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BRUSSELS: Injured Aston Villa striker Christian Benteke will miss his team’s Premier
League clash at home to Crystal Palace tomorrow as he is undergoing physiothera-
py in his native Belgium until Friday. The 23-year-old Belgian international has been
struggling with knee and hip injuries since the close season and decided to meet

up with physiotherapist Lieven Maesschalck, who also works for the
Belgian national soccer team, in Antwerp. 

Tottenham Hotspur’s Belgian defender Jan Vertonghen also
spent some time with Maesschalck recently, recovering from an
ankle injury. “Vertonghen has already left but Christian Benteke
will stay until Friday,” a spokeswoman for the Move to Cure
physiotherapy centre in Antwerp, where Maesschalck works,
said. Benteke, who scored 19 Premier League goals last season,

has struggled to make his mark this campaign, failing to find
the net in the past 10 matches as Villa have slipped

to 13th in the table. He could be fit for Villa’s fol-
lowing home match against Swansea City on

Saturday and their away trip to Sunderland
on Jan 1. —Reuters

Villa striker Benteke 

out of Palace clash
LONDON: Swansea City striker Michu faces ankle surgery that will rule him out for six
weeks and may push the injury-hit Welsh club to seek a replacement in the January
transfer window. The Spaniard underwent a scan on his injured ankle after missing
Sunday’s 2-1 home defeat by Everton. The 27-year-old, who has scored six goals in all
competitions this season, has had ankle and knee problems in recent months. “It’s
not good news,” manager Michael Laudrup told the club website
(www.swanseacity.net) yesterday. “Unfortunately it has been confirmed
that he will need an operation.  “The good news is that it can be done
in the next week - and he should be back playing in around a
month and a half. “But what has happened in the last couple of
weeks has changed things. We will probably do something now
- in January - and try to add something that we don’t have
in certain positions,” said Laudrup.  “The numbers are a
bit down and that is risky for the last four months of the
season.” Laudrup said he could sign Spanish forward
Iago Aspas, 26, on loan from Liverpool. “He is an
interesting player but he is at Liverpool and they
have injuries as well so that might not be possi-
ble,” he added.  “We are looking at other
options.”— Reuters

Swansea’s Michu 

out for six weeksCAIRO: Egyptian clubs will make a belated start to their domestic soccer
season yesterday, hopeful of completing it after security issues cut short
the last two campaigns. The 2013-14 season marks the return of Al Masry
for the first time since the Port Said stadium riot in February last year
when 74 people, mostly fans of opponents Al Ahli, were killed. Spectators
were crushed when panicked crowds tried to escape from the stadium
after a pitch invasion by supporters of Al Masry. Others fell or were
thrown from terraces. The violent clashes shocked Egypt and resulted in
the 2011-12 season being immediately halted and a host of sanctions for
the Port Said club. Club football then suffered a near year-long standstill
before a new season belatedly got underway, only for it to be halted in
July after the army ousted the country’s president Mohamed Mursi with
one round of the 2012-13 regular season left. The 22 clubs in the top
flight will be divided into two groups with play-offs at the end of the sea-
son to determine the champions. All games will be played behind closed
doors, the Egyptian Football Association announced. Al Masry have been
ordered to play their matches at Suez, while military stadiums in Cairo will
host the games of African champions Al Ahli and their arch rivals
Zamalek, both of whom command passionate followings. The pair have
been placed in separate groups. — Reuters

Egyptian domestic league 

prepares for belated start

KUWAIT: In the final of the 16th Prof Ramachandran
Memorial Cricket Tournament (RMC) conducted by
College of Engineering Trivandrum Alumini
Association (CETAA) and sponsored by GTE Olayan
Co held on 20th Dec 2013, TEC defeated reigning
champions AECK by 28 runs in a hard fought final. It
came as no real surprise as TEC were the team to
beat by their authoritative and consistent perform-
ance throughout the tournament even though
AECK with some quality players in their line-up were
always a formidable opponent. Winning a crucial
toss and batting first, TEC got off to a comfortable
start with openers Girish (16) and Suresh (10) put-
ting on 41 runs for the 1 st wicket in 7 overs before
Girish was caught at short cover by Rafi off
Smithosh. Dinto (18) joined Suresh and took the
score to 71 by the 11 th overs but their dismissal at
the same score saw AECK tighten the screws with
some accurate bowling and fielding. 

