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DALLAS: The Dallas Cowboys say that Tony Romo
has not been ruled out of Sunday’s crucial regular
season finale against the Philadelphia Eagles,
though one major media outlet claimed that the
quarterback’s season was done and dusted. ESPN
reported on Tuesday that Romo was diagnosed with
a herniated disc in his back and had an epidural
injection after apparently aggravating a back injury
during Sunday’s 24-23 win against the Washington
Redskins.

Citing “sources close to the quarterback”, ESPN
said that Romo was unlikely to return to competition
in such a short time and that he had been advised to
have surgery. If three-time Pro Bowl selection Romo
is sidelined on Sunday, back-up quarterback Kyle
Orton will start against the Eagles in a winner-take-all
showdown that will decide the NFC East champion
and a berth in the playoffs.

“He (Romo) is going through treatment ... if that
treatment has positive implications, and it certainly

has a chance � he should not be ruled out in any way
for this game,” Cowboys owner Jerry Jones told
Dallas radio show on Tuesday. “On the other hand,
we paid a lot of money for just this very circum-
stance, should we be in a situation ... when Tony
couldn’t play. That’s why we signed Kyle Orton for
over $10 million three years ago, just for this very
occasion. “Kyle’s got a very strong arm, he’s very
experienced. If required, he’ll be able to step in and
do as good of circumstances as you could expect.”

Orton, 31, has not started a National Football
League game in two years but Jones believes the
back-up quarterback knows the Dallas system as well
as Romo. “We’re in as good of shape under these cir-
cumstances as you possibly could be in,” Jones said. “I
have every reason to think, if needed, Kyle Orton
could step out there and really do a good job for us.”
A former starter for Chicago and Denver, Orton has
completed three-of-five passes for 40 yards in two
games for the Cowboys this season. — Reuters

Waiting game continues for Cowboys over injured Romo

GREEN BAY: When the Green Bay Packers take
the field for practice on Thursday, they will know
whether quarterback Aaron Rodgers is going to
start Sunday’s NFC North showdown at the
Chicago Bears. There was no word Tuesday on the
most scrutinized collarbone in Wisconsin. The
team is hoping to make a call early this week.
“We’ve done a scan and we’re going through the
process of evaluation,” Rodgers said on his weekly
ESPN radio show. “Probably not what everybody
wants to hear, but I can say definitively (on)
Thursday - one way or another - it will be a defini-
tive conclusion to this week’s unknown. We want-
ed to give everybody a rest for Christmas, be able
to enjoy their Christmas.”

Rodgers broke his left collarbone Nov. 4
against the Bears and has missed the last seven
games. He started practicing on a limited basis
four weeks ago and has been pain-free for about
two weeks. He had hoped to get medical clear-
ance for each of the past two games. The Packers
are 2-5-1 since Rodgers’ injury, which occurred on
the opening series of their 27-20 loss to the Bears.

If Rodgers is unable to go, Matt Flynn would start
his fifth straight game. The winner of Sunday’s
game at Soldier Field gets the division title. Since
relieving Scott Tolzien and rallying Green Bay to a
26-26 tie against Minnesota on Nov 24, Flynn has
led the Packers to four fourth-quarter comebacks,
including last Sunday’s loss to Pittsburgh. The
Packers are 2-2 with Flynn as the starter, although
the players are clearly hopeful of Rodgers’ return.
“Gut feeling? That Christmas is tomorrow,” veteran
wide receiver James Jones said. “I don’t know. I
think we will get some good news.” Rodgers
wouldn’t reveal the results of his scan but certain-
ly seemed upbeat during the 45-minute show.

“I’m feeling better and not thinking about my
injury at all,” Rodgers said. “I think ultimately it
comes down to, it’s big on the medical side. Is the
bone healed or is there a large risk of going back
out there that’s too great, that the organization
would not want to put me out there? “Obviously I
want to be out there. I know what’s at stake. This
is an important week for us.  We’re somehow back
in this position to be able to get into the playoffs.

What a better way to do that than against the
Chicago Bears?”

Coach Mike McCarthy said Monday that the
team wanted to make a decision on Rodgers’ sta-
tus early in the week and let his teammates know
the plan. Until now, the Packers have not
announced their decision on Rodgers’ status each
week until Friday, when he has been ruled out. “I
think No 1 for the football team and also Aaron
Rodgers, I think it’s important for us to make a
quicker decision,” McCarthy said. 

“This has obviously been frustrating and
stressful for Aaron, rightfully so, but also our foot-
ball (team). I want them to know who the quarter-
back’s going to be.” Rodgers has thrown for 2,218
yards and 15 touchdowns in eight games. The
2011 NFL MVP has completed 66.9 percent of his
passes with only four interceptions. “I thought as
of last week there’d be a lot more healing that
would have gone on,” Rodgers said. “Learned a lot
about the clavicle and the kind of blood flow or
lack of that it gets as being a reason it didn’t look
as good as we all wanted it last week.” — AP 

Packers hoping to make

quick call on QB Rodgers

LANDOVER: Dallas Cowboys quarterback Tony Romo is sacked by Washington Redskins outside linebacker Ryan Kerrigan during the second
half of an NFL football game in Landover, Md, on Sunday, Dec 22, 2013. — AP 

Masahiro Tanaka

TOKYO: The club of star Japanese pitcher
Masahiro Tanaka has approved his move to
the US major leagues, at a likely bargain
price for such a high-profile trans-Pacific
deal because of a new “posting” system.
The Rakuten Eagles, powered by Tanaka to
their first-ever “Japan Series” national title
this year, spent about a week after the
launch of the new system before announc-
ing on Wednesday they would release the
25-year-old right hander.

