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LONDON: West Bromwich Albion full-back Steven Reid said yesterday that the
club’s players had been left in “complete shock” by the abrupt dismissal of
head coach Steve Clarke. Clarke was sacked late on Saturday, following a run
of four consecutive defeats that left the Midlands club two points above the
Premier League relegation zone.

The 50-year-old Scot led West Brom to an eighth-place finish last season-
their highest in the Premier League era-and Reid says that the players had no

inkling that he was about to be shown the door. “There is a shock.
Sometimes in a dressing room you get a sense a change is

coming, but this has come as a complete shock,” he told BBC
television programme Match of the Day Extra.
“In recent weeks we can only put the results down to a

drop in confidence.  In the Premier League, when you go on
a run of three or four games without a victory it can affect
the confidence of the lads and then you are looking at ways
you can get back on track.” West Brom are yet to appoint a
successor to Clarke, with assistant coach Keith Downing

due to take control of first-team affairs on a temporary
basis. Reid backed the West Brom board to pick the
right man to succeed Clarke.—AFP
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NEUBRANDENBURG: Germany’s Juergen Braehmer defeated Marcus
Oliveira by unanimous decision to take the vacant WBA world light heavy-
weight title on Saturday night. The judges scored it 115-112, 117-110, 117-
110 in favor of the 35-year-old Braehmer, a former 

WBO champion, who withstood a late barrage from the previously unde-
feated American in the last round to claim his second world title. The title
had been vacant since Kazakhstan’s Beibut Shumenov was declared the
WBA’s “super” world light heavyweight champion.

Braehmer improved to 42-2 (31 KOs), while the 34-year-old
Oliveira dropped to 25-1-1, (20 KOs). The fight had a late
start following a disagreement over which boxer should
enter the ring first.  Oliveira promoter Don King insisted
his fighter went second as he had a higher ranking than
Braehmer. 

The German’s promoter, Nisse Sauerland, called the
unforeseen delay “a joke.” Braehmer eventually went first and
Oliveira subsequently emerged to a chorus of boos and whis-
tles from the aggrieved crowd. The bout finally got
under way after midnight local time.—AP
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BOSTON: Boston Bruins enforcer Shawn Thornton was slapped with a 15-
game ban Saturday for a vicious attack on Pittsburgh’s Brooks Orpik during
a December 7 game at TD Garden arena.

The 42-year-old Thornton kicked the skates out from under Orpik,
knocking him to the ice then punched him twice in the head.

Penguins defenceman Orpik was stretchered off the ice and taken to
hospital, where he was diagnosed with a concussion. He was treated and
released that same night.

“This was an act of retribution for an incident that occurred earlier in the
game,” said the National Hockey League’s disciplinary chief Brendan
Shanahan.  “The result of this action by Thornton was serious injury to
Orpik.” Orpik, a US citizen, has not played since the incident which took
place halfway through the first period of the game. Canadian Thornton was
given a major penalty and a game misconduct.

Earlier in the contest, Orpik delivered a hard hit to Boston forward Loui
Eriksson, knocking the Swede out of the game. Eriksson was also diag-
nosed with a concussion. After that hit on Eriksson, Thornton tried unsuc-
cessfully to get Orpik to fight and was given a two minute penalty by the
officials.—AFP
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National Guard excel at Mustafa Karam tourney

Officials and winners pose for a photo. Group picture with female winners.

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: As the shooting sport season is
at full swing, Mustafa Karam tournament
came to an end on Saturday with the
club’s shooters proving themselves hard
to beat despite the tough competition
they faced from National Guard shooters.

Mustafa Karam and Sons Contracting
Company annual tournament attracted a
large number of shooters over three
days. The closing ceremony was attend-
ed by President of the Arab and Kuwait
Shooting Federations, Director General
of Mustafa Karam Company (MK Co)
Mohammad Mustafa Karam, Secretary
General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi, KSSF
Treasurer Essa Butaiban and Assistant
Secretary Engr Mohammad Al-Ghurba.

Engineer Duaij Al-Otaibi lauded com-
petition during the tournament and
thanked the junior shooters for their
efforts which enabled them to make
good results that placed them high on
the winning list.

He said the National Guard shooters
are making good advances in every tour-
nament which promises to form a
national team to represent Kuwait shoot-
ing soon.

Meanwhile, Engr Mohammad Al-
Ghurba thanked MK and Sons Company
for supporting shooting at all local,
regional Arab and international levels,
when organized at Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Olympic Shooting Complex.

Results of the tournament are as fol-
lows:

In the air pistol for men, National

Guard shooters Hamad Saad, Suhail
Jassem and Hassan Abdelmajeed took
the first three places. In air rifle for men,
the club shooters Abdallah Al-Harby, Ali
Al-Mutairi  and Mohammad
Abdelrahman were winners.

In women’s air pisol, Huthama Al-
Baghli, Iman Bouland and Sheikha Al-
Obaidli ,  and in the air rifle Mariam
Irzouqi, Zahra Al-Saffar and Heba Irzouqi.

In the 50m free rifle three positions for
men Muffareh Al-Subaie was first fol-
lowed by Abdallah Al-Harby and Ali Al-
Mutairi.

In the 50 meter pistol for men Hamad
Saad was first, Hassan Abdelmajeed sec-
ond and Sami Wasmi third.

In the juniors 50 meter pistol Sami
Wasmi, Sultan Al-Thafiri and Khalifa Al-
Thafiri.

In the junior’s air rifle Ali Al-Mutairi
was first followed by Bandar Al-Mutairi
and Mohammad Abdelrahman.

In the women’s juniors air rifle Heba
Irzouqi was first followed by Zahra Al-
Saffar and Kinda Al-Zayed.

In the air pistol junior men Khalifa Al-
Thafiri, Sultan Al-Thafiri and Sami Wasmi,
meanwhile Sheikha Al-Obaidli, Dana Al-
Ruwaie and Rawan Al-Qatan were win-
ners in the women air pistol event.

In the 50m free rifle juniors for men
Turki Al-Shimmari was first, followed by
Bandar Al-Mutairi  and Mohammad
Abdelrahman.

In archery, men compound Musallam
Faisal was first,  meanwhile in the
Olympic event Fahad Al-Rashidi was first
while Asman Ashoor won the women
event.

Mohammad Karam receives a memento from Eng Al-Otaibi.

Kuwait’s freestyle driving 

competition concludes

KUWAIT: The freestyle driving competi-
tion concluded here  late Saturday with
Ayeth Al-Otaibi and Ayeq Al-Fahdli win-
ning the “freestyle” and “free-steel pro”
competitions respectively. The competi-
tion, which witnessed the participation
of 30 drivers, was organized by the
Kuwaiti quarter mile motorsports club.

The club’s Board Chairman Sheikh Ali
Al-Fawaz Al-Sabah lauded all the drivers
who took part in the first ever freestyle
driving competition. He hoped that more
drivers would participte in future install-
ments of the competition, affirming that
such involvement would further develop
freestyle driving in Kuwait. —KUNA


