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Al-Rasheedi denies 
nepotism charges

‘Siblings nominated by CSC’
KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
Thekra Al-Rasheedi denied accusations of nepo-
tism which have been hounding her ever since
she assumed office in 2012, insisting that two
siblings hired at her office were nominated by
the Civil Service Commission. Al-Rasheedi’s lat-
est remarks came in an answer to MP Abdullah
Al-Turaiji and published by Al-Jarida daily yes-
terday.

She said that the CSC “approved a request to
hire my sister Bushra Al-Rasheedi as a social care
advisor in my office,” adding that her nomination
was based on “her over 25 years of experience”. 

She also added that the CSC approved her
request to hire her brother, Waleed Al-Rasheedi,
who has a Masters in Law, as a legal advisor.

Aside from her two siblings, Al-Rasheedi said
that no other relatives were hired in the ministry
since she was appointed minister. She was asked

about a Kuwaiti employee named Maryam Al-
Noumas, who she described a “retired Kuwaiti
citizen with experience that qualifies her” to
work at her office. 

Accusations of hiring relatives illegally in the
ministry is among topics included in a grilling
motion filed by MP Hamdan Al-Azmi against
Rasheedi, which is set for debate on Dec 24.

In other news, Al-Jarida revealed that Minister
of Planning and Development Rola Dashti
informed three different MPs on Tuesday that
she would not be able to answer their questions
which according to her are “in violation of the
conditions put by constitutional court”. 

Dashti,  who has no-confidence motion
against her that is set for voting on Dec 24, has
repeatedly been accused of being ‘non-coopera-
tive’ with MPs by failing to answer their inquiries.

Meanwhile, MP Adnan Abdulsamad said that

a constitutional court ruling on Monday could
signal the “beginning of a new phase of political
stability” if it rules against challenges to July’s
election results. “This can happen as long as
political and economic feuds are ended, some-
thing that is achievable through proper law
enforcement,” Abdulsamad told Al-Rai daily on
Tuesday.  

Meanwhile, MP, Madhi Al-Hajri filed a parlia-
mentary proposal suggesting setting the mini-
mum monthly wage Kuwaiti employees get  at
KD 1500 plus an annual raise equal to the infla-
tion rates. 

Al-Hajri also suggested considering raising
childrens allowance to KD 100 a month without
limits to the number of children entitled to the
allowance. He also suggested giving unem-
ployed Kuwaiti women aged 55 and older a min-
imum of KD 500 monthly.

KUWAIT: A group of Farwaniya Boy Scouts visited several sectors of Interior
Ministry on the occasion of the Arab Police Day yesterday. The scouts pre-
sented police men with flowers in appreciation of their efforts. The Scouts
visited Sharq police station first, then the sea center of the Coast Guard.

KUWAIT: Well-informed sources said that the Cabinet has
approved prices for selling residential land plots in the
projects proposed to be built in Wafra and Khairan. The
sources explained that the prices approved would be KD
2000 for 400 sq m plots and KD 3000 for 600 sq m plots.

The sources stressed  that the plots would be specified
for residential purposes and that using them for any other
purpose, such as commercial or investment, would be
banned. 

Moreover, the sources said that 327 land plots had been
already distributed in Khairan and 340 plots of 600 sq m
and 24 plots of 400 sq m are available in Wafra. 

The sources also noted that in collaboration with the
parliament, the Cabinet was planning to build gigantic
housing projects to cover the demand for government-
built and provided housing. Commenting on demands to
increase housing loans to KD 100,000, the sources high-
lighted that the government would announce its approval
in the next parliamentary financial affairs committee
meeting.

Land plots on sale
in Wafra, Khairan

KUWAIT: The second evidence-based clinical practice workshop,
titled “Improving your patient care through EBCP’ was opened on
Tuesday by Dr Fahad Al-Ghimlas, who is a consultant in respiratory
medicine and Director of Fitness and Rehabilitation Center at Dasman
Diabetes Institute.