None of the remaining batsmen could make any
headway and TEC finished on 86 for 9 wickets off
their 15 overs loosing 7 wickets in their last 4 overs.
Mahesh was the most impressive of the AECK
bowlers taking 4 wickets for 18 runs with good help
from Remon, Smithosh and Abulais (1 wicket each).
Wides and a few uncharacteristic miss-fields did not
help AECK’s cause at crucial times.

In reply, AECK never got going tied down by the
spirited bowling and fielding of TEC. The loss of
inform Mahesh caught behind off Merton for 0 in
the 1st over was a pointer of things to follow. No 3
batsman Rafi who had some classy knocks behind
him was the main hope now for AECK. But his fall in
the 3rd over caught by Girish at deep mid wicket
off a full toss from Merton sounded the death knell
for AECK. After 4 overs AECK could progress only to
a meagre 11 runs. Remon fought gamely and tried
to extricate himself from the relentless pressure
applied by TEC. 

The fact that Remon (10) was the only player to
reach double figures and to hit the only boundary

of the innings showed the stranglehold TEC had in
the field. When Remon was caught at point slash-
ing at a full toss in the 8th over, AECK lost their way
and were all out for 58 in the 14th over leaving TEC
worthy winners by 28 runs. For TEC all the bowlers
bowled with discipline and zest with Girish (3 wick-
ets for 16) Merton (2 for 4), Shajeer (2 for 10) being
the main wicket takers splendidly supported by
Dinto and Sreekumar (1 wicket each).

The Guests of Honor for the day were Mr
Mohamed Al Sahli, Tapan Ramesh and Mr Noof
(GTE Olayan) Shaji Jose (NCC) and Shyam Mohan
(Nouri Est). Among others Messrs Suresh Krishnan

(GC), Santhosh Kumar (GC-elect) and Sageer (GTE
Olayan) were present to witness the match. Girish
(TEC) got 2 awards named Man of the Match and
Best Batsman, while Shajeer (TEC) was selected the
Best Bowler and Mahesh (AECK) the Player of the
Tournament.  Individual prizes, trophies and
medals were given away by Messrs Harikumar,
President, CETAA, Tapan Ramesh, Mohamed Al
Sahli, Shaji Jose and Jose K (CETAA).  Vijayakumar
(CETAA) welcomed the gathering while Sebastian,
Secretary, CETAA thanked each and every one for
making the tournament a grand success by their
presence and support. 

TEC dethrone AECK to become 16th RMC Champions

KUWAIT: CETAA 16th RMC Winners ‘TEC’ with trophy. 

KUWAIT: CETAA 16th RMC Runners-up “AECK” with trophy.

MELBOURNE: Kevin Pietersen felt like a
“clown” after getting out in the first innings
of the second test but maintained yesterday
he has been in prime form during England’s
heavy defeats in the opening three Ashes
matches. The flamboyant right-handed
batsman has averaged 27.50 in the three
games, way below his career test average of
47-plus, and been criticized for the manner
of his dismissals. Pietersen, though,
scotched the idea that he was thinking of
following spinner Graeme Swann into early
retirement. “I’m 33 years of age,” he told
reporters ahead of the fourth test against
Australia that starts tomorrow. “I’m batting
as well as I’ve ever batted. 

“I’ll retire when I can’t get up to play for
England but I’m as good as gold at the
moment. I felt like a clown in Adelaide
when I hit that ball to mid-wicket off Peter
Siddle. “I just didn’t feel good at the crease
at all. Some days you have them,” said
Pietersen. “Every other time I’ve batted on
this trip, I’ve felt really, really good. I’ve got
myself ‘in’ every time I’ve batted and a cou-
ple of times I’ve got out and a couple of

other times fortune didn’t favor the brave.”
Pietersen flicked Siddle straight to George
Bailey at short mid-wicket in the second test
in Adelaide in an attempt to dominate the
seam bowler after England had lost two ear-
ly wickets.

NO ADJUSTMENTS
But the South Africa-born cricketer said

he felt no need to make adjustments to his
approach in the future. “It’s just a case of
making sure I keep doing what I do because
it’s proved successful,” added Pietersen. “If
the situation dictates a certain way that I
play, I’ve proved over the last however
many years that I’ll play to the situation of
the game. “I haven’t got 100 in this series.
Who knows? I might get one tomorrow and
we might be sitting here all nice and happy.” 