The new rules put a $20 million cap on
the money a Japanese team can earn from
posting a player for a transfer to a major
league club. There was no limit under the
previous system. “There are many problems
in the new posting system. And the club,
which owns a precious player, feels it is
unequal,” Rakuten president Yozo
Tachibana told a news conference, without
disclosing the release fee the club wants.

“But we have highly appreciated pitcher
Tanaka’s seven-year contribution to the
team ... and accepted his wish to challenge
the major leagues.” 

Tanaka separately told reporters: “I want
to continue my baseball career by firmly
bearing in mind what I have achieved (at
Rakuten).” If posted, Tanaka, who went 24-0
in the regular season this year, is expected
to draw several suitors including the New
York Yankees and the Texas Rangers. Major

League Baseball (MLB) and Nippon
Professional Baseball (NPB) announced the
new posting system early next week.

The original system was introduced in
1998 to prevent a drain of Japanese talent
across the Pacific without benefiting their
old clubs and to provide US teams with
equal bidding opportunities.  But rising
bidding prices have prompted MLB to
revamp it. Under the previous system,
which helped Japanese stars Yu Darvish,
Daisuke Matsuzaka and Ichiro Suzuki land
MLB deals, US clubs made blind offers for
negotiation rights to a player. The highest
bidder would win the rights.

Under the new system, a posted player
can negotiate with any club willing to pay a
release fee which his NPB outfit demands.
But the amount should not exceed $20 mil-
llion. In 2012 the Texas Rangers posted a
record winning bid of $51.7 million just for
the right to negotiate with right-handed
pitcher Darvish. 

Tanaka’s transfer could have earned the
nine-year-old Rakuten, the youngest of
Japan’s 12 professional baseball clubs, at
least $50 million under the old system,
according to Japanese media. Rakuten
president Tachibana earlier told Japanese
media that the new rules would resemble a
“free-agent system” and force clubs to do a
“bargain sale.” —  AFP 
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HONOLULU: Rashaad Reynolds
returned two fumbles for touchdowns,
helping Oregon State beat Boise State
38-23 in the Hawaii Bowl on Tuesday
night. The Beavers set several records in
handing Boise State its worst loss in two
months. Biletnikoff Award-winner
Brandin Cooks had 60 yards receiving
and a touchdown while setting a Pac-12

record for most receiving yards in sea-
son. Sean Mannion set another for pass-
ing yards, finishing 24 of 33 for 259 yards
and a touchdown. Oregon State kept
Boise State out of the end zone until the
third quarter, well after the Beavers
opened a big lead. Matt Miller led Boise
State with 11 catches for 206 yards and a
touchdown. — AP 
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HONOLULU: Boise State forward Ryan Watkins (right) blocks a shot of Hawaii for-
ward Christian Standhardinger (34) in the second half of an NCAA college basket-
ball game at the Diamond Head Classic in Honolulu. — AP 

BOSTON: Boston Bruins forward Shawn
Thornton will serve out a 15-game suspension
for punching an opponent in the head after
National Hockey League (NHL) Commissioner
Gary Bettman upheld the ban on Tuesday.
Thompson had last week appealed against
the suspension, which was imposed after he
knocked Pittsburgh Penguins defenseman
Brooks Orpik to the ground before punching
him during a Dec. 7 game.

“Commissioner Gary Bettman today
upheld the 15-game suspension that was
assessed ... by the Department of Player
Safety for punching and injuring an unsus-
pecting opponent,” the NHL said in a state-
ment. Bettman, who heard Thornton’s appeal
at a hearing in New York on Dec 20, said the
ban had been “supported by clear and con-
vincing evidence and is therefore affirmed”.
Under the terms of the collective bargaining
agreement, Thornton will be fined $84,615,
which is more than seven percent of his 2013
salary of $1.1 million.

Thornton’s actions resulted in Orpik sus-
taining a concussion, the Bruins forward hav-
ing pulled the unsuspecting Orpik to the ice
before punching him several times in the
head. Canadian Thornton was assessed a
match penalty, ejected and immediately sus-
pended. “This cannot be described as a hock-
ey play that went bad, nor do we consider this
a spontaneous reaction to an incident that
just occurred,” the NHL said in a video link
posted on its website when it initially
announced the suspension.

“Rather, it is our view that this was an act of
retribution for an incident that occurred earli-
er in the game. The result of this action by
Thornton was a serious injury to Orpik.” Media
reports after the game said Thornton was
angry because Orpik’s hit to Bruins forward
Loui Eriksson during the first shift knocked
the Boston forward out of the game. “I feel
awful,” Thornton told reporters after the game.
“It wasn’t my intention for that outcome. I
know Brooksie. I’ve gotten to know him over
the last seven years here ... It’s not what I
wanted to see or what anybody wanted to
see.” — Reuters
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Today’s 
matches on TV

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Hull City v Manr United 15:45
Aljazeera Sport 1 HD
Aljazeera Sport +9
Newcastle v Stoke 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +6
Aljazeera Sport 5 HD
Chelsea v Swansea 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +2
West Ham v Arsenal 18:00
Aljazeera Sport 1 HD
Aljazeera Sport +9
Norwich v Fulham 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +3

Everton v Sunderland 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +7
Aljazeera Sport 3 HD
Tottenham v West Brom 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +8
Aljazeera Sport 2 HD
Aston Villa v Crystal Palace 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +5
Aljazeera Sport 4 HD
Cardiff v Southampton 18:00
Aljazeera Sport +4
Manchester City v Liverpool 20:30
Aljazeera Sport 1 HD
Aljazeera Sport +9