This workshop is organized and held at the Dasman Diabetes
Institute in collaboration with the Kuwait Institute for Medical
Specialization (KIMS), Kuwait University, and McMaster University
(Canada). The workshop incorporates learning the essential concepts
of clinical epidemiology and critical appraisal skills. This event focuses
on the physicians in-training and includes large group presentations
and small group tutorials.

The objective of the workshop is to train the attendees to be able
to tailor an appropriate research study design to address specific
research questions, and to practice critical appraisal of the scientific
literature. Eventually, the skills acquired by the attending doctors will
translate into better implementation of the scientific medical litera-
ture and patient care. Dasman Diabetes Institute has this workshop as
one of its unique initiatives and state-of-the-art events in collabora-
tion with prestigious international universities. The event is held once
again following the outstanding success of the first workshop con-
ducted last year. The feedback was very encouraging to repeat the
experience and translate one of the institute’s values which is training
healthcare professionals and polish their research skills.

Finally, Dr Al-Ghimlas expressed sincere wishes for the attendees
to benefit the most from this opportunity, and find it enjoyable. He
also promised that the Dasman Institute will continue providing
medical education and professional development activities.

Clinical practice workshop
at Dasman Institute

out more financial costs. A new transformed unit was
already operational putting out 188 MW and other units
would start functioning in February, with forecast equal out-
put, he said.

Minister Al-Ibrahim indicated a project to produce 500
MW of power, currently under execution in the southern
Al-Zour plant, is due to finish by 2015. Another one with
identical capacities in Al-Sabiah is forecast to conclude
within the same period of time. 

Three sections
According to preliminary plans, North Al-Zour project

was to be executed by the Ministry of Electricity and Water
with projection to produce 4,800 MW this year, however the
ministry publicized tenders, in 2010, to build another station
with similar capacities, the public works minister added.

Elaborating, he said in 2010, the National Assembly
issued Law 39/2010, shifting all plants’ construction projects
to “the initiatives’ apparatus,” and this had indeed taken
place later on. Al-Ibrahim added that this body split the ven-
ture into three sections; first was the intial phase of the
North Al-Zour plant, with an aspired output of 1,500 MW.

Deals for this venture have been signed and “we hope
the first unit will be operational ahead of next summer,” Al-
Ibrahim said.

He indicated at planned formation of companies in
which citizens would own five percent of stakes, the govern-
ment 10 percent and the remaining shares, 40 percent,
would be allotted for entrepreneurs. “Such a partnership will
be useful if it’s established according to this approach,” he
opined. Hamad Al-Hadlaq (eng), in charge of the turbines’
conversion venture at Al-Zour plant, said Al-Ghanim
International is executing this project, which will secure 380
MW of power to the overall national electrical production.

He said it will cost up to KD 300 million and explained
that additional generated power would not be allocated to
specific districts, but would be added to the overall national
electrical output.  —KUNA

ABU DHABI: Kuwait’s military attache in UAE, Lt Col Ahmed Al-Musaeed yesterday attended the gradu-
ation of batch 43 of Zayed Pilots Colleges that included a number of Kuwaiti cadets. 

Al-Ibrahim oversees project
to upgrade power station

KUWAIT: Minister of Public Works and Minister of Electricity
and Water Abdulaziz Abdullatif Al-Ibrahim yesterday patron-
ized a ribbon-cutting ceremony for the major venture of
upgrading the Al-Zour power plant. The vital project is
designed to produce an additional 400 MW of power to
Kuwait’s overall electrical output. Technically, it aims to trans-
form the conventional thermal power units into the more
advanced combined-cycle power systems, in which gas and
steam turbines are combined to achieve very high fuel effi-
ciency and reduce CO2 emissions.

Talking to journalists after touring the station, Minister Al-
Ibrahim said the additional power would be generated with-