England are determined to salvage
some lost pride in the fourth test but
Australia will have no lack of motivation
during the two remaining matches, accord-
ing to wicketkeeper-batsman Brad Haddin.
“I’ve been on the end of a few hidings from
England so, from my point of view, it’s not
that hard at all,” said Haddin. —Reuters

MELBOURNE: An Ashes series that promised so
much has all but fizzled with Australia taking an
unassailable 3-0 lead, but Melbourne’s Boxing
Day test offers some intrigue as to whether
England will continue to self-destruct or salvage
some pride from a turbulent campaign. Arriving
as comfortable winners of the northern Ashes
series earlier this year, Alastair Cook’s team has
not had its problems to seek Down Under with
spiritless efforts in the field and tumult off it. 

Graeme Swann’s retirement this week, cast as
selfless by the spinner but slammed as gutless
by critical British media, has only added to the
air of a team in disarray. The Coliseum-like
Melbourne Cricket Ground might be the world’s
loneliest place for a team attempting to regroup
after passing a sombre Christmas. Dead rubber
notwithstanding, a festive crowd of more than
80,000 are expected to flock to the ground for
tomorrow’s opening day of the fourth test. 

England belted Australia in their last MCG
meeting to retain the Ashes in 2010-11, but the
hosts have humiliated India and Sri Lanka in the
two tests at the ground since. Sri Lanka’s innings
and 201-run defeat last year included seamer
Mitchell Johnson taking six wickets, while break-
ing the forefinger of master batsman Kumar
Sangakkara and the thumb of wicketkeeper
Prasanna Jayawardene in a man-of-the-match
performance.

“We’re playing good cricket at the moment,”
Australia’s in-form opening batsman David
Warner told reporters at the MCG on Tuesday.

“We need to really drive it into England. “We are
here to play our brand of cricket and that’s why
we’re up 3-0 at the moment.” The pint-sized
Warner ’s turnaround has been symbolic of
Australia’s revival from their own forgettable
campaign in England, which started with a
coach’s sacking and ended in an ignominious 3-
0 series defeat.

Exiled for two tests of the northern series
after punching England batsman Joe Root at a
bar in the leadup, the pugnacious 27-year-old
has struck two centuries and an unbeaten 83
Down Under to add steel to a previously brittle
batting order. Days after Warner controversially
described Jonathan Trott’s cheap dismissals in
the series-opener in Brisbane as “pretty poor and
pretty weak”, the out-of-sorts England number
three left the tour to deal with a stress-related ill-
ness.

LOTTERY 
Warner can claim no small credit for the

retirement of Swann, having shown his team
mates the way by blasting the spinner’s second
ball of the series over his head for four, a portent
of what lay ahead for the 34-year-old. After
announcing his retirement, Swann further desta-
bilized the England camp by remarking that
some current players were “up their own back-
sides”, a comment interpreted by British media
as a parting shot at some of his team mates.
Swann later clarified that he was referring to
non-England players in his column in Britain’s
The Sun newspaper. Swann’s retirement robs

England of a seasoned campaigner, a sharp
fielder, solid tactician and perhaps more critical-
ly, a rare voice of levity in an often tense dressing
room.

Stepping into the breach is Monty Panesar,
whose return to the test team in Adelaide yield-
ed match figures of 2-198 and two fluffed catch-
ing chances that ultimately cost over 100 runs.
The Luton-born left-armer becomes his team’s
top spinner again, five years after relinquishing
that title to Swann. Many of England’s other
selections remain a lottery. Few have performed
consistently. Team director Andy Flower, who
may be another casualty of this tour, said all
positions were up for review. Wicketkeeper Matt
Prior, who has had a dreadful series behind the
stamps and at the crease, is on the most shaky
ground and may be dropped in favor of the
unproven Jonny Bairstow.

Neither of England’s third-choice seamers in
Tim Bresnan and Chris Tremlett have asserted
themselves, potentially opening up the door for
a recall for Steven Finn or uncapped Northern
Irishman Boyd Rankin. Front-line paceman
Stuart Broad may be rested after suffering a foot
injury when he was struck by a venomous deliv-
ery from Johnson in the third test defeat in
Perth. Australia’s injury-prone seamer Ryan
Harris has been managing a knee complaint, but
appeared to train without discomfort on
Tuesday, boosting the hosts’ hopes of bringing
the same triumphant team into a fourth succes-
sive test. — Reuters

I felt like clown but I’m 

still in form: Pietersen 

JOHANNESBURG: South Africa will seek to
arrest a dismal Durban run of four straight
defeats at Kingsmead when they host India in
the second and final test tomorrow, four days
after their epic draw in Johannesburg. The
Proteas are at a loss to explain their miserable
run at one of the country’s premier test grounds,
where they have not won since beating West
Indies in 2008.

