking “Indianapolis 500.”

The first big laughs arrive when Jackson’s char-
acter purrs that Turbo has “clearly got the skills to

pay the bills... If snails had bills.” Bill Hader vamps
up the French Indy car champ who inspires Turbo
but who could not bear to lose to a snail in The
Brickyard. The situations are more amusing than
the dialogue and shrieking Jeong one-liners. And
as vivid as the race scenes are - zooming over,
through and under Indy cars - if we want to watch
photo-real auto-racing we can turn on the TV. So
while small children may be enchanted by this little
gastropod that could, adults will be more sorely
tested. For all the horsepower the “Turbo” boasts
about, the movie tends toward the sluggish - as in
“slow as a slug.” — MCT 

Michael Pena is the voice of a taco stand employee who helps a snail race in the
Indianapolis 500 in DreamWorks’ animated film “Turbo.” — MCT 



Brian Madison poses for a photo dressed as Bane from The Dark Knight
Rises.

An attendee dressed as a headless pirate walks down Fifth Avenue during
Comic Con.

Todd Schmidt, dressed as a Spartan, poses for a photo.

Marvin the Martian checks out a behind the scenes Pacific Rim featurette
on an out of this world 55-inch LG CINEMA 3D Smart TV at the Legendary
Entertainment booth.

LG Optimus G Pro falls into the hands of the cunning Batgirl at the
Legendary Entertainment booth.

People in Star Trek-themed costumes attend Comic-Con 2013.

Amy Stone dressed as a “walker” to promote The Walking Dead Escape, poses for a photo. Jessica Monterio, dressed as Lobo from DC Comics, poses for a photo.
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Rapper Kanye West
scuffles with paparazzi
at LAX
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Spider-Man himself made an appearance at
Comic-Con, scaling nearby hotels to swoop
into a panel in the San Diego Convention

Center’s largest exhibition hall. Andrew Garfield,
who plays the web-slinging superhero in “The
Amazing Spider-Man” and its forthcoming
sequel, was nowhere in sight. The actor only
joined the panel once Spidey left. Garfield,
along with Jamie Foxx, director Marc Webb and
the film’s producers, offered convention-goers
the first look Friday at footage from “ The
Amazing Spider-Man 2,” which is set for release
next year.

But first, Spider-Man told the crowd of nearly
6,000 fans that he loves Comic-Con, saying, “It’s
the only place where I feel normal.” He compli-
mented Foxx, who plays the villain Electro in the
new film, saying he first noticed him opposite Al
Pacino in “Any Given Sunday.” “I loved ‘Django,’”
Spidey said. The superhero also confessed that
he could really use a day off.”It’s nice to swing,
it’s nice to climb, but it all gets to be a little old
hat,” he said.

The footage introduced fans to Foxx’s villain,
a man who starts out admiring Spider-Man, but
eventually seeks to destroy him. Spider-Man

befriends the quiet man before an accident
transforms him into Electro. “I wanted Electro to
be a serious individual who wants to burn the
city down,” Foxx said, “and burn Spider-Man
along with it.” — AP

Spider-Man (left) and Jamie
Foxx attend the “The Amazing
Spider-Man 2” panel on Day 3

of Comic-Con International on
Friday, July 19, 2103 in San

Diego. — AP/AFP photos

Beckham the dog sports a Superman costume during Comic Con. Atticus Khan poses for a photo dressed as Captain America. Attendee Anthony Knight dresses as Skull Kid from Legends of Zelda.