Australia, England, India and Sri Lanka have
all enjoyed handsome triumphs in Durban over
the world’s top ranked test team since then and
vice-captain AB de Villiers cannot fathom the
poor run. “I am confused about Durban. I don’t
know what to expect,” he told reporters. “I am
going to play it like I always play my cricket. I am
going to take it one ball at a time and use my
experience to adapt as quickly as I can. So will
the whole team.” De Villiers suggested it would
be a good toss to win, with a lively pitch expect-
ed for the first part of the test. “I think there will
be a bit of movement on the first day.

Batting first always seemed the better option
in the past. “I don’t expect as many cracks as
there was at the Wanderers. It will probably be a
bit more green, a bit firmer, and there may be a
bit of turn towards the end of the test.” South
Africa’s overall record at Kingsmead is symmetri-
cal - they have won 13, lost 13 and been involved

in 13 draws. Durban-based fast-bowler Kyle
Abbott should come into the side for Morne
Morkel, who suffered an ankle ligament strain in
the first test at the Wanderers, but it is the spin
department that will give the selectors the most
pause for thought. 

LACKED CONTROL
Imran Tahir went at five runs an over in the

first test and was a pressure release for the Indian
batsmen. De Villiers defended the Pakistan-born
34-year-old. “Immi (Imran Tahir) has bowled real-
ly well in the last few months. He didn’t have a
great game at the Wanderers but that is part of
sport. We know what he is capable of,” De Villiers
said. “It’s always tempting to get Immi into your
starting XI, even if you play on a road. Even on
glass, he can get you wickets. 

“He seems to run through the tail easily. It’s a
tough decision to make. We lacked control at the
Wanderers, not just from Immi, from all the
bowlers.” While there has been a furore at home
over the team’s decision to settle for a draw in
the first test where they were eight runs short of
a world record victory target of 458, little has
been made of India’s inability to close the game
out. The tourists had 136 overs to take 10 wickets
on a wearing pitch with variable bounce but
managed just seven against a defiant display of
batting by the hosts. —Reuters

South Africa seek better 

fortunes at Kingsmead

Punch-drunk England’s pride 

on line in the Boxing Day test 

CAPE TOWN: South Africa fast bowler Dale Steyn
was left distressed after being heavily criticized by
his own fans for opting against chasing victory in
the drawn first test against India, the team’s vice-
captain AB de Villiers said. The hosts finished eight
runs short of a world record target of 458 as they
cautiously played out the final three overs at the
Wanderers on Sunday, settling for a draw with
three wickets in hand. Victory would have comfort-
ably eclipsed the current world record of 418 runs
chased down by West Indies against Australia in
Antigua in 2003.

Steyn was at the crease with Vernon Philander
and was seen instructing his batting partner to be
cautious, which led to the duo being booed off the
field by their own supporters despite salvaging an
excellent draw from a game that India dominated
for the first four days. “Dale was really upset, he
struggled to handle it,” AB de Villiers, who leads the
team in limited-overs matches, told reporters. “It
really took Graeme (Smith) and a few guys to help
him handle it immediately, because of the crowds,
the booing and everyone criticizing him and
Vernon (Philander). 

“They took a lot of strain and it was up to the
team to pull through that but it was really tough.”
De Villiers, who made 103 in a 205-run stand with
Du Plessis (134) to set up the chance for an unlikely
victory, reassured Steyn that he made the right
decision. “A lot of people are blaming Dale and
Vernon but I honestly believe that the numbers
nine, 10, 11 should never be going for the runs. It’s
up to the top six to score the runs,” he said. “If
responsibility is going to be thrown around, it’s on
me, Faf (du Plessis) and JP (Duminy) and maybe a
little bit on Vern at the end there. 

“The minute Dale walked to the crease, the right
thing to do was to save the test match and I
thought they did that brilliantly well.” De Villiers
said captain Smith and coach Russell Domingo
have stressed on the achievement of the draw after
South Africa made 450 for seven in the second
innings on a wearing pitch, the third highest fourth
innings total in the history of the game. “At the end,
we had a really good team chat, where Russell and
Graeme spoke really wise words and I think the
whole team is in a good space after that,” the wick-
etkeeper-batsman added. —Reuters South African bowler Dale Steyn

Steyn upset by 

fans’ criticisms 

DURBAN: Indian captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni (left) and bowler Pragyan Ohja play football
during a training session ahead of the second cricket test match between India and South Africa
at the Sahara Stadium Kingsmead in Durban today. —AFP 


